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A Way of Life
That No Longer Exists

H

A few Old Northeast residents have become angels for 8-year-old Sam Smirch.

Bless This Oktoberfest
A Rare Event

O

Linda Dobbs

ktoberfests are always good fun all over
the world: frolicking, singing, toasting,
and eating. But, truly the McCluskey’s
annual Neighbors and Friends Oktoberfest in the
Old Northeast’s Granada Terrace neighborhood
was most outstanding and exceptional this year.
It was blessed. Does that mean there was unlimited
free beer? No, read on.

T

hanksgiving Day will
soon be upon us.
Thanksgiving has a long
history. Some trace the earliest
documented Thanksgiving
celebration back to 1565 in St.
Augustine, Florida. Others
venerate the pilgrims at
Plymouth in 1621. George
Washington declared a day of
Thanksgiving in 1787. As a
holiday, Thanksgiving was
celebrated somewhat haphazardly until Abraham Lincoln
standardized it in 1863 as the

igh school reunions are so much a part of the fabric of
America. It’s what we do… at least some of us. Some don’t
ever want to go back – perhaps because of bad memories,
perhaps because of good memories. Maybe that was the prime of
our life and the ensuing years were not so good. Maybe we don’t
want to see or be seen. The past always looks better than it really
was. Some of us just don’t want to disturb it.
There are certainly enough of us, however, who want to, and
do, show up… to see old friends and tell old stories (always
enhanced somewhat by the passage of time). But mostly we just
want to remember and enjoy the people and a way of life that no
longer exists.
Now, obviously from that statement – a way of life that no
longer exists – you know I’m not talking about a five-year reunion
or even a ten-year. I’m talking fifty years! How about fifty years
in this old backyard right here? What was it like back then?
Where did everybody go? Have they scattered to the wind, or are
there a few who stayed in their hometown their whole life? It
might be fun to take a look. You see, St. Pete High had its fiftyyear reunion just a short time ago, the weekend of October 12-14.

Blessed not because of the beautiful Fall
weather, or the authentic German food, or the
happy German music, or the real German beer,
or the camaraderie of those gathered… get the
picture? Rather, it was blessed by the generous
spirit of giving. Blessed is a word the McCluskeys
use often to describe their lives. And blessed is
a word that deservedly should be used to
describe the good fortune of knowing the
Continued on page 18

Much to Be Thankful For
Will Michaels

Jim Sheehan

last Thursday in November.
This worked fairly well until
1939 when Franklin Roosevelt
decided to move it up to the
fourth Thursday in November
to allow more shopping days
before Christmas, an idea to
help us get out of the Great
Depression. Congress itself
reaffirmed the fourth Thursday
in 1941.
But how was Thanksgiving
celebrated in pioneer St.
Petersburg? One of the earliest
newspaper accounts is for
1902. For that Thanksgiving,
the various churches of the city

Themed postcards designed
in 1910 and
1911 celebrate
Thanksgiving.

joined together to hold a
“union” Thanksgiving. The St.
Petersburg Times described it as
“most appropriate, beautiful
and impressive throughout.
The great stage was magnificently decorated with products
peculiar to the clime: palms,
moss and great banks of fruit
Continued on page 24

This is what it was all about...old friends (three of whom went to nursery
school together, and all through school – even to St. Pete College. L to R:
Laureen Hendry Lynn, Susan Perry Draper, Sarah Becraft Bycnski, Georgia
Hopper Jones, Susan Woods Alderson, and Mary Ann Houk Saylor.

Before we visit the reunion itself, let’s take a brief walk down
memory lane. What was high school like in 1962 in St. Petersburg?
Think Ricky and David in Ozzie and Harriet meeting their friends
at the soda shop, or Richie and Fonzie in Happy Days meeting
up at Arnold’s. The boys were always dressed in slacks and a nice
shirt (except for The Fonz!), and the girls in a skirt and blouse…
at least for school. There were such wonderful relics as double
dates and drive-in movies, where everybody was trying to get to
know each other just a little better, even though somebody was
always coming around to check on you with a flashlight in hand.
After football games, it was off to Triplett’s. You just pulled in
and gave your order, and they’d put a tray on the door. Dean and
Hazel Triplett served the best hamburgers and steak sandwiches
you could get anywhere on the planet, with homemade French
fries, onion rings and a milk shake. It was a piece of heaven. The
memory is so strong you can still taste it today. There was the
world-famous Million Dollar Pier, and the most unusual drugstore
in the world: Doc Webb’s Webb City with mermaids, chimp acts,
and baseball playing ducks. What teenager could not have fun
in a town like this?
And then there was St. Pete High, the Green Devils. This
wasn’t just an ordinary school. This school dates back to 1898.
Many of the returning alumni had parents who were Green
Devils. The school building – a national treasure – was known
Continued on page 20

Margaret A. Kelleher, M.D.
Dermatology Partners of St. Petersburg, LLC.

727-821-3600
www.kelleherderm.com

Specializing in Adult and
Pediatric Dermatology

Now Accepting
New Patients
Immediate
Appointments
Available
Accept Most
Insurance Plans

• Skin Surgery
• Skin Cancer
• Psoriasis
• Eczema
• Rosacea

• Acne
• Moles, Warts,
Cysts, Rashes
• Scalp and Nail
Conditions,
and Hair Loss

Margaret A. Kelleher, M.D.

Board Certified, American Board of Dermatology
Fellow, American Academy of Dermatology

Also Specializing in
Cosmetic Medicine:
• Botox® • Facial Peels • Latisse®
• Fillers – Restylane®/ Sculptra®
•
Skin Care Products

Extended evening hours on Tuesdays for your convenience

1010WB

727-821-3600

560 Jackson St. N., Suite 304
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Office is located next to the east entrance of St. Anthony’s Hospital, off of 5th Avenue North between 10th & 12th Streets.
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P U B L IS H E R’S N OT E
It feels really good to belong
Everyone wants to belong. It’s human
nature and, at one time, necessary for
survival. It really is no different today...
only the stakes are usually not life or death!
What is prompting me to write about
this now? The holidays and being a
teenager. I shall explain…
This is the holiday issue, and the spirit
of the season creates an even greater need
to belong to something or someone. There
are numerous examples throughout this
edition that remind us of the importance of
family, friends, and community to our
emotional, physical and spiritual well-being.
I am in the middle of helping my older
daughter finish up her college applications.
The process is stressful, but wonderfully
gratifying at the same time. It forces both
parent and child to look back together at
who they used to be, who they are today,
and how far they have come as individuals
and as a parent/child team. One of the
themes that continued to resurface
throughout the essay-writing process for
my daughter was where she fit in and what
that meant to and for her. It made me
realize how excruciatingly painful it can
be trying to find one’s place in a typical
American high school. But, through it all,
each of us comes out the other side
having tested the waters, in a relatively
safe environment, in order to discover
where and with whom we fit best.
A perfect example of this is described in
the cover story about St. Pete High’s 50th
reunion class of 1962. Everyone should
read this story because it will appeal to
all ages for very different reasons. When
the Northeast Journal’s managing editor,
Susan Alderson, was interviewed for the
story (she was a member of that class),
she talked about how she remembered
her classmates as who they were then...
“but when she actually saw them again,
the roles they played so long ago had
vanished. They were all one; people who

had shared a sacred time in their lives.”
While they each found a micro-niche in
high school in which to belong, 50 years
later they are part of a larger community
sharing that common bond.
Being part of a larger community is
definitely “lifesaving” for Milo and Sam.
Each of these young boys faces lifethreatening illnesses, yet each is part of
a community of enormously giving and
caring people. The McCluskey’s annual
neighborhood Oktoberfest (see cover) and
Carly Thomas’ Snell Isle Sells white
elephant sales (see p. 8) raised $7200
and over $2000, respectively, for Sam
and Milo’s health-related expenses.
Belonging to each of those community
groups sure has its benefits – for givers
and receivers, alike!
And, now, with the holidays
approaching, it is time to focus on all of
the good we have in our lives. I would like
to thank our amazingly caring and
talented writers, and everyone else who
helps make this Journal so special. I love
belonging to this fabulous group we call
the Northeast Journal family. We certainly
are a diverse mix, but like most families,
while we may butt heads or differ in
opinions, our core values are shared, and
that is what keeps our sense of belonging
secure. I would like to send out a special
thank you to Bob Burns who has written
the Panther Page for many years. As with
other writers who have gone on to try
new things – Candy Lenderman, John
Gee and John Bailey – we will never say
goodbye, only farewell, and we look
forward to hearing from and about you as
you journey on.
Here is to belonging and to helping
others belong!

Jen

P.S. Please do what you can for the
Heart Gallery. These kids deserve to
belong to someone. See page 28 to find
out more.

