
The Vinoy Legacy
Part 1: The Restoration

Will Michaels

The historic Vinoy Park hotel was built by Aymer Vinoy Laughner in 1925. The architect was 
Henry Taylor, who also designed St. Mary’s Church, Comfort Station No. 1, the Jungle Hotel 
(now Admiral Farragut), the Jungle Prada, and the Florida Theater. The cost of construction 

was $3.5 million – at the time, 
the largest construction project 
in Florida history. The Vinoy 
was the largest and most 
luxurious of St. Petersburg’s 
boom-era hotels. 

According to historic hotel 
author Prudy Taylor Board, the 
Vinoy was sparked as the result 
of a wager made between 
Laughner and 1920’s golf 
champion Walter Hagen. At a 
party at Laughner’s house on 
Beach Drive near the present 
site of the Vinoy, Laughner bet 
Hagen that he could not hit golf 
balls off the top of Laughner’s 
watch without breaking the 
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Curtis Graham and crew in Nigeria, the country that currently produces the largest number of films in the world

Their Own  
Slice of Paradise 

Sara W. Hopkins

When local WTSP/CBS news anchor Dion Lim first 
arrived in town with her husband, Evan Panesis, she 
had found corporate housing in Tampa’s Hyde Park 

neighborhood. Unluckily for them, they moved in during 
Gasparilla weekend and experienced the revelry firsthand 
(perhaps more firsthand than even a news anchor would desire). 

A few months later, in search of a permanent residence, Dion 
and Evan began exploring neighborhoods on both sides of the 
Bay. When they discovered the Old Northeast, they were 
instantly hooked. 

“It’s exactly what we wanted in a neighborhood, and it’s the 
lifestyle we wanted,” Dion explains. “As soon as we moved in, 
we immediately bought bikes. We love the parks and waterfront 
and being so close to town.”

Evan chimes in, “Where we lived in Charlotte, the grocery 
store was 15 minutes away. This is definitely an improvement.” 

Though Dion may be a fresh face in Tampa Bay news, she has 
achieved an impressive career trajectory in broadcasting. She 
began in Boston, where she and Evan first met, and moved to 
news stations in Kansas City and Charlotte along the way. 

Dion was raised by very frugal parents and embraced the value 
of frugality early on in her career, as chronicled in her blog, Life 
During the Commercial Break. A strong work ethic, a healthy dose 
of humility, always staying grounded and focused, and embracing 
the joy of her work have all contributed to Dion’s success and 
her natural charm as a person. Her most recent promotion as an 
anchor for the 5pm, 6pm, and 11pm CBS Channel 10 News 
could not have come to a more deserving candidate. 

When she announced the news of her promotion on her 
Facebook fan page, she wrote: “When I was a little girl, my mom 
made me watch 20/20 and listen to NPR to learn proper English...
Cheers to a new chapter and adventure. It’s an honor to be here. 
Let’s do this.”

It’s quite an achievement for Dion: The Tampa Bay area is 
the largest news market in Florida. “It’s amazing,” Dion continues, 
“the people here are so wonderful, and working here is fantastic.” 

Though often misunderstood, Evan’s career has been incredibly 
successful as well. He has been playing poker for over 10 years, 

Evan Panesis and Dion Lim

Jenni Lockwood

St. Petersburg native and film director, 
Curtis Graham, is happy to return to his 
Eden Isle home following a grueling month 

of filming on location on Oloibiri Island in the 
Niger Delta. Oloibiri is the site of the first oil 
well drilled in Nigeria in 1956. Since that time, 
big oil has come to dominate the Nigerian 
economy. Curtis served as the director of 
photography for the movie, and helped to 

Curtis Graham 
on Location in Oloibiri, Nigeria

produce the film as part of a joint venture 
between Greyhouse Films, his St. Petersburg- 
based production company, and Right Angle 
Productions, a Canadian film production 
company. The film is set for release at the 2015 
Cannes Film Festival. Samantha Iwowo, a 
Nigerian living in the UK, wrote the screenplay. 
The movie is a narrative piece, explaining the 
changes brought to the residents of Olobiri 
by big oil: polluted waters, poisoned fish, 
infertile crop lands, political corruption and 

The Vinoy Park Hotel at its pre-WWII  zenith. This hand-colored postcard 
dated 1946 but showing the hotel as it was prior to World War II was sent 
by tourists from Maine. The Vinoy was completed in 1925. It was the 
largest and most luxurious of the 1920 boom-era hotels in the city.  

Michaels Family Collection
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OPEN HOUSE
Thursday

December 4 7 pm
or call for your private tour

PreK (3) – Grade 12

5101 First St. NE
St. Petersburg, FL 33703

727-456-7511   
www.CanYouBeMore.com

It Starts Here.It Starts Here.

In The Experiential School’s nurturing
environment, children safely begin
their journey to become confident 
and curious lifelong learners.



THE SALVADOR - 199 DALI  BLVD #503
Offered at $448,590

2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,354 SF 
The Salvador Sales Team 727.475.7451

5961 SEABIRD DRIVE S
Offered at $799,000

4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,784 SF 
Momberg/Stratton 727.432.8408

BLISS - 176 4TH AVENUE NE #602
Offered at $774,900

3 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 2,140 SF  
Newman/Allen 727.481.8032

8425 BAYSHORE DRIVE
Offered at $1,299,000

4 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 2,926 SF | Treasure Island 
Blake Drescher 727.502.7216

4545 DOLPHIN CAY LANE S
Offered at $1,199,000

5 Bed | 3/3 Bath | 4,078 SF 
Collette Richardson 727.224.6333

840 119TH AVENUE
Offered at $4,100,000

5 Bed | 5/1 Bath | 7,984 SF | Treasure Island
Frank Malowany 727.432.1176

WATER CLUB - 1325 SNELL ISLE #705
Offered at $679,970

2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,711 SF
Waters Club Sales Team 727.478.2060

466 CRAIG DRIVE
Offered at $1,300,000

4 Bed | 5/1 Bath | 5,247 SF | Tarpon Springs 
Gabbard/Knighton 727.533.5825

225 8TH AVENUE NE
Offered at $749,000

4 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 3,070 SF 
Snow/Przyborowski 727.422.3800

2226 COFFEE POT BLVD
Offered at $1,350,000

3 Bed | 3 Bath | 3,666 SF
Sharon Kantner 727.278.5866

555 5TH AVENUE NE #273
Offered at $899,900

3 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 2,023 SF 
Sarah Howe 727.774.1999

6216 PASADENA POINT BLVD S
Offered at $1,799,000

3 Bed | 5 Bath | 3,493 SF | Pasadena
Rebeccca Malowany 727.593.4699

 THE SAGE - 400 4TH STREET S #605
Offered at $385,200

2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,368 SF 
The Sage Sales Team 727.217.5323

“GLASS HOUSE” 175 1ST STREET S. PH3405
Offered at $2,599,000

3 Bed | 3/2 Bath | 4,177 SF 
Newman/Allen 727.481.8032

• • 1.855.580.3758 | WWW.SMITHANDASSOCIATES.COM 
 TAMPA | ST. PETERSBURG | CLEARWATER1.855.580.3758 | WWW.SMITHANDASSOCIATES.COM 

 TAMPA | ST. PETERSBURG | CLEARWATER

EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTIES. EXCEPTIONAL AGENTS.

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.



Page 4 November/December 2014 NORTHEAST JOURNAL

Northeast JourNal
is published bimonthly by
ASL Media, Inc., St. Petersburg FL
www.northeastjournal.org

ADVERTISING 
Susan Seta 
(727) 259-3149 
northeastjournal@gmail.com

EDITORIAL 
Jennifer MacMillen 
(802) 698-8184 
Publisher/Editorial Director 
publisher@northeastjournal.org

Susan Woods Alderson 
Managing Editor/Photographer 
Susie2wong@gmail.com

Julie L. Johnston, Copy Editor

ART DIRECTOR 
Julie L. Johnston, Ad Design/Layout 
JohnstonGraphicDesigner@gmail.com

DISTRIBUTION 
Jamie Mayo, Distribution/Subscription Mgr 
jamsmayo@tampabay.rr.com

WRITERS
Rick Carson
John Gee
Mary Hampton 
Sara W. Hopkins
Jenni Lockwood

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Susan Alderson 
Rick Carson

SPECIAL THANKS
Historic Old Northeast Neighborhood  
Association; Rick Carson, editor
Snell Isle Property Owners Association
Jamie Mayo, distribution

PRINTED BY
Chromatech Printing, St. Petersburg FL
Eco-friendly printing with soy ink on
post-consumer recycled paper

Will Michaels 
Betty Jean Miller 
Molly O’Hara
Cathy Weisberg

Brent Johnston

Guts and Determination
That’s what this issue is made of! Not only did this issue take a ton of guts 

and determination just to get it out the door, coincidentally, many of the 
articles herein are about our neighbors exhibiting those fine character traits!

We try to make our final product look inviting and look like it was a 
breeze to produce. Sometimes we get lucky and everything falls into 
place quite nicely. We have an abundance of nicely designed ads, we 
have photos that are of high enough quality to print, we have enough 
interesting and varied content to flow into place... When that happens, 
we are all so very happy and life is great!

When the flipside happens, true grit prevails.
Guts and determination is what built this business as we delivered the 

first issue in between feeder bands during Hurricane Frances. That is 
what continues to bring this paper to your door every other month! And, 
who has the guts and determination to walk for three days for hours on 
end making this special delivery? Please meet and greet Jamie Mayo, 
our distribution manager, and her crew. They are featured on page 36 
and deserve the attention you can give them. We had no idea the positive, 
community-building ripple effect it would have on both our delivery crew 
and our neighbors!

Guts and determination is clearly visible when you read about each of 
the subjects in our cover stories. Filmmaker Curtis Graham risked life and 
limb to create a documentary of a village in Africa overrun by the negative 
effects of Big Oil. The village elders shed tears of gratitude to finally have 
their story told.  

Despite its size, the Vinoy has been down and out on its luck at various 
points in its almost 90-year history. Read about its tale of guts and deter-
mination (and of those who kept it going) to remain the proud icon of St. 
Pete that it is today. Will Michaels does an outstanding job introducing 
the cast of characters that shaped the history of this magnificent building. 
There’s always a story behind every success!

To look at this smiling couple on our cover does not elicit images of 
guts and determination. Read their stories and be prepared to become 
inspired and to admire them for their... I won’t tell you more because I 
want you to be as surprised as I was about what each does for a living 
and about how they live their lives. Very inspiring!

It is time to bid you farewell and wish you all the guts and determination 
we will all need to happily sail through the holiday season and into the 
New Year.

Happy Holidays from the Northeast Journal Family!
Jen

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Find us at www.northeastjournal.org

The Northeast Journal is an independently owned publication. Copyright © 2014. All rights reserved.
No part of this paper may be reproduced without express written permission from the publisher.



