
Will Michaels

St. Petersburg’s first golf 
course was established 
near Bayboro Harbor in 

1907. Backers of the golf 
course included early city 
notables such as William 
Straub, editor of the St. 
Petersburg Times ;  Noel 
Mitchell, who would become 
mayor in the early 1920s;  
C. A. Harvey who developed 
what is now the Old Southeast 
Neighborhood and adjacent 
Bayboro Harbor; postmaster 
and conservationist Roy S. 
Hanna; and A. F. Bartlett after 
whom Bartlett Park was 
named. The course was not a 
success as virtually the only 
way to get to it was by boat.

The first successful course 
was opened in 1916 by the St. 
Petersburg Country Club 
where the Jungle Country 
Club Hotel was later built (now 

St. Petersburg Country Club: 
Glorious Heritage

Painting the Town
Livia Zien

I moved here eight months ago and saw these gorgeous 
buildings… I thought to myself: Someone needs to paint 
these!” In September 2012, Victoria Arendt made the Old 

Northeast her new home, for what seemed at the time, simply 
practical reasons. Call it Kismet. Call it what you will. Arendt is 
now gracing us with her creative perspective on our beautiful city.

No one would imagine that St. Pete has been her home for 
less than one year. She knows the history of the buildings she 
paints. She remembers stories of people in her paintings. She still 
feels the feelings she captured when painting a scene. Visions of 
St. Petersburg, was her first series of paintings here. “What was 
great about doing this series,” she explains, “is that when people 
saw the paintings, they would tell me stories about these buildings.” 
She learns of the past while telling the story of our present.

Growing up in Toledo, OH, Victoria was surrounded by an 
artistic family. With an architect father, all four sisters expressed 
their creativity in some form of art. For Victoria, though, her first 
compelling encounter occurred when she was a little girl. Her 
face lights up when asked about Helene’s Florist. “… Richard Estes. 
Every time I go back to Ohio, I always go to the Toledo Museum 
of Art. I know the museum like the back of my hand. I know 
when they move a painting or get a new painting. Richard Estes’ 
painting is just the most beautiful! I remember looking at it as a 
kid – I couldn’t believe it was a painting!” She had been intro-
duced to photorealism. 

Even though Estes’ painting had piqued her artistic curiosity 
at such an early age, she chose a more traditional path as an adult. 
She studied finance and management and worked in the multi-
family housing industry in corporate America, always feeling the 
need to take the ‘responsible’ path. “You get to that age where 
you should have a job – you’re supposed to go to work. You have 
to get that weekly paycheck.” Immersed in her career, she rarely 
painted, but her desires would frequently drift back to art. A few 
years ago, her career took her out to Los Angeles, and she reflects, 
“I’m in California, and that art thing was not going to move. So, 
I said ‘OK’. It was telling me clear as anything – I needed to start 
painting.”

She left her job in August 2011 and started painting full-time 
in L.A. Her corporate experience provided her with an oppor-
tunity for renewed self-discovery. “For the first part of my life, I 
used the left side of my brain. For the second part of my life, I’m 
using the right.”

 “When I started painting, I realized that the first part of my 
life went so fast. I was so busy, and I missed so much. I didn’t see 
the beauty in my surroundings and I thought, ‘How could I have 
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Early postcard scene of golf at Lakewood Golf Course. Notice the attire, 
including knickers and long socks typical of golf in the 1920s. The infra-
structure and golf course for Charles Hall’s Lakewood Estates development 
was largely completed in 1924. Circa 1925. Courtesy of Michaels Family Collection.

Steve Shelton, Abbie the dog, Linda and Bob Dobbs

Victoria Arendt immortalized St. Pete 

Alix Brett

One might say the arrival of a pit bull-
rottweiler pup into the lives of Bob and 
Linda Dobbs was a farfetched prospect. 

And perhaps it was. Yet one thing is for certain. 
It didn’t take long after Abbie’s arrival on Coffee 
Pot Blvd. before she slobbered her way into the 
hearts of Mr. and Mrs. Dobbs. 

Bob and Linda have years of canine rearing 
under their belts. Adopted rescue dogs and 

German shepherds comprise the bulk of their 
four-legged family history. 

But, fostering the dog of a local Iraq war 
veteran? This was a first for them.

The millions of men and women who have 
served our nation are all too familiar with the 
practice of leaving loved ones. Parents and 
spouses. Sons and daughters. Siblings and friends. 

But often overlooked is another significant 
household member. The family pet. 

Organization Helps the Pets of Our Vets

Continued on page 18

Admiral Farragut Academy). 
The course was initiated by 
Charles R. Hall, and designed 
by renowned golf course 
architect A. W. Tillinghast. In 
addition to Hall, its officers 
included Al Lang, our famous 
baseball mayor, and H. Walter 

Fuller who operated the city 
power plant and trolley line. 
Walter P. Fuller, H. Walter’s 
son, purchased the club in 1924 
and renamed it the Jungle 
Country Club. The Jungle Golf 
Course no longer exists.

Continued on page 28
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Community
Days keep getting busier, and our to-do 

lists get longer and longer it seems. But 
one constant, thank goodness, is our 
community. And by community, I don’t 
just mean the area in which we live. Our 
community is the people who surround 
us, the family and loved ones we cling to, 
and our friends (the family we choose for 
ourselves). In my little community, Julie 
Johnston is the Journal’s art director, 
and also now for six-plus years, a friend. 
And, since I’m up to my eyeballs in kid’s 
college entrance details and a million 
other deadlines as we go to press, Julie 
offered to pitch in this time and write her 
perspective in the Publisher’s Note. 
Thanks, Jools. I’ll be back next time!

Jen

Family. Love. Loss. No matter who we are 
and who they are, family helps define who 
we are. That’s also true with community. 
It’s easy for me to see that because when 
I go back to Old Town, Maine, I am going 
back to childhood. All the good things are 
so clearly highlighted in my mind’s eye. 
Those who stay in the same place their 
whole lives tend to miss the beauty of 
their own little village. That beauty, that 
community, defines who we are.

In this issue, I personally was inspired 
by artist Victoria Arnedt’s laser-beam 
perspective of St. Pete, and how a 
newcomer can see beauty where some 
longtime residents can miss it or take it 
for granted.  

And speaking of perspective, who sees 
the world in such vivid and quirky tones 
as does Eugenia Woods? I look forward to 
her slant each and every issue.

Alix Brett’s story about Dog Tag Heroes 
lends a perfect way to get your pet fix, 
help a neighbor, support the troops, and 
meet new friends.

Will Michael’s history article, highlights 
St. Petersburg Country Club and many of 
its friends and visitors – famous and 
otherwise – over the years.

The HONNA and Panther sections 
always give us a magnifying glass to see 
what’s happening in some of the commu-
nities within the Old Northeast.

Askia’s Goodness InDeed page about 
Interfaith Conversations begs the question, 
“Can we all get along?” Great strides by 
great people are being taken toward that 
measure. 

And Mary Hampton’s Green Page 
features a way to get along with our 
planet: Electric car charging stations. 
Brilliant! We’re getting there.

The ever-popular Meet Your Neighbor 
and People and Pets pages lend even more 
to the feeling of community. Get to know 
the folks (and furry friends) in the ONE.

My favorite part of laying out the 
Journal is working on the Heart Gallery 
page. Not only do I get to see the beautiful 
faces of such a variety of children, but I 
know I’m helping get the word out, so 
these kids can find their forever families. 
My family – far and near, here and gone, 
blood relatives and in-laws – has been 
such a huge blessing. I wish that for each 
of the Heart Gallery children: a family, a 
community, a place to belong.

The oft-overlooked little cover photo 
usually highlights the season. I asked this 
time if we could feature forget-me-knots 
in honor of my dad who passed away 
during this publication process. He used 
to pick them for me and call them Julie 
Flowers. “Here’s a bouquet for you, Pa.”

As Mom used to say during grace at 
the Thanksgiving dinner table (without 
realizing how funny it sounded), “bless 
those of us who are not all here.”

To community! Kanpai!
Julie

PUBLISHER’S NOTE
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On a Tweed Ride
EUGENIA WOODS GOES...

A Tweed Ride? What’s that? 
Well, I’ll tell you. In it’s plainest 
terms it’s a fancy bike ride all 

throughout town and then stop for a 
spot of tea afterward. Created in London 
in 2009, and originally titled the Tweed 
Run, it is described as a “metropolitan 
bicycle ride with a bit of style.” So, you 
dress in your dandiest duds and hop on 
for a ride looking splendid! 

The Tweed Ride this year is put on 
by the adored St. Pete Shuffleboard 
Courts and is the second semi-annual 

ride they are trying to put on. It’s 
completely free to sign up to ride! You 
meet for tea and scones at St. Pete 
Shuffle at 3pm, mount your trusty rusty 
steed and take off for a jaunt about town 
at 4pm. Now, there aren’t any formal 
rules, but the dress code is something 
to be taken into consideration. The 
Tweed Ride had been “performed” in 
many major cities all across the world: 
London, Milan, Paris, Portland, Dallas, 
San Francisco, and even St. Petersburg, 
Russia! All of these cities have a large 
culture of vintage lovers that live for 
opportunities like this to dress up and 
show off their fabulous tweeds or vintage 
get-ups. There is a small breed of us here 

The ride will be about 4 or 5 miles 
around downtown, starting at 4pm and 
ending at 5pm, at the Shuffle Courts 
March 2nd. Tea and scones will be 
served as an appetizer then we take off 
for a lovely, lazy ride through the town 
looking dapper and turning heads. 
Once the bike ride concludes at the 
Shuffle Courts at 5pm, there will be a 
party ($10 per person) that will boast 
food from Queens Head restaurant, live 
music, a cash bar, and a raffle. There’s 
also a contest for best-dressed lady, most 
dapper chap, most marvelous moustache 
and tweediest bike. Check out pictures 
on www.TweedRun.com. I’ve also 
started a Pinterest Board of inspiring 
Tweedy images at www.Pinterest.com/

in St. Pete who have a great appreci-
ation for anything vintage and are 
excited to participate in this year’s ride. 

To be specific, the Tweed Ride really 
focuses on a bygone era where tweeds 
were worn as outerwear, mainly for 
shooting outings in the UK and Ireland. 
Popular patterns include the famous 
Harris Tweed and Houndstooth (my 
personal favorite). Now, this said, you 
do not have to wear tweed material in 
order to take part in this event. You can 
wear anything that looks retro or 

vintage. Ladies, wear your swing dress, 
veils over Veronica Lake curls, and that 
fabulous hat from Gramma you’ve been 
wanting to wear. Gentlemen, this is the 

moment you’ve been longing for: a 
chance to grow your ’stache without 
your woman nagging at you! This event 
has been famous all around the world 
for elaborate moustaches. There are so 
many vintage shops in St. Pete where 
you can shop for this ride, it would be 
a pity not to check them out since most 
of them are supporting the Tweed Ride. 
Over 100 people have already signed 
up, even the ‘Burg Pub Riders have 
signed up to take part in this ride!