Happy Holidays from the Northeast Journal Family
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...Sidewalk Saturday

lack Friday. Sidewalk Saturday.
Cyber Monday. Wait, what?
Sidewalk Saturday… what is that?
Well, I’ll tell you. Sidewalk Saturday
(Small Business Saturday) is the day
that follows the ominous Black Friday,
a day that encourages you to shop with
local small businesses for the holiday
season. Sidewalk Saturday simply asks
for you to make room in your shopping
schedule to help promote our local
small mom-and-pop shops. Want a list
of places to start peeping?

the popular Surf or City, newly located
on Central and 10th. Art Supplies for
your budding artist? Go support the
newly-opened Art Supply Store, with
the same smiling faces from the former
Central Art Supply, and great product
lines. Got a bookworm in the fam? Our
old faithful Haslam’s, which has become
a cornerstone of our book community,
is so comfortably well-known and
loved, like a pair of your favorite
slippers. It’s the bookstore that has it’s
own cats and features a Florida section...
Gallery, 1 of 1 Customs, 1 Love Studios,
handmade jewels at Strands of
Sunshine, home décor at SleeperWoods
and Treasures of Morrocco. Looking for
artwork? Look no further, this block
alone is host to a myriad of local talent
like Saint Paint Arts, Sebastian Thomas
Gallery, Dazzio Studios, Oleson Gallery,
and Bill Drugan Gallery inside the Crislip
Arcade, along with Red Zen Art and
Vision 47, owned by Victoria Arendt who
paints beautiful local scenes of
downtown St. Pete. Something off the

Here’s my big fat list for this year:
Start off on the famous 600 Block of
Central Avenue. This block is
jam-packed with shops that offer a
unique experience for one-of-a-kind
gifts. From edgy apparel (The Trunk
and All Sewn Up) and vintage duds
(MisRed Outfitters and Ramblin’ Rose)
to classic Florida and European couture
(Bijou’s Boutique and Cozette’s
Boutique), your clothing options here
are limitless. One-of-a-kind handmade
gifts? Hit up Eugenia Woods, Eve-N-Odd

I repeat, cats AND Florida books.
What about something totally
different? Try ArtPool on for size. You
could literally shop for anyone in this
store as it hosts a myriad of kitch, unique
jewels, and one-of-a-kind hunts. In the
one-of-a-kind vein, there also lies the
Craftsman House, and the brand-new
Michele Tuegal Gallery on the 400
Block. Each gallery features one-of-akind artisans both global and local.
Want me to say “one of a kind” again?
Okay! One of a kind!! You get the point.
wall? Try Enchanted Notions for a tarot
card reading or the new Dysfunctional
Grace Art that houses taxidermy-gonewild and one-of-a-kind art pieces that
command attention.
Want to venture off into the Edge
and Grand Central District? There you
will discover a plethora of antique finds
starting with The Iron Pelican, Janet’s
Antiques, Lion’s Paw, China Finders,
and Roco Traders just to name a few.
Something for your daughter who is too
cool for you? Check out the new digs of

Florida
Craftsmen
A statewide non-profit organization for fine craft art

Stocking Stuffers? A bag of Kawha
Coffee beans would be on my list. And
a record or two from Daddy Kool
Records or Banana’s Records for your
music lover, gift cards from Hooker Tea,
Paciugo Gelato’s on Beach Drive, or
any of the restaurants on that strip
would be a great start for gift ideas.
I recently jumped on board an affiliation called The 3/50 Project which
helps promote independent retailers via
iPhone App and online promotions. I
read on their site, “for every $100 spent
in locally-owned independent stores,
$68 returns to the community though
taxes, payroll, and other expenditures.
If you spend that in a national chain
only $43 stays here. Spend it online and
nothing stays here.” That really hit hard
with me, and I hope it hits you, too.
There are tons of struggling small shops
that need your help this holiday season,
so keep an eye out on Facebook, Twitter,
and follow Keep Saint Petersburg Local
on Facebook for all the different sales
we will be offering this year. Not an
online person? Get out on Sidewalk

Experience
the Magic

November 2nd - December 29th
The ultimate shopping experience with
fine jewelry, clay, glass, ornaments &
more hand crafted by Florida’s most
talented artisans
501 Central Ave. St. Petersburg, Fl 33701
727.821.7391 www.floridacraftsmen.net

CraftArt Festival

November 17 & 18, 2012

Downtown St. Petersburg Central Ave. & 5th Street

Saturday and you’ll see the bountiful
gift ideas that will catch your eye and
make for the perfect one-of-a-kind
thoughtful gift. You will also sleep well
at night knowing that you are supporting
hard-working, local small businesses
which are thriving in this community.
Thanks for your support! n

Dwd

REAL ESTATE

“

O N

T H E

D
SOL

D
SOL

M O V E

2012 has been quite the robust year for real estate in Tampa Bay. And with all of
this activity, we understand how it can be increasingly difficult for consumers to
find the home of their dreams.

106 28TH AVE

On our award-winning website, www.smithandassociates.com, you can
find the home of your dreams in just a few clicks. Our dynamic, feature-rich
website features local neighborhood information and sales statistics -- giving
our customers comprehensive market knowledge to make the most informed
real estate decisions. And as a bonus, prospective buyers can register for e-blast
alerts to be the “first to know” when a listing enters the market.

756 18TH AVE NE

Last Listed Price $2,500,000
Ali Bearnarth

D
SOL

Last Listed Price $775,000
Sharon Kantner

D
SOL

There is no better time than now to buy or sell real estate, no matter what your
luxury is. We have the right property for your needs and at the right price.
Visit www.smithandassociates.com to view all of your options and let one of
our experienced associates help you execute your real estate transaction every
step of the way.

5301 GULF BLVD #F304
Last Listed Price $660,000
Collette & Glen Richardson

Robert P. Glaser, President/CEO

1500 1ST ST N

Last Listed Price $450,000
Cynthia Serra & James Newman

FEATURED PROPERTIES

851 BRIGHTWATERS BLVD NE
Offered at $3,595,000
5 Bed | 6 ½ Bath | 7,029 SF
Frank Malowany 727.432.1176

808 BRIGHTWATERS BLVD NE

3111 BAYSHORE BLVD NE

506 18TH AVE NE

Offered at $899,000
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,698 SF
Yon Maguire/Sanderford 727.204.1904

Offered at $850,000
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 3,923 SF
Gabbard/Knighton 727.798.6216

146 20TH AVE N

475 RAFAEL BLVD NE

Offered at $519,999
3 Bed | 2 ½ Bath | 1,916 SF
Jackie Comstock 727.420.7694

1107 3RD ST N

Offered at $410,000
3 Bed | 2 ½ Bath | 2,029 SF
Drew Glaser 813.951.1264

1272 CORDOVA BLVD NE

Offered at $2,698,000
5 Bed | 5 ½ Bath | 5,554 SF
Newman/Allen 727.481.8032

Offered at $1,235,000
4 Bed | 2 ½ Bath | 4,543 SF
Frank Malowany 727.432.1176

435 17TH AVE NE

1705 BAYOU GRANDE BLVD NE

125 21ST AVE NE

630 BRIGHTWATERS BLVD NE

Offered at $719,900
4 Bed | 3 ½ Bath | 3,046 SF
Yon Maguire/Sanderford 727.643.7346

Offered at $510,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,327 SF
Rhonda Sanderford 727.643.7346

145 13TH AVE NE

Offered at $399,900
3 Bed | 2 ½ Bath | 2,158 SF
Bearnarth/Vorwerck 727.560.4377

701 25TH AVE N

Offered at $462,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,222 SF
Tom Young 727.946.9101

Offered at $399,900
4 Bed | 2 ½ Bath | 2,700 SF
Tia Hockensmith 727.422.6127

1.855.580.3758 | www.smithandassociates.com
Tampa | St. Petersburg | Clearwater

1400 BEACH DR NE

Offered at $1,650,000
6 Bed | 4 ½ Bath | 4,799 SF
Frank Malowany 727.432.1176

226 5TH AVE NE

Offered at $545,000
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,392 SF
Debbie Momberg 727.560.1571

Offered at $340,000
2 Bed | 2 ½ Bath | 1,378 SF
Lee Stratton 727.432.8408

Offered at $460,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,921 SF
Marian Yon Maguire 727.204.1904

861 29TH AVE N

Offered at $235,000
2 Bed | 1 Bath | 1,168 SF
Julie Simmons 727.687.7487
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Carly’s Caring: Captivating a Community
Askia Muhammad Aquil, with daughter Ashley Aisha Aquil

Y

ou just knew this was the spot, as soon as you
turned the corner onto the busy Snell Isle street.
Merchandise, energized shoppers, and
excitement spilled out of the three-car garage across
the spacious home’s driveway, front yard and sidewalk.
Cars were parked facing in both directions along the
sides of the road. Eager customers were coming and
going on foot.
Carly caused it. Her caring made this happen. Carly
Thomas, the 12-year-old Shorecrest Prep Academy
seventh-grader ignited this outpouring of love and

community support. Her compassion lit the spark that
burst into a flame for her younger sister, Jenna’s, threeyear-old friend and former pre-school classmate,
Milo Hill. Milo is currently undergoing a three-yearlong chemotherapy treatment for leukemia at All
Children’s Hospital.
The daily routine of Milo’s father, Sean, and his
mother, Jana, has been radically altered by their need
to devote 24-hour attention to their only child. Sean
now works nights in order to be at home with Milo
during the day, while Jana teaches school. Milo is
highly susceptible to infections because of his
weakened immune system, thus he cannot attend
his pre-school any more. The Hill family’s financial
challenges have increased as a direct result of Milo’s
cancer diagnosis last July and by the costs associated
with his lengthy medical treatment.
“He is responding well to the treatment and his
condition has improved. Naturally, he has lost his
hair,” Jana said keeping a watchful eye on Milo as he
played wearing his baseball cap.
When she learned about all of this, Carly felt
compelled to help the Hill family by raising at least
$2,000 to go directly toward covering some of Milo’s
medical expenses. For Carly, the opportunity was
right, the timing was perfect, and this good deed suited
her personality. She was in the process of selecting a
mitzvah project in keeping with the Jewish tradition
for boys and girls who are coming of age. When she
learned about Milo and the Hill family’s situation,
she knew right away this was the project for her.
The idea of inviting fellow human beings to share
with Milo and his family in their time of need spoke
loudly to her. A successful effort would have a direct
benefit to the family, plus it would help heal the world
of some of its brokenness by bringing people together
around a good cause.

