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Pineapples Rule and Resiliency
Sara W. Hopkins

A tale of three brothers

O

nce upon a time, there were three brothers who, like many, experienced a series of
unfortunate events and found themselves part of our local foster care system. Separated
from one another in different foster homes, they held onto hope that one day they would
all be together in a ‘forever’ home, all one family again.
Their wish came true. A
remarkable young woman by
the name of Nicole Marchman
began fostering Brent and
Aaron when they were ages
four and two, respectively, and
later fostered Preston, and
over the coming years, began
the formal adoption process
for all three boys. Then, by a
cruel twist, Nicole became ill.
I recently met the boys,
Brent (11), Aaron (9), and
Preston (5), at ROC Park in
Madeira Beach. (ROC stands
for Remember Our Children)
where they were choosing
a memorial tree for their
Mommy Nicole in remembrance. Nicole passed away
from pancreatic cancer in
January at the age of 35.
The last time the boys were
at this park was with Nicole,
when she told them the news
that the adoption could not
in fact move forward due to
her illness. That was six
months ago.

Aaron, Preston, and Brent select a tree to honor Mommy Nicole

Continued on page 18

A Legacy of Care

Masonic Home of Florida

C

Will Michaels

. Perry Snell built beautiful homes and neighborhoods such as Old Northeast and Snell
Island. He built St. Petersburg’s most beautiful building, the Snell Arcade. But one of his
little-known gems was the Southland Woman’s Seminary, built on what is now the location
of the Masonic Home. The seminary was a school for girls.
In 1914, the Southland Seminary in Gainesville was looking for a new home. Somehow C.
Perry Snell took an interest in that and offered the school four blocks of land on north Coffee
Pot Bayou (at about 1st Street and 33rd Avenue N). As if that were not enough, he and his
partner, James C. Hamlett, added another 50 lots for the school’s use. Their only condition was
Continued on page 26

Original Masonic Home building opened in 1916 as the Southland Woman’s Seminary. The building was demolished
Courtesy of Michaels Family Collection
in 1988 to make way for a new modern structure.
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Shipping Container Kale
and Other Miracles

B

Janan Talafer

uying local takes on a whole new meaning at Brick Street
Farms, St. Petersburg’s cool, new eco-friendly farm where
exotic greens like Salanova escarole, Spretnak Bibb, purple
kale, and tatsoi grow in an unusual, sheltered environment –
shipping containers.
Like most transplanted northerners who come to Florida
hoping to grow Big Boy tomatoes, green beans, and lettuce in the
backyard, Shannon O’Malley was quickly frustrated at her lack
of success. St. Petersburg might be proud of its reputation as the
Sunshine City, but when it comes to growing produce, the sun,
the heat, the humidity, and the sandy soil can be a bit too much.
Unlike most of us, Shannon didn’t let that stop her. Instead, she
began researching hydroponics and indoor gardening. After a little
experimenting with a small hydroponic vertical-growing tower
for the backyard, she decided to take an enormous leap of faith.
Earlier this year, Shannon and her husband, Brad Doyle,
launched Brick Street Farms, a small startup company that grows
plants hydroponically in eight-foot-tall vertical climbing towers.
At the end of March, Brick Street Farms held its official grand
opening with Mayor Rick Kriseman and St. Petersburg Area
Chamber of Commerce President Chris Steinocher present to
the cut the ribbon.
Since then, Shannon and Brad have generated a lot of attention
with their unique approach to farming. Brick Street Farms is
definitely the only urban farm of its kind in Tampa Bay, and
possibly the only one in the Southeast. Their plants don’t grow
in soil, they’re fed liquid fertilizer automatically on a schedule.
The plants also don’t have to worry about wilting in the sunshine.
That’s because they’re grown inside huge air-conditioned shipping
containers which have been transformed into high-tech mini
plant laboratories.
Driving by Brick Street Farms, no one would guess that inside
is a very productive plant factory, or lettuce farm as Shannon
describes it. That’s because the farm is situated two blocks south
of downtown on the edge of the Warehouse Arts District. If
you’ve ever been to the city’s Second Saturday Art Walk, chances
are you’ve taken the trolley to this eclectic district, which is filled
with a half-dozen small shops like T2theS, which builds custom,
high-end furniture, and amazing art studios like Duncan
McClellan’s Glass Shop. This is not exactly where you would
picture a farm. But then, this is definitely not your typical farm.
A tall, decorative wood fence encircles the entire 1/3-acre of
property. You enter through a combination office, kitchen, and
entertainment center that also doubles as the couple’s office.
Step outside into the backyard and there in the corner are three
enormous shipping containers painted bright, lime green. While
I was there for a visit, a door to one of the containers opened
Continued on page 22
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Invested
We attribute our success to the success of our clients.
For almost four decades we have been Tampa Bay’s leading community bank.
When we put our community ﬁrst, everyone wins.

Scott Gault | Market President
727-502-8401 | sgault@bankoftampa.com
200 Central Avenue | St. Petersburg
BankofTampa.com
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BANKING

PERSONAL
BANKING

WEALTH
MANAGEMENT

TRUST
SERVICES

MEMBER FDIC
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Tried the Rest?
Call the Best.
(727)345-0317
Repair | Installation | Maintenance
Residential & Commercial



System Design & New Construction



Customized Maintenance Contracts



Duct Replacement & Repair



Pre-purchase Inspections



Service & Repair of All Major Brands 



Air Balancing



Previous Awards:
2007-2009, 2012-2015

Indoor Air Quality
24-Hour Emergency Service

www.kronwest.com
CAC1814552 CAC042743

transform how you feel, function & live

Experience Tranquility & Vibrant Health

Jean Riccio
LMT, MFR, NMT

727•642•2518

hellojeanriccio@gmail.com
jean.massagetherapy.com
MA63040

women & couples – in the home

P U B L IS H E R’S N OT E
Resilient, tenacious, caring, organic, miraculous... this sounds like a Mom to
me. And, oh by the way, these adjectives describe the good people featured in
this issue of the Northeast Journal. As for just about every year for the past 13
years, the May/June issue is delivered on Mother’s Day. Indulge me this; I want
everyone to think about the above descriptors and see how fitting they might
be when describing yourself if you are a mom, or your own mother. Feel free to
email me your thoughts about this and I will publish them on our website and
in the next issue.
In the meantime, the cover story about the three brothers, Brent, Aaron and
Preston, is a bittersweet tale of resilience and what motherly love can do to
nurture a child even through the toughest of times. With that said, huge kudos
go to longtime local realtor, Eileen Bedinghaus, and her husband, Jim, for going
to bat for these boys at every turn. They are incredibly heroic as the brothers’
foster grandparents and will do anything to help them find the support and
ultimately the loving home they so desperately need.
Just like a little blade of grass that finds the only crack in the pavement through
which to grow, the tenacity of Brad Doyle and Shannon O’Malley to find a way
to grow an impressive yield of healthful, organic greens in the middle of this fine
City – in shipping containers, no less – is awe inspiring. While science and
technology have a lot to do with it, the husband-and-wife team has nurtured this
new enterprise, Brick Street Farms, into a healthy and rapidly growing business.
Fresh and organic greens grown just blocks away... Happy Mother’s Day!
And finally, the resilience, tenacity, and caring discussed in Will Michaels’ story
about the Masonic Home of Florida is also eye-opening. I had no idea the Masons
did and do so much, and that this home has been a refuge of caring for so many
of St. Pete’s orphaned youth and now senior citizens! Even if one does not have
a person whom they call Mom, it is so comforting to know that inspiring organizations like the Masonic Home of Florida exist to care for those who need it most.
Happy spring and hug a mother!
P.S. We are expanding our delivery area to the Crescent Lake/Crescent
Heights neighborhoods. Please welcome these neighbors to the NEJ fold!

Jen

OUR PEOPLE AND PETS: Our NEJ family is like your family.
We care deeply for our editorial and advertising team and
our writers. And, as seen by our People and Pets page in
every issue (thank you for ensuring that tradition continues,
Diana!), we love our fur-family as well. We extend a warm
hug to ad sales manager Susan Williams in honor of the
passing of Pistol Pete.... cattitude personified.
CORRECTION: In the Originals article in the April/May issue, we inadvertently
spelled Kathryn Sweatt’s name incorrectly. Our sincere apologies.
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Landscape with House and Ploughman (detail)
Vincent van Gogh

2917 Sunset Way
$6,000,000 | Web ID U7810611
Gunn-Swainston Group
727.421.7234

1248 Monterey Boulevard NE
$1,599,000 | Web ID U7801924
Sandy Waterbury
727.507.1788

237 6th Avenue NE
$1,245,000 | Web ID U7813064
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

1849 Bayou Grande NE
$2,500,000 | Web ID U7803117
Jessica Denig & Sandy Waterbury
813.713.1301

555 5th Avenue North #824
$2,395,000 | Web ID U7793876
Gunn-Swainston Group
727.421.7234

905 Symphony Beach Lane
$1,650,000 | Web ID U7809226
Asianna Harper & Sandy Waterbury
727.729.2585

128 Carlyle Drive
$1,630,000 | Web ID U7780190
Gunn-Swainston Group
727.688.8875

1339 Playmoor Drive
$1,199,000 | Web ID U7809827
Bradley Sadgeghpour & Gunn-Swainston Group

727.412.5743

180 Beach Drive NE #602
$2,595,000 | Web ID U7802059
Gunn-Swainston Group
727.688.8875

746 14th Avenue NE
$2,750,000 | Web ID U7810922
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

4801 Osprey Drive South #502
$535,000 | Web ID U7811260
Frank Fage
727.492.7817

747 4th Avenue North A-3
$490,000 | Web ID U7809640
Kelly Lee McFrederick
727.410.3605

20,000 associates | 880 offices worldwide | 70 countries and territories globally | 40 Premier Sotheby’s International Realty locations

ST. PETERSBURG | 727.898.6800
102 2nd Avenue NE, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701
Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. Property
information herein is derived from various sources including, but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate and neither suggests
nor infers that Premier Sotheby’s International Realty participated as either the listing or cooperating agent or broker in the sale or purchase of the properties depicted. *Landscape with House and Ploughman (detail) by
Vincent van Gogh used with permission.

Wall Street Journal and REAL Trends Top 500
$3.8 BILLION IN SALES VOLUME IN 2016

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED PARTNER
WITH A GLOBAL REACH
PREMIERSOTHEBYSREALTY.COM
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MEE T TH E WRIT E RS
We would like to sincerely thank and introduce our writers. The time and
talent they dedicate to writing about good people, good places, and good things
happening is what makes the Northeast Journal the quality publication that our
readers have come to expect and love.

Samantha Bond owns her own insurance business, and has
lived in St. Petersburg since 2014. From Maryland, she
relocated to Tampa, graduating from USF in 1988. Her children
attend FSU.

Rick Carson has lived in St. Pete since 2001, after a career
journey that took him from national Republican politics to the
innkeeper of a B&B – from the cesspools of Washington to
cleaning guestroom toilets (ask him if there is any difference).

Sara W. Hopkins is enjoying her fourth year in St. Petersburg.
She is a former literary agent and journalist and currently
works for a leading solution provider in business acumen and
strategic alignment for Fortune 500s and 1000s.

Lynn Lotkowictz retired from Florida Trend Magazine, lives
downtown with her husband Bill who is an entertainer, and
has one son, Jason, who lives in NYC with his wife, Lauren,
and son, Drake (4). Lynn’s passions are family, health & fitness,
and travel (Crete, Greece, Cuba, Chile, Madrid, and Dominican
Republic, Tanzania, Bhutan, Morocco, Hungary, and Poland).
Becky Malowany is a Tampa Bay native, Snell Isle resident,
freelance writer, and businesswoman. She earned her Master’s
Degree from the George Washington University and Bachelor’s
from FSU. Becky has a passion for travel, art, sports, animal
welfare, and the environment. [rlemmon123@gmail.com]
Will Michaels is retired as executive director of the History
Museum and has served as president of St. Petersburg
Preservation and vice president of the Dr. Carter G. Woodson
Museum of African American History. He is the author of The
Making of St. Petersburg. [wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com]
Janan Talafer A long-time Snell Isle resident, Janan Talafer
enjoys writing about people and places in St. Petersburg, her
adopted hometown. She loves swing dancing, blues music, and
gardening, even when the weeds threaten to overtake the yard.
[janantalafer@gmail.com]
Livia Zien moved to the area from Washington, DC in 2000.
She married, traveled, and changed careers from electrical
engineering to culinary arts to teaching math. Livia (who also
enjoys running and swimming) and her husband Greg love
life in the ONE with their two kitties.
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ONE ST. PETERSBURG

#1 Selling Condominium in Tampa Bay
100 1st Ave N (Preview at 330 Beach Dr.)
Pricing from the $600s to $4M
Offering 1,402 - 4,062 SF
onestpetersburg.com | 727.240.3840

THE SALVADOR

Artful & Innovative Living in the
Heart of Downtown
199 Dali Blvd
Starting in the $400s
thesalvador.com | 727.475.7451

CRESCENT LAKE CITY HOMES
Tranquility at your Doorstep
1839 5th Street N
Starting in the $599s
3 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 3,620 SF
CrescentLakeCityHomes.com 727.800.3448

VIRAGE BAYSHORE
Bayshore. Like Never Before.
3401 Bayshore Boulevard
Starting at $1M
Offering 2,413 - 6,796 SF
viragebayshore.com 813.336.3460

EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTIES. EXCEPTIONAL AGENTS.