EugeniaWoods/Tweed-Ride.
Be sure to check it out at www.

StPeteTweedRide.com. I cannot wait 
since I have the honor of judging the 
best-dressed lady! Ladies and gents, 
come on out to the Tweed Ride! I 
guarantee you this will be a most 
memorable event!  n

Eugenia Woods is a sister duo with a boutique 
in the heart of downtown St. Pete. We love our 
hometown and love to show it with our creations 
we sell as well as our writing for this great publi-
cation, the Northeast Journal. 

Dwd
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Progress Energy Studies Usage of Public Electric Vehicle Charging Stations

Mary Hampton

 the GraNt

Progress Energy received a 
one-million-dollar grant for the 
installation and research of public 

electric vehicle charging stations. The 
smart grid grant is from the U.S. 
Department of Energy, part of the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009. Progress Energy, a 
subsidiary of Duke Energy, has partnered 
with local municipalities and others to 
ensure the area is getting prepared for 
electric vehicles. This is part of the Get 
Ready Tampa Bay Project (www.getrea-
dytampabay.org). Progress Energy is 
also a founding member of Get Ready 
Central Florida.

Petersburg parking garage (2); St. 
Petersburg street parking (1); Applebee’s 
Restaurant, 2901 66th St. N., St.
Petersburg (1); Applebee’s Restaurant, 
4000 Park Blvd., Pinellas Park parking 
lot (1); Madeira Beach city park (1); 
AAA Southeast office building parking 
lot (1); Pinellas County, Court St. 
Clearwater parking lot (2); Publix 
SuperMarket, 1600 66th St.N., St.
Petersburg parking garage (1); Publix 
SuperMarket, 1700 34th St. N., St. 
Petersburg retail parking lot (2); St. 
Pete Beach City Hall parking lot (2); 
St. Petersburg College/Gibbs campus 
Student Services building (2); USF-St. 
Petersburg, 199 7th Ave. S., gold 
parking lot (2); and Tampa Bay 
Regional Planning Commission, 4000 

Recognizing the importance of EV 
charging, the state legislature recently 
passed Florida statute 366.94, which 
makes it unlawful for a non-electric 
vehicle to park in a location specifically 
designated for EV charging. Local juris-
dictions are passing local ordinances 
to enforce infractions and fines 
across Florida!”

Gateway Centre Blvd, Pinellas Park 
parking lot (2).

host site ParticiPatioN

It has been a very important aspect 
of this research project where Progress 
Energy has worked with their 
commercial customers to make public 
access electric vehicle charging stations 
a reality. Thus far, these PEVs have 
proven to be a great value to both the 
host sites and the public.

Progress Energy Florida has now 
provided 58 PEV stations in Florida, as 
part of their commercial charging 
station research program. At the 
completion of this research program, 
there will most likely be 60 PEV stations 
in Florida. Thirty of these stations will 
be in Pinellas County!

Progress Energy will own and 
maintain the charging equipment for 
the duration of the research project, 
which ends in April 2013. Ownership 
and maintenance responsibilities will 
transfer to the commercial customers at 
the conclusion of the research project.

reactioNs to the Public  
charGiNG statioNs

St. Petersburg resident, Brad 
Duncan, of Sunray Graphic & Data 
Solutions, owner of a Volt EV since July 
2012, said, “I am delighted that the city 

GraNt Goals

Progress Energy aspires to collab-
orate with Florida communities to 
prepare the infrastructure needed to 
support early adopters of Plug-In 
Electric Vehicles (PEVs) by providing 
public access charging stations and 
collecting and analyzing data. The data 
will be sent to the U.S. Department 
of Energy.

“Progress Energy is committed to 
partnering with our communities to 
confront the new energy realities of 
growing energy demands, global climate 
changes, and rising fuel costs,” said Rob 
Sumner, Progress Energy spokesperson. 
“Advanced vehicle technologies, such 
as PEVs, are an important part of the 
company’s balanced approach to 
meeting these challenges.”

locatioNs of PiNellas couNty 
electric Vehicle charGiNG 
statioNs

Most recently, electric vehicle 
charging stations have been installed at 
the Clearwater Library parking lot (2); 
Gulfport Casino building (1); Pinellas 
Park Library parking lot (1); Pinellas 
Park Train Depot parking lot (1); 
Seminole City Hall parking lot (1); 
Seminole Recreation building parking 
lot (2); Palms Hospital at South 
Pasadena parking garage (2); St. 

of St. Petersburg has been very progressive 
in the number of EV charging stations 
it has recently installed. But, I have 
found that these parking spots are 
routinely (if not always) occupied by a 
non-electric vehicle. The EV charging 
station installed in the Bayview parking 
garage has regularly been occupied by 
an internal combustion engine vehicle. 
I have had to plead my case to encourage 
these drivers to understand that this 
parking spot is for use by owners of an 
electric vehicle. I have even expressed 
my concerns to the Mayor’s Action 
Line. By the way… since I bought my 
EV, I buy an average of ONE gallon of 
gas per month!”

Sarasota resident, Ken Stokes, a 
consultant with EV Edge and an electric 
vehicle owner, said, “Good news! 

future iNterest iN owNershiP 
of electric Vehicles

Thus far, there have been two 
National Plug-In Day events. In 2012, 
Sarasota, Florida held a very exciting 
event that included a silent parade of 
electric vehicles, complete with flying 
flags. The event was held from 10am to 
3pm to promote the myriad benefits of 
plug-in electric vehicles. The contact 
person and coordinator of the 2012 
National Plug-In Day Sarasota events 
was Ken Stokes, consultant with EV 
Edge. Program co-sponsors included 
Plug-In America, the Sierra Club, city 
of Sarasota, Sarasota County, and the 
Electric Auto Association. 

This year’s third annual National 
Plug-In Day will be held the weekend 
of September 28, 2013. For information, 
contact events@pluginamerica.org.

ProGress eNerGy:  
Proud commuNity PartNer

To obtain additional information, 
contact Rob Sumner, corporate 
communications at Media Line, 1-800-
559-3853.  n

References: www.progress-energy.com, 
www.getreadytampabay.org,www.rmi.org/
project_get_ready, www.pluginamerica.org/
pluginday, www.electricauto.org.

Mary Hampton is a retired educator who moved 
to Florida in 2007 from New York. Since 
arriving in Florida, she has been doing non-stop 
research regarding the topics of recycling and 
sustainability. She has been on a quest to meet 
people who are also interested and involved in 
these topics. In 2009, Mary founded the 
Seminole Discussion Group On Recycling & 
Sustainability. To contact Mary, email her at 
queenofrecycle@hotmail.com.

GREEN PAGE

Close-up photo of an electric plug-in charging 
station in Seminole, Florida.

Michelle Cavallo, Progress Energy Senior Account Executive, plugging in the Volt electric 
vehicle for charging.

A sign at the Pinellas Park charging station announces, “Electric Vehicle Parking Only.”
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Askia Muhammad Aquil

Peace on earth, goodwill to all people” is just a 
saying for some people. For others, it is a powerful 
spiritual and social vision to be actualized 

through faith and human effort. It is a goal to which 
they are committed and toward which they strive. 
Members of the St. Petersburg Interfaith Association 
(SPIA), led by Rev. Janel Miller-Evans, and its Interfaith 
Events Planning Committee, fall into this category.

Members of SPIA are pursuing their vision through 
a series of interfaith conversations under the theme 
An Open House Series: Living Our Faith Well, 
Working Together in One Community. “Tell Me 
About Christian Science” is set for Tuesday, March 
19 at the First Church of Christ, Scientist at 6333 
First Street NE beginning at 6pm with snacks, then 

“At present we don’t have some faiths represented 
on SPIA’s Board or that come to our monthly meetings. 
We are working to change that. SPIA sponsors the 
annual Interfaith Thanksgiving celebration. We want 
to build upon that success,” Rev. Miller-Evans said.

People can learn about SPIA by coming to 8:30am 
meetings held on the second Thursday of each month 
or by calling Rev. Miller-Evans at 727-776-6445.

The planning committee is lead by retired attorney 
Sharon F. Cook. She has been involved with the 
association and chaired this committee for two years. 
She is a member of the Church of Christ, Scientist 
(not to be confused with the Church of Scientology.) 
Cook is a lay leader who conducts services two days 
a week by reading aloud Biblical sermons compiled 
from Christian Science texts. 

have in common and their relationships are built on 
love, concern and respect for one another, family 
members allow each other the freedom to seek their 
own truth,” added Cook.

“This same harmony, I perceive, is possible in our 
universal family (or community family)… a realization 
that we can be bound together by mutual respect and 
love. I am active with SPIA because I want to 
encourage civility, tolerance, and love within our 
community, and desire that no one be shunned or 
ridiculed because of their religious beliefs. I believe 
our committee is helping to bring this to fruition,” 
Cook concluded.

Reverend Russell Meyer serves on the planning 
committee and has served as executive director of the 
Florida Council of Churches (FCC) since 2005. 
“Previously, I was FCC President and a Board member,” 
Rev. Meyer said. “I served 20 years as a parish pastor 
on Long Island, in Baltimore, and Charleston SC, and 
then 12 years in Lakeland.

“FCC is composed of the denominational leaders 
of the mainline Protestant churches in Florida. I work 
in a relational role to keep them abreast of issues of 
common witness and advocacy. Last year, FCC 
released statements on the killing of Trayvon Martin 
and Sandy Hook. We have been consistent in our 
witness for farm workers, care of creation, peace-
making, immigration reform, and respect for all 
religions. I stay in relationship with national, 
statewide, and local networks that advance Christian 
unity, multicultural understanding, racial and social 
justice,” said Rev. Meyer. 

“The activities of the St. Petersburg Interfaith 
Association – to use its new name – are welcome and 
to be celebrated. The population of Florida is diverse 
in ethnic and religious traditions. We need to know 

and understand our neighbors. There is much to 
appreciate and little to fear in befriending those 
whose background and beliefs are different from ours. 
When we don’t know our neighbors, we operate from 
myth and stereotype, often with fear. Fear of our 
neighbors is an acid that eats away at society,” stated 
Rev. Meyer.

“We all face the same social issues, often with very 
similar concerns. Whatever our distinct faith 
teachings might be, we all are encouraged by them to 
pursue the common good. We really are better together 
locally, statewide, nationally, and internationally. In 
my judgment, SPIA is contributing to global peace 
by helping Floridians know and respect their neighbors,” 
said Rev. Meyer.

 “SPIA and our committee members are living our 
group’s vision. I feel most of us want peace on earth. 
When you break that down, it consists of peace in our 
community, peace in our neighborhoods, in our 
homes and in our hearts,” stated Cook. 

“I’ve been told that a Catholic scholar once said 
that there can be no peace in the world until we have 
peace among religions. I believe that understanding 
the similar core values of the world religions will help 
bring about mutual respect and tolerance for those 
holding varying religious beliefs,” Cook continued. 