Carly’s mother, Amy, and her stepfather, Lee
Friedman, along with other family members and
friends immediately sprang into action in support of
Carly’s good deed. They set their plan into motion to
use the annual “Snell Isle Sells” white elephant sales
event as the platform for her fundraising.
Carly combed her room for personal possessions to
include in the sale. “I have to give credit to my mom,”
Carly said. “I helped her. But she planned the whole
garage sale, planned what to bake, and sent out an
email to neighbors and to my school. The word spread
pretty quickly. Everybody helped spread the word and
solicit donations of items to sell,” she said.
They reorganized the garage to make room as
merchandise started pouring in. They set up an
account in the name of Jana Hill at Wells Fargo Bank
to receive funds. Carly even worked the phones,
raising over $700 dollars in advance from family and
friends who live elsewhere.
And so on sunny Saturday morning, October 13th,
family members, friends, neighbors, and total strangers
came from throughout Snell Isle, Northeast St.
Petersburg, and the far corners of the city. They came
because Carly made a difference and called them out.
“Sometimes I care about others more than I care
about myself. I wanted to make it better for Milo,”
the pint-sized dynamo shared as she moved through
the crowd. “I am buying this item myself,” she told

Carly will be bat mitzvahed in December. Amy
and Lee are very proud of Carly and what she has
done. “I am not surprised,” said Lee. “Carly has always
been one who cared for other people.”
“Carly empowered us all,” added Barbara Heck,
former president of the Snell Isle Neighborhood Association and the Council of Neighborhood Associations
(CONA). Barbara coordinates the “Snell Isles Sells”
garage sale event. “ Carly has been such an inspiration.
Everyone wanted to pitch in and help. This lovely
girl said ‘I can;’ we said ‘Well, we can, too.’”
Carly’s mother reported late Saturday after the
garage sale had ended that $2,466 was raised for Milo
and his parents… thanks to Carly’s caring. n
Askia Muhammad Aquil is a native of St. Petersburg. He is the
president and CEO of Community Housing Solutions, Inc. He
is vice president of the Florida Rainbow PUSH Coalition and
president of the Muslim American Criminal Justice Association,
Inc. He is an active member of the St. Petersburg Clergy Association, and serves on its Interfaith Events Planning Committee.
He served on the board of directors of the National Conference
for Community and Justice (now Community Tampa Bay) and
Congregations United for Community Action (CUCA). He is
the former executive director of St. Petersburg Neighborhood
Housing Services, and the former Deputy Director of the St.
Petersburg Housing Authority.

her mother at one point. With a momentary puzzled
look, Amy briefly turned her attention from a customer
to her daughter as Carly explained with sound business
logic how she intended to finance the transaction.
“Certainly this personal quality of kindness and
caring has a lot to do with the values instilled in Carly
through her family and her home environment,” said
Rabbi Michael Torop of Temple Beth-El located on
Pasadena Boulevard. Rabbi Torop has counseled with
Carly and her family. He knows them well. He also
knows that Carly’s caring is a reflection of the central
values, teachings and traditions of her Jewish faith.
“Carly is an inspiration for lots of people. Her actions
demonstrate that she is prepared to accept more
responsibility for herself as a young adult, and more
responsibility for how she is going to live a Jewish life
within the context of her family, community, society,
and world,” Rabbi Torop explained. “Her mitzvah
project emerged organically out of the relationship
between the two families, Jenna’s relationship with
Milo in pre-school, and the financial repercussions
on the family of his prolonged medical treatment.”

ASL M e d ia a n d t h e N o r t h e a s t Jo u r n a l
P ro udl y Spo ns o r t h e G o o dn es s In deed Pag e
a nd Wish E v er yo n e a H a ppy New Year!
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OPEN HOUSE
THURSDAY
JANUARY 17
9:00 AM

PRESCHOOL (AGE 3) GRADE 8

Reduced
Preschool Tuition

• Child-centered, nurturing environment
• Students receive individual attention and learn through inquiry and
project-based studies in small classes
• Emphasis on creative problem solving and critical thinking
• Award-winning teachers with degrees in education; 60% with a M.Ed. or Ph.D.
• Dynamic, interactive technology: 500+ flat-screen computers, document
cameras, hand-held GPS, smartboards and iPads
• Strong sense of community and parent partnerships
• Extended care and after-school activities including yoga, creative writing,
athletics, gardening, chess, drumming, community service, theater and cooking

Shorecrest
PREPARATORY SCHOOL

PRE-K (AGE 3) THROUGH GRADE 12
5101 First St. NE • St. Petersburg, FL 33703

Expect the Best…

727.456.7511 • www.shorecrest.org
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Elizabeth Scarwid and Moose
5th Avenue NE

Jayne Brynteson and Emma
10th Avenue N

Tiffany Jensen Diamond and Ace
6th Avenue N

To Submit Photos
to People and Pets
Email your HIGH RES digital photo
to susie2wong@gmail.com
Please include your name,
address, phone number and pet’s name.
Photos by Susan Woods Alderson
unless otherwise noted.
Chris Lang and Sasha
14th Avenue NE.

Shelly Shukys and Hazel
23rd Avenue N

Colleen Hutchison and Lola
4th Street N

Beth Bridges and Logan
10th Avenue N

Janet Barriball and Lilly
28th Avenue N
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Scott J. Petrucci, ChFC
727.525.8484
www.scottpetrucci.com

spetrucci@pfginc.com
6345 Tanglewood Dr NE
St. Petersburg, FL

NEW DVD
Hatch Your 9 Box!
available to help understand
how Scott manages assets
Get Yours Now!

Natural Gas. Clean and Green.
How can you increase the energy efficiency of your home without
compromising comfort? Natural Gas. The direct use of natural gas is
nearly 60% more efficient and can help reduce certain greenhouse gas
emissions up to 70%.

Peoples Gas is Florida’s largest natural gas provider. We’re working for
your home, our world – and your budget.

Nearly two million Floridians enjoy using natural gas. Do you? Find out
more at peoplesgas.com/enjoy and see if you qualify for up to
$1,750 in cash-back rebates.

Let’s G o!
©

S t. Pe te’s m o s t r e li a bl e!

D o g Wa l k i n g & Pe t s it t i n g
Ho u s e C h e c k+
We offer many services that relieve your
stress and take care of things when
you’re out. Whether it’s daily workday
walks for Fido or keeping an eye on the
homestead in your absence.

Learn more onlineor call us any time.

727 -483 -4554

more info: aWal k Ar oun dT heBlo c k.c o m

Call to Receive Your DVD Today
Securities offered through Walnut Street Securities, Inc Member FINRA,SIPC. Advisory Services through PFG Financial Advisors.
PFG is not a subsidiary or control affiliate of Walnut Street Securities, Inc. L1011210975 exp 0912 All States,DC,GU,MP,PR,VI
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Progress Energy Program: Home Advantage

D

Mary Hampton

o you know of a cost-effective
way to meet Energy Star and
Florida’s Energy Code requirements? Have you heard about Progress
Energy’s Home Advantage program?
Well, some of your neighbors in NE St.
Petersburg know first-hand about this
wonderful program.

What is the Home Advantage
Program?
Progress Energy’s Home Advantage
program is one in the portfolio of several

due to upgraded insulation. Oh... and
did we mention that the homeowners
may qualify for special financing opportunities such as Energy Star and
Energy-Efficient mortgages? For information regarding these mortgages,
contact the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development for an efficient
Mortgage Home Owner Guide.

How can I receive information
Progress Energy
Home Advantage program?

about the

In Pinellas County, the Progress
Energy account executive for the Home

Eric Higgs, CEO, LumaStream, is standing by the area where low-voltage transformers are
being mounted for LED lighting.

Demand Site Management programs
offered to its customers. The focus of
Home Advantage is to work with Florida
home builders who design and build
energy-efficient homes. A Home
Advantage home can save Progress
Energy customers money, provide
greater comfort, and help protect the
environment by using less energy. In
turn, these homes can potentially hold
higher resale value.

What energy-saving features
are required?

Home Advantage homes must meet
certain standards set forth by Progress
Energy and filed with the Florida Public
Service Commission, and exceed a
higher level of efficiency than that
required by the Florida Energy Code.
Some of these energy-saving features
may include: efficient heating and
cooling systems, efficient insulation,
properly-sealed ducts, and high performance windows. Homes built to Energy
Star levels are approximately 10% more
efficient than a typical home.

What are the benefits of the
Home Advantage program?

Home Advantage homes bring joy
to its residents by reflecting lower
monthly electric bills. The Home
Advantage home helps save more in
heating and cooling costs. These costs
are lowered due to cutting energy that
might have previously been lost through
duct work. The home inhabitants
become more comfortable year-round

Advantage program is Gary Cook. Gary
told us, “I thoroughly enjoy representing Progress Energy for the Home
Advantage program. I have worked
with a company called Windstar Homes
to provide the successful Home
Advantage program, and to discuss
energy-efficient issues, as well. Windstar
Homes surrounds themselves with a
winning team from the top down.
There are several other builders in our
area who also participate in our Progress
Energy program. I am proud to have the
relationship and rapport with all of
them. Together, we lower the carbon
footprint… one house at a time.” To
learn more about Progress Energy’s
Home Advantage program, visit www.
progress-energy.com/FloridaHA or call
1-877-426-0004.

Is there a Home Advantage
home in northeast St. Pete?

A St. Petersburg home is presently
being constructed as a Home Advantage
home. It is located at 117 Bay Point
Drive NE. This home, owned by David
and Elizabeth Samuelson, boasts a
state-of-the-art LED lighting panel, an
Energy-Star roof, HVAC system, mastic
on all joints, seams, and connections,
and attic spray insulation.