12077 Gandy Blvd N #351
3 Bed, 2 Bath, 2013 sq ft $325,000
Gated Community, Updated End Unit

Valbona Dashi 727-642-4503

1303 N Riverhills Dr
Minutes from USF and Downtown Tampa

3 Bed, 3.5 Bath, 3263 sq ft $450,000
Chris Dixon 813-992-2620

Shore Acres: 5810 Bayou Grand Blvd NE
3 Bed, 2 Bath, just under 1800 sq ft

Open and Spacious $279,000
Kirby Bryan/Georgia Naruns 727-501-4881

Venetian Isles: 1915 Carolina Ave NE
Beautiful views of Downtown St. Pete

4 Bed, 2 Bath, 2168 sq ft, Pool $699,000
Kristen Naruns 727-656-6494

Snell Isle: 1023 Snell Isle Blvd NE 
4 Bed, 3.5 Bath, Spacious 2993 sq ft

Built in 2002, Pool  $775,000
Georgia Naruns/Kirby Bryan 727-488-3763

Peggy Naruns, Broker/Owner
727.528.7653

www.NorthstarRealty.com
Downtown: 216 Beach Dr NE

Northeast: 4627 Chancellor St NE

Real People You Can Trust for Your Real Estate Needs
We are part of the community, committed to forming relationships that last a lifetime

Venetian Isles: 2070 Carolina Ave NE
5 Bed, 4 Bath, 3829 sq ft $1,495,000

Breathtaking Open Water Views
Peggy Naruns 727-528-7653

Harshaw Lakes: 4126 8th Ave N
Stunning 3 Bed, 3 Bath, 2500+ sq ft

Custom Built in 2006  $317,500
Katie Naruns/Amelia Bayne 727-656-1597

Shore Acres: 4535 Indianapolis St NE
3 Bed, 2 Bath, Split floor plan

Wood floors, Large back yard $209,000
Kym Coyle 727-743-1004

Shore Acres: 4517 Indianapolis St NE
3 Bed, 1.5 Bath, 1170 sq ft $195,000

Many Updates, Large Backyard
Kristen Naruns 727-656-6494

Coffee Pot: 345 34th Ave NE
Renovated 3 Bed, 2 Bath, 1700 Sq ft
Covered Patio, Fenced Yard $259,000

Elizabeth Funk 727-463-6383

Tarpon Springs: 2790 Meadowview Court
Custom built 4 Bed, 4 Bath, 4564 sq ft

Acre of land w/pond $899,900
Christina Gultepe 727-741-9872

1011 N. Riverhills Drive
Minutes from USF and Downtown Tampa
5 Bed, 4.5 Bath, 6258 sq ft, $1,750,000

Chris Dixon 813-992-2620

OLD NE : 202 10th Ave NE
4 Bed, 3.5 Bath,  2274 sq ft

Corner Lot, 2 Car Garage w/apt $499,000
Kym Coyle 727-743-1004

Tropical Shores: 442 22nd Ave SE
4 Bed, 2.5 Bath, 3158 sq ft

Open Water $845,000
Elizabeth Funk 727-463-6383

Venetian Isles: 2005 Carolina Ave NE
4 Bed, 2 Bath, Pool  2184 sq ft $629,900

Split Floor Plan, Large Dock
Kristen Naruns 727-656-6494

Venetian Isles: 2008 Illinois Ave NE
4 Bed, 3 Bath, 2196 sq ft, $699,000

Updated Modern Kitchen, Pool
Caroline Saunders 727-433-7163

WATERFRONT

Old NE:  325 19th Ave NE $539,000
Charming 2 Bed, 1 Bath, Gorgeous Kitchen
In-Law Suite 1 Bed,1 Bath, Nice Backyard

Georgia Naruns/Kirby Bryan 727-488-3763

Patrician Point: 4050 13th Way NE 
4 Bed, 2.5 Bath, plus office, 2560 sq ft

Beautiful Pool & Outdoor Kitchen,  $649,000
Kirby Bryan/Georgia Naruns 727-501-4881

Lake Overlook Condos
4595 Chancellor Street NE

#223 1BD/1BA $57,500; #103 1BD/1BA $59,000
Will Bartholomew 727-647-4493

Bayway Isles II: 5354 62nd Ave S
5 Bed, 6.5 Bath 6843 sq ft
Open Water $2,850,000

Elizabeth Funk 727-463-6383

WATERFRONT

WATERFRONT

WATERFRONT

WATERFRONT

RIVERFRONT

WATERFRONT

WATERFRONT

WATERFRONT

1230 Bay Street NE
New Construction $1,800,000
4 Bed, 3.5 Bath, 3900+ sq ft

Katie Naruns & Amelia Bayne 727-528-7653

Signature Place: 175 1st St S #1105
Luxury Living 2 Bed, 2 Bath 1269 sq ft

Views of Tampa Bay, $589,000
Peggy Naruns 727-528-7653

Rivera Bay - 103 94th Ave NE
4 Bed, 3 Bath, 2315 sq ft $348,00
Open Floor Plan, Updated Kitchen

Amelia Bayne/Katie Naruns 813-390-5242

Land O Lakes - 17930 Souter Ln
4 Bed, 2.5 Bath, 2742 sq. ft.

3 Car Garage, Updated Kitchen,  $230,000
Christina Gultepe 727-741-9872



88 since 2013!

DEEP PROTECTED WATER

372’ OF WATER FRONTAGE

KIPPS COLONY LUXURY WATERFRONT

OPEN TAMPA BAY BEST BUY ON OPEN WATER

PENDING

ELEGANT WATERFRONT

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

PANORAMIC GULF VIEWS
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Yoga

John Gee

My wife wants me to take yoga 
classes, but I don’t want to. 
Admittedly, yoga has been 

around for thousands of years and it has 
been perfected and validated as an 
excellent pathway to mental and 
physical health. But I have a resistance 

to physical exercise that is probably due 
to being involved with too many 
youthful sports run by coaches with too 
many personality disorders. Now I am 
happy to call sitting in a hot tub and 
then walking to a coffee shop an 
exercise routine, and will let the rest of 
the world sweat its way to nirvana. The 
problem with all this reluctance is that 
there are so many yoga teachers in St. 
Pete that it is hard to ignore them, and 
now that yoga classes have crept up into 
our building, my wife has ramped up her 
husband-improvement campaign.

Do a Google Map search on yoga 
studios in our area and you will see that 
Pinellas County has more red dots than 
a middle schooler with measles, and 
they are offered in every type of venue. 
Yoga is offered in museums, bars, gyms, 
condo buildings, hospitals, marinas, 
golf courses, schools, parks, swimming 
pools, hotels, beaches, churches, 
synagogs, and, yes, even in yoga studios. 
Along with this tsunami of classes, 
there is an additional need to determine 
what type of yoga you want. There is 

Anusara, Ashtanga, Bikram, Hatha, 
Lyengar, Javamukti, Krypalu, and 
Kundalini. Added to this you have kid 
yoga, adult yoga, pet yoga, power yoga, 
hot yoga, pre/postnatal yoga, and for 
all I know, post-nasal-drip yoga. For a 
person who can’t even handle all the 
choices of peanut butter to buy, this is 
way too much decision making for me.

Once upon a time the thought of 
yoga rarely entered American’s minds 
and if it did, the default visions were 
bongo beating beatniks, swamis, or odd 
hippie Californians. Gradually the 
Jane Fonda fitness for eternal youth 
ethos took over, but the reality of 
blisters, blown knees, strained muscles, 
and watching Aaahnold devolve into 
whatever he is these days forced us to 
rethink what we were doing to our 
aging bodies. Soon, this Calvinistic 
no-pain/no-gain philosophy was turned 
on its head, and yoga gave fitness-
seeking Americans a gain-with-no-pain 
mantra that has evolved into a 
nationwide mania. And why shouldn’t 
it? Running, pumping, sweating and 

straining is okay it you are a twenty-
something looking for a six-pack to 
help attract a mate. But there comes a 
time in life when all you can expect 
from exercise is the ability just to bend 
over and tie your shoes, and this is 
where yoga comes in. 

My lack of yoga initiative may be 
caused by general laziness, or the fact 
that it seems more of a female thing. 
Women are just more flexible than 
men, and yoga does require some 
gruesome looking contortions that 
appear a bit over the top. Also the “new 
agey” aspect is disconcerting to some 
guys like me who prefer to keep any 
spiritual musings firmly inside. But this 
is just nit-picking. Yoga doesn’t require 
students to do anything that can injure 
or damage themselves, and there is 
nothing wrong with finding ways to 
relax, breath slowly, relieve some stress, 
and experience just a little personal 
peace. I hope my wife doesn’t read this 
because it sounds like I just talked 
myself into a yoga class. Oh well, 
Namaste.  n

JOURNAL ENTRY



BROKER PARTICIPATION WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED. ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS 
OF THE SELLER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THIS BROCHURE AND TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA 
STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A SELLER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. This project has been fi led in the state of Florida and no other state. This is not an offer to sell or solicitation 
of offers to buy the condominium units in states where such offer or solicitation cannot be made. Prices and availability are subject to change at any time without notice.

VISIT OUR SALES GALLERY TODAY!
Weekdays: 10am - 5pm  |  Weekends: 12pm - 5pm  |  1325 Snell Isle Boulevard NE  |  St. Petersburg, FL 33704

CALL 727-478-2060 | VISIT WWW.WATERCLUBLIVING.COM

DESIGNER 
MODELS

NOW OPEN
MOVE-IN READY

Only 5  VILLA RESIDENCES remain from the mid $400s 
Waterfront CONDOMINIUMS from the $500s

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SECURE YOUR RESIDENCE IN 
ST. PETERSBURG’S PREMIER WATERFRONT COMMUNITY 

Two Exquisite Models Designed By World-Renowned, Decorators Unlimited • Spectacular Views 
Villas O� er Private Courtyards and 2-car Garage • Private Clubhouse & Fitness Center

Waterfront Pool, Palazzo, Terraced Garden and Fire Pit • Boat Slips & Adjoining SPYC Marina • Moments to Vinoy Golf Club 
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We’ve gotten that first nip 
in the air! And it’s all 
we can do to get out of 

our air-conditioned caves. With 
all those September rains and 
warm October days, the flowers 
and greenery abound. The hues 
of nature make an eclectic 
backdrop for entertaining in our 
backyards.

Most of us have odd-shaped 
backyards thanks to the diversity 
of the neighborhood. And if you 
have a small backyard to boot, 
count your blessings. It’s less work 
in the summer and creates a 
better sense of intimacy with your 
guests. So those of you sandwiched 
between a back alley and your 
neighbor’s garage really have the 
best location. 

Just like you would clean your 
house for indoor entertaining, 
you should mow and clean your yard for outdoor 
entertaining. Grab a card table and throw a table-
cloth over it. Make sure the table is sturdy and won’t 
topple over when guests pull up a chair. 

Place a few candles along the outline of your 
outdoor space. If you have a bush or a small tree, 
throw a string of Christmas lights on it. Scatter chairs 
around the table and in set-apart seating areas.

Make sure you’ve got your music powered up. Old 
technology is sometimes the best technology, so pop 
a CD of classical music in your old boom box and set 
it to auto-repeat. The music should be discreet so 
that it doesn’t overwhelm the conversation, but it 
should also be audible so your guests won’t strain 

We’ll go with a wine next – 
one that will suit both 
carnivores and herbivores. 
The Scalabrone Bolgheri 
Rosato DOC is a well-balanced 
wine strong enough to counter-
balance the meaty flavors 
pepperoni and sausage infuse 
to the cheese. But, it’s soft 
enough not to overpower the 
fresh basil or artichoke hearts 
of a veggie pizza.

Wrap up the evening with 
the Chateau Ste. Michelle 
Brut Rosé sparkling wine and 
Oreo cookies! Oreos will keep 
your outdoor gathering fun 
and will be the delight of your 
guests. It’s not often that Oreos 
become the dessert of choice 
at a party. 

As you can see, backyard 
entertaining is not difficult. 

Nature offers the backdrop and you add the rest. n

The Northeast Lifestyle section would like to highlight the great 
kitchens of NE St. Pete. We are looking for four kitchen styles: 
open concept, closed concept, modern, and retro 1950s or older. 
The first kitchen to sign up in each category will be highlighted 
(it’s not a contest). Your kitchen will need to be photographed 
for the article. Interested? Contact cecelia@uncorkedwines.com.

Cecelia Messina is a Certified Sommelier and writer focusing 
on lifestyle topics. Through her travels she has experienced the 
wonders of food and wine and how these bring people together. 
Cecelia left Tampa for Old NE St. Pete when she got married 
and has never regretted it. Even with a well-worn passport, she 
knows there’s no place like St. Pete.

trying to figure out if it’s Mozart or Mambozart.
One normally plans a party by putting the menu 

together first. Even though we’ve worked backwards, 
the importance of what is served should not be dimin-
ished. Make it simple by offering finger-foods that 
are self-serve and don’t need silverware or even 
plates. Makes for easier after-party cleaning.

Start with a big chopping block filled with a 
variety of cheeses, charcuterie, and a Cointreau 
Rickey cocktail. Make a stop at Mazzaro’s for the 
imported cheeses and charcuterie (that’s fancy-talk 
for cured, smoked, or otherwise preserved meats). 

Next, plan on serving a variety of crowd-pleasing 

pizzas. Whether plain cheese or loaded with the 
kitchen sink, Gigi’s on 4th Street can set you up. Says 
manager Tim Gallivan, “It’s a pleasure to see our 
motto of ‘where friends meet to eat’ extended to our 
customers’ homes.”

With a variety of pizzas comes a variety of drink 
options. Serve cheese pizza, with a hoppy IPA which 
can stand up to the flavors and act as a palate cleanser 
to the distinct cheese flavors and earthiness of the 
sauce and herbs. The great thing about living in 
Northeast St. Pete is that we’re so close to any number 
of craft breweries. Pick up a couple of growlers from 
Green Bench, 3 Daughters or Cycle Brewing.

The Gathering
NORTHEAST LIVING

Neighbors enjoying a backyard gathering
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Peter 
Schorsch 

19th Avenue NE

Annette 
Baesel

Brevard Blvd. NE

Lauren 
Leavine 

19th Avenue NE

If you had your own talk show, who would be your 
first three guests?  
Ellen, Julia Roberts, Vince Vaughn

Favorite quote:
“Live simply, so others may simply live.”