“We probably all know of families who have 
members who are adherents of differing religions and 
yet that family radiates cohesiveness and love. Because 
the members of that family realize all the things they 

a presentation by a special guest from the host congre-
gation, questions-and-answers session, dinner, and 
small group discussions. 

The event is free and open to the general public. 
Reservations must be made in advance by contacting 
committee chair Sharon Cook at 727-686-6875 or 
via email at scook@tampabay.rr.com .

“SPIA (commonly known as the St. Pete Clergy 
Association) wants to be an example of building 
relationships between all of our faith communities,” 
explained Rev. Miller-Evans. “All of our major world 
religions share common tenets of faith that include 
doing good, building community, harmony and peace. 
We have been saying that ‘We are better together.’ I 
see us wanting to build relationships between us that 
are more inclusive, where we are more conscious of 
how we use language in our relations with people of 
faiths other than our own.”

Rev. Miller-Evans graduated from Colgate 
Rochester Crozer Divinity School, was ordained in 
1985, and served as pastor of a church in New York 
state. Her calling is in pastoral counseling and has a 
MSW degree.

Rev. Miller-Evans is the Chaplain at Westminster 
Palms retirement community, 830 North Shore Drive 
NE. She is in her second year as president of the SPIA. 
Monthly association meetings and planning 
committee meetings are held at Westminster Palms. 
She and her husband, Rev. Phil Miller-Evans, were 
both involved with United Methodist and Presby-
terian traditions before returning to their American 
Baptist roots.

SPIA (commonly known as the St. Pete Clergy Association) wants to be an example of building relationships between all of our 
faith communities.

A meeting of the minds

Group Promotes Peace Through Interfaith Conversations
GOODNESS InDEED
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“Both my parents (mother raised in France and 
father from El Paso, Texas) were intellectually open-
minded and global in their outlook. I recall in the 
1950s, when people never spoke openly about the 
complications of nonconforming lifestyles and sexual 
orientation, my mother’s constant refrain was simply, 
‘Why don’t people let people be people,’ focus on his 
or her own character, and live and let live.

“The SPIA banner, the t-shirts, and the peace 
pledge projects I presented were my way of suggesting 
we could have a broader world view. Immanuel Kant 
once proffered the sentiment that if everyone did all 
things so that, if everyone else would do the same thing 
and the world would remain civilized, whole, and safe, 
then we should do that also,” Rev. Whitlock stated.

“I have worked in 20 or more churches and on 
more than six university campuses. My personal 
driving search was for those things that bind us 
together in our common humanity. I studied ethics 
for that reason. What I am doing with SPIA is some 
of the accumulation of those years saying, ‘Hey, let’s 
cut to the chase. Just what do we want to say to people 
that is important?’” said Rev. Whitlock.

Planning committee member Dr. H. Roy Kaplan 
is well known in the area due to the 15 years he spent 
as the executive director of the National Conference 
of Christian and Jews, renamed the National 
Conference for Community and Justice, then 
Community Tampa Bay. Kaplan is an adjunct professor 
with the University of South Florida – Tampa campus 
and the author of several books.

“Having different perspectives from diverse faith 
and cultural backgrounds helps the group develop 
programs that are inclusive and representative of the 
community. This approach makes our programs more 
meaningful and demonstrates a unified commitment 
to involve people who might otherwise be left without 
a voice. Working on the Planning Committee with 

volunteers from different faiths confirms my belief 
that it is not only desirable, but possible, to create a 
more inclusive and collaborative community –a 
community of people who respect diversity of beliefs 
and work together to improve the quality of life of all 
residents,” said Dr. Kaplan.

Plans are underway to host future interfaith 
conversations with groups representing the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (Mormons), the 
Baha’i faith, the Islamic faith, the Hindu community, 
Catholic and mainline Protestant congregations, 
and others.  n

Rev. Robin Whitlock is an active SPIA and 
planning committee member who serves as the pastor 
at St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church (Anglican). He 
has been working in Interfaith/Ecumenical settings 
since his seminary days beginning in 1968. 

“Having attended seminary in Berkeley, 
California during those days of hippie love and 
foment, I have had an eclectic immersion into many 
faiths and lifestyles,” said Rev. Whitlock. “From the 
early days of being a volunteer draft counselor, to 
endless committees addressing pervasive social 
problems like drug addiction and housing shortages, 
I have been a part of the fabric that hoped and 
worked to build a better social awareness of our 
interdependence. 

Love thy neighbor
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sNell isle sceNe

Barbara McCormick Heck

clothes to Kids celebrates their  
10th aNNiVersary

Many readers haven’t heard about a wonderful 
organization called Clothes To Kids. This 
nonprofit provides new and quality used 

clothing to low-income, school-age children in 
Pinellas County free of charge. 

Two Clearwater High School graduates, Jode Eye 
and Marie McClung, created this dream of a cheerful 
store where families and children would be treated with 
dignity and respect, and receive school clothing free of 
charge. With help from individuals and businesses in 
the community, they opened their first store in Dunedin 
in 2003. They soon outgrew the facility and moved in 
2005 to their current 5000 sq. ft. location in Clearwater. 
In 2009 they were able to open a second location here 
in St. Petersburg, which made it much more accessible 
to families in South Pinellas County. Clothes To Kids 
has distributed more than 75,000 wardrobes to school 
children in Pinellas County!

Walk into their “store” at 3251 Third Avenue N 
#145 and it’s like you are in the kids or teen section 
at any department store. There are racks and racks of 
lovely clothes divided by type, style and size. Macy’s 
helped perfect Jode and Marie’s vision of the 
department-store look and feel. 

Once eligibility is approved, each child becomes 
a Clothes To Kids shopper. What fun they have taking 
their shopping cart and brightly-colored buckets 
around choosing from all the beautiful clothes. Each 
CTK wardrobe consists of one week’s worth of school 
clothes (5 tops, 4 bottoms, 5 pairs of new underwear, 
5 pairs of new socks, 1 pair of shoes, 1 jacket and 1 
dress for the girls).  Again this is all free of charge.

There are four easy ways you can help. 1) You can 
donate gently-used children/teen clothes. There is a 
great need right now for clothing donations. 2) You 
can volunteer your time at the St. Pete store. 3) You 
can tell all your friends about Clothes To Kids and 
ask them to help. And finally, 4) you can donate funds 
so new clothes can be purchased. Just $50 will purchase 
a full CTK wardrobe for a child.  

On Thursday, March 21, 2013, join donors and 
sponsors at the True Colors: Clothe a Child Luncheon 
at the Coliseum in St. Petersburg. Help change the 
lives of school children in our community. For more 
information, check out their website at www.
clothestokids.org.

*   *   *   *   *

st. PetersburG womaN’s club celebrates 
100 years of serVice

Congratulations to all past and present members 
of the St. Petersburg Woman’s Club on 100 years of 
service to our community, our city, and our country. 
This caring group of women have worked hard to 
improve the lives of so many.

A Brief History:  In 1913, at the urging of Mrs. 
Benjamin A. Greene, fourteen women organized to 
fight poverty, treasure music, and demand bakery 
cleanliness. And so the St. Petersburg Woman’s Club 
(SPWC) was founded. They met the first Thursday 
of the month in the First Baptist Church. In 1922, 
they established a clubhouse building fund. In 1928, 
Perry Snell donated the two lots at 40 Snell Isle Blvd. 
And in November 1929, they moved into the iconic 
building designed by Frank Jonsburg, architect for the 
Princess Martha and the Jungle hotels. In 1989, the 
clubhouse became a local historic site. It was named 

a state landmark in 1993, and in 1994 it was placed 
on the National Register of Historic Places in the 
United States.   

In its early years, the Woman’s Club was the very 
first state club to support the World War I relief effort. 
They championed women’s rights, civic responsi-
bility, and helped form the local Red Cross and the 
local chapter of our YWCA. In 1923, they adopted 
their club motto: “Each for all and all for humanity. 
We cannot all serve alike, but we can all serve willingly 
and well.” In November 1923, they became a member 
of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs and 
incorporated that next year. In 1932, twelve young 
women formed an auxiliary called the Junior Women’s 
Club. In 2005, a new teen division called the Junio-
rettes was formed. 

Community Outreach:  Through the dark days of 
the Depression and through World War II, Korean War 
and Vietnam, club members strongly supported local 
community efforts, providing assistance and volun-
teering for numerous projects.  As times and interests 
changed, so did the programs. Emphasis was on ecology 
and conservation, equality for all citizens, coping with 
current day issues of abuse, drugs, and pornography.

Here are just some of their current volunteer efforts: 
pillows for Hospice; collecting and donating toys to 
Sallie House; participating in the Feeding America 
Pack-a-Sack project; collecting and preparing soldier 
boxes for our troops stationed overseas; providing Dr. 
Seuss books for All Children’s Hospital patients; 
collecting new socks for various charities; collecting 
and distributing school supplies and Christmas toys; 
collecting items and toys for SPCA animals; preparing 
teacher reference suitcases; providing volunteers for 
museums, hospital gift shops, mentoring children and 
many more. In February, they hosted their annual 
Treats and Treasures Flea Market fundraiser.

This year, they celebrated A Century of Memories 
with a gala event and dinner on February 9th. The 
ballroom was packed with attendees dressed to the 
nines in the theme colors of black and white to match 
the décor.  Guests were greeted by a continuous rolling 
slide show of photos. Eleven past presidents were 
honored at the event. The highlight of the evening 
was a Walk Down Memory Lane slide and video 
history of the past hundred years of the Woman’s Club. 

This not-for-profit volunteer organization is 
committed to serving the community through 
hands-on projects and fund raising, as well as leadership 
development. For more information about club 
membership, meetings, or booking the historic 
clubhouse, visit www.stpetersburgwomansclub.org.  n

Barbara McCormick Heck, a St. Pete native, is a neighborhood 
advocate having served as both president of Council of Neigh-
borhood Associations (CONA) and president of Snell Isle 
Association. She is the co-founder of Helping Hands 4 St. Pete’s 
Finest Foundation, helping the families of the St. Petersburg 
Police Department. Now retired from the computer industry, 
she loves to travel and garden, and enjoys good food, great wine, 
and spending quality time with her family.

Nancy Ruane (gala chair), Michelle Lowack, Sharon Oliphant, 
and Carol Groll (president). Photography by Joe Zell.

