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Bringing Out the Best in Each Other
on the other side of the road
using the other hand to shift
gears, and you are likely to be
regarded as an unskilled driver.
Gazes linger on you just a little
longer than what is comfortable.
You want to communicate, but
you simply speak another

language. You do things your
way. Among us is a community
magine visiting a foreign
of children and adults who
country, not knowing a
communicate differently from
word of its language.
many, but are blessed with their
Imagine meeting the people –
own talents and skills, dreams,
ignorant of their customs and
ambitions, and potential. They
culture – and a feeling of inconare not different, only
gruity sets in. Drive their cars
differently-abled.
One woman in Florida, and
another in Massachusetts, were
Nathan Stonecipher (owner), Khris Johnson (head brewer) and Steve Duffy
so moved by a loved one, they (owner) have worked diligently for the past three years to make their
had visions to create a better dreams a reality.
world for them. So what did
Edythe and Eunice have in
common?
In 1948, at only 9 months
of age, Midge Ibold was
Ashleigh Powers
diagnosed with what is recognized today as Down syndrome. “
ake time to smell the roses.” “Don’t let life pass you by.”
How often do we hear these phrases but don’t actually take
As she developed, her mother
time to do it? With the world whirling around me, I can
Edythe noticed her potential
for learning, but found that barely remember where last week went, let alone yesterday, and
Pinellas County had no I’m sure many feel this way since we are always on the go. I do
programs for children with have to admit that taking the time to smell the roses needs to be
developmental disabilities. In put tentatively (with a pen, not pencil) on my calendar in order
for me to actually do it. When I finally do, I take time to absorb
1952, determined to help her
the beauty the world has to offer by disconnecting from everydaughter reach her full
thing buzzing and moving around me, and focus on the now.
potential, Edythe met 26 other
Taking time and pressing pause on your day is something St.
concerned parents at St. Petersburg is known for. Tourists from all over come to soak in
Petersburg’s City Hall, to form the sun at our beautiful beaches and enjoy our hospitality. Years
what is now known as PARC. ago, a green bench stood as a symbol of the city’s hospitality.
Karl Robert competed in the Special Olympics Equestrian Championship
working trails competition and came in 2nd place, receiving the silver medal. Today, PARC serves approxi- Attracting people to visit were over 2,000 benches that once
Continued on page 22 lined downtown sidewalks. The benches served as an opportunity
for people to sit and take a break.
The first few benches started outside of businesses with advertisements. Then in 1916, the city passed an ordinance making
associated organizations, a downtown waterfront and its all the benches one size and one color: green. Thousands of
Will Michaels
public referendum was held in many uses. This includes first benches provided a place for locals and tourists to sit and chat
t. Petersburg’s greatest 2011 approving the creation of and foremost the Downtown about their day. In the 1960s, the benches had a facelift. Painted
physical asset is its a Downtown Waterfront Waterfront Parks, but also with vibrant colors, the city attempted to reflect a more youthful
Downtown Waterfront
Master Plan (DWMP) by July facilities such as the Pier, image. Shortly after, in 1967, another ordinance was passed to
Parks. They define St.
2015. A more limited master Albert Whitted Airport, the remove the benches. Just two years later, in 1969, the last bench
Petersburg as a city that
plan focusing largely on the Port, Mahaffey Theater, Dali was removed from St. Petersburg.
celebrates, values, and enjoys its
parkland was adopted in 1988. Museum, Municipal Marina,
Yet, the spirit of the ‘green bench’ still lives in St. Pete. Within
parks and green space as well as
The DWMP is intended to Yacht Club, Museum of the last 30 years, benches have popped up in the area. The natives
its adjacent subtropical waters.
provide the first integrated History, Museum of Fine Arts, still remember the green benches and what they stood for, making
The downtown waterfront
vision for the city’s entire
Continued on page 32 sure to keep the history alive. A piece of the past is coming back
parks stretch from Poynter Park
for a better future. On First Ave North stands an old warehouse
near the former Dali Museum
built in 1925 with the sign Green Bench Brewing Company.
building on the south to Coffee
Stop by there and you will find what I call the ‘team.’ The team
Pot Park on the north. They
consists
of the two owners, Nathan Stonecipher and Steven ‘Steve’
cover about four linear miles
Duffy,
and
head brewer, Khris Johnson, of Green Bench Brewing
and encompass more than one
Co.
Diligently
working for the past three years to make their dreams
hundred acres. Included within
a reality, Nathan and Steve can see this reality with the nearing
this area are sixteen parks.
of opening day. Green Bench Brewing Co. will be the first microThese parks are not reserved
brewery in St. Petersburg, with many more to shortly follow. The
solely for the pleasure of our
name is more than a memory of the past. “It’s the concept of ‘Come
visitors and tourists, or solely for
to St. Pete, sit down, relax.’ That’s basically what the green benches
our downtown residents. They
represented: a place for meeting, gathering and sitting down talking
are for the enjoyment of all.
about current events, politics, business, whatever… our thought
“Downtown is everybody’s
was come in, sit down, relax, have a brew. It’s an idea, not just a
neighborhood.”
At the urging of our down- View of the Downtown Waterfront Parks as taken from the Vinoy Hotel
name you associate with a symbol,” said Steve.
town neighborhoods and other looking south. Courtesy of Michaels Family Collection.
Continued on page 30
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P U B L IS H E R’S N OT E
Appreciation
To be appreciated for one’s efforts is probably one of the best feelings in the
world. Just think how our kids must feel every time we praise them for being
such a big help around the house. I bet if we did that more often, our kids might
even help more often… without being asked!
The old debate about whether true altruism really exists is immaterial, really,
because who cares if someone’s motivation to give is fueled by the fabulous
feelings of love and appreciation in return. I would argue that all that really
matters is that both parties feel really good, and that feeds into the greater good
that benefits all of humanity.
Even Lucinda Johnston admitted that the greatest reward anyone can give her
is a big “thank you!” (see Meet Your Neighbor on page 38). We all want to give
and to receive, even if what we receive back is the knowledge that we helped
someone along the way. Appreciating and being appreciated is one of the basic
requirements of living a life well, and this issue of the Northeast Journal is
brimming with stories and examples of such.
While I work with our graphic designer and copy editor, Julie Johnston, many
times a year to publish this paper and two of my other good-news-only papers, I
never knew how committed and involved she is with the special needs
community here in St. Pete. I also never knew she spent much of her childhood
riding horses. It makes perfect sense that she would combine the two while
helping judge the Special Olympics Equestrian Championship. I didn’t know about
this despite our many years of working together because she doesn’t make a big
deal about her volunteer efforts. I imagine it’s because the tangible and unspoken
gratitude and appreciation she receives are ample rewards for her.
Let’s take a step back now and really imagine St. Pete’s waterfront as it might
look if it were on the East Coast of Florida. High-rise condos and fancy homes
would line the shoreline so that only a select few have the privilege of seeing our
glorious shared Atlantic Ocean. Let’s all take a moment, now, to stop and really
appreciate the forefathers (that’s a term not meant to be exclusionary) of this City
and their long distant vision to preserve the downtown waterfront for the entire
community to enjoy. St. Petersburg attracts those who value and appreciate the
natural beauty that surrounds the area, and the mindset that allows it to remain a
priority for all. Thank you, forefathers, and current and future leaders, who help
maintain and fine-tune the remarkable gift of waterfront for everyone to enjoy.
I could go on and on about the many examples of appreciation contained within
the articles, but at this moment, however, I wish to show my great appreciation to
our advertisers. Please, please realize that without their support and commitment
to doing business with us, the Northeast Journal would cease to exist. We would
not have been able to bring you good news to your doorstep every other month
for the past NINE years without the financial and commercial support from our
local businesses. The best way to ensure that your dose of goodness arrives
bimonthly forevermore is to do business with our supporters. The community of
goodwill that is generated repeats itself in a continuum of what goes around,
comes around. And I really appreciate that!

Jen

Northeast Journal

is published bimonthly by
ASL Media, Inc., St. Petersburg FL
www.northeastjournal.org

ADVERTISING
Susan Williams
(727) 259-3149
northeastjournal@gmail.com
EDITORIAL
Jennifer MacMillen
(802) 356-5228
Publisher/Editorial Director
jmacmillen@mindspring.com
Susan Woods Alderson
Managing Editor/Photographer
Susie2wong@gmail.com
Julie L. Johnston, Copy Editor
ART DIRECTOR
Julie L. Johnston, Ad Design/Layout
JohnstonGraphicDesigner@gmail.com
DISTRIBUTION
Jamie Mayo, Distribution/Subscription Mgr
jamsmayo@tampabay.rr.com

WRITERS
John Gee
Ashleigh Powers
Mary Hampton
Jim Sheehan
Barbara Marshall
Eugenia Woods
Will Michaels, Ph.D.
Livia Zien
Imam Askia Muhammad Aquil
PHOTOGRAPHERS
Susan Woods Alderson
Rick Carson
Brent Johnston
Rebekah Lazaridis
SPECIAL THANKS
• Historic Old Northeast Neighborhood
Association; Rick Carson, editor
• Snell Isle Property Owners Association
• Jamie Mayo, distribution
PRINTED BY
Chromatech Printing, St. Petersburg FL
Eco-friendly printing with soy ink
on post-consumer recycled paper

Page 6

NORTHEAST JOURNAL

September/October 2013

E UG E N IA W O O D S R EMEMB ER S . . .

T

his time of year always reminds me of painting
in the garage, sweating on my hands and knees
scowling over hues of lavender, greens,
vermillion, orange rind, and any other visceral colors
of the palette you can name. The Sundays, The
Smiths or Tori Amos (really, any music that made me
feel cathartic and moody) would play while I poured
myself into a bucket of paint and smeared it against
cardboard and plywood. Yes, I used to be a scenic
painter. And it was always late August, early September
when I would gear up for my annual family rite of an
oversized Halloween display in front of our old house
on 19th Ave.
Perhaps you know already, perhaps you don’t, and
maybe you care and maybe you slightly remember us,
but we were the family that started the fad of performing
for Halloween night. Now, there were grand displays
throughout the ONE, ones that were long-standing
from when I was a kid trick-or-treating 25-some-odd
(ahem) years ago. Remember the house on 17th and
Poplar that used to keep a coffin and a strobe light in
their yard? Then at random moments a massive bald
man would explode from the coffin and chase poor
terrified children off his yard. Or what about those
awesome neighbors who had the cotton candy
machine out front? Now, that I will never forget! It
was always worth the long line. Do you kids remember
the lady who passed out pennies? Yep. She did.
When we first started “performing” it was usually
my Dad hooking up a massive speaker system and
hiding in the front room while spying on oncoming
children looking for treats. He would greet them with
a booming voice or a sneering hiss and creepy

