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Payback Time for Rick Carson
Linda Dobbs

S

oon, the last issue of the Neighborhood News will be arriving in our mailboxes! In its absence,
what will we talk about? How will we know what’s going on in the Old Northeast?
No, this is not an obituary for Rick Carson (as he says tongue-in-cheek). Rather, this is a
standing ovation, a Pulitzer Prize if you will, for the long-time editor of the HONNA (Historic Old
Northeast Neighborhood Association) newsletter. There just isn’t a name for the honors he deserves
for being the best, most patient, faithful, and longest-serving newsletter editor and photographer in
the world of newsletter editors.
Who does a stress-filled, time-consuming,
under-appreciated job for 14 years for free?
Rick Carson does. And, he has also been a
newsletter editor for free for other organizations, many at the same time. Well, maybe
he isn’t perfect; he is sort of quiet (if that is
a fault). He is always there at every function,
in the background quietly taking it all in, as
his camera shutter clicks away.
Trying to think of another something that
keeps him from being perfect is difficult, but
the only thing that presents itself is this: how
little he shares about himself. Rick is such a
good listener, and his name is a recognizable
one in The Old Northeast, but how much
do people really know about him?
We just had to ask, then call, then email,
and be persistent, and then... voila! So, here
is the scoop.
The first question we all ask is:
Why? Why are you quitting this wonderful,
free job? It seems that ‘timing’ is the answer.
Some newspapers, magazines, and other
publications are downsizing while at the
same time expanding their online presence.
“A quarterly is just not timely anymore and
The ubiquitous Rick Carson
that’s what is needed now for this culture,”
Continued on page 34

Mayor Don Jones

Framework of Reason – Part 2
This is the second of a two-part article based on an extensive interview with former mayor Don Jones.
Don Jones was mayor during a time of intense infrastructure improvement,
and a watershed period for St. Petersburg’s civil rights history.

U

Will Michaels

pon his election as
mayor in 1967, Don
Jones announced three
goals: the creation of small
parks in needy areas of the city;
transfer of Mound Park
Hospital (now Bayfront) from
city operation to a non-profit
corporation; and increasing
wages for city employees.
During his first year in office,
the first two goals were
achieved. But in the midst of
these progressive steps, a major
city crisis was soon to erupt and
it had to do with Mayor Jones’
third goal, adequate wages for
city employees.

Continued on page 36

Former Mayor Don Jones with First Lady Mary

Staff and committee members Stacey Fuqua, Robin Reed, Sarah Carvalis,
and Jennifer Tyson