If you were stranded on a deserted island with one 
book, what would it be? 
Harry Potter. I’d take the whole series.

You have to wear a t-shirt with one word on it for 
the rest of your life. Which word do you choose?  
Love

What Disney character would you be and why?  
Mulan. She’s the toughest princess.

Would you rather plan a party or attend one?  
I enjoy planning parties, but I would hate to plan a 
party I couldn’t attend.

Tell about a collection you have.
I suppose wine... I collect wine.

If you could erase one day in history, which would 
it be?  
I try hard to have no regrets, I’m sure as a nation 
we are who we are because of it, but I’d erase 
September 11th if I could.

What song most describes your life right now?  
I don’t know that it “describes my life” but 
Matisyahu’s One Day is a beautiful anthem that I 
resonate with.

What is your biggest fear or phobia? 
I strongly dislike flying on airplanes, but I love to 
travel.

What is your favorite smell?  
The smell of changing seasons, particularly Fall 
and Summer

If you were elected Mayor of this city, what would 
be your first improvement? 
I’d figure out a water system to transport people 
from Downtown St. Pete to Channelside 

What is your favorite restaurant?  
That’s terribly challenging.  Bella Brava, Casita 
Taquira, La V…

Downton Abbey, House of Cards or neither?  
Neither

What do you love most about living in this country?
Our freedom, the diversity among people, and as a 
result, so many incredible food options.

If you could have one super human power, what 
would it be?  
The ability to teleport. Then I wouldn’t have to fly 
on an airplane, and could travel around the world 
quickly. 

If you had your own talk show, who would be your 
first three guests?  
Melinda Gates, Joe Maddon, and Susan Sarandon

Your favorite unusual food combination is? 
Bacon dipped in chocolate (especially the version 
at the Plant City Strawberry Festival)

Favorite quote: 
“So many books, so little time.”

If you could be invisible for one day, where would 
you be? 
The International Space Station

If you were stranded on a deserted island with one 
book, what would it be? 
Ivan Doig’s This House of Sky

You have to wear a t-shirt with one word on it for 
the rest of your life. Which word do you choose?  
Dance

What Disney character would you be and why?  
Princess Fiona from Shrek. She was true to her 
heart and saw through outward appearances to a 
person’s true nature. 

Would you rather plan a party or attend one?  
Attend

Tell about a collection you have. 
Rubber ducks, Tampa Bay Rays bobbleheads, and 
other memorabilia. 

What is your first thought in the morning?  
Coffee

If you could erase one day in history, which would 
it be?  
The day my dad died

What song most describes your life right now?  
Pharell Williams’ Happy

What is your biggest fear or phobia? 
Heights

What is your favorite smell?  
Wood smoke from a campfire. A close runner-up is 
apple pie.

If you were elected Mayor of this city, what would 
be your first improvement? 
Build a new pier

What is your favorite restaurant?  
Annata’s 

Downton Abbey, House of Cards or neither?  
Downton Abbey (kind of). I’m really a Castle/
NCIS person.

Name a favorite sound, past or present?  
Birds, especially cardinals, mockingbirds, and 
grackles

What do you love most about living in this country? 
The variety of our people and the landscape

If you could have one super human power, what 
would it be?  
Flight

If you had your own talk show, who would be your 
first three guests?  Bill Clinton, David Simon 
(creator of The Wire), Andy Cohen of Bravo

Your favorite unusual food combination is?  
My recipe for a BLT calls for truffle oil to be 
lavishly applied to the bacon. 

Favorite quote: “Design activity and political 
thought are indivisible.” Thomas Jefferson

If you could be invisible for one day, where would 
you be? In a well-appointed hotel room, just so I 
could sleep for an entire day without interruption. 
As a parent of an energetic 2-year-old, sleep is in 
short supply.

If you were stranded on a deserted island with one 
book, what would it be? James Ellroy’s American 
Underwold trilogy. 

You have to wear a t-shirt with one word on it for 
the rest of your life. Which word do you choose?  
Hope

What Disney character would you be and why?  
I have a round belly and I enjoy honey, so I am a 
natural fit to play Pooh.

Would you rather plan a party or attend one?  
Plan. Better yet, I’d rather attend a party planned 
by my wife, Michelle.

Tell about a collection you have. Next to my desk is 
the G.I. Joe Terrordrome. It’s an expensive reminder 
of my favorite childhood toy line. I still collect G.I. 
Joe figures and comic books. I am a kid at heart.

What is your first thought in the morning?  
“Where is Ella (my daughter)?” Followed closely by, 
“Ella, can you move your foot out of daddy’s face?”

If you could erase one day in history, which would 
it be?  As someone who has received more than his 
fair share of second chances, I would not erase even 
the toughest, darkest days because they have led 
me to where I am today. 

What song most describes your life right now?  
The theme song to Mickey Mouse Clubhouse

What is your biggest fear or phobia? I spook easily, 
so I have several. But my fear of heights is getting 
worse as I get older – or more cognizant of my 
mortality.

What is your favorite smell? The richness of my 
wife’s perfect hair.

If you were elected Mayor of this city, what would be 
your first improvement? I’d immediately cut a deal 
with the Rays to let them leave Tropicana Field, but 
only if they left sooner rather than later. That’s 80 
acres of developable land in a booming downtown. 
The Rays are fools to want to leave St. Pete. 

What is your favorite restaurant?  I lived in New 
York, so my favorite restos are from there, including 
Momofuku, Gramercy Tavern, and Per Se. In 
Tampa Bay, I love the inventiveness of Z Grille and 
the hospitality of Cassis.

Downton Abbey, House of Cards or neither?  
I am in politics, so House of Cards naturally.

To be considered for the Meet Your Neighbor page, you may contact Susan Alderson at susie2wong@gmail.com.
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violence. Graham’s film tells the story 
of one village, whose elders signed on 
to oil drilling unaware of how this 
industry would change their lives and 
their village forever. Check out Oloibiri 
in a theatre near you in 2015! 

Nigeria currently produces the 
largest number of films in the world and 
is commonly referred to as ‘Nollywood.’ 
However American film production 
remains the gold standard, and Graham 
transported a crew of four, toting 
twenty-seven bags of equipment, to the 
Niger Delta. Headlining the marquee 
is the American actor, William Moses. 
Curtis’ logistics specialist declined the 
job because of health-related issues. 

This made it necessary to hire a seasoned 
film director in Nigeria to act as Curtis’ 
assistant.

The crew from Greyhouse was met 
at the airport, in Port Harcourt, by 
government officials who assigned 
them twenty militia, armed with 
AK-47s. The militia stuck with them 
like glue. Graham says that the Niger 
Delta is notorious for kidnappings and 
equipment theft. In addition, the 
Nigerian government had assigned 
secret service agents to the crew; Curtis 
did not know this until his final day in 
the country. He hired some top Nigerian 
film professionals, and most of the 
actors were Nigerian. They filmed in 

It was the most difficult assignment 
for Curtis to date and perhaps one of 
the most rewarding. The people of 
Oloibiri were friendly and helpful. 
They were curious about the filming 
and crowded around to watch the 
production each day. When meeting 
with the tribal king of Oloibiri and the 
village elders, Curtis was told that he 
was the hardest working director of 
photography they had met. Ruing their 
part in allowing big oil to drill in 
Oloibiri, the tribal elders shed tears of 
gratitude, glad that their story is finally 
being told. For Graham it has been a 
humbling and moving experience. He 
returns to St. Petersburg carrying the 

mud huts. Humidity was 100%. It 
rained for three hours every day. The 
Nigerians spoke rapidly in a foreign 
dialect. All of the food was cooked in 
foul smelling palm oil and consisted 
mostly of tough chicken and rice; Curtis 
lost weight. There was the poorest of 
infrastructure. Curtis and crew stayed 
in an unfinished three-story hotel with 
intermittent running water. There was 
no access to the internet and no 
telephone connection. When the 
government refused to allow the use of 
blanks, the crew attempted to improvise 
with firecrackers while shooting the 
numerous gunfire exchanges. The 
gunfire will have to be added in the 
post-effects.

OLOIBIRI  Continued from page 1

sarah howe, REALTOR®

showe@smithandassociates.com
813.774.1999

don howe, REALTOR®

dhowe@smithandassociates.com
727.422.5205

JUST LISTED

Vinoy Place, 555 5th Ave NE
Premier downtown living on the park

Tower 2, 9th floor   3/2.5 3,000 Sqft.   Offered at $1,400,000
Deluxe unit with panoramic views of the bay, marina and city!

Tower 2, 6th floor   3/2.5 3,000 Sqft.   Offered at $1,295,000
Incredibly transformed unit – Move-in ready with great views!

Tower 3, 2nd floor   3/2.5 2,000 Sqft.   Offered at $899,900
Live on Vinoy Park as few can and delight in all it offers!

734 Weedon Drive NE   4/2.5 3,600 Sqft.   Offered at $899,900
WEEDON WOW! Exclusive Weedon Isle cul de sac on open water, exquisitely 

appointed retreat with spectacular boathouse...must see!

SOLD

Water Club, 1325 Snell Isle Blvd
List price $900,850

Vinoy Place, 555 5th Ave NE
List price $1,500,000

330 9th Ave N
List price $349,900

1500 1st Street N
List price $619,000

932 Third Street N*
List price $335,000

*Sale pending

2031 Bay Street NE
List price $649,900

Sarah Howe Old NE 10-23 FINAL.indd   1 10/24/14   5:51 PM

Curtis & Ryan Grosjean (Asst. Cameraman) set up for scene of villain falling from a balcony

Curtis filming actors in rear of picture vehicle
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story of Oloibiri and its people 
with him, both in film 
canisters and in his heart.

Since 1895, when Curtis 
Graham’s great-great grand-
father moved to St. Petersburg 
from Indiana, the family has 
had a presence here. Curtis’ 
father, Phil Graham, opened a 
photography business in St. 
Pete in 1948. At the age of 
fifteen, Curtis went to work for 
his father, taking pictures. He 
is an alumnus of St. Petersburg 
High School, who entertained 
a desire to become a medical 
illustrator. Curtis’ father 
dissuaded him of this and 
convinced him to become a 
photographer instead. 

Curtis moved to Los 
Angeles to attend the Art 

Center College of Design. He 
began doing illustrations for 
advertising and then got into 
making commercials. He went 
back to school at the American 
Film Institute on a schol-
arship. His first film, The Blue 
Men, starring Estelle Parsons, 
garnered the most awards of 
any short film in 1990, 
including the Student Emmy 
and an Academy Award. 
Curtis had many offers to stay 
in Los Angeles, but he wanted 
to get in on the ground floor 
of the burgeoning Florida film 
market. He moved back to St. 
Petersburg and opened Curtis 
Graham Photography and, 
more recently, Greyhouse 
Films. Greyhouse films has 

Curtis consults with Nigerian Production Designer Continued on page 16

Some of the local villagers in Oloibiri A village location in Oloibiri
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Facts About Oloibiri
Oloibiri is a small community in Ogbia 
LGA located in Bayelsa State, in the 
eastern Niger Delta region of Nigeria. It 
is about 316 mi (or 509 km) South of 
Abuja, the country’s capital.

The inhabitants of Oloibiri community 
are mainly fishermen and farmers. 
Oloibiri is a historic town to the oil and 
gas industry in Nigeria. Nigeria’s first 
commercial oil discovery was made at 
(Otuabagi/Otuogadi) in Oloibiri district 
by Shell Darcy on January 15, 1956.

produced six films in seven years, 
including The Life and Times of John 
and Mabel Ringling, currently playing 
at the Ringling Museum and Theatre 
in Sarasota and Reach Out Recovery, 
a film about substance abuse, 
addiction, and recovery. Curtis also 
produced The Investigator, a feature 
film about Ray Romano’s brother, an 
officer with NYPD, struggling to find 
his way in life.

Curtis has achieved his goal of 
notoriety within the Florida film 
community as well as American 
cinema, and now in International 
film arenas. Graham and Greyhouse 
Films lie at the core of the Tampa Bay 
film community. He is an excep-
tionally talented cameraman, easily 
exceeding Malcolm Gladwell’s 
10,000-hour rule for achieving 
expertise. He is comfortable behind 
the lens and finds joy in story telling 
through film. It may be the angle or 
the light, the shading or the subtleties 
of movement, but the result is 
exquisite. Filmmaking is difficult and 
tedious. Curtis’ usual key grip spent 
five months underwater with Winter, 
helping her to acclimate to the 
camera, before the filming of Dolphin 
Tale actually commenced. A key grip 
is responsible for building and 
maintaining the equipment which 
supports cameras: tripods, dollies, 
cranes, tracks, jibs and, as in the case 

for Dolphin Tale, underwater apparatus. 
The grips and countless other crucial 
players are invisible to the movie 
audience until the credits start to roll.