Dwd
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AROUND THE BLOCK

SPECIALIZING IN: Native Plants • Xeriscaping • Low-voltage lighting • Drip irrigation

Save Time and Money, 
and Enjoy Your Yard With 

New Low-maintenance Landscaping, 
Walkways, Patios and Lighting

 ––––––––––––––
Serving Pinellas County  Since 1983

––––––––––––––
Florida Native Plant Society

Award Winner

ATTRACTIVE
—

SENSIBLE
—

LANDSCAPING 

Call for Ideas and Free Estimate

flatwoodslandscaping.com 
727-278-6811 

discoVer Paradise iN PiNellas 
couNty coNtiNuiNG throuGh march 

Connecting People and Place: This art- 
inspired, permanent hands-on educa-
tional exhibit reveals the area’s history, 

ecology and people. Weedon Island Preserve 
Cultural and Natural History Center, 1800 
Weedon Drive NE, St. Petersbur; 9am to 4pm 
Thursday through Saturday; closed Sunday 
through Wednesday and holidays. 727-453-
6500; www.weedonislandpreserve.org. 

March 2... Viva Tampa Bay – Florida 
Archaeology Day: Join Florida Public Archae-
ology Network and Alliance for Weedon Island 
Archaeological Research and Education for 
many archaeological and educational activities 
celebrating the historic cultural diversity of 
Tampa Bay. There will be reenactments of the 
early Spanish starting at 11am, atlatl throwing, 
pottery making and artifact displayed collec-
tions throughout the day. 10am to 3pm. Free 
and no registration required.  Weedon Island 
Preserve, 1800 Weedon Drive NE, St. 
Petersburg.  727-453-6500; www.weedon-
islandpreserve.org.

March 6... Going Coastal: Florida’s Sea 
Turtles: Learn the life histories of some of 
Florida’s most beloved marine creatures and 
what can be done to keep them safe during the 
nesting season. 2-4pm. Free; advance regis-
tration required. Weedon Island Preserve, 1800 
Weedon Drive NE, St. Petersburg. 727-453-
6500; www.weedonislandpreserve.org.  As a 
winter special, Weedon Island Preserve Cultural 
and Natural History Center will be open from 
9am-4pm each Wednesday in February, March 
and April 2013, in addition to Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday.

 March 9... The Making of St. Petersburg. 
This new book captures the character of this 
bay city through the telling of significant 
events, from the Spanish clash with indigenous 
peoples to the creation of the downtown water-
front parks and grand hotels. Local historican, 
Will Michaels, will present a chronicle St. 
Petersburg’s rich history including the world’s 
first airline and major league baseball intro-
duction into the area.  2-3pm. Free; advance 
registration requested. Weedon Island Preserve, 
1800 Weedon Drive NE, St. Petersburg.  
727- 453-6500; www.weedonislandpreserve.org

March 21... Archaeology Lecture – Stable 
Isotope Analysis of Busycon Sinistrum to 
Determine Fort Walton: Period Seasonality at 
St. Joseph Bay, Florida is presented by Ryan 
Harke. His research on Busycon sinistrum 
stable isotope analysis is to determine Fort 
Walton periodic seasonality at St. Joseph Bay, 
Florida. 7 to 8 p.m. Free; advance registration 
required. Weedon Island Preserve, 1800 Weedon 
Drive NE, St. Petersburg. 727-453-6500; www.
weedonislandpreserve.org.

For more information on Pinellas County 
services and programs, visit www.pinellas-
county.org, now with LiveChat, or create a 
shortcut to www.pinellascounty.org/mobile on 
any smartphone. Pinellas County government 
is on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.
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diaGNosis: “Good boNes, with 
issues.” ProGNosis: saVeable.

Jill McGrath

Scattered about in the Historic Old 
Northeast neighborhood are 
buildings, long ago the pride of a 

builder or family, which now sit forlornly 
– abandoned, unloved, or too expensive 
to be brought back to life. One house 
that fits some of those descriptions 
occupies a corner of 5th Avenue and Bay 
Street NE. Neighbors tried to ignore the 
Craftsman-style house; others grabbed 
garbage bags in order to collect the trash 
that collected around the sad house’s 
perimeter. In the September 2012 issue 
of the HONNA newsletter, A. Nony 
Mous wrote an article about dilapidated 
houses and overgrown, unkempt yards… 
sad eyesores in an historic and mainly 
beautiful neighborhood. 

News spread quickly recently that 
the house had been sold and rumors and 
questions ran rampant: was it going to 
remain the same, were apartments going 
to be developed, was it going to be torn 
down and a condominium built in its 
place? The house is positioned between 
two commercial rental buildings so that 
added to the list of concerns. Neighbors: 
fear no more; this once-handsome house 

is being renovated and restored to its 
former glory!

Carla and Ben Rudolph lived on 16th 
Avenue NE and learned that the forlorn 
Craftsman-style house at 215 5th NE, 
which was built in 1917, was for sale. 
Their house sold quickly and they began 
work on their new house. The Rudolphs 
are architects; Carla does not practice 
anymore, but Ben works for a British firm, 
Atkins North America, Inc. They knew 
that this was a “solid house, with good 
bones, with issues, but one which could 
be saved.” This is their tenth personal 
move, and they have undertaken a dozen 
restorations of needy houses. 

 Despite the Rudolph’s professional 
and personal expertise, there have been 
“some surprises.” In the first floor studs 
of the bathroom, charred wood was 
revealed, evidence that there had once 
been a fire in that location. All the 
bathrooms are being completely rebuilt, 
the revealed heart pine floors are being 
restored, and moldings and trim are 
being replaced or installed where they 
were originally placed. A cement 
plaque was found on the ground that 
designated 1917 as the year the house 
was built. The house retains its original 
layout, although one wall was removed 
to give more room to the new kitchen, 
which is being redesigned. 

For months, Carla has been on site for 
long hours every day as she diligently 
works as the co-owner and contractor, 
covered with sand and dust, alongside the 
carpenters and installers, carrying lengths 
of finish upgrades as well as 2x4 long 
boards. What has evolved already makes 
a difference: there are fence posts 
positioned on the front of the house 
where wrought-iron appearing fence 
sections will be attached; there are new 
windows, a long and magnificent front 
porch on the avenue side of the house 

which “gives the house street presence” 
and a three-car garage being built on the 
alley side. The west side of the house will 
have a privacy fence. Because of all the 
parking problems, having space for three 
cars is a little-known luxury in The Old 
Northeast. When asked what future plans 
the family had for the house, she answered, 
“To live here!” They hope that time will 
come within the next few weeks.

Anyone who restores an old house 
hopes that someone from the past would 
return with historical knowledge about 
the family who lived there. From the 
’30s through to the late ’50s, a family 
named Parker lived there. In order to 
ride out the Depression, the Parkers 
made small apartments in the house, 
which was common in many other 
houses here during that financially-
strained period. One surprise for the 
Rudolphs was the visit of a Parker grand-
daughter who remembered many happy 

times spent within its walls, and she was 
delighted that the house’s footprint has 
stayed very much the same. 

Another surprise has been that locals 
living in the neighborhood have walked 
into the house uninvited. This is a sign 
that neighbors have taken this renovation 
marvel into their hearts and really care 
about the transformation. Their sincere 
interest is one of the many benefits of 
living here in the Historic Old Northeast. 
The neighborhood salutes the Rudolphs, 
and we thank them for caring about 215 
5th Avenue NE, and for bringing this 
grand house back to life. It will be their 
reward when they can relax on their new 
porch and watch the always-interesting 
5th Avenue world go by.  n

Photos courtesy of Ed McGrath and Joe 
Pavlick. A version of this article appears in the 
March 2013 issue of Neighborhood News, the 
newsletter of The Historic Old Northeast 
Neighborhood Association.

Above: The progress in early February  
At right: The “before” photo

If you care about your home, 
contact someone who will
care as much as you do!

Interior-exterior painting and restoration, exterior carpentry and
masonry repairs, tile roof cleaning and painting, pool decks,

garage floors and makeovers, interior plastering and texturing.  
Call us for all your home needs!

Free Estimates & References Lic #8165
www.tropicalpainting.com

727-804-9710
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AROUND THE BLOCK

Call to Receive Your DVD Today
Securities offered through Walnut Street Securities, Inc Member FINRA,SIPC. Advisory Services through PFG Financial Advisors. 

PFG is not a subsidiary or control affiliate of Walnut Street Securities, Inc.  L1011210975 exp 0912  All States,DC,GU,MP,PR,VI

Scott J. Petrucci, ChFC
727.525.8484
spetrucci@pfginc.com

6345 Tanglewood Dr NE
St. Petersburg, FL

NEW DVD
Hatch Your 9 Box! 
available to help understand

how Scott manages assets

Get Yours Now! 

www.scottpetrucci.com

‘emeril’s florida’ to hiGhliGht st. Pete oN suNday

Sunday, February 24th, the Cooking Channel TV show featured chef 
Emeril Lagasse visiting St. Petersburg’s Cassis American Brasserie, the 
Dali Museum, and other local destinations. St. Petersburg was in the 

national spotlight  when an episode of Emeril’s Florida featured celebrity 
chef Emeril Lagasse visiting local destinations.

Emeril came to town for three days to film the show in January. “I think 
we’re really undervalued and underestimated about our cuisine here in 
Florida... we have great food, we have great chefs, a lot of talent,” Lagasse 
recently told WTSP 10 News. “It’s not just Miami, it’s all over the state, 
that makes me happy.” Lagasse recently moved to Florida’s panhandle, 
WTSP reports.

The episode also put the spotlight on Clearwater and the area’s culinary 
scene. The new show, which debuted in January, presents food, cooking, 
events and activities around the Sunshine State, as well as Emeril preparing 
his favorite recipes.

The Pinellas County Convention and Visitor’s Bureau is also using part 
of a $500,000 grant the county received from BP due to the Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill for another episode of Emeril’s Florida that will highlight 
the Gulf’s seafood.

For recipes from this episode and more around the state of Florida, go 
to emerils.com/emerils-florida.

The recilpe for Cassis Bouillabaisse 
was shared on Eneril’s Florida when 
they featured Cassis American 
Brasserie

ADVERTISE in the
NORTHEAST JOURNAL

Contact Susan at 727. 259.3149 or 
northeastjournal@gmail.com
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PEOPLE AND PETS

To Submit Photos
to People and Pets

Email your HIGH RES digital photo to susie2wong@gmail.com

Please include your name, address, phone number and pet’s name. 

Photos by Susan Woods Alderson
unless otherwise noted.

Scott Freese and Glory 
Monterey Blvd. NE

In memory of Victoria Munsey,
with her dog Bart

12th Ave NE (Submitted photo)

Tim Simmons and Stevie Maher
with Bailey and  Ryleigh

Beach Dr NE (Submitted photo)

Rina Abrams and Adel Rafai with Babs and Amira
11th Avenue, NE (Submitted photo)
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AROUND THE BLOCK
columbia restauraNt to oPeN New 
locatioN at ‘the leNs’ iN st. Pete

The owners plan to open a new, modern 
Columbia Restaurant at the foot of The 
Lens pier project in St. Petersburg in 2015.

The City of St. Petersburg and Columbia 
Restaurant Group have announced a partnership 
to build a new restaurant as part of The Lens 
pier project.

The restaurant plans include a new location 
at what’s currently The Pelican Parking lot at 
the Pier’s approach. The area will be called the 
Hub once The Lens project is completed.