We’ve Been Flocked!
Sunken Gardens Receives 20 Flamingos

L

Linda Dobbs

ocal residents often see a neighbor’s yard filled with plastic
flamingos for a day and accept it as a fun, crazy, ‘Florida’ way
to celebrate a birthday, anniversary, birth, or other event.
But, in fantastic style, Sunken Gardens has just received a flock
of 20 young Chilean flamingos, and they are here for good. These
youngsters join 60-year old George and Lucy, the only remaining
flamingos out of an original flock of 17. In 1956, the flamingo
flock was the most iconic feature of Sunken Gardens.
The public was invited to ‘meet and greet’ the youngsters on
Sunday, May 1 and anyone wearing pink received $1 off their
admission price. Hours were extended, there was music and
games, and a long-awaited public showing of the flock of 22
flamingos. A huge contingent of volunteers donated their time
all day long to be roving docents, ‘bird sitters,’ lobby greeters,
and anything else needed to manage the excited public crowd.
Best of all, it was the public that made all of this possible,
giving donations ranging from coins to thousands of dollars.
Those funds and the volunteer Flamingos Forever committee
headed by local resident, Robin Reed, and the due diligence of
the Sunken Gardens staff made this dream come true. And, the
donations were all tax-deductible, thanks to the involvement
of St. Pete Preservation.
The flamingos were transported via a climate-controlled van
from the San Antonio Zoo in Texas on April 20. Sunken Gardens
nature preserve supervisor, Bill O’Grady, traveled to San Antonio
beforehand to meet the birds and let them become comfortable
with him. They were instant friends, as O’Grady is known as a
bird specialist at the Gardens.
The new flock is comprised of: ten birds 1-year-old or under
(mostly gray-colored); two 1½-year-olds; three 5-year-olds (gray
and white); two 13-year-olds; one 14-year-old; and two 6-year-olds
(all flamingo pink).
Now, imagine enjoying a quiet retirement in your newly
enlarged and renovated home, and then having 20 ‘grandchildren’ arrive one day to live with you – that must have startled
the older birds a bit. Slightly hesitant at first, the youngsters were
slowly introduced to George and Lucy in a small enclosure. The
fencing was slightly moved each day to make a larger area. With
only a few feathers ruffled, they settled in very easily and all
obediently (usually) retire to the newly expanded night enclosure.
Chief bird curator Frank Nesmith oversees everything.
George and Lucy have risen to the occasion, according to
O’Grady – sometimes literally, as George stretches tall, spreads
his wings, and even stands on an overturned pot. They herd the
young ones, sometimes poking those that need it, and standing
protectively between them and any outsiders. “The birds are not
aggressive,” he explains, but they do need to know who is boss.
Continued on page 39
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Spring 2016 St. Pete Real Estate Market Update:
If you’ve been thinking about selling your property, NOW is the perfect time to capitalize! Here’s why:
#1 We’re in a red-hot Seller’s market! #2 Inventory is low and St. Pete homes are commanding premium prices!
#3 There’s a strong demand from Buyers (all cash and mortgages) #4 Interest rates are incredibly low!
My Latest Listings

4721 Coconut Palm Cir NE

1849 Ohio Ave NE

OFFERED AT: $699,000

LAST OFFERED AT: $299,000

Call me today for a showing

Under contract in 4 days!

Call Me Today for a
FREE Comparative
Market Analysis for Your Property!
COMPETENT | COURTEOUS | RESPONSIVE

Work with a highly skilled agent with a
Broker’s License and MBA!

www.TampaBayResidentialProperties.com
www.facebook.com/ChristopherEwingRealtor
RE/MAX METRO is independently owned and operated and sells more residential
real estate annually in South Pinellas than any other brokerage.

(Mobile/Text)

THE WORLD’S MOST DESIRED HOMES

1010 15TH AVE N
$1,250,000

146 20TH AVE NE
$549,000

7300 SUN ISLAND DRIVE S
$280,000

2275 COFFEE POT BLVD
$70,000

1865 BRIGHTWATERS BLVD NE
$3,550,000

1950 ARROWHEAD DRIVE NE
$1,799,000

1960 72ND AVENUE NE
$1,390,000
4 bedrooms/3.5 baths, 4540 SF

http://tours.jamesostrand.com/440156

1325 SNELL ISLE BLVD - WATER CLUB
$1,175,000

176 26TH AVE N
$1,175,000

214 7TH AVENUE N
$499,000

1010 15TH AVE N
FOR RENT

Represented Buyer

http://tours.jamesostrand.com/447240

6198 52ND STREET S
$1,025,000
Represented Buyer

100 1ST AVE N
SALE PENDING

http://tours.jamesostrand.com/464954

http://tours.jamesostrand.com/462096

3 bedrooms/3 baths, 2268 SF

673 MALTA COURT NE
$285,000
Represented Buyer

101 17TH AVE N
SALE PENDING – $749,000

234 21ST AVENUE NE
$1,190,000

5 bedrooms/4 full baths, 2 half baths, 4900 SF

SARAH & DON HOWE
ST. PETERSBURG’S LUXURY HOME SPECIALISTS
727 498 0610 | sarah@coastalpgi.com | don@coastalpgi.com | sarahanddonhowe.com
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P U B L IS H E R’S N OT E