As we conclude our interview, Curtis 
receives a call informing him that the 
film drive in Nigeria has crashed. Not to 
worry, there is a copy of the film here in 
St. Petersburg. Now he will pour hours 
into the editing process, aiming to meet 
a December deadline. He just may be the 
hardest working and most inventive 
director of photography in the film 
industry, and we are fortunate to call him 
our neighbor. n

Jenni Lockwood, MSW, has recently moved to 
the Old Northeast from Portland, Oregon with 
her husband, Bob. She is an alumna of Wellesley 
College and a member of the International Taoist 
Tai Chi Society.

OLOIBIRI  Continued from page 15

How much are you paying your 
financial advisor?

Securities offered through American Municipal Securities Inc. Member of FINRA, SIPC. Investing in bonds involves risk 
including possible loss of principal. Income may be subject to state, local, or federal alternative minimum tax.

American Municipal Securities Inc. • 720 2nd Ave. S. St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Building Wealth for the Retirement Years
Providing Income Strategies to Enjoy Them

For over 30 years, American Municipal 
Securities, Inc. has served the invest-
ment needs of the Tampa Bay area, 
specializing in the sale of individual 
municipal securities.

As an independent Broker-Dealer, we
do not charge any annual asset-based 
management fees.

Please call Alan Marsh at (800) 868-6864 for more information
about our municipal bond offerings or to schedule a portfolio review
without cost or obligation.  To learn more about American Municipal
Securities, Inc. and the services we provide, please visit
www.amuni.com.

Alan Marsh
General Securities Principal

Municipal Securities Principal
alan@amuni.com 

(800) 868-6864

Scene of Dugout Canoe with villager on river that divides Oloibiri Island from Mainland

Oloibiri Village
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PRICING DENOTES 50 MINS · OFFERS VALID UNTIL 12.31.14

Relax with the 
HOT STONE THERAPY MASSAGE $95

Revitalize with the 
REVITALIZE MASSAGE $80

Heal with the 
ARIA THAI MASSAGE $110

AAlleviate with the 
REFLEXOLOGY MASSAGE $75

Shine with the 
VITAMIN C FACIAL $110

Turn back time with the 
FIRM SKIN FACIAL $95

RECEIVE A COMPLIMENTARY EMINENCE 
EYE + LIP TREATMENT WITH EVERY GIFT 

CERTIFICATE PURCHASE. 
Retails at $40.

Give the Perfect Gift
this Holiday Season

 
 

 
 
 

LCC Day School                                         
Pre-K2 through 8th Grade 

   
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 

 
 

 

 4400 Chancellor Street NE   
St. Petersburg, FL  33703   

727-522-8331 
www.lccdayschool.com 

Accredited by FKC and FCIS 

AROUND THE BLOCK
local MADD victim advocates and at 
1-877-MADD-HELP.

* * * * *

CaNterbury sChool Families to host 
PotluCk DiNNer For 75 iNterNatioNal 
Fulbright sCholars

On November 8th, 75 Fulbright Scholars 
visited Canterbury School of Florida to tour the 
school’s 2,800-square-foot dedicated Marine 
Studies facility, and the school’s new McMullen 
Science Center. The tours were followed by a 
potluck dinner, hosted by Canterbury families in 
the school’s cafeteria, who dined with the scholars.

The scholars were here as part of the first 
Fulbright Enrichment Seminar of the 2014-2015 
academic year. The topic was Climate Change and 
the Plight of the Oceans, and took place during the 
inaugural Blue Ocean Film Festival in St. 
Petersburg (November 5-9). This was the first 
Fulbright Enrichment Seminar ever held in the 
State of Florida. 

Canterbury students are heavily involved in Blue Ocean events, and students 
have entered three of their own Marine Studies short films in several categories 
with the help of Canterbury’s Director of Marine Studies, Jenna Cummings.

The Fulbright Program, sponsored by the US Department of State’s Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs, is the US government’s flagship international 
educational exchange program. The Fulbright Scholar Program is administered 
by the Council for International Exchange of Scholars (CIES), a division of the 
Institute of International Education. Eight hundred Fulbright Scholars are selected 
worldwide through 155 United States embassies and bi-national commissions. 
They are scientists, doctors and surgeons, teachers, researchers, and artists doing 
advanced research and lecturing in US colleges and universities. n

aN oPPortuNity to remiND everyoNe: 
DoN’t DriNk aND Drive 
On August 1, 2010, Roy McConnell II, 51, 
and his sons, 28-year-old Roy III, 24-year-old 
Nathan, and 19-year-old Kelly were killed 
instantly by an under-aged drunk driver. The 
car that hit them was travelling 92 mph. It was 
Kelly’s birthday and the four men had gone to 
see a movie at Baywalk. On their way back, 
they were struck at 22nd Avenue and 9th 
Street. The sons left behind small children and 
a new finacée. A family was devastated. Four 
men’s potential was lost. Grieving continues. 

Ginger Brengle (holding photo at right), 
cousin of Elroy’s wife, Amy Voelker, reminds us 
all to drive safely and to designate a driver. She 
stands vigil at the intersection on the deadly 
anniversary each year. She is a MADD volunteer 
and speaker, spreading the word to “think before 
you drink.” Like friends and family who have lost 
loved ones and now support MADD, Ginger 
holds her photo and signs at the busy intersection 
in hopes that even just one passing motorist might remember this visual next 
time they have too much to drink and are making a choice whether or not to 
drive drunk. Drunk driving can change a life. Don’t let it change  yours. 
About MADD

Founded by a mother whose daughter was killed by a drunk driver, Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving (MADD) is the nation’s largest nonprofit working to 
protect families from drunk driving and underage drinking. With the help of 
those who want a safer future, MADD’s Campaign to Eliminate Drunk Driving 
will end this danger on America’s roads. As one of the largest victim services 
organizations in the U.S., MADD also supports drunk and drugged driving 
victims and survivors at no charge, serving one person every 8.6 minutes through 
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Betty Jean Miller

sNell isle tour oF homes

It’s coming your way and you’re 
gonna love it. It’s the third annual 
Snell Isle Tour of Homes, inviting 

you to see the interiors of six beautiful 
homes –some old, some new, some 
large, some not-so-large, and no doubt 
some of which you’ve been wishing to 
peek inside for years. You’ll get to see 
their décor, their antiques, their art, 
their swimming pools, some waterfront 
views, plus their Christmas 
decorations... and in fine time to get 
ideas for your own home. It happens 
Saturday, December 6th, from 10am to 
4pm, and it benefits the Florida Orchestra Guild. But more about the details later. 
Let’s cut to the chase. 

Let’s start with a one-story 1948 home (pictured here) in which the owners 
have tried to maintain the integrity of the original version: a concrete block 
comfortably laid out home with casement windows, a good-size chimney, an 
attached garage – a typical family home. The owners have added black accents, 
statuary, and fountains to the exterior, making 
good use of the grounds for their frequent parties. 
Inside, they’ve kept the original Montgomery 
Ward metal kitchen cabinets, and have a nice 
collection of modern art. You won’t want to miss 
the phone booth with the vintage dial telephone. 

Another home, this one two-story, has 
handsome wood paneling in a book-lined den, 
includes a pool table in the play room, and has 
a view of the bay. There’ll be a boutique on the 
back porch here featuring Christmas gifts and 
decorations, since you’re now in the mood. 

A gracious white two-story home down the 
road will dazzle you with waterfront views from 
every room, and is furnished with antiques. You 
can step out on the patio and picture yourself 

having a relaxing dinner at the outdoor kitchen while viewing downtown St. 
Petersburg across the bay. 

Nearby, a huge live oak welcomes you to the entrance of the next tour home. 
This red brick two-story family home with a dock and pool again takes advantage 
of the water view. The viewing inside is enjoyable, too, where a handsome art 

collection is displayed. 
An outstanding 

feature at the next home, 
which is set on three lots, 
is a putting green and a 
garden which you are 
invited to walk through, 
and all of which is on the 
waterfront. 

Next on the tour is a 
one-story four-bedroom 
home which doesn’t 

have a waterfront view, but which does take advantage of outdoor living with a 
brick patio off the living room and another patio overlooking the pool. It’s beauti-
fully decorated in eggplant and olive which the owners plan to carry through in 
their Christmas decorating. 

Emilie Gillespie is chairman of this event which takes the place of the Designer 
Show Home, an annual event which you may remember from a few years back. 

Advance donations for Holiday Tour of Homes 
tickets are $20 per person, payable by check to The 
Florida Orchestra Guild and sent to Alexandra Kaan, 
130 4th Avenue North, #114, St. Petersburg, FL 
33701. Individual tickets the day of the event, 
available at all Tour homes, will be $25, payable by 
cash or check. A gala at a previous tour home 
featuring cocktails and hors d’oeuvres on the 
preceding night is $75 and will include a tour 
ticket. Sponsorship levels include Platinum 
($1,000) which includes a full-page ad in the 
program and six gala tickets; Gold ($500) which 
includes a half-page ad and four tickets; Silver 
($250) which includes a quarter-page ad and 
two tickets; and Patron ($150)which includes 
one ticket plus a name in the program. n
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939 Beach Drive NE, where guests pick 
up their descriptive booklet, which 
includes a map of the neighborhood 
showing the location of the homes and 
an artist’s rendering of each home 
along with a description of its history 
and special features, with homeowners 
sometimes sharing memorable 
anecdotes.  

There will be volunteer docents to 
guide you through each home so you 
won’t miss a thing, and the holiday 
decorations will be spectacular. Many 
of this year’s homes will also boast a 
musical element for your listening 

pleasure. Complimentary trolley 
service along the Tour route will be 
available for your convenience, but you 
might just get the most enjoyment by 
walking or biking around our beautiful 
neighborhood. We will also have two 
locations to serve as hospitality stops, 
offering restroom facilities as well as 
light refreshments.

Each year a portion of the proceeds 
from the Candlelight Tour is donated 
to a local charity or nonprofit organi-
zation. This year’s beneficiary will be 
CASA (Community Action Stops 
Abuse), an organization dedicated to 

providing shelter, housing and support 
to women and families in crisis. We are 
proud to be able to support such a 
worthy cause. We know that, with the 
purchase of each ticket, you will share 
that good feeling.

The neighborhood will be at its 
festive best for the Tour. Consider the 
Tour as a holiday treat to yourself – or 
as an early Christmas gift to a family 
member or friend. We look forward to 
welcoming you to our homes on 
December 7th! n2014 hoNNa  

CaNDlelight tour oF homes

Cathy Weisberg, tour chairperson

I am honored to be this year’s 
chairperson of HONNA’s signature 
event, the 17th Annual Candlelight 

Tour of Homes. I am so excited about 
the Tour that I want to encourage 
everyone to be a part of this “not-to-
be-missed” happening on Sunday, 
December 7th. 

Our neighborhood, The Historic 
Old Northeast, is characterized by an 
array of architectural styles which were 
popular in the first quarter of the 20th 
century. This year we will once again be 
presenting a selection of homes repre-
senting the iconic architecture of the 
1920s. Some homes have remained true 
to their origin, while others have been 
expanded or remodeled. You’ll have an 
opportunity to tour each home and 
discover the innovative ways in which 
the homeowners have created their 
ideal living space while maintaining the 
classic design elements. You might just 
pick up a few tips for your upcoming 
redecoration or renovation project¸ not 
to mention inventive landscaping and 
outdoor lighting ideas.  

We want to make your tour the most 
enjoyable event of the year, as you stroll 
the brick-lined streets of the lovely 
Historic Old Northeast. The Tour 
begins at Westminster Palm View,  

Come Take a Tour!
The HONNA 2014 Candlelight Tour of 
Homes will take place on Sunday, 
December 7 from 3-8pm. Tickets are 
expected to go on sale in early 
November, both online (www.HONNA.
org) and at selected locations 
throughout the area (posted on the 
HONNA website). Advanced-purchase 
tickets are $20 each (by December 
6th), and $25 if purchased the day of 
the event. Look for announcements 
via www.HONNA.org, email, flyers 
and posters in local businesses and 
stores in the area.

Scenes from Christmas Tours past... And don’t forget there’s complimentary trolley service.
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New Seed Library Helps St. Petersburg Gardeners to Grow
readily available resources to use while gardening. 

The first workshop was held September 27th at the 
Childs Park Community Library. Workshop leader, Ray 
Wunderlich, III, conducted the workshop on preparing 
the soil for a garden. Ray said, “Soil Talk went well at 
the ‘Y’ with an incredible age-range of people, ages 
14-65, males and females (mostly females) attending.”