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.
868 WATER HYACINTH COURT NE
Offered at $950,000
4 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 4,059 SF
Ali Bearnarth 727.560.4377

4400 45TH STREET S
Offered at $849,000
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 3,238 SF
Debbie Zito 727.865.8326

400 BEACH DRIVE NE #2505
Offered at $2,995,000
3 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 4,300 SF | Downtown Waterfront Condo View
Debbie Momberg & Lee Stratton 727.560.1571

955 39TH AVENUE N
Offered at $639,000
3 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 3,591 SF
Bonnie Strickland 813.417.0911

14997 IMPERIAL POINT DRIVE N
Offered at $525,000
5 Bed | 3 Bath | 3,542 SF
Isabel Caruso 727.772.3997

436 21ST AVENUE NE
Offered at $599,000
2 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 1,837 SF
Sharon Kantner 727.278.5866

2645 2ND AVENUE N
Offered at 449,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,827 SF
Lee Krueger 727.515.3137

234 24TH AVENUE N
Offered at $335,000
2 Bed | 1 Bath | 1,062 SF
Tia Hockensmith 727.422.6127

4201 49TH AVENUE S
Offered at $645,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,082 SF
Jacki Fabrizio 727.776.2976

620 PONCE DE LEON DRIVE
Offered at $1,075,000
4 Bed | 4 Bath | 4,414 SF | Tierra Verde
Daniel Reichard 727.771.3834

TAMPA | ST. PETERSBURG | CLEARWATER | BEACHES
TAMPA | ST. PETERSBURG | CLEARWATER
727.342.3800
| WWW.SMITHANDASSOCIATES.COM
1.855.580.3758
| WWW.SMITHANDASSOCIATES.COM

•
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Strickland Property Group
Changing the Image of Real Estate

00
$2

,4

00

,0

00
,0
00
,3
$3

614 Monterey Blvd NE

,0
$1

,6

28

,0
45
,9
$1

1814 1st St N

,0
$1

,3

25

,0
25
,4
$1

125 Maron St NE

2002 Carolina Cir NE

,0
99
$8

$8

$9

99

24

,0

,9

00

00

100 Beach Dr NE #601

00

$1

,4

49

,0

00

725 34th Ave NE

00

500 Brightwaters Blvd NE

00

$2

,3

49

,0

00

747 Brightwaters Blvd NE

00

700 Monterey Blvd NE

00

$5

,5

00

,0

00

A Few of Our New Featured Listings
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00
,0
75
$6

$7

$8

59

29

,0

,9

00

00

219 13th Ave N

1325 Snell Isle Blvd NE #510

1140 Eden Isle Blvd NE

Visit our Website & Instagram to View All of Our Listings
www.BonnieStrickland.com
@thestricklandpropertygroup
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Bonnie Strickland has sold more real estate than any
other real estate professional in Pinellas County
in the last 12 months.

Sold Listings for
First Quarter of 2017
960 Monterey Blvd NE

$2,300,000

4755 Overlook Dr NE

$885,000

$1,650,000

901 Rafael Blvd NE

$724,000

301 Bayview Dr NE

$2,264,000

2028 Illinois Ave NE

$1,360,000

615 11th Ave NE

$1,071,656

3435 Bayshore Blvd NE
148 Ricardo Way NE

$1,190,900

2021 Carolina Ave NE

$1,055,000

1382 Monterey Blvd NE

$995,000

1600 Brightwaters Blvd NE

$1,030,000

1218 Cordova Blvd NE

$986,000

310 8th Ave N

$985,000

1325 Snell Isle Blvd NE #902

$925,000

405 14th Ave NE
1835 5th St N

1438 Monticello Blvd N
515 34th Ave N

116 20th Ave NE

1840 Glen Lakes Blvd N
6388 68th Way N

$790,000
$599,000
$510,000
$415,000
$392,000
$359,000

$205,000

1330 Snell Isle Blvd NE #3

$150,000

4725 Cove Circle #105

$125,900

8095 65th Way N

$135,000

Pending Listings for
First Quarter of 2017
119 Bay Point Dr NE

$4,300,000

615 11th Ave NE (Quattro)

$1,149,900

255 6th Ave N

656 16th Ave NE
435 10th Ave NE
170 19th Ave N

$1,995,000
$795,000
$694,500

$515,000

*All values represent the last listed price

Call us 727-698-5708

100 Beach Drive NE Ste 102, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
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GOODNESS InDEED

Racing Greats Benefit Our City
$300,000

$281,100

$250,000
$200,000
$200,100
$150,000

$134,723
$69,723

$100,000
$6,400
$50,000
$0

$6,400

$19,723

$13,323

$50,000

$65,000

$65,377

$81,000

Long, graciously agreed to be the one-and-only professional driver. With just six
short weeks of planning, the fledgling event attracted 40 amateur drivers and
more importantly, raised a very respectable $6,400 for All Children’s Hospital.
Word spread, the committee grew, and in the second year a few big name
sponsors were recruited to support the event, explained Page. These included
Alegra Motorsports, Bert Smith Porsche, and Reeves Import Motorcars. In
attendance were 10 pros and 40 amateur drivers. The event benefitted the hospital
with a total of $13,400. Organizers were encouraged and vowed to continue to
Patrick and Sébastien
make it a bigger and better event with each successive year. The excitement was
contagious it seems, and more sponsors were willing to support the cause. In 2014,
Samantha Bond
Patrick Long agreed to lend his name to the event, increasing the star power to
n our great city, you don’t need to look very far to find great things being attract further support. More sponsors signed on, including Patron Spirits, Rally
done by great people. In fact, we have so many active do-good events that Gas Stations, and Dale Pelfrey Racing. The event scored a cool $50,000 on behalf
sometimes they are overlooked. One of the world’s auto-racing greats, of All Children’s, becoming their single largest third-party fundraiser. 2015
Sébastien Bourdais, lives in the Shore Acres area, and has quietly worked with brought increased sponsorships by Patron and Rally, as well as new sponsors Cardio
a growing group of volunteers to create an amazing charitable event which has Access and Porsche North America. Very importantly, Andersen RacePark
grown exponentially each year since beginning in 2012. Benefitting Johns became a major sponsor, instead of just the location of the race. When the dust
Hopkins All Children’s Hospital, the Kart 4 Kids Pro/Am Kart Race is an settled at the end of the day, $65,000 was raised for the hospital.
In 2016, Beall’s Department Stores and Tervis Tumblers provided some fabulous
awesomely unusual opportunity to race 12hp competition karts against internationally known professional race car drivers. Imagine the adrenaline drivers feel, gifts for the event participants. New sponsors, CSI Construction Services and
speeding down the track at nearly 50mph, competing alongside their favorite Parathyroid, were added, and despite a conflict of events in the racing world, a
total of 14 teams raced. The event scored another $65,000 for All Children’s
professional race car driver.
As with many ideas, the event got its start between two friends over a cup of Hospital. All told, the event delivered just over $200,000 in five short years.
In 2017, they made it even better. With both Sébastien Bourdais and Patrick
coffee several years ago. The basic idea was to celebrate the racing legacy of fallen
champion from St. Petersburg, Dan Wheldon, with an event that would benefit Long acting as event chairmen, the star power continued to expand. Patrick has
a cause near to his heart. The idea was hatched. Why not create an event where supported the event since its inception and deserves thanks and praise for his
professional drivers and amateurs can mix it up on the track while raising money commitment. It is worth noting that as part of his professional driving history,
for All Children’s Hospital? Of course, it just so happens that our city hosts the Patrick met Dan Wheldon when they were both aspiring race car drivers racing
perfect event for tapping some of the biggest names in racing, the St Petersburg karts in the late 1990s, and continued as friendly competitors until Dan’s deadly
accident in late 2011. In addition to the international driving stars, the official
Grand Prix.
One of those coffee-drinking dreamers is local businessman, professional racing committee consisted of two event co-chairs (not professional drivers), local Page
enthusiast, and Porsche Club of America member, Page Obenshain. Within Obenshain and fellow Porsche Club of America member Dave Bassett, as well as
moments of meeting Page, one is struck by his easy conversation and relaxed 17 more committee members. Unofficially, it takes an army to turn out an event
demeanor. For that first event on short notice in 2012, auto racing great, Patrick as special as this one. In conjunction with Grand Prix of St. Petersburg for the
first time, the event was held on March 8th and this time netted
$81,000 for All Children’s Hospital.
The race itself is a 75-lap enduro-race where a team of four
amateurs are paired with one or two professionals. The professional drivers start the race, the amateurs drive a minimum of
eight laps each, and the pros finish the race. To begin the race,
the professional drivers participate in a LeMans start, which is a
veritable footrace across the track by the professional drivers fully
suited and helmeted. Some non-racing types choose to donate
the amateur spot they sponsor, which would be a great windfall
for any frustrated minivan driving mom or cross-county commuter
who rarely shifts out of second gear. In addition to paying for an
amateur driver spot on a team, many opportunities for support
are available. Business supporters can purchase advertising in the
form of track signage, donate items for the auction, or write a
check. Having Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital here in
our community is part of what makes our neighborhood great.
The people who choose to support it are also great.
Page Obenshain resides on the northeast side of St. Petersburg
with his wife, Lee. Professionally, Page is in the yacht-brokerage
Standing: Jordan Taylor, Jan Heylen, RC Enerson, Scott Dixon, Kyle Masson, Ed Jones, Glen McGee, Tony
Kanaan, Spenser Pigot, Ethan Low, Nate Stacey, Trent Hindman, Daniel Morad. Not pictured: Ricky Taylor,
business as owner of St. Petersburg Yacht Sales & Service. Personally,
James French. Holding check: Dave Bassett, Sébastien Bourdais, Patrick Long, Page Obenshain
he loves to spend the day on the water with his grandkids.
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AROUND THE BLOCK

First Presbyterian Church
50th Anniversary –
Were you in the Processional?

O

n May 28, 1967, there was a grand
processional from the First Presbyterian
Church located at 3rd St and 4th Ave
North to their beautiful new sanctuary located
at 701 Beach Drive. FPC will honor and celebrate
this historic occasion at one service on May 28.
Let them know if you were part of that procession
50 years ago, or if you had family that participated,
by emailing Janice at JaniceGSharp@gmail.
com. FPC would like the 1967 participants to
join in the procession on May 28, 2017. They
promise it will be a much shorter procession this
time around.

Film Critic
Steve Persall
at Main Library
May 20

Love movies? Come
enjoy the wry humor of
Tampa Bay Times film
critic Steve Persall in the
St. Petersburg Main
Library auditorium on
May 20 from 2pm to
4pm.
As Times staff film critic since 1993, Persall is
Florida’s longest-tenured journalist on that beat.
He is a founding member of the Florida Film
Critics Circle, and his commentaries air on
Tampa Bay’s Eagle 107.3 and WWBA 820.
This program is sponsored by Friends of the
Main Library. The library is located at 3745 9th
Avenue N. Visit Friends of the St. Petersburg
Main Library on Facebook.

A D V E RT I S E
in the JOURNAL

Contact Susan at 727.259.3149 or
northeastjournal@gmail.com
for all your advertising needs.
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Preserving One Facet of St. Pete’s Cultural Heritage:
The Polish-American Society

T

Janan Talafer

ucked between the Coast Guard
Station on one side and the
Army Reserve Training Center
on the other, the Polish-American
Society of St. Petersburg is a throwback
to a different era. Monika Smolarczyk,
the club’s secretary, tells me that at one
time, Lithuanian, Ukrainian, Italian,
Hungarian, and Polish clubs were all
located within a few blocks of each
other on Beach Drive SE in St.
Petersburg’s charming and eclectic Old
Southeast neighborhood. That was
back in the 1950s and ’60s, when from
January through April, St. Petersburg
was a mecca for snowbirds escaping the
cold. The private social clubs offered
camaraderie, networking, music,
dancing, and great food. Each had
hundreds of members during the season.
Today, the Polish-American Society
is the only one left in this location, still Dancing the Polka in traditional red and white Polish colors

and New Year’s Eve, during a visit with
parents at the holidays. “One year, Don
was looking through the phone book for
a place where we could go dancing and
he found the Polish-American Society,”
says Alice. “We’re not Polish, but we
love dancing, especially the polka.”
After Don retired from Lockheed
Martin, the couple began spending
January through April in St. Petersburg
and the rest of the year in Maryland.
“When we’re here in St. Petersburg, the
club is the center of our lives,” says Don.
“When we’re back at our home in
Maryland, our focus is our grandchildren.” The couple, who have been
married 55 years, have four children and
15 grandchildren. Don is now in charge
of maintenance on the club building, as
well as member communications. Alice
is the main cook for the club’s regular
Sunday dinners which are held weekly
from 2pm to 3:30pm, followed by

Club members decked out in traditional Polish folk costumes

Monika Smolarczyk, left, with Don and Alice Kohler

going strong after 66 years. Club members are on a campaign to make sure it stays
open by reaching out to a younger, more diverse crowd. Although decades ago
most club members were Polish, today that is definitely not the case. “Everyone
is welcome,” says Monika, who is actually the only current member who was born
in Poland. She is the director of marketing at UPC Insurance in downtown St.
Petersburg.
“I had just moved into the Old Southeast neighborhood and looked across the
way to see a sign on one of the buildings that said Polish-American Society,” she
says. “It was Easter Sunday and I thought, ‘I just have to check this out.’”

dancing from 3pm to 6pm.