LCC Day School
Pre-K2 through 8th Grade

Singing Praises!
There is something to be said for those who quietly (or at least without
much fanfare), go about their business upholding their convictions and
doing for others as a way of life. This issue of the Northeast Journal seems
to capture and sing the praises of those unsung heroes.
Boy, what an important force for good former Mayor Don Jones was (see
cover). What courage and conviction it must have taken to stand strong in
the face of just about everyone in his City government undermining and
blocking him from doing what was fair and just. He just celebrated his 90th
birthday during a surprise party held for him at City Hall. It’s never too late
to celebrate and honor those who have served the greater good.
I’m also happy to see another unsung hero get her place in the sun! Read
about Ardith Rutland and her ongoing effort to keep Pete’s Park looking its
best. While it’s ‘not her job,’ as a neighbor to the park, Ardith has taken it
upon herself (with her own time and money) to make sure that this public
space may be enjoyed by all. Next time you see her weeding or planting
away, please make a point of telling her you appreciate her efforts. That’s
all most of these behind-the-scenes do-gooders need.
And, while just about every person in this issue qualifies for an Unsung
Hero award, this one is particularly impressive in my book! Please read
about 8th grader, Meira Kowalski, who, after doing research for her history
project, learned about the Lost Boys of Sudan, and has decided to collect
medical supplies to help a now local Lost Boy give back to his country. Not
only is she a compassionate and giving soul, her intelligence and maturity
are completely highlighted in the quality of the video she produced. The
link is in the article. Please read it and weep... literally. I have a feeling this
unsung hero will be impressing us for years to come.
Finally, let me be very clear: without Rick Carson’s blessing, the Northeast
Journal would not be here today.
This is why Rick is so special to me and probably to the many people he
has touched throughout his life. Rick has been the longtime editor of the
HONNA newsletter which will publish its last issue next month. When I got
the idea of starting the Northeast Journal, Rick was the first person I contacted.
He listened quietly to my ideas and saw that our two publications would serve
our readers in very complementary ways. Since he is all about the greater
good and connecting people, not only did he give me his blessing, he also
provided his guidance and even a page of content in each issue. Never fear!
At least two pages in the Northeast Journal will now be dedicated space for
the Neighborhood News beginning in the June issue. Please read about – and
then make a point of thanking – Rick for his years of dedicated service to our
community. I am sure we have not seen the last of his many gifts!
Enjoy!

Jen
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PREMIERSOTHEBYSREALTY.COM

Representing Premier Sotheby’s International Realty
in Downtown St. Petersburg, Snell Isle
and Old Northeast

COMING SOON

Monterey Waterfront
5 bedrooms, 4 baths, 3-car garage
Resort-style, single-story

AVA I L A B L E P R O P E RT I ES

RECENTLY SOLD

4687 Alisa Cir. NE
5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths
Venetian waterfront
Brightwaters Waterfront Estate
4 bedrooms, 5.5 baths
Location, location, location
2300 Andalusia Way NE
4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths
Historic Old Northeast

1135 Monterey Blvd. NE
4 bedrooms, 3 baths
Large yard with pool

CALL FOR PRICES AND AVAILABILITY TODAY.

SANDY WATERBURY | JENNY PUTRINO
727.507.1788

727.385.0562

Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Property information herein is derived from various sources including, but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include
approximations. All information is deemed accurate and neither suggests nor infers that Sotheby’s International Realty participated as either the listing or cooperating agent or
broker in the sale or purchase of the properties depicted.

255 14th Ave. NE
4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths
Old Northeast mansion
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M EE T TH E W R ITE R S
We would like to sincerely thank and introduce our writers. The time and talent they dedicate to writing about good people, good places, and good things happening
is what makes the Northeast Journal the quality publication that our readers have come to expect and love.

Samantha Bond owns her own insurance business, and has
lived in St. Petersburg since 2014. From Maryland, she
relocated to Tampa, graduating from USF in 1988. Her children
attend FSU.