ChilDs Park CommuNity library

Childs Park YMCA executive director, Deborah 
D. Figgs-Sanders, said ,“The Childs Park YMCA was 
glad to partner with the St. Petersburg Public Library 
System with its launch of a seed library. The children 
who participate in our Y-Achievers Program have a 
garden and truly enjoy their gardening experiences.

With the presence of the seed library, the 
children and community have the oppor-
tunity to learn more about the environment 
and healthy eating. Also, the free workshops 
offered to the community by the library is an 
added bonus!”

ClosiNg thoughts

Seed-lending libraries entice novices, 
including children, to try gardening and also 
offers educational opportunities. These seed-
lending libraries also encourage bio-diversity 
and propagation of plants that thrive in a 
particular area. Finally, a seed-lending library 
can help preserve heirloom seeds.

All this... and it just requires a library card 
and  YOU! n

Additional Resources: www.gaiasguardians.info (site 
includes videos and articles on a variety of gardening 
topics); www.solutionsforyourlife.ufl.edu/lawn_and_

garden/types_of_gardens/organic_gardening.html (the 
University of Florida sustainable living page is complete with 
downloadable publications and resource links); www.sustainable 
table.org (educates consumers about benefits of sustainable 
agriculture, including handouts, recipes, and an Eat Well Guide 
search for locally-grown listings); www.dunedingov.com/
modules/showdocument.aspx?documentid=2349; www.
richmondgrowsseeds.org/create-a-library.html; YouTube: How 
to Borrow Seeds from Richmond     Grows Seeds Lending Library.

Mary Hampton is a retired educator who moved to Florida in 
2007 from New York. Since arriving in Florida, she has been doing 
non-stop research into the topics of recycling and sustainability. 
She has been on a quest to meet people who are interested and 
involved in these topics. She enjoys writing about these topics, as 
well. To collaborate with Mary, contact her at: queenofrecycle@
hotmail.com.

GREEN PAGE

Mary  Hampton

Community libraries, including St. Petersburg 
Library System, are constantly looking for ways 
to improve their programs and services. Around 

the United States, seed-lending programs have been 
created. One of the first ones was pioneered in 2010 
at the Richmond Public Library in California. Since 
they opened their seed library, over 290 seed-lending 
libraries have ‘sprouted up’ throughout the country.
st. Petersburg library system

St. Petersburg Library System library director, 
Mika Slaughter-Nelson, told us, “The idea for St. 
Petersburg Library System’s first seed library was 
sparked by our larger goal to contribute to building a 
stronger, more sustainable community, as inspired by 
the American Library Association’s (ALA) 
promotion of the same nationwide effort. 
While the library system desired to launch a 
seed library, the idea was tabled until a suffi-
cient volunteer base could be built.

Serendipitously, we were approached by 
Annette Hubbard and Mary Frances Lawrie 
of the Garden Club of St. Petersburg. They 
were seeking support for hosting a seed 
library, with volunteers ready and willing to 
assist with the project! The Childs Park 
YMCA, a long-time library partner, with 
which the Childs Park Community Library 
shares a facility, also joined the collaborative 
effort when its executive director, Deborah 
Figgs-Sanders, agreed to host a future 
gardening workshop series.

The new seed library, which was softly 
launched in the Fall of 2014, is a part of the 
St. Petersburg Library System’s 4E Sustain-
ability Initiative. It is the library system’s 
response to ALA’s nationwide call. The 4ES initiative 
includes economy, ecology, equity, and efficiency as 
the dynamics of sustainable communities the library 
system has selected as central themes for future 
programs and services, including, but not limited to, 
the new seed library. 

In response to a need for enhanced programs at 
the Childs Park Community Library – which has a 
number of nearby community gardens including the 
one at the Childs Park YMCA – appeared to be the 
best venue for the new seed library. If successful, there 
is potential for expanding the seed library program 
throughout the St. Petersburg Library System.”
garDeN Club oF st. Petersburg

Two members of the Garden Club of St. Petersburg, 
Annette Hubbard and Mary Frances Lawrie,  met with 
library director Mika Slaughter Nelson to offer their 

assistance to help set up and maintain a seed library 
at Childs Park Library. Annette Hubbard shared infor-
mation she had obtained from Dunedin Public Library 
who was the first library in Pinellas County to establish 
a seed library. Annette later wrote a letter which was 
sent to over nineteen seed companies requesting seed 
donations. Annette also provided a list of local 
gardeners interested in offering a workshop relating 
to gardening.

Mary Frances Lawrie created a notebook with 
important information for library patrons to use in 
conjunction with the seeds they obtain at the library. 
With the help of other Garden Club members, Mary 
Frances Lawrie maintains the new seed library 
inventory at Childs Park Library. The donated seed 

packets are divided up into small brown envelopes 
and labeled. On a regular basis, the inventory is 
checked and supplemented with new seeds as needed. 

Members of the Garden Club said, “The Garden 
Club of St. Petersburg feels this is a very worthwhile 
project that benefits the community. We feel fortunate 
to work with the St. Petersburg Library and Childs 
Park Library.”
series oF Free eDuCatioNal WorkshoPs

In conjunction with the new seed library, the St. 
Petersburg Library system is also offering a series of 
free educational workshops for novice and seasoned 
growers. The workshops will provide an opportunity 
for patrons to receive expert, practical information 
concerning organic gardening for all experience 
levels. While focusing on sustainable techniques, 
gardeners will be taught inexpensive, local, and 

Mika Slaughter Nelson, Library Director, St. Petersburg Library System, looks very 
pleased with references that will assist patrons who access the new Seed Library.
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1) Pink house, 1001 Bay Street; 2) Ornate doorway, 706 17th Avenue NE; 3) Minaret at Renaissance Vinoy Golf Course; 4) Pretty reflective balls, 155 14th Avenue NE; 5) Psychic Stop & Shop Market, 5th Avenue NE & 1st 
Street; 6) North Shore Pool Sculpture

TAKING A CLOSER LOOK
1

6

54

2 3
Photos by Brent Johnston
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Buy 10 Day Camp sessions
and get the 11th FREE!
(Days must be purchased in one 
transaction to receive free day)

Free Dog and Cat Vaccines 
when your pet comes for a wellness exam!

10% off your pet’s first 
full grooming appointment!

111 2nd Ave NE, Suite 113
St. Petersburg, Fl 33701
727.755.PETS (7387)
petsinthecitystpete.com

PEOPLE AND PETS
To submit photos or to be photographed, contact Susan Alderson. Photos by Susan Woods Alderson unless otherwise noted.

Email your HIGH RES digital photo to susie2wong@gmail.com. Please include your name, address, phone number, and pet’s name. 

Mia Muguruza and Boo
Cordova Blvd. NE

Jason Gaines and Ali
21st Avenue N

Elizabeth Deblois and Cinnamon
1st Street N

Jack and Nanci Odom with Barclay
Brightwaters Blvd. NE

Mia Sabon with Mona and Ikey
Coffee Pot Blvd. NE

Chloe Montanari and Molly
Eden Isle Blvd. NE

Lilly Klemawesch and Gigi
Catalan Blvd. NE

Fran Weir and Molly
48th Avenue NE

Julie Macguire and Bitty
Catalan Blvd. NE
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AROUND THE BLOCK

roCk it reD!  
to Commemorate WorlD aiDs Day

Beginning on November 30th, Rock it Red! 
St. Pete will present a public arts installation 
and other activities along Central Avenue, 

and on buildings and monuments through the city.  
Rock it RED! St. Pete will serve as a memorial to 
those who passed from HIV and AIDS related 
illnesses, and build awareness of the continued 
presence and need for HIV/AIDS testing and 
treatment.

Planned activities include: 
•	Wrapping	170	trees	along	Central	Avenue	from	

16th to 31st streets with red fabric for three 
days; creating a conceptual 1.25 mile-long RED 
Ribbon in honor of World AIDS Day.

•	On	at	least	50	of	the	170	trees,	visitors	will	be	
able to add names, messages or attach small 
pictures to the wraps

•	The	wraps	will	honor	bay	area	and	Florida	loved	
ones remembered on the AIDS Quilt.

•	Partners	 throughout	St.	Petersburg	will	 turn	
their structures RED through lighting, balloons, 

streamers, or other means for the night on 
December 1.

•	A	candlelight	vigil	and	remembrance	program	
beginning at 7 p.m. will be held at the LGBT 
Welcome Center, 2227 Central Ave. on 
December 1. 

•	While	 the	mile-long	RED	Ribbon	will	be	a	
temporary art installation, it shall produce a 
piece of community-created folk art as 50 
sections where memorials have been left will 
later be laced together producing an “AIDS 
Wall of Remembrance.” 
Founder, artist, and organizer Jim Buresch 

states, “I still have a voice that I want heard, a 
vision realized and instead of going insane in the 
politics of HIV, I decided to use extremely large 
art installations as my method of activism.  I don’t 
know if you classify it as conceptual or earth, 
it’s just my voice to me.  Art has led many 
social awakenings, in fact, World AIDS Day 
started out as “A Day without Art.”

 “It is estimated that nearly one percent 
of Americans are HIV positive, however 
nearly a quarter of them are not even 
aware that they carry the virus. Early 
detection is essential to slowing the 
potential development of AIDS and AIDS 
related illness.” 

St. Petersburg Arts Alliance is serving as 
the umbrella organization, collaborating with 
the St. Petersburg LGBT Welcome Center, the 
Grand Central District Association, and the 

United Nations Association – United States of 
America (UNA-USA) Tampa Bay Chapter. 

The collaborative is seeking contributions and 
sponsorships to fund the installation. Donations 
may be made on the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance 
website or mailed to100 2nd Ave. North, #150, 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701.   Proceeds will fund the 
arts installation and support the LGBT Welcome 
Center and the Arts Alliance programs.

Volunteers for the installation, and ambas-
sadors are needed to assist visitors during the 
evening. Please contact Jim Buresch, jimburesch@
gmail.com. n

aWalk AroundTheBlock.com/holiday

St.  Pete’s  most reliable!

Dog Walking & Petsit t ing
Hou se Check+

727-483-4554

We offer many services that relieve your 
stress and take care of things when 

you’re out. Whether it’s daily workday 
walks for Fido or keeping an eye on your 

homestead in your absence. 

Let’s Go!

Avoid Holiday Pet Risks
Learn more online...

©
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DINING OUT



NORTHEAST JOURNAL November/December 2014 Page 27

ST. PETE LOCAL FLAVOR

ADVERTISE
in the

NORTHEAST 
JOURNAL

Contact Susan at
727. 259.3149 or 

advertise@ 
northeastjournal.org
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advertiser. A week later, I got a call from Jen 
MacMillen, the publisher. Knowing what Wife – For 
Hire does, she felt they really needed my help. And, 
the best part was she was willing to barter an ad. That 
was certainly a win-win for me, as I saw the real 
potential with the Northeast Journal as an outstanding 
publication and an opportunity to have an ad in a 
great area of St. Petersburg with the perfect target 
area of potential clients. 

That is how it all started. I am so honored to be a 
part of the Journal. I still have a client that came from 
one of the first printings. 

I have done many things for Jen throughout these 
10 years. I am currently the distribution manager, 
and my crew and I are responsible for getting the 
Journals “on the doorknobs” six times a year. I am 
also responsible for mailing our paid subscriptions. 
We also fill the racks at different locations throughout 
the area. 

Jen has been an amazing NEJ partner, friend, and 
boss. I am truly grateful for this amazing relationship 
and business opportunity. Thanks Jen and congratu-
lations on 10 years! Looking forward to the next 10!

Julie JohNstoN

I am a freelance graphic designer, and as the 
Journal’s art director, I lay out the book and create 
any ads not supplied by the advertisers. As copy 
editor, I edit, standardize, and copyfit all the articles, 
and tweak all the photos. My days are filled with 
words and pictures.

I’m not a big reader of the printed page, which is 
ironic due to what I do for a living. I read mostly 
online. The Northeast Journal first caught my eye in 
2006 in the green room at the theatre where I am a 
stagehand. An article about a friend of mine was on 
the cover, so I picked it up. Before too long, I had 
read the Journal cover-to-cover. That’s saying a great 
deal since I have the attention span of a gnat.

It was casual and well-written; the paper stock 
itself had a great feel and substance to it; and it had 
really great content and photos. I was hooked.

I contacted Jen MacMillen to compliment her on 
a publication that, as a graphic designer, I would be 
proud to represent. I told her to call me if she ever 
needed help with graphics. She contacted me the 
next day to create several ads.

That was nearly 8 years ago. I am still incredibly 
proud to be associated with the Journal, and (don’t 
tell my other clients) Jen has become my very favorite 
client as well as a good and generous friend.