Mid-Week Stress Break
In mid-April, I stopped by the club for a visit on ‘Thirsty Thursdays,’ a new
weekly event club members started to raise awareness about the society and entice
new people to join. Frances Gatz and Roger Telschow, who live in the Old
Southeast, are in charge of the kitchen. Chuck Majewski mans the bar – the club
has a full liquor license and also offers Polish beer. “We were taking a walk one
night and saw the club and were surprised – we had no idea it was there,” says
Roger. “Frances was always trying to get me to go dancing, so we decided to give
it a try. The intimacy of this place is so rare in our world. I think people are hungry
for community and they will certainly find it here.”
Dancing is a big draw for club members. The club has an enormous floating
dance floor, second only to the St. Petersburg Coliseum. In fact, a few years ago,
in collaboration with the Coliseum, the Polish-American Society began offering
its own version of the Coliseum’s popular weekday ballroom tea dances. Dances
at the Polish-American club are on the second and fourth Wednesdays of the
month, and a bargain at $10, which includes the lesson.
Dancing is what attracted Alice and Don Kohler, who have a condo on North
Shore Blvd. in the old Northeast and a home in Maryland. They’ve been coming
to the club for over 30 years. At first, they just stopped by between Christmas
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St. Pete’s Version of Dyngus Day
My visit to the club was also a few days before Dyngus Day, one of the biggest
social events on the club’s calendar. Don and a few other members wore big red
and white buttons with a Happy Dyngus Day slogan on it. “Do you know what
that is?” Don asked. I had to confess that I’d never heard of it. “It’s the day when
everyone’s Polish,” he quipped.
Later, I Googled Dyngus Day and learned that it’s a big celebration to mark
the end of the Lenten season and all of its religious restrictions. It’s not that
dissimilar to St. Patrick’s Day or Fat Tuesday in New Orleans. According to
various internet sites, the tradition of Dyngus Day actually dates back to
pre-Christian practices, with the sprinkling of water as an ancient rite of spring
to symbolize purification, and the carrying of pussy willow branches – the first
buds to appear after winter’s end. Over the centuries, the celebration evolved
into a form of flirtation with the boys pouring water on girls and tapping them
with pussy willows.
St. Petersburg’s celebration is a little tame in comparison. No one throws
water and the pussy willows stay in their vases. But club members decorate the
hall in red and white, the official Polish national colors, and they host a
traditional Polish dinner with kielbasa, sauerkraut and pierogies, followed by
polka music and dancing with a live band.
The largest Dyngus Day celebration in the US takes place in Buffalo, New
York, but other big cities with sizeable Eastern European populations hold them,
too, like Chicago, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, and South Bend, Indiana. This year,
some 30,000 people attended a Dyngus Day parade and festival in Cleveland.
I’m not sure that would happen here, but who knows?
Learn more about the Polish-American Society at www.polishsociety.org or
stop by 1343 Beach Drive SE.
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It’s not just a house, it’s a home
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C U S T O M - M AD E
FURNITURE
OF ALL STYLES
WHERE ART AND ARCHITECTURE MEET

DINING ROO M T ABLES
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BUFFET S
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DESKS
ACCENT T ABLES
BAR CART S
BUILT-INS
FURNIT URE REPURPOSING
Plus: Specialty home décor and gifts
including mirrors, photo frames, trays,
butcher blocks, and more.

David Calvin, Craftsman | St. Petersburg
www.dcfurniturestudio.com | 314-605-1313

FELDMAN
& SON

BUILDERS AND REMODELERS

Providing quality home building and remodeling services
in the Tampa Bay area, since 1974.

727.409.3873

www.hefeldman.com
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5101 First Street, NE,St. Petersburg, FL 33703
727-522-2111 | www.shorerest.org/summer

Register Now at www.shorecrest.org/summer
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Travelogue: A Glimpse Into Volunteering in Cuba
Lynn Lotkowictz

I

n mid-January, I flew from Tampa to Havana on a trip that would introduce me
to a country which has been off-limits for me (and most Americans) for most
of my life. I participated in a one-week service program in Cuba with Global
Volunteers, a non-profit non-governmental organization based in Minneapolis.
Along with 19 other volunteers ages 30-78, I spent a week on various work
projects which included painting a fence at our base (The Cuba Council of
Churches), spending time with elders
at a senior care center, and working with
students studying English in an evening
program. Another team did crocheting
with a women’s group for part of the day.
Every afternoon, we had a few hours
of free time before working with students
practicing English for about two hours.
Later, we all met for dinner at various
locations suggested by our excellent
team leader, Stephanie. The trip was a
combination of helping our host
community, and a wonderful cultural
learning experience for a group of
Americans, most of whom had never
been to Cuba.

Living with the Locals

We stayed in Miramar, a residential
suburb of Havana near many of the city’s
foreign embassies. All 20 volunteers
stayed in guest houses within three or four blocks of each other. We were two
blocks from the water and near our base at the Council where we met each
morning around 9am.
The joy of staying in a suburb is that one has the opportunity to observe people
going to work and school, and regularly interact with the locals. Put simply, it is
a more authentic experience than staying in a hotel. We felt like a part of the
community, particularly since we were there to help in some small way.
We walked throughout the area every day and night. I never felt nervous, nor
did we see anything that looked questionable. The only danger I encountered
was the uneven sidewalks which, like many of the buildings, are in disrepair. Also,

in the evenings, many streets did not have lights, so we walked with caution and
used flashlights when necessary.

Getting Connected

There is very little internet on the island. Missing connectivity, we asked our
hosts about options. They told us there was an Internet Park about a twenty-minute
walk from my casa. There, they said, we could purchase a card from a mini-mart
or store, but we were told there are long lines and forms to fill out along with
passport information. The alternative
was to walk to a certain small park and
connect with a young gentleman and his
pals who our hosts said would sell us a
card for 5 cucs (approximately $5.00) for
one hour of internet. The card provides
a password and user name.
My three new Global Volunteer
friends and I decided to visit the park. It
was trashed with empty beer cans and
bottles, and many young people were on
their phones sitting on the ground.
There was a group of men standing
around who looked like they could
possibly be our connection.
We approached the young men and
they immediately offered each of us an
internet card. With our $5 purchase
complete, we took a photo together with
the sellers and then enjoyed the internet
for about 30 minutes. (We kept the card for another day’s use.) Mission accomplished. As we walked back to our work site, I wondered... would I even consider
walking up to a stranger in, let’s say, Central Park or Chicago and purchase an
off-the-grid card with the hope it worked? And then take a photo with them?
Probably not.

Music, Art, and Entertainment

If one chooses to stay the weekend, there is the option of adding on the
weekend package of people-to-people activities. Or, we could make our own
plans for the weekend. The Global Volunteers program includes a tour of the
Ernest Hemingway House, art galleries, Old Havana, and a morning lecture

G O O D TH IN G S HA P P EN ING
Act like a tourist for a day, and check out these local sightseeing, dining,
sports and cultural destinations right here near our neighborhood.

1

Sunken Gardens
The Sunken Gardens are four acres of
well-established botanical gardens,
located at 1825 4th Street North.

2

Jannus Landing
Jannus Live is an outdoor music
venue in Downtown St. Petersburg
Historic District. The courtyard
venue has hosted numerous concerts
for local and mainstream artists.

3

4

The Chihuly Collection at the Morean Arts Center
The Chihuly Collection is a stunning, permanent collection of worldrenowned artist Dale Chihuly’s unique artwork. This presentation is
unique as it is the first installation of Chihuly art in a building
designed specifically for that purpose. Designed so that the art and
architecture work together to create a visitor experience unlike any
other exhibition of Chihuly’s art. The Collection is marked at the
entrance by an iconic 20 foot sculpture created especially for the site.
The Collection includes Chihuly’s spectacular large-scale
installations such as Ruby Red Icicle Chandelier created specifically
for the Collection along with several popular series works including
Macchia, Ikebana, Niijima Floats, Persians and Tumbleweeds which
have thrilled audiences around the globe. Each space has been
designed individually to complement each installation producing
unique visual experiences.

Vinoy Park
Vinoy Park is an 11.6-acre park
located on the downtown waterfront.
Vinoy Park was named after the Vinoy
Park Hotel, which was originally
called the Vinoy Park when built in
1925 and sits adjacent to the park.

INSIDER TIP:

GREAT FISHING SPOT
SkyWay Fishing Pier
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Skyway Fishing Pier State Park
is a Florida State Park located
on the north and south sides of
the mouth of Tampa Bay.

“I’ve lived here 15 years and never tried that!”

CHECK OUT SOMETHING NEW
GREAT STUFF IN OUR OWN BACK YARD
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given by two local professionals who discuss history, education, and some politics.
All and all, it’s a great value which includes meals and accommodations.
My favorite weekend activity was the excellent-quality live music everywhere
day or night. Street entertainers, restaurants, bars, and coffee shops all have talented
solo or group performers. Artwork is plentiful and there is also a wide variety of
architecture including colonial, Spanish, Art Deco and contemporary.

Entrepreneurial Spirit

On two evenings, my students were a young couple in their early 20s. Allen
is an independent contractor at a tour company, and is eager to learn English so
he can better
communicate
with visitors. His
wife, Daniella,
takes care of the
home. She knows
some English and
is eager to help
him. We review
his tour prices,
look at what’s
included, and add
some language to
make the tours
more appealing.
We go over
phrases such as,
“Welcome to Havana, my name is Allen and I would love to show you my country.
What is your name?”
After some competitive analysis, we determine that he is competing with
guides who have the fancy old American cars that all the tourists seem to love.
Their hourly rate is $50 per hour. We work on an appropriate response. “Yes,
those old American cars are beautiful, however, instead of $50 per hour you
might want to consider my van at only $15 per hour.” He masters three or four
sentences that we work on intensely for two nights. They are sure to enhance
his business opportunities.
It’s a pleasure to see a 23-year-old, happily married entrepreneur with such
enthusiasm and eagerness to succeed. When we finished the second night, he
looked at me and said, “God Bless you and thank you.” I was beginning to see
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how individuals can make a small, but significant impact in a short time and,
more importantly, understand these very warm and welcoming people.
In addition to those like Allen, there are people who are operating and creating
small businesses out of their homes or garages, serving meals, coffee or beer, and
other small businesses like repair shops and such. Homeowners are renting out
rooms to visitors for additional income. This is all new and Cubans seem very
happy with new opportunities.
Yes, the streets, sidewalks, and many buildings are in disrepair and run down,
and there is much need for improved infrastructure, painting, plumbing, and
electrical. Litter
is an issue in some
neighborhoods.
For many, work is
hard to find and
salaries are low.
Supplies of every
kind are limited.
Many of the local
grocery store
shelves
are
sparsely stocked.

Looking
Ahead

The refreshing
thing is we could
sense the change
that is coming. In a lively conversation with one of our casa owners, she described
it like this: “It started like the snowball on top of the mountain, it’s rolling down,
and getting bigger and bigger, and you cannot stop it.”
Tourists from all over the world have been visiting Havana for years, and now
there are many American visitors. In Havana, we saw a cruise ship, red doubledecker tour buses, and souvenir shops. Colorful flora and fauna are everywhere,
and a walk along the Malecon – a walkway along the sea wall – is the perfect
place to people-watch.
The city of three million is bursting with activity and a colorful history.. It’s
old, it’s new, it’s Spanish, European, modern, young and fun! While I only saw a
small part of Cuba on this trip, I’m sure I’ll return again to visit Varadero, Santiago
de Cuba, Trinidad, and other places on this fascinating island.

Now Serving Old NE,
365 Days A Year
No Appointment Needed
Zero To Minimal Wait Times
Treatment For Common Cold To
Broken Bones & Everything In Between

Relax… Enjoy GENTLE general, cosmetic, and
implant dentistry with the best view in town!
Clay Alviani, DMD

BVDAStPete@BayViewDental.com

727.873.7446

In the Plaza Tower
111 2nd Ave NE, #1400
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Physicals: Sports, School, Yearly,
Employment, DOT, Pre-Op
IV Fluids, Xrays, EKG, Lab Services Onsite
Ages 3 Months And Above
B12 Shots, Testosterone Shots,
Flu Shots & More
School/Sports Physical Special $20

Medicare,
Blue Cross,
United, Aetna,
Cigna Optimum,
Freedom,
Wellcare,
Tricare, Avmed,
Humana*

75 Visit
For Self Pay
Patients
$

M-F 8AM-8PM
S-S 9AM-4PM

Now accepting new patients.
Most insurance plans accepted.
SmilePlan available to oﬀer huge savings!