“We’re proud to be able to make a 
commitment,” Columbia Restaurant Group 
President Richard Gonzmart said.

The proposal is subject to St. Petersburg City 
Council and a public notice before breaking 
ground, Mayor Bill Foster said. The plan calls 
for a $3 million, 7,500-square-foot restaurant 
with indoor and outdoor seating and a rooftop 
venue. The agreement also includes a casual 
grille on the new Pier’s promontory that will 
provide fresh food and drinks.

Gonzmart says they would be interested in 
investing in docks to allow boaters to dock at 
the new Columbia Restaurant.

The City of St. Petersburg will provide 
$500,000 toward construction, which is part of 
the city’s original $50 million Pier budget, 
according to the city. Mayor Bill Foster says 
taxpayer dollars will not be used for this project. 
The agreement includes a 10-year lease with a 
monthly rent.

“The Columbia has been a proven tenant at 
The Pier for 25 years,” Foster said. “We are very 
pleased that Mr. Gonzmart and the Columbia 
Restaurant Group share our vision for the new 
St. Pete Pier,” Foster said.

“We’re proud that we’ve been there 25 years. 
But like many of you, I thought we could save 
it. I thought there was an opportunity,” Gonzmart 
said about the current St. Pete Pier.

Gonzmart said he supports The Lens and 
plans to offer his employees jobs when the new 
location opens in two years. “I’ve been honest 
with my team throughout this whole process. 
What I’ve ensured all my staff (is) that it’s gonna 
be exciting,” Gonzmart said.

Gonzmart says they plan to open the new 
location on Labor Day Weekend in 2015.

“We’re looking to create over 130 jobs... 
we’re looking to put people back to work, 
we’re looking to make this an exciting place 
to visit.”

The Columbia Restaurant is currently located 
on the fourth floor of the St. Pete Pier and will 
close on May 31 for construction of The Lens. 
The pier will be closed for two years.

ADVERTISE
in the

NORTHEAST 
JOURNAL

Contact Susan at
727. 259.3149 or 
northeastjournal

@gmail.com
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kisses and spinning in circles of excitement. It only 
took a matter of moments for the couple to realize 
they had a lover on their hands.

As the couple reflects on their time with Abbie, 
their smiles seem to grow larger and their eyes a 
little wider. 

“The most special times with Abbie were playing 
fetch with tennis balls,” Bob shares. “She was so 
anxious to get started in the morning, we couldn’t 
even have our first cup of coffee before I took her out 
to play.”

Three months passed by before the time came in 
mid-December for Abbie to be reunited with Shelton. 
And goodbyes are never easy. “You get up and you 
think ‘oh, there’s no one in the kennel downstairs,’” 
Bob says of the days following her departure.

Nonetheless, the outcome beats the alternative. 
As Bob prepared dinner in the kitchen, Linda spoke 
of their conversion to pet fostering. Having experi-
enced the grief of losing family dogs over the years, 
the capacity to serve as temporary parents to pets in 
need holds great appeal. Not to mention a unique 
sense of fulfillment. 

“We’ve rescued other dogs,” Linda explains. “This 
was better. She’s still alive.”

While research remains limited on the positive 
effects of dogs paired with veterans, volumes of bona 
fide, anecdotal evidence affirms the strength of this 
partnership. Various non-profits across the country 

into a platform for soldiers facing trials similar to those 
Dennis encountered in life after war. 

“She has an incredible spirit,” Runge says, with a 
twinge of awe in his voice.

Runge’s leading role in the organization comes as 
no surprise. After serving in the Iraq Fifth Combat 
Engineer Group, he resolved to help make a difference 
in the lives of fellow vets. Around the time he began 
toying with the idea of launching a nonprofit of his 
own, Kathleen approached him with an all-too-fitting 
proposition. Runge jumped at the opportunity to take 
the reins of Dog Tag Heroes, and continue to actualize 

Dog Tag Heroes, Inc., a local veteran service 
organization, addresses the need to lend a helping 
hand to Tampa Bay’s soldiers. “Our main question is: 
How can we help?” says Mark Runge, Iraq war veteran 
and president of Dog Tag Heroes. 

From peer-to-peer mentoring and holistic healing 
programs, to training in real-world skills and computer 
competency, this not-for-profit serves as an invaluable 
resource for active soldiers and veterans alike. “It’s all 
about health and wellness,” Runge explains. “We’ll 
do what we can do for the overall betterment of the 
military community.” 

And what they can do truly runs the gamut. 
Perhaps Dog Tag Heroes’ most distinguishing attribute 
is its commitment to the furry friends of local soldiers 
and veterans.

Dog Tag Heroes is the brainchild of Kathleen 
Smith, widow of Vietnam veteran Dennis Smith. 
Following her husband’s exposure to Agent Orange 
in the jungles of Southeast Asia, Kathleen witnessed 
first-hand the health problems and ensuing financial 
obstacles that confront a dizzying number of soldiers 
and veterans.

Determined to honor her husband’s service-related 
death, she founded the veteran-owned nonprofit in 
2010. What began as a one-woman show has grown 

Kathleen’s vision of helping 
educate and assist veterans in 
need. The rest, as they say, is 
history. 

Steve Shelton was part of the 
initial push into Iraq back in 
2000. He served our country as 
a combat medic and respiratory 
therapist for the following decade. 

This past September, Shelton 
was due to begin a four-month 
program at Bay Pines VA Medical 
Center in North St. Petersburg. 
His 2-year-old dog, Abbie, would 
be left without a father. 

A caseworker at the regional 
VA office informed Shelton of 
the pet-fostering program Dog 
Tag Heroes offers for soldiers on duty or veterans 
during hospitalization and convalescence. He was put 
in contact with Runge, and so the quest to find Abbie 
a foster home began.

With the onset of Shelton’s treatment in the 
middle of August, Runge scrambled to arrange a 
willing and suitable placement for a dog he’d never 
met. In a way, he served as Abbie’s own kind of 
caseworker.

Aside from heading 
Dog Tag Heroes, Runge 
teaches film and graphic 
design at Shorecrest Prepa-
ratory School. Word spread 
across campus that a 
veteran’s dog was in need 
of a temporary home. 
Robin, an assistant Pre-K 
teacher, caught wind of 
Runge’s mission and had 
a hunch her parents might 
be up for the job. It turned 
out she was right. 

Runge proceeded to 
act as the middleman 
between Shelton and the 
Dobbs’. None of the actors 
– Abbie included – had 
met prior to her placement. 
It wasn’t until nearly 
halfway through the 
three-month fosterage 
before Shelton finally had 

the chance to shake hands with the folks who’d been 
caring for his only dog. 

“I didn’t know what to think,” Shelton replied, 
when asked if he was nervous about leaving Abbie 
with a couple of strangers. On the other end of the 
equation were Bob and Linda Dobbs, who expected 
an older German shepherd – rather than a puppy pit 
bull mix – to show up come early September.

But the arrangement could not have been better 
matched. Abbie first arrived at the Dobbs’ residence 
on a Friday afternoon in the first week of September. 
After scouring the perimeters for hidden tennis balls, 
she ran madly up the stairs, covering Linda’s face with 

PETS OF VETS Continued from page 1

Steve Shelton, dog Abbie, Mark Runge, Valerie Diaz Leroy, Bob and Linda Dobbs

Foster dog dad, Bob Dobbs, and his new friend Abbie

Abbie’s favorite activity in the world: chasing a tennis ball
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are spearheading campaigns that provide canine therapy as a healing mechanism 
for vets suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder. This only confirms the need 
to keep the pets of our troops in good homes and caring hands. “Fostering is the 
thing for me,” Linda testifies. “I would definitely recommend this.” 

Dog Tag Heroes has grand plans on the horizon. Because the organization runs 
off tax-deductible donations, the immediate priority is to propel fundraising efforts. 

The board is comprised of an array of local figures, almost all of them veterans: 
Les Saland, an insurance agent living in Land O’ Lakes; Valerie Díaz Leroy, 
musician and teacher at Shorecrest Preparatory School (and Mark’s other half); 
Charles H. Rose, III, professor at Stetson University College of Law; Bob Linde, 
owner of Acupuncture & Herbal Therapies in downtown St. Pete; and Pat 
Jennings, co-owner of The Art Supply Store on Central Ave. 

One of the group’s nearsighted business plans is the creation of a doggy daycare 
and kennel. Sustained by veterans, the establishment would provide employment 
and assistance for service men and women. Prospects further down the road 
include the development of a veteran-run bike repair shop as well as a computer 
graphics company.

According to the VA, nearly 1 million U.S. veterans are currently unemployed. 
Programs such as those envisioned by Dog Tag Heroes are crucial for providing 
the military community with valuable skills sets and employment opportunities 
in life following combat.

As Bob and Linda stand with Steve Shelton beneath the exquisite Tabebuia 
tree in bloom, with Coffee Pot Bayou as a backdrop, it becomes clear this unlikely 
alliance of strangers was the work of a dog. Abbie races through the yard in an 
endless pursuit of the ball, a smile beaming from one floppy ear to the other. 

If you are interested in learning more about Dog Tag Heroes, Inc., or partici-
pating in the organization’s ongoing efforts to assist soldiers and veterans in the 
Tampa Bay area, please visit their website at dtheroes.org. Mark Runge, president 
of DTH, can be reached at 727-249-9120. n

Alix Brett was born and raised in St. Petersburg, Fla. She is currently a student at Eckerd College, 
where she is working toward an undergraduate degree in Environmental Studies and Journalism. 
She lives in Old Northeast with her dog, Sadie.

Sources: www.nytimes.com/2012/04/29/us/loyal-companion-helps-a-veteran-with-post-
traumatic-stress-disorder.html?pagewanted=all; http://veterans.house.gov/press-release/miller- 
introduces-milestone-veteran-employment-legislation
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missed that?’ That was what I needed to go through 
to get to what I want to do now.” Arendt sees the awe 
and beauty of our city through a fresh pair eyes. She 
notices small details and brings them to life. She 
projects her vision through her brush and oil onto 
canvas. “When people live in a place for a long time, 
they just don’t see it anymore. You pass it every day.” 
She points out a solitary stop sign in her painting, 
Central Avenue #1, that looks west on Central Avenue. 
She explains, “It’s the only stop sign starting on 
Central Avenue. There are only traffic lights at the 
rest of the intersections.” Hundreds of residents pass 

the sign every day without giving it a second thought, 
but Arendt has captured it, imparting a seemingly 
mystical personality on the canvas. In the painting 
with muted blue overtones, ever-so-subtle hints of 
reds and oranges emerge from a building’s façade. 

Art is not limited to the emotions and moods that 
inspire the artist or those evoked in the viewer. There 
are many technical aspects to it as well. Arendt 
explains that with oil, there are several layers of paint 
– underpainting – developing until the final image is 
revealed. She likes to cover the canvas with bright 
colors underneath, a recipe giving the painting complex 
textures and layers. The result is an element of surprise, 
as seen in the buildings in Central Avenue #1.