Contractors working on Home
Advantage homes

Bobby Gross, owner of Windstar
Homes, said, “Our company began in
1996. Building green homes is our
standard. We are a full-service company,

offering the award-winning talents of
architects, construction professionals,
and interior design experts. My partner,
David Lesser, recently completed
LEED certification requirements in the
specialty area of new home construction.
David will also pursue a LEED fellowship
to earn a rating higher than AP. Our
employees are on the front line of the
educational process. They help customers
every step of the way. We enjoy hearing
from our customers that they are
delighted with their energy bills.”
Paul Kellar, superintendent at
Windstar Homes said, “In the fifteen
years I have worked for Windstar
Homes, I constantly notice that we get
better and better with the construction
of each home. We utilize great products
that are good for the environment. My
job is to help mediate at meetings with
contractors, sub-contractors, and
homeowners. On occasion, I even help
a little bit with some babysitting, too.
We appreciate the fine work of all our
contractors. We sponsor an appreciation event each year to thank them for
all their accomplishments.”
Described as a “top notch HVAC
contractor, Kron West is a company
that started in 1984. President Mark
Kron said, “There are many factors in
the building industry that contribute
toward making the air conditioning
system work. For example, the use of
insulation, like Icynene, helps make the
air conditioning system shine. The

well-insulated home. If an attic is well
sealed, a homeowner can expect a 50%
savings in energy costs. The indoor
quality will be far superior by keeping
out allergens, particulates, and pollen.
The home will experience less noise
pollution as it will be unable to enter
through the home’s attic. My father
started this company over twenty years
ago. I have learned that installation of
the insulation is really an art form. In
the future, additional insulation workers
will be needed as home sales increase.”
Eric Higgs, CEO of LumaStream,
said, “LumaStream has its headquarters
in St. Petersburg, but it also has offices
in Seattle, WA; Washington, D.C.;
Germany and Toronto, Canada. We are
excited that LED lighting has the largest
impact of any green effort. LED systems
are rapidly replacing more traditional
lighting methods. LED lighting is eliminating the need for heavy wiring,
conduit, and other types of gear. We’re
using highly-efficient materials, getting
power reductions up to 90%, and HVAC
reductions of 30%.”
Progress Energy’s Home Advantage
program is definitely designed to
encourage builders to exceed the Florida
Building Code requirements for energy
conservation. Windstar Homes is one of
several builders who are participating as
a Home Advantage builder since 2008.
We look forward to having many
Home Advantage homes in Northeast
St. Petersburg. n

Insulation is a necessity in maintaining optimal indoor air quality and energy efficiency.

result is to lower the load of the house…
which is preferable to raising the
heating/cooling capacity. Another
result is the tremendous improvement
in dehumidification. Air conditioning
effectiveness is also based upon the
overall design of the duct system, as well
as the quality of the air conditioning
equipment. Properly-designed systems
will save money for the life of a system.”
Ryan Daniel works as a sales representative of Daniel Insulation. Ryan
said, “Lower electric bills and heating/
cooling cost savings are the result of
HVAC efficiency, and the result of a

Related References: www.progress-energy.
com, www.nfrc.org, www.energystar.gov,
www.fsec.ucf.edu/en/, www.resnet.us, www.
windstarhomes.com, www.kronwest.com,
www.windstarhomes.com/pdf/PR-2011Auroras.pdf
Mary Hampton is a retired educator who moved
to Florida in 2007 from New York. Since
arriving in Florida, she has been doing non-stop
research regarding the topics of recycling and
sustainability. She has been on a quest to meet
people who are also interested and involved in
these topics. In 2009, Mary founded the
Seminole Discussion Group on Recycling and
Sustainability. To contact Mary, email her at
queenofrecycle@hotmail.com.
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A R O U N D THE BL OC K
Trunk or Treat

D

r. Elizabeth Staves, DDS, and her staff want to thank the PTA of
Shore Acres Elementary School for their spooktacular Trunk or
Treat on October 26th. Dr. Staves and Hillary had a blast seeing
many of our families from their office, and meeting many new faces.
Shore Acres also had a decorated car/trunk contest, a costume contest,
a drawing for class-decorated pumpkins, popcorn, glow necklaces, drinks
and a whole lot more. The school firmly believes in “community unity.”

Driveways
Patios
Walkways/Entries
Pool Decks
Retaining Walls
Raised Planting Beds
Fire Pits
We sell retail to the public

Paving the Way,
Brick by Brick
ICPI Certified
PCCLB LIC# C-10276
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned & Operated

727-522-7800
www.sipavers.com

New Office, Showroom and Display

3651 54th Avenue North
St Petersburg

A D V E RT I S E
in the JOURNAL
Contact Susan at
727. 259.3149 or
northeastjournal@gmail.com
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Snell Isle Scene
Bob Burns

WANTED: Volunteer reporter for this bi-monthly
column. Those interested please contact editor
Susan Alderson at 727-823-0430 or email
susie2wong@gmail.com.
*****

Bucket listing in South Dakota

Y

es, this is my farewell column for the Northeast
Journal. I have immensely enjoyed this volunteer
assignment during the last six years, which also
included Around the Block and features. I find – maybe
because I am aging at least a little bit – that it takes
more time to accomplish projects that I once whipped
out rapidly. I, therefore, want to concentrate my stillconsiderable energy on my top priorities... namely
family, community service, and my Bucket List agenda.
When I complete that list, I will compose another one!
This has been fun getting to know neighbors with
fascinating interests, backgrounds, and accomplishments which, except for this column, I may never have
encountered. Our beloved canine pets resulted in

several stories because of our walks in the neighborhood! Gone-but-never-forgotten are Maggie, Dixie,
and Buddy. Special thanks to neighbors and friends
Bob Andelman, Jim Gillespie, and Marilyn Hobbs who
constantly kept eyes open for story possibilities.
Snell Isle is an incomparable place to live. Its
beauty is unparalleled with its Perry Snell era homes
and statues along with the contemporary. Our
neighbors are among the finest that can be found
anywhere: caring, talented, friendly, just plain good
people. I can’t imagine living anywhere else.
Our neighborhood is just minutes from venues that
are important to me personally, and to most of our
residents. How fortunate we are to have the Palladium
and Mahaffey Theaters, and the Poynter Institute
which showcases leading journalists. We’re close to
downtown and Tampa, and just over the bridge from
Fourth Street restaurants and stores. We are home to
a multitude of prominent writers and journalists,
among them Bob Andelman, Phil Gailey, Paul Tash,
Dave Scheiber, Anne Long, Mary Evertz, and Dennis
LeHane. Most of us will always have memories of
Pepin and Rollande et Pierre, two delightful nearby
eateries whose doors have closed. And can we ever
forget the elegant Christmas displays of Doc Webb
and Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus?
It has been my privilege to write about many
outstanding people including Kathy Oathout, Al
May, Warrick Dunn, Bill Heller, and Skip Holtz, to
name just a few. My successor will undoubtedly present
his or her own perspective which I look forward to
enjoying. If you are interested please contact Susan
Alderson, the editor of this unique publication.
*****
Popular Florida novelist, Randy Wayne White,
appeared for a book signing September 5 at Haslams.

NORTHEAST JOURNAL

He spoke briefly to some fifty fans, and visited leisurely
with each as he signed their books. The Fort Myersbased author centers his stories around Sanibel and
Captiva, most featuring a marine biologist/ former spy
named Doc Ford. His latest, entitled Gone, introduces
a new character named Hannah Smith, a descendent
of a woman in an earlier novel. White, who owns Doc

Popular Florida novelist Randy Wayne White

Ford’s Rum Bar and Grille on Sanibel Island, has
written 27 novels, including seven under the Randy
Striker pseudonym, and seven works of non-fiction.
The personable author, a veteran fishing guide, enjoys
windsurfing and playing baseball – not unlike his
fictional Doc Ford. n
A long-time St. Petersburg resident and financial professional, Bob
Burns is a Realtor with Prudential Tropical Realty’s Northeast
office, 2331 4th Street N. He is an arbitrator for the Financial
Industry Regulatory Authority, and the author of The Lady of
the House Within Me – Fifty Years of the Notre Dame Spirit
published by Southern Heritage Press. Bob serves several
community organizations. Bob’s email is rsbnd59@yahoo.com.
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Westminster
Palms

A continuing care
retirement community

If you care about your home,
contact someone who will
care as much as you do!

G UARANTEE

YOUR FUTURE!
Call today to learn how
our community will give
you and your loved ones the
guarantee of a safe future!

727-456-7103
www.WestminsterRetirement.com

Interior-exterior painting and restoration, exterior carpentry and
masonry repairs, tile roof cleaning and painting, pool decks,
garage floors and makeovers, interior plastering and texturing.
Call us for all your home needs!
Free Estimates & References Lic #8165
www.tropicalpainting.com

727-804-9710
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(Mission) Accomplished:
Personal Enrichment and a
Perspective Shift

F

Sara Wolski

ormer HONNA Board member
Tracey Locke has been a force in our
local community for years. Between
her activism on behalf of Paris Hamilton
that spurred a youth program to stand up
against gang violence, her ongoing work
with the Florida Holocaust Museum,
and her promotion of The Old Northeast
as a spotlight-worthy historic neighborhood (which resulted in its inclusion
in This Old House magazine’s best old
house neighborhoods), Tracey is always
creating, always in motion.
The inspiration for her newest
creation came while attending an event
at which the Dalai Lama spoke. Tracey
expected to come away from his presentationwithanewdepthofunderstanding,
a whole new outlook, and vast introspective knowledge. However, it was a
funny, almost silly, story about childhood
that sparked her idea. The Dalai Lama
was talking about children: how one
day they will quarrel, someone will be
pushed, will fall, might be hurt. The
next day, the children forget their
quarrel. The wounds are patched up,
both physical and spiritual. The next
day, the children continue to play.
His message: Be more childlike. As
a country, as adults, as a world, we need
to learn from our children and emulate
them. We need to forget the hurts of
the previous day and move on, eyes open
with wonder, no grudges or revenge
spoiling the vast opportunities of
adventure in the coming day.
Tracey captured that message in her
blog aptly named Be More Childlike.
The blog focuses on Tracey’s attempts
to personally channel more childlike
wonder, enthusiasm, forgiveness, and
spontaneity in her daily life. She
captures moments with her children
that, with this new mindset, make her
realize the subtle essence of childhood:
unabashed self-expression, unbridled
joy, unencumbered imagination.
Tracey began blogging this summer
and already has a large arsenal of
thoughts, reflections, and questions for
her readers. She’s found comfort (and
humor) in many of her readers’ shared

experiences, once they start noticing
life from a more childlike perspective.
Tracey has infused the blog with imaginative elements, like Time Travel
Tuesday and Big Idea Monday, encouraging her growing readership to
contribute their ideas and reflections
on these topics as well. Similarly, each
month is themed with a childlike
quality and a well-balanced reading list
of some fun, informative, and very
thought-provoking books. Another
element of Tracey’s project is a Little
Free Library nook outside her home,
where neighbors are encouraged to take
a book and leave a book.
As a former publicist and TV news
anchor, Tracey is a champion of keeping
an open mind, and constantly soaking up
new knowledge and skills like a sponge.
With this blog, she’s teaching herself the
most effective methods of utilizing social
media to build a publicity platform. “I’m
learning every day,” Tracey says. “It’s
quite an experiment – we’ll see where it
leads.” Follow Tracey’s journey at
BeMoreChildlike.Blogspot.com. n
* * * * *