59

$

New Patient Special!
* Includes
Exam, X-rays AND Cleaning
*Cannot be combined with insurance.
Oﬀer invalid with the presence of Periodontal Disease.

THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED
FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO
THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FOR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT. D0150,D0210,D0330,1110.
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120 2nd Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33701
(2nd Street & 2nd Ave South, Downtown)

727.851.9993

Faraz Pasha, MD

Board Certified Family Physician

Local Doctor Owned Small Business
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CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF COMMUNITY • • • 1911-2011
ST. PETE’S JEWEL ON TAMPA BAY
Rick Carson, editor

OLD
NORTHEAST
NEIGHBORLINESS

W

e want to share our neighbors’ thoughts about what it means to be neighborly
in The Historic Old Northeast. Won’t you join the conversation? Send your
thoughts (try for no more than 100 words or so) to nsnaeditor@aol.com.
Perhaps you’ve seen these signs scattered throughout the Old Northeast
– including three residences on one block in the neighborhood, which have
them displayed in their front yards. At a time of heightened sensitivity to the
issue of immigrants and refugees, this expression of neighborliness is one of
warm welcome.

about the neighborhood, become
involved, share ideas, learn about
events and dates of Porch Parties, and
provide feedback? Use social media and
‘Like’ and ‘Share’ our Facebook page
at www.facebook.com/honnaorg. We
want to hear from you!

Y

our Historic Old Northeast
Neighborhood Association
invites and encourages you to
stay connected and on top of programs,
events and other happenings in our
neighborhood. Want to learn more

nsnaeditor@aol.com

Ways To Stay Connected:

• Visit the HONNA website.
www.honna.org
• Become a member of HONNA.
You’ll receive periodic informative
email announcements.
www.honna.org/get-involved

Crime, Potholes,
Rowdies

T

and the

he quarterly meeting of the
neighborhood association on
March 20 was a tripleheader of
speakers with interesting news about
and of interest to the ONE. HONNA
was pleased to have St. Petersburg
Police Chief Anthony Holloway (photo at bottom) on hand, largely in response
to residents’ concerns about an uptick in burglaries from autos earlier in the year
(common thread: unlocked cars). He
reported that since he took office,
there’s been an increase in the
number of officers and staff on the
force, including staff addressing
nuisance cases such as those
involving drug dealing. Following
his very informative talk, Chief
Holloway conducted a Q & A session
where he took down pertinent
information and promised to follow
up on concerns that were presented to him by residents. He was clear in urging
residents to utilize: the emergency line 911; non-emergency 727-893-7780 (e.g.,
suspicious activity, illegal parking, noise ordinance violations, etc.); and tipline,
text messages to Tip411 (to report crimes and suspicious activity).

• Volunteer for a project, program or
event (such as Trunk or Treat, the
Candlelight Tour of Homes, Porch
Parties, Crime Watch). For more
info contact Nikki Taylor at
volunteers@honna.org.
• Follow HONNA on Facebook.
www.facebook.com/honnaorg
• Follow HONNA on Twitter and
Instagram. There are two ways you
can engage on both Twitter and
Instagram: @honnastpete (Twitter/
Instagram) or tie everything
together at #honnastpete. For

instance, if you take a photo or
write a tweet regarding HONNA,
you can bring it to HONNA’s
attention by using the hashtag
#honnastpete.
• Join NextDoorOldNortheast. This
is a private social network just for
residents of our neighborhood.
HONNA is not affiliated with
Nextdoor.com, and the views
expressed by members are their
personal views and do not always
reflect views of the association.
www.nextdoor.com

Staff from the Mayor’s Action Center shared how SeeClickFix works, enabling
residents to report problems and concerns, or make suggestions so they can be
directed to the proper City departments for resolution. Since being instituted a
few years ago, some 18,000 issues were reported in 2015, and it looks like the
number will hit 25,000 in 2017. Most reported issues involve codes, sanitation,
tree trimming, and traffic. Contact www.stpete.org/action-center.php or
727-893-7111.
Former mayor and Old NE resident Rick Baker (photo at left), now of the
Edwards Group, shared information about the City-wide referendum on May 2
involving improvements proposed by Rowdies owner Bill Edwards for Al Lange
Stadium as part of the
Rowdies’ bid to become a
Major League Soccer Club.

Speeding on 30th
Avenue and 1st Street
at the Roundabout

Residents on 30th Avenue
North (between 1st and 4th
Streets) are worried about
the number of speeding cars
on 30th, and reported this to
the City, which placed a
digital speed sign there as
part of a traffic study. A group
of these residents also met
with the HONNA board in March to share their concerns about 30th Avenue,
as well as speeding on 1st Street through the roundabout at 30th. As a result, the
City began a traffic study with a digital speed sign in early April placed just south
of the roundabout, and HONNA facilitated a meeting between the residents and
the City’s Neighborhood Transportation office at Westminster Church on Monday,
April 24, to discuss the problem and possible solutions.

News Flash! Scores of Residents Part with Valued Treasures

Another successful neighborhood-wide garage and yard sale event took place
in the ONE on a beautiful Saturday, March 25. Some 45 families ‘officially’
participated to be listed on HONNA’s handy online locator map – and many
others joined in – and had great success re-homing their treasures. Goodwill
Industries was on-site to collect any unsold treasures participants wished to donate
to good use – a wonderful collaboration and a win-win for all involved!
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Birth of St. Pete’s Newest
Local Historic District
Robin Reed, Chair of HONNA’s
Planning & Preservation Committee

T

he 700 Block of 18th Avenue NE
is one of the most charming in all
of the ONE. A wonderful variety
of architectural styles are represented,
all dating from 1920’s ‘Boom Time’ St.
Pete. Most of the families on the block
have owned their houses 15 or more
years, and they have developed a sense
of community which is often envied in
today’s fast-paced world.
Two long-time neighbors, Mary
Anne Boston and Elizabeth Skidmore,

seeing all the changes happening in the
ONE, wanted to “retain the unique and
endearing qualities” of their part of the
neighborhood so that future generations
could enjoy what they themselves value
so highly. They quickly discovered that
creating a local historic district would
be the best option and offer the most
protection. Significant changes to the
exterior of their houses would require
review by the City’s preservation staff,
but in exchange, homeowners could be
confident that proposed changes would
be in keeping with the established
context of the block.
Mary Anne and Elizabeth spoke to
their neighbors until they had a number
of homeowners who were intrigued
enough to attend a meeting with City
staff to learn more about the process. Not
everyone was immediately enamored
with having the City more involved
with their homes than is already the case
with zoning regulations. Dr. Britt Cobb
expressed his thoughts during the
discussions: “I, too, do not easily invite
more help from the local government or
potential limiting restrictions. But, at
least from my present perspective, the
historic designation appears the best
vehicle to protect our historic block and
its character from potential inappropriate development... this is always a
sensitive subject with a delicate balance
between all parties.”
A designation application was submitted and
ballots were mailed by the
City to all the owners on
the block. Two-thirds of
them returned positive
ballots (50+1 is the
minimum required), and
the process moved on to
the Community Planning

May/June 2017

Page 17

On the Calendar
Check www.honna.org for details on these and other upcoming events.

   • Monday, June 19: Neighborhood meeting, Westminster Church
   • Tuesday, July 4: 4th of July Children’s Parade, Coffee Pot Park
and Preservation Commission (CPPC).
At that hearing, block resident David
Novak expressed his concerns and
explained why he was supporting the
designation. “I’ve probably done a
personal 180 on this whole issue... I
was... opposed to a blanket historic
designation for the whole neighborhood, but after seeing some of the
development that has
taken place... we just
really need to do
something to preserve
the charm of the
neighborhood.”
The members of
CPPC unanimously
agreed with staff that
the application met
the cri teri a f or
designation. At the
March 16th City
Council meeting, two neighbors
opposed the designation but there were
many more who spoke passionately
about preserving the charm and
character of their street. The designation
was then passed unanimously by Council
members. With that final approval, the
City’s fourth local historic district came
into being, joining Granada Terrace,
Roser Park and Lang‘s Bungalow Court.
Since the designation of the 700
block, homeowners on several other
blocks have contacted me to learn
more about this process for their streets
and have met with City staff. If you
and your immediate neighbors want to
protect a specific, defined area where
you live, contact me (rlreed@
tampabay.rr.com) or Laura Duvecot
(Laura.Duvecot@stpete.org or
727-892-5451) for more information
about creating a local historic district.
Keep in mind that diversity of size and
style of houses is a plus when
considering designation.

Media Reporting on Escalating
Teardowns and Explosion of
Big Box McMansions

During April, the Tampa Bay Times
in two of its Friday ‘St. Pete Times’
sections reported on the increasing
number of teardowns taking place in the
ONE and Historic Kenwood, where
bungalows and traditional houses are

being replaced by out-of-scale
McMansions. On April 21, it ran an
editorial titled “Seek Balance Between
Growth, Character,” noting “...while
maximizing size and density boosts
developers’ profits, it does not serve the
greater community interest.”
TV station WFTS (channel 11) ran
a piece on its April 12 broadcast (which
was also posted online) about teardowns
in the ONE titled “Neighbors:
‘McMansions’ Squashing Historic
Charm in St. Pete.” Resident Melanie
Toppe is quoted, bemoaning that “We
bought here for the trees and the
ambiance, and it’s changing. Like it or
not, it’s changing.” The voice-over
observes, “Neighbors are in the fight of
their lives to preserve Old Northeast’s
historic charm.”
Coastal Living magazine recently
touted St. Pete as one of the 20 “best
places to live on the coast,” commenting
that the City is where “historic,
small-scale neighborhoods balance the
big-city pleasures... [where there is] a
quality-of-life layer that few other
sophisticated enclaves possess.”
Let the City and HONNA know
how you feel about the ONE in which
you wish to live.

Making a Good Impression

You may not be aware, but the 10
monuments and cornerstones (that
includes the ‘wishing wells’) throughout
the neighborhood that identify the
ONE are not the City’s to maintain – as
many of the landscaped medians
likewise are not. These landmarks
identifying the Historic Old Northeast
are the not-inexpensive responsibility
of your neighborhood association.
Periodically these need to be powerwashed and re-painted, and in mid-April
it was time for that to happen again.
HONNA was pleased that long-time
ONE neighbor Stuart Wray of Creative
Solutions had the low bid to do the job,
and on behalf of all ONE residents, we’re
grateful that the markers are once again
looking good. Another reason why your
membership dues are appreciated...

Easter Bunny Eggstravaganza

Upwards of a couple hundred tots
and kids along with parents and grandparents descended upon Coffee Pot
Park on Saturday morning, April 15,
for HONNA’s annual Easter Egg Hunt.
It took only minutes for the horde to
swoop up the thousands of plastic eggs
filled with non-candy treats, and it was
hard to figure out which generation was
having more fun. Cookies and cupcakes
were available to satisfy anyone’s sweet
tooth – and the leftover cookies were
taken to the members of our fire station
on 4th Street N, who were genuinely
grateful for them, as we are for their
service. Another fun event for the
neighborhood made possible thanks to
volunteer support and your dues as a
HONNA member.

“...we just really need to do something to preserve the charm of the neighborhood.”
David Novak, 18th Avenue NE resident
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PINEAPPLES RULE AND RESILIENCY continued from page 1

The day I met them, the boys were in good spirits.
We discussed school, their favorite subjects (Brent
enjoys writing, Aaron adores music, Preston loves
learning new words), and super heroes (Brent’s
favorite is Captain America; Aaron’s are Batman,
Captain America, the Flash, Superman, and Supergirl;
Preston’s are the Incredible Hulk and Spiderman).
We talked as we walked among the trees with blank
name plates waiting to be chosen for memorials.
While weaving between the trees and considering
each one carefully, they chatted about foods they like
(pizza, tacos) and don’t like (broccoli, spinach – but
let it be known that pineapples rule).
They shared stories of Preston’s bravery when he
faced the daunting challenge of a log plume ride at
Disney World and conquered his fears. Big brothers
Brent and Aaron looked on proudly as Preston told
me in his sweet, high voice, “I did it! I was brave.”
The boys listened well to their guardians for the
day, Eileen and Jim Bedinghaus, respite caregivers for
foster families in need of a break. They had been
caregivers filling in for Nicole for years, allowing them
time to build a strong relationship with the boys as
their ‘foster grandparents.’ They have a knack for
knowing when to provide the boys with advice,
guidance, and of course, well-timed snacks.
“I’m hungry,” Brent explained to me.
In true brotherly fashion, Aaron added, “He’s
always hungry.”
Brent smiled widely and shrugged, “It’s one of my
special features.”
Eileen knows these boys well after many years of
bonding. “We’ve loved these boys since day one. They
are easy to love. It’s so good to see them having fun
together. We always look forward to our time with
them. They’ve been through a lot, but they’re
resilient.”
These sun-kissed, freckled boys are indeed resilient,
and yet, at the end of the day of fun outside – running

across the park so fast it’s like flying, watching boats
soar past in a blur of motor hum and sea foam,
throwing themselves into an imaginative game of
commandeering a pirate ship with their trusted
comrades, their brothers – they’ll have to return to
reality. A reality in which they live in separate houses,
attend separate schools, and continue to nurture the
dream, the hope, that one day they’ll all be together
again for good – part of a forever family.
In the meantime, Brent immerses himself in school
and sports – football, basketball, baseball, and martial
arts. Aaron is more intuitive and artistic, favoring
music. According to Jim, when Aaron encounters a
piano, he creates chords and melodies curiously, not
plunking away at random. There’s an untapped talent
there waiting to blossom. Young Preston adorably
busies himself with keeping up with his big brothers,
joining their games and competitions with unlimited
enthusiasm.
To see them play together, to hear their laughter
ringing across the park, to experience the warm surge
of friendship they bestow upon any new acquaintance, joy radiating from their faces – one would never
guess the trials and deep disappointments they’ve
faced in their few years. But one thing is for sure – they
will always cherish the memory of Mommy Nicole.
Nicole left behind a legacy – not just as a
much-missed mother to these boys. She was also in
the foster care system in her youth, and upon aging
out of it, she was awarded custody of her younger twin
sisters (they were 11, she was 19). After that, she
raised them, put herself through school at USF,
completed a master’s degree in social work, created
ministry against domestic violence (the None Lost
Movement), and still found time to write a book. She
had a close relationship with Eileen and Jim, who
were planning to adopt her as an adult.
Eileen remembers the drive and determination
that never left Nicole, even during her illness.
“Hospice was complaining that she was so hard to

DESIGNED TO RELAX.
Aﬀordable. Convenient. Luxurious.