Rick Carson has lived in St. Pete since 2001, after a career
journey that took him from national Republican politics to the
innkeeper of a B&B – from the cesspools of Washington to
cleaning guestroom toilets (ask him if there is any difference).

Linda Dobbs, 12-year ONE resident; lived/worked in 10
states and three continents; a journalist/editor for 40 years;
member of City’s International Relations Committee and Dali
Guild; Tai Chi enthusiast; docent-in-training at Sunken
Gardens. Husband Bob, 3 children, 3 grandchildren. [linda_
dobbs@yahoo.com]
Mary Hampton, our self-titled, Queen of Recycling, is a
retired educator. In retirement, she has been thrilled to marry
her high school sweetheart, Steve. She is the proud grammy
of three beautiful granddaughters. Mary loves writing for the
Northeast Journal. [resourcewisdom@gmail.com]

280 3rd St S

Crislip Arcade
645 Central Ave

Hollander Hotel
421 4th Ave N

Northstar Realty
Old NE Tavern
718 2nd St N

Kahwa North
475 2nd St N

Kahwa South
204 2nd Ave S

Graham White has traveled to over 70 countries. Before St.
Petersburg he lived outside of the U.S. for 11 years. His
hobbies have included hang gliding, scuba diving, and acting.
He and Cathy love the art scene and diversity in St Pete.
[johngrahamwhite_1980@hotmail.com]

Rollin’ Oats
2842 9th St N

Sheps Market
2001 4th St N

St. Pete Bakery
1961 4th St N

Racquet Club
170 47th Ave N

UPS Store

200 2nd Ave S

Gina Norris is a longtime resident of St. Petersburg, where
she lives with her husband and family. She is a registered
nurse with Pinellas County Schools and author of the children’s
book series Livvie and Buggles. She has 4 children and 3
grandchildren. [bugglesmama@tampabay.rr.com]

Holly K. Walker has over 20 years of experience in speaking
and writing both professionally and socially. She has been a
resident of NE St. Petersburg since 1995. She is married and
has two children. She also enjoys philanthropy and serves
on several boards. [walker93@gte.net]

216 Beach Dr NE

Sotheby’s

Will Michaels is retired as executive director of the History
Museum and has served as president of St. Petersburg
Preservation and vice president of the Dr. Carter G. Woodson
Museum of African American History. He is the author of The
Making of St. Petersburg. [wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com]

Janan Talafer A long-time Snell Isle resident, Janan Talafer
enjoys writing about people and places in St. Petersburg, her
adopted hometown. She loves swing dancing, blues music,
and gardening, even when the weeds threaten to overtake
the yard. [janantalafer@gmail.com]

American Spirits

102 2nd Ave NE

Becky Malowany is a Tampa Bay native, Snell Isle resident,
freelance writer, and businesswoman. She earned her
Master’s Degree from the George Washington University and
Bachelor’s from FSU. Becky has a passion for travel, art,
sports, animal welfare, and the environment. [rlemmon123@
gmail.com]
James Martin and his wife have been residents in the historic
Old Northeast for the past 4 years. James is a graduate of
the USFSP, and is an everyday outdoorsman who enjoys
anything that includes being on the water or surrounded by
nature. [everydayoutdoorsman@gmail.com]

Pick up your
Northeast Journal
on the go!

Livia Zien moved to the area from Washington, DC in 2000.
She married, traveled, and changed careers from electrical
engineering to culinary arts to teaching math. Livia (who also
enjoys running and swimming) and her husband Greg love
life in the ONE with their two kitties.

“Rally your Family”
for tennis, fitness and swimming. Try us!
Membership Special
Three Months
for the Price of One
Single $170
Family $205

Free weekly tennis clinics, swimming,
fitness and great food at the
NEW Baseline Bistro

Join today!