Dennis Lehane’s Newest Release

H

arperCollins has just released
Old Northeast resident Dennis
Lehane’s next book in his

Tracey with her two children at the Little Free Library

Prohibition-era trilogy, Live by Night.
Lehane brings the story to Tampa, to
the rum-running industry of old Ybor
City; his characters deal with social and
economic upheaval, the mob, and the law.
Reviewer Jen Forbus has described
the book as a “love story wrapped in a
crime story, infused with a character
study, submerged in a social novel and
then topped off in a period piece – and
the complexity and interdependence of
all these layers make Live by Night
irresistibly compelling. Lehane’s
extensive knowledge of both the period
and the geography is undeniable, and
his delineation of the cultural and social
hierarchies in his Southern Florida
setting builds an atmosphere reminiscent
of both F. Scott Fitzgerald and Langston
Hughes.” Grab a copy and see for
yourself (DennisLehane.com). n

Sara Wolski is a former literary agent and
editorial consultant and has lived in The Old
Northeast for two years. She now works in the
corporate training industry and specializes in
game-based simulations and product development. Sara previously worked in the publishing
industries of New York, London and Los Angeles
and is a graduate of New York University.
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A RO UN D T HE BLO CK
Going Wild at Weedon
November 15
Archaeology Lecture: Cultural Modification of Vertebrate Fossils
Robert Sinibaldi, Ph.D. and former president of the Tampa Fossil Club,
presents interesting facts and information from his latest book about the
cultural modification of fossils by early people. These prehistoric finds
deal with the overlap between archaeology and paleontology. 7 to 8 p.m.
Free; advance registration requested.
November 17
Photography Hike
This hike is a perfect opportunity for adult photographers to hone their
skills. After a classroom session highlighting specific wildlife behaviors
and focus tips, guides will assist participants in capturing the natural
beauty outdoors. 8 to 10 a.m. Free; advance registration required.
December 6
Salty Topics – The Feeding Biology of Sharks and Bony Fishes
Marine research speaker, Dr. Philip Motta, has spent over 30 years
studying the feeding biology of coral reef fish and sharks. He will share
highlights of decades of research investigating the structure and function
of shark’s teeth, bite force in fish, shark feeding biology, prey capture
behavior of sharks, the function of mako shark scales and movement
patterns of reef fish. Dr. Motta how he brings this research to the classroom
at the University of South Florida. 6:45 to 8 p.m. Free; advance registration required.
December 14
Great Weedon Bird Quest
Learn the identifying marks and behaviors of our feathered year-round
residents and seasonal visitors while helping us compile an annual
checklist of the preserve’s birds. These hikes are designed to take advantage
of all levels of birding experience. Binoculars and bird guides are available.
8 to 10 a.m. Free; advance registration required.

Photo by Brent Johnston

Ongoing
Connecting People and Place
This is an art-inspired, permanent hands-on educational exhibit of the
area’s history, ecology and people at the Weedon Island Preserve Cultural
and Natural History Center, 1800 Weedon Drive NE, St. Petersburg. 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday through Saturday; closed Sunday through
Wednesday and holidays.

Weedon Island Preserve
Cultural and Natural History Center
1800 Weedon Drive NE, St. Petersburg FL 33702
(727) 453-6500
www.weedonislandpreserve.org
Center Hours: Open Thursday-Saturday, 9am-4pm
Closed Sunday-Wednesdays, December 24 & 31, County Holidays
Preserve Hours: Open daily, 7am to time posted,
approximately 15 minutes before sunset.
Daily closing time is posted at the entrance to the Preserve.
Closed November 23 & December 25
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OKTOBERFEST Continued from page 1

McCluskeys. How that is most paradoxical will be
explained later.
First of all, Charlie and Linda McCluskey gave
hours of their time and moved tons of stuff outside
– you know, the usual stuff that hosts do. They moved
their grill, tons of chairs, tables, lights, electric cords,
a sound system, plates, glasses, forks, candles, table
cloths, coolers, ice, decorations – have I forgotten
anything? And, they hired the local German
restaurant, Café Vienna, to cater the event. That’s
the usual scene; but, this time there was the unusual:
three long tables full of fabulous donated door prizes
worth thousands of dollars! And, they were all beautifully presented in baskets provided and decorated by
the McCluskeys. Definitely the crowd was blessed.
And, so was Sam Smirch of Lutz blessed. How are
the Oktoberfest and Sam connected? The festival
became a fundraiser for Sam. He and his family are
the recipients of the more than $7,200 raised by the

Linda and Charlie McCluskey pay it forward.

McCluskey’s Oktoberfest and Gift of Life Benefit
Raffle. Why? Sam, the 8-year-old, grandnephew of
McCluskey’s neighbors, Smytty and Janie Mulligan,
has suffered from Alpha 1
Antitrypsis Deficiency
since birth. He is now
listed to get a new liver at
a hospital in Pittsburgh
(that’s a blessing in itself),
but his family will be
suffering real hardship
with the cost of a
procedure, which can
exceed $500,000. This
donation (which is still
growing) will ease their
worries.
“We’ll be the wind to
help them through the
storm,” said Linda with
great feeling. “After all, we
know what it is like to be
in survival mode,” she
noted. Yes, they do. The
McCluskey’s daughter,

November/December 2012
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Katie, was also born with
a genetic disease,
Infantile Polycystic
Kidney. In 1989, when
she was only 2 1/2 years
old, she was the first
kidney transplant
recipient at All
Children’s Hospital.
Then in 2010, she
received a liver and
kidney transplant at
Tampa General Hospital.
“We have been blessed,” asserted Linda, as Charlie Beau Bourgeois (a friend of the McCluskeys and a
nodded in agreement. Blessed? That is the paradox: native Floridian) is an undiscovered talent! Remember
their daughter was born with a life-threatening that for your next fundraiser… he could sell the
disease, but they feel blessed! “It’s about people Brooklyn Bridge or land in the Everglades.
helping each other,” she continued. “We have lots
The items went fast and furious. While the
and lots of blessings.” She explained that they view bratwurst sizzled on the grill, the “oom pah” music
neighbors as family, sort of like extended family, and played in the background, and with beer glasses
they need to connect with each
other and to get along with each
other unconditionally. The
McCluskeys don’t just say it; they
live it.
And then they started
knocking on doors along 4th
Street North, and then
downtown, and then at their
church, and so on. Community?
It’s here in St. Petersburg.
Unconditional giving? It’s here,
too. “From the heart or the
pocket,” according to the
McCluskeys, they got donations
for Sam. Businesses gave freely,
no questions. Anonymous donors
gave generously. In their minds, the Sam and his family (shown with his mom, Sara Spencer-Smirch) are the
recipients of the more than $7,200 raised by the McCluskey’s Oktoberfest
McCluskeys were hoping to raise about and Gift of Life Benefit Raffle.
$5,000 at the event.
What about Café Vienna?
Owners Beata and Tony
Klobucar (who catered the
McCluskey’s first Okoberfest a
few years ago) made a generous
donation on the spot. And, they
spontaneously said, “How can
we help?” They came up with
the idea of a raffle. They helped
with the baskets (there were
authentic German wine glasses
and German wine in quite a few
of them) and with the food.
Everyone agreed; the guests
would have fun and win prizes.
Back to the Oktoberfest…
For a moment you could imagine
you were in Germany. When we
arrived,
the
“German
Auctioneer,” was welcoming
everyone in what sounded like
an authentic German accent!
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raised high, “ein prosit” echoed throughout the festivities. People gave money, lots of money! And, they
got some wonderful gifts – all donated – like one
week at a large home at Lake Nanahala, NC; one
week at a beachfront condo in Crescent Beach, FL
(from the Warren Bourgeois family); or a date night
restaurant gift certificate from the Renaissance Vinoy.
And, there were more certificates from Acropolis
Greek Taverna, Café Vienna, California Ciccios,
Carrabas, Fourth Street Shrimp Store, Harvey’s
Fourth Street Grill, La V Vietnamese Fusion, Menchie’s,
Moscato’s Bella Cucina, Outback Steakhouse, and
the Village Inn.
The prizes weren’t just dinners… No, there were
other items: three pieces of antique crystal from the
Fagans (Granada Terrace neighbors), or a family night
movie-and-ice-cream package from Muvico. There
were gift certificates from Casey’s Cookies, Dunkin
Donuts, Four Corners Custom Framing, Mariner Car
Wash, Publix, Savory Spice Shop, Sticky Jewelry,
Sunken Gardens, Sweet Divas, Tour De Pizza, and
Whim-So-Doodle.
How about gift certificates to hair salons? There
was one to Jim’s Hair with Matt Kolb or Mike Keeney
at MRK Hair. Maybe you would have preferred
designer jewelry made by Donna Gregorski, or a
custom cake created by an award-winning baker,
Tamara Smith. There were even gifts from Tampa Bay
Orthopedics and Dr. Douglas Moss. And, of course
there were the unconditional and unrequited
donations from friends and neighbors, some
anonymous.
Over $7,000 was realized from this one event.
No wonder the McCluskeys feel blessed. Blessed is
the word!
Oktoberfest may be over, but the donations keep
coming. They are being handled by the Children’s
Organ Transplant Association (COTA) in the Tampa
Bay Area. You can learn more about Sam and COTA
by going to their website cota.donorpages.com/
PatientOnlineDonation/COTAforSamuelJS. n
Linda Dobbs has lived in the Old Northeast for 10 years. She
has been a journalist and editor for over 35 years in Florida,
California, New Jersey, South Korea, and Saudi Arabia. She
has been president of several international clubs, and is currently
a member of St. Petersburg’s International Relations Committee,
a Guild member at the Dali Museum, and a member of the
Board at the Poynter Memorial Library at USF – St. Petersburg.
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ATTRACTIVE
—
SENSIBLE
—
LANDSCAPING
Call for Ideas and Free Estimate

flatwoodslandscaping.com
727-278-6811
Save Time and Money,
and Enjoy Your Yard With
New Low-maintenance Landscaping,
Walkways, Patios and Lighting
––––––––––––––
Serving Pinellas County Since 1983
––––––––––––––
Florida Native Plant Society
Award Winner