Halloween in the ONE
commentary. I think some of our neighbors would even
look askance. One year we decided that we were all
old enough, my parents having produced four of us,
and we wanted to dress up as a family. We chose a
1960’s hippie theme and all took charge of our
costumes. Round glasses donned, daisies in long-haired
wigs, tartans and bare feet, we took to the streets and
sang “If I Had a Hammer” all throughout the ’hood.
It was glorious. Being together as a family and spreading
cheer instead of fright really caught a lot of attention.
The next year we decided to go a little bigger. We
themed the house “The Wizard of Oz” and built a
cardboard Emerald City façade that covered the
whole front entry. Inside, when kids knocked to enter,
was a floating face of Oz himself! Complete with
theatrical lighting and glitter, and even a poppy field
outside made from tissue. That year it rained on my
cardboard and my precious poppies causing them to
wilt. No matter, the show must go on. Each of us
dressed as the characters from the film, Dorothy and
clan, Glinda and the Wicked Witch, and reenacted

performed the themes “Lil’ Abner” and “Peter Pan”
and even tackled the Presidential Debates with our
own version of Kerry vs. Bush. It was classic. But my
favorite year was the year we portrayed different
Disney Villains.
Each of us picked
out
favorite
villain
and
dressed the part.
I, of course, had
to outdo myself
every year with
the extravagant
sets, so I created a
giant dragon that
sat on our rooftop
and a set for each
character. That
was the year we
got the audience
to participate by
voting for their favorite villain. We each had to
explain to the audience why we were the worst villain.
I played the wicked queen from Snow White; my
sister, Cruella DeVil; Mom, The Cheshire Cat
(complete with her own tree to sit upon and black
lighting to make her spooky); Dad, Captain Hook
with my younger sister as Tinker Bell (complete with
their own boat and canon that spit fireworks); and
my fearless brother was the narrator who told our
stories and kept the crowds cheering for more. We
rented wireless mics, rigged theatrical lighting and
sound, built and staged a set, rented and created

scenes from the film in the front of our wilted city.
My talented older sister won the hearts of small crowds
with her wicked witch cackle as she stood on the roof
and threatened all who dared come near, then disappeared by vanishing through the upstairs window. We
actually started getting applause. This fueled our fire.
The next year we built a stage. With wood!
And build we did. We started building and
designing in August. September it was paint/sweat
time, and October was for costume fittings. The late
summer transition to Fall of 1998 was themed Old
Hollywood. Man, was I proud of that set. And man,
costumes from scratch. Talk about a show! That year
we passed out over 1,000 pieces of candy. We had
definitely hit a chord.
The sets I built with my father actually got me into
art schools across the nation, and eventually into a
career as a scenic painter for theater and film. Over
the years, we grew up, moved out of the house,
gathered lives and families of our own. But secretly,
we still have each of those characters we played inside
of us waiting for Halloween when maybe they have a
dim chance of escaping once again and dancing in
the ONE limelight. Long live the Aldersons! n
did I use a lot of glitter. My Dad and I built a Hollywood
sign to hang above our brilliant theatrical red stage.
It had fake curtains and a hole in the floor so a leaf
blower could blow a vast amount of wind to elevate
Marilyn Monroe’s skirt and reenact the famous scene
from The Seven Year Itch. Oh, yeah. We did that.
My mother made biscuits dance on forks as Charlie
Chaplin, my father growled orders as Cecil B. DeMille,
and I strutted about as my favorite icon, Marlene
Dietrich. More crowds came. More ideas brewed.
The next year, we decided we needed to really
perform. And so we did. The next few years we
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G R EE N PA G E

Gardens of Success
Mary Hampton

St. Petersburg is comprised of lots of people who
care for their fellow neighbors, especially those who
are over-challenged in some ways. This article
highlights numerous efforts to try to ‘green’ areas that
have been described as food deserts. This article will
describe, in somewhat chronological order, large,
small, short, and long projects that are helping to
teach people how to grow healthy, nutritious foods.
The article will also spotlight some of St. Petersburg
neighbors who are making these good things happen.

Kip Curtis, Ph.D.
Kip was raised on a sustainable, organic farm in
southeast Massachusetts. He hated it! He chose a
path of academia and followed his desire to study and
teach history. In January 2009, as a professor, Kip
worked with local students to design and build an
edible school garden at Lakewood Elementary on St.
Petersburg’s south side. The 13-bed garden was built
by fifth-grade students. The students suggested the
idea of a Harvest Festival when the time was right.
They invited their parents. Over 200 people attended
this event of celebration.
Since then, Kip has worked with college students
and Pinellas County school teachers to develop
effective academic support of elementary life sciences
through planting and harvesting of vegetables. Kip
now works on a project called the Edible Peace Patch
Project. The goal of the project is to create sustainable
food systems to address the impact of poverty in south
St. Petersburg.
The second schoolyard garden, Sanderlin IB
World School, was started in January 2012. Maximo
Elementary school became the third garden in
January 2013. The fourth schoolyard garden,
Campbell Park Elementary was also started in 2013.
Four additional school gardens are expected by
January 2014.
The Edible Peace Patch Project has been a
non-profit organization since May 26, 2011. The
three-pronged design features schoolyard gardens,
urban farm program, and food and wellness program.
For information, visit peacepatch.org. Contact Kip
Curtis at kip@peacepatch.org. Or call him at
727-320-6822.

Emmanuel Roux
Emmanuel has an extensive knowledge of
agriculture, food production, distribution, and
cooking. He might not tell you of his experience as
a chef and a restaurant owner. Here in St. Petersburg,
we are pleased he established the Faith Garden at
the Faith House transitional facility. Emmanuel
established the first licensed community garden on
October 10, 2010. That date was considered to be a
Global Work Party for organizations and charities
who were encouraged by the 350.org to do
something that would help deal with global warming
within their community.
Emmanuel developed a method for creating
planting beds in a unique way. The process involves
digging a two- to three-foot-deep trench that is three
feet wide. An impermeable layer is placed at the
bottom. Next, alternate types of materials are
layered. The process helps recycle organic material…
thus eliminating the costly county expense of
shipping tons of these materials to another county.
Faith Garden organically grows fruits and
vegetables for the 40 residents who live at the
facility. Excess produce is sold through St. Pete

Bill Bilodeau with seedlings for a Chamber of Commerce
Emmanuel Roux
dinner centerpieces.

SUAC Board member, Ray Wonderlich, III, and six-year
old volunteer, Jonathan Miller, participating in a 10,000
Greens planting day.

Candace O’brien
Candace is a teacher at the SunFlower Elementary
School on 27th Avenue South in Gulfport. As part
of a history unit, Candace decided to establish a
colonial garden with her students. She wondered why
the garden was not an immediate success. A nearby
neighbor, Emmanuel Roux, explained that the
garden was not getting enough water. Candace sent
an appeal for help to the parents of her students. On
a Saturday in January 2013, twenty parents showed
up with the necessary equipment to dig a three-footdeep trench. Emmanual brought young plants he
obtained through a gardening grant. The plants
included collards, radishes, carrots, and Swiss chard.
The fourth- and fifth-grade students enjoyed working
in the garden at the school. They loved cooking and
eating the vegetables they helped to grow.
Candace and her students have appreciated all
the assistance they received from Emmanuel and the
parents of her students. Next season’s garden might
also include sweet potatoes. Candace is enjoying this
new outdoor classroom experience with her students.

Sustainable Urban Agriculture Coalition

Mary Capper harvesting, and Jackson Settle taking home
fresh vegetables from the Faith House garden. Emmanuel Roux

Benevolent grow beds with collards. FCC Garden grew and
donated over 600 lbs of produce to local shelters last season
Diane Friel
(November to April).

Locally Grown organization. The Faith Garden is a
demonstration site for permaculture and gardening
classes. It is also a healing garden and peaceful
community spot.
Emmanuel is also a board member of St. Petersburg
Sustainable Urban Agriculture Coalition (SUAC), as
well as a board member of the Edible Peace Patch
Project. If you get to meet Emmanuel, you will probably
notice his extraordinary enthusiasm for all his endeavors.
For information, contact Emmanuel at 727-251-1879.

The Sustainable Urban Agriculture Coalition
(SUAC) was established in 2011, with a grant from
Bon Secours Healthy Initiative. SUAC’s goal is to
help community residents be able to obtain fresh,
locally grown produce by expanding edible gardens
and urban farming. For additional information on
SUAC, visit www.stpeteurbanag.org.
Winnie Foster, SUAC boardmember, said,
“When we started SUAC, we received encouragement and help from St. Petersburg Chamber of
Commerce president and CEO, Chris Steinocher.
The Chamber also helped by recommending we apply
for financial support from Bon Secours Healthy
Initiative. The Chamber also provides a location for
our meetings.
It has been very encouraging to see SUAC grow
as a movement from a small group of people… to a
larger network of devoted workers!”
Diane Friel, SUAC boardmember, serves as
chairperson of SUAC Community and School
Garden committee. Diane said, “There are presently
four community gardens that have permits, eight
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church gardens (who do not require permits), and Day Care Center in St. Petersburg. Ray Wunderlich, Kick Starter, we install a hydroponic growing system
12-14 school gardens. School gardens require the III donated garden materials to the center. The at a community garden.
support of the school principal, two staff members, children have helped in the garden. They will happily
FCC has so far donated over six hundred pounds
and one parent. SUAC tries to help the schools to eat any of the vegetables they helped to grow. If they of produce we grew, harvested, and delivered in
plant it, they will eat it. These gardening opportu- 2013.” Visit these websites for information: www.
find and apply for grant money.
I also serve on the Ordinance sub-committee. In nities help the Center to teach children how to make Hydro2table.com, facebook.com/Hydro2table, and
that capacity, we are assisting to revise St. Petersburg’s healthy choices and live drug-free lives.”
QR code Kck.st/15HDJ69.
Annette Hubbard is a member of the Faith
agriculture ordinance to enable community gardens
Bill Bilodeau is a SUAC boardmember. His
to be allowed to sell their produce. We hope the new Covenant Church (FCC), Garden Club of St. expertise, training, and multiple certifications in
agricultural ordinance will pass by the end of the Fall Petersburg, and SUAC. She helps to maintain an
permaculture have prepared him to be a
and become effective in January 2014.
welcome source of skills with community
I enjoy observing the many benefits of
members. Bill generously shares his skills to
community gardens. They help community
gently encourage others to try their hand at
members to share water, ideas, expertise, and
gardening.
companionship. SUAC’s goal is to teach
As a lifelong student, Bill took a ten-day
people how to grow food.”
trip to Cuba to study organic and urban
Koreen Brennan is the person who was
agriculture. Bill said, “Cuba is way ahead of
hired by an executive committee of SUAC
the United States in these areas.” Watch for
when it was first established. When asked
a special future article in this publication
about SUAC, Koreen said, “SUAC is giving
devoted to Bill’s exciting trip to Cuba.
people a channel for change. It is gratifying
The work being performed by so many St.
for people to become involved in useful
Petersburg
residents is something we can all
work. In SUAC, there is a diverse group of
be very proud of. Many people are challenging
people… academia, politicians, activists,
themselves to learn new skills relating to urban
farmers, and neighbors.”
Zanetta Starks is a SUAC boardmember.
agriculture. Others, are challenging themselves
She had tried to do some gardening, but was
to teach these skills to all ages of people.
unsuccessful at it. Although she had no prior
Perhaps the next person to join in these urban
Come Grow With Us! Faith Covenant Church (FCC) Community Garden,
knowledge about urban agriculture, she had First Street North at Hampton Avenue
agriculture
efforts will be… YOU! n
Diane Friel
a strong interest in learning to eat in a
Mary Hampton is a retired educator who moved to
healthier manner. Zanetta said, “I attended classes at
Florida in 2007. Since arriving in Florida, she has been doing
Faith House Garden. Emmanuel Roux and Bill up-to-date list of community gardens in Pinellas non-stop research regarding the topics of recycling and
County (www.gardenclubstpetersburg.org). Annette sustainability. She has been on a quest to meet people who
Bilodeau helped me to learn a lot.”
As a member of the SUAC board, Zanetta said, said, “We need your help to ‘green’ St. Petersburg’s are also interested and involved in these topics. Her present
“I like being a part of the process to increase local food deserts. We are using the Kick Starter Hydro 2 interest involves researching and writing about these topics.
agricultural opportunities. I have watched young Table to get hydroponic gardening opportunities If you would like to collaborate with Mary on a project,
children being taught about gardening at Starling around St. Petersburg. For every $500 raised through contact her at queenofrecycle@hotmail.com.
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The Big Bang Theory