Full tennis, pool, and gym privileges included

727.527.6553 170 47th Ave NE, St. Petersburg • www.racquetclubstpete.com

614 Columbus Drive
$2,695,000 | Web ID U7768345
Robyn Gunn

727.421.7234

851 Brightwaters Boulevard NE
$4,150,000 | Web ID U7764553
Alona Dishy & Rick Scherer
727.458.8037

300 Beach Drive NE #2801
$4,100,000 | Web ID U7765462
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

1800 North Shore Drive NE
$3,395,000 | Web ID U7752431
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

5366 62nd Avenue South
$2,175,000 | Web ID U7758973
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

300 Beach Drive NE #210
$2,110,000 | Web ID U7752442
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

175 1st Street South #3203
$1,495,000 | Web ID U7749330
Robyn Gunn & Diane Swainston
727.421.7234

4687 Alisa Circle NE
$1,200,000 | Web ID U7771746
Sandy Waterbury & Jenny Putrino
727.507.1788

2300 Andalusia Way NE
$998,500 | Web ID U7765256
Sandy Waterbury & Jenny Putrino
727.507.1788

6833 28th Street South
$729,000 | Web ID U7771994
Frank Fage
727.492.7817

6503 Debbie Lane South
$695,000 | Web ID U7734925
Robyn Gunn & Diane Swainston
727.421.7234

4900 60th Avenue South
$1,499,000 | Web ID U7771480
Alona Dishy

1401 43rd Avenue North
$694,900 | Web ID U7755289
Frank Fage
727.492.7817

875 Ponce De Leon Drive
$550,000 | Web ID U7773115
Frank Fage
727.492.7817

140 23rd Avenue North
$512,000 | Web ID U7773291
Chris Encinias
505.620.8543

7225 14th Court NE
$475,000 | Web ID U7772622
Jan Kokernot
727.460.2956

727.458.8037

105 4th Avenue NE #218
$341,900 | Web ID U7771945
Jan Kokernot
727.460.2956

18,800 associates | 835 offices worldwide | 63 countries and territories globally | 35 Premier Sotheby’s International Realty locations

ST. PETERSBURG | 727.898.6800
102 2nd Avenue NE, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701
Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity.
Property information herein is derived from various sources including, but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate.
*Hamlet at Payannet near Gardanne by Paul Cezanne used with permission.

PREMIERSOTHEBYSREALTY.COM
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M E ET Y O U R NE IG H B O R
To be considered for the Meet Your Neighbor page, you may contact Susan Alderson at susie2wong@gmail.com.

Shelley
Horsley

Jennifer
Bushnell

Nikki
Leonardi

12th Avenue NE

19th Avenue NE

25th Avenue N

If your high school friends were asked what they
thought you would be doing today, what would
they say?

If your high school friends were asked what they
thought you would be doing today, what would
they say?

If your high school friends were asked what they
thought you would be doing today, what would
they say?

That I would be writing editorials for the
Seattle Times
Using only one word, name something significant
about your life today.

That I would have my own business.

Working for the Peace Corp

Using only one word, name something significant
about your life today.

Using only one word, name something significant
about your life today.

Happy

Mother

Retired!

Best thing about living in this day and age?

Best thing about living in this day and age?

Best thing about living in this day and age?

The technology that we have nowadays... it’s
amazing what we can do!

Modern technology allows us to stay in touch with
friends and family anywhere in the world.
Favorite memory from age 13?

Going to the 7th grade formal with an older man.
He was 15.
If your house were burning (all family and pets
were safe), what one thing would you grab?

Photo album with baby pictures of my daughter
What is your idea of exercise?

2- or 3-mile run, then work out
How many times have you fallen in love?

Once
Your favorite dish to fix?

Anything that comes in a plastic container.
Preferably delivered in 30 minutes or less.
Best thing about living in St. Petersburg?

Favorite kid pastime you miss most?

Family vacations
Favorite memory from age 13?

Being able to see my friends and family all over the
country anytime I want. Thank you, Skype and
Facetime.
Favorite kid pastime you miss most?

Playing outside on my parents’ farm

My summer vacation in Brooklyn, NY; I went to
the world trade center.

Favorite memory from age 13?