NOW OPEN!

Corner of 4th St N & 5th Ave N

$49

Intro Massage

727.823.3700 | MassageStudioSpa.com | Open 7 Days & Evenings
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Nicole and the boys

Jim and Eileen Bedinghaus with Brent, Aaron, and Preston

keep up with,” Eileen laughs, blinking back tears. “And I kept thinking – she’s
not slowing down for this – she’s living. She had so much will to fight.”
In the end, the boys chose a blossoming oleander tree, its magenta blooms
reaching out to the sun: a perfect representation of Nicole’s beautiful, generous
personality and accomplishments. Or in Aaron’s words, “It represents her loving
heart and helpfulness. We miss her.”
One day the boys will have a forever home and a loving, forever family. It’s
a dream and hope – and one day, a reality – that anyone who meets them will
cling to.
As the sister of three adopted brothers, I can personally attest to the miracle
of bringing children into a family through adoption. My brothers (all biological
brothers themselves) joined my family when I was 12 (they were 10, 8, and 6),
and to this day, I don’t hesitate to name them when asked about the best thing

that ever happened to me. Our family has been enriched by them, and I am proud
of them every day. I know that my life would be incomplete without them.
And while Brent, Aaron, and Preston are in need of a forever home and
adoptive family, there are many other ways to help them and the multitude of
other children in similar situations. Mentoring, Big-Brother/Big-Sister programs,
respite fostering, tutoring, and full-fledged fostering are all ways to become
involved, especially for men, as there are already many female volunteers and
these children need positive male role models as well.
For information on adoption, please reach out to Kailey Malone at kmalone@
eckerd.org, and to learn more about becoming a Foster parent, contact Laurallyn
Segur at lsegur@eckerd.org.

LCC Day School
Pre-K2 through 8th Grade

4400 Chancellor Street NE
St. Peters burg, FL 3370 3
7 2 7 - 5 2 2 - 8 3 31
w w w. l c c d ay s c h o o l . c o m
A c c r e d i t e d b y F KC a n d F C I S
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The Art of Dry Locks

H

Livia Zien

airdresser? Psychologist? Artist, actually. Albie Mulcahy
takes his craft to heart, quite literally. Shy about labels,
he has been referred to as a rock star of hairdressing and
a celebrity hairdresser – and justifiably so. Having lived a jet-set
lifestyle, he has worked in Los Angeles, London, Tokyo, Miami,
and New York City. His résumé includes working for Paul
Mitchell products, writing different education programs, giving
classes and shows, and traveling all around Southeast Asia. In
2004, after a 10-year stint in Manhattan, working through the
heartache of 9/11, the blackout in NYC, and the loss of friend
and mentor, world-renowned Manhattan hairstylist John Sahag,
Mulcahy explains, “There was so much tension. I moved here
to be quiet. I was traveling a lot then. I thought I could just be
here and chill.” But Mulcahy got bored quickly. News traveled
that he was in the area, and people started asking for haircuts.
One Sunday morning, he woke up to a line of seven ladies
waiting outside his home. At that point his girlfriend at the
time suggested that he open a salon.
Rewind a few decades: Not yet 21, Mulcahy got out of
Vietnam in 1971, worked various jobs, in a post office, department
stores, a knitting mill in Boston, trying to find himself. The
counselors at the Veterans Administration suggested that he
use the GI Bill to study a trade, but the plumbing and heating
trade schools did not interest him.
However, Warren Beatty, starring in the movie Shampoo as
George Roundy, changed his life. “He goes to work on a
motorcycle. He goes into work late... he has a wife, he has a
girlfriend, he fluffs hair. That’s it! That’s what I want!” So, he
went to school for hairdressing and fell in love with it. “I quickly
learned that what I saw in the movies was complete fantasy. You
have to work hard to achieve anything. But it was still amazing.”
Thirty-eight years later, he continues to find it amazing at VLVT
salon on Central Avenue in St Pete.
Mulcahy does not cut hair, he shapes it. Unlike conventional
hairstylists who wet a client’s hair before cutting, he uses a
technique called dry-cutting or dry-shaping. “Wet hair is like a
bad boyfriend – it lies to you right away. Water prevents hair
from moving,” he says. “Reality doesn’t set in until the hair starts
to dry.” He continues, “With a wet blunt precision haircut,
everything is perfect. Every hair on the head is meticulously cut,
perfectly. But not everybody’s head has the same shape. Their
growth patterns are not the same, so after about five or six weeks,
it’s not perfect anymore.” His method is artistic. “It’s a visual
thing. We develop a foundation on the inside, and work our
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way out. This creates a stronger shape. It lasts longer. It doesn’t grow out, it just
gets longer.” And, with Albie, there is also a large element of the psychological;
so much so that he studied two years of Freudian psychology. “Hair is an extension
of the human soul. The soul comes from within. When I chat with someone, I
try to get into their soul and get to know their personality.” Armed with another
analogy of the heart, he adds, “I treat them like I’m dating them for the first time.”
He entered the world of dry-cutting in a most unconventional manner as well.
After living in Miami for two years, out of the blue he received a phone call from
Sahag. “He asked me what I was doing that weekend. ‘There’s a plane ticket
waiting for you at Miami International. I need you to come to New York.’” So
Albie got onto a plane, flew to New York City where a car was waiting to take
him to Sahag’s place, and he was greeted by Sahag’s beautiful girlfriend. Sahag
himself was not there yet. “It was surreal. When John walked in, he looked like
a rock star. I had no idea why I was going up there. This is how he worked.”
They went to the salon the following morning. Albie remembers, “All I saw
were ten hairdressers, cutting dry hair. The work was incredible! I saw movie stars,
celebrities, interesting people from Wall Street to Hollywood. The work was
blowing me away. But it wasn’t right – it wasn’t technical.” The next day, Albie
was presented with a beautiful model and asked to cut her hair dry. Outwardly
confident, he admits, “I had no clue. I started working with it, and making a
bloody mess out of it. I tried to watch the other guys. After about two or three
hours, John asked me if I was ready for him to show me how it’s done.”
Working side-by-side every day for a month, Albie learned the technique of
shaping dry hair and was catapulted into the new industry. “What he basically
did was he humbled me. It was a big learning experience. He made me take all of
that confidence and arrogance away, and started building me up. After about a
year, I felt I had finally mastered it.” Albie continued working for Sahag, as the
education director for his new product line, performing on stage as a platform
artist, traveling the world, sharing his craft, and would continue to do so for more
than a decade.
Think of Albie as a commissioned artist. It takes him about 30 seconds to
imagine what can be done with a potential client’s hair. “What I look for is a
distribution of weight. When you cut wet hair, there is no distribution of weight.”
His approach is unique when he does a first-time consultation. “Not everybody
knows what they want, but they usually know what they don’t want. You don’t
know what is in a person’s mind. The only way they can show you is in a picture.
Then you discuss why you can or cannot accomplish that. It’s very psychological.
You almost have to be a psych major to be in this industry.”
Everything about Albie is colorful: from his bright
red jeans, ornate linen black shirt, stylish slicked-back
silver hair, to his musical voice and contagious

I don’t know where
I’m going from here
but I promise it won’t
be boring
- David Bowie
laughter. After years of working for Sahag, Albie asked him why he had offered
the artistic position to him. Albie explains, “‘Because of your name. Do you know
what your name Albert, means in Arabic? A man with a big heart.’ That’s the
spiritual part of him. ‘How can I not hire a man with a big heart?’” Sahag was
born in Lebanon, creatively artistic, and spiritual with Zen Buddhism. “‘It’s in the
hands of the gods,’ he would say.”
For years, he was running the business, managing the salon, traveling for
educational shows, and still creating as a hairdresser. “It was affecting my creativity,”
he explains. He eventually sold it to a friend, Susan Williams, who was one of his
very first clients. “I built it, she bought it! I can still be creative now and not be
pressured with all the business stuff.” He continues, “Change is good. Without
change, boredom sets in, and that’s a negative thing.”
Albie is very active in the local community. His heart particularly goes out to
sick children and their families, women, and veterans. He recently participated
in a fundraising event for an LGBTQ homeless youth project at the Palladium.
“I see a lot of growth here. I love it here. There is beauty everywhere. Take a walk.
Look at the fish. Hear the birds. In St. Pete, you should never get bored because
there is always an artist on the street painting. That’s how I clear my head.” An
avid fan and collector of original Beatles memorabilia, Albie also listens to The
Beatles, David Bowie, and mid-70’s punk rock for inspiration.
He says he tries to reinvent himself every decade. He has been working as a
hairdresser for 38 years all over the globe. Now, his daughter, Veronica, has now
decided to follow in his footsteps. “Before I was young and stupid. Today I am
older and wiser.” St. Petersburg is fortunate that he decided to reinvent himself
here and share his art in this new place he calls home.

NEJ May Jun 2017 170503a.indd 21

5/3/17 4:55 PM

Page 22

BRICK STREET FARMS continued from pg. 1

and out stepped one of Brick Street
Farm’s newest team members. While
we were sweating and the local temperatures were hovering in the mid-80s,
the employee was bundled up in a
winter jacket and cap. “It’s 63 degrees
in there, the perfect temperature for
the plants,” says Brad.
Shannon refers to each container as
its own self-contained farm. Each has
its own air-conditioning unit, propane
tank for giving the plants a steady dose
of CO2, and fans for adding a lightly
blowing wind to keep the air moving.
Vertical metal towers on each side of
the container are where the plants
grow. Each tower has its own strip of red
and blue LED lights – these are the only
colors in the spectrum that plants use,
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says Shannon. Standing inside looking
at the operation, it feels a little like a
sci-fi movie as the red and blue lights
together cast a slightly eerie pink glow.
“This is a very high-oxygen
environment,” says Shannon. It’s also
a very high-tech environment.
Everything is controlled via an app
on Shannon’s smartphone or laptop.
It’s a creative, out-of-the-box idea –
but not too surprising, given the
couple’s background in engineering
and software technology. Brad is a
software engineering specialist at
Duke Energy and Shannon was a
senior project manager there until a
few months ago when Brick Street
Farms began to take off and she
needed to devote more time to the
growing business.

