
Morean Arts Center
Fostering the Creative Life

Carly Hart

In 2012, Nancy Ballard and Kelly Townshend put their worldly possessions in storage, rented 
out their home in Houston, Texas, got their two dogs vet-approved for sea travel, and set sail 
for Florida, the Caribbean, and the Chesapeake Bay on their CT-56' sailboat. After sailing for 

three years, they decided their boat was too big, and it was time to downsize. This led them to 
downtown St. Petersburg which would turn out to be their ‘second act.’ 

Nancy had been sailing for 28 years, but after only two years in, Kelly said, “Let’s go cruising,” 
something that Nancy had always wanted to do. Quitting her job was a huge step for Kelly. It was 
even more challenging on Nancy’s part since she was a professional golfer with a client base that 
had been with her for over 25 years. But the cruising lifestyle proved to be a strong calling for her. 
They were looking forward to the simplicity of life. 
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Kelly and Nancy with Winston (7-year-old English Springer Spaniel) and Sasha (19-year-old Manchester Terrier)           

Tam Mkandawire is #17 for the Tampa Bay Rowdies

Tam the Soccer Man
Linda Dobbs

Rowdies center back Tam Mkandawire is our man! Meaning 
really ours... he lives in the Old Northeast! Tam and his 
family moved here from Tampa just a year ago. That was a 

small move compared to their trek across the pond – the Atlantic 
Ocean that is! And, there may be another leap for Tam and soccer 
fans in the not-too-distant future – more on that later!

The Mkandawires (pronounced makandaweary) hail from 
Great Britain. Tamika and his wife, Leah, met ten years ago in 
London. Tam was a star football player (or what Americans call 
a soccer player) with the Leyton Orient Club, and Leah was a 
commercial model for several well-known organizations, and 
then an assistant in the business development department at 
Christie’s, the well-known auction house.

“I always wanted to play in the States,” Tam stated while 
reminiscing about the life-changing decision to leave their home 
country in 2014. “It was a hard decision to make,” he added, “but 
it was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and we jumped in head 
first!” Luckily, Leah loved the idea of living in the US, too. And, 
Mimi, their young daughter who was only months old, doesn’t 
have a shy bone in her body. She is known throughout the neigh-
borhood for her outgoing personality. 

Jumping in head-first is apparently a family trait for Tam. His 
British mother was the first ‘jumper,’ becoming a volunteer 
teacher in the African country of Malawi for nine years. His 
Malawian father came from a small farming village and attended 
an agricultural college. In 1984, when Tam was only three years 
old, they made the ‘leap’ from Africa to England settling in the 
town of Rugby (where the game was invented). But soccer – not 
rugby – won out for Tam.

Tam and Leah both had words of delight for their wedding 
venue in Hertfordshire. The Grove – an 18th century mansion 
with manicured acres turned luxury hotel – was the perfect venue. 
They had just purchased their first home in Shrewsbury, England 
when the opportunity to play for the Tampa Bay Rowdies popped 
up. Leah must have some jump-right-in genes, too, because she 

Cruising the Seas & Settling in St. Pete

The Morean Center for Clay is located in the landmark Historic 1926 
Seaboard Coastline Train Station at 420 22nd Street South
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Will Michaels

The Morean Arts Center 
is celebrating its 
centennial. The Morean 

traces its linage back to The 
Florida Winter Art School 
founded by J. Liberty Tadd in 
St. Petersburg in late 1916. Dr. 
Tadd was a leading progressive 
arts educator who had retired 
as director of the Public 
Industrial Art School in 
Philadelphia. The first full 
year of the Florida Art School’s 
operation was 1917. As it 
happened, Dr. Tadd died in 
1917, but his wife, Margaret 
– herself a well-established 
artist – and daughter, Edith, 
carried forth his work. 

The Art School was soon 
followed by the St. Petersburg 
Art Club. According to early 
St. Petersburg historian Karl 
Grismer, an organizational 

meeting of the Club was 
initiated by Margaret Tadd and 
held at the Huntington Hotel 
in 1919. George Bartlett was 
selected as the first president. 
Another of those attending 
the Huntington meeting to be 
selected as a member of the 
board was Lillian Snell, whose 

husband C. Perry Snell 
developed parts of the Old 
Northeast, Snell Isle, and the 
downtown Snell Arcade. C. 
Perry Snell was also an art 
enthusiast and collector, and 
an exhibition of his collection 
of miniature paintings was 
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P I N E L L A S  C O U N T Y

BUSINESS 
BANKING

PERSONAL
BANKING

WEALTH
MANAGEMENT

TRUST
SERVICES

Invested
We attribute our success to the success of our clients.

For almost four decades we have been Tampa Bay’s leading community bank.
When we put our community fi rst, everyone wins.

Scott Gault  |  Market President
727-502-8401 | sgault@bankoftampa.com

 200 Central Avenue | St. Petersburg

BankofTampa.com

MEMBER FDIC



BEFORE
AFTER

Today’s buyers are looking for a move-in ready home. If you’re thinking about selling your home, let the HOWE PROPERTY GROUP 

help you get it that way. Our expertise—including design, decor, landscaping or just simple tweaks—is knowing what matters most to 

buyers, and executing a plan to shore up those details, which delivers top dollar to our sellers.

421 1st Ave S, Tierre Verde (buyer) $1,750,000
932 Monte Cristo (buyer) $1,300,000
1325 Snell Isle Blvd NE #906 $1,025,000
20230 Gulf Blvd $1,349,000
210 26th Ave N $960,000
570 Quintana Place NE $459,000
531 Rafael Blvd NE (buyer) $799,000

BEFORE
AFTER

RECENTLY SOLD PROPERTIES

325 2ND STREET N, UNIT B
DOWNTOWN LUXURY TOWNHOME

$1,400,000
3 beds, 3.5 baths  |  2,727 sqft

3-Floor luxury townhome in the heart of downtown 
St. Pete with pool and 800 SF roof-top deck.

1950 ARROWHEAD DR NE
OPEN WATER BEAUTY, ST. PETE

$1,775,000
5 beds, 4 baths  |  4,848 sqft

Private cul-du-sac home with breathtaking views 
on 135 feet of open water

313 6TH AVE N, TIERRA VERDE
STYLISH WATERFRONT PARADISE

$1,250,000
3 beds, 2.5 baths  |  2,995 sqft

Sophisticated classic Florida home in the luxury 
waterfront community of Tierra Verde.

115 18TH AVENUE N
MISSION INSPIRED MEDITERRANEAN

$1,200,000
4 beds, 3.5 baths  |  3,382 sqft

One of the finest restored, renovated and 
updated historic homes in the Old Northeast.

FEATURED PROPERTIES

1417 74TH CIRCLE NE LISTED AT $635,000 WITH PREVIOUS BROKER 1417 74TH CIRCLE NE SOLD FOR $690,000 AFTER HOWE MAKEOVER

1950 ARROWHEAD DR NE
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Second Acts and Acceptance
We all know the obvious reasons why St. Pete is such a great place to live. 

What strikes me, after reading this issue, is the deep-down root reason: St. Pete 
is a place where I can be me and you can be you.

What inspired me to see this big picture theme is that many of the people 
mentioned in this issue describe the joy and freedom that comes with accep-
tance to be... thrive... flourish in our shared community whether just starting 
out or starting anew.

Read about Nancy and Kelly and their ‘second act’ as nautical cruisers who 
fell in love with St. Pete en route to somewhere amazing by sea. I actually 
met them by chance because we were sitting at adjacent tables at Tryst. Their 
dogs caught my attention and we started chatting. “...diversity... kindness...
dog-friendly... gay-friendly...” These are just a few of the reasons Nancy and 
Kelly feel right at home here.

Tam the Soccer Man and his lovely family made the big leap in 2014 and 
here they are! Having moved here by way of the UK, Tam and Leah (and their 
two children) are loving life in the Old Northeast. Relatively “old” in the world 
of professional soccer, Tam is looking ahead to when his time as a player with 
the Rowdies is over. His plan to give back to the community will be another 
crown jewel in what makes St. Pete so vibrant and diverse. 

Young people and artists; culture and heritage; intellectual vitality... these 
are phrases that the new executive director of the Morean Arts Center mentions 
in his interview with our history writer, Will Michaels. Michael Killoren moved 
to St. Pete from Washington, DC for this new job, which he says brings him 
full circle in his career. Michael kept his eye on St. Pete for four years prior 
because he was “blown away” by what he saw here. Happy 100th birthday 
to the Morean and welcome, Michael Killoren! 

We met Lynn Lotkowitz in the last issue when she wrote about her volunteer 
trip to Cuba. In this issue, she describes the mutual joy of helping newcomers 
to our fair city learn English. Read about the wonderful program for which 
Lynn volunteers on page 28 and be inspired by the cultural diversity and 
gratitude expressed all around!

Finally, where would St. Pete be without its pets to add to the diversity. We 
accept all shapes and sizes here! On pages 30 and 33, you can’t help but feel 
the unconditional love two local organizations provide for our furry friends.

 Year after year, our Silent Ambassadors (see page 10) stand majestically 
by as they do their quiet and, thankfully, predictable thing each season. Life 
happens all around – and literally on – them, and all is well.

Jen

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

www.NortheastJournal.org

The Northeast Journal is an independently owned publication. Copyright © 2017. All rights reserved.
No part of this paper may be reproduced without express written permission from the publisher.

Repair | Installation | Maintenance 
Residential & Commercial  

Tried the Rest? 
Call the Best. 

(727)345-0317 

 System Design & New Construction 

 Duct Replacement & Repair 

 Service & Repair of All Major Brands 

 Air Balancing 

 Customized Maintenance Contracts 

 Pre-purchase Inspections 

 Indoor Air Quality 

 24-Hour Emergency Service 

www.kronwest.com 
CAC1814552 CAC042743 

Previous Awards: 
2007-2009, 2012-2015 



NORTHEAST JOURNAL July/August 2017 Page 5

ONE Inspires
Jeannie Carlson 

spaNish Moss

An old woman is praying
With glowing sunlight blurring

Her verdant countenance  
of indistinguishable features;

Face upturned to heaven,
Her grayish corkscrew hair

Rapunzels downward 
Brushed by waving zephyrs
As she sits naked and still

With withered arms
Embracing her oak legs

Tightly tucked to the solid trunk of her 
Deeply weathered body.

Bare bark exposes
Wrinkles and wisdom.
A statue and testimony

To creative life,
She implores God

For the renewal of the
Strength and beauty

Already bestowed upon her.

ode to the GardeN FouNtaiN

What new spring is born and reborn? 
Is there a new burst of liquid beneath the earth?
At last wondrous Walden’s Pond empties forth,  
epic and natural,
Streaming and squirting, teeming and churning
The blue gold that sallies up two tiers and drops 
tears down
That quenches the thirst of humanity even when 
they do not
Know that they are thirsty,
The water that sources and outsources all life, 
Refresh and recycle, keep rushing,
Absolving, purifying, baptizing, sanctifying, 
Nurturing, irrigating, satiating, extinguishing,
Fortifying resolve and renewal to move with 
nature’s tongue,
To listen, glisten and reflect upon your generosity
Wet in the concrete container for all to imbibe,
Dynamic in density, compelled to leap in the air
And return to the bubbling basin, a swirling 
emergent well.
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Lynn Lotkowictz retired from Florida Trend Magazine, lives 
downtown with her husband Bill who is an entertainer, and 
has one son, Jason, who lives in New York City with his wife, 
Lauren, and son, Drake (4). Lynn’s passions are family, health 
and fitness, volunteering, and world travel.

Will Michaels is retired as executive director of the History 
Museum and has served as president of St. Petersburg 
Preservation and vice president of the Dr. Carter G. Woodson 
Museum of African American History. He is the author of The 
Making of St. Petersburg. [wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com]

Livia Zien moved to the area from Washington, DC in 2000. 
She married, traveled, and changed careers from electrical 
engineering to culinary arts to teaching math. Livia (who also 
enjoys running and swimming) and her husband Greg love 
life in the ONE with their two kitties.

Becky Malowany is a Tampa Bay native, Snell Isle resident, 
freelance writer, and businesswoman. She earned her Master’s 
Degree from the George Washington University and Bachelor’s 
from FSU. Becky has a passion for travel, art, sports, animal 
welfare, and the environment. [rlemmon123@gmail.com]

Rick Carson has lived in St. Pete since 2001, after a career 
journey that took him from national Republican politics to 
the innkeeper of a B&B – from the cesspools of Washington 
to cleaning guestroom toilets (ask him if there is any 
difference). [nsnaeditor@aol.com]

Samantha Bond Richman relocated to the Old Northeast 
in 2014 after living in Tampa for 28 years. She owns Sam 
Bond Benefit Group, a downtown insurance agency. She 
and husband Tim enjoy fishing, golf, and supporting family-
oriented charitable causes.

We would like to sincerely thank and introduce our contributors. The time 
and talent they dedicate to writing about good people, good places, and good 
things happening is what makes the Northeast Journal the quality publication that 
our readers have come to expect and love.