T

John Gee

here is no way to determine the
exact time the chain reaction was
sparked into motion. It could have
been when the Vinoy was rejuvenated, or
with the election of a new mayor, or
perhaps when a shovelful of dirt was dug
out of the ground for the first condo
building on Beach Drive. What came first
is not important. The fact is that the
volatile mixture of these events – and the
added injection of the new millennium’s

fast and cheap money – created the big
bang that gave us… our new downtown.
Milliseconds after the explosion, huge
amounts of entrepreneurial energy spread
out and formed the spectacular condo
galaxies we see today. Also, by gravitational laws we can only theorize about, we
saw the creation of “globular clusters”
formed by entrepreneurial energy that
spread out and then coalesced in quite
specific areas of our universe. Although
unsure of the exact forces of these clusters,
scientists have given them names like the
“Sort-of-South-Beach/Beach Drive
Cluster,” the “Bourbon Street/Carnival
Atmosphere Lower Central Cluster,” the
“600 Block Central Hip Cluster,” and at
the far edge of the universe, the alwaysevolving “Grand Central Star Cluster.”
As interesting and appealing as these
clusters are, there is even more to our
universe than meets the eye. Fringe energy
groups have formed that follow the same
physical laws, but do not always put out as
much light as the larger clusters. These
groups form close enough to the center to
siphon out some of the expended and
unresolved basic energy and thus creating
their own unique systems that are worth
the visit. For example:
Corrigan’s This fringe energy group is
interesting because it is on the edge of the
Beach Drive Cluster, but it is far enough

away from its gravitational pull to evolve
a more South Boston than South Beach
atmosphere. This friendly, inviting and
unpretentious neighborhood saloon has all
the beer, booze, and pub feel you need if
you’re looking to be away from the crowded
and noisy downtown but close enough to
reenter if you wish. Look for it on the
corner of Beach Drive and 1st Ave South.
Fish Tales Sometimes star groups steal
energy from galaxies far away. Fish Tales
absorbed energy pulses from Key West and
has formed a laid-back beach bar/marina
atmosphere that is a real, not forced,
experience. The only difficult part of this
casual place is finding it, but it is worth the
search. Drive past the old Dali Museum,
and just before the bridge over Salt Creek
take a left and look for a sandy parking lot
on the right. Don’t look for a sign because
there is none. But listen for the music, and
once you go through the wooden gate you
will enter a little bit of Key West right here
in St. Pete.
Boricua Another example of local
energy groups absorbing additional energy
from distant places. I’m not sure how
Puerto Rican food is different from any
other Caribbean region, but this brand
new Puerto Rican restaurant deserves
attention. Pork, chicken, rice, not-sosubtle sauces and plantains – plenty of
delicious plantains – are all cooked in an

open kitchen home-like atmosphere.
What could be better than an exciting
menu of interesting food, served by a
friendly staff, and eaten either indoors or
better yet in an outside setting nestled in
a quiet space next to the Harborage
Marina? You find this place sitting right
next to the old Dali museum’s parking lot
on 3rd Street South.
Flamingo Bar The remnants of an
ancient system... If you are tired of the 21st
century PC attitude telling you how to
behave in public, time-travel back to the
1950s at the Flamingo Bar. This is not some
phony modern attempt to make a bar look
like the ’50s. This place is the 1950s, and
you can drink, smoke, swear, play pool, and
act like we humans used to with impunity.
This what-you-see-is-what-you-get place
is just as real and righteous as the man who
felt so comfortable sitting and writing at
the bar during his waning years: Jack
Kerouac. 1230 9th Street North.
So, welcome to our constantly evolving
universe. There is much here to see and
enjoy, so don’t get too caught up in the
brightest spots. Their gravitational pull is
significant, but blast your afterburners
sometime, and break off to see the further
reaches of space. There is so much to see
here. I will continue to search out the
strange and unique and report back to you.
Over and out, n
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AROUND THE BLOCK
‘Battle of the Burg(er)’ Returns to
Grand Central District

the

F

or the 2nd year in a
row, restaurants of
the Grand Central
District will be participating in the ‘Battle of
the Burg(er),’ a monthlong
contest
to
determine who serves
the best burger. During
the month of August,
consumers will be able
to dine at the participating restaurants to taste the entries and then
vote online for their favorite. In addition, a panel
of celebrity judges will score each burger to
determine the winner of the Judges’ Choice.
Participating restaurants include:
• Beak’s St Pete
2451 Central Avenue
727-321-9100
Facebook.com/BeaksStPete
• The Burg Bar & Grill
1752 Central Avenue
727-894-2874
TheBurgBar.Com
• Craftsman House Gallery & Café
2955 Central Avenue
727-323-Arts (2787)
CraftsmanHouseGallery.com
• Georgie’s Alibi
3100 3rd Avenue N
GeorgiesAlibi.com
• Mayster’s Cafe
2444 Central Avenue
727-420-1744
MaystersCafe.com
• The Queens Head
2501 Central Avenue
727-452-3878
TheQueensHeadBar.com
• Urban Brew & BBQ
1939 Central Avenue
727-822-8919
UrbanBrewAndBBQ.com
Diners will be able to cast their votes for the
People’s Choice award through the Grand Central
District Association’s website (www.grandcentraldistrict.org) and Facebook page between
August 1st and August 31st. The winners will be
announced on September 3rd, and a trophy
presentation will be held on a following date to be
determined.
For more information, please contact Lauren
Ruiz, GCDA’s executive director, at 727-828-7006
or via email at gcda@grandcentraldistrict.org.
About the Grand Central District: Founded
in 2001, the Grand Central District is designated
nationally and by the State of Florida as a Main
Street Community. A unique urban village, the
District is home to many beloved local restaurants
and bars, antique retailers, art galleries, unique
shops, professional and personal services, health
and wellness providers, and the Imagine School of
St. Petersburg. The Grand Central District is
pedestrian and bicycle friendly, and can be easily
reached via the Central Avenue Trolley.

Page 14

September/October 2013

Not Your Typical Neighbor

B

Jim Sheehan

eing a transplanted Northerner,
friends of mine (Yankees) have
asked me from time to time if I
liked living in Florida, particularly St.
Petersburg. Then, eventually, those
same friends would start to look for a
hammer or other heavy blunt instrument
to hit me with to shut me up. Maybe I
was a little long-winded. Maybe I
couldn’t stop talking. I told them to
imagine living in a place where the sun
always shines and the lawns are always
perfectly manicured (except mine). If
you walked a few blocks to the bay, you’d
see boaters, kayakers, paddle boarders,
runners, bikers, people walking their
dogs – the flow of humanity. It made you
want to engage in some healthy activity
yourself, and it always made you want
to smile. And then I’d tell them about
my neighbors. (This is where they’d
really want to hit me.) I had the best
neighbors… people who picked me up
when I could hardly stand on my own.
They were like family. I had to leave
them because of circumstances beyond
my control, but I will never forget them.
Since this is an article for the Northeast
Journal, you all know what I’m talking
about – at least with regard to the neighborhood. I can’t speak for your neighbors
though. This article is about one of
mine: Barbara Heck.
Now Barbara was not a typical
neighbor on our little street. She was a
neighbor to everyone on Snell Isle and
beyond. For those of you who don’t
know Barbara, she is a diminutive,
middle-aged woman with blond hair
and a captivating smile that is on
display constantly. Her disarming
charm is also her weapon of choice and
she has used it very well over the years
for the benefit of us all.
Let me give you a rundown of a few
of the things Barbara has done for us in
the recent past: She was the president of
the Snell Isle Property Owners Association three times, each time for a stint
of two years. Barbara constantly told me
during the course of my interview with
her for this article that she was just one
of many and to be sure and tell everyone
that she did not work alone. She, and
those others who worked with her, are
responsible for the beautification of
Snell Isle: Those great palms, the historic
lights on Snell Isle Boulevard, the always
freshly-painted panthers. She is also
responsible (with others…) for Snell Isle
Sells, the largest garage sale in St.
Petersburg. As Barbara describes it, the
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care of her mother when she became
ill. Then it was her dad, who died two
years ago at 96. And she is moving
because her daughter, Susan, has taken
a job with Google. Susan previously
lived in Ft. Lauderdale and she traveled
a good deal in her prior position. On
those occasions, Barbara would go to
Ft. Lauderdale to take care of her granddaughter, Christina, who has spina
bifida. She is going to San Francisco
with Susan to do what she was doing
here: help with Christina. It’s the same
reason she came to us so many years
ago. Do you see the common thread
yearly garage sale is a win-win-win
running through this story?
situation: Residents get to sell possesBy the way, Susan Alderson and
sions they no longer want; buyers get
Barbara
have known each other since
great stuff; and the Salvation Army
pre-school.
When that was is another
comes in and gets whatever is unsold.
tidbit
I
could
not get out of either
Barbara was president of CONA, the
of
them.
Council of Neighborhood Associations
When I sat down with Barbara
for South Pinellas County, for three
before I wrote this piece, I asked her
years. This council assisted local neighspecifically about the people in her
borhood associations form
life. She teared up when
and develop, and helped
she spoke about her father
communities come together.
As you can imagine, CONA
and her twelve-year-old
also wielded a lot of political
granddaughter Christina,
clout, although, try as I
because she admires their
might, Barbara would not
common
qualities.
tell me about any specific
Christina has no feeling in
projects that CONA either
her body from the waist
supported or killed. I told
down, yet she perseveres. “I
her it’s these juicy little
just have to work a little
tidbits that can make or
harder,” she tells her grandbreak a story, but she still
mother. According to
would not divulge anything.
Barbara, her father was the
Barbara was the spokesmost understanding person
person for the group and
in the world. He never had
appeared many times before
a bad word to say about
the St. Petersburg City There’s Barbara, to the teacher’s right diligently working on her project.
anybody. Toward the end of
Council and the Pinellas
his life, he lost the ability
County Commission.
from Susan Alderson who, as you all to swallow. Yet, until the day he died,
Rays baseball is always a hot topic know, is the managing editor for the
no matter how much pain he was in,
in our community. Barbara was a Northeast Journal. Susan needed my
he never lost the smile on his face.
member of the ABC Coalition, a group help. She needed an article for this
How does that saying go? Oh yes: The
of twelve community leaders who met edition and time was running out. I had
n
to discuss various issues associated with no problem writing an article, but I had apple does not fall far from the tree.
the Tampa Bay Rays, including if, no idea what to write about. Within Managing Editor’s Note: Barbara and I, as
when, and where a new stadium should minutes, I received an email from Jim mentioned in his article, have been
be located. Once again, despite my full- Barbara saying that she was relocating, friends since we attended Aiken Open Air
court press, she wouldn’t tell me saying goodbye. I knew then what I was Nursery School. We were three years old
anything about their recommenda- supposed to do. I knew it wasn’t coinci- and, no, neither of us will tell you when that
tions, which never became public. Last dence that I received those two emails was! That’s me, second from the teacher’s
left. I can’t think of a more perfect tribute to
but not least, Barbara was a member of within minutes of each other.
Barbara than what Jim wrote. Barbara has
the Police Community Council, a
Hooey, you say? You may be right,
helped me out so many times with things I
group of business and community but this is my story and I’m sticking
needed for this publication, and I always
leaders who interfaced with the police to it.
knew she would have a quick answer for me
department about neighborhood issues.
California will be a big change for for whatever I needed. She is a friend to
It’s a pretty good résumé, but that’s Barbara, but not all that drastic. She many, a dedicated worker, and one of my
not why I am writing this article? Nor lived on the west coast for about twenty lifelong friends. This community has been
is it that Barbara is a stellar member of years working as a marketing project very blessed by her loyalty and love for St.
the community whose time has come manager in Silicone Valley and only Petersburg. We will all miss you, Barbara.
for recognition, although that would came home to St. Petersburg to take Susan Alderson
certainly be a good enough reason.
Here’s the truth: I believe that events
happen for a reason and you have to
recognize the messages that you are
given in life – big and small – and act
upon them. Don’t worry, I’m not going
to get religious on you here. I’m just
prefacing my story. Barbara, my former
neighbor and your present neighbor, is
leaving St. Petersburg and moving to
the west coast – San Francisco to be
exact. We are losing her to those
left-wing hippies and wine connoisseurs (just kidding, Californians). Now,
let me digress for a moment: I write
fiction novels. When I first started
about eight or nine years ago, Barbara
Heck could not do enough for me.
Every event that she had a part in, she
would invite me to come and promote
my books. And she never hesitated to
promote me when I wasn’t present. So,
in my own mind, I owed her a debt of
sorts. The other day, I received an email
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AROUND THE BLOCK