If your house were burning (all family and pets
were safe), what one thing would you grab?

If your house were burning (all family and pets
were safe), what one thing would you grab?

My Bible
What is your idea of exercise?

Walking
How many times have you fallen in love?

Getting contacts (losing those horrible glasses)

My memory box filled with special letters,
mementos. and artwork from my kids, husband and
friends.
What is your idea of exercise?

3 times

Anything active, but I particularly love Pure Barre,
yoga and running.

Your favorite dish to fix?

How many times have you fallen in love?

Meatloaf
Best thing about living in St. Petersburg?

Truly... 3 times... My husband, my daughter, and
my son.

Its the most dog-loving city I’ve ever lived in.

It’s up-and-coming. I love all the eateries where
you can enjoy your meal at a table outside.

Best hidden “gem” in St. Pete?

Best hidden “gem” in St. Pete?

Short ribs, with a recipe shared by a dear friend...
it reminds me of her every time I make it.)

Munches restaurant

Best thing about living in St. Petersburg?

What book inspires you?

Everything...but I particularly love the weather and
being able to be outside nearly all the time.

Dali Museum
What book inspires you?

The Bible
Which St. Pete bird is your favorite: heron, pelican,
flamingo, ibis, or other?

The Bible
Which St. Pete bird is your favorite: heron, pelican,
flamingo, ibis or other?

Pelican

Geese at Crescent Lake Park. I love feeding them.

What’s your favorite place to meet new people?

What’s your favorite place to meet new people?

Anywhere while I’m walking my dog. That’s when
I meet people.

Pancake breakfast, cookout, fancy dinner or other?

Five Bucks Brewery in Central, near Mastrys.

Your favorite dish to fix?

What book inspires you?

Just one? So many books for different reasons at
different times in my life.
Which St. Pete bird is your favorite: heron, pelican,
flamingo, ibis, or other?

The ibis
What’s your favorite place to meet new people?

Pancake breakfast, cookout, fancy dinner, or other?

Fancy dinner out

Casual dinner with friends

Your favorite quote?

Your favorite quote?

“Without wise leadership, a nation falls; with many
counselors, there is safety.” Proverbs 11:14

Pancake breakfast, cookout, fancy dinner, or other?

If you were elected mayor of this city, what would
be your first improvement?

Your favorite quote?

I’m dog crazy enough that I’d add swimming pools
to the dog parks. You don’t want me to be mayor.

Pass a law forbidding these developers to tear down
homes in the Old Northeast to build McMansions
that don’t even blend in with the current homes

If you were elected mayor of this city, what would
be your first improvement?

What do you love most about living in this country?

What do you love most about living in this country?

What do you love most about living in this country?

It is what it is
If you were elected mayor of this city, what would
be your first improvement?

Freedom to make political and religious choices
Do you play an instrument?

That women have a voice, and are not told that we
can’t do something

Get-togethers at other friends’ homes
Brunch
I’ll sleep when I’m dead.

Install more solar across the city
To truly be anything you want to be.
Do you play an instrument?

I used to play clarinet and soprano, alto, and tenor
saxophone.

Do you play an instrument?

No

I don’t any longer, but I’ve been known to play the
trumpet, French horn and tuba

What is your first thought in the morning?

What is your first thought in the morning?

What is your first thought in the morning?

Hurry. Gotta get Buddy walked.

Where’s my Thrive?

Should I check my emails before I go work out?

ONE ST. PETERSBURG

100 1st Ave N. (Preview at 330 Beach Dr.)
Pricing from the $500s to $4M
Offering 1,402 - 4,062 SF
onestpetersburg.com | 727.240.3840

THE SALVADOR

199 Dali Blvd.
Starting in the $400s
Offering 964 - 2,537 SF
thesalvador.com | 727.475.7451

BLISS

WATER CLUB SNELL ISLE

176 4th Ave NE
1325 Snell Isle Blvd. NE
Offered at $2,915,000
Starting in the $500s
4 Bed | 4/1 Bath | 3,941 SF | #1801
Offering 1,711 - 1,940 SF
blissoverbeachdrive.com | 727.565.2799 waterclubliving.com | 727.478.2060

EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTIES. EXCEPTIONAL AGENTS.