Looking forward to what the Journal brings us in 
the upcoming years. Ocho! n

The Northeast Journal celebrated its 10 years in 
publication with a festive get-together at 
Grattzi on October 1. All of the staff and almost 

all the current writers, plus several NEJ alum and a 
few family members were on hand to share memories, 
eat some fantastic food, swap stories, and look forward 
to the next decade. 

Will Michaels was honored with a Simon Pearce 
hand-blown glass frame for his unwavering dedication 
to the Journal, having written an article for each of the 
first 60 issues to date. Staff and readers alike recognize 
the commitment it takes to be so diligent and talented.

Each of the staff recalled how they got started with 
the Northeast Journal and some shared recaps of 
memorable events and issues, for instance that the 
first Journal was delivered in the midst of Hurricane 
Frances. Here is some of what each had to say:

JeN maCmilleN

Ten years goes by really quickly! It’s funny, though, 
that it feels like a lifetime ago and just yesterday at 
the same time that we launched the Northeast Journal. 
While some key people were missing, like Rick 

Carson and John Bailey, a good representation from 
the cast of characters that has shaped the Journal into 
what it is today was present and making merry! Even 
though we all work from our separate spaces and lead 
our separate lives, it really did feel like a family 
reunion where guests are really happy to see each 
other, yet there is never enough time to really talk 
to everyone.

The food was fantastic, as it always is at Gratzzi, 
and our special-occasion cake made by Chef Michael 
at St. Pete Bakery was “to die for!” My main purpose 
for this special gathering was to recognize and thank 
everyone for their incredible contributions to this 
inspired community journal. Many of our writers do 
it for the love of it and put their heart and soul into 
every piece. As the world becomes more and more 
unsteady, and as mainstream media shows us only the 
“bad stuff,” our contributors remind us that we all 
make a difference, and that the “good stuff” is by far 
more interesting and helpful for the health of our 
community and our world!

susaN seta

I started at the Northeast Journal about 8 years ago 
after moving here from Naples, Florida. I had recently 
sold a Valpak advertising business, moved to the Old 
Northeast, and my neighbor Rob Shepard told me 
about the paper. 

I had received it at my home and I thought it was 
a quality publication. Coincidentally, Rob was also 

a dear friend of Jennifer, the publisher of the paper. 
So the sales process began and I quickly became the 
advertising director. Rob was always very proud of 
the staff and me and how we became so successful. 
He was very supportive, almost like a father, giving 
his input on editorial and even helping with sales 
leads. It’s also prosperous because we have an 
incredible staff who put their heart and soul into each 
issue. I am so fortunate to have some advertisers that 
I have known for years. They have totally supported 
our publication and the community, and I can’t thank 
them enough. I love this community, the residents 
who receive the NEJ and who support our advertisers. 
Happy Holidays... May peace be with you...

susaN alDersoN

It’s still very vivid in my mind how I found out 
about the Northeast Journal 10 years ago. 

At that time, I was writing an article with the 
neighbors article for Rick Carson’s HONNA 
Newsletter. We were having a meeting of all the 
writers when Rick announced that there was a new 
publication that was just introduced to the Old 

Northeast neighborhood called the Northeast Journal. 
Rick described the publication as having a large 

format with colored pictures. It was as if a lightbulb 
went off in my head! I just knew I had to be a part of 
this new adventure, and a new and lasting adventure 
it has been. 

My photography skills paid off and I soon became 
the photographer for the Journal. As time went by, Jen, 
our publisher, could see that I was an “old timer” to 
the Old Northeast section of town, having lived here 
since I was five years old. Being that she was way up 
in Vermont, she decided to give me the job of managing 
editor; a job that, to me, isn’t a job but a pleasure and 
an honor to have been a part of. 

Working with our staff and writers is also an honor 
and I deeply appreciate what each one of them does 
to make the Journal the classy and well read publi-
cation it still is today after 10 years.”

It’s been a blessing to work for the Northeast 
Journal and I am very thankful for the part I play in 
this awesome publication. 

Jamie mayo

In June of 2004, I had just put the signs on my car 
for my new business: Wife – For Hire. I received a 
call from the advertising guy with the Northeast 
Journal inquiring if I would be interested in placing 
an ad with this new publication. Having just started, 
there was really no budget for advertising. We had a 
nice conversation and I hoped someday to be an 

Northeast Journal staff, writers and family: Candy Lenderman, Susan Seta, Rebekah Lazaridis, Jamie Mayo, John Gee, Julie Johnston, Bob and Linda Dobbs, Eric Sachsse, Susan Alderson, 
Jen MacMillen, Sara Hopkins, Livia and Greg Zien

The Northeast Journal Rang in 10 Years with a Celebration
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Shop local.
Thisholiday season, avoidmall
madness and takea tripdown-
town.With incrediblegifts, cloth-
ing, jewelry, homedécor, fine
art andeclectic diningoptions,
downtownSt. Petersburg
will leaveyour spirits bright.

www.stpetedowntownbiz.com

INYOURDOWNTOWN.

SP76646

AROUND THE BLOCK
First suNDial salutatioN rePleNishes the ‘burg

On Saturday, October 18, over 100 yoga mats covered the wave patterned 
tiles of the Sundial. Residents from all over the Burg came out in support 
of the businesses just opening at the new cultural epicenter in the city. 

Live music performed by Connor Zwetsch, sangria served by Diamonds 
Direct and fresh fruit and pastries provided by Juxtapose permeated the morning 
air with an eclectic and relaxing vibe. The inaugural event was a way for the 
new and soon-to-open tenants to introduce themselves and their services to 
the city. 

New shops such as 
Tracy Negoshian and 
Marilyn Monroe Glamour 
Room offered discounts 
on premiere products and 
services throughout the 
day. It was a clear, sunny, 
80-degree morning in St. 
Pete. Yoga experts from 
St. Pete Yoga and PURE 
Yoga & Fitness and 
organized by lululemon 

showroom led the packed sunrise session in exercises easily translated into a 
daily routine. 

Huge giveaways added a hint of excitement to the day’s activities. Diamonds 
Direct gave away a designer Philip Stein watch featuring “natural frequency 
technology” ($595) while juxtapose offered one lucky winner a $100 gift card 
to their store. Opportunity for physical, spiritual and retail therapy abounded. 

After an hour of rejuvenation, the highly-anticipated restaurant and 
market, Locale, offered participants refreshing water infused with fresh orange 
slices and cucumber. This event also saw the soft-openings of Florida Jean 
Company and The Shave Cave, adding to the dynamic nature of the shops 
open at the Sundial. 

Currently open shops include: lululemon showroom, Diamond’s Direct, 
The Shave Cave, juxtapose, Florida Jean Company, White House | Black 
Market, Chico’s, Marilyn Monroe Glamour Room and Tracy Negoshian, along 
with 24-hour ATM service provided by C1 Bank and of course Muvico 
Theaters. 

A date has not been set for the next Sundial Salutation but you can stay 
up to date on all upcoming events by liking Sundial St. Pete on Facebook. 
Sundial is located at 153 2nd Avenue NE.

Thanks to Andrew Harlan from I Love the Burg for letting us know.  n
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supporting himself on his winnings and approaching the game through strategic 
and statistical lenses. “I’ll study the different opponents,” he explains, “and conduct 
research on the hands played during a game. I have a program that imports the 
hands dealt into a database after the fact, so I can study the stats, identify patterns, 
and learn from the players I’m faced with.” 

When asked about how family members view his career, Evan laughs. “There 
were definitely some concerned aunts and uncles early on.” Not only that, but 
Evan also presented his graph of winnings and statistical approaches to Dion’s 
parents when they first met, in an effort to explain how one can make a career 
out of it and achieve professional status. “You can consider lots of things gambling, 
even the stock market,” Evan says. “Unlike other casino table games, this is one 
of the only types of games you can actually win if you have a skill advantage over 
the other players. There’s so much strategy involved.” 

The career in poker didn’t faze Dion. “As far as I was concerned, I had been 
dating a poet before Evan, so I think my parents figured this couldn’t be any worse 
than that.” 

Their enjoyment of career balance and their new life in Florida is certainly 
indicative of hard work paying off. They have both displayed a fierce work ethic 

SLICE OF PARADISE Continued from page 1
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and sense of discipline in their respective careers – as 
well as a well-rounded perspective on the world and 
their industries.   

“The landscape has changed. One day, TV will not 
be the main source of people’s news,” Dion says. 
“When I think about young people considering this 
as a career, I want them to understand that it’s not 
about being on TV. It’s about wanting to tell a story, 
learning about people’s lives, and staying curious 
about the world around them. I’d encourage them to 
be well-rounded and find their balance. Don’t think 
school is a direct link to success in the business.” 

Evan demurs about young people following in his 
career path. “Poker increasingly gets tougher even 
though everyone thinks it’s easy. It’s hard to break in 
with so many amazing players at the top trying to beat 
each other.” Evan has coached people in the past, but 
he recommends that adopting poker as a career should 
be approached with care – and not as a first choice. 

However, one perk of such a career is Evan’s ability 
to work virtually anywhere, though he has enjoyed 
being in St. Petersburg in particular, as it is close to 
professional poker tournaments all over the state. A 
second benefit is the ability to match his work hours 
with Dion’s, which enables the couple to spend more 
time together and enjoy the new city they call home.  

“We’re psyched about the market,” Dion exclaims 
when asked about other activities they enjoy. “We 
love to ride our bikes in the neighborhood and walk 
our dogs along the Bay. It’s so beautiful here.” 

“We like the adventure of moving around,” Evan 
says, “but we’d really like to settle here.” Dion concurs. 
Whatever may come next, they both share dreams of 
being a part of our Old Northeast community for the 
long haul, becoming fixtures in this slice of paradise. 

To visit Dion’s blog, visit lifeduringthecommercial-
break.com. For her fan page, go to www.facebook.
com/pages/Dion-Lim/146674682074805. n
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Christmas at the Vinoy          TheDecoratingDiva.com

crystal. Hagen won the wager. When Laughner and another guest went to retrieve 
the golf balls from the neighbor’s lawn, the guest commented on what a nice site 
the waterfront home would be for a hotel. The rest is hotel history. 

The Vinoy came to be famous for its gourmet cuisine and famous guests. 
Sometimes these did not always go together. An early visitor was President Calvin 
Coolidge known for his simple tastes. According to hotel lore, he preferred to eat 
in the employees’ cafeteria rather than in the hotel’s fine restaurant. Other hotel 
guests of note included President Herbert Hoover, explorer Admiral Richard Byrd, 
novelist Ernest Hemingway, essayist H.L. Mencken and actor Jimmy Stewart, to 
name a few. It had not been documented if baseball legend Babe Ruth actually 
stayed at the hotel, 
but he spent a lot 
of time there and 
was a good friend of 
the Laughner 
family. The film 
The Break with 
Vince Van Patten 
was filmed at the 
Vinoy in 1995.

The Vinoy 
continued as a 
luxury seasonal 
hotel (it typically 
operated from 
October to early 
April – there was 
no air condi-
tioning) until 
World War II. 
During the war 
yea r s  gue s t s 
stopped coming 
and the hotel was 
converted into 
housing for the Army Air Corps and later as an R&R facility 
for the U.S. Maritime Commission.

After the war, the hotel struggled. In 1945, Laughner sold 
the Vinoy to Alsonett Hotels, a hotel chain based in Chicago 
owned by Charles Alberding. Alberding at first succeeded in 
again making the hotel a success, but eventually found it a losing 
proposition. In 1972, Bob Reynolds, only 20 years old at the 
time, offered to buy the hotel from Alberding. Bob was a St. 
Petersburg native who had fallen in love with the hotel as a 
child and always harbored an ambition to own it. Surprisingly, 
Alberding agreed to sell it even though Reynolds only had 
$10,000 cash. A lease was drawn up with a six month option to 
purchase the hotel for $5 million. Reynolds organized as R.W. 
Enterprises with four partners. He then enlisted architect and 
city mayor C. Randolph (Randy) Wedding to draw up plans for 
the hotel’s restoration. Wedding soon also became treasurer and 
a major advocate for the project. But Reynolds and Wedding 
failed to obtain the necessary financial backing. In 1974, for the 
first time in its history, the hotel was closed. In late 1975, the 
hotel was reopened. In an act of desperation, rates were slashed 
from $50 a night to a mere $7. The once elegant ballroom was 
used for public dances, card parties, and even volleyball. But 
even these radical changes failed to keep the hotel afloat, and soon even the Vinoy’s 
remaining fine furnishings were sold to help pay bills. The Vinoy was again closed 
in 1975. It was not just the Vinoy that was in bad shape in the 1980s, but the entire 
downtown. The commercial wind had been sucked out of the downtown with the 
opening of Central Plaza on Highway 19, and the rise of suburban shopping in the 
1950s, and the construction of Tyrone Mall in 1972. The last major downtown retail 
store, Maas Brothers, closed in 1991.