MEET THE WRITERS

Linda Dobbs, 12-year ONE resident; lived/worked in 10 states 
and three continents; a journalist/editor for 40 years; member 
of City’s International Relations Committee and Dali Guild; Tai 
Chi enthusiast; docent-in-training at Sunken Gardens. Husband 
Bob, 3 children, 3 grandchildren. [linda_dobbs@yahoo.com]

Diana Krause Geegan, a UCF grad, taught school and later 
excelled in the financial services field.  She found her passion 
in real estate and utilizes her skills and training as a successful 
Realtor. She loves spending time with friends and family, 
studying God’s Word and  giving back to the St. Pete community. 

Jeannie Carlson is a correspondent for Tampa Bay Newspapers, 
Inc. and an adjunct professor of English at local colleges in the 
area. A resident of the Old Northeast since 2000, she is the 
publicity/entertainment chair for the Suncoast Scandinavian 
Club. [carlburn@tampabay.rr.com]
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child, Remi. They did manage to move in before Remi was born, with the help of 
grandparents coming over from England in turns. “The neighborhood is great,” Tam 
stated, “everybody is friendly and we feel really safe and at home here.” He feels at 
home on the Rowdies, too.

He had the potential to become a professional rugby player at home in England 
since he was captain of his high school rugby team, as well as the soccer team. 
However, Tam’s love for soccer won out.  

After switching to soccer, he started his career at Premier League team, West 
Bromwich Albion. In pursuit of first-team football (first 11 players in the game), 
as an ambitious 21-year-old, Tam captained Hereford United FC (Football Club 
or ‘team’) into League 2 and was awarded Player of the Year in 2005/06. Tam 
moved up to a bigger contract with a bigger team – Leyton Orient FC, then 
Millwall FC – and then to captain of our own Rowdies last year.

Now there’s a chance the Rowdies will move to Major League Soccer (MLS) 
in the near future. “We should know something for sure around November,” Tam 
revealed. Adding, “This is great for the Rowdies and St. Petersburg. It will make 
people more aware of soccer and the stadium. Bill (Edwards) is very motivated to 
build up soccer and the city of St. Petersburg.” Now Tam also has big plans for 
soccer in the area... another more-about-that-later teaser.

Tam is known for his love of playing the entire game – he played every minute 

eagerly came along, even with the added work of Mimi, the lively toddler. “Leah 
is very organized,” noted Tam, “I couldn’t do any of this without her!” 

But, just how did this soccer opportunity in the States come about? “Out of 
the blue, Rowdies general manager Perry Van der Beck, called me with an offer 
to play on the American team,” Tam noted with a happy smile. That offer was 
thanks to the recommendation of Stuart Campbell (Rowdies assistant coach at 
the time) who as a fellow Brit, played against Tam in England. British soccer 
players are making their mark in Tampa Bay!

Initially, in 2014, the Mkandawires lived in Tampa. “We arrived with work 
visas,” Tam said. “The first month was tough,” he added explaining, “We had no 
credit, no car, just hand luggage. We literally had to start our life from scratch and 
get a baby car seat, etc! The first day we were told by a concierge that a grocery 
store called Publix was just a short distance up the road. So, unknowingly, we 
embarked on a two-mile walk at midday on the 2nd of July! It’s safe to say a short 
distance means more than 100 yards and requires a car!” 

But, they adapted and discovered St. Petersburg. “Now we love it,” exclaimed 
Tam. “We used to drive around Coffee Pot and Snell Isle and the waterfront” thinking 
this was where we wanted to be. In 2016, they bought a house in the Old Northeast 
and started renovating right away, even though Leah was expecting their second 

SOCCER MAN continued from page 1

The SIMMS Team
238 Beach Drive NE | St. Petersburg, FL 33701

www.SimmsTeam.com | 727.898.2582

Home is where the 
heart is, and the 

kitchen is the heart 
of the home.

Shouldn’t you love your own kitchen as 
much as you love your favorite restaurants?

To see the home that  
this kitchen belongs to, visit  
www.BeachDriveStPete.com

Our family real estate team  
is committed to providing 

outstanding service, market 
knowledge, negotiation skills 
and discretion to our clients.  

Contact us today to find out  
how we can help you sell  
your home or find you the  

perfect new kitchen.
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of the whole 2015 season! “Soccer has always defined me,” declared Tam. “I’ve 
loved playing and captaining every team I’ve played for.” I was always a starter, 
so watching is not something I particularly enjoy.”

Recently however, Tam has been watching more and gaining a new perspective 
on the game of soccer. “I wanted to play soccer until age 40, but it’s rare to sign 
long-term contracts when you’re over 30,” he said. “I’m 34, so when the time 
comes I look forward to giving back.”

“What’s more important than playing every minute or being captain, is the team 
itself,” Tam reflected. “The biggest lesson I’ve learnt is that no matter your position 
or role within the team, whether you’re captain or just a squad player; everyone has 
an important role. In my youth it was hard to see the bigger picture, but it takes 
patience, persistence, and resilience to be successful.”

“I’m thinking about my longevity in the game – what about the future? Very 
few athletes are prepared for retirement. This year has really helped me – you’re 
not always in control and have to roll with the punches.” So, what’s next for a 
30-plus-year-old soccer player?

“I’m motivated to helping youth soccer in America,” Tam pledged. “I want to 
use my experience playing professional soccer for a long time, to start a soccer 
school here.” Wow! Tam the Soccer Man will be Tam the Soccer Academy Man!

He and Leah both have their green cards now. “We have already set up an 
LLC,  and we expect to have the soccer academy operating in six months.” He 
has also acquired a soccer-coach qualification. “Everything is a mind set,” Tam 
reflected, “and mine is always positive.”

The academy (not an academic school) will enroll players after school and 
on weekends. In Tam’s words, the school “will help players improve individually 
and collectively. Besides strengthening and conditioning the players, it will also 
focus on the conditioning of pro athletes with specific drills.” 

The whole mechanics of body and fitness will be the focus “which also means 
eating healthy – what you put in, you get out.” 

“Tam is the food police,” laughed Leah. Even at home healthy eating is his 
main focus. But, Leah also has some admiring and prophetic words for her husband 
‘the soccer man.’

“I remember the Millwall FC manager’s words to me and Tam’s mum” following 
an exciting game, recalled Leah: “‘Tam is a magnificent player but an even better 
person!” Leah can’t say enough that “Tam plays a big part in community. He will 
be a great mentor for sports and social issues. He is a good role model – he inspires 
me to be a better person!”

Patience + persistence + resilience = Soccer Man and Soccer Academy here 
in Tampa Bay! 

97
24

18
-01

Call for Personalized Tour License #C084323

Alegria Montessori School welcomes students without regard to race, color, re ligion, national or ethnic origin, or economic or social class.

866-1901866-19013200 58th Ave. S.
at Maximo Presbyterian Church
alegriamontessori.com

2017-2018

• Elementary and Middle School
• Integrated curriculum
• Collaborative work environment
• Fostering self-motivation, independence 
 and academic success
• Spanish Immersion

Greg Cahue
Handyman
Services,

Inc.

Offering “Old School Service!”
Honey-Do Lists
Odd Household Jobs
Reasonable Rates
Owner Operated

727-460-8609
gcahue1@tampabay.rr.com

Owner is a University of South Florida Graduate
and an Air Force Veteran

Insured / References Available 

QUALITY
WORK

GUARANTEED

THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED 
FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO 
THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FOR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT. D0150,D0210,D0330,1110.

$59* New Patient Special!
Includes Exam, X-rays AND Cleaning

*Cannot be combined with insurance.
Offer invalid with the presence of Periodontal Disease.

Clay Alviani, DMD
BVDAStPete@BayViewDental.com
727.873.7446
In the Plaza Tower
111 2nd Ave NE, #1400
St. Petersburg, FL  33701

Now accepting new patients.
Most insurance plans accepted.

SmilePlan available to offer huge savings!

Relax… Enjoy GENTLE general, cosmetic, and
implant dentistry with the best view in town!

 
 

 
 

LCC Day School                                         
Pre-K2 through 8th Grade 

   

4 4 0 0  C h a n c e l l o r  S t r e e t  N E    
S t .  P e t e r s b u rg ,  F L   3 3 7 0 3   

   

7 2 7 - 5 2 2 - 8 3 31  
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Samantha Bond Richman

They stand like silent ambassadors on lawns and in parks all over town. Day 
after day, year after year, sometimes for a century or more, unable to escape 
the extremes of weather, they stand. Some stand up to fierce hurricane-

strength winds with sweeping, majestic branches. Others jut their branches up and 
then send strange, other-worldly roots down into the earth below. St. Petersburg 
is an arborist’s dream come true. Our city is home to a stunning variety of trees, 
many of them with gorgeously colored blossoms. Palms in a myriad of shapes and 
sizes delight our northern visitors. Many are captured in photo images taken by 
visitors astounded by their beauty, grand size, or sheer peculiarity.

The Museum of Fine Arts (MFA), located at 255 Beach Drive NE, is home to 
one of our most iconic trees. On the south lawn of the museum stands a grand 

kapok tree with a sprawling mass of trunk leading to a twisting, gargantuan root 
system that welcomes visitors with a shady seat. The huge kapok tree was planted 
by the museum’s first director, Rexford Stead, and according to MFA’s website, it 
was just two or three feet high and rooted in a bucket! It was planted right after 
the present building opened in the spring of 1965 to commemorate the 50-year-old 
building that had previously stood on that spot. Clearly the magnificent kapok 
tree has seasonal mood swings. In the winter, it becomes quiet and stately with 
branches nearly barren, intensely working on its spring revival. Almost magically, 
something triggers a preponderance of brightly colored blooms around mid-February. 
The blossoms burst out in a profusion of pink, with some falling to the lawn below 
to create a veritable pink-and-green picnic blanket below. Passers-by gawk, point, 
and pose. Our local green Quaker parrots love to eat the kapok fruit, chirruping 
noisily while jostling for a just-right buffet position high in the tree. 

St. Pete’s Silent Ambassadors

Jacaranda Yellow poinciana in the Old NortheastFlorida’s state tree is the sabal palm

CLASS OF 2017 BY THE NUMBERS

12,363 Service Hours completed

46 Colleges attending in 16 states + DC

113 Colleges accepted students from the Class of 2017

$6.1 MILLION 
Amount in scholarships earned by the 76-member Class of 2017

31 76
Graduates of 2017 will be the only SPS student to attend their 
college or university

out of

7 Full tuition scholarships: Morehead Cain Scholar - UNC at 
Chapel Hill, Lombardi Scholar - University of Florida, Hunt
Leadership Scholar - SMU, West Point

READ THEIR STORIES AT WWW.SHORECREST.ORG/2017 
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As springtime turns rainy, the giant tree gradually drops all of its blossoms, 
rapidly replacing them with greenery, providing much-needed shade from the 
summer sun. Visitors stop and admire the grand tree, some sitting on the roots that 
serve as a bench, while children climb about on the giant, each making the most 
of a photo opportunity. Surely it is one of the most photographed trees in the city.

To the north side of the Museum of Fine Art is Vinoy Park, home of several 
well-visited banyan trees. These curious looking trees have a peculiar structure of 
branches sprouting roots that then return to the ground and further anchor the 
tree to terra firma. Even more surprising, given their tremendous size: banyans are 
epiphytes. An epiphyte is a plant that grows on the surface of another plant and 
derives its moisture and nutrients from the air, rain, water (in marine environ-
ments), or from debris accumulating around it. Other familiar epiphytes include 
Spanish moss, orchids, and bromeliads. Cameras from around the world have 
undoubtedly captured images of these trees and of the delighted faces of visitors 
discovering their colossal curiousness.

Jacaranda trees get a lot of attention as well, though who wouldn’t be thrilled 
by a tree with purple flowers? In springtime, they produce bunches of blue-purple 
flowers in what are called panicles. The flowers themselves are a delicate, flute 
shape with five lobes or petals. They thrive in full sun and sandy soils. Logically, 

they are native to tropical and subtropical 
regions of Mexico, Central America, 
South America, Cuba, Jamaica, and the 
Bahamas. Jacarandas have delicate green 
leaflets described as bipinnate, meaning 
their greenery consists of two rows of 
leaflets on opposite sides of a central stem. 

Another popular flowering tree found 
in local neighborhoods is the poinciana, 
or royal poinciana tree. Like the 
jacaranda, it also sports bipinnate style 
leaflets, and is a popular choice among 
homeowners for both shade and color. 
Sometimes called a flame tree, the 

poinciana tree produces an abundance of 
fiery red blossoms in spring. Blooms also 
come in a yellow variety. As the blossoms 
give way and spring turns to summer, it 
produces fruit in the form of seeds encased 
in long husks shaped like bean pods. Thus 
it’s not surprising that the tree is actually 
a member of the legume family. Interest-
ingly, it was named after Phillippe de 
Longvilliers de Poincy, a French 
nobleman who governed the island now 
known as St. Kitts in the 1640s.

Likely the single most recognizable horticultural symbol of our tropical home 
are the abundant palm trees that adorn our neighborhoods. They grow in an 
amazing array of shapes and sizes, with nearly 2500 different varieties. One of 
the most distinguishable features of palms are its leaves, also called fronds. Two 
of the most common leaf formations are known as palmate (fan shaped) or pinnate 
(feather shaped). A hand splayed out with palm side up looks similarly to a 
palmate structured leaf. A pinnate palm has a central stem, like a pin. Both 
Florida and South Carolina claim the sabal palm – also known as a palmetto 
palm tree – as their state tree, the latter bearing its picture on their state flag. It 
is an excellent example of a palmate variety. Common palms like the coconut 
palm and queen palm are examples of pinnate palm frond structure. Seeing visitors 
photograph themselves with delight under the shade of a palm tree serves as 
another reminder of how lucky we are to call St. Petersburg our home.  