NORTHEAST JOURNAL

The couple’s focus is primarily
commercial, but they do sell to the
public whatever remaining produce is
available each week while supplies last.
You can sign up online for an email blast
alerting you to the week’s offering, which
recently included items like Toscano
kale, wild arugula, purple opal basil and
green basil mix and raw wildflower
honey from local beekeeper John Morse.
Local restaurants like Marchand’s
Bar & Grill at the Renaissance Vinoy,
Bella Brava’s, Rococo Steak House,
and Stillwater’s Tavern are just a few
of their regular clients. So far, the
Vinoy is their biggest fan. There’s
even a Brick Street Farms Salad on
the menu with red mustard greens,
pac choi, and heirloom skypos
butterhead orange lettuce. Many area
chefs are also partnering with the
couple to offer outdoor ‘pop-up’
dinners inside the farm property. A
big tent, tables, and twinkling lights
add a little glamour.
Shannon calls St. Petersburg a ‘food
desert,’ a USDA description that refers
to a lack of fresh, healthy, locally grown
produce. She and Brad hope to change
that. “We’re filling a demand,” says
Shannon. So far, they’re growing about
10 varieties of heirloom lettuces and
other greens from non-GMO seeds that
they purchase from specialty growers
like Johnny’s Selected Seeds and Baker
Creek Heirloom Seeds. More recently,
they’ve added microgreens, the tiny
immature greens that are harvested
when they’re about two-inches tall and
extremely flavorful.
Besides their unique produce,
Shannon and Brad are committed to
green, sustainable living. “We use no
chemicals and there is no run-off... in
fact, nothing detrimental at all to the
land or the city,” says Shannon. “We use
less than 10 gallons of water per day per
container and recycle all of it. Our
energy usage is about one-tenth of the
usage of a traditional farm with our
yield.” Their yield is sizeable. They can
grow two acres of produce per month per
container, and year-round since there
are no growing seasons to worry about.
The couple has big plans for the
future. They hope to add more containers
for growing an expanded crop of produce,
a permanent covered event space for
private parties, and even a chef’s kitchen,
to be designed from a converted shipping
container. Above the event space would
be an apartment, which would become
their permanent residence. They
currently live in Crescent Heights, but
like the idea of urban living in the heart
of downtown.
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A R O U N D TH E B L O CK
May is made for Movies!
St. Petersburg Preservation’s May
Movies in the Park

Agency, AARP of Tampa Bay, and Johns Hopkins
All Children’s Hospital. Movies are co-sponsored
by the City of St. Petersburg.
May 4: Charade (1963) – Enjoy a night on
the waterfront with Audrey Hepburn and Cary
Grant starring in a classic filled with suspense and
romance. You’ll be sorry if you miss this one! The
movie has it all: Hepburn’s character falling in love
in Paris, a mystery, an Oscar-nominated title song,
and the perfect supporting cast. Thanks to sponsor
Iberia Bank. Music: Rayzilla’s Hippie Slayers.
May 11: Princess Bride (1987) rated PG – A
favorite for all ages with a magical mix of romance,
fantasy, action, and comedy. Thanks to sponsors
Coastal Properties Group International and Shiny
Happy Smiles. Music: Mezzu’ Mare.
May 18: Footloose (1984) rated PG – With
Kevin Bacon and Lori Swinger. A sound track with
’80s hit songs that will have you singing and
dancing! Thanks to sponsor Euphoria Salon &
Day Spa. Music: The Joe Milligan Project.
May 25: Top Gun (1986) rated PG – With
Tom Cruise in this action-packed film that won an
Oscar for best original song. Thanks to sponsors
The Tavern at Bayboro, and Hampton Inn & Suites
Downtown St. Petersburg. Music: Funk Shui.
St. Petersburg Preservation (SPP) is a non-profit
and charitable 501(c)3 organization working to
help keep St. Petersburg special. To learn more
about other St Petersburg Preservation events and
the group’s historic walking tours, call 727-8247802, email info@stpetepreservation.org or visit
www.stpetepreservation.org.

B

ring family and friends to enjoy FREE film
classics and music each Thursday evening in
May on St. Petersburg’s beautiful downtown
waterfront in North Straub Park at 400 Bayshore
Drive NE. The movies and music events are
produced by St. Petersburg Preservation. The fun
begins with music at 7pm, and movies start ‘at dark’
in the park, located on Beach Drive and between
4th and 5th Avenues NE.
As a bonus, Movies at Midtown will also be shown
on Thursday, April 27 in the gardens of the Dr.
Carter G. Woodson African American Museum at
2240 9th Avenue S.
Movies are free; pay-what-you-can donations
are appreciated. May marks the eighth season for
Movies in the Park, an event many refer to as ‘the
best little event in the waterfront parks!’
Movie goers are welcome to come early to listen
to the music and to enjoy the beautiful evening
with a picnic. Purchase food and drink from some
of the St. Petersburg’s best vendors set up in the
park, or by bring your own food. Bringing a blanket
or low seat to sit on is recommended. There will be
a limited number of folding chairs available. A great
way to get to Movies in the Park is by bicycle.
Secure on-site bicycle valet parking will be
available, thanks to Coast Bike Share.
St. Petersburg Preservation thanks their
generous community sponsors, including Oscar
level sponsors Sylvia P. Rusche State Farm Insurance

DISCOVER THE COASTAL DIFFERENCE
Featured SIMMS Team listings in the Old Northeast and nearby neighborhoods:

Cloister Condo - Beach Drive with Water View - Contract Pending
3 Bedrooms + Den/TV Room | 2-1/2 Baths | 2,600 sq ft | Great Room design
2 Garage Spaces | Community Pool & Amenities | $1,299,00
www.CloisterCondo.com

Timeless Elegance on Beach Drive
3 Bedrooms | 2-1/2 Baths | 3,040 sq ft | Outstanding Kitchen
Remodeled in 2015 | 2 Car Detached Garage | $1,090,000
www.BeachDriveStPete.com
THE

SIMMS
TEAM
Old Northeast Front Porch Charm - Contract Pending
3 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 1,931 sq ft | First Floor Master Bedroom
Fenced Rear Yard | 2 Car Garage with Alley Access | $525,000
www.OldNortheastHomeForSale.com

Townview Condos - For Lease / Sale
2 Bedrooms | 1-1/2 and 2 Baths
Community Pool | Awesome location
www.DowntownCondos.com

Our family team is committed to providing outstanding service, market knowledge,
negotiation skills and discretion to our clients. Contact us today to learn more.

238 Beach Drive NE | St. Petersburg, FL 33701
www.SimmsTeam.com | 727.898.2582
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Abbey and Charlotte Pugh from Northeast St. Pete
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Cassidy and Kevin Craft of Snell Isle with Pete the Pelican

Danielle, James, and Peyton Flynn from Snell Isle

Rebecca Malowany

SIPOA Annual Easter Egg Hunt

Hanley, Sawyer, Goldie & Christen Crum from Snell Isle

On Thursday, April 13th, over 100 neighbors,
moms, dads, and children gathered for the Snell Isle
Property Owners Association’s Annual Easter Egg
Hunt. The event was held at the St. Petersburg
Woman’s Club on Snell Isle. This year the Easter
Bunny was the master of ceremonies and even the
Tampa Bay Rowdies mascot, Pete the Pelican attended!
Sweet treats and fun treasures encased in multicolored eggs were hidden throughout the Woman’s
Club property by volunteer bunnies. Children dressed
in their Easter best, carried colorful baskets, and
searched the grounds (with help from moms and dads)
in the hopes of finding hidden eggs.
The SIPOA Easter Egg Hunt drew families from
the neighborhoods of Snell Isle, the Old Northeast,
and Euclid-St. Pauls. SIPOA board members and
volunteers once again made this year’s event a huge
success. Everyone who attended the Easter Egg Hunt
is grateful to SIPOA for putting on such a fun and
family friendly event!

Kate and Hannah Reuter from Snell Isle

Fashion Event on June 17th at St.
Petersburg Woman’s Club

Rosie and Drew Cafarelli with Ava Grace from Snell Isle

St. Petersburg Woman’s Club
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On Saturday, June 17th, from 11am to 3pm, the
St. Petersburg Woman’s Club will host a Tropical
Celebration luncheon and fashion event at the
Club’s headquarters located at 40 Snell Isle Blvd. NE.
The luncheon will include a wine bar and feature
fitness, beach wear, cruise-and-travel wear, and bridal
fashions from a plethora of local boutiques. There
will be drawings for opportunity baskets and a silent
auction. Reservations are required and tickets are a
$35 per person as a donation. All proceeds from the
event will benefit the Historical Building Restoration
Fund. To reserve your tickets, please call Roseanna
Costa at 727-520-0286 or email Co55starr@aol.com.
Don’t miss it!
The St. Petersburg Woman’s Club belongs to the
worldwide General Federation of Women’s Clubs. The
Club has been active in the community since 1913 and
provides hands-on volunteer work on many projects
and activities. Their beautiful waterfront clubhouse,
built in 1929, is a locally and nationally designated
historical property. Guests are welcome to all activities.
To receive more information on projects, activities,
meetings, and membership, please contact the Club at
727-822-4982, or visit their website at www.StPetersburgWomansClub.org.

Victoria and Christie Vetter from Snell Isle

St. Petersburg Woman’s Club
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2017-2018

A E S T H E T I C S

• Elementary and Middle School
• Integrated curriculum
• Collaborative work environment
• Fostering self-motivation, independence
and academic success
• Spanish Immersion

We Treat Skin,
Because We Know Skin

3200 58th Ave. S.

at Maximo Presbyterian Church

Call for Personalized Tour

License #C084323

alegriamontessori.com

866-1901

Alegria Montessori School welcomes students without regard to race, color, religion, national or ethnic origin, or economic or social class.

Looking to Create a Financial Plan?
We help simplify
complex financial matters
while managing risk
Scott Petrucci provides:
•

Customized fee-based planning with a relationship

• A uniquely handcrafted asset allocation model that captures all of

James Connors, MD, Medical Director
& Board Certified Dermatologist

your assets on a single page, quarterly with a personalized commentary
• A competitive money management fee structure
• Knowing that a professional is helping you
monitor your financial situation

Scott J. Petrucci, ChFC®
727.525.8484 spetrucci@pfginc.com

5999 Central Avenue, Suite 408 • St. Petersburg, FL 33710
Serving the Tampa Bay Area Since 1987
Registered Representative offering securities through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, member FINRA/SIPC.
Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity. Advisory Services and Financial Planning offered through Vicus Capital Inc.,
a Federally Registered Investment Advisor. Investments and Services available to residents of FL, GA, SC, NC, NJ, CA, MI, OH, VA, MO, IL, TN.

Jennifer Landy, MD,
Board Certified
Ophthalmologist

Jennifer Webster, PA-C,
Allison Kyle, ARNP,
Physician Assistant,
Nurse Practitioner,
Cosmetic Dermatology Cosmetic Dermatology

Our Services:
Laser Facial Rejuvenation
Permanent Laser Hair Reduction
Vein Treatments
Eyelid Rejuvenation (blepharoplasty)
SmartLipo™ (fat reduction)
Neuromodulators (Botox Cosmetic®)
Now Featuring TightSculpting
(laser body sculpting and skin tightening)

Next Generation Dermal Injectables
Advanced Skin Care products

Located in Downtown St. Petersburg
(St. Anthony’s Hospital Campus Suncoast Medical Clinic)

lumentampabay.com
(727) 824-8399
620 10th Street North, Suite 3A,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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HISTORY continued from page 1

that the school’s buildings cost at least $25,000 (about
$600,000 in today’s currency). We don’t know how much
of a hand, if any, Snell had in the actual design of the
school, but it was built in his favorite style, Mediterranean Revival. The school included arched verandahs
and windows, parapets, a massive interior open courtyard,
pergolas, an ornate fountain, an asymmetrical tower, and,
of course, the proverbial red tile roof. At one time, there
was also a separate residence on-site for the school’s
administrator. But, the school ran into financial difficulty
while under construction. H. Walter Fuller, major
shareholder of the city electric power plant and trolley
company, stepped in and bought the school.
The first principal was Maud Aiken who later established
the famed Open-Air School downtown. But, the Southland
school only operated for two years. It closed due to pre-World
War I economic conditions. Fuller then converted the
seminary to the Southland Hotel, advertised as the only
“Fire Proof Hotel in the City.” In 1918, Fuller’s enterprises
collapsed due to a downturn in the economy, and his assets Enjoying a meal in the spacious Masonic Home dining room overlooking Coffee Pot Bayou.
went into receivership, including the hotel. The property
was sold in 1919 to the Masonic Grand Lodge of Florida
for $70,000. The Grand Lodge reestablished the Southland
Hotel as the Masonic Home of Florida and began by serving
orphan children, and children whose parents were unable
to care for them, as well as the elderly.
The Masons, known as Free Masonry, is the world’s
oldest fraternal organization. Free Masonry promotes the
brotherhood of mankind and simply requires that
members believe in a supreme being. Some 14 US
presidents were Masons, including George Washington,
James Monroe, Andrew Jackson, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Harry S. Truman, and Gerald Ford. Free Masons promote
fellowship and do charitable work such as the Masonic
Home. Associated Masonic charitable organizations
include the Scottish Rites and the Grotto. Perhaps most
well-known are the Shriners, who own and operate 22
orthopedic hospitals, with one located in Tampa. Locally,
the Shriners, or Shrine Club, was organized in 1947.
Organized Free Masonry in St. Petersburg dates back to Entrance sign to Masonic Home with current modern-era complex in
Masonic Home your learned a range of
1894. The Selama Grotto in St. Petersburg dates to 1922, the background. But notice the Mediterranean Revival touches (arch
trades including printing. This publication
and it participated in such local events as the Festival of and towers with supporting knees) on the sign echoing the original
for St. Petersburg area Masonic Orders was
published by youth at the home.
the States Parade, Easter Sunrise Services, and the Southland Woman’s Seminary 1915 building.
March of Dimes.
Eloise Wilson was the daughter of Lillian Wilson who worked and resided at The boys and girls interacted well with the old folks and helped them on occasion.”
the Masonic Home for fifteen years, including the 1930s Great Depression. In a
In the beginning, children at the Masonic Home attended school downtown.
letter written in 2002, she recalled, “The Home provided a much-needed refuge But in 1927, Coffee Pot School – later to be named North Shore Elementary – was
for many children whose parents were living through very drastic financial times, opened to serve the children living at the Masonic Home. Coffee Pot School was
the Depression. It gave them a wonderful background for their future life. Many
located adjacent to the Home. Over the years, North Shore and the Masonic
trade skills were learned, which also made it possible for the Home to be almost
Home have enjoyed a mutually supportive partnership. Children from North
self-sufficient. There was a print shop, a mechanical shop, a woodworking shop,
Shore visited the residents of the Home providing social support, and the Home
a sewing class, and homemaking class, a dairy, a garden, and other trades, plus a
band department. Mr. Ed Heney was band master for a number of years. He was provided much-needed school supplies.
With the advent of Social Security, family foster care, and other governmenta strict disciplinarian and gave the band pupils a fine work ethic. There was tight
support
programs, the need for an institutional home for orphaned children
discipline throughout the Home. Many of the band members were recruited for
eventually
ended, and in 1958, the Masonic Home began to serve only elderly
the band at Florida Military Academy (now Stetson Law School), and some
members were given scholarships. My husband was one of those lucky ones. The Masons and their wives or widows. The original Mediterranean Revival building
Home band and the FMA band were called upon to entertain at the park continued to be used until 1988 when it was demolished and the present modern
downtown, as well as marching in parades like the Festival of the States Parade. structure built.