SPECIALIZING IN: Native Plants • Xeriscaping • Low-voltage lighting • Drip irrigation
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REUNION Continued from page 1

as the first million-dollar high school
when it was built in 1924. Yes, it was a
special place back then, and it still is
today. The stage in the auditorium
(recently destroyed by a fire) was so big
the school’s basketball games were played
on it. What’s more unique than that?
Life was so simple back then, but
things were about to explode. The
graduates of 1962 began their college
and adult years as observers and participants in one of the greatest periods of
social unrest and awakening this
country has ever known. Very quickly,
the world of 1962 ceased to exist. The
Anti-War Movement and the Civil

Paul Wallace and Laureen Hendry Lynn

Rights movement forced big changes.
School desegregation brought a much
more diverse student body. The
Women’s Movement gave women the
opportunity to see a different role for
themselves in society. The Sexual
Revolution gave men and women of
all different sexual persuasions the
opportunity to simply be themselves.
Maybe that’s why this fifty-year
reunion is so significant. There were
veterans of the Vietnam War from this
group. And people who made a real
difference in our society, like Phillip
Lader. After St. Pete High, Phillip
went on to Duke University and then

Taking the tour of the old school. Front hall of St. Pete High.

Harvard Law School, and eventually
became the United States Ambassador
to the Court of St. James. Before that, he
held four different positions in president
Clinton’s cabinet: Administrator of the
Small Business Administration, White
House Deputy Chief of Staff, Assistant
to the President, and Deputy Director
of the Office of Management and
Budget. Phillip came back to this
reunion because those were his formative
years and he wanted to see old friends.
Judges John Lenderman and Thomas
Freeman came as well. These two men
who made such a significant contribution to this community were part of
the group who stayed in St. Pete.
There were sad stories too, many
classmates to mourn. Doris Paulsen
Christman, who lived her whole life in

One of the two courtyards at SPHS, 1933

NORTHEAST JOURNAL

November/December 2012

Page 21

Liz Sowers Campbell finds her mother’s picture in the 1927 class yearbook.

St. Petersburg and who did all the
planning for this reunion and past
reunions, died a week before the event.
Her funeral service was the Saturday
morning of the reunion, and it was a
beautiful tribute to her that so many of
her classmates came to pay their respects.
Most people came home to reminisce
about a simpler time in their lives, a
time they will never forget, and to see
old friends. Susan Perry Draper came
from Knoxville, Tennessee for her first
reunion ever. Can you imagine walking
into an event and seeing classmates that
you have not seen in fifty years! Susan
loved it and she loved being back in St.

Pete again and strolling by the banyan
trees where she played as a child. Mary
Ann Houk Saylor said she never
laughed as much as she did at the
reunion. Both she and Georgia Hopper
Jones were surprised at how vibrant and
upscale downtown St. Pete had become.
Elizabeth Campbell was overjoyed at
finding her motherʼs yearbook picture
in the 1927 Green Devilʼs yearbook.
Susan Alderson, the managing
editor of our own Northeast Journal, said
that she remembered people as they
were in high school. Johnny was the
basketball player, Mary was the cheerContinued on page 22

This Christmas Season,
Celebrate with Us!
— Special Worship Events —
Sun., Dec. 9, 6 pm Blue Christmas Contemplative Worship Chapel
Fellowship Hall
Mon., Dec. 24, 5 pm Contemporary Christmas Worship
Especially for families with children!

Mon., Dec. 24, 7 pm Candlelight Christmas Worship
Mon., Dec. 24, 10 pm Candlelight Communion Worship
Sun., Jan. 6, 6 pm Epiphany Celebration

Sanctuary
Sanctuary
Sanctuary

Includes music, scripture readings and king cake!

— Sunday Worship —
Advent Sermon Series: The Stars of Christmas begins Dec. 2
Communion Worship
Chapel
8:15 am
Contemporary Worship
Fellowship Hall
9:00 am
Classic Worship with Choir
Sanctuary
11:00 am

— Musical Events —
Sat., Dec. 8, 7:30 pm Tampa Bay Children’s Chorus Concert
Sat., Dec. 16, 4 pm Many Moods of Christmas Concert

Sanctuary
Sanctuary

Free annual concert —Offering taken to benefit St. Petersburg Free Clinic.

701 Beach Drive N.E. w St. Petersburg, FL 33701 w 727.822.2031w www.fpc-stpete.org
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REUNION Continued from page 21

leader, and Phil was the brainy one. But
when she actually saw them again, the
roles they played so long ago had
vanished. They were all one, people
who had shared a sacred time in their
lives. She and a couple of other “girls”
went searching for their lockers and
their classrooms.
For all of them, though, the joy was
in those first moments of recognition:
smiles, handshakes, hugs, even a few
tears. Oh, if one could harness that
energy! And then later, when the
stories were being told over a few
cocktails, in the glow of the moment,
they realized that those feelings from so
long ago were still warm, vibrant, and
very much alive. n

Donna Garner and Philip Lader

1962 St. Pete High School yearbook held
many memories.

The end... Susan Perry Draper, Mary Ann Houk Saylor, Laureen Hendry Lynn and Susan
Woods Alderson
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A R O U N D TH E B L O CK
Regions Bank Breaks Ground for New
Downtown Branch and Announces
Public Art Donation

O

n Thursday, October 18, 2012, Regions
Bank, in conjunction with the St. Petersburg
Chamber of Commerce, welcomed business
and arts representatives to a ground breaking
ceremony, located at the corner of Fifth Street and
Central Avenue in downtown St. Petersburg.
The new two-story 7,268 SF building will provide
personal banking services to its customers on the
ground floor and house its executive and business
partner offices on the second floor. It is expected to
be open by the second quarter of 2013.
As part of this new commercial development
activity transpiring within the Central Arts District,
which spans from 4th Street to Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. (9th) Street along Central Avenue, Regions
Bank has committed to the installation of public art
within the district.
Regions is expected to announce a “call for
artists” to commission ideas for sculpture art to be
dedicated at the new building. Regions will fund the
public art project and is working with the city’s St.
Petersburg Arts Alliance to help identify an appropriate location and style for the sculpture artwork.
*****

“Paint the Library” Plein Air Painting
Festival at Mirror Lake Library

The Friends of Mirror Lake Library hosted a new
event – Paint The Library 2012 – a plein air painting
festival in and around the historic library grounds
at 280 Fifth St. N. in downtown St. Petersburg on
Saturday, October 20.

“En plein air” means painting outdoors “in the
open air.” Artists were tasked with capturing the
beautiful 1915 Beaux Arts-style Mirror Lake Library
and its grounds on canvas, working from a variety
of angles outside the library. The purpose of the
one-day outdoor painting festival was to introduce
people to the library and surrounding Mirror Lake
area.
Between 8:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., artists from
across Florida painted their interpretation of the
library, working with oils, acrylics, watercolors or
pastels. Some of the artists came from as far as
Jacksonville, Fort Myers, Naples as well as from local
communities, and ranged in age from a 6-year-old
guest artist to an 80-year-old grandmother with
styles and skills as wide apart as well.
Participating artists vied for three purchase
awards, selected by curators from the Morean Art
Center, including the $500 Best of Show; $300
Award of Excellence; and $200 Friends Favorite.
Congratulations to Ron Marvin, Best of Show
(top right); Sheila Thornton, Award of Excellence
(center right; Gene Towery, Friends Favorite
(bottom right).
Admission and activities were free to the public.
Inside the library, the festival also featured a selfguided art show tour of the library’s art collection,
a Plein Air book display, and two historical lectures
about the vintage library and surrounding area.
The festival wrapped up with an Exhibition and
Sales Reception at the historic St. Pete Shuffleboard
Court Ballroom across the street.
Volunteers are needed and can register online at
www.paintthelibrarystpete.org/Volunteerform.html.
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HISTORY Continued from page 1

and flowers… the day may perhaps be
set down as the most appropriately
observed of any Thanksgiving in some
years.” But what about before the 20th
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These consisted of a frame of pine logs
approximately three feet wide and four
feet square. Sand was poured inside and
on top of this frame. The outside was
covered with clay or marl so it would

Oyster roast held at Big Bayou. The Bethell clan and friends gather to honor patriarch John A.
Bethell (standing with suspenders). At the time St. Petersburg boasted some of the tastiest
oysters in the nation.