Cancer Prevention Study

B

e a part of history! This year, you have the
unique opportunity to participate first
hand in a landmark new cancer research
study, Cancer Prevention Study-3 (CPS-3).
This is an opportunity for those of us who have
never been diagnosed with cancer to actively
get involved. You can help the American Cancer
Society better understand how lifestyle,
genetics and the environment affect cancer and
how we can better prevent the disease now and
for future generations.
Enrollment will be taking place at St. Pete
General Hospital on November 13th and
Parallon, Shared Services Center in Largo on
November 14th.
For information and to register visit www.
cancer.org/cps3florida
*****

Upcoming Events
There are always great things to do in St. Pete.
Here are just a few...
Carefest
September 28
Various St. Petersburg locations
www.carefestusa.com
Arts Alive/Free Museum Day
September 28
Participating St. Petersburg museums,
10am-3pm
www.stpete.org/artsalive
Paddles Up St. Pete
September 28
Lake Maggiore, 7am-7pm
www.paddlesupstpete.com
Saturday Morning Market
October 5
Al Lang Stadium parking lot, 9am-2pm
www.saturdaymorningmarket.com
St. Petersburg Mayoral Candidate Forum
October 14
City Hall, 6pm
www.stpete.org/cityclerk/elections/index.asp
Times Festival of Reading
October 26
USFSP Campus
www.festivalofreading.com
Enjoy Arts & Tastes
November 15-17
Various locations
www.enjoyartsandtastes.com
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Going/Growing Wild
in the Old NE

T
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Flora Adorer

iming is everything, especially
when sowing seeds for a native
Florida wildflower garden. You’ve
likely seen some homes in The Old
Northeast ablaze in wildflower colors
throughout the year. Residents have
taken out the front grass and made
lovely gardens that would be right at
home in the country. You can do the
same, and the timing is perfect. Fall and
early winter (mid-October to early
January) is the ideal time to sow seeds.
Use the next month or so to prep the
soil, sketch a design, order seeds and lay
walking paths to ease your way around
the plantings.
Wildflower seed packs are $3 each
at www.floridawildflowers.com, and
mixed seed packs sell for $20-$159. You
can also find seed – and nursery plants
for a quick start – at local retailers,
including Twigs and Leaves (2131
Central Avenue) and Wilcox Nursery
(12501 Indian Rocks Road, Largo).
Both offer landscaping if you need the
help. I has shopped there many times,
and they are so knowledgeable and
helpful. Tell them Flora sent you!

We’ve got dozens of wildflowers
indigenous to our area. Just remember
this when choosing plants as they are
classified by location: we live in a “pine
flatwoods” zone 9 (9b to be exact). You
must know your sunlight as well. A
sunny garden needs at least four hours
of direct sun, although six is best. Some
native plants will grow in shade, but
your plant choices are fewer.
Oh, the choices! I love red tropical
sage (salvia), beach sunflower, blackeyed Susan, Leavenworth’s coreopsis,
butterfly milkweed, blue porterweed,
and Carolina jessamine. At www.plantrealflorida.org you can find all the
plants for our area, bloom time, and
what wildlife they’ll bring to your yard.
And by the way, the Florida state
wildflower is coreopsis.
If you’re not a purist, you can add in
other perennials. Herbs and veggies
look dandy, too, especially rosemary
and carrots. Shop any local garden
center for those.

Coreopsis, the Florida state wildflower

I did hear from a reader after writing
a rant about sago palm scale. A.J.
Broome wrote that his 4x7 wide sago is
thriving, though it needs regular TLC.
Every month or two he sprays the
bottom, trunk, and ground underneath
the sago with Ortho Volck spray (horticultural oil), which coats the plant and

Wildflower yard on 1st Street N

suffocates the scale. “A little dedication
to save something so amazing is worth
it,” he writes. Sago is a beauty, so if
you’re willing to pamper this dinosauraged plant, go for it!
I am simply horrified by the giant,
rat-sized African land snails that are
devouring Miami-Dade. They eat plant
life and stucco, can cause disease in
humans, and are so sharp that they
puncture tires! Let’s hope they don’t
migrate north (like so many other pests
do). In the meantime, we have those
little garden snails and slugs to contend
with, especially with all the rain. I have
success with Bayer Advanced Snail and
Slug Killer Bait Granules, which are pet
and wildlife-safe. Sprinkle them in
containers and in garden beds every few
weeks. You might also try copper
flashing or posts around the garden
(snails won’t go near it) although it’s a
pricey metal. Or set out plastic
containers, dug into and level with the
soil, filled almost to the top with beer
and let the snails drop in and drown.
Then go enjoy your own beer or cool
drink at the Old Northeast Tavern!

Those of you with six hours of
sunshine can celebrate the official start
of Fall veggie gardening on Labor Day.
Celery, cabbage, lettuce and collards are
good cool-season veggies, though I have
also put in broccoli and carrots this time
of year. Herbs such as rosemary, tarragon,
basil and mint do well. Those who are
sun-challenged, don’t fret. There are
root veggies and herbs that grow in
shade. Visit the folks at Dolin’s Garden
Center (801 62nd Avenue N) for
advice, plants and seeds. I love their
email newsletter (sign up at the store or
send an email to mail@dolinsgardencenter.com, or be a friend on Facebook).
It’s so nice to shop local, don’t you
think?
Let me know about your garden and
send a photo, too. Email me at
nsnaeditor@aol.com.
‘Til next time, happy gardening! n
Flora Adorer is the “nom de bloom” of an Old
NE resident with extensive knowledge about
plants and vegetation. Also look for her/him in
the quarterly newsletter of The Historic Old
Northeast Neighborhood Association.

ATTRACTIVE
—
SENSIBLE
—
LANDSCAPING
Call for Ideas and Free Estimate

flatwoodslandscaping.com
727-278-6811
Save Time and Money,
and Enjoy Your Yard With
New Low-maintenance Landscaping,
Walkways, Patios and Lighting
––––––––––––––
Serving Pinellas County Since 1983
––––––––––––––
Florida Native Plant Society
Award Winner

SPECIALIZING IN: Native Plants • Xeriscaping • Low-voltage lighting • Drip irrigation
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GOODNESS InDEED

St. Petersburg Celebrates U.N. International Day of Peace
Imam Askia Muhammad Aquil

“On this International Day, let us promise to
make peace not just a priority, but a passion. Let
us pledge to do more, wherever we are in whatever
way we can, to make every day a day of peace.”

O

— United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon

music, Kuumba African dancers and
drummers, Mongolian music, dancers
from India, and reflections on peace
from notable thinkers and world leaders.
“Better than a thousand hollow words, is one
word that brings peace.” — Buddha
Representatives from the St.
Petersburg International Folk Fair
Society (SPIFFS) will participate in
their native national and ethnic attire.
They will lead a
procession as part
of the event’s
dramatic opening.
“Peace is one of
humanity’s most
precious needs. It is
also the United
Nation’s highest
calling.”

through interfaith conversations and
activities. Rev. Janel Miller-Evans,
chaplain at Westminster Palms
retirement community on North Shore
Drive, is SPIA president. Bishop
Preston Leonard, longtime pastor of
Christ Gospel Church, serves as vice
president. Sharon Cook, lay leader at
First Church of Christ Scientist, is
SPIA secretary and chair of the Events
Planning Committee.
Other association and committee
members include Rev. Dr. Russell
Meyer, who serves as the executive
director of the Florida Council of
Churches; Dr. Roy Kaplan, former
executive director of the National
Conference of Christians and Jews who
currently teaches at the USF Tampa
campus; immigration specialist attorney
Sepideh Eskandari of the Baha’i
community; Rev. Robin Whitlock,
pastor of St. Augustine’s Episcopal
Church; and Rev. Kim Wells, pastor of
Lakewood United Church of Christ.
“Peace is not the absence of war; it is respecting &
accepting each other and promoting human rights.”