Greg Cahue
Handyman
Services,
Inc.

Offering “Old School Service!”
Honey-Do Lists
Odd Household Jobs
Reasonable Rates
Owner Operated

American Spirits
280 3rd St S

Crislip Arcade
645 Central Ave

Hollander Hotel
421 4th Ave N

Northstar Realty
216 Beach Dr NE

Old NE Tavern
718 2nd St N

Kahwa South
204 2nd Ave S

Rollin’ Oats

QUALITY
WORK

2842 9th St N

Sheps Market
2001 4th St N

GUARANTEED

Sotheby’s

102 2nd Ave NE

St. Pete Bakery
1961 4th St N

727-460-8609

gcahue1@tampabay.rr.com
NEJ May Jun 2017 170503a.indd 26

Owner is a University of South Florida Graduate
and an Air Force Veteran

Insured / References Available

Racquet Club
170 47th Ave N

UPS Store

200 2nd Ave S

VIEW ONLINE:
northeastjournal.org

Pick up your Northeast Journal
on the go! Or subscribe! Contact
distribution@northeastjournal.org
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Masonic Home youth participate in 1934 Christmas pageant. Courtesy of Masonic Homes of Florida

Currently, the Masonic Home of Florida is situated on 18 acres, where it
operates a senior living community offering assisted living and skilled care. The
mission of the Masonic Home is ‘To provide high-quality care and services in a
safe, secure, and loving residential community to Masons and their families while
preserving and honoring the values and traditions of Freemasonry.” The Home
offers Life Care (care for life) and private-pay options. The Home seeks to provide
residents with maximum autonomy to preserve self-reliance and healthy
self-esteem. When needed, comprehensive health care is offered, tapping the
knowledge and skills of physicians, therapists, dentists, psychologists, and many
other specialists. Family members are welcomed to play a vital role in the lives
of residents. Family and friends can join residents for activities, social gatherings,
and meals in a spacious dining room overlooking Coffee Pot Bayou. Also included
in the Home’s facilities are a gift shop, library, chapel, beauty salon, waterside
pavilion, and fishing pier, community kitchenettes, and lounges.
There are 102 assisted living and 85 skilled care beds. Residents contribute
what they are able and an endowment fund covers the remainder, often most of
the cost. There are between 75 and 80 full-time staff, many of whom have worked
for the Home for twenty years or more. Staff turnover is very low. Residents come
from St. Petersburg, other areas of Florida, and from other states. Persons having
a Masonic affiliation, or coming from a family where at least one member has a
Masonic affiliation, may be eligible for care. Throughout the years, the Masonic
Home has expanded eligibility to serve more people.
The property originally included a band shell where the ‘Masonic Band,’
composed of local volunteer musicians, gave monthly concerts. This tradition
continues, but now the care center’s boardroom is used. The concerts are open
to the public. In addition to providing quality care to its residents, the Masonic
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Home is also a good neighbor to the surrounding community.
Many residents who originally lived at the Home when it served children have
returned to live as adults. One child who lived at the Home was William F.
McQueen, founder of the Anderson-McQueen Family Tribute Center. William
McQueen died in 1987. The Center continues to be operated by his adult children,
and honors William McQueen’s legacy by ensuring quality funeral arrangements
for those Home residents unable to afford them.
The Masonic Home of Florida Team is led by Lisa Tsotsos, administrator, who
has been with the Home for over 20 years. Prior to becoming administrator, she
served as assistant administrator. Mrs. Tsotsos is a licensed Florida Nursing Home
administrator and a member of the Masonic Communities and Services Association.
“It is an honor to serve as the administrator of the Masonic Home of Florida. The
Grand Lodge of Florida’s mission – then and now – is to provide outstanding care
and service for the residents of the Home. Each day, the Grand Lodge’s leadership,
along with the Masonic Home team, work to ensure that members get the services
they need when they need them. This includes both current and future Residents.”
The Masonic Home is an outstanding example of St. Petersburg’s commitment
to providing quality care for seniors when needed. The year 2019 will be the St.
Petersburg Masonic Home’s centennial.
Sources: Rick Baker, Mangroves to Major League: A Timeline of St. Petersburg Florida History
(2000); The Evening Independent, March 15, 1917 and May 9, 1918; Walter P. Fuller, St.
Petersburg and Its People (1972); Karl H. Grismer, The Story of St. Petersburg (1948); Judy
Lowe Wells, C. Perry Snell: His Place in St. Petersburg, Florida History (2006); communications with Lisa Tsotos and Hardy Bryan. More information regarding the Masonic Home of
Florida may be obtained at masonichomefl.com. Will Michaels may be reached at wmichaels2222@
gmail.com or 727-420-9195.
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If it’s easy to blur the edges of all four sides of the photo, that would be nice to soften it a bit.
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LOCAL
YOUTH AND TEENS
Outstanding Male Athlete

Seventh Grader Competes
at Florida State Science &
Engineering Fair

At a recent city-wide high school
track meet Canterbury Senior, Iy’Rese
Scott was awarded Outstanding Male
Athlete of the entire meet for the
most points against 17 other schools.
Iy’Rese took:
• 1st place in Long Jump
• 1st place in 100m dash
• 1st place in 200m dash
Iy’Rese will attend Florida International University in Miami this fall and
hopes to compete with their track team.
Robby Burton (‘22)
with his award
winning science fair
project.
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National Merit Scholarship
International Studies
Trip to Cuba
Heather Lambie

When Canterbury Director of
International Studies Gina Donovan
decided to set up a student trip to Cuba,
her motivations were multifaceted
“The doors recently opened, and I
wanted Canterbury to experience
Cuba at a time when it’s still in its pure
form, unchanged by any other
influences. Six students ranging from
s
grades 5-11 went on the trip along with
ide
gu
ir
dinner with the
The students make
Donovan, Smith, and three parent
les
na
Vi
in
yed at
at the home they sta
chaperones. All had equally enlightening experiences.
The group was taken around Cuba
by two guides, Oscar and Mimi, who
were “adventure planners,” not official
government tour guides, which meant
they could speak freely about things,
including how they ended up being
“adventure planners.” They are not
allowed to be called tour guides,
because official tour guides can only
A view o
f the city’s
speak of the city, the people, and the
buildings
government in the most positive light.
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Canterbury Grade 7 student
Robby Burton (’22) was recently
honored as one of the top ten science
fair students in Pinellas County. For
this distinction, Robby was chosen
to represent Pinellas County at the
Florida State Science & Engineering
Fair in early April.
Robby’s project on the photosynthesis rates of Elodea canadensis
received a special award from the St.
Lucie Regional Science &
Engineering Fair. We are so proud of
Robby for advancing to the highest
level of competition for middle
school students!

Sara Springle, Clay DiGiorgio and
Max Kobernick have been named
National Merit Finalists by the
National Merit Scholarship
Corporation. The three students will
graduate from Shorecrest in May.

Florida State Fair
Youth Art Exhibit
7th grader Baylie Stover won top
honors in her age range in the Florida
State Fair Youth Art Exhibit, held
during the 2017 Florida State Fair.
Pictured here is Baylie with “Russell,”
her second place pastel.

Please submit your photos and stories about young people in our community.
Our youth is improving the world every day.
Let’s sing their praises. Contact editor@northeastjournal.org.
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E S C A P E THE HEAT...
EXPLORE THE
COOL GREENS OF
QUECHEE, VERMONT
REAL ESTATE
Carol Dewey Davidson of
Quechee Lakes Real Estate Center
Derek Cosentino of Masiello Group
Paul West of Quechee Associates

green mountains
green golf courses
green hillsides,
trails and
riverbanks

DINING/LODGING
The Parker House Inn and Restaurant
The Quechee Inn and Restaurant
Simon Pearce Glass Blowing Arts
and Restaurant
ACTIVITIES AND ATTRACTIONS
The Quechee Club
golf, tennis, swimming, dining and more
VINS: Vermont Institute of Natural Science
Quechee Gorge Village
Quechee Gorge Visitors Center
WOODSTOCK, HANOVER AND
SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES
Woodstock Chamber of Commerce
Hopkins Center for the Arts/
Hood Museum – Dartmouth College
Hartford Area Chamber of Commerce/
Downtown White River Junction
For more information,
contact Northeast Journal
publisher Jen MacMillen at
publisher@villagegreenpublishing.com.
She will happily help you
piece together a fabulous visit
to the cool greens of Vermont.
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MEE T Y O U R NE IG H B O R
To be considered for the Meet Your Neighbor page, contact editor@northeastjournal.org.

Julie
Johnston

Samantha
Bond

Jamie
Mayo

NEJ art direction
and graphic design

NEJ writer,
Beach Drive

Northeast Journal
distribution
manager

What is your favorite commercial?

It’s said that a 1941 Bulova commercial costing $9
spawned a $40 billion-a-year industry. After counting
16 ads in a row last night, I’m a little reticent to say
a favorite. I still like the Coke ad with Mean Joe
Green. Oh, and AT&T’s “Joey Called.” And Keep
America Beautiful’s “Crying Indian.” Substance!

What is your favorite commercial?

Mayhem guy from Allstate.
Using only one word, name something significant
about your life today.

What is your favorite commercial?

Purina commercials or anytime they show the
Clydesdales
Name a gadget you can’t live without?

Health

My PC. Need it work, therefore need it to live!

Best thing about living in this day and age:

Using only one word, name something significant
about your life today.

Others. (Family, friends, animals, that covers it all.)

Being able to look back and remember a simpler
time of my grandparents, while marveling at the
technologies developed during my lifetime.

Best thing about living in this day and age:

Favorite childhood book:

The access to knowledge and information

Grimm’s Fairy Tales

Favorite childhood book:

Using only one word, name something significant
about your life today.

Air conditioning. Deodorant. Transportation.
Communication. I’d never have made it in 1863.
Favorite childhood book:

Peaky Beaky, which I’m sure no one else read.
If today was your last day, who would you call or
want to see?

My dearest friends and family. And at the ‘next
stop’ I can’t wait to see Mum on the other side.

If your house was burning and all family and pets
were safe, what one thing would you grab?

One thing? A box. In it: computer (livelihood), art
(sentiment), Mom’s writing and heirlooms (love).
What is your idea of exercise?

RedWarriorNation.com, combining mind and body,
with a side of martial arts. It’s a great workout.
Best thing about living in St. Petersburg:

Since I don’t, it’s always so new and fresh and
exhilarating. I will live here one day.
What’s the best hidden ‘gem’ in St. Pete?

CASA’s thrift store. Alleys. Neighbors who care.
Who or what inspires you?

If today was your last day who would you call or
want to see?

My husband Tim, my children Matthew and
Natalie, both my parents and all four siblings!

Favor

Best thing about living in this day and age:  

Dr. Seuss

What is something funny that has happened to
you?  

When folks make fun of my ‘snort’

If your house was burning and all family and pets
were safe, what one thing would you grab?

If today was your last day, who would you call or
want to see?  

My kids’ box of memories containing projects they
made over years of school, including several
homemade Mother’s Day cards.

Every single one of my children

If your house was burning and all family and pets
were safe, what one thing would you grab?

What is your idea of exercise?

My kids’ baby pictures which are still on the wall

90 minutes every Wednesday to include a
mandatory 3 mile run on the treadmill.

What is your idea of exercise?  

Best thing about living in St. Petersburg:

Best thing about living in St. Petersburg:

The best thing to me is having so much to see and
do within walking distance.
Best hidden “gem” in St. Pete:

St. Petersburg Country Club
What or who inspires you?

Beach Body – yea baby!

We have an amazing town! So much to do,
without the huge town feel. Beautiful and
engaging.
What’s the best hidden ‘gem’ in St. Pete?

Jungle Prada

Creativity, collaboration, making something out of
nothing. Art, theatre, people.

I am inspired by seemingly ordinary people, with
average background or average intelligence, who
accomplish great things with true humility.

Who or what inspires you?

What’s your favorite restaurant in St. Pete?

What’s your favorite place to meet new people?

On the street, I sometimes talk to strangers.

Anywhere that involves food and maybe an adult
beverage.

What’s your favorite restaurant in St. Pete?

What’s your favorite restaurant in St. Pete?