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.
225 29TH AVENUE N
Offered at $739,999
6 Bed | 4 Bath | 3,466 SF
Liane Jamason 727.755.3325

6505 2ND AVENUE N
Offered at $739,999
6 Bed | 4 Bath | 3,466 SF
Heather Lauter 727.515.9910

657 3RD STREET N
Offered at $990,000
6 Bed | 5/1 Bath | 3,924 SF | 900 SF Guest Apartment
Ali Bearnarth 727.560.4377

4300 48TH AVENUE S
Offered at $650,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,803 SF
Debbie Zito 813.902.8326

6511 1ST AVENUE N
Offered at $449,900
5 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 3,847 SF
Angie & Noelle Morris 727.489.1542

4201 OVERLOOK DRIVE NE
Offered at $379,000
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 1,880 SF
Linda Snow 727.422.3800

401 COFFEE POT RIVIERA NE
Offered at $695,000
4 Bed | 4 Bath | 2,422 SF
Frank & Becky Malowany 727.432.1176

165 15TH AVENUE NE
Offered at $425,000
2 Bed | 1/1 Bath | 1,327 SF
Collette Richardson 727.224.6333

5541 ESCONDIDA BOULEVARD S
Offered at $375,000
3 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 1,915 SF
Lisa Story 727.667.3355

315 8TH AVENUE NE
Offered at $899,000
4 Bed | 4/1 Bath | 2,816 SF | 400 SF Guest Cottage
Sharon Kantner 727.278.5866

®

TAMPA | ST. PETERSBURG | CLEARWATER | BEACHES
TAMPA | ST. PETERSBURG | CLEARWATER
1.855.580.3758
| WWW.SMITHANDASSOCIATES.COM
1.855.580.3758
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GOODNESS InDEED

Snell Isle Resident Tends to ‘Pete’s Park’
it grew to encompass the east corner which greets
visitors and residents upon passing through the old
or two years now, Ardith Rutland has taken
gate columns of Coffee Pot Riviera. She now is
up the mantle of caring for the beloved ‘Pete’s
working to include the west corner bed and a fourth
Park’ located in the heart of the Coffee Pot
that runs along the eastern flank of the park.
Riviera neighborhood, on Snell Isle. When asked
On weekends, you can see Ardith and James,
why, Ardith says, “From my kitchen window I can
her
landscaper, weeding, planting, and watering
see the park, and for years the beds were overgrown
the beds. With the additional help of a Snell Isle
and unsightly. I felt sorry for the lonely griffin statue
neighbor or two, she is able to clean the statues and
in the corner of the park across the street from my
benches that have adorned the park for decades.
house. The griffin was dirty and the flower bed was
Ardith asks for nothing in return for her efforts.
overgrown with weeds. I just got tired of looking
She simply is happy to keep her neighborhood
at it! I decided something needed to be done, so I
looking beautiful for everyone who lives there and
just started taking care of it.” Now, when Ardith
visits it.
looks out her kitchen window, from her home on
Plaque in honor of Pete Christian, namesake of ‘Pete’s Park’
Coffee Pot Riviera, she sees
Ardith is quick to point out
beautiful flowers and gleaming
that she is not the park’s first
white statuary that has graced
caretaker. The park called
the park for generations.
‘Pete’s Park’ bears the name of
Ardith is welcoming,
long-time Coffee Pot Riviera
spunky, and sweet natured.
resident and local legend, Pete
She has an abounding love for
Christian. During Mr.
her children, family heirlooms,
Christian’s time, he, too, saw
all things collectible, and
the park fall into disrepair. So,
Pinellas County. Born and
he stepped in to save it. Mr.
raised in Clearwater, Ardith
Christian was responsible for
came to St. Petersburg after
adding irrigation, trees,
marrying into the established
landscaping, seasonal flowers,
Rutland family, of Rutland
and even a horseshoe pit to the
Bank fame. In 2000, Ardith
park. He cleverly renamed it
moved into the home she had
the ‘Grounds of Coffee Pot’
custom-built on Coffee Pot
and the park became the focal
Riviera. She has served as a
point of the neighborhood.
neighborhood fixture ever
Mr. Christian famously
since. She is proud of Coffee
cared
for the park through
Pot Riviera and Snell Isle. She
most of his life. Today, a plaque
wants that pride to show for Ardith Rutland with the Griffin Statue in ‘Pete’s Park’
nestled on the east side of the
both her and others to enjoy.
On sunny days, you can see Snell Isle residents playing with their children park commemorates its original custodian and recognized namesake. It now is
and walking their dogs in ‘Pete’s Park.’ Many park-goers and Coffee Pot Riviera known to all as ‘Pete’s Park.’
After Mr. Christian passed away, the park’s corner gardens were maintained
residents have no idea that the lovely corner garden beds full of ivy, palms, and
blooming flowers are a result of Ardith’s efforts. While the City of St. Pete mows intermittently by other concerned residents. Nonetheless, maintenance was
and waters the park’s grass, Ardith personally has spent hundreds of dollars on costly and time consuming. Over the years, the flower beds slowly became
overgrown once more. Fortunately, Ardith silently stepped in and has maintained
plants, landscaping, and routine labor to maintain the corner garden beds.
The project began with Ardith rehabilitating the garden bed on the north them, without any fanfare or thanks, ever since.
Thank goodness, indeed, for Ardith Rutland!
corner of the park located directly across the street from her home. Eventually,