n Saturday afternoon, September
21, 2013, the acoustics of the
magnificent hall of The Palladium
Theater at St.
Petersburg College
will reverberate with
pulsating rhythms,
vibrant messages,
and melodious voices
emanating from
some of the Tampa
Bay area’s most
talented groups and
individuals. They
— U.N. Secretary General
will assemble at a
Ban Ki-moon
musical concert in
In 1981, the
harmonic support of
United Nations
the call by the
General Assembly,
United Nations
by unanimous vote,
Fred Johnson and the author
General Assembly to
adopted Resolution
collectively celebrate globally and 36/67 establishing the International
locally the reality of peace.
Day of Peace (IDP). The Resolution — Miss Nida Ashfaq, International Young Catholic
Fred Johnson, internationally- was adopted in part, “…to devote a Students (IYCS), Pakistan
known artist and performer, is producing specific time to concentrate
and directing the show which will be the efforts of the United
presented on the Palladium’s main stage Nations and its Member
starting at 2:30pm. “Our plan is to States, as well as the whole of
present a 90-minute program comprised mankind, to promoting the
of a multi-culturally rich tapestry of ideals of peace and to giving
music, dance, spoken word, and positive evidence of their
renderings of positive thought gleaned commitment to peace in all
from the writings of global Masters,” viable ways.” Since 1982,
Johnson explained. The Palladium is International Day of Peace,
located at 253 Fifth Avenue North in aka Peace Day, has provided
downtown St. Petersburg.
“an opportunity for
“Peace begins with a smile.” — Mother Teresa
individuals, organizations,
Professionals and amateurs, youth and nations to create practical
and seniors, solo and group performers acts of peace on a shared date. Fred Johnson and Gumbi Ortiz
will stir the souls, lift the spirits, excite More information is available
The concert at the Palladium
the minds, unite the hearts, and bring on the official website www.internaTheater
will be followed by a World
smiles to the faces of the audience that tionaldayofpeace.com.
Café model interfaith community
is expected to reflect the rich diversity “Peace is its own reward.” — Mahatma Gandhi
of the Tampa Bay community.
The St. Petersburg Interfaith conversation which will take place a
Performers will include indigenous Association (SPIA) is promoting, few blocks from The Palladium at
Americans, a Latin World opening by organizing, and coordinating 2013 Trinity Lutheran Church located at 401
renowned percussionist Gumbi Ortiz Peace Day activities in St. Petersburg. Fifth Street North. Both events are free
with Youth Peace Ambassadors, Gospel SPIA is dedicated to promoting peace and open to the general public.

“…all religions of the world teach us to respect
man, regardless of color, race, gender and faith.”
— Jahangir Piara, Organization for Peace and
Development, Pakistan

Several groups and organizations
have joined in the global Day of Peace
observance and have agreed to be
co-sponsors or partners in the
celebration. Among them are the
University of South Florida St.
Petersburg Office of International
Affairs; Achieva Credit Union; Eckerd
College Center for Spiritual Life; Cook
and Phillips Financial Group; and St.
Petersburg College. The Fourth Street
Branch of BankUnited hosted a preview
and fundraiser social for the event on
August 22.
“Peace is not merely a distant goal that we seek,
but a means by which we arrive at that goal.”
— Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The SPIA Events Planning
Committee regularly hosts interfaith
conversations and multicultural events
at different venues throughout the city.
Recent events were held at Christ
Gospel Church, the Baha’i Center,
Holy Family Catholic Church and at
First Church of Christ, Scientist. The
goals of SPIA’s interfaith events are:
1. To diffuse antagonism,
distrust, and ignorance
regarding the world’s religions
and the hatred directed at those
who practice them;
2. To increase mutual trust,
respect, and civility by publicizing the similar core values of
world religions; and
3. To form relationships
which could be useful in
diffusing tensions in our
community, should a need arise.
For more information
contact Rev. Janel MillerEvans at (727) 776-6445 or via email
at janelmillerevans@gmail.com or
Sharon Cook at (727) 686-6875 or by
email at sharonfcook@gmail.com. n
“There are only two forces in the world, the
sword and the spirit. In the long run the sword
will always be conquered by the spirit.”
— Napoleon Bonaparte
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P EO P L E A N D P E TS

Karri Baughman with Sasha and Emma
11th Avenue NE

Aaron Abelman and Gatsby
26th Ave N

Linda Murray and Belle
18th Avenue NE

Photo submitted by subject

Gene Nice with Gucci, Chanel, Remi, Shylo and Chloe
4th Street N

Katie Hall and Harper
17th Avenue NE

Emilia Hobbes and Holly
17th Avenue NE

Jennifer Kurusis and Brinkley
10th Avenue NE

Dr. Wilhelm Goetze with Henry Lee and Gertrude
Oak Street NE

Kate Hoornstra and Gracie
18th Avenue NE

To Submit Photos to People and Pets:
Email your HIGH RES digital photo to susie2wong@gmail.com. Please include your name, address, phone number and pet’s name.
Photos by Susan Woods Alderson unless otherwise noted.
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BRINGING OUT THE BEST Con’d from page 1

mately 800 children and adults in the
area. They have three distinct children’s
programs supporting over 500 children,
and an Adult Day Training program
serving approximately 300 on a daily
basis, and four homes with 94 residents.
Up North, Eunice Kennedy Shriver
grew up playing with her sister, Rosemary
who had a developmental disability, and
she saw how poorly people like her sister
were treated. Watching Rosemary grow,
and seeing how experts underestimated
the abilities of the intellectually disabled
in sports and other physical activities,
Eunice had a vision to provide opportunities to help them reach their full
potential. In 1962, she started Camp Caretaker Ashley Smith takes a hands-on approach with June
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Chris and June, both PARC
residents, are also new members of the
St. Pete Stingrays swim team and
practice twice a week. Coached by Gary
Parsley at Northshore Pool, they
recently participated in their second
Special Olympics swim meet, in the
freestyle and backstroke events. At
PARC Center Industries, Chris also
works to help businesses with their
assembly, packing, and shipping needs.
He is proud of his weekly paycheck and
looks forward to spending it on a variety
of outings. When asked about the meals
offered at his residence, he emphatically proclaims, “Lasagna!” as his
favorite, adding, “I love the staff at
PARC,” as he gives Kory Blair a bear

Leadership St. Pete’s potted bloomers, ready for a new home at PARC in Bloom

NEJ’s art director Julie Johnston (right) helps judge at the S.O. Equestrian Championship.

Shriver in her backyard, which has now
grown into the internationallyrenowned organization known as the
Special Olympics.
At the local level, both programs
have created an awareness and drawn
people of all abilities together for a
common cause. Our community as a
whole is reaping the benefits from the
efforts put forth by these two women.
Vice president of community
relations at PARC, Kelli Caputo,
explains of the developmentally
disabled, “We’re giving them the skill
set that they need to be out in their
community and to be comfortable.”
While PARC began as a preschool
Chris is right at home in the pool.
focusing on children with developmental disabilities, the program now extends to people of all ages, bringing together
residents, staff, and volunteers from all around the Tampa Bay area, including the
Old Northeast. “We have close to 400 full-time, part-time, and relief staff. Last
year, we had approximately 400 volunteers who helped out in some way. It’s
amazing to see the groups that have come together to do something special for
the individuals at PARC.”

hug.
Blair, with a Master’s degree in
Therapeutic Recreation and Aquatic
Therapy, and staff member at the Bert
Muller PARC residence, initiated the
relationship between the Northshore
Special Olympics swimming program
and PARC. Both she and Ashley Smith
are hands-on therapists and get in the
pool with the swimmers. Blair explains
that people are oftentimes unsure of
how to approach individuals with
special needs, and encourages interacting with them on a personal level as
one would with any stranger they meet.
“Even starting with something as basic
as a name can go a long way,” she says.
“Individuals with special needs are
differently-abled, full of potential, and just as likely, if not more so to make a
positive impact on the world around them. This is what I try to make clear to
people unfamiliar with this population.”
Caputo appreciates that potential and the benefits of empowering individuals
with options. “It’s all about choice at PARC. How do you or I want to spend our
day? What are our favorite things to do? Do we want to learn a vocation and get

Special Olympics Florida
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a job? It’s a choice. It’s about an individual’s goals.”
Caputo continues, “Recreation is definitely
important. The children in our preschool take part
in a national Healthy Families movement which
focuses on good nutrition and recreation.” PARC
residents compete at multiple Special Olympics
events, choosing from their favorite activities which
range from track-and-field, to swimming, to equestrian events. “They’ve also participated in golf
clinics with First Tee of St. Petersburg, baseball with
Miracle League, and Kiwanis’ Horses for the Handicapped, an equine therapy program.” Caputo says.
The Northeast Journal’s own art director, Julie
Johnston is a volunteer with various organizations
dedicated to the developmentally disabled. She has
recently started volunteering with PARC’s special
events and art studio. “I was searching for a place to
donate some of my art supplies, and I stumbled across
this beautiful oasis of people helping people. What
a fantastic place PARC is!”
Shortly after moving to Florida, Julie found an
event combining two of her interests – Special
Olympics and horses – The Special Olympics Equestrian Championship at the Tampa Fairgrounds.
There she met staff, volunteers, and riders from
Bakas Horses for Handicapped. Along with volunteering at Bakas special events and offering her
graphic design skills, Julie has also helped judge the
Equestrian Championship for more than 5 years.
“Objectively judging riders as they navigate the trail
event is a delightful challenge. Riders’ abilities and
personalities vary so much, so we have to keep
focused on how each rider accomplishes each
element of the trail.” She remembers one particular
rider this year, “He got a perfect ten on that element
because he steered his horse into a perfectly straight
stop-and-hold. I still get goose bumps thinking of
that moment.” She looks forward to the next
Championship the first weekend in May 2014.
At that same Championship, athlete Karl Robert
(pictured on the cover) competed in the working
trails competition and came in 2nd Place, receiving
the silver medal. He trains at the Marion Therapeutic Riding Association (MTRA) in Ocala,
Florida, and competes for Special Olympics Florida
– Marion County. The range and depth of training
and competition opportunities offered by Special
Olympics is remarkable. In addition to the Equestrian events, Karl also competes in flag football,
track-and-field, basketball and bowling.
Programs at PARC are not limited to sports and
recreation. Among their many offerings is the annual
Art in the PARC event featuring work created by
residents and clients at PARC’s Fine Arts Studio and
Gallery and 5th Ave Jewelers. Lynn Marie, entrepreneur and artist who attends PARC day programs,
was eager to market her paintings. She explains that
she receives 50% of every piece she sells, and 50%
goes back into funding the supplies for the program.
This past July, the event was held at USF St. Pete’s
Harbour Hall. “Our artists achieve professional status
when they sell their work!” says Caputo.
This year, PARC was also selected as the
Leadership St. Pete Class of 2013 project, a division
of the St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce. Class
members renovated a worn area of PARC, tripling
the size of their garden. Two staff members are
currently coming up with a curriculum for the garden
program. Caputo adds, “This program will be therapeutic, vocational, and entrepreneurial when they
grow plants, vegetables, and herbs to sell in the
community. Hopefully we’ll have some product for
the Green Thumb festival next Spring.”