The layers of her paintings parallel the layers in 
her personality, an effervescent mixture of whimsical 
expression and methodical discipline. Never having 
painted with oil, Arendt decided that she wanted to 
learn. She researched, read articles, and “figured out 
how to mix medium to get paints to work better, with 
formulas and through trial and error.” The first paintings 
in her new career were abstract. “I started painting 
abstract because it was a release. It was what I needed, 
to step away. I gave myself a lot of liberty to do what 
I wanted, unlike corporate America with lots of rules!” 

“Then I wanted to do some scenes… some things 
I missed that now I recognized as being really pretty.” 
While Victoria occasionally paints, en plein air, or 
“in the open air,” she generally paints from photos she 
takes, but that can be a monumental task in itself. 
“I like to capture the atmosphere of the day. I would 
pick a day where there was a nice mood to it. For me, 
that can be something a little misty, or after it rains. 
I’ll go out to try to capture something, take hundreds 
of pictures, and look at them, and like none of them! 
And then sometimes, I’ll go out and just capture 
something right away. I have to go through a lot of 
photos to get the picture I want.”

PAINTING THE TOWN Continued from page 1
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Victoria’s creativity stretches beyond 
the visual. Just as she was moving into 
her studio, Vision 47, in the historic 
Crislip Arcade building, she was asked 
if she would be interested in doing her 
own radio show. “When opportunities 
present themselves, you need to be able 
to see them and go with them. It was 
the most random thing that happened 
to me. I didn’t know if I would be any 
good at it, but I wanted to give it a try.” 
Now, she volunteers her time to host a 
weekly radio show, The Artist Speaks, on 
RhinoOnAir.com, an internet-based 
station, interviewing local artists. She 
continues, “Hundreds of years from 
now, we don’t know whose artwork is 
going to stand the test of time. Typically, 
you only see the artist’s work in a 
museum. We never hear what they 
sound like. So, I want to chronicle the 
artists who are in the same area at this 
moment in time.” She started the show 
in September 2012 with an interview 
with the late Bill Correira Woo. “Maybe 
I can help dial in St. Pete on the map. 
Maybe little by little, we can bring 
people who like to buy original artwork, 

and can afford to buy original artwork, 
here.” She has already received inquiries 
from as far away as London.

She loves her new home in the Old 
Northeast. “I think one of the fabulous 
things about this area is that there are 
a lot of like-minded people together, 
right now... a lot of artists, a lot of people 
who are interested in art.” She believes 
St. Petersburg is on the cusp being recog-
nized as a serious arts town, “just a 
matter of tipping it over the edge – it’s 
so close.”

Compared to Los Angeles, she says, 
“I definitely feel more relaxed here. I 
like the energy of the Downtown area. 
You’re always going to find something 
to do, even if you’re just sitting in one 
of the outdoor cafes. There’s an energy 
that you’re with a community. I didn’t 
have that in California. Here, we have 
what I would consider the definition of 
a community.”

Her future plans? In February, she 
will be moving to a new studio in the 
Warehouse Arts District, joining an 
artists’ co-op, as part of the growing Arts 

Continued on page 22

Left and above: Central Ave #1, Central Ave #5, Central Ave #7 (mixed media on canvas), 
and First and 4th (oil on linen). 
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DINING OUT
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$19.25 PRIX FIX MENU.*

WEEKEND ENTERTAINMENT.

GASTRONOMIC SUNDAY BRUNCH.

RENAISSANCE VINOY RESORT & GOLF CLUB
501 5th Ave NE, St Petersburg, FL

Restaurant Reservations: 727.824.8072
marchandsbarandgrill.com

*Limited seating available, offer valid from
5-6:30 p.m. Not valid on holidays.

Marchands Ad 4.42x4 Color:Layout 1 8/6/12 3:27 PM  Page 1

TO DO IN ST. PETE
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scene. There, she will have a larger work space, and have the ability to spend more 
time painting. Her next project will involve another series of paintings looking 
down into St. Petersburg, from an elevated vantage point. She has already selected 
has different parts of the city she wants to capture. She will also participate in St. 
Petersburg’s Annual Mainsail Arts Festival, on April 20th and 21st. 

When asked her own closing question to interviewees on The Artist Speaks, she 
says of her legacy, “I want 
my paintings to stand the 
test of time. Not only am 
I creating a specific image 
or scene, but an emotion...
and I want future genera-
tions to be a part of my art 
and to be able to feel that 
emotion.” Only time is a 
true judge of legacy, but for 
the present, St. Petersburg 
is fortunate to have 
Victoria Arendt create 
beautiful images for us to 
enjoy, and capture images 
that we might have 
otherwise missed.

Victoria’s paintings 
can be seen on her website 
www.VictoriaArendt.com. 
n

Livia Zien makes her home in 
the Old Northeast with her 
husband Greg and two kitties, 
Oaxaca and Poulsbo. She 
enjoys running, swimming, 
cooking, and of course, writing 
for the Northeast Journal.

PAINTING THE TOWN  Continued from page 21
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AROUND THE BLOCK

birthday celebratioN

St. Pete gained seven new avid fans when friends from all over the country 
gathered to celebrate their 70th birthdays together in February. They had 
met over half a century ago at Valparaiso University in Valparaiso, Indiana, 

and have gathered every five years since 1993 to celebrate birthdays together.
The seven women, all friends of Mary Dossin of Signature Place, loved the 

walkability of the downtown area. The only time they got in cars during the 
week was for a trip to Sunset Beach on Treasure Island to watch the sunset, 
and then have a seafood meal at Snapper’s on Gulf Boulevard in St. Pete Beach.

Initially skeptical, they were enchanted by the Dali Museum, and enjoyed 
the Museum of Fine Arts. The Chihully gallery, the Hotel Vinoy, Tranquillity 
Wellness Spa, the Saturday Market, and shopping downtown and on Beach 
Drive drew raves, as did the Muvico movie theater, where they saw The 
Quartet.

The women were thrilled by the War of the Romantics coffee concert at 
the Mahaffey, and agreed with guest conductor Teddy Abrams that the Florida 
Orchestra is marvelous. They also enjoyed The Piano Lesson at the American 
Stage Theater.

Restaurants visited during their stay – some more than once – were 
Ceviche, Gratzzi’s, Bella Brava, the Hangar, Acropolis, the Dome Grill, and 
Midtown Sundries. All received two thumbs up. Also the gelato stand on 
Beach Drive was fabulous.

In addition to these experiences, the group relished Florida oranges and 
strawberries, and the avocados available here. The weather, the sun, and the 
Signature Place pool put a superb finishing touch on a wonderful week of 
celebration.

* * * * *

reGistratioN oPeN for 2013 clowN alley!
Registration 

is now open for 
the 2013 Clown 
Alley Clown 
School, 
produced by the 
Suncoasters of 
St. Petersburg 
and sponsored by 
All Children’s 
Hospital.  This popular community program, which is open to students of all 
ages, has been a tradition in St. Petersburg since 1972.

Christine Davison, a graduate of the Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey Clown 
School, teaches character definition, make-up, costuming and performance 
techniques during the one day class.  

All participants will be invited to show off their new skills in the Illuminated 
Night Parade on Thursday, March 21st and again in the Santa Parade in December.

The class will be held on Saturday, March 9h from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
at the All Children’s Hospital Education Conference Center, 701 4th Street 
South, St. Petersburg.  

The cost is $20 per person, plus $10 for each additional family member. 
The fee includes instruction, a Clown Alley t-shirt and a box lunch.   Make 
up and supplies will also be available for sale.

Registration forms are available on the Clown Alley page at suncoasters-stpete.
com or by calling the Suncoasters office at 727-821-9888.    Advanced registration 
is recommended.   Same day registration begins at 9:00 a.m. until the class is full.

The Suncoasters of St. Petersburg are a civic organization of nearly 200 
local business leaders who produce events in celebration of the City of St. 
Petersburg to be enjoyed by the total community.   Proceeds from all events 
provide scholarships for local students and financial support for arts and music 
programs in Pinellas County Schools.    The St. Petersburg Times and Bright 
House Networks are the exclusive media sponsors for all 2012 Suncoaster 
events including the All County Music Fest, the Scholastic Art Awards, the 
Illuminated Night Parade, and the Harvey’s 5K Run.
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Exhibition by Mike Souchak at the first tee, Lakewood Country Club, St. Pete-Open. Michael 
Souchak won 15 times on the PGA Tour in the 1950s and 1960s, and played for the 1959 and 
1961 Ryder Cup teams, circa 1955.  Courtesy of St. Petersburg Country Club.

C. Perry Snell constructed a nine-hole golf course 
in 1919 at the southern end of what was to be known 
as Snell Isle. This course later evolved into the present 
day championship Sunset Golf Course. During the 
1920s boom, three St. Petersburg area 18-hole courses 
were developed at Pasadena, Shore Acres, and 
Lakewood Estates. The Pasadena course was originally 
known as Bear Creek Country Club. It attracted such 
famous golf professionals as Walter Hagen, Bobby 
Jones, Gene Sarazen, Jim Barnes, Bobby Cruikshank, 
and Johnny Farrell. 

Walter Hagen was a major figure in golf in the first 
half of the 20th century, and a very familiar figure 
around St. Petersburg. In 1926, Hagen won a legendary 
72-hole exhibition match against amateur Bobby 
Jones played in Sarasota and at the Pasadena course 

in St. Petersburg. Hagen was president the Pasadena 
Golf and Country Club which was associated with 
the Rolyat Hotel, now Stetson Law School. He also 
played a warm-up match for the Florida West Coast 
Open at Lakewood Golf Course in 1929, where he 
was paired with Leo Diegle and defeated Johnny 
Farrell and Gene Sarazen. His tally of eleven profes-
sional majors remains third behind Jack Nicklaus (18) 
and Tiger Woods (14) to this day.

Charles Hall first came to St. Petersburg about 
1908 from Philadelphia where he had been a successful 
businessman in the clothing and hat industries. Soon 
after his arrival, he plunged into the real estate business. 
He was also a backer of the 1914 St. Petersburg-Tampa 
Airboat Line, the world’s first airline, and donated 

the land for Lakewood Elementary School. In 1917, 
Hall and his wife Emma, operating as the Victory Land 
Company, began to purchase and clear a 2,500-acre 
parcel of land south of Lake Maggiore that became 
Lakewood Estates and Lakewood Golf Course (now 
St. Petersburg Country Club). This was the first major 
development in South St. Pete. With the help of land 
planner and engineer George Young, Hall planned to 
make this the grandest development in the city. He 
completed most of his Lakewood project by 1924.