Century, the late 1800s? How was
Thanksgiving celebrated then, before
there were churches in St. Pete? Not a
lot has been written about the holiday
during this period. For the most part we
can only speculate. But one thing is for
certain. There was a lot of food to be
cooked and eaten, and not just on
Thanksgiving.
Rita Slaght Gould, in her work
Pioneer St. Petersburg: Life In and Around
1888, describes cooking in very early
St. Petersburg. Many early pioneers
cooked on hearths or “scaffold stoves.”

pans, sat amidst the coals. “Bake kettles,”
Dutch ovens with flat, rimmed lids,
allowed coals to be placed on top as well
as below.
All this preceded the introduction
of cast iron, wood-burning stoves.
“Adjusting the amount of heat put out
by the burners was… difficult, and one
could be burned if he or she were not
careful. Soot was ever present.” After
the railroad was established in St. Pete
in 1888, tourists began to come. Some
of these were referred to as “coal-oil
tourists,” because most of them cooked
on little stoves that burned kerosene,
or coal-oil, as it was called in the South.
All-in-all, as Rita Gould described it,
“cooking was a chore” that began in the
early morning from scratch.
Early St. Petersburg settlers did not
often go without food. The climate
offered a year-round growing season.
Fish and game were plentiful. And
there were a few small stores for what
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supplement their diets. These produced
sweet potatoes, turnip greens, blackeyed peas, papaws, corn, hominy (grits),
beans, eggplant, kohlrabi (cabbage),
strawberries, pumpkins, and sea grapes
when they turned purple. Also, there
were avocados (known as alligator
pears or green pears), pomegranates,
oranges, grapefruit, lemons, limes, figs,
guava, bananas, coconuts, dates, citrons,
and loquat.
Of course the waters of the bays and
gulf were just as filled with fish as the
forests were filled with game. In 1886,
guests at the Waldorf Hotel in Disston
City (now Gulfport) complained they
could not sleep at night because of all
the noise made by the fish on the flats.
David Griner, an early settler, had to
abandon his cabin on the bank of
Coffee Pot Bayou because the fish kept
him awake at night. Local historian
Karl Grismer related that many old
timers told of seeing schools of fish so

not ignite. The cooking fire was lit on
top of the sand. These stoves were often
located outside the house for reasons of
safety. Some pioneers had iron grills on
which to place their pots and other
utensils. Those without them placed
their skillets or Dutch ovens with short
legs beside the fire and surrounded them
with embers to ensure heat. Cast iron
cookware was commonly used. It
maintained a steady heat allowing food
to simmer for hours. Large pots and
kettles hung over the fire. Three-legged
“spiders,” the equivalent of today’s frying
William L. Straub cartoon graces the front page of the St. Petersburg Times, in the
Thanksgiving, 1902 issue.

could not be grown, hunted, or fished,
but they did not have much to offer.
Early settler John Bethell described the
Pinellas Point area after the Civil War.
“There were deer, bear, ’coons, possums,
rabbits, squirrels, turkeys, geese, ducks,
whooping cranes, blue and white
cranes, curlew, quail, plover, snipe, etc.
Besides these there were panthers and
wildcats by the hundreds, and ’gators
just as plentiful. All one had to do was
to load his gun and go off from his
enclosure, so as not to shoot any of his
family, and kill a turkey or some other
kind of game for dinner… I have stood
on my porch and shot turkeys while
eating my tomatoes.” The Goose Pond,
now the area known as Central Plaza,
“was a noted place for geese in their
season… I have seen these flats literally
covered with geese, possibly a thousand
or more.” Bethell added to his account,
“We never in those days killed game for
profit or for the fun of it… but just what
was absolutely necessary for home
consumption,” or he goes on to say, to
protect the domestic stock of hogs.
Another early pioneer extolled the
virtues of gophers. “Most of you have
never eaten it, but soup made from
gophers – they burrow holes in the land
– is one of the finest of meats for soups.
They are cleaner than a pig or chicken.
They get up early in the morning, crawl
out and eat only the tenderest shoots of
grass that come up during the night.”
Most early settlers had gardens to

large they almost filled the bays. Pioneer
George Lizotte “told of having seen one
school which entered Boca Ciega [Bay]
through the pass in the morning, kept
moving northward all day, and was still
in sight when darkness fell.” The bays
also contained some of the finest oyster
beds in the nation, as well as delicious
clams and scallops. “Enough shell fish
for a dozen meals could be gathered in
less than half an hour.”
Some of this bounty was eventually
sold to Cuban and Key West traders.
Grismer recorded the prices paid in
1874: mullet, one cent; gophers, 5
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Families gather for the holidays and special events. The William “Buddy” West family spanning three generations.

cents; turtles weighing 100 pounds or
more, 50 cents; sweet potatoes, 15 cents
a bushel; pumpkins, one cent; green
peas, 35 cents a bushel; shelled corn, 20
cents a bushel; lobster, 5 cents each, and
stone crabs, 10 cents a dozen.
When was the first Thanksgiving
celebrated in St. Petersburg? We will
probably never know. But we do know
many early pioneers who lived here did
enjoy, and were no doubt thankful for,
the natural bounty the land and waters,
had to offer. n
Will Michaels has served as executive director
and trustee of the St. Petersburg Museum of
History, vice-president of the Carter G.
Woodson Museum of African American

History, president of St. Petersburg Preservation and co-chair of the Tony Jannus
Distinguished Aviation Society, and is currently
president of the Flight 2014 Planning Board,
which is coordinating the celebrations for the
centennial of the world’s first airline. Will is
available to speak to community groups and
may be reached at 727-420-9195. For more
information about Saint Petersburg Preservation, the St. Petersburg Museum of History,
and the Tony Jannus Distinguished Aviation
Society go to www.stpetepreservation.org;
www.spmoh.org; www.woodsonmuseum.org;
or tonyjannus.org.
Sources used in this article include John A. Bethell, Bethell’s
History of St. Petersburg; Rita Slaght Gould, Pioneer St.
Petersburg: Life In and Around 1888; Karl H. Grismer, The
Story of St. Petersburg; and the St. Petersburg Times. Photo
credits are Michaels Family (ca 1910-11); Sandra W. Rooks,
Black America Series, St. Petersburg Florida; and Bethell’s History.
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$19.25 PRIX FIX MENU.*
WEEKEND ENTERTAINMENT.
GASTRONOMIC SUNDAY BRUNCH.
RENAISSANCE VINOY RESORT & GOLF CLUB
501 5th Ave NE, St Petersburg, FL
Restaurant Reservations: 727.824.8072
marchandsbarandgrill.com
*Limited seating available, offer valid from
5-6:30 p.m. Not valid on holidays.
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D IN ING O U T

Your Favorite Restaurants Delivered!
Home & Office – Lunch & Dinner
www.727FOODNOW.com
727-822-FOOD
Use promo code: JOURNAL to save!
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T H E H E A RT G A L L ERY
The mission of the Heart Gallery of Pinellas & Pasco is to provide an emotionally safe way to connect children with families through a traveling exhibit featuring the
faces and stories of local foster children ready for adoption. For more information, please visit their website at www.heartgallerykids.org.

J E R M AI N E

EF FIE

“I love sports!”

Loves to Sing

Age: 15

Age: 11

Many Talents: Jermaine loves to play football; he enjoys singing, and he
loves to draw.

About Effie: Effie is a young lady with a vibrant personality. She loves to
sing and loves to have her picture taken. Effie faces many obstacles due to
medical conditions, and needs a family who will love her and support her
through those challenges.

His Perfect Day: It would include either travel or going to theme parks.
His Loves: A dog for a pet, math, movies, rap music, X-Box 360 and
Playstation 3
Favorite Attributes: Kindness and honesty
What He Looks For In A Friend: “Someone who is there for you.”
What He Hopes His
Forever Family Will
Be Like: “I want
them to be nice and
like sports…
race is not
important.”

Favorite Games
to Play: Anything
on the iPad
Favorite Class at
School: Music
Favorite Musical
Instrument:
Drums
Favorite Activity:
Playing with dolls

looking for a F orever family
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A RO UN D T HE BLO CK
EDGE District Farmers Market

C

an’t make it to the Saturday Morning Market for some reason? Here’s
a welcome addition to some of your food and produce shopping spots
also in downtown St. Pete: The EDGE District Farmers Market!
The Market opened June 27th and continues from 8am to noon on
Sundays and Wednesdays. Market-goers can expect local naturally-grown
produce from small farms, community gardens, and
backyard growers, grass-fed meat purveyors, fresh-caught
seafood, gourmet cheeses and fresh eggs, as well as
healthy prepared food items, plants, baked goods, and
workshops on living sustainably. In an effort to promote
a healthy and sustainable lifestyle and environment, the
association is placing specific restrictions on what is sold
at our Market.
Founder Jessica Arkwright came up with the idea for
the Farmers Market after a conversation with her friend
Geff Stack. “We both sat down and talked about our frustrations with finding
good healthy local food, so we decided to create a place where residents can
find just that,” Arkwright said.
The market launched with 15 vendors, but hopes to expand.
The launch party acted as a relaunch of the EDGE District Association.
The EDGE (Entertainment, Dining, Galleries, Etc.) runs from the 900 to the
1600 block from around First Avenue North to First Avenue South, formerly
known as the Dome district.
The Farmers Market will be open year-round and comprise of up to 15
local vendors May-October, and up to 25 vendors November-April.