Continued on page 24
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PARC’s history is long and rich,
boasting veteran staff, many with careers
spanning 20-35 years. This year, the
organization will be celebrating its 60th
anniversary with its annual Black Tie
Gala at the Renaissance Vinoy Resort
& Golf Club on October 19. The Gala
itself is celebrating 44 years. “People
who started this event took a risk to help
bring PARC’s mission into people’s
homes – to make supporting children
and adults with developmental disabilities something you can do and have fun
while you’re doing it,” explains Caputo.
Every person who has been touched
by a special-needs individual has a
heartwarming and magical story,
enriching the lives of both involved.
Gary Parsley shares his philosophy
about coaching the Stingrays, “I made
it clear to the swimmers when I started:
It’s not about winning. It’s not about
who is the best. It’s about doing the best
that you can do,” – a philosophy, that
if people of all abilities could achieve,
would make the world a better place.
To learn more about the various
programs in our community, please visit:
www.parc-fl.org
www.bakasridingcenter.com
www.sopinellas.org n
Livia Zien makes her home in the Old Northeast
with her husband Greg and two kitties, Oaxaca
and Poulsbo. She enjoys running, swimming,
cooking, and of course, writing for the
Northeast Journal.

Ruthie received blue ribbons for the standing
long jump and the 50m walk, a red ribbon for
the softball throw.

Lynn Marie, artist and entrepreneur, proudly
holds a piece of her artwork to be sold at Art
in the PARC.
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AROUND THE BLOCK
Helen Torres’ Pops In the Park
20 Year Commitment

2

013 marks the 20 year commitment made by
Helen Torres and the Helen Torres Foundation
to bring the Pops in the Park concert to bay-area
residents. As many as 15,000 people gather together
to enjoy the free concert under the stars and a
dynamic fireworks finale.
Ms. Torres’ generous underwriting of the concert
has been supported by dedicated local businesses,
residents, local newspapers, and two groups known
as Helen’s Buddies and Bucket Brigadiers.
If you would like to donate, please visit
www.floridaorchestra.org or call Erin Bonawitz,
donor relations and events manager,727-362-5424
to make a tax deductible contribution.

Two communitybased organizations
participate in the event.
Tampa Bay Harvest and
VSA International
Young Soloists Program.
Tampa Bay Harvest
distributes donated
canned foods to the
counties of Pinellas and
Hillsborough. VSA
sponsors many talented
musicians and soloists
A huge thank you goes to
Helen Torres for her years of in a pre-concert perfordedication to the Pops in the
mance at 5:30pm.
Park concert.
Bring your picnic
baskets, blankets and
chairs to a very special evening with
Helen Torres and the Florida Orchestra
at the Vinoy Park on Saturday,
October 19 at 7pm.
*****

Community Café to Open Soon
If you could help create a new
sandwich at your favorite cafe, what
would be on it? If your new home-awayfrom-home was throwing a party in
your honor, what would the theme be?
These are two of the many ways
you can become a part of Community
Café, a new collaborative café opening
in St. Pete. They want you to help

create a place you’ll love, joining with the
community to reflect the diverse wants and needs
of our city.
“One thing we’ve noticed about St. Pete lately
is a shortage of low-key, late night options, especially
those that serve food,” founder Mandy Keyes says.
“It’s even more noticeable for vegetarians, who
have really limited options past 9pm.”
Community Cafe will be open from lunch
through late night, serving coffee, tea, beer, and
wine. Their sandwiches and wraps will use local
produce, and there will be many vegetarian and
vegan options on the menu.
The cafe wants to unite the community through
local music, local art, and other events. KSPL founder
and president Olga Bof says, “we’ve been excited
about the Community Café opening in our city ever
since we learned about them and are incredibly proud
and honored to have them as one of the awesome
members of our Independent Business Alliance.”
The Community Cafe team is working on
opening the cafe by late summer. They’re actively
scouting potential locations in downtown St. Pete,
ideally on or near Central Ave, and need your help.
They’ve set up a crowd funding campaign to raise
funds to start “bigger, better, and closer to
downtown.” If you want to create your own
sandwich, have a party thrown in your honor, or
simply pick up a new coffee mug, check out their
Indiegogo page.
To keep informed about what Community Cafe
is doing, visit www.communitycafestpete.com or
www.facebook.com/CommunityCafeStPete. n
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$19.25 PRIX FIX MENU.*
WEEKEND ENTERTAINMENT.
GASTRONOMIC SUNDAY BRUNCH.
RENAISSANCE VINOY RESORT & GOLF CLUB
501 5th Ave NE, St Petersburg, FL
Restaurant Reservations: 727.824.8072
marchandsbarandgrill.com
*Limited seating available, offer valid from
5-6:30 p.m. Not valid on holidays.
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TO D O IN S T. P E TE

Fine Art
● Custom Framing
● Unique Gifts
● Home Accessories
●

is now

ARTicles

Leslie Curran
727-898-6061

VISIT OUR
NEW LOCATION
1445 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, Fl 33705
Like Us on Facebook
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AR O U N D TH E B L O CK
Where Have All the Flamingos Gone?
This past spring,volunteers
noticed that there are only two
flamingos remaining from the
Turner-era at Sunken Gardens. It
seems that old age has finally
caught up with the sociable flock.
To help remedy the situation,
several Old Northeast residents have
helped to form a group called
Flamingos Forever to raise funds to
purchase additional flamingos for
the Gardens. (Although the City
owns Sunken Gardens, City staff did
not want money for flamingos
coming from taxpayers in these
difficult economic times.)
Finding flamingos to purchase
has turned out to be quite an undertaking. They are not readily available, as they are difficult to breed and cannot
be imported into the United States from abroad. This means that they are
expensive and cannot be purchased “on demand” when you need them. They
are rare!
The Flamingos group, including Robin Reed and Sally Lawson, decided
that the best approach is to raise funds so that when flamingos do become
available the group will be able to obtain them immediately.
The Old Northeast Garden Club has been helping, in addition to other
organizations, and St. Petersburg Preservation is assisting the effort to maintain
the historic character of the Gardens by creating a Flamingos Forever fund so
that contributions are tax deductible. Checks may be made payable to SPPI
Flamingoes Forever Fund, and mailed to Robin Reed at 705 16th Avenue NE,
St. Petersburg FL 33704.

For more information on flamingos and how you can help the cause, please
visit the new Flamingos Forever Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
FlamingosForeverFund.
*****

LCC Day School 3rd Annual Holiday Boutique
Don’t miss the LCC Day School’s Holiday Boutique this year, featuring
holiday gifts, clothing, jewelry, handbags and more. Shopping hours are 8am4:30pm on Monday, September 23, 2013. If you are interested in being a
vendor, email adavis@lccdayschool.com. There’s something for everyone!
*****

Our Award-Winning Photographer
Tampa Bay Magazine has a
photo contest once a year and
hundreds of people enter their
best photos in hopes of being
one of the 12 winners. Photos
are to be taken in the Tampa
Bay area, and the subjects range
from landscapes and flowers to
buildings and people. Now a
three-time winner, NEJ’s
managing editor and resident
photographer, Susan Alderson
submitted a photograph of her
daughter, Rebekah, in a sassy
pose, wearing a bowler hat, in
a downtown St. Petersburg
alley. Susan says she felt very
honored to have won since
Tampa Bay Magazine is a prestigious, classy, and well-known
publication. n
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GREEN BENCH BREWERY Continued from page 1

It’s not just the name that holds a historic meaning. Parts of the past are
intertwined with the creation of the new brewery. All three are locals to the area
and have such a heart for the city. The group has big dreams and plans for the
future of the brewery and its impact on St. Petersburg. “This will be something
in St. Petersburg history (that) has never happened before, and we are proud to
be doing it here,” said Nathan. Having high hopes that the brewery will attract
more people to the city.
The building where the beer is brewin’ is an old Chrysler repair shop from the
very first Chrysler dealership in St. Petersburg. Completely renovated, the building
now stands as a brewery with a tasting room, outside beer garden, and beer
production floor where tours will be given. Enter the building and you walk into
a breathtaking atmosphere. Over 7,200 square feet has been designed with a
distinct purpose. The first room you enter is the beer tasting room. Good childhood
friend to Steve and Nathan, John Best, aided with the design. Best joined the
project as the lead designer for the tasting room and beer garden. With a history
of working for shows like Extreme Makeover, Best lets his talent shine with the
unique and welcoming areas he has created. All the lighting is original and
designed for the brewery. While in the tasting room, you may get lost in its detail,
but you will surely not miss the view into the production floor.
Walk up to the bar counter and many locals may recognize the façade. Hex
blocks, an historical element of St. Petersburg, act as the bar’s facing, and more
can be found outside as the patio in the beer garden. Hex block sidewalks were
built when the city was founded and still remain in the area as a staple item.
Family and members of the community gave the blocks to the brewery helping
them to incorporate the old to build the new.
Outside in the beer garden, you can smell the confederate jasmine along the
picket fence, play bocce ball with friends, or simply relax. “No one has green space
downtown, no one has a yard you can sit in, so this will be a first... and that was
really important for us. We wanted outdoor space. We wanted a place for you to
get outside,” said Nathan.

Nathan found out that after leasing the building, his 100-year-old grandfather
worked at the location where the garden is now.
Roommates in college, Nathan and Steve gained a home-brewing passion and
knew they wanted to open a brewery. Joining their passion is head brewer, Khris,
who can talk your ear off about all the exciting ideas he is conjuring up. Their
dedication to the art of brewing feeds into the energy of the brewery. “The beer
we make – the beer Khris makes – we want it to be some of the best beer people
are going to taste in the United States, because that is also a refection of St.
Petersburg as a city, and we want to make people in St. Pete proud of what we do
here,” said Nathan. The brewery will begin with more ale-style beers. Their focus

NORTHEAST JOURNAL

September/October 2013

Page 31

is quality vs. quantity. Khris said they will provide “really flavorful and unique
beers, ones that are great to drink year-round,” while at the same time educating
people about different styles of beer.
The team said that they have a few things that will make them stand out,
making them the first in many areas. One of those things remained under a blue
tarp the entirety of the tour. Not even hints were given! I left with the desire to
come back, not only to taste the beer, but to see what they have up their sleeve.
The journey for Steve and Nathan hasn’t been easy, but they are 100% invested
and believe in giving the city something that is long lasting. “We want to be part
of what pushes this city forward… What we had to go through to get this off the
ground… We had to go out and do this on our own, raise the money, and spend
every dime we have. Really this is all us, and this is us investing into the city,”
said Nathan.

Their passion to make the best beer and a long-lasting brewery shows. When
I toured the brewery, it was nearing its final stages. I could feel the energy,
excitement, and passion from everyone. It was invigorating. So much history is
infused in the individuals, the building, the décor, the name, and the community.
A fusion between the past and present are leading toward a bright future. Providing
an environment to take time and smell the roses, to enjoy now, and to appreciate
what is to come. The brewery will have some of St. Pete’s original and notorious
green benches. Opening in the Fall of 2013, Green Bench Brewing company is
‘brewing up’ an invigorating movement among the community to push St.
Petersburg forward, while also remembering to never forget what we are known
for… taking time to sit down and enjoy the moment, and maybe this time with
a unique delicious brew. Cheers! n
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Vinoy Hotel, Harborage Marina, Sailing Center, North Shore Aquatics Complex,
the three Yacht Basins, USF St. Petersburg, and Al Lang Stadium. The plan will
include guiding principles for future decision making, and will be used as guidance
in considering future public and private development proposals and significant
physical changes to the character of the downtown waterfront; updating of individual
park and facility master plans; and proposed capital improvement projects.