VINOY Continued from page 1 In 1978, the Vinoy was named to the National Register of Historic Places, 
making it possible for investors to obtain federal tax breaks. Craig McLaughlin, 
who was later a principal in the Vinoy’s restoration, recalls the project eventually 
received federal tax credits amounting to 25% of the project’s hard costs. In 1986, 
it was also designated a local landmark. Still later it was added to the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation’s Historic Hotels of America.

The hotel languished for the next 18 years. Horror stories abounded. One 
journalist wrote, “The hotel brings to mind Blanche DuBois, the faded beauty from 
A Streetcar Named Desire. She always depended on the kindness of strangers, who 
often did her wrong.” He went on, “This lady is a mess... Pigeons fly into the grand 
ballroom as vines crawl through the windows.” On one city-led tour in the late 

1980s, potential 
developers walked 
in to find a 
nonpaying guest 
roasting one of the 
pigeons on a stick 
over a small fire he 
had started in the 
lobby. Standing 
water was a 
breeding ground 
for mosquitoes. 
High school kids 
snuck in to drink 
beer and play 
kickball in the 
ruins of the main 
dining room. At 
one point, the 
hotel was fenced in 
and patrolled by 
guard dogs, but the 
dogs got loose and 
ran about the 
waterfront. 

C e l e b r a t e d 
Times columnist,  
Jeff Klinkenberg, 
reported rumors of 
“at least one 
hungry alligator 
[in the basement] 
with an appetite 
for rodents and 
misplaced feet.”

I n  1 9 8 0 , 
Alberding refused 
to  renew the 
lease with R.W. 
Reynolds, and let 
new leases in 

succession with Gulfport developer Arthur H. Padula and St. 
Petersburg businessman Robert V. Workman and then J.J. 
Palumbo of Cincinnati. In 1983, Craig McLaughlin and B.B. 
Anderson of the B.B. Anderson Development Co. of Kansas 
then bought the lease from Palumbo. McLaughlin was also 
from Kansas, but was shortly to relocate to St. Petersburg. 
McLaughlin and Anderson teamed up with Bert Stephens, a 

former associate of Alberding and hotel operator, and Harold Geenen, retired CEO 
of ITT. Stephens enlisted the participation of Fred Guest, a well-respected retired 
stockbroker, investor, and investment banker from New York. Guest had been 
interested in buying the Boca Raton Resort hotel which Stephens operated. When 
that deal fell through, Stephens told Guest about the Vinoy. Guest came to see the 
hotel, and as he later reported, “immediately fell in love with it” despite its deplorable 

Aymer Vinoy Laughner (1883-1961) built 
the Vinoy Park Hotel.   Laughner was from 
Pennsylvania where he made his fortune in 
the oil business.  He served on the St. 
Petersburg City Commission from 1930 to 
1934.  Courtesy of the Renaissance Vinoy Resort

The Vinoy Renaissance St. Petersburg Resort and Golf Club will celebrate its 90th birthday in 2015
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Aerial graphic view of the Vinoy before World War II. Note 6th Avenue runs directly north 
of the Vinoy.  This was later closed to allow for tennis courts and other amenities. The post 
card reads on the reverse that the Vinoy’s popularity “derives from its restfulness and beauty 
of surroundings.”  Michaels Family Collection.

condition. Fred Guest became the 
principal public advocate for the project. 
They formed a partnership (except for 
Geenen who dropped out of the project), 
and began what some derided as “Fred’s 
Folly.” At the time, hotels were particu-
larly difficult properties to finance. The 
fact that it was also an historic hotel, 
while offering potential tax and 
marketing advantages, added to the diffi-
culty because of the special approvals 
required for construction.

The partnership determined that in 
order to make the Vinoy a success they 
needed boat slips in the North Yacht 
Basin and city-owned land adjacent to 
Seventh Avenue for tennis courts, 
including most of Baywood Park. 
Baywood Park was a small park which 
included a shallow Indian mound 
adjacent to the Vinoy. Baywood was 
commonly considered at the time to be 
part of the waterfront parks receiving 
special protection in the City Charter. 
This included the need for a public 
referendum on any sale or long-term 
lease of waterfront parkland. In its zeal 
to accommodate the Vinoy devel-
opment, the City Council contemplated 
an ordinance that would effectively 
redefine Baywood as not a waterfront 
park and avoid a referendum. Preserva-
tionists and others protective of the 
waterfront parks led by former mayor 
Charles Schuh, attorney Peter Belmont, 
and others immediately called foul and 

challenged the City’s decision in court. 
After Circuit Judge Mark McGarry 
ruled that Baywood was indeed a water-
front park, the Council backed down 
and agreed to a compromise. A refer-
endum would be held proposing the 
exchange of most of Baywood Park, 
some other adjacent city land, and the 

submerged land in front of the Vinoy, 
for a little over six acres of land owned 
by the Vinoy that is now essentially 
Vinoy Park. The land to be ceded to the 
Vinoy was restricted to recreational use. 
But, the referendum also included 
stronger provisions in the City Charter 

clearly defining the waterfront parks 
and other measures. As part of a related 
out-of-court settlement, the City also 
agreed to enact a local preservation 
ordinance which was done in 1986. The 
Vinoy was among the first buildings to 
be designated local landmarks under 
the ordinance. 

A referendum was scheduled on the 
swap for 1984. Shortly before the 
required referendum was held, the 
Vinoy partners had an open house. An 
amazing estimated 10,000 people 
turned out demonstrating both curiosity 
and the deep emotional attachment 

many had for the Vinoy. The refer-
endum received overwhelming 
approval. In 1986, Guest, McLaughlin 
and Stephens organized as the Vinoy 
Development Corporation, with 
McLaughlin serving as president, and 
worked out another lease with 
Alberding. In 1988, the corporation 
enlisted the help of Smith Barney 
investment bankers to find an equity 
player to invest in the hotel and manage 
it. An agreement was secured with 
Stouffer Hotels and Resorts. 

The 1984, a referendum included a 
provision that the boat slips must be 
built within four years. Despite Guest 
and company’s many efforts, they were 
not able to obtain sufficient financing 
within that time period, and another 
referendum was held in 1989 to sustain 
the earlier decision. The St. Petersburg 
Times supported the 1984 proposal, but 
opposed the matter the second time 
arguing that the boat slips could be 
added later after the developers 
obtained financing. The developers 
argued the reverse, saying the marina 
approval was necessary to obtain the 
financing. The boat slips were, in fact, 
something that Stouffer Hotels insisted 
upon. The 1989 referendum was also 
approved, but this time by a close vote. 
“The public was becoming tired of the 
delays and trust that the restoration 
would be done was eroding,” said 

Continued on page 34
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McLaughlin. But the 1989 referendum cleared the 
way to securing Stouffer’s investment. The deal was 
closed on February 22, 1990. Restoration construction 
now began in earnest. 

The developers and architect were fervent in 
seeking to restore the hotel to its original historic 
design. They sought to install new wiring, plumbing, 
and air conditioning in a manner that minimally 
infringed upon the original décor. The project was 
challenged by the lack of blueprints. According to 
McLaughlin, they had but a single sheet of historic 

plans to work from. When 
they went to replace the roof, 
they found not one roof, but 
two, with a water cistern in 
between. Local artist Tom 
Stovall and his two-man crew 
worked eight hours a day for 
three months restoring by 
hand the friezes, borders, and 
panels of just the dining room. 
Much of the work was done 
lying on their backs. While it 
was necessary to add some 
baffling over historic artwork 
in the dining room, the 
architect was careful not to 
mar it. It remains hidden to 
this day, perhaps to be redis-
covered at some future time. 
The staff architect for the state 
Bureau of Historic Preser-
vation closely followed the 
restoration. After it was 
completed, he said, “I’ve 

seldom been involved with a project that has spent this 
much time to restore the old materials, old designs, and 
finishes.” In addition to the restoration of the original 
hotel, a parking garage and 105-room tower were also 
constructed. The developers further acquired the 
Sunset Golf Course on Snell Isle to become a part of 
the hotel’s amenities, and famed golf course architect 
Ron Garl was enlisted to renovate the course. The 
Women’s Tennis Association was also convinced to 
make the new Vinoy their headquarters.

 The hotel was officially reopened on July 31, 1992. 
Total restoration cost amounted to at least $93 million 

(approximately $158 million 
in today’s dollars). The hotel 
restoration was originally 
packaged with construction of 
condominiums to be located 
just east of the hotel. However, 
this did not materialize until 
long after the restoration was 
completed. In 2000, after still 
another referendum, the 
Vinoy added the $10 million 
Palm Court  Bal l room 
(convention center). In 1996, 
the Vinoy was purchased by 
the Renaissance Hotel Group, 
headquartered in Hong Kong. 
Walton Street Capital of 
Chicago then acquired the 
hotel in 2005. It is now the 
property of FelCor Lodging 
Trust of Dallas, but still 
managed by Marriott.

The Vinoy involved the 
largest private investment in a 
St. Petersburg development 
project by far at the time. The 
investment was nearly 60% 
greater than the cost of 
constructing the Barnett 
Tower (now One Progress 
Plaza), the city’s tallest office 
building. For the most part, it 
was not new construction, but 
a challenging restoration of an 
historic hotel deeply rooted in 
our city. The community as a 
whole rallied to support the 
restoration through refer-
endums and a myriad of other 
ways. As Craig McLaughlin 
said, “If this hadn’t been 
something the community 
wanted so badly, it would not 
have happened. They were 
saying, ‘We want our Vinoy 

back!’” Media coverage was incessant. It was the quint-
essential come-back story. The Vinoy was, and remains, 
an important part of our city’s sense of place, and a 
hard-fought legacy to be treasured. n

(This is the first of a two-part series on the Vinoy. The next 
edition will explore the impact of the Vinoy restoration on the 
development of Beach Drive and the revitalization of Downtown.)

Will Michaels has served as executive director and trustee of the 
St. Petersburg Museum of History, vice-president of the Carter 
G. Woodson Museum of African American History, president 
of St. Petersburg Preservation, and co-chair of the Tony Jannus 
Distinguished Aviation Society. He is the author of The Making 
of St. Petersburg. Will may be reached at 727-420-9195 or 
wmichaels2222@gmail.com.

Vinoy Timeline
1925 Vinoy Park Hotel opens.
1945 Alsonett Hotels owned by Charles Alberding of 

Chicago purchases hotel.
1972 Alberding sells option to purchase the hotel for 

$5 million to R. W. Reynolds Co.
1974 Hotel closes, briefly reopens in 1975, then closes 

again.
1978 Named on National Register of Historic Places.
1983 Craig McLaughlin, B.B. Anderson, Bert Stevens, 

and Fred Guest acquire Vinoy lease.
1984 Referendum approves exchange of land giving 

the Vinoy boat slips and land for tennis courts in 
exchange for land owned by the Vinoy that is now 
Vinoy Park, and establishes greater protection for 
waterfront parks.

1986 Vinoy designated a Local Landmark –  
one of the first such designations.

1986 Fred Guest, Craig McLaughlin, and Bert Stevens 
form the Vinoy Development Corp. and negotiate 
new lease of the Vinoy.

1989 City voters approve referendum reaffirming 
previous referendum, some provisions of which 
had expired.

1990 Vinoy restoration begins.   Major new investor is 
Stouffer Hotels and Resorts.

1992 Hotel reopens as the Stouffer Renaissance Vinoy 
Resort.

1996 Hong Kong-based CTF Hotels buys the Vinoy 
and the entire Stouffer chain, renaming it 
“Renaissance.”

1997 Marriott International buys the Renaissance 
brand name and begins management of the 
Renaissance Hotels, including the Vinoy.

1997 Conference Center added and other 
improvements made.

2001 Vinoy Place Condominiums and homes 
completed at cost of $79M.

2005 Walton Street Capital of Chicago buys Vinoy.
2007 FelCor Lodging Trust of Dallas buys Vinoy; 

Marriott continues to manage.

Fred Guest and tennis champion Chris Evert. Guest is credited with saving the Vinoy. 
In addition to the hotel’s successful $93 million restoration in 1992 the developers also 
persuaded the Women’s Tennis Association to make the Vinoy their headquarters.  