Banyans begin as epiphytes, a plant that grows on another plant Kapok tree at the Museum of Fine Arts

QUAKER PARROTS are seen and heard around St. Petersburg. They dart and 
dive, filling the air with their loud squawks.  They build large birdie condos that 
look like a giant balls of sticks where birds live together in community.  Heard 
overhead in Kensington Park on a recent trip to London, the scrappy bright 
green birds have indeed made homes in a number of urban areas, according to 
several conservation-minded website resources we checked.  

Mourning dove among jacaranda blooms
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Linda Dobbs

Haven’t you always wanted to step through 
a looking glass into a secret land, you 
know, wandering to wonderland? (Come 

on, admit it... you have!) It really exists here 
in St. Petersburg; it’s possible to go on a treasure 
hunt right here in our city and find hidden 
wonderlands! The Old Northeast is sort of like 
that, but the secret spots in this hunt take you 
out of the familiar.

Don’t believe me? Well, try it yourself with 
my mysterious hints. But, you have to promise 
not to use maps or the apps on your cell phone. 
This is an old fashioned treasure hunt using 
only written clues. Those who find the 
‘wonderlands’ can email me the answers; first 
one with all the correct answers wins. The 
winner gets a photo in the next issue, along 
with the answers for anyone who is still lost. 
(You will need a car for this adventure, or a 
bike if you’re really fit, but walking is really not 
an option.)

When we moved here 14 years ago we 
experienced our first stepping-through-the-
looking-glass experience when we stumbled 
upon a neighborhood about two miles to the 
south that was having a tour of homes. Okay, 
this is easy, some of you will say. But, not most 
of you – believe me! 
historic hideaway

This sort of enchanted forest is tucked away 
in a most unlikely place, although it is on the 
waterfront with its own private beach. It has a jungle-like setting and is historic, 
one of St. Petersburg’s oldest neighborhoods. In fact, a Civil War cannonball was 
unearthed there a few years ago. Originally, the Tocobaga Indians lived there, 
then pioneers were drawn to the land in the late 19th century. One of those 
original homes and acreage still exists and is even up for sale right now (no, I’m 
not a realtor). 

In 1937, a large section of homes was designed to be like a colony – the idea 
of a local well-known artist who worked with the architect. Uniquely, he included 
one of his original paintings over the fireplace in each home. Later a memorial 
garden of bricks with meaningful names imprinted on them was created in the 
neighborhood, but you would really have to search and brush leaves from them 
to uncover them.

To find this fairyland tucked away under a full canopy of oaks you must go 
south on Fourth Street, and turn left at The Chattaway at 22nd Ave. South 
(another secret place – a garden-style restaurant). Then head east to First Street 
South and turn right. Drive a bit more while looking forward and up and – there 
it is – the arched sign with the neighborhood name only slightly covered by green 
leaves. Welcome to wonderland! 

It still gives me a thrill to rediscover it even 
after all these years. After you have found it –or 
if you want to cheat – you can watch a YouTube 
presentation of this special place. (www.
youtube.com/watch?v=r1-s7ZJuiqA)
hiGhly uNlikely – southerN coMFort

You have to keep traveling on Fourth Street 
South for the next secret neighborhood. This 
one is tricky – especially if you’ve never been 
in this area – since Fourth Street South becomes 
Sixth Street South (because of the water). 
Then you turn east at the stop sign at 45th 
Avenue South, and travel east back to Fourth 
Street South and then turn right going south 
a few blocks and then west into the highlands. 
(Highlands? In Florida?) 

Are you confused? Good! Did you find it? 
A lovely name sign placed along a winding 
boulevard with large trees and grassy areas 
defines the enclave. You’re there at a special 
neighborhood that had 1920’s era Mediter-
ranean homes. A few are still there, along with 
others of various styles. I won’t tell you the 
name of the main street because that would 
give away the location. But, it is definitely 
above sea level – so that makes it high, right?
circle iN the square

The last secret place is not a neighborhood, 
per se, but makes its own community by itself. 
It is architecturally very unique, built in 1974 
by an award-winning architect. A doctor/
dentist couple apparently wanted a special 

place for their practice. The building, which houses four condos, won the Best 
Small Business Architectural Design in Florida. It has the only round elevator 
in Pinellas County – not only a round shaft but also a round car. It is surrounded 
and hidden by a canopy of oaks in the most unlikely location. A few of you may 
have visited the medical practice of a local doctor there, but most of you have 
never seen this treasure. In fact, you could have the address and never find it! 
So, here are some directions to help.

When traveling north on First Street North, just past the parking lot entrance 
to the Northeast Shopping Center, take a left turn at the traffic light. This is 
called 40th Avenue North, but it doesn’t stay that way! As it curves, it becomes 
38th Avenue North. At the next light, quickly make a right turn onto 39th 
Avenue North going northwest. At the next street, Third Street North, turn 
right and look for the slightly hidden entrance on the left. The name is so 
appropriate – did you find it? 

There are so many possibilities for stepping through the looking glass into an 
enchanted forest in our city. Look for more adventurous wanderings into a new 
world (as well as the answers) in the next issues of the Journal. If you have ideas 
for this hunt, let us know that, too, by emailing linda_dobbs@yahoo.com.  

Through the Looking Glass: A Treasure Hunt

Jean Riccio
LMT, MFR, NMT

727•642•2518
hellojeanriccio@gmail.com
jean.massagetherapy.com

women & couples – in the home

transform how you feel, function & live

Experience Tranquility & Vibrant Health

MA63040



VIRAGE BAYSHORE
Bayshore. Like Never Before.

3401 Bayshore Boulevard | Tampa
Starting at $1M

Offering 2,413 - 6,796 SF
viragebayshore.com  813.336.3460

475 2ND STREET N #701
Offered at $1,575,000

2 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 2,495 SF 
Isabel Caruso 727.772.3997

1465 51ST AVENUE NE
Offered at $469,999

3 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,160 SF 
Liane Jamason 727.755.3325

1 MANGROVE POINTE
Offered at $1,895,000

4 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 3,881 SF | St. Pete Bch.  
Tia Hockensmith 727.422.6127

5366 62ND AVENUE S
Offered at $1,795,000

4 Bed | 6/1 Bath | 4,110 SF  
Momberg & Stratton 727.560.1571

570 TALLAHASSEE DRIVE NE
Offered at 449,000

4 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,052 SF 
Linda Lee Gates 727.492.0389

185 BANYAN BAY DRIVE
Offered at $369,000

3 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 2,230 SF 
Bonnie Martinez 727-512-6355

STEVENSON CREEK TOWNHOMES
Keep the world out of sight but close at hand 

1108 Stevenson Ave. | Clearwater
Starting at $399,900

3 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 1,813 SF
stevensoncreek.com.com | 727.240.2211

1420 13TH STREET N
Offered at $595,000

3 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,520 SF 
Kevin Petelle 727.430.2576

THE SALVADOR
Artful & Innovative Living in the 

Heart of Downtown
199 Dali Blvd

1,483 SF Starting at $599,000
thesalvador.com | 727.475.7451

4400 45TH STREET S
Offered at $849,000

4 Bed | 3 Bath | 3,238 SF 
Debbie Zito 727.865.8326

165 RAMON WAY NE
Offered at $1,199,000

5 Bed | 5 Bath | 3,516 SF
Glen & Collette Richardson 727.224.6331 

• • 1.855.580.3758 | WWW.SMITHANDASSOCIATES.COM 
 TAMPA | ST. PETERSBURG | CLEARWATER

727.342.3800 | WWW.SMITHANDASSOCIATES.COM 

 TAMPA | ST. PETERSBURG | CLEARWATER | BEACHES

EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTIES. EXCEPTIONAL AGENTS.

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.

ONE ST. PETERSBURG
#1 Selling Condominium in Tampa Bay 
100 1st Ave N (Preview at 330 Beach Dr.)

Pricing from the $600s to $4M
Offering 1,402 - 4,062 SF

onestpetersburg.com | 727.240.3840

642 PONCE DE LEAON DRIVE
Offered at $529,900

4 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 2,638 SF | Tierra Verde 
Melissa Clark 727.865.3746
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Jeannie Carlson

The sign above the entryway says it all: Home 
of Enchanted Memories. Residents of the Old 
Northeast feel the magical vibe when they 

walk past this charming 1925 bungalow on First 
Street NE. The glitter of lights reflecting off crystal, 
glass, and ceramics around the front yard draws 
attention and smiles from passersby. The entire 
property is an eclectic smorgasbord of knickknacks 
that comes together to create a larger work of art – a 
visual representation of the life, energy, and joy of 
the home’s beguiling owner and art designer-collector, 
Gina-Marie Preen.

“Everything has meaning,” said Gina-Marie about 
each individual component of artwork and signage 
she owns. There is a story behind every trinket, every 
fragment of glass, and every oeuvre. As tantalizing as 
any piece may be, there is always more to each object 
than meets the eye. 

For instance, a string of diverse crushed beer bottle 
caps from a special gathering of friends dangles like 
a rosary, representing each friend and fond memories 
of that particular festivity. What looks like a church 
pew on the front porch is indeed a pew from First 
United Methodist Church where she attends services 
in downtown St. Petersburg. Gina-Marie bought the 
pew from the church at a sale the church had during 

Home of Enchanted Memories

its sanctuary renovations a few years ago. The pew is 
decorated with inviting accent pillows, including one 
that has “Home is where they have to let you in” 
embroidered on it.

Whimsical signage is strategically placed both 
inside and outside of the home. The messages are 
usually inspiring or humorous with a few missives 
teetering on a leap beyond sophistication. Displayed 
on one sign is: “Whatever makes you weird is probably 
your best asset.” Another placard states: “If you are 
treading on thin ice, you might as well dance.” 

Gina-Marie’s favorite sign is on the front porch: 
“Dare to Dream.” She bought her distinctive Old 
Northeast home in December of 2012. She is a special 
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needs teacher of kindergarten and first grade 
autistic students at St. George Elementary 
School in Palm Harbor. She says she likes to 
create safe spaces in her classroom, “a 
non-judgmental zone where it is safe to 
practice” for her students.

It seems she has created just such a space 
for herself at home. Gina-Marie says she 
doesn’t worry about breakables breaking 
and, at this point “nothing has ever been 
stolen.” If some glass, crystal, or ceramic 
does break, she takes the pieces to her 
backyard where she has been creating a 
mosaic along the back wall of an outbuilding. 
She and her mother began the project 
several years ago when her mother was living 
with her. Now Gina-Marie’s mother has 
Alzheimers and is living in a nursing home, 
so, again, the art has meaning and is a 
reminder of happy times.

Gina-Marie is busy making new memories 
as well, especially with her activities as a 
member of HONNA, the Historic Old 
Northeast Neighborhood Association. Last 
Christmas her home was part of the Old 
Northeast’s Christmas Candlelight Tour. “I 
had nine (Christmas) trees and consumable 
decorations,” said Gina-Marie. There is a 
HONNA porch party on her front porch the 
third Friday of designated months. 

A divorced mother with two adult 
children, Gina-Marie likes scouring flea 
markets, thrift stores, and antique shops for 
new pieces to add to her collection. Some things she 
has accumulated over her life’s travels, but most of 
her odds and bods have turned up since she took up 
residence in her current home.  

One of her great finds was a reproduction of an 
antique cup holder that she discovered at a Cracker 
Barrel; this perfectly holds and secures bottles in the 
outdoor  fountain which is the centerpiece of her 

yard. She is always collecting things, and she 
searches out items that are tactile as well as 
visually appealing. She likes “texture-
friendly layers.” 

Other novelties that are a recurring theme 
in the house are spheres. There are orbs of 
varying sizes, colors, and materials dotting 
the interior and exterior landscape of the 
home. Gina-Marie has a wicked sense of 
humor and doesn’t take herself too seriously. 
When asked about the frequent use of globes 
in her decorating, she replied, “I have 
ball-envy... I wish I’d had more guts when I 
was younger.”

Every day there is a welcoming, inspiring, 
and/or humorous message that Gina-Marie 
scrawls in multi-colored chalk on the large 
blackboard easel propped at the front of the 
porch. Neighbors find the signage uplifting. 
“I always look for the message when I walk 
by,” said one neighbor.

Gina-Marie’s daughter has suggested that 
she write down the story that goes with each 
treasure, put it in a book, or, at least place an 
inscription by each item to tell its unique 
story. If something happened to Gina-Marie, 
her daughter wouldn’t want to sell the home. 
“People could take a tour of the place. That 
way the bric-a-brac would always stay 
together and never be separated,” she said.

According to Gina-Marie, the house is an 
“ongoing forever project” because there is 
always room somewhere to display just the 

right enhancement. Everything adds some positive 
element to the overall décor. The house and its owner 
are aesthetically connected. “I am not a finished 
product,” said Gina-Marie. 
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NeiGhborhood MeetiNG 
Focuses oN ZoNiNG chaNGes

The June quarterly meeting of the 
neighborhood association on 
June 19 attracted more than 70 

residents interested to learn about 
upcoming changes in St. Petersburg’s 
Land Development Regulations, 

which will come before City Council on two consecutive Thursdays (July 13 
and July 20).