The Spa was built on the approach to the Pier in 1913, just three years after the dedication of
the Downtown Waterfront Park. It served as a recreation and entertainment center and helped
to attract residents and tourists to the Pier and downtown. Courtesy of Michaels Family Collection

The City has contracted with the Urban Land Institute (ULI) to prepare an
initial report. ULI will utilize an Advisory Services Team of national experts to
meet with a panel of community persons to obtain their ideas, concerns, and
recommendations. The team has been tasked with reviewing a host of issues such
as Spa Beach upland uses; improved connection of the waterfront to Mirror Lake
and Williams Park; live performance spaces, etc. There will be a public forum
September 9th at the USF Student Activity Center, 200 Sixth Avenue South
(6:30pm). The Team will conduct interviews in late September. The actual plan
will be drafted by a consultant who is yet to be named. There will be further
opportunities for public input, but they are not yet scheduled.
The waterfront parks have long been revered by our city. This is reflected by
the special protections given them, and other parkland and waterfront property,
in the City Charter, our city’s governing document. No waterfront property or
park owned by the city may be sold or donated without voter approval through
a referendum. Leases of more than three to ten years, depending upon location,
must be approved through referendum. (Albert Whitted Airport may be leased
for up to 25 years without voter approval.)
As we begin this important new planning initiative, it is useful to recall the early
history of our waterfront parks and early city planning efforts. The history and story
of the downtown waterfront parks is legend. Our city’s leaders first began to seriously
debate the future of the downtown waterfront in about 1902. William L. Straub,
St. Petersburg Times editor and visionary, championed the effort to save the waterfront
property for parkland, and thereby launched St. Petersburg as a tourist destination
and residential community. He and others associated with him, including C. Perry
Snell and Mayor Albert Blocker, effectively achieved their goal of reserving the
waterfront for parkland on Christmas Eve 1909. Straub termed the achievement
“the best Christmas present that St. Petersburg ever had.” Our early city leaders did
not limit their vision for the waterfront to green space, although that was first and
foremost. They also included within that vision facilities for the enjoyment of
residents and tourists. First among these was establishment of a Yacht Club. The
origins of the Yacht Club also date to 1909, and Straub served as its first secretary.
Just three years after the Waterfront Park was established, a City-owned-andoperated Municipal Pier was built. This was the first of three City-owned piers, the
others being the Million Dollar Pier and today’s Inverted Pyramid Pier. After the
area between Beach Drive and today’s approach to the Pier was filled with sand

This post card dates from about 1930 and shows the downtown waterfront parks looking north
from Waterfront Park Stadium to the Vinoy hotel. Note the much smaller footprints of the Yacht
Club, the Arts Center (later the Museum of Fine Arts), and the History Museum, all of which
have been expanded in size over the years. Also note that 1st Avenue North has since been
closed, adding to the Parks’ green space. Courtesy of Michaels Family Collection.
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dredged from the bay, a “bathing pavilion,” soon to become known as the Spa, was
privately constructed on the fill leading out to the Pier. The Spa initially offered
salt- and sulfur-water baths, a steam room with “hand and electric massage,” a coffee
room, soda fountain, and space for dances. Straub boosted this “splendid” pavilion,
saying it would “delight” the public and “pay substantial revenue to the city.” This
was followed in 1914 by city-constructed hangars for the world’s first airline on the
north mole, an aquarium built about 1920 (now the History Museum), and arts club
in 1923 which evolved into the present Museum of Fine Arts. The City donated
four-and-a-half acres of waterfront parkland in 1961 to the MFA.
A city advisory Parks Board was established in 1913 at the urging of Straub and
others. Straub, with conservationist Roy Hanna who chaired the new Parks Board,
then contacted the Olmsted Brothers firm to contract with them to develop a parks
plan. The Olmsted Brothers were the nation’s most prestigious firm in landscape
architecture. The Parks Board shifted its attention from the city to the county.
Pinellas County had just been formed from part of Hillsborough County, and the
opportunity seemed ripe for engaging the county as a whole in park conservation
and planning, rather than limiting efforts to St. Petersburg. In 1914, the Olmsted
firm was hired by the county commission. They sent their associate James Frederick
Dawson to accomplish the plan, which took on his name. At the time, the powers
of county government were limited, and in order to implement the Dawson Plan
it was necessary to establish an independent taxing board. The prospect of higher
taxes and the establishment of an independent board caused the county commission
to withdraw their support and the plan was never implemented.
Al Lang Stadium, a part of the waterfront parks system, replaced Waterfront
Park Stadium on virtually the same site in 1947. This action was approved in a
referendum. Al Lang was rebuilt in 1977 and the present structure dates from that
time. The Yankees, Cardinals, and Mets played there, and for a time the Rays.
The original Waterfront Park Stadium (Field) was built in 1922. It had seating
for 2,500. Baseball star Babe Ruth and many other baseball greats played there
between 1922 and 1947. Straub was also an enthusiastic supporter of Waterfront
Park Stadium. He extended
his congratulations to those
involved. He also noted the
stadium plans called for the
ball park to be a “beauty spot
instead of the high-boarded
enclosure that so many ball
parks become.” He then went
on to say there are “plans for
an environmental fence and
vines and hedge which will
give the ball park the
appearance of a real park and
at the same time secure the
purposes of an athletic field.”
Perhaps he was struggling a
little with himself to fit the
concept of the stadium into
waterfront green space. Or
perhaps his commitment to a
beautiful publicly owned
waterfront included buildings
and other structures if they
Map showing the Downtown Waterfront Parks. The
were attractive, as well as
downtown waterfront parks stretch from Poynter Park
green space. In the same
adjacent to the former Dali Museum building on the south
Times edition containing the
to Coffee Pot Park on the north. They cover about four
linear miles and encompass more than one hundred acres. above quote, Straub also
Included within this area are now sixteen parks and the Pier. called for establishment of a
city planning board.
Courtesy of Michaels Family Collection.
Straub was appointed to
the new planning board and became its chair. The planning board, as did the
parks board before, turned for assistance to a preeminent expert, John Nolen.
Nolen had been a student of Frederick Olmsted, Jr. who taught landscape design
at Harvard in addition to his landscape architect practice. Nolen completed his
city plan in 1923, Florida’s first. It reflected much of the planning philosophy of
the Olmsted brothers and their father. Completed in 1923, Nolen’s plan envisioned
St. Petersburg as a resort city which necessitated preservation of the city’s
outstanding natural environmental features. He called for development of a park
system that followed the creeks and Cross Bayou drainage canal, surrounded by
a series of pleasure drives. Other features of his plan included a network of park
blocks that would enable all residents to live within a half mile of natural green
space; axial boulevards leading downtown; and development of Central Avenue
as a grand boulevard. While the plan was defeated in a referendum in 1923, it
nevertheless served as a catalyst for thoughtful discussion about St. Petersburg’s
future and as the basis for later city planning. Nolen’s firm later proposed a zoning
ordinance approved by the city in 1933.
In 1930, the city again repackaged and pitched its most plentiful commodity:
sunshine. A Solarium, for nude sunbathing, was built by the City to the west of
the Spa on the site of the Green Lantern Recreation Building. Some 30,000 people
turned out for the dedication. Straub was also an enthusiastic supporter of both
Continued on page 34
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the Spa and the Solarium, and he
advocated their direct operation by the
City. “When city officials are quoted in
favor of leasing waterfront property, it
is time to remind them that the general
public interest comes first and that
giving up the control by the municipality of such important properties as
the Solarium and the Spa would
undermine and possibly destroy some
vital factors in the up-building of the
tourist and other industries where
public relations are of first importance… Some of the most potent
advertising in the north is built around
the Solarium; sunbathing is considered
one of the important healing agencies.”
While Straub clearly deserves the
lion’s share of the credit for creation of
the Waterfront Parks, another city leader,
C. Perry Snell, also contributed significantly to the parks’ creation. Snell was
developer of much of the Old Northeast,
Snell Isle, and the Snell Arcade
downtown. In 1912, just two years after
the dedication of the Waterfront Parks,
Snell made a tour of Europe giving
special attention to how European resort
cities developed their waterfronts. He
determined that a major building
providing for amusement and recreation
was often located on the waterfront. He
was particularly impressed with the
Kurhaus Hotel in The Hague, Netherlands. Upon his return to St. Petersburg,
as Chair of the Waterfront Committee
of the Board of Trade, he unveiled a new
plan for the waterfront. This plan called
for a museum, a clubhouse, a women’s

In 1912, C. Perry Snell proposed the Concordium Plan to replace the Waterfront Parks. Fortunately it was never implemented, but it did set
a direction for recreational and amusement activities to be located on the approach to the Pier. Courtesy of Michaels Family Collection.

league building, a dance hall, skating
rink, café, bathing house, and new
promenade pier. At the center of all this
would be a 2000-seat auditorium and
activities building to be called the
Concordium. All of this would have been
built on the site of the newly established
Waterfront Park! The plan was heartily
endorsed by William Straub, who called
it “splendid,” and the plan was unanimously approved by the city council.
Fortunately, for those who value the
green space of the Waterfront Parks, the
Concordium Plan as envisioned was
never implemented. But it did establish
a direction for future development of the
waterfront, although most of the development was along the approach to the
Pier: the History Museum, clubhouse,
dance facility, café, indoor pool, solarium,
and a pier at the end. Straub later recognized a distinction between the
Waterfront Park as it first stretched from
4th Avenue South to 5th Avenue North,

and the filled land creating the approach
to the Pier. While he saw the City as
having strong policies protecting the
parkland between Beach Drive and
Bayshore, he observed that there was no
policy addressing the approach to the

is demolished, will it be replaced by
green space or something else? (The
Urban Land Institute is specifically
tasked with reviewing “future use
options for the Al Lang Stadium and
parking lots site.”)

Waterfront Park Stadium was built in 1922. It was replaced by Al Lang Field in 1947.
Courtesy of Michaels Family Collection

pier. In 1920 he noted that “section of
the city’s waterfront has been set apart
tacitly for the use of amusement enterprises,” and endorsed the idea of
establishing a formal policy regarding its
future development.
We now begin a new chapter in
waterfront planning. While there have
been previous master plans addressing
the waterfront parks, these have not
taken on the comprehensive and
holistic approach of the present effort.
Tapping the prestigious Urban Land
Institute to initiate the master planning
process follows in William Straub’s
earlier practice of obtaining the services
of preeminent national experts to help
guide local planning processes. The
Team has its work cut out for them. Our
waterfront has always been the subject
of vigorous debate. A few of the issues
to be addressed include:

Protecting existing green space

As the economy
recovers there will be increasing
pressure to develop and encroach upon
the waterfront park green space. The
only land remaining for adding to our
green space is the land occupied by the
extensive surface parking areas on the
approach to the Pier, and the parking
lot adjacent to Al Lang Stadium.

and adding to it

The Future of Al Lang Stadium
Shall the one-hundred-year tradition of
major league baseball in some form be
continued on the waterfront, either
through renovation of Al Lang Stadium,
or through its replacement? If Al Lang

Expansion of Beach Drive Should

Beach Drive be expanded to the south
across the Al Lang site and park green
space? Were this to be done, is it
possible to add commensurate green
space for the parks in another location?
(Again, ULI is tasked “to specifically
include the Beach Drive extension
concept…” as part of its review).