So MANY to choose from, I’ll say The Lure on
Central Avenue. Special mention to Sushi, Inc.

What’s your favorite quote?

Fresco’s

What’s your favorite quote?

“Where is that yesterday that worried you so?”
What do you love most about living in this country?

Tolerance. Adventure. Entrepreneurship. Freedom.
Diversity. Opportunity. Choice. Beauty. Home.

Jesus, and the great close friends I have in my life
What’s your favorite place to meet new people?

Carrabba’s

What’s your favorite quote?

“Reach up and bring heaven down.”

What is your favorite movie?

From Eleanor Roosevelt, “No one can make you
feel inferior without your permission.”

If you were elected mayor of this city, what would
be your first improvement?

What is your first thought in the morning?

If you were elected mayor of this city, what would
be your first improvement?

What do you love most about living in this country?

Still... Forrest Gump.

How did I sleep though three alarms, but not the
good-morning meow?

Racial relations and low graduation rate

It is a complex issue to be sure, though we have to
solve our storm water and aging sewer system issues.

Freedom! Sorry for being corny.

What do you love most about living in this country?

Gosh, I just don’t know anymore!

Freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom
from oppression. Thank you Veterans!

What is your first thought in the morning?

I didn’t pay attention to politics until this year. I’m
a vibe person. By comparison, my fondness for
Obama as a human being grows stronger by the day.

What is your favorite movie?

What is the most encouraging word/statement you
can receive?

What is your first thought in the morning?

You are doing a good job.

What was/is your favorite age?

Where do I have to be and what do I have to wear?

Who is your favorite President of the United States?

What is the most encouraging word/statement you
can receive?

You matter.

Who is your favorite President of the United States?

My 30s because I found what I was good at. My
40s because I found what I love. My 50s because
the artist in me emerged in Brugges and remains a
solid companion.
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I love classic musicals, like Singing in the Rain.

What was/is your favorite age?

I’ll say 16 years old for the right to drive, without
all the responsibilities that begin with adulthood.

What is your favorite movie?

Good morning, Jesus!

Not sure... likely Carter.

What was/is your favorite age?

21/22
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More Health
Featured Old NE Listing
436 21st Avenue NE
TOP 1% OF REALTORS IN PINELLAS COUNTY

*

Sharon Kantner
Realtor® & Old NE Resident

Direct 727.278.5866
SKantner@SmithandAssociates.com
ThisOldNEhouse.com

Grocery
Produce
Café & Bakery
Wine Craft Beer Body Care Supplements
St. Pete
2842 Martin Luther King St. N.
(727) 821-6825

Specializing in Old Northeast,
Snell Isle and Downtown
*According to the MLS Pinellas County production reports for 2016.

South Tampa
1021 N. MacDill Ave.
(813) 873-7428

www.rollinoats.com
NEJ May Jun 2017 170503a.indd 31
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OUT AND ABOUT

stDTSP

#SeeYouAtTryst

727.821.4567

HALF-OFF BAR BITES!
Daily during 4-7pm happy hour!
dinetryst.com

fb.com/TrystDTSP #SeeYouAtTryst
(727) 821-4567 | 240 Beach Drive, St. Petersburg, FL
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TH E H E A RT G A L L ERY
The mission of the Heart Gallery of Pinellas & Pasco is to provide an emotionally safe way to connect children with families
through a traveling exhibit featuring the faces and stories of local foster children ready for adoption.
For more information, please visit www.heartgallerykids.org.

JANAY & JONTAE – AGES 10 & 11

H O NE S T I - AG E 17

Bubbly and bright, JANAY sees herself as a
lawyer someday. If Janay could change the world,
she’d stop people being hurt. She loves her math
and science classes as well as singing along with
Beyonce and the Frozen soundtrack. She enjoys
watching Girl Meets World in particular, but likes
to watch Disney XD and Nickelodeon shows in
her spare time. Her favorite animal is a zebra, but
she likes dogs and cats too.
JONTAE loves watching Bay News 9 and the
Photo courtesy of Bryan Kasm | Photographer
Cartoon Network. He loves math and wants to
become a mathematician when he grows up. When he’s not watching TV or doing homework, Jontae is
outside playing football with his sister or playing video games. Friendly and athletic, Jontae enjoys being
part of a team.
Janay and Jontae are looking for a parent who is able to roll with the punches and guide them in life as
they work to achieve their goals. YFA-48653

HONESTI has her sights
set on becoming a
marine biologist so she
can spend more time at
the beach. When she’s
not hanging out by the
water, Honesti likes
going to the mall. She
shows off her creative
side through her painting
Photo courtesy of Kelly Smith Creative
and drawing. When
asked to describe herself, Honesti said she was “bubbly, beautiful,
appreciative, positive, and helpful.” She loves pizza and will pass
on lasagna. Honesti’s ideal forever family would include a cat and
older siblings. DFL-104107491

For all your dining, banquets and catering needs
New Banquet
Room - Parties
up to 100

SPIRITS
FINE FOOD
WINE
300 Beach Drive NE • Downtown St. Petersburg
www.parkshoregrill.com • 727.896.WINE

TA PAS • E SP R E S S O • V I NO
One Dali Blvd St. Petersburg, FL 33701
(727) 823-3767 | thedali.org/visit/cafe-gala
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Relaxed
Coastal Cuisine
Indoor-Outdoor Dining

Banquets
& Private Parties

400 Beach Drive NE • Downtown St. Petersburg
400beachseafood.com • 727.896.2400

C OF F E E • C A F E • G I F T S • A RT
400 Beach Drive NE • Downtown St. Petersburg
400beachseafood.com • 727.896.2400

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER
Albert Whitted Airport, Second Floor
thehangarstpete.com • 727.823-7767

www.GoToSteves.com
DAY C RU I SE S & C OR P OR AT E C HA RT E R S
facebook.com/CATS-MEOW-Boat-Charter
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P EO P L E A N D P E TS
To submit photos or to be photographed, contact The Northeast Journal.
Email your HIGH RES digital photo to Diana Krause Geegan at dkghomes@gmail.com. Please include your name, address, phone number, and pet’s name.

Maureen Ruscher with Marley
Beach Drive NE

Renee Prine with Tyke
9th Ave NE

Sailor and Lance Marcin with Boo
9th Ave NE

Andrew Specter with McKenzie
Monterey Blvd NE
Nick Hildebrandt with Zoey
5th Ave NE

Jamie McKay with Maverick
Pompano Drive SE

Edward and Jill McGrath with Lucy and Sweet Pea
6th Ave NE

D o g Wa l k i n g &
Pe t s it t i n g
Ho u s e C h e c k+

!!
Go

aw

atb

.c o m

Let
’s

Amanda Miller with Indie
1st Street NE

©

S t. Pe te’s m o s t r e li a bl e!
We offer many services that relieve your
stress and take care of things when you’re
out. Whether it’s daily workday walks for
Fido or keeping an eye on the homestead in
your absence.

Debbie Conigliaro with Jasmine
1st Street N

Happy Summer
from VLVT Salon
–––––––––––
$
25 OFF any
color services
or $10 OFF
any haircut
–––––––––––
Book online

vlvtsalon.com
727.209.8588

–––––––––––
Downtown St. Pete

538 Central Ave

Learn more online, or call us any time.

aWal k Ar oun dT heBlo c k.c o m
NEJ May Jun 2017 170503a.indd 34

727 -483 -4554
5/3/17 4:57 PM

Spanish Palms, One Block Off Beach Drive
In the heart of Downtown St Petersburg awaits this
Mediterranean Design Boutique Townhome. Layout
features living, dining and kitchen boasting wood
floors, plantation shutters, black granite counters &
bar, & stainless appliances. One bedroom with full
bath on 1st level; Master suite on 2nd level. Climate
controlled storage room included.
$625,000

Tom Hallis
727-215-3156

Old Northeast – Granada Terrace
Meander along the historic brick street, just half
a block to Coffee Pot Bayou! Charming 2/2 pool
home with bright open floor plan. Wood floors in
bedrooms. Florida Room opens to a brick patio
and swimming pool. Two Car Detached Garage and
Carport with alley access. Personal putting green
included! Minutes from #DTSP.
$439,000

Robyn Guy-Danner
727-463-7353

Remodeled Bungalow Near Downtown
St. Petersburg
3/2 remodeled with all of today’s desired appointments: spacious and light floorplan, updated bathrooms, cook’s dream kitchen with espresso wood
cabinets, high quality granite countertops and a
stainless steel appliance package. French doors lead
from dining room to the wood deck. New roof in
2014 and new flooring throughout.

Lora Murphy
727-420-7682

$315,000

Magnolia Heights Pool Home
Splish splash in this centrally located red block
and brick home with solar heated pool and covered
14’x22’ patio. Large living room has original
hardwood floors and wood burning fireplace.
Updates include newer HVAC, windows and roof.
Alley access to the one car garage with additional
parking pad at the front of the home.
$239,000

We know great homes. And, we know how to sell them.
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Jim McConnell
727-439-0180

Good to Know
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JJ and the Z has a
passion to help eliminate
childhood Cancer
Get to Know

JJ and the Z

We Know Real Estate
Call 727-344-9191
Homes@JJandtheZ.com
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METRO
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

150 2nd Ave N, Ste 100

St. Petersburg, FL 33701
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156 14th Ave NE
Tudor Style POOL Home in Old Northeast.
5 Bedrooms with A First Floor Master Suite
with French doors. First Floor Guest Room
and Full Bath. Two Guest Rooms Upstairs
with 3rd Full Bath. Charm throughout with
Plantation Shutters, Hardwood Floors, Crown
Molding. An Updated Kitchen at the Rear
of the Home Overlooks the Outdoors. Paver
Patio Surrounds a Beautifully Landscaped
Pebble Tec Pool and Spa.
5 BR, 3 BA, 2,043 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $709,000

ld
So

506 16th Ave NE
Beautifully Renovated Old Northeast Home
with Guest Suite on Corner Lot. Formal
Living and Dining Room, Spacious Kitchen
With Pantry and Inside Utility Room.
Fully Updated Kitchen and Bathrooms,
Hardwood Floors, Plantation Shutters and
Vaulted Beamed Ceilings.
3 BR, 2 BA, 1,670 Sq Ft, 1 CG
Last Offered for $699,000
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p e d i aT r i c k i d s –
T o n y , k aT e ly n e , m i l l i e , c h l o e
To

www.JJandtheZ.com

446 13th Ave NE
Historic Old NE Craftsman Style Home
With Open Living Space. Large Updated
Kitchen with Expansive Granite Countertops,
Stainless Steel Appliances and Wine Cooler.
Grand Master Suite Featuring a Large Office
and Walk-In Closet. Private Tranquil Backyard
with Gazebo, Lush Landscaping, Trex
Decking and Paver Patio. Spacious Guest
Apartment With Kitchenette and Full Bath.
4 BR, 4 BA, 3,194 Sq Ft, 2 CG, Guest
Apartment
Offered for $925,000
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206 11th Ave NE
Traditional Old NE Home Modernized
For Today’s Living. Open Contemporary
Kitchen. Flexible Floorplan With 1st or
2nd Level Master Suite. An Additional
Informal Living Space on the Second Level.
Hardwood Floors, Wood-Burning Fireplace
and High Ceilings Oversized 1 Car Garage.
Quaint, Tropical Outdoor Patio.
4 BR, 3 BA, 2,310 Sq Ft, 1 CG
Offered for $685,000
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7436 14th St NE
Spacious Harbor Isle Waterfront Home with
a Spectacular View. Located on a Private
Cove Adjacent to Weedon Island. Unique
Triple Split Floor Plan with Two Separate
Living Spaces, Each with Fully Extendable
Sliding Glass Doors Opening Out to Extra
Large Screened Patio and Pool.
4 BR, 3 BA, 2,496 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Last Offered for $640,000

525 20th Ave NE
Stunning Mediterranean estate. 7-foot privacy
walls enclose a main house, guest house
and courtyard with Mediterranean style
pool. Soaring 14’ ceilings, original heart pine
floors, and an AlliKriste kitchen. Historic
preservation, original details and reclaimed
treasures throughout. Large Bedrooms and
remodeled bathrooms blend character with
modern style. Open concept guest house
with wood beams, barn door, kitchenette &
upgraded full bath. This is a must see home!
3 BR, 2.5 BA, 2,721 Sq Ft, Off Street Parking
Offered for $849,000
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1939 Hawaii Ave NE
Beautifully Updated Venetian Isles
Mediterranean Home With View of
Downtown St Pete. Expansive Master Suite
Encompasses Entire Second Floor. Large
Covered Patio With Pool and Spa. Private
Dock With Boat Lift. Many Upgrades.
3 BR, 3 BA, 2,854 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Last Offered for $1,034,710
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300 Beach Dr NE, #203
Parkshore Plaza Fully Remodeled and
Unique 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath Luxury Condo.
Extra Large Balcony. 24HR Concierge,
Heated Pool and Hot Tub, Bar-b-que,
Fireplace, Fitness with Steam Room,
Business Center, Entertainment Media
Room with Full Kitchen and More.
2BR, 2BA, 1,686 Sq Ft, 1 CG
Last Offered: $835,000
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