A presentation was made by Old Northeast residents John Barie and Joe Reed, 
both members of the city-wide ad hoc Neighborhood LDR Review Committee. 
The two have been conferring with 
City staff and meeting with City 
Council members regarding changes 
that would affect traditional 
established neighborhoods like the 
ONE. The primary focus of their 
concern is the size and scale of new 
construction, which threatens to 
continue a trend toward larger, 
box-like structures inappropriate to 
the character of existing houses on 
the block. John and Joe encouraged 
homeowners to register their concerns via email to the City Council by suggesting 
that a floor-area-ratio of 0.4 (with 0.2 ‘bonuses’) be recommended rather than 
the proposed 0.5 with 0.2 ‘bonuses’ – to better ensure appropriate scale 
construction. They also urged attendance at the July 20 meeting.

A lively discussion followed the presentation, with virtually all questioners 
expressing opinions strongly favoring LDR changes that would better preserve 
the qualities and character of the ONE. For more information about the LDRs 
and the July 13 and 20 meetings, contact Joe Reed at jdreed@tampabay.rr.com.

 At the outset of the meeting our neighborhood’s Community Police Repre-
sentative reported good news on low criminal activity in the ONE during the 

previous two months although vehicular burglaries and auto thefts continue to 
be an issue, largely due to unlocked cars or keys left in the ignition. Contributions 
to three local charities were presented from proceeds of last year’s Candlelight 
Tour of Homes [see below]. With a show of hands, about one-third of those present 
are new to the neighborhood, having lived in the ONE for less than a year. 

hoNNa coNtributes 
to local charities

At its June quarterly neigh-
borhood meeting, HONNA 
presented checks to three 
local charities from profits 
from the 2016 Candlelight 
Tour of Homes. Each organi-
zation received a check for 
$1,920. The recipient organi-
zations were: 

• Friends of North Shore 
Elementary (FNSE) is a non- 
profit volunteer organization 
which partners with the 

school, families, and faculty to identify needs, and provides sustainable resources 
to ensure it is a dynamic, engaging, and successful public school that serves families 
in the ONE and northeast region of the City. [www.fnse.org]

• American Heart Association/Pinellas Chapter: HONNA partnered with 
the AHA in February to recognize American Heart Month and its Go Red for 
Women campaign with several events and actions. This included ‘turn your home 
red,’ a neighborhood walk, a Red Dress Porch Party, and CPR training. These were 

Your Historic Old Northeast 
Neighborhood Association 
invites and encourages you to 

stay connected and on top of programs, 
events and other happenings in our 
neighborhood. Want to learn more 

about the neighborhood, become 
involved, share ideas, learn about 
events and dates of Porch Parties, and 
provide feedback? Use social media and 
‘Like’ and ‘Share’ our Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/honnaorg. We 
want to hear from you! 

ways to stay coNNected:
• Visit the HONNA website.
www.honna.org
• Become a member of HONNA. 
You’ll receive periodic informative 
email announcements.
www.honna.org/get-involved

• Volunteer for a project, program or 
event (such as Trunk or Treat, the 
Candlelight Tour of Homes, Porch 
Parties, Crime Watch). For more info 
contact Nikki Taylor at volunteers@
honna.org. 
• Follow HONNA on Facebook.
www.facebook.com/honnaorg
• Follow HONNA on Twitter and 
Instagram. There are two ways you 
can engage on both Twitter and 
Instagram: @honnastpete (Twitter/
Instagram) or tie everything 
together at #honnastpete. For 

instance, if you take a photo or 
write a tweet regarding HONNA, 
you can bring it to HONNA’s 
attention by using the hashtag 
#honnastpete. 
• Join NextDoorOldNortheast.  
This is a private social network just 
for residents of our neighborhood. 
HONNA is not affiliated with 
Nextdoor.com, and the views 
expressed by members are their 
personal views and do not always 
reflect views of the association.
www.nextdoor.com

For this issue we heard from a 
married-millennial-with-kids (who 
asked we not identify him), who has 

shared what might be a slightly different 

take on being neighborly. How about it? 
Have you had the police called on you 

lately? No? That’s great! You may want 
to thank your neighbors. Sometimes 
being neighborly means not calling the 
police – or the codes compliance office 
– on your neighbors even when you 
may legally have every right to do so. 
Sure, you may be very frustrated with 
whatever is making you consider calling 
911 or the non-emergency number 
(727-893-7780), but think to yourself 

first... is it really bothering me that 
much? Is this just a temporary thing 
that I can deal with until it’s over? Or 
is this something that I could just 
mention to them in passing the next 
time I see them? 

 Of course, it may seem easier to 
avoid confrontation, but is “avoiding 
confrontation” neighborly? Not really. 
Being neighborly and having a close 
community can mean feeling 
comfortable saying to your neighbor, “I 

don’t think you’re supposed to park like 
that” or “Hey, that was a really loud 
party you had the other day... mind 
keeping it down some next time?” or 
“I’m having a really tough time parking 
when you’re blocking the alley.”

You may be surprised at their under-
standing response and preventing the 
problem in the future. You might even 
become a little closer with your neighbor 
– and perhaps you may not have the 
police called on you some time.

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF COMMUNITY •  •  • 1911-2011

ST. PETE’S JEWEL ON TAMPA BAY
Rick Carson, editor      nsnaeditor@aol.com

OLD
NORTHEAST
NEIGHBORLINESS

Recently, concerned Old Northeast residents formed a new grassroots organi-
zation called Historic Old Northeast Forever (HONF) to fight the rash of 
demolitions of historic homes and the construction of incompatible oversized 
houses. Check out HONF’s website if you are interested in what the organization 
is doing (www.historicoldnortheastforever.org).

Marci Emerson (center) accepted the check for  
Friends of North Shore Elementary from HONNA 
Board members Natalie DeVicente and Melissa Clark 
(Candlelight Tour Chairperson) 
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done in memory and honor of the late 
Susan Alderson, the managing editor of 
the Northeast Journal, who died 
unexpectedly this past November. 
[www.heart.org/HEARTORG/Affiliate/ 
St.Petersburg/Florida/Home_UCM_
GSA016_AffiliatePage.jsp]

•Ronald McDonald House at Johns 
Hopkins/All Children’s Hospital – The 
Ronald McDonald House is a non-profit 
organization which offers private 
bedrooms/bathrooms nearby the 
hospital for families needing a place to 
stay while their children are receiving 
care at the hospital. Families share 
common areas and some meals are 
provided. Space is also available for day 
use in the hospital’s Outpatient Care 
Center. A donation of $10 per day per 
family is suggested for these provisions, 
but no family is turned away if it is 
unable to pay. [www.hopkinsallchil-
drens.org/patients-families/during-your- 
stay/ronald-mcdonald-house] 

resideNtial parkiNG perMit 
ZoNe to be expaNded

The City recently conducted a 
traffic study and determined that the 
criterion exists to justify expanding the 
current RPP (residential parking 
permit) zone in the southern part of the 
Old Northeast (basically Beach Drive 

NE to 3rd Street N and 5th Avenue N/
NE to 7th Avenue N/NE). 

Many residents who live in the 
blocks adjacent to the original RPP 
zone have seen an increase in 
non-resident parking in their streets 
and asked the City to add their blocks 
to the RPP zone. As a result, the City 
conducted a traffic study and 
determined that the criterion exists to 
justify expanding the zone. The 
HONNA board then voted at its May 
meeting to request that the City expand 
the RPP zone and to request that the 
City convene the Historic Old 
Northeast RPP committee to explore 
possible changes to the RPP rules and 
regulations.

As a result, the committee met with 
staff from the City’s transportation and 
parking management department on 
May 25. The main highlights of this 
meeting are as follows:

• The committee affirmed the 
HONNA board’s decision to expand 
the RPP into the following areas:

From 7th Avenue N/NE to 8th 
Avenue N/NE between Beach Drive 
NE and 2nd Street N

From 5th Avenue N/NE to 7th 
Avenue N/NE between 2nd Street N 
and 3rd Street N

• The committee approved an 
amendment to the rules and regulations 
to allow contractors a daily permit at 
the standard rate and available from the 
parking office ($10/day per vehicle)

• The committee approved an 
amendment to the rules and regulations 
to allow parking permits for short-term 
renters having a lease for a minimum of 
31 days to a maximum of six months; 
in addition, they would also be required 
to show proof of a legally licensed 
address for rental.

• The committee approved an 
amendment to the rules and regulations 
that would allow absentee property 
owners parking permits as they often 
frequent their properties to complete 

repairs or maintenance for longer than 
two hours; they would not, however, be 
eligible for any visitor parking permits.

The transportation and parking 
management department will develop 
a timetable for the RPP expansion and 
for the implementation of the changes 
to the RPP rules. A notice will be 
mailed out shortly to all properties in 
the expansion area. Once the RPP 
program goes into effect in the 
expansion area, either a residential 
parking permit or a visitor parking 
permit will be required for on-street 
parking in excess of two hours between 
8am and 8pm.

~ Ryan Malloy (trust board member from St. Pete)
Melissa Wyllie (executive director of the trust)

and a conference volunteer

Visitors “GiVe back”
For the first time in over ten years, 

the Florida Trust for Historic Preser-
vation held its annual conference in 
St. Pete this past May. In another first 
for the conference, a volunteer event 
to ‘give back’ to the host city was 
organized and chose to refresh the 
landscaping at the Jennie Hall Pool in 
the Wildwood Heights neighborhood. 
The pool, built in 1954 with matching 
funds from retiree Miss Jennie Hall, 
was St. Pete’s only pool for African 
Americans during segregation. It was 
designated a historic landmark in 
2011.

Organized by Old Northeast 
resident Robin Reed, the event 
brought together conference attendees, 
locals, and City staff for a morning of 
weeding, planting, raking, and 
mulching. The City, represented by 
Bryan Eichler and Kathy Markiewicz, 
provided the plants and staff members 
to coordinate the effort. City preser-
vation planner Laura Duvecot told the 
inspiring story of how the pool came 
to be during the challenging era of 
segregation in our city.

During lunch donated by local 
sponsors, volunteers admired their 
efforts, completed just in time for the 
seasonal opening of the pool. Reflecting 
upon the inspiring history of the pool, 
Melissa Wyllie, executive director of 
the trust, announced that in addition 
to the landscaping work, over $700 was 
donated, which will fund 71 
swim-lesson scholarships. Everyone 
agreed that the inaugural give-back 
event was a huge success!

rally ‘rouNd the FlaG  
Now in addition to your choice of 

either the burgundy or the green 
Preserve the Historic Old Northeast 
banner/flags, there’s a new limited-
edition version in good old American 
red, white, and blue. Go to honna.org 
to order yours and wave it proudly from 
your home. 

No need to wait! Online scheduling is now available  
with select physicians at BayfrontDoctors.com.  
Or, call 844-4BH-BHMG (844-424-2464) for an appointment.

And we’re making it easier with online scheduling. Bayfront Health Medical Group 
has primary care physicians dedicated to serving this community. For your convenience, our 
physicians make same-day appointments available, accept walk-ins and now offer online 
scheduling. All Bayfront Health Medical Group physicians are currently accepting new patients.  

Family and Internal Medicine
8730 4th St. North

Members of the Medical Staff at 
Bayfront Health St. Petersburg

   Here to help you experience 
a lifetime of good health.

Internal Medicine
603 7th St. South, Suite 400

ONLINE 
SCHEDULING 

IS NOW 
AVAILABLE.

97052_BASP_MedGrpNoDocs_9x4_18c.indd   1 6/23/17   5:16 PM
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when you’re questioning what the second act will be,” 
said Nancy.  

They came to St. Petersburg in January to look at 
a boat, but it just wasn’t the right one. While eating 
dinner on Beach Drive that night, the ambiance and 
charm of St. Pete made quite an impact on them. It 
was near sundown, the tiki torches were flickering, 
they were appreciating the lights in the trees at the 

Winston makes his way to the upper deck. Living room of CT-56’ sailboatDance Aweigh, Nancy and Kelly’s home

“When you leave land and go out on sailboat and 
cruise, you meet other people doing the same and you 
hear stories about adventures and adversities they 
face,” said Nancy. They have 7,000 miles out on the 
water under their belts. They crossed the Gulf of 
Mexico twice and had experienced 15'-20' seas with 
60 mph winds themselves. “It brings you a lot closer,” 

she said, “being out on a sailboat in the middle of the 
ocean; you’re a team.”

“You constantly learn things about yourself when 
you’re out on the water,” said Kelly. “Cruising has 
brought us together in a way that we could not have 
in a home. We rely on each other,” said Nancy. “You 
have be self-sufficient when you’re cruising. You can’t 
just pull into a gas station or even call somebody up 
on the phone, so, you do become a jack-of- 
all-trades.” 

“Nancy fixed the refrigerator on the boat after a 
repairman tried four times,” said Kelly. “She also 
replaced the whole A/C system on another boat, and 

in fact, a lot of guys come and ask her to take a look 
at their engines when there’s a problem.” 