ULI

is charged with reviewing

the integration of the new

Pier

into the downtown waterfront

The Lens design was rescinded in the
recent referendum. While the Lens
design originally included plans for the
upland and linkages to the business
district, most of those plans were set
aside due to lack of funds. The meshing
of the Pier with the upland and other
waterfront parks and the business
district remains an issue critical to the
success of a new Pier and the integrity
of the park system. In the past the Pier’s
success has been due not only to the
programs and activities (restaurants,
retail, fishing, etc.) offered on the
overwater structure, but also on the
upland (Spa, Senior Citizens Center,
Solarium, etc.). When the city was
dependent upon a trolley system, the
trolley extended literally into the
Million Dollar Pier head building.

Making

the

wat e r f r o n t

pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly

How can increasing automobile
congestion, associated pollution, and
poor use of downtown land for surface
parking be reduced?
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Marine Discovery Center ULI is tasked with identifying “desirable enhancements to the waterfront.” One much-discussed enhancement is a Marine
Discovery Center. Is there a way to add a Marine Discovery Center to the waterfront, either as a part of the new Pier or at some other waterfront location? A
Marine Discovery Center is an educational and entertainment facility designed
to present the marine and wetland environments of the Tampa Bay estuary, and
to highlight the work of the many noted marine research and protective programs
operating in and around our city. Such a center would reflect St. Petersburg’s
sense of place as a marine-oriented community, naturally involve our budding
marine science institutions, and engage our schools and young people as well as
adult residents and tourists.

Effect of sea level rise on Downtown Waterfront It is estimated
the sea will rise by three feet by the year 2100. How will the downtown waterfront be affected and what plans need be put in place to deal with this major
geographic change?
Our city’s downtown waterfront history and story is complicated. The creation of
the downtown Waterfront Park was a purposeful, strategic decision by Straub, Snell,
and other city leaders. It involved a thoughtful appraisal of our city’s economic
potential, both as a tourist-oriented city and a city aspiring to provide quality of life
for its residents. Public ownership of waterfront property was rare in the early 1900s.
It took vision and courage to advocate for city ownership of the waterfront, an action
which took valuable property off the immediate tax roles in exchange for long-term
benefits. It involved early recognition that the waterfront was the city’s primary asset,
and that if it were to be saved for parkland and public use it was important to act
before development occurred, rather than after. Straub and others wandered at times
from their vision, particularly with the Concordium Plan, but their original vision
was nevertheless sustained. The balance of green space and public amenities such as
museums and recreational facilities has been an on-going struggle and continues to
this day. Straub’s vision involved both. Our early efforts at city planning were not
immediately successful. The Dawson, Nolen, and other plans reaching at least to the
1970s failed to be implemented. They were inspired in a way by Straub’s accomplishment of preserving the scenic beauty of the waterfront and developing around
it, a concept now referred to as New Urbanism. While these early plans failed, they
positively influenced later planning efforts that achieved a better balance between
preservation of green space, public amenities, and commercial development. The new
Downtown Waterfront Master Plan project is an effort to continue that tradition. n

The “Million Dollar Pier” was built in 1926. It was named the Million Dollar Pier because that’s
almost exactly what it cost. The Pier head building, known as the Casino, lasted until 1967 when
it was demolished. The bridge and the “surround” of the pier head (now the Inverted Pyramid)
lasted until 2013 (their demolition is pending). Note the trolley tracks leading into the Casino
and the special wing built to receive the trolley. This was transportation integration of the Pier
and downtown at its finest. Courtesy of Michaels Family Collection.
Resources used in this article include Raymond Arsenault, St. Petersburg and the Florida Dream:
1888-1950; Rick Baker, Mangroves to Major League: A Timeline of St. Petersburg, Florida;
William C. Ballard (Ed.), A Nautical Heritage–The St. Petersburg Yacht Club Story:
1909-2009; City of St. Petersburg, Documents (various); Walter P. Fuller, St. Petersburg and
Its People; Karl H. Grismer, The Story of St. Petersburg; Thomas Reilly, Jannus: An American
Flyer; the St. Petersburg Times; R. Bruce Stephenson, Visions of Eden; and W. L. Straub,
History of Pinellas County Florida.
Will Michaels has served executive director and trustee of the St. Petersburg Museum of History,
vice-president of the Carter G. Woodson Museum of African American History, president of St.
Petersburg Preservation and co-chair of the Tony Jannus Distinguished Aviation Society, and is
currently president of the Flight 2014 Planning Board, which is coordinating the celebrations for
the centennial of the world’s first airline. He is the author of The Making of St. Petersburg which
is available on Amazon or at Haslam’s Book Store. Will is available to speak to community groups
and may be reached at 727-420-9195. For more information about Saint Petersburg Preservation,
the St. Petersburg Museum of History, the Tony Jannus Distinguished Aviation Society, or the
First Airline Celebrations go to www.stpetepreservation.org; www.spmoh.org; www.woodsonmuseum.org; www.tonyjannus.org.; and www.airlinecentennial.org
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M E ET Y O U R NE IG H B O R

Susan
Thompson

Steve
Nilsen

Lucinda
Johnston

Snell Blvd. NE

Monterey Blvd. NE

11th Avenue NE

q What is your favorite animal?

My dear sweet dog Eddie. Fantasy pet: giraffe.

w What was your most valued possession as a child?
My rocking horse

e What do you like about living in the Northeast
area of St. Petersburg?

The wonderful people, the beautiful homes and, all
of the amazing outdoor activities.

r In a movie about your life, which actor should

q What is your favorite animal?

Our cat Boots and our dog Honey-Bunny, but they
don’t know they’re animals.

w What was your most valued possession as a child?
My bike. I rode that thing through ice and snow.

e What do you like about living in the Northeast
area of St. Petersburg?

The sense of community that has been given to us
by those who came before us. It’s a gift.

q What is your favorite animal?
Dogs, of course!

w What was your most valued possession as a child?
My dog, Pierre

e What do you like about living in the Northeast
area of St. Petersburg?

The “walkability”

r In a movie about your life, which actor should
play you?

play you?

r In a movie about your life, which actor should

Meg Ryan

t If you wrote a book, what would it be about?

Joaquin Phoenix. His intensity would help what I
expect would be a pretty slow movie.

t If you wrote a book, what would it be about?

Julie Bowen. We are so much alike!
My many adventures

y Whom do you most admire?
My father

u What is our favorite commercial?
I’ve always liked the E-Trade baby.

i If you were a teacher, what would you teach?
Etiquette and manners

o What is the best feeling in the world?

When my new grandson looks at me and smiles.

1) What kind of music do you like?
Heavy metal

1! Are you a listener or a talker?

I love to talk, but know when to listen.

1@ What do you miss most about your childhood?
Water skiing with my brothers and sister

1# What is your passion?

My job. I love selling luxury real estate.

1$ What is your favorite breakfast?

Homemade waffles with almond butter and bananas

1% What is your very favorite part of your day?
The minute my feet hit the floor upon waking

1^ What is the best reward anyone can give you?
A hug and a smile

1& What is the most important thing to you in life?
My family

1* Name one thing you couldn’t live without.

That would have to be 3. My son, daughter, and
grandson.

play you?

t If you wrote a book, what would it be about?
How writing a book is like everything else: you
have to set your mind to it and get it done.

y Whom do you most admire?

Rachel Carson

u What is our favorite commercial?
I hate commercials.

i If you were a teacher, what would you teach?

u What is our favorite commercial?

o What is the best feeling in the world?

As an international marketer I created numerous
commercials. I have to admit they are all my
favorite.

i If you were a teacher, what would you teach?
English literature, my own undergraduate major.

o What is the best feeling in the world?
Love

1) What kind of music do you like?

My wife calls it “bouncy music.” I am not sure
what it is, but I like it.

1! Are you a listener or a talker?

A talker who thinks I am a listener.
What was the question?

1@ What do you miss most about your childhood?
Being young?

1# What is your passion?

Health, happiness and family

1$ What is your favorite breakfast?

“The All-Star Special” at Waffle House

1% What is your very favorite part of your day?
Cocktail hour in the library

1( What is your favorite drink?

2) What is the oldest piece of clothing you still wear?

1& What is the most important thing to you in life?

A scarf that my grandmother passed down to me

y Whom do you most admire?

Good ole Winnie Churchill. He never quit
believing in his own ability to defeat evil.

1^ What is the best reward anyone can give you?

Green tea with honey and mint

The Gulf of Mexico

Knowing I contributed to them reaching their goals
Love and happiness

1* Name one thing you couldn’t live without.
Cocktail hour in the library with my wife

I was and I taught Science.

Sipping a cool drink on my boat with my husband,
son and good friends.

1) What kind of music do you like?
Anything Jimmy Buffett

1! Are you a listener or a talker?
Both

1@ What do you miss most about your childhood?

Wind in the live oak trees. Air Conditioning robs
us of some pretty cool sounds.

1# What is your passion?

Preserving the Gulf of Mexico

1$ What is your favorite breakfast?
Mango Smoothie

1% What is your very favorite part of your day?

That little break between afternoon and evening,
right before sunset.

1^ What is the best reward anyone can give you?
A big thank you!

1& What is the most important thing to you in life?
My family

1* Name one thing you couldn’t live without.
Key limes

1( What is your favorite drink?
Patron, straight up

2) What is the oldest piece of clothing you still wear?
A baseball cap from Jack’s Dive Locker, Kona
Hawaii.

1( What is your favorite drink?

Dwd

Manhattan on the Rocks, but anything with
bourbon in it should work.

2) What is the oldest piece of clothing you still wear?
A sports coat my parents bought me for my first job
interview. It doesn’t fit very well anymore, but I
expect it to be fashionable again shortly.

Dwd
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T H E H E A RT G A L L ERY
The mission of the Heart Gallery of Pinellas & Pasco is to provide an emotionally safe way to connect children with families through a traveling
exhibit featuring the faces and stories of local foster children ready for adoption. For more information, please visit www.heartgallerykids.org.

BRANDON

TA’VYLA

D’QUARIAN

ERIC

still waiting
for their
forever families
DAVION

Five of the Longest-Waiting Children in the Gallery — Throughout the Years

1. Salvidor Dali Museum detail; 2. Lighted trees in front of Vinoy; 3. St. Raphael’s Catholic Church School; 4. House Lamp Lady (2274 Coffeepot Blvd. NE); 5. House Pineapple (House at corner of 6th Ave. & 1st St.);
6. U.S. Coast Guard Tall Ship Eagle in Port of St. Petersburg; 7. St. Petersburg across Tampa Bay as seen from MacDill AFB; 8. Orchids in the fountain at the Vinoy, on the Beach Drive end; 9. Detail on the Vinoy,
from the back of the hotel; 10. Plant row (145 6th Ave. NE)

7

8

9

10

3

4

1

5

6

2
Photos by Brent Johnston
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