Hall believed Lakewood Estates and its golf course 
had more beauty and advantages than anywhere else 
in Florida. Nine-foot-tall urns graced several entrances 
to Lakewood, and many lots faced the golf course. 
Many streets were named for Spanish explorers and 
places. The first homes were built in the popular 
Mediterranean Revival style. Hall himself lived in 

Lakewood. The golf course was designed by 
renowned golf course architect Herbert Strong in the 
shape of a butterfly. Roadways were parallel to each 
fairway allowing for fans to follow the games. Unfor-
tunately, the development was not a success. Hall did 
not appreciate the tidal actions at nearby Lake 
Maggiore. The lake was connected to Tampa Bay by 
Salt Creek, and at low tide the odor created in the 
lake could be smelled over most of the planned devel-
opment. The problem was later corrected by the 
erection of dams and other measures. Lakewood was 
also an area not easily accessed in the 1920s, Lake 
Maggiore serving as a natural barrier. And then the 
development boom in St. Petersburg crashed in 1926, 
eventually forcing Hall into bankruptcy. Lakewood 

Estates and Golf Course fell on further hard times 
during the Great Depression. 

In 1935, the Lakewood Country Club was 
organized and acquired the course for $40,000. It had 
an initial membership of 300. The club’s first officers 
included George S. Patterson, W. W. McEachern, 
W. F. Davenport, D. C. Robertson, and E. R. Sheldon. 
The first clubhouse was built by Hall in the 1920s, 
and later renovated in 1936. It was originally built 
in the Mediterranean style and included a ballroom 
called the Palm Room with a retractable ceiling 
making possible “starlight dances.” The clubhouse 
also had a large dining room with an exterior wall of 
stone, a massive raised fireplace in the center and 
two large birdcages built into the wall, opening 
outside and inside, one on either side of the fireplace. 
The course was open to the public. While earlier club 

records were destroyed in a fire in 1970 along with 
the first clubhouse, club records are still available 
beginning from 1935. They speak of using teams of 
mules to help with work on the course, and an entire 
year’s greens budget amounting to $2,000. Greens’ 
fees were $1.50 and set in collaboration with other 
clubs so as not to engage in price wars. During the 
gas rationing of World War II, golfers would 
assemble on 9th Street and then be transported in a 
wagon to the course to save fuel. During the years of 
World War II, activities were restricted. The Enter-
tainment Committee reported in 1943, “no meeting, 
no funds, no action, no expenditures, no receipts, 
no fun” due to the shortage of gasoline and continued 
rationing. 

HISTORY Continued from page 1

17th signature fairway at St. Petersburg Country Club.

Lakewood Medical Golf Tournament. Dr. Norval M. Marr (right), Dr. Robert Johnson Needles 
(second from right). Others unidentified. Dr. Needles and other local health professionals provided 
care to St. Pete Open players. Lakewood had a tradition of an annual tournament in which member 
physicians would compete with member attorneys. Circa 1954. Courtesy of Susan Needles Schlecht.

Clubhouse at Lakewood Golf Club. The original clubhouse was built by Hall in the 1920s, and 
later renovated in 1936. It was originally built in the Mediterranean style and included a ballroom 
called the Palm Room with a retractable ceiling making possible “starlight dances.” The clubhouse 
was destroyed by fire in 1970, and the current modern design clubhouse replaced it. Circa 1937.  

Courtesy of Michaels Family Collection.
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Originally, the course had a winter 
teaching professional. A full-time golf 
professional was not hired until the end 
of World War II. Early professionals 
included Tom Rose, Cliff Bruneau, and 
Ed Kerby, who served from 1935-1948. 
Skip Alexander came in 1951. Skip had 
been a very successful touring profes-
sional, winning three PGA tour events. 
But, in 1950 he was the lone survivor 
of a plane crash in which he was severely 
burned over 70% of his body. After 
multiple operations, one of which perma-
nently froze his badly burned fingers 
around the grip of a golf club instead of 
removing them, he returned to help the 
United States win the 1951 Ryder Cup. 
Sam Snead, the Ryder Cup captain that 
year, paired Alexander against the 
British champion, John Panton, in the 
singles portion of the competition. It 
appears that while Skip was not expected 
to win, this pairing would at least save 
other U. S. players from playing Panton, 
who was beating everyone at that time. 
Skip, with both hands bleeding, won 
the match by the largest margin in 
Ryder Cup history up to that time. He 
received the 1959 Ben Hogan Award 
for golfers who make a comeback after 
suffering a physical handicap. He was 
inducted into the Carolinas Golf Hall 
of Fame in 1986, and the North Carolina 
Sports Hall of Fame and Duke Hall of 
Fame in 1987. He served as Lakewood’s 
golf pro until 1984. Richard Hope, who 
has played at Lakewood since he was a 
kid, remembers him as a “big man, a 
larger-than-life figure, with a lot of 

charm, a tremendous memory, and he 
was a great story-teller.” Susan Needles 
Schlecht, daughter of long-time 
Lakewood member Dr. Robert Needles, 
remembers Skip as a “sweetheart of a 
man, a very humble man with a wicked 
sense of humor!” Skip would regularly 
get tickets for the entire Needles 
family to see the Master’s Tournament 
at Augusta. 

Dental surgeon and later mortgage 
broker Alfred Bill Williams Jr. also 
remembers Skip. Bill Jr.’s dad, also 
called Bill, was a very successful African 
American businessman who, among 
other enterprises, operated Bill’s Shoe 
Shine Parlor at the Magnolia Arcade 
across from the Princess Martha in 
downtown. At one time, the business 
employed fourteen persons. Lakewood 
Country Club used the shoe service to 
affix cleats to golf shoes. In the early 
1950s, Bill Jr., then eight years old, and 
his brother Clifford, seven years old, 
bicycled the shoes to and from the 
country club, and met Skip Alexander 
who they knew as the “master caddie.” 
The boys expressed an interest in 
learning golf, and Skip agreed to teach 
them for $5 a lesson. At that time 
Lakewood Country Club was segregated 
like most institutions in the city, so 
Bill Jr. and his brother got up at 5am to 
take lessons at the club before the 
members arrived. 

One of Lakewood Golf Club’s greatest 
claims to fame was participating in the 
St. Petersburg Invitational Open, first 

Continued on page 31
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called the St. Petersburg Open. This PGA Tour event 
began in 1930 and continued until 1964. The Open 
evolved from winter golf tours, played particularly by 
northern club pros to earn a living while snow and 
severe cold enveloped the northern courses. Trips to 
Lakewood and other Florida courses offered up-north 
gofers not only a chance to continue play during the 

winter, but the oppor-
tunity to do it in a warm 
climate with exotic 
vegetation and even the 
occasional alligator adding 
to the greens’ hazards. 
The St. Pete Open was 
usually played alternating 
between Lakewood and 
nearby Pasadena Country 
Club (Pasadena Yacht 
and Country Club). On 
one occasion in 1946, it 
was played at the Sunset 
Golf Club of the Vinoy 
Park Hotel (now Vinoy 
Renaissance St. Petersburg Resort and Golf Club). 
The first Open was held in 1930 and intended to be 
played only at Lakewood. But, so many players 
responded that two courses were needed and the 
Jungle Golf Club became a co-host. Jack Collins was 
the winner playing against the likes of Horton Smith 
(first Masters’ champion), Bobby Cruickshank, and 
Gene Sarazen. First prize was $1,000. Other winners 
over the years at Lakewood included Johnny Revolta 
(1938), Jimmy Demaret (1940), Sam Snead (1942), 
Lawson Little (1948), Jack Burke, Jr. (1952), Cary 
Middlecoff (1955 & 1959), Mike Fetchick (1956), 
George Bayer (1960), Bobby Nichols (1962), 
Raymond Floyd (1963), and Bruce Devlin (1964). 
In 1963, Floyd won the event at 20 years 6 months 
of age becoming the youngest player to win a PGA 
Tour event since 1928. Bruce Devlin, an Australian 
golfer who had recently moved to the United States, 
won the first of his eight PGA Tour titles in 1964. 
Some winners at other participating courses include 
Ben Hogan (1946), and Arnold Palmer (1958). Both 
of these played at Lakewood but did not win. Cary 
Middlecoff was a personal friend of Skip Alexander. 

Gary Player also participated in some of these tourna-
ments, although he never won. Upon first seeing him 
play, Skip Alexander said he had “no chance” to ever 
be a winner, but he later commented, “another one 
of my great predictions!”

Jack Nicklaus played once, in 1964. Longtime St. 
Pete Country Club member Richard Hope remembers 
the “Golden Bear” as “impressive – drove the ball 
father than anyone else” at the time. Prize money was 
far less than now. For example, Mike Fetchick collected 
$2,200 for his 1956 win (about $19,000 in current 
dollars compared with in excess of a million for 
winners of many current PGA events). Arnold Palmer 
also played at Lakewood in 1955 as a “pro apprentice,” 
long before he became a golf legend. Years later, he 
remembered having dinner with Skip Alexander and 
physician and club member Robert Needles. After 
Palmer complained of severe pain in his arm, Dr. 
Needles invited him to pay a visit to his office the 
next day. He did so and received several injections of 
cortisone which enabled him to finish the tournament. 

HISTORY Continued from page 29

Continued on page 35

Letter written to Dr. Robert Needles by Arnold Palmer in 1968 
with his check for $35 in payment of his 1955 medical care.  
After Palmer established himself as a champion and golf began 
to pay big money, Dr. Needles as a joke sent Arnold a bill for his 
1955 services. Palmer and Dr. Needles were good friends. 

Courtesy of Susan Needles Schlecht.

St. Petersburg Country Club clubhouse as it looks today. The clubhouse offers a restaurant, 
including outdoor seating,  bar, ballroom, ladies card room, fitness center, tiki bar, swimming pool, 
and locker rooms.
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The mission of the Heart Gallery of Pinellas & Pasco is to provide an emotionally 
safe way to connect children with families through a traveling exhibit featuring the 
faces and stories of local foster children ready for adoption. For more information, 
please visit their website at www.heartgallerykids.org. 

Age:  12

What makes her happy: A McDonald’s 
quarter-pounder with cheese, SpongeBob 
Square Pants, and playing hide-and-seek, 
going to the beach.

A Perfect Day: Would be spent on a 
peaceful island or hanging out with friends.

Her Forever Mother: Would look like her 
and possibly be Chinese, but she “just 
wants a mother.”

Favorites: In School: Science; Music: rap, 
especially Chris Brown; Animal: cheetah; 
Color: hot pink.

When She Grows Up: She’d like to be a supermodel.

What She Wants Her Forever Family To Know: That she’s pretty, sweet, 
and nice. She has a big heart and just wants to be able to be a kid.

“I really like school.”

Age: 10

Nickname: “L.J.”

Favorite Foods:  Spaghetti, macaroni & 
cheese and cooked broccoli.

Favorite Animals:  Dogs, cats, lions, lizards 
and cobras.

Favorite Subjects:  Math, science and 
writing.

What he looks for in a friend:  Someone 
that cares for him and helps him out.