In 2015, they sold the 56' sailboat, and their house 
was already rented out. So, in a sense, they were 
homeless. They rented a van in Norfolk, Virginia, put 
all the contents of the boat into it, and went back to 
Houston. They stayed with family and started their 
search for another boat. The search for the ideal boat 
went on much longer than they expected, and they 
commented how hopping around between family 
members’ homes while waiting for that right boat was 
a weird situation. It made them truly appreciate what 
it meant to have a home. “It’s an interesting situation 

park, and the boats on the waterfront. They looked 
at each other and, at the same time, said, “We could 
live here.”  

They went back to Houston, and then took a road 
trip out west to see the sights, and to visit family and 
friends while waiting for that perfect boat. They 
visited Las Vegas, the Grand Canyon, White Sands 
NM, many of the national parks in Utah and  Colorado, 
and then went back to Texas. 

Meanwhile, St. Pete was still on their minds, so 
they came back and rented a place here for a couple 
months. At this point, they had visited the farmers 
market, rode bikes all around, made some friends, and 

CRUISING THE SEAS continued from page 1
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had completely fallen in love with 
St. Petersburg. There was just a 
week before their lease was up and 
still... no boat. Seven months had 
gone by now and they started 
wondering if living on a boat just 
wasn’t meant to be. Then, things 
began to fall into place quite nicely. 

Nancy and Kelly ended up 
house-sitting for a new friend, 
ONE resident, Shelia King, when 
a broker called them up with good 
news; he had found an ideal boat 
for them on Marco Island. Sure 
enough, it was ‘the one.’ They were 
also fortunate enough to rent a slip 
at the downtown marina, which 
usually has about an 18-month 
waiting list.

act ii beGiNs

The two women and their two 
dogs have been living on a 40' 
Endeavour cruising boat named 
Dance Aweigh since August 2015.

This center-cockpit, Bob-Johnson-design sailboat has a living space of roughly 
600 square feet. It has a full kitchen, two bedrooms, two bathrooms, and a 
navigation station which doubles as Nancy’s work desk. Most everything on board 
is multipurpose. There’s a lot of hidden storage space, but as a rule for them, when 
one thing comes aboard, one or two things have to go.

It took four years to finally purge everything from their storage unit and they 
gave most everything to charity. Living the minimalist’s lifestyle now, they say 
they’re down to what matters most. 

One tough decision was what to do with their beloved new Tempurpedic 
mattress, but eventually they realized it was okay to cut it... literally. It now makes 
two beds in the Endeavour.

Nancy had traveled extensively with her golfing career. “Out of all of our 

travels, St. Pete is a real special 
place,” said Nancy. “One thing that 
drew us to St. Pete is its simplicity, 
its diversity, and its kindness. 
They’re friendly. They’re healthy. 
People are always outdoors. It’s 
charming, quaint, and quiet. It’s 
dog-friendly. It’s gay-friendly. We 
walk and bike everywhere. It’s a 
place that you want to come to and 
not leave.” 

“You just want to be in it,” said 
Kelly. “You make friends so fast. It’s 
not like that everywhere anymore.”

Between the sailing in Tampa 
Bay, all the museums, festivals, 
sports, and having so many choices 
of things to do and places to go, 
they fell in love with St. Pete rather 
quickly. They decided to get jobs 
here related to their passion for 
boating. Nancy is a yacht broker 
and Kelly is a sales manager for a 

company that sells 100% toxin-free bottom-paints for boats. They also ended up 
buying a condo here for the future when they stop boating. 

They both feel very blessed. When they look out at the skyline, they enjoy the 
feeling of being in a city, the beauty of the buildings, the waterfront, the parks, 
and the marina. They both say that St. Petersburg is a diamond in the rough, a 
hidden gem, and that a lot of people cruising who come through to go to the 
Bahamas completely miss downtown St. Petersburg.

“I go out for a walk downtown most every night,” said Nancy, “and I always 
come back astonished with what I come across. I come back saying, ‘Kelly, you’re 
not gonna believe what happened to me on my walk or who I met or what I saw. 
I love this place. It puts a smile on my face. It’s hard to compare this place to 
anywhere else.” 

New shuffleboard friends in St. Pete

Sharon Kantner
Realtor® & Old NE Resident

Direct 727.278.5866
SKantner@SmithandAssociates.com

ThisOldNEhouse.com

Specializing in Old Northeast, 
Snell Isle and Downtown

656 16th Ave NE

Just Sold

*TOP 1% OF REALTORS IN PINELLAS COUNTY

*According to the MLS Pinellas County production reports for 2016.
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Heather 
Lachance

7th Street

What is your favorite commercial?  
The herding cats commercial from the Super Bowl 
in 2000

A gadget you can’t live without:  
I could live without my IPad, but I wouldn’t want to.

Using only one word, name something significant 
about your life today.
Wife

Best thing about living in this day and age: 
Technology and electronics

Favorite childhood book:  
The Lion’s Paw by Robb White

What is something funny that has happened to you?  
It’s funny (in the amazing sense) that I got a college 
education given how I started out in school. 

If today was your last day who would you call or 
want to see?
My wife

If your house was burning and all family and pets 
were safe, what one thing would you grab?  
So my wife is safe? Then my wallet. 

What is your idea of exercise?  
Walking (especially at Sawgrass Park and along 
Coffee Pot)

Best thing about living in St. Petersburg:   
It’s not the U.S. Northeast. 

Best hidden “gem” in St. Pete:  
Sea Salt

What or who inspires you?  
My wife

What’s your favorite place to meet new people?  
Wherever my wife takes me, otherwise my reading 
chair. 

Favorite restaurant in St. Pete:
Sea Salt  

What’s your favorite quote?
“I had always imagined life as a kind of library” 
(Jorge Luis Borges) “and purgatory as an infinitely 
long meeting.” (J. Baesel)

If you were elected mayor of this city, what would 
be your first improvement?  
Resigning

What do you love most about living in this country? 
That I have the freedom to intensely dislike the 
president.                   

What is your favorite movie? 
Clockwork Orange                    

What is your first thought in the morning?    
How is my wife? And coffee.          

What is the most encouraging word/statement you 
can receive?
Thanks, Dad. 

Who is your favorite President of the United 
States? 
Barack Obama 

What was/is your favorite age?
Right now

What is your favorite commercial?  
Haven’t watched TV in 6 years

A gadget you can’t live without:  
My phone 

Using only one word, name something significant 
about your life today.
Balance

Best thing about living in this day and age: 
Comforts

Favorite childhood book:  
Guess How Much I Love You 

What is something funny that has happened to you?  
I once fell off the front of a boat, and while falling 
my bathing-suit bottom got stuck on something the 
and got torn off!

If today was your last day who would you call or 
want to see?
My parents, my best friends

If your house was burning and all family and pets 
were safe, what one thing would you grab?  
Computer 

What is your idea of exercise?  
Lifting weights 

Best thing about living in St. Petersburg:   
Small businesses 

Best hidden “gem” in St. Pete:  
Walking the neighborhoods of the Old Northeast 

What or who inspires you?  
My father 

What’s your favorite place to meet new people?  
Gym, dog park

Favorite restaurant in St. Pete:
Bodega 

What’s your favorite quote?
“And the problem is, we think we have time.” 

If you were elected mayor of this city, what would 
be your first improvement?  
Homelessness 

What do you love most about living in this country? 
Everything is at your finger tips 

What is your favorite movie? 
Homeward Bound 

What is your first thought in the morning?    
Coffee

What is the most encouraging word/statement you 
can receive?
“You have changed my life” 

Who is your favorite President of the United 
States? 
Reagan 

What was/is your favorite age?
Childhood 

To be considered for the Meet Your Neighbor page, contact editor@northeastjournal.org.

Jerry 
Baesel

Brevard Road NE

Nicole 
Rosser

Oak Street NE

What is your favorite commercial? 
Kia Soul hamsters commercial 

Using only one word, name something significant 
about your life today.
Peaceful

Best thing about living in this day and age:  
Travel capabilities

Favorite childhood book:
Green Eggs and Ham

If today was your last day, who would you call or 
want to see?  
My children

What is your idea of exercise?  
Anything that involves the body in motion

Best thing about living in St. Petersburg:
Being surrounded by water and the warm weather 

What’s the best hidden ‘gem’ in St. Pete?
The basement of Céviché

Who or what inspires you?  
Successful female entrepreneurs making their 
dreams come true

What’s your favorite place to meet new people?   
I love meeting new people no matter where I am. 

What’s your favorite restaurant in St. Pete? 
Annatta 

What’s your favorite quote?
“People are often unreasonable, illogical, and self-
centered. Forgive them anyway. If you are kind, 
people may accuse you of selfish ulterior motives. Be 
kind anyway. If you are successful, you will win some 
false friends and some true enemies. Succeed anyway. 
If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you. 
Be honest and frank anyway. What you spend years 
building, someone could destroy overnight. Build 
anyway. If you find serenity and happiness, they may 
be jealous. Be happy anyway. The good you do today, 
people will often forget tomorrow. Do good anyway. 
Give the world the best you have, and it may never 
be enough. Give the best you’ve got anyway. You see,  
in the final analysis it is between you and God; it was 
never between you and them anyway.  

If you were elected mayor of this city, what would 
be your first improvement? 
I would work to find a solution for the homeless 
population and find a resolution to the decisions 
concerning the Pier. 

What is your favorite movie?
When Harry Met Sally

What is your first thought in the morning?
I love my bed. Then three things I’m grateful for 
(besides my bed).

What’s are the most encouraging words?
Thank you

Who is your favorite President of the United States?
Ronald Reagan

What was/is your favorite age?
I’ve loved all the different ages of my life for 
different reasons. 



Strickland Property Group
Changing the Image of  Real Estate

FEATURED PROPERTY
936 17th Ave NE

RECENTLY REDUCED

Honored to be the #1 agent in
Pinellas County for the last 12 

months with $116,977,362 in sales!

Proudly representing two of the 
highest sales in Snell Isle

119 Bay Point Dr NE
Last listed at $4.35 million

Highest price per square foot in Snell Isle history

401 Cordova Blvd NE
Last listed at $3.57 million

Highest sale in Snell Isle in 2017Highest sale in Snell Isle in 2017

100 Beach Drive NE Ste 102, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
BonnieStrickland.com          727-698-5708

Fully renovated, just 150 yards from Tampa Bay and blocks from downtown

219 13th Ave N
WAS $915,000 

NOW $899,000

125 Maron St NE
WAS $1,425,000

NOW $1,399,000

725 34th Ave NE
WAS $1,945,000

NOW $1,895,000

4 bedrooms   -   3.5 bathrooms   -   2,922 square feet

$1,275,000
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Rebecca Malowany

spriNG boNNet tea

The St. Petersburg Woman’s Club held their 18th 
Annual Spring Bonnet Tea on April 23rd at the 
Club on Snell Isle. Proceeds from the event 

benefitted the club’s Historical Building Restoration 
Fund. The highlight of the event was the fashion show 
Accessorize & Glamorize presented by Patchington at 
Isla del Sol. Sophisticated attendees arrived wearing 
their Sunday best and beautiful spring bonnets. The 
elegant tea service was accompanied by a lavish spread 
of tea sandwiches, crudités, dainty desserts, and various 
gluten free items. 

Event chair, Joan Jaicks, presided over the event 
along with Oneita Tinsley and Joanne Walker. 
Committee members included Carolyn DeFreitas, 
Judy Zamanillo, Precella Wallace, Beth Timberlake, 
Nancy Lewis, Evelyn Nakelski, Harriet Leedy, and 
Diane Dudley. Oneita Tinsley, Marsha Irvin, 
Joanne Walker, and Laura Brock volunteered as 
serve tea. Evelyn Wilty brewed all of the specialty 
teas. Michelle Rego provided the musical enter-
tainment. Members Barbara Deininger, Cathy 

Allen, Gail Brazzell, and Cheryl Freeburg modeled 
all of the fashions. The Woman’s Club sends a 
heartfelt thank you to everyone who attended the 
event and the club members who prepared and 
donated all of the tasty treats. 

The St. Petersburg Woman’s Club belongs to the 
worldwide General Federation of Women’s Clubs. 
The Club has been active in the community since 

1913 and provides “hands on” volunteer work on 
many projects & activities. Their beautiful waterfront 
Clubhouse, built in 1929, is a local and national 
designated Historical Property. Guests are welcome 
to all activities. To receive more information on 
projects, activities, meetings, and membership, 
please visit their website at www.StPetersburgWom-
ansClub.org. 

Annette Reiter, Marci Emerson, Nikki Trojanowski, Kathleen 
Estevez, and Mya Rish

Oneita Tinsley keeps the tradition alive

Barbara Deininger, Judy Zamanillo, and event chair Joan 
Jaicks strike a quick pose

Precella Wallace and Trudy Rothenberg enjoy tea and tasty 
treats

Joanne Walker serving specialty teas
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OUT AND ABOUT

dinetryst.com           fb.com/trystDTSP            #SeeYouAtTryst           727.821.4567

dinetryst.com
fb.com/TrystDTSP #SeeYouAtTryst  

(727) 821-4567   |   240 Beach Drive, St. Petersburg, FL 

HALF-OFF  BAR  B I TES !
Daily during 4-7pm happy hour!
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OUT AND ABOUT

Relaxed 
Coastal Cuisine

Indoor-Outdoor Dining Banquets 
& Private Parties

400 Beach Drive NE • Downtown St. Petersburg
400beachseafood.com  •  727.896.2400

400 Beach Drive NE • Downtown St. Petersburg
400beachseafood.com  •  727.896.2400

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER
Albert Whitted Airport, Second Floor

thehangarstpete.com  •  727.823-7767

One Dali Blvd St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
 (727) 823-3767  |  thedali.org/visit/cafe-gala

TA PAS  •   E SPR E S S O  •   V I NO C OF F E E •  C A F E •  G I F T S •  A RT

300 Beach Drive NE • Downtown St. Petersburg
www.parkshoregrill.com  •  727.896.WINE

FINE FOOD WINE SPIRITS

New Banquet
Room - Parties

up to 100

For all your dining, banquets and catering needs

DAY C RU I SE S & C OR P OR AT E C HA RT E R S
www.GoToSteves.com

facebook.com/CATS-MEOW-Boat-Charter
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held at the Art Club in 1923. The Art 
School and Art Club were housed in 
a municipally owned building at 201 
Beach Drive, near the present site of 
the Fine Arts Museum.