Courtesy of the Renaissance Vinoy Resort

VINOY Continued from page 33

Charles H. Alberding bought the Vinoy Hotel in 
1945. He also owned the Sunset Golf and Country 
Club, the Soreno Hotel, and the Tides Hotel and 
Bath Club.  Courtesy of the Renaissance Vinoy Resort
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AROUND THE BLOCK
PoWer oF ChaNge

Have you noticed the bright yellow 
refurbished parking meters around St. 
Petersburg? Rather than gathering 

parking fees, these ‘new’ meters collect donations 
to help the homeless.

These Power of Change stations are provided 
by the city of 
St. Petersburg, 
to raise money 
for homeless 
charities, and 
they provide a 
new use for old 
meters. Talk 
about a great 
recycling idea! 

The  f i r s t 
meter, installed 
near St. Vincent de Paul, will be followed by 
more meters along Beach Drive and Central 
Avenue.

Twelve meters emblazoned with “The Power 
of Change” stickers can be found in various spots 
where people gather. Graphics of transportation, 
housing and meals indicate how some of the 
funds will be used. “This donation station is an 
opportunity to use your spare change to make a 
real change in ending homelessness in St. 
Petersburg,” is the message on the back of the 
meters.

Feel free to off your loose change into these 
meters and help your fellow man at the same time.

* * * * *

Duke eNergy iN aCtioN

A Duke Energy in Action team sprang into 
service in St. Petersburg on September 26, with 
a 14-member group gathering at the St. Petersburg 
Free Clinic to sort donated food. It took just more 
than hour for the team to unload, sort and re-box 
4,600 pounds of food donations – or 66 pounds 
per minute – that placed a pound of food in 
peoples’ hands every second.

“We are proud to help the Free Clinic with 
the meaningful work they do,” said Duke Energy 
Senior Information Analyst Jim Audette, who 
organized the event. “This is part of our United 
Way effort and we look forward to helping our 
in worthy community activities.” n

SPECIALIZING IN: Native Plants • Xeriscaping • Low-voltage lighting • Drip irrigation

Save Time and Money, 
and Enjoy Your Yard With 

New Low-maintenance Landscaping, 
Walkways, Patios and Lighting

 ––––––––––––––
Serving Pinellas County  Since 1983

––––––––––––––
Florida Native Plant Society

Award Winner

ATTRACTIVE
—

SENSIBLE
—

LANDSCAPING 

Call for Ideas and Free Estimate

flatwoodslandscaping.com 
727-278-6811 

 Make  
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Delivering Journals and Jobs
Molly O’Hara

A long-time resident of St. Pete, Jamie Mayo is 
the distribution manager here at the Northeast  
 Journal. It is a position she “fell in to,” but also 

one into which she has put her heart. Jamie has been 
with the Journal since the beginning, filling various 
spots as needed, but it was not until four years ago 
that she took over the management of the distribution 
for the bi-monthly paper. 

“Jen already had the process going, but as it became 
more to manage, she looked for more help, and I just 
kind of fell into it [the position]” Jamie said.

When she started, the delivery teams had anywhere 
between twelve and sixteen members and were mainly 
comprised of youth groups and volunteers. With over 
4,000 single-family homes in the targeted area, 
delivery began to get disorganized, teams were missing 
parts of the routes and other issues were cropping up. 
Jamie realized that she needed more organized and 
focused teams with fewer people, “even if it takes a 
longer time, using less people is productive and using 
more is less efficient.”

She has honed the distribution teams down to four 
to six people each. Every two months the teams come 
together to work in four-hour shifts over the course 
of three days, hand-delivering the Journal to those 
4,000 households. Jamie makes sure every delivery is 
special. The Journal is neatly placed in a biodegradable 
plastic bag (compliments of our advertiser, Rollin’ 
Oats) that is then hung around doorknobs, a personal 
touch that readers and the delivery teams both enjoy. 

“Everybody says hi, they all know who you are, 
they are real friendly. There are some people who 
don’t want flyers or anything on 
their door, but when they see 
that we have the magazine, they 
welcome it,” Donnie, a member 
of one of the delivery teams, 
noted.

Jamie laughed when she 
described meeting folks along the 
way,  “A lot of the time we are 
dressed casually and when we 
walk up to these people in their 
yards, they look surprised until 
they realize who it is.”

While delivery employees 
come and go, core team members 
are mostly underemployed men, 
including a group of friends who 
all needed a little extra help. Four 
years ago, Drew Crawford was the 
first to find out about the delivery 

teams and he quickly brought on his best friend 
Christian Wilkerson, and Christian’s brothers Garrett 
and Nick to work. 

The friends enjoy the work. When asked why, 
Christian replied echoing the thoughts of others,  “It’s 
a great experience, working outdoors, it’s a great time 
to just hang with friends, to relax, and just walk and 
deliver some papers.”

“Everybody there is real friendly, and we get to go 
through different neighborhoods. I like looking at the 
styles of the houses in different places,” Donnie 

responded.  
Jamie speaks highly of her 

hard-working teams, and when 
asked to divulge her favorite part 
of the job, she responded, “If I 
can give somebody the gift of 
work, that’s a big deal to me.” 
Her teams sometimes include 
pregnant women who need to 
make a little extra money and 
homeless individuals who have 
been recommended. Everywhere 
she goes, Jamie looks to employ 
those who need work. 

She has lost a few, learning 
the hard way that all deliverers 
need to sit down inside the back 
of the truck. “It was not funny at 
the time. Well, I’m still not sure 
if it is funny, but it’s definitely 

Christian Wilkerson, Nick Litle, Jamie Mayo and Drew Crawford are part of the team that delivers the Northeast Journal.
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The mission of the Heart Gallery of Pinellas & Pasco is to provide an emotionally safe way to connect children with families through a traveling exhibit 
featuring the faces and stories of local foster children ready for adoption. For more information, please visit the website at www.heartgallerykids.org. 

A Compassionate Soul

Age: 9

About Akeelah: Akeelah loves 
watching the Disney Channel, 
swimming, and being outside.  
She would like to change the 
world by helping homeless 
individuals find homes.  This 
creative and artistic young 
lady would like to become a 
pediatrician. 

Family: Akeelah would like to 
have a mom who likes to cook, 
looks like her and has other 
children.  She will need a 
parent who has the time to help  Akeelah maintain appointments with many 
providers as well as having room in her heart and her home.

THE HEART GALLERY

AKEELAH MARIAH
The Next Supreme Court Justice!

Age: 17

About Mariah: A future attorney, 

Mariah is straight-forward and 

outspoken.  Mariah loves to 

watch anything that shows on 

Oxygen as well as dancing and 

singing.  She describes herself as 

being honest, down to earth, 

independent, and funny. 

What makes her special:  Her 

confidence and her drive have 

helped to hold a part time job and 

maintain a high GPA.  

Family: Mariah would like to be an only child to a family that will help her achieve 

her goals. 

memorable.” Jamie was driving along the delivery routes with her team members 
in the back of the truck when she had to stop short to avoid an accident. When 
she stopped, the recoil knocked two of the team members out of the truck and 
onto the pavement. While the two who fell made it through with just a scrape or 
two, Jamie now double checks to make sure that no one is sitting on the side of 
the bed of the truck and that the tailgate is shut tight!

Managing the distribution is not Jamie’s only job either. She runs two businesses 
from home. The first is Reconciled!, a bookkeeping business. Jamie has been a 
bookkeeper for more than 30 years. She also started a business called Wife – For 
Hire, coincidentally the same month that the publisher of the Northeast Journal, 
Jen Macmillan, started the Journal.

I asked Jamie for more details about Wife – For Hire, which she described as a 
“cleaning business on steroids.” Wife – For Hire services include not only house-
cleaning, but also grocery shopping, bookkeeping, house painting, lawn care, and 
elder care. 

The skills she has gained from these two businesses have “definitely helped in 
the delivery process.” And the Journal has helped in her own business, as Jamie 
noted that one of her best accounting clients is someone who hired her the first 
year she was working for, and advertising in, the Northeast Journal. That client 
has stuck with her ever since. “It is my only printed form of advertising, and some 
of my best accounts, many of whom I now consider like family, have come from 
my advertisement in the Journal,” Jamie said. 

That is not the only way the two businesses have supported each other. Jamie 
has found employees for her company through her delivery teams.

Jamie loves St. Petersburg, “[I] am grateful for the small ways in which I am 

able to serve.” For Jamie Mayo, at the end of the day, employing those who need 
it the most and work the hardest is the biggest gift she can give.

For the Northeast Journal, supporting Jamie’s teams is paramount to the success 
of the paper, for more than just productivity. With the focus of the paper on ‘good 
people, good places, and good things happening,’ bringing very different people 
together and creating a closer community fits right in. n

Drew Crawford delivers a smile along with the Journal to ONE resident Lee Rightmyer.
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Contact Susan at 727. 259.3149 or 
advertise@northeastjournal.org
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AROUND THE BLOCK
loCal emPloyers to be hoNoreD For hiriNg PeoPle With 
Disabilities

Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) honored five outstanding employers for 
their commitment to hiring people with disabilities at the Disability 
Employment Awareness Celebration on Friday, October 31 at the 

Hilton St. Petersburg Bayfront. 
The five companies – College Hunks 

Hauling Junk, Hilton at Carillon Park, 
Ken Burke Clerk of Court, Lowe’s, and 
Morgan & Morgan – are all leaders in 
the business community for their 
willingness to give people with disabil-
ities a chance to show their abilities and 
shine on the job.

The free event, a celebration of 
Disability Employment Awareness Month, 
offered refreshments and informational 
booths and the ceremony began at 9am at 
the Hilton St. Petersburg Bay, 333 1st 
Street South, St. Petersburg, 33701.

A number of local dignitaries attended 

the event and showed their support of hiring people with disabilities including 
Rep. Larry Ahern, Rep Mark Danish, Rep Dwight Dudley, Rep Kathleen Peters, 
and St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman.

Honorees shared their experiences working with people with disabilities, as 
well as personal stories about how the decision has shaped their businesses or 
lives. Business leaders were encouraged to network with other businesses 

employing people with disabilities to 
compare notes and help strengthen the 
program.  

Learning about the benefits of hiring 
people with disabilities can open new 
doorways to employment. Vocational 
Rehabilitation (VR) is committed to 
helping people with disabilities become 
part of Florida’s workforce. VR has 82 
offices across Florida, and last year helped 
7,214 Floridians with significant disabil-
ities find or keep jobs. For more information 
about VR and its services, call (800) 
451-4327 or visit Rehabworks.org. n





METRO
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

201 2nd Avenue North 
St. Petersburg, FL  33701

1925 Kansas Ave NE
Stunning Waterfront Pool Home. Oversized 
Executive Style Master Suite. Private, Open 
Sailboat Water Access. 
3 BR, 2.5 BA, 2,823 Sq Ft, 2 CG 
Listed: $934,900

400 Beach Dr NE #1803 & #1701
Gorgeous Downtown Condos with Spectacular 
Views of Tampa Bay. JJ and the Z brought the 
Buyers to both of these Beautiful Condos.
Listed: $1,700,000 & $1,025,000

426 19th Ave NE
Classic Traditional Updated to the Highest 
Standards. First Floor Master Suite  
Overlooking the Pool & Patio. 
5 BR, 2.5 BA, +Office, 2,540 Sq Ft, 3 CG
Listed: $835,000 Sold 98% of List Price

              
Kathryn Krayer Zimring

 Julie Jones 556 21st Ave NE 
Old Northeast Estate on Double Lot.  
Tropical Landscaped Backyard and  
Situated on 2 Lots. Resort Style Pool.
5 BR, 4.5 BA, +Executive Office, 3,968 Sq Ft, 
2 CG, Pool. 
Listed: $1,440,000

635 13th Ave NE 
Classic Brick, Close to Downtown &  
the Waterfront Park. Exceptional Outdoor 
Kitchen & Entertaining Patio.
3 BR, 3 BA, 2,492 Sq Ft, 2 CG  
Listed: $735,000

1521 21st Ave N 
Euclid/St Paul Updated Bungalow. New 
Kitchen with French Doors to Paver Patio and 
Large Backyard, Bonus Room or Office.
2 BR, 1 BA, 928 Sq Ft, 1 CG 
Listed: $174,900

Sold

1833 Brightwaters Blvd NE 
Brightwaters Waterfront Estate Home. 
Built to the Highest Standards with 
Exceptional Finishes and Features. 
5 BR, 4.5 BA, Library, Fitness Room, 5,601 
Sq Ft, 3 CG
Listed: $3,800,000

1089 Cordova Blvd NE 
Newer Snell Isle Home Built in 2005. Two 
Suites on the First Level. Private Courtyard Pool. 
4 BR, 4.5 BA, 3,515 Sq Ft, 3 CG
Listed: $825,000

Celebrate the Season!

727-344-9191 
 Homes@JJandtheZ.com       

www.JJandtheZ.com
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