Fine Art
Custom Framing
● Unique Gifts
● Home Accessories
●

is now

ARTicles

●

Leslie Curran
727-898-6061

VISIT OUR
NEW LOCATION
1445 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, Fl 33705
Like Us on Facebook

Page 30

November/December 2012

Holiday Memoirs

I

“

Rebekah Eugenia Lazaridis

’m dreaming of a White “Christmas”
croons Bing Crosby and I lean back
into my cushy couch with a mug of
hot peppermint tea, and begin to
reminisce. It’s coming upon that time
of year again… everyone’s favorite
time. Although there will be no white
snow, the smells, sights, sounds, and feel
of the holidays always brings about a
romance that dances with us for a
month or so, until we are faced with the
harsh realities the New Year brings.
Back to work. But, lets indulge for a bit
on the nostalgia while we can.
As a kid growing up with a sunny
Christmas (averaging at a brisk 65
degrees) here are some of my romances
of the season – maybe some you’ll share
too as we take a few steps back in time
– The Holidays in good ole St. Pete.
As quoted perfectly in A Christmas
Story, Christmas was the time around
which “the entire kid year revolved.”
As an Alderson, our year revolved
around Halloween, but Christmas was
like a dessert which followed the
Halloween feast, a giant gift bearing
dessert. But it wasn’t always about the
gifts. We always made sure to ground
ourselves by volunteering at places like
The Christmas Toy Shop for a few days,
as a reminder of how lucky we were to
have what we did. The Christmas Toy
Shop is in full swing by now, and if you’d
like to volunteer, I guarantee it will
bring a different level of joy to your
season by giving back to the community
and to those less fortunate.
My sisters and I had small traditions
of our own. We would sit on our rooftop
on Christmas Eve in our red jammies
and Santa caps, and wave to the
Christmas-light-looking cars passing
by. When we were older, all of us three
sisters would sleep in the same room in
sleeping bags, and my older sister would
wake us up in the middle of the night,

Mom with Maas Brothers Santa in 1950

Chestnuts roasting on a (virtually) open fire

make popcorn and snacks, and we
would pile in the car to go light-looking,
just like we did when we were much
smaller with our Gramma and
Granddad.
A couple places Gramma took us
were the famous Santa display, and then
in Vinoy Park. The anticipation built
up as we tumbled along the brick streets,
and the giant painted postcards pointed
the way to the Big Man and his reindeer.
A sparkling candy cane tunnel guided

Being
there
is why
I’m here.
Cathy Shadwick ChFC CASL, Agent
3499 4th Street North
St Petersburg, FL 33704
Bus: 727-822-1333
cathy.shadwick.caph@statefarm.com

Whether you need a question answered,
a problem solved, or a claim reported,
my job is to make it happen.
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL ME TODAY.
®

P097193.1

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

the way to the giant red sleigh in which
the man himself sat waiting for kids to
rant their wishes. All the reindeer were
in their places, with the ruby-nosed
leader guiding the front. Of course, after
the anticipation building and upon
seeing Santa bidding me to come and
sit with him, the pressure was all too
much, and I cried and bailed out of
hanging with Santa, choosing tears in
the car instead. I really regret it now,
almost thirty years later. He seemed like
an okay guy who just wanted to know
what I wanted for Christmas. How scary
is that? The same goes for the Santa at
Maas Brothers. Evidently, Mom felt the
same way I did when she visited him in
the 50s. A little unsure.
What movies did you and your
family watch? We watched them ALL.
You name it, and we have watched it
almost every single year. I don’t keep up
with all of them now, only the best of
the best. On my list of top choices is the
worn and tired A Christmas Story. Don’t
groan. I hear you: it’s overplayed. But
somehow my family latched onto this
film so much so that my father
re-enacted the final scene in which
Ralphie gets his greatest wish for a Red
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Rider BB gun “with a compass in stock
and this thing which tells time.” Dad
bought my older brother the same gun
and hid it around the corner one
Christmas morning. Although my
brother was in his twenties at the time,
it still made for such a funny memory.
But, perhaps my favorite current
Christmas family film is White Christmas.
Every year, my mother and I watch this
film on Christmas Eve over mint chip
ice cream, fluffy blankets, and whatever
cat is willing to sit still. Mom and I
know every quote, gesture, and eye roll
of this film. I love it so much that I
designed my rehearsal dinner dress for
my wedding around one of Rosemary
Clooney’s costumes.
Perhaps one of the city’s most
treasured holiday memories is of the Mr.
and Mrs. Santa Claus home on Coffee
Pot Blvd.: the most glittering display of
sparkle, magical moving creatures,
choirs, and shows. And sitting on top
of it all was Santa and the Mrs. greeting
and welcoming everyone into their
home for home-baked cookies and hot
chocolate. Who does that now? I
remember singing in a choir as a fiveyear-old in front of this famous house.
Itching in my woolly robe, and
pretending to sing along with the rest
of the eager children, I would never
forget that this house was a marvel for
our neighborhood. Crowds drew every
year to the house that exuded such
warmth and love for Christmas, making
it a gem this city will always remember.
Now our holiday memories are new
and different. We try and cling to the
ones we had as children; except now we
have husbands, wives, and new families
to share and recreate these old memories
with. I look forward to sharing my old
memories with loved ones and creating
memories for the future. For now,
though, my new favorite tradition is
with my new husband, sharing roasted
chestnuts, drinking Beaujolais wine,
and watching a video of a fireplace on
our TV (since we live in an apartment
building). We create our own memories
which will become the nostalgia of our
future. Happiest of Holidays to you and
yours. Cheers! n
Rebekah loves listening to old radio shows from
the 30s, co-owning a boutique in downtown St.
Pete, creating paintings from discarded scrap,
devouring mint chip ice cream (the green kind
only), traveling the world in search of life’s
answers and above all loves her husband, family
and two demanding Siamese cats.
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M E ET Y O U R NE IG H B O R

Richard
Becker

Patrice
Redington

Marian
McGuire

8th Avenue NE

18th Avenue NE

Baypoint Drive NE

q What is your favorite animal? Having spent most
of my adult life in Santa Fe, I am partial to the
coyote, a mischievous creature featured in many
Native American tales

q What is your favorite animal? Dog
w What was your most valued possession as a child?

w What was your most valued possession as a child?

e

My Bob Turley model Rawlings baseball glove

What do you like about living in the Northeast
area of St. Petersburg? Everything’s easy: great weather,

My bike

What do you like about living in the Northeast
area of St. Petersburg? Being able to walk to almost

anything I want to do!

e

r

water all around, affordable, slow pace, friendly. And,
I can grow mangos and bananas in my yard.

t

If you wrote a book, what would it be about?

y
u

Whom do you most admire? My husband, Tony

i
o

In a movie about your life, which actor should
play you? Denzel Washington for my first pick, but

r

if he’s busy I’ll take Woody Allen

t

If you wrote a book, what would it be about?

Blurbs from the back cover: “A penetrating discussion
of a subject that has long begged for this type of
brilliant analysis.” “You may love or hate the characters,
but you will not forget them.” “Why has the author
waited so long to invite us into his world?” “Witty
and scintillating!” “Translated into 30 languages.”
Whom do you most admire? My wife and I
completed two years of Peace Corps service in
Nicaragua just last year. I was very impressed with the
many poor men, women, and children who are building
constructive lives there with little or no help.

y

u

What is your favorite commercial?

California Raisins ads from the late 1980s

i

If you were a teacher, what would you teach?

How to make bagels

What kind of music do you like? There are way
too many possibilities; chansons françaises are
special now because I’m studying French at USF

1)

In a movie about your life, which actor should
play you? Diane Keaton

How important it is to raise children with a sense
of responsibility.

My Barbie and Ken dolls

What do you like about living in the Northeast
area of St. Petersburg? Because I told my mother

e

decades ago that I would “never” live in St Pete, it
was to small... Thank God I said “never.”

In a movie about your life, which actor should
play you? Reese Witherspoon

r

y

Whom do you most admire?

If you were a teacher, what would you teach?

u

What is your favorite commercial?

What is the best feeling in the world?

i

If you were a teacher, what would you teach?

o
1)

What is the best feeling in the world? Peace

What is your favorite commercial?

Any Publix holiday commercial

I teach fourth grade, all subjects, but I put self-respect
and determination at the top of the list.
When my three teenage daughters (one is a tweener)
actually all get along

1) What kind of music do you like? Anything but opera
1! Are you a listener or a talker? I love to talk, so I
really work at being a good listener.

Trusting in God, titled “Jump in! The water is fine!”
My Mother, June Bassett Yon

The Office Depot back-to-school “It’s the most
wonderful time of year.”
Driving (ha ha)

What kind of music do you like?

Good old fashion Rock n Roll

1!
1@

Are you a listener or a talker? Ask my husband

1#

What is your passion?

1$

What is your favorite breakfast?

1%

What is your very favorite part of your day?

Praise for something I’ve worked hard on

1^

What is the best reward anyone can give you?

1*

What is the most important thing to you in life?

2)

Name one thing you couldn’t live without.

1@

What do you miss most about childhood?

Having the time to hang out with friends

1#
1$

What is your passion? My family and my students

1%

What is your very favorite part of your day?

What is your favorite breakfast? Peanut butter,

banana, honey, walnuts, cinnamon on a waffle

Morning meeting with my students. And curling
up in bed with my book at night.

1@

What do you miss most about childhood?

1#
1%

What is your passion? Learning something new

1& What is the oldest piece of clothing you still
wear? A pair of cutoff shorts I’ve had for 20 years

What is your very favorite part of your day?

1*

The morning. Nothing like beating the heat with a
long bike ride at 6am

w What was your most valued possession as a child?

If you wrote a book, what would it be about?

Are you a listener or a talker? I’m definitely more a

Sleepovers at Granny’s house

What is your favorite animal?

Dogs... currently Parti-Poodles

t

1!

listener as I was a professional mediator for many years

q

1^

What is the best reward anyone can give you?

What is the most important thing to you in life?

Mind/body balance with physical activity and
intellectual stimulation, as well as relaxation

What do you miss most about childhood?

The dinner bells ringing in the Old NE

Cooking for my friends and family
Grillades and Grits

Morning walking my dogs with my husband
A compliment about my children
My family

My brother’s stem cells. Thank you, Peyton.
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We’re Introducing a
New Oncologist to Our Team
Join us in welcoming Rafael Rocha, MD, to our team of specialists. Dr. Rocha
brings more than 15 years of experience in providing quality care for patients
of the St. Petersburg community.

Rafael Rocha, MD
Hematology/Oncology

Suncoast Medical Clinic
601 Seventh St. S., 5th floor
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
■ Accepting new and former patients
■ Board Certified in Medical Oncology
■ Practicing locally since 1997

For an appointment:

Suncoast physicians don’t just care
for you, they care about improving
and maintaining your life. Choose
a physician with your good health
in mind.

(727) 824-8206
SuncoastMedicalClinic.com

BC1203891-1012
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