In the beginning, the Art Club 
held ten exhibitions yearly during the 
winter tourist season. The public was 
given free admission periodically, and 
special outreach was made to school 
children. A contributor to the 
American Magazine of Art in 1924 
noted this. He described St. Petersburg 
as “the largest art center south of 
Atlanta” and the Art Club as “the real 
force for the extension and growth of 
the art phase of St. Petersburg society.” 
He said the Club’s “most important work” was “that 
of educating the school children in the understanding 
and appreciation of art.” He also wrote that “Because 
it is a resort city, St. Petersburg is able to reach large 
numbers of children – and grown-ups, too, for that 
matter – from not one state or two, but from all over 
the United States and also from Canada and other 
foreign countries.”

One of the first Art Club exhibitors was fauna and 
landscape artist George Innis, Jr., who had settled in 
Tarpon Springs. Another was landmark etcher, 
lithographer, and illustrator Joseph Pennell. In later 
years, there were exhibitions of World War I paintings 
by Captain George Harding; original illustrations 
from the Curtis Publishing Company of Philadelphia; 
the ‘Immigration Paintings’ of Susan Ricker Knox; 
and works of Frank W. Benson, a member of a unique 
group dubbed the Ten Painters of America. At the 
close of each year, an exhibition was held showing 
the works of students of the Florida Art School. 

Developer and historian Walter P. Fuller was twice 
president of the Art Club. He purchased several of 
the artworks exhibited. On one occasion, George 
Innis presented Fuller with a painting Fuller had 
admired. Innis refused to accept any payment. Fuller 
once asked Innis what his definition of art was. Innis 
replied, “Art is anything that in the mind or eye or 
ear of the recipient creates a pleasurable emotion.” 

The mission of the Morean is to connect people 
with art through innovative, community-oriented art 
and art education, and to contribute to the economic 
development of the region. In 2005, longtime supporter 
Beth Morean pledged $10 million to the Arts Center, 
which was then renamed in her honor. Today the 
Morean offers four areas of artistic activity. This 
includes the Morean Arts Center located at 719 
Central Avenue. Exhibits, classes, and workshops are 

offered for children and adults. The Center is also 
conveniently co-located with the Banyan Coffee and 
Tea Company serving breakfast and lunch. Behind the 
Arts Center is the Glass Studio and Hotshop offering 
glass-blowing demonstrations and classes. The Center 
for Clay is located in the Historic 1926 Seaboard 
Coastline Train Station, which houses ceramics 
classrooms, studios and a gallery. The Train Station is 
located at 420 22nd Street South.  Across the street 
from the Arts Center is The Chihuly Collection, a 
permanent collection of world-renowned glass artist 
Dale Chihuly’s unique artwork. This presentation is 

the first installation of Chihuly art in a 
building designed specifically for that 
purpose, and it is the only such privately 
held collection dedicated to Chihuly’s 
work. The Collection is marked at the 
entrance by an iconic 20-foot glass 
sculpture created especially for the site. 
Profits from the Chihuly Collection help 
fund the Morean’s community 
programming. In 2015-16, the Morean 
served 137,000 people, second in cultural 
center attendance only to the Dali, and 
had a budget of $3.6 million.

The Morean’s 100 years of history is 
being celebrated by a series of events. One 
has already been held. The exhibition 100 
Years/100 Artists displayed the works of 
100 St. Petersburg artists ranging from 

1917 to 2017. Many of the artists were important 
figures in our city’s history. There were works by Polly 
Knipp Hill, a talented print maker; Mark Dixon Dodd, 
the first artist of national repute to live in St. Pete, who 
designed the first homes in Driftwood and some along 
Coffee Pot Bayou. (“A beautifully designed home 
contains all the elements of a fine painting,” Dodd 
once said.) Another was William B. Harvard, who built 
the 1953 modern Williams Park band shell and the 
1973 Inverted Pyramid Pier. The exhibition also 
displayed works from contemporary artists, including 
Paul Eppling, Michele Tuegel, Duncan McClellan, 
James Michaels, Carol Mickett, Robert Stackhouse, 
and Tom McCarthy. 

Future centennial events include master artist 
workshops with notable artists such as Sam Abell, 
Tom McCarthy, and Joe Pintz; a series of ‘elevated 
events’ culminating in Masque 100, the ‘Party of the 
Century;’ additional exhibitions at the Morean Center 
including 99th Annual Members Show, Street/Urban 
Art Showcase & Josette Urso Show, and the 2017 
Holiday Show & Sale. Other exhibitions will be held 
at the Center for Clay. See www.moreanartscenter.
org. The year will be capped with the publication of 
a history of the Morean undertaken by Clint Page.

The Morean’s new executive director is Michael 
Killoren. Michael hails from the National Endowment 
for the Arts in Washington, D. C. where he was head 
of Local Arts Agencies and Challenge America, 
programs which support arts and culture at the local 
level. Previously he was head of Seattle’s Office of 
Arts and Cultural Affairs where he led an effort to 
restore arts education in the public schools. Before 
that, he was Seattle’s director of cultural tourism.

He first experienced St. Petersburg four years ago 
on a visit. He says he “was blown away by St. Petersburg. 
So much was happening in arts and culture. I had no 
idea St. Petersburg was such a wonderful city. After 

Acrylic painting (1975) by Charlotte Mullendore. The Ohio 
State grad came to St. Petersburg in 1946, and worked as a 
fashion illustrator for Maas Brothers Dept. Store, and later as 
a staff artist for the St. Petersburg Times and Independent. 

HISTORY continued from page 1

Scott J. Petrucci, ChFC®  

727.525.8484  spetrucci@pfginc.com
5999 Central Avenue, Suite 408 • St. Petersburg, FL 33710

Serving the Tampa Bay Area Since 1987

Looking to Create a Financial Plan?
We help simplify

complex financial matters
while managing risk

Scott Petrucci provides:
• Customized fee-based planning with a relationship

• A uniquely handcrafted asset allocation model that captures all of
your assets on a single page, quarterly with a personalized commentary

• A competitive money management fee structure 
• Knowing that a professional is helping you

monitor your financial situation

Registered Representative offering securities through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, member FINRA/SIPC. 
Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity. Advisory Services and Financial Planning offered through Vicus Capital Inc.,
a Federally Registered Investment Advisor. Investments and Services available to residents of FL, GA, SC, NC, NJ, CA, MI, OH, VA, MO, IL, TN.

The Florida Winter Art School and the St. Petersburg Art Club were housed in this municipally 
owned building located near the present site of the Museum of Fine Arts on Beach Drive.  
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my visit, I kept my eye on what was 
happening in St. Pete.” While he 
enjoyed his time at the National 
Endowment, becoming director of the 
Morean he says has brought his career 
full-circle. “I have learned that policy 
formulation and innovation occur at 
the local level. Becoming director of the 
Morean is a marriage made in heaven.”

Michael assumed his new job in June. 
“I have been welcomed by a tremendous 
amount of warmth, openness, and 
goodwill. Two weeks ago I was sitting at 
a restaurant outdoors, and a couple came 
up to me and said, ‘We are so glad you 
are here. Let us know if there is anything 
we can help with.’” He is impressed by 

the Morean’s 100-year history. “Having 
a 100-year run for an arts-and-crafts 
organization is phenomenal. Celebrating 
a 100-year benchmark is also a special 
opportunity to look forward. We have a 
responsibility to the community to look 
ahead. We need to be relevant if we are 
to survive another 100 years. Healthy 
organizations are in a consistent state of 
reinvention.”

Michael is in a listening mode, but 
he already has some ideas about where 
to lead the Morean in the next few 
years. “We need to continue to 
contribute to the intellectual vitality 
of this city. It is especially important 
that we facilitate conversations 

between young people and artists. 
Also, we need to bring together the 
Morean’s four different lines of 
business. I know this is a little 
confusing. I sometimes think many in 
the local community do not understand 
what we are all about, and we need to 
focus on communicating that clearly. 
Also, and I know it will take some 
time to figure this out, but we need to 
make sure no one will be turned away 
from the Morean for lack of resources. 
Every person in this community, if he 
or she wants to, should have the 
opportunity to learn the skills to have 
an expressive and creative life. And 
the Morean is not just what is 
happening inside its buildings, 
although that is important. We need 
to play a leadership role as a voice and 
advocate for artists, arts, and culture.” 

Michael also sees history and 
heritage as an important part of cultural 
arts. When he worked in Seattle as 
director of cultural tourism, his focus 
was on ‘culture writ large.’ “We tend to 
divide different aspects of culture into 
silos. I have spent a good part of my 
professional career disavowing that. Art 
and heritage, under the broad umbrella 
of culture, work stronger together. Our 
100-year celebration is a really excellent 
opportunity to have that conversation. 
As the saying goes, ‘You can’t know 
where you are going if you don’t know 
where you have been.’ St. Pete has a 
really strong sense of historic preser-
vation. That is a real asset.”

“I look around and see all the 
development, and it’s important to 
achieve a balance between new 
development and historic preser-
vation. I definitely get the feeling the 
community values history and heritage 
in St. Petersburg. It is important to have 
a strong sense of a city’s history and 
heritage. I have so much to learn there. 
I am pleased to see that the history 
museum has a great respect and appre-
ciation for the native communities that 
have called this place their home for 
centuries, as well as more recent history. 
Yes, art and history need to work 
together to advance similar goals. And 
I think particularly in a city like this, 
which is undergoing some pretty rapid 
change, it’s more important for culture 
bearers to understand what that history 
is and what those traditions are.”   

Sources: The American Magazine of Art 
(December 1924); David W. Baker, “J 
Liberty Tadd, Who Are You?,” Studies in 
Art Education, vol. 26, no. 2 (winter 
1985); Walter P. Fuller, St. Petersburg and 
Its People (1972); Karl H. Grismer, 
History of St. Petersburg (1924) and The 
Story of St. Petersburg (1948); Scott 
Taylor Hartzel, St. Petersburg: An Oral 
History (2002); Judy Lowe Wells, C. Perry 
Snell: His Place in St. Petersburg Florida 
History (2006); and communications with 
Clint Page and Michael Killoren. Will 
Michaels is the author of The Making of 
St. Petersburg and the Hidden History of 
St. Petersburg. He can be contacted at 
w m i c h a e l s 2 2 2 2 @ g m a i l . c o m  o r 
727-420-9195.

Traveling Icondance (2008), watercolor and ink on paper mounted on canvas by Carol 
Mickett and Robert Stackhouse. Mickett and Stackhouse came to St. Petersburg in 2003.  
In 2008, the Morean held an exhibition of their work entitled Waves of Meaning.

Rapunzel oil painting (2003). James Michaels 
was awarded a national fellowship in painting 
with exhibitions of his work in New York and 
California. He won best-of-show at Gasparilla 
(1990 & 2010) and exhibited at the Tampa 
Museum of Art. He exhibited at the Morean 
in 1985 and again in 2003.  
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J. Liberty Tadd was a nationally recognized 
arts education leader and director of the Public 
Industrial Arts School in Pennsylvania. 
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Duncan McClelland has studied glass art in Venice, Italy, and the US. After almost 30 years 
of creating and exhibiting his work he opened a glass art gallery and workshop in St. Petersburg.
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days a week helping out in 
any way he needed. Since 
many of the students did not 
know or understand any 
English, they especially 
appreciated his patience, 
good nature, and the creative 
ways he communicated with 
them.

I started spending time in 
his class with beginner 
students who were from the 
Congo, Russia, Ukraine, 
Colombia, Cuba, Morocco, 
Egypt, and a dozen other 
countries.

a special woMaN

After a few weeks of 
observing, we decided that I 
would work with an older 
student who has been in the 
US for many years but 
continues to struggle with 
written English and needed 
some extra help. She was a 

joy to work with and thrilled at the opportunity to have a one-on-one tutor to 
supplement classroom learning. 

From January through May, I worked with her every week. We exchanged 
family stories, discussed cultural differences, practiced reading, did homework 
assignments together and, during the last two months worked exclusively on 
prepping for her test to become a naturalized US citizen. Her determination 
and tenacity proved to be great assets as she improved dramatically over the 
months we worked together.

Every week when we finished our time together she thanked me for spending 
time with her. In addition to our one-on-one work, she attended the regular 
Tomlinson classes for the full day, five days a week. She also attended another 
English program two evenings a week at a church in Seminole.  