Favorite things to do:  L. J. enjoys video games, drawing, and playing sports 
outside with his friends.  His favorite TV shows are Ben Ten and the Power 
Rangers.  His favorite movies include Spiderman and the Ninja Turtles. He 
loves all types of music and when he grows up he wants to be an athlete or a 
video game designer.

Ideal Family:  L. J. is a loving, outgoing kid with an unavoidable smile and 
an upbeat attitude. His forever family would be one that could provide a 
stable, safe environment where he can tell jokes and be the center of attention.  
He has three sisters and would like to stay a part of their lives. A family for 
L. J. would benefit from having ample time to be one-on-one with him.  He 
loves to learn and would thrive in a family that is strong, structured, loving, 
patient and committed!

THE HEART GALLERY

STEPHANIE

LEONARD
● Fine Art 
● Custom Framing 
● Unique Gifts 
● Home Accessories

Leslie Curran
727-898-6061

VISIT OUR
NEW LOCATION
1445 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, Fl 33705 

Like Us on Facebook

ARTicles
is now
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Patty 
Gassner

Coffee Pot Blvd NE

Cal 
Webster

21st Avenue NE

Sarah 
Howe

1st Street N

q What is your favorite animal? Bucky Badger

w What was your most valued possession as a child?  
A white izod bathing suit with yellow tulips.  I 
loved it so much that I wore in my swim-team 
photo in third grade, and was the only one not in 
the red and blue speedo. 

e What do you like about living in the Northeast 
area of St. Petersburg? Living in the “city” and being 
just a bike ride away from coffee, restaurants, 
waterfront, movie, tennis, friends, and work.  

r  In a movie about your life, which actor should 
play you? Kristin Wigg.  I would want it to be funny. 

t If you wrote a book, what would it be about? 
A business book about the importance of great 
customer service

y Whom do you most admire? My parents. They are 
so interesting, adventuresome, cool, hip and fun!  
They are our go-to people for what to do, where to 
go, what to see, etc.  

u What is our favorite commercial? 
The Clydesdale commercial played during the 
superbowl. I cried.

i If you were a teacher, what would you teach? 
Manners. It’s such a simple and essential skill 
needed that can make the world a better place. 

o What is the best feeling in the world? 
Beating my husband in tennis? Never have.

1) What kind of music do you like? Whatever 
stations my stepson Griffin loads on my Pandora 

1! Are you a listener or a talker? Depends on the 
audience. I listen to talkers and can talk to listeners. 

1@ What do you miss most about your childhood? 
All expense paid vacations  

1# What is your passion? Fresh air

1$ What is your favorite breakfast? Bagel and lox 

1% What is your very favorite part of your day? 
When I get to see my husband at the end of our 
work day. 

q What is your favorite animal? Bottlenose dolphin

w What was your most valued possession as a child? 
My little black monkey stuffed animal

e What do you like about living in the Northeast 
area of St. Petersburg? The historical ambience

r  In a movie about your life, which actor should 
play you? I would like to say Jerry Lewis but I will 
have to say Russell Crowe

t If you wrote a book, what would it be about?  
Ones’ Legacy: The impact parenting has on a 
child, in turn, the world. What effective changes 
will improve your odds of enjoying your children.

y Whom do you most admire? John Wooden

u What is our favorite commercial?  
ESPN’s Arnold Palmer commercial 

i If you were a teacher, what would you teach? 
College basketball

o What is the best feeling in the world? 
When you dive into the water with the 
anticipation of going water skiing

1) What kind of music do you like? ’60s, ’70s, ’80s; 
Rock: Beatles, Rolling Stones, Billy Joel... 

1! Are you a listener or a talker? 
As my dad would say, “listen before you talk.”

1@ What do you miss most about your childhood? 
Playing sports all afternoon with neighborhood friends

1# What is your passion?  
Helping other people improve themselves

1$ What is your favorite breakfast?  
Three eggs over easy, wheat toast, crisp bacon, 
crisp hash browns and OJ

1% What is your very favorite part of your day? 
A peaceful morning sunrise 

1^ What is the best reward anyone can give you? 
Heart felt gratitude 

1& What is the most important thing to you in life? 
Hands down: Family 

q What is your favorite animal?  
Dogs, especially Yorkshire Terriers

w What was your most valued possession as a child? 
My Toni Doll and my Alice in Wonderland wallet. 
A pickpocket stole the wallet while we were at Webb’s 
City. Broke my heart. I had all my savings in that 
wallet: $14. It was 1951; that was a lot of money then. 
Never forgot it.

e What do you like about living in the Northeast 
area of St. Petersburg? I am a native and grew up on 
25th Avenue and 2nd Street. It’s home. It’s always 
been so beautiful and such a great neighborhood.

r  In a movie about your life, which actor should 
play you? Dixie Carter

t If you wrote a book, what would it be about? 
Good winning over evil; something nice

y Whom do you most admire? My husband Elliott 

u What is our favorite commercial? The Traveler’s 
Insurance commercials with that wonderful scruffy dog

i If you were a teacher, what would you teach? 
History

o What is the best feeling in the world? 
Laughing and being with old friends

1) What kind of music do you like?
’50s/ ’60s and easy listening

1! Are you a listener or a talker? Both

1@ What do you miss most about your childhood? 
Life was so much simpler back in our day. We had a 
great neighborhood. We played outside all the time. 
When the street lights came on, it was time to go in. 
The sense of safety and security was always there.

1# What is your passion? Playing good golf.

1$ What is your favorite breakfast? 
Cheese grits, bacon or country ham, and eggs.

1% What is your very favorite part of your day? 
Sitting on our front porch at the end of the day 
and watching everyone walking by on the boulevard.
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Palmer and many others participating in the Open 
had little money at that time and received their 
housing, meals, and medical care as the guests of local 
residents. Many years later, after Palmer established 
himself as a champion and golf began to pay big 
money, Dr. Needles as a joke sent Arnold a bill of 
$35 for his 1955 services. Arnold paid it thanking 
the Doc for not also billing him for “twelve years’ 
worth of service charges.” Susan Needles Schlecht 
remembers the St. Pete Open players fondly. “It was 
so exciting. It was a huge event in town. We were seeing 
the beginning of so many great golf careers, and with 
television just coming in, we got to follow them for 
decades. We felt like they were family. They were 
such nice young men, all of them.” The St. Pete Open 
came to a close when the city decided to postpone a 
decision on sponsoring the 1965 event while trying 
to find the needed funding. Because of the delay 
Jacksonville stepped in and secured the St. Petersburg 
tournament dates. 

St. Pete County Club also prides itself on its New 
Year’s Invitational Tournament which amazingly has 
been played continuously since 1927. It is the oldest 
sustained Amateur Golf Tournament in the country. 
In the last ten years, the tournament has been highly 
competitive with mostly college players, even drawing 
from Big 10 and Pacific-12 (Pac-12) institutions. The 
tournament draws approximately 130 players. The 
1928 tournament winner was Johnny Revolta, who 
was a locker room attendant and part-time course 
ranger for Lakewood as a teenager. He went on to 
win 15 tournaments on the PGA tour, including the 
PGA Championship, and also the St. Pete Open in 
1937. The Club has also hosted the United Negro 
College Fund (UNCF) Invitational (“A mind is a 
terrible thing to waste”) for the past ten years, a part 
of UNCF’s national annual fundraising campaign. 
(President John F. Kennedy donated the proceeds 
from his book Profiles in Courage to the fund.)

In 2000-01, the golf course and clubhouse under-
went $2.5 million in renovations, and the club’s name 
was changed to the St. Petersburg Country Club.  
Today, in addition to golf, the club offers tennis, 
swimming, a fitness center, a full restaurant, banquet 
facilities, dances, and parties.  The current golf profes-
sional is Terry Decker and the tennis professional is 
Sam Vuille. Sam, known as “Sam the Smasher” 
because of his serve-and-volley style singles game 
competed at Wimbledon, and is a member of the 
Florida Tennis Hall of Fame. The club is family-
oriented and offers many programs for young people.  
As its first manager put it, “Lakewood is unique, with 
much history.”   St. Petersburg Country Club, together 
with other similar clubs and golf courses both private 
and public, have contributed greatly to our city’s sense 
of place and culture.

Information regarding St. Petersburg Country 
Club memberships may be obtained at stpetecoun-
tryclub.com or 727-867-2111.

Sources consulted for this article include: Ray Arsenault, St. Petersburg 
and the Florida Dream: 1888-1950, 1988/96; Tom Clavin, Sir 
Walter, 2005; Walter P. Fuller, St. Petersburg and Its People, 1972; 
Karl H. Grismer, The Story of St. Petersburg, 1948; St. Petersburg 
Country Club, Club Minutes; Scott Taylor Hartzell, Remembering 
St. Petersburg Florida, vol. 1, 2006; St. Petersburg Times, especially 
12/22/28, 1/2/29, 2/21/29, 6/9/27, 1/13/28, 5/22/26, 12/21/27, and 
3/6/1930, p. 2.1.; and communications with Richard Hope, Susan 
Needles Schlecht; and Alfred Bill Williams, Jr.

Will Michaels has served as executive director and trustee of the 
St. Petersburg Museum of History, vice-president of the Carter 
G. Woodson Museum of African American History, president of 
St. Petersburg Preservation and co-chair of the Tony Jannus Distin-
guished Aviation Society, and is currently president of the Flight 
2014 Planning Board, which is coordinating the celebrations for 
the centennial of the world’s first airline. He is the author of The 
Making of St. Petersburg. Will is available to speak to community 
groups and may be reached at 727-420-9195. For more infor-
mation about Saint Petersburg Preservation, the St. Petersburg 
Museum of History, and the Tony Jannus Distinguished Aviation 
Society go to www.stpetepreservation.org; www.spmoh.org; 
www.woodsonmuseum.org; or tonyjannus.org.

HISTORY Continued from page 31

“Doc” Cary Middlecoff; Arnold and his wife Winnie Palmer; 
Skip Alexander (left); and Julius Boros (right). Middlecoff 
won at Lakewood in 1955 and 1959. Skip Alexander won 
three PGA tour events prior to becoming the Lakewood pro. 
Palmer won the 1958 St. Pete Open at Pasadena and played 
in many St. Pete Open events. Boros did not win a St. Pete 
Open but went on to a very distinguished golf career winning 
three majors and 18 PGA tour events. Photos taken at Lakewood 
by Susan Needles Schlecht when she was eleven years old, 1955.

St. Pete Open Champions
at St. Petersburg Country Club

 1930* Jack Collins
 1938 Johnny Revolta
 1940 Jimmy Demaret
 1942 Sam Snead
 1948 Lawson Little
 1952 Jack Burke, Jr.
 1955 Cary Middlecoff
 1956 Mike Fetchick
 1959** Cary Middlecoff
 1960 George Bayer
 1962 Bobby Nichols
 1963 Raymond Floyd
 1964 Bruce Devlin

  *  Co-hosted with the Jungle Golf Course

** Co-hosted with the Pasadena  
 Country Club