I’m taking off the summer to visit family and do some traveling, but I’ll 
return to Tomlinson in the fall as a volunteer. It has been rewarding and a great 
learning experience.  

Programs like this make me proud to be part of the St. Pete community. 

Lynn Lotkowitz

After retiring in January, 
I began looking at my 
bucket list of travel 

ideas and plans. Immediately 
after retiring, I participated 
in a wonderful ten-day trip to 
Cuba as a volunteer (see 
article in May/June 2017 
issue). I have trips to Greece 
and Poland on my list for 
later this year and next year. 
Although it’s my passion, like 
most of us,  I can’t travel all 
of the time!

Back home, I set out to 
find a meaningful way to 
contribute to my community. 
Could I find something here 
in St. Petersburg that might 
be tied to my interest in other 
cultures/countries while 
helping in some way?

After some research, I 
came across Tomlinson Adult 
Learning Center, a part of 
Pinellas County Schools. I 
inquired about volunteer 
opportunities.    
why toMliNsoN?

Tomlinson Adult Learning Center is located in downtown St. Petersburg, 
a short walk from my home, in a picturesque setting overlooking Mirror Lake. 
Tomlinson offers a variety of informative and inspiring classes to the global 
community: Adult Basic Education (ABE), General Educational Development 
(GED), English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL), and others.

I emailed the person who administers the English for Speakers of Other 
Languages program and was invited to visit a class to see what it was all about 
and meet the students. At the time, there were more than 200 learners enrolled 
in this program.

The ESOL students attend classes from 8am to 2pm. All of the classes are 
focused on learning English and include speaking, writing, reading, and compre-
hension. The most impressive part of the program was the enthusiasm and 
focus of the students. They were from every corner of the world and most had 
arrived in the US within the last few months. All arrived via different circum-
stances, but all seemed thrilled to be here and have an opportunity to participate 
in the Tomlinson program to help them assimilate to their new home.

I was assigned to work with teacher, Michael Glenn, a young high-energy 
educator who has a great understanding and empathy for our new residents. 
His attitude was welcoming and appreciative that I was willing to spend a few 

A Volunteer Opportunity Close to Home: Teaching English

ADVERTISE
in the JOURNAL

Contact Susan at 727.259.3149 or 
northeastjournal@gmail.com
for all your advertising needs.
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 AROUND THE BLOCK
GrouNdbreakiNG News For the New st. pete pier

O n June 28, City of St. Petersburg leaders, citizens, and members of 
the Pier design team gathered on the Pier Approach and at long last 
broke ground for the new St. Petersburg Pier. Approximately 200 

people gathered to be part of this historic event.

The New Pier, also called Pier Park, continues St. Pete’s long tradition 
of a pier as a downtown public gathering space for all people, and complements 
the downtown Waterfront Parks with its many green and eco-friendly 
features. Said Mayor Kriseman: “Adding to one of our nation’s largest publicly 
owned waterfront park systems is a tribute to our founders and a gift to our 
future. I was pleased to stand with so many of our citizens and community 
leaders to break ground on the new St. Petersburg Pier.”  

Attendees viewed displays of images of the new Pier and lifestyle images 
indicating what is to come. The new Pier will have activities for every family 
member to enjoy including waterfront views, fishing, education center, 
nature observation, play areas, dining and public art.

 Speakers included Mayor Rick Kriseman, Deputy Mayor Kanika Tomalin, 
City Council Chair Darden Rice, Chris Ballestra (city development 
manager), Vince Lee, (pier project designer), Steve Urgo (St. Petersburg 
citizen and supporter of the new St. Pete Pier), Betsy Johnson (incoming 
9th grader at St. Petersburg High School).

If you missed the groundbreaking ceremony, you can view it and read 
additional information at www.newstpetepier.com.  

MM34591

DESIGNED TO RELAX.
Affordable. Convenient. Luxurious.

NOW OPEN!
Corner of 4th St N & 5th Ave N

$49 Intro Massage
727.823.3700  |  MassageStudioSpa.com  |  Open 7 Days & Evenings
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Livia Zien

Flower has no eyes. Bunny La La has pneumonia and 
needs surgery on her hind leg. Lil’ Sugar had an 
infected uterus and low blood sugar. These 

descriptions might conjure up images of despondent 
chihuahuas, but it could not be farther than the truth 
– certainly not at Pawlicious Poochie Pet Rescue. 

Jaime McKnight, owner and founder calls out, 
“Flower come here,” as the blind little pup wanders a 
little too close to the road. McKnight explains, “Flower 
is funny. She goes all over the place!” Flower’s loss of 
sight certainly has not impeded her inquisitive and 
playful nature. In fact, none of the residents of Pawlicious 
display any signs of past hardships.  “You would never 
know she doesn’t have any eyes. Dogs are super resilient!”

McKnight rescues old, critically ill, and handicapped 
small dogs from kill shelters all over Florida, and rehabil-
itates them in her own home in Shore Acres, until they 
are adopted. She says, “Old dogs are great whether they 
live for a day, a month, or a year. They’re so sweet. 
They’re already settled in and have so much love to give. 
I just want them to be loved and not die in a shelter.” 
She has had no trouble finding adopters either. “I just 
tell their story.” 

Four years ago, Lucy, an Italian greyhound found her 
way into McKnight’s life, and together they started Pawlicious. She was McKnight’s 
first rescue. Lucy had some blood issues and was surrendered by her owners who 
could not afford the care. “The kids loved her. We did a little kissing booth at 
rescue events.” Now, her rescue focuses on small dogs.

She consistently has over 100 rescues every year. Many of them are from puppy 
mills used for breeding. Puppies are delivered by C-section, and they are dumped 
on the street when they cannot breed anymore. She explains, “Laws aren’t strong 
enough. Dogs are looked at as property.” Such was the story of Lil’ Sugar who 
was thrown away in a cardboard box in an apartment complex in Miami. When 
McKnight rescued her a little more than a month ago, her infected uterus was 
minutes from bursting. She had low blood sugar and needed immediate treatment. 
She was hospitalized for 2 weeks, and later underwent surgery again to remove 
a mass and for major dental surgery. “Now she’s doing great, and she’s back on 
track! She’s one of my little spokesdogs,” adds McKnight.

When the Humane Society of Tampa Bay adopted Flower out, McKnight 
says, “One eye was dead and one was bulging out of her head. Someone who 
follows my rescue, surrendered her to me.” She spent $3000 and had her eyes 
removed and performed much needed dental work. McKnight often spends 
$1000 to the upwards of $6000 on her rescues for dental and orthopedic 
surgeries. So, she has a third job where she works at Partridge Animal Hospital 
to pay down her debt. 

What is remarkable about Jaime McKnight is not just her boundless compassion 
for animals in need. She is a realtor for Compass Real Estate, runs a pet-sitting 
business, and of course, operates her pet rescue, and works at Partridge Animal 
Hospital. She virtually burns the candle at both ends.

Her typical day starts early. “I’m up. I’m medicating them, changing diapers, 
changing pee pads, getting everybody ready for the day. I check on surgery and 
check on the hospital cases before I go into the office. At midday, I come back 
and check on these guys again. Then I go back to the clinic. Before I go back to 
the office, I do a midday walk for my pet sitting clients. After work, I am back at 
the clinic getting the dogs, out pet sitting doing the evening route, then back 
home doing evening resettlement. If there is a critical case at the hospital, then 
I go there and check on them.” She returns home, goes to sleep, and does it all 
over again the next day.

Her business has flourished with over 83,000 followers 
on her Pawlicious Facebook page. She attributes her 
success to transparency and continuity. “I think you owe 
it to the public if they’re supporting you. I let them see 
what they’re supporting and what they’ve made possible.” 
She posts regularly on her page to let her donors see 
their contributions in action. She maintains the names 
of the rescues so they can be followed more easily. “They 
see that it’s so hands on.”

McKnight is still a one-woman show. “I don’t use 
fosters. I have no employees. I save 5-6 cases at a time. 
Adoptions make room for new ones.” She continues, 
“You have to do it right. You can’t just get dogs and give 
them vaccines. You really have to make sure you put 
them in the right home.” Drawing from her realty 
experience, she is always making matches: in one case 
matching a home to a person, and in the other, matching 
a rescue to a home. “I know the dogs inside and out. I 
get to know the people, too. I can say exactly what dog 
will be right in their house.”

She has always had the love for pets. Growing up in 
Dunedin, she walked to Highland Animal Hospital, 
working to clean kennels at the age of 15. Her passion 
grew into a mission, “I just wanted to make a little bit 

of a difference because I feel I have been so blessed... but then it snowballed. I 
don’t have a magic wand – I just do the best that I can.” It can be heartbreaking, 
and she says, “You can lose your faith sometimes, but then you have amazing 
adopters. They love my dogs to the end. They call. They text. They email me.” 
She maintains relationships with her adopters, many of whom are repeat adopters.

“Some of the rescues were hit by a car, or had to have a cancerous mass removed.” 
Her adopters know that there is no guarantee. “They know that they’re getting 
less- than-perfect dogs. They just want to be part of the solution to give these guys 
the best days for however long they have.”

There is no mistaking, McKnight’s dogs are a little spoiled. She treats them to 
a ‘freedom burger’ from El Cap after getting out of the shelter, symbolizing that 
the best is yet to come. “I like to take them out all over Beach Drive, to the 
Saturday morning market, all the hot spots. They’ve eaten at all the best 
restaurants.” She gives them ice cream. “Some people think it’s a little overboard. 
But here’s my thing: these dogs have suffered unimaginable neglect and abuse. 
Let them have a hamburger. Let them have ice cream. Let them have frilly dresses... 
crazy outings because their time is really so limited.”

The crux of her belief is profound. “I try to educate people. These are dogs with 
broken spines from abuse. People dump old dogs because they’re sick. Some are 
blind. Some are missing limbs. We see it as, ‘Oh gosh...!’” Humans see it as a 
situation needing sympathy. “But they don’t. It doesn’t even faze them. My whole 
thing is their pain... a sore mouth or infected eyes that need to be fixed so that 
they can be whole again. They don’t care that they can’t see. They just want to 
be loved. It just takes food, love, and safety, and they thrive. You can’t beat cancer 
and things like that.”

As she watches her Flower, Bunny La La, and Lil’ Sugar, she says, “We really 
try to live in the moment like the way dogs do. Look, even after all they’ve been 
through, their tail still wags. They really give unconditional love.”

It seems that at Pawlicious, unconditional love goes both ways. 

For more information about Jaime McKnight’s pet rescue, visit www.facebook.com/
PawliciousPoochiePetRescue.

A Heavenly Haven for Hounds 

Flower Bunny La La on Memorial Day Lil Sugar Jaime and Lucy

GOODNESS InDEED
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L A S E R  &  A E S T H E T I C S
l u m e n

We Treat Skin,
Because We Know Skin

Located in Downtown St. Petersburg
(St. Anthony’s Hospital Campus - 

Suncoast Medical Clinic)

Jennifer Landy, MD,  
Board Certified 

Ophthalmologist

Jennifer Webster, PA-C, 
Physician Assistant, 

Cosmetic Dermatology

Allison Kyle, ARNP,  
Nurse Practitioner, 

Cosmetic Dermatology

James Connors, MD, Medical Director  
& Board Certified Dermatologist 

lumentampabay.com   
(727) 824-8399

620 10th Street North, Suite 3A, 
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Our Services:
Laser Facial  Rejuvenation

Permanent Laser  Hair Reduction

Vein Treatments

Eyelid Rejuvenation  (blepharoplasty)

SmartLipo™ (fat reduction)

Neuromodulators  (Botox Cosmetic®)

Now Featuring TightSculpting  
(laser body sculpting and skin tightening)

Next Generation  Dermal Injectables

Advanced Skin  Care products

AROUND THE BLOCK
Top Chefs Come Together to Raise Money For PARC
Proceeds to benefit culinary arts students with special needs

PARC’s third annual Top Chefs event will be held at The Birchwood in 
their Grand Ballroom on Saturday, July 15. Top Chefs raises financial 
support and awareness for PARC’s Culinary Arts Program and the 

opportunities it provides to individuals with special needs. It teaches those in 
the program to cook for themselves and choose nutritious and well-rounded 
recipes, giving them more independence. Most importantly, the program also 
trains and certifies each individual for future job opportunities in our local, 
thriving hospitality industry. Multiple graduates from the program have been 
placed in kitchens throughout the county and are earning impressive salaries. 

As featured in the September/October 2016 issue of the Northeast Journal, 
PARC’s Top Chefs fundraiser has become a ‘must-attend’ local event and 
sells out annually. Its popularity is due to the pairing of top restaurants and 
their chefs with students from the Culinary Teaching Kitchen @ PARC to 
serve delicious food and showcase the collaboration of all participants for 
an invaluable training experience. 

Restaurants scheduled to attend include Birch & Vine at The Birchwood 
(a big thank you to Chuck Prather!), Guppy’s, Rusty’s Bistro at The Sheraton 
Sand Key, 1200 Chophouse, Clear Sky on Cleveland, and Tryst. Jenn 
Holloway, from WFLA News Channel 8, will serve as the emcee for the 
event. Open bar and signature drinks will be provided by Breakthru Beverage 
Group and desserts will be provided by LeAnn’s Cheesecakes.

plaNet FitNess opeNs solar-powered club iN st. petersburG

The new Planet Fitness location at 5335 66th Street N is the first to be 
completely reliant on solar power!

Congressman Charlie Crist joined the ribbon-cutting ceremonies on 
July 7. This is the first 24/7 Planet Fitness ever to be a net-zero energy 
building, meaning it will be 99.5% reliant on sustainable solar power. 
Thanks to using strictly solar energy to power the 20,000 square-foot 
location, more than 5,600 tons of carbon dioxide will be eliminated, the 
equivalent to the planting of more than 130,000 trees.

Planet Fitness offers low prices and a variety of benefits including a 
hassle-free environment called the Judgement Free Zone, cardio and 
strength equipment, fully equipped locker rooms, flat screen televisions, 
unlimited small group fitness instruction by a certified trainer, and much 
more. But more importantly, this location is tending to the well-being of 
its members and the planet. 

PARC client Allison; Anthony from PARC with Chef Chris Burghart from Snappers
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St.  Pete’s  most reliable!
©

Dog Walking & 
Petsit t ing

Hou se Check+

Learn more online, or call us any time.

We offer many services that relieve your 
stress and take care of things when you’re 
out. Whether it’s daily workday walks for 
Fido or keeping an eye on the homestead in 
your absence. 

aWalk AroundTheBlock.com 727-483-4554

Happy Summer
from VLVT Salon

–––––––––––
$25 OFF any
color services
or $10 OFF

any haircut
–––––––––––

Book online
vlvtsalon.com

727.209.8588
–––––––––––

Downtown St. Pete
538 Central Ave

PEOPLE AND PETS
To submit photos or to be photographed, contact The Northeast Journal. 

Email your HIGH RES digital photo to Diana Krause Geegan at dkghomes@gmail.com. Please include your name, address, phone number, and pet’s name. 

Tonya Strubbe with Buster, Toby, and  
Hemingway the parrot – Cherry Street NE

Angie Pecoraro with Misha
7th Avenue South

Richard Gelman with Ginger
Beach Drive NE

Max Helt-Fellner and Chevy
9th Avenue North

Robbie and Mayuka Robins with Luna, Sora, and Pinky  
27th Avenue North

Susan Holzworth with Opti
4th Avenue North

Jan Keller with Gizmo
Bay Street NE

Diana K Geegan with Bentley
Beach Drive NE

Tim O’Leary with Shadow
3rd Avenue North
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AROUND THE BLOCK
 

two success stories FroM FrieNds oF strays

River the puppy was found with his three sisters lost in the woods, 
malnourished and afraid. At only four months old, these little guys were 
terrified of people. It took the Friends of Strays staff about a week of 

patience and gentle work to get these three sweet tykes to begin to peek their 
heads out of their crates. It didn’t take long after that before they realized that 
humans meant love, food, and attention and were eager to greet their caretakers. 
All, except River. 

As the only brother, River was picked on by his bigger sisters and was a little 
less trusting of people. He grew close with the animal care staff, but he was 
picky about who he decided was trustworthy. He didn’t show well in his kennel, 
and favored staff over visiting adopters. River was placed in foster care to help 
him experience a home life as well as to expose him to new sights and sounds. 
River bonded well with his foster family, but was still unsure of strangers. When 
River returned to the shelter, he was back to his old habits of not showing well 
to adopters. After more 
than a year of trying to find 
a loving home for River, his 
luck changed. 

On one bright spring 
afternoon, a family came to 
meet him. Not fazed by 
River’s wariness or 
standoffish behavior, they 
returned day after day until 
they became familiar faces. 
Through patience and 
unwavering love, they 
eventually won River over 
and brought him home. He 
has a new rescue brother and they’ve become best friends living the good life 
with their new family! That’s River on the right, with his new brother, Murphy.

And here’s a story for the cat lovers... Swiss Miss came to Friends of Strays 
as a little kitten. Unfortunately shelter life was hard on her and she became 

reserved and unsure of humans. After over three years of waiting for the right 
home to find her, a woman came in and knew she was meant to give Swiss 
Miss a second chance. 

Last we heard Swiss Miss – now Charlotte – is affectionate, loves attention 
from her new mom, and is hilarious. “She loves sprawling on my paperwork, 
looking out of the windows, and rolling around on the carpet.”

If you’d like to write a success story of your own, adopt a cat or dog! We’d 
love to feature you on the Journal’s People and Pets page.

Visit FriendsofStrays.com to check out dogs named Stacy, Macy, and Claudia! 
And you’ll meet kitties from Bambi to Bandit, Hiccup to  Harriet, Raven to 
Rorschach, along with such lovebugs as Clover, Dipstick, Everest, and Firefly. 
You’ll also be introduced to sweet one-eyed General. (Take it from this NEJ 
staffer who recently adopted Hope who has no eyes... blind cats are amazing!)

Friends of Strays houses up to 100 cats and around 15 dogs. They are available 
by appointment during business hours to drop off approved strays.

Friends of Strays is 
open Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday 
1-7pm, and 10am-4pm on 
weekends (closed Tuesday). 
They can be reached at 
727-522-6566, and their 
address is 2911 47th 
Avenue N in St. Pete. 
Visitors can stop by the 
adoption center to take 
home their new fur family, 
no need to make an 
appointment. Tell them 
the Journal sent you! 

Friends of Strays is a non-profit, no-kill animal shelter founded in 1978 in St. Petersburg, FL, 
dedicated to the care and adoption of homeless pets. We provide services to the neediest section 
of our pet population, the homeless animals of Pinellas County. These services include spay/
neuter surgery, medical treatment, socialization, and daily care until each animal is adopted.

It’s not just a house, it’s a homeIt’s not just a house, it’s a home

727.409.3873
www.hefeldman.com

Providing quality home building and remodeling services 
in the Tampa Bay area, since 1974.

FELDMAN
& SON

B U I L D E R S  A N D  R E M O D E L E R S

Shirt Tales from
URBAN CLEANERS

215 38th Avenue North – Pick-up & Drop-off
1800 4th Street North – Drive Thru Service

 
You’ve admired the changes and improvements within our community. 

Our attempt is to change our image and your fabricare experience. 
• Owned by the same family and superior staff

• Using the finest products available
• New décor

 
Drop-off then pick-up and pay at our same low prices

  OR... SAVE MONEY TWO WAYS:
1. We now offer LOWER PRICES 

for prepaid patrons
• Drop-off/price/inventory/pay then pick-up

  OR...
2. Drop-off and go!

With your credit card securely on file, 
you can drop-off and pick-up extra fast*

Our objective is to save you both time and money.
We welcome your suggestions for future improvements!

We hope to help you look your best, do your best, 
and be your best for a more reasonable price.

Regards,
The Staff of the New Urban Cleaners

*Your credit card will be secure in the strongest sense of the word. None of our staff will have access to your account information. 
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The Heart Gallery provides an emotionally safe way to connect children 
with families through a traveling exhibit featuring the faces and stories of 

local foster children ready for adoption. www.heartgallerykids.org. 

Noah loves to smile and laugh – 
especially when accompanied by Elmo! 
He enjoys watching Bob the Builder on 
the Nick Jr. channel. His favorite colors 
are red and blue. His significant and 
pervasive medical challenges make 
daily life a challenge to navigate, but he 
does it with happiness and joy. Noah 
will need a family that will empower 
him and help him engage in the world 
on his own terms. DFL-101195851

Emily enjoys singing, dancing and 
listening to music. She also likes to sleep 
and play with her friends. Emily loves 
food – there’s not much she doesn’t like 
or isn’t willing to try. If you want to make 
her day though, feed her pizza! She loves 
reading, and “Frozen” tops her list. Cats, 
dogs and horses catch her fancy. When 
she grows up, Emily wants to be either a 
lawyer or a judge. LSF-101231424

NOAH, AGE 7

EMILY, AGE 17

Photo courtesy of Petal & Vine Photography

Photo courtesy of Jonathan R. Photography

THE HEART GALLERY

Now Serving Old NE,
365 Days A Year

M-F 8AM-8PM
S-S 9AM-4PM

Medicare, 
Blue Cross,

United, Aetna,
Cigna Optimum,

Freedom,
Wellcare,

Tricare, Avmed,
Humana*

$75 Visit
For Self Pay

Patients

Local Doctor Owned Small Business

No Appointment Needed

Zero To Minimal Wait Times

Treatment For Common Cold To 
Broken Bones & Everything In Between

Physicals: Sports, School, Yearly,
Employment, DOT, Pre-Op

IV Fluids, Xrays, EKG, Lab Services Onsite

Ages 3 Months And Above

B12 Shots, Testosterone Shots, 
Flu Shots & More

School/Sports Physical Special $20

120 2nd Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33701
(2nd Street & 2nd Ave South, Downtown)

727.851.9993 Faraz Pasha, MD
Board Certified Family Physician

Why Wait Hours in the Lobby of an Urgent Care? 
Be IN AND OUT in 30 Minutes

AROUND THE BLOCK
traiNiNG kids... helpiNG FaMilies... haViNG FuN

The Kind Mouse Productions is a small but mighty non-profit right 
here in St Pete that aims to provide much needed food for hungry Pinellas 
County children in several different schools.  The Kind Mouse became a 
501(c)(3) in May 2012. To date, they have delivered over 32,000 meals 
confidentially to children.  This takes many volunteers over the course 
of many hours to complete. The Kind Mouse relies on grants, food drives, 
individual and corporate sponsorships, and events to raise money to 
purchase these food items. 

The 5th Annual Mousequerade will be held this year on August 19 
at the Pasadena Yacht & Country Club located at 6300 Pasadena Point 
Blvd S in Gulfport. Tickets are available at www.thekindmouse.org/2017. 

This fun event will include live 
music, plentiful hors d’oeuvres, jewelry 
treasure chest, silent auction, face 
painters, photo booth, artists, wine 
auction, and more.  

Mouse Nibbles Weekend Feeding 
Program: Nonperishable food is 
provided each and every weekend to 
the ‘hungriest of the hungry’ students 
in the Tampa Bay area. This is a confi-
dential program, where volunteers feed 
regularly 350 students on average, but 
up to 400 over the summer.

Kind Mouse Transitional Families: 
A 90-day program for hardworking 
individuals and families affected by the 

economy.  Food, houseware, and pet supplies are provided. Families come 
to the pantry to ‘shop.’ Most families do not stay in the program for the 
90 days because once they realize they can feed their families, they are able 
to clear their heads and find some sort of employment. 

Jane’s Pantry: A program designed for hungry students today in 
conjunction with Pinellas County School Board (PCSB). A counselor will 
determine their needs and come to our location that same day.  The Kind 
Mouse provides nine meals for each child in the family. There are two 
locations – the Kind Mouse pantry and Bayside High School in Clearwater.

Mice In Training & Mice Intern Programs: Two programs designed 
to sustain The Kind Mouse in years to come.  Mice In Training is targeted 
at 5-to-12-year-olds who learn about the mission of The Kind Mouse, 
volunteerism, and the importance of eradicating hunger. Kids shadow 
organization leaders and adult volunteers. They work as volunteers at 
events. They budget, purchase, and pack food for the “Mouse Nibbles” 
program; run food drives; and participate in fund-raising activities. The 
children also have an opportunity to develop their public speaking skills 
by speaking at meetings and events. When a child reaches the age of 13, 
and with sufficient volunteer experience under their belt, they are eligible 
to graduate and become a Mice In Training Intern. 

Mouse Interns is targeted at 13-to-18-year-olds. These young adults 
further their knowledge of nonprofit administration by interacting and 
collaborating with other non-profit agencies in the community including 
Angels Against Abuse, Ready For Life, Hannah’s Homeless, Hands Across 
The Bay, and Volunteers of America. They also work with adult volunteers 
from corporate entities such as Wells Fargo, Franklin Templeton and 
Allstate to further the mission of The Kind Mouse.

 For information, please contact Gina Wilkins, founder and CEO at 
Gina@TheKindMouse.org, or call her at 727-518-5575. 
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1849 Bayou Grande NE 
$2,500,000 | Web ID U7803117
Jessica Denig & Sandy Waterbury    
813.713.1301

555 5th Avenue North #824
$2,395,000 | Web ID U7793876
Gunn-Swainston Group 
727.421.7234

614 Columbus Drive 
$2,495,000 | Web ID U7768345
Gunn-Swainston Group 
727.421.7234

10489 Shady Oak Lane
$425,000 | Web ID U7822831
Lori Brown
813.846.5014

555 5th Avenue NE #814
$2,195,000 | Web ID U7793878
Gunn-Swainston Group 
727.421.7234

3255 Buffalo Run 
$12,000,000 | Web ID U7611258
Gunn-Swainston Group 
727.688.8875

2917 Sunset Way 
$6,000,000 | Web ID U7810611
Gunn-Swainston Group 
727.421.7234

1339 Playmoor Drive 
$1,199,000 | Web ID U7809827
Gunn-Swainston Group 
727.421.7234

10101 Tarpon Drive 
$1,399,000 | Web ID U7805859
Gunn-Swainston Group 
727.421.7234

255 8th Avenue NE 
$839,000 | Web ID U7822045
Frank Fage  
727.492.7817

747 4th Avenue North A-Penthouse
$650,000 | Web ID U7808057
Kelly Lee McFrederick  
727.410.3605

6900 2nd North Street 
$434,500 | Web ID U7788100
Kelly Lee McFrederick 
727.410.3605