F

Rebecca Malowany

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD

GORGEOUS CORNER LOT

VENETIAN ISLE DREAM HOME

SPECTACULAR WATERFRONT OASIS

UPDATED SNELL ISLE POOL HOME

IMMACULATE SNELL WATERFRONT

EXTRAORDINARY SNELL
WATERFRONT ESTATE

VENETIAN SAILBOAT WATER

STRICKLAND
PROPERTY
GROUP

Opening doors to Tampa Bay
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A Boater’s Paradise

W

James Martin

ater allows the mind to escape... no desks to
be found, no deadlines to meet. Simply set
sail. Set your whole world at ease and realize
the sea is the answer to the question you’ve been
asking yourself. We’re surrounded by beautiful parks,
amazing wildlife, a flurry of activities to keep the body

St. Petersburg Yacht Club

moving, one-of-a-kind museums, entertainment, and
perhaps the best gift of all, the water.
There’s something magical when you view our fair
city from the Bay, the sun glimmering off the surface, a
warm gentle breeze tickling your senses, and the calming
effects of the water lapping at your hull. Boating may
provide the quintessential Florida experience.
While out enjoying our beautiful neighborhood,
be sure to keep an eye on the Bay and you may catch
a regatta taking place. We have many sailing clubs
here in St. Pete, including The St. Petersburg Yacht
Club, which has an incredible history. The founders
of our city had a vision for the waterfront: one that
included the beautiful parks we enjoy today and
locations for pleasure craft, not a mass of commercial
industries which were found in most waterfront cities
at the turn of the 20th century. The St. Petersburg
Yacht Club was founded over 100 years ago in 1909,
and by 1917 the clubhouse was erected on the very
same site we see today. The St. Petersburg Yacht Club,
in conjunction with many other boat clubs, hosts
multiple races nearly year round.

The SPYC is not the only venue that can get you
on the water. Check out the St. Petersburg Sailing
Center. Founded in 1972, the Sailing Center’s mission
statement shows “the St. Petersburg Sailing Association
has been formed to encourage participation in the
noble art of sailing and to organize such events to
further that end.” Organize they do, to the tune of a
race a month from September to May, including the

website, www.asa.com/schools/florida. They’ve been
certifying sailors in the U.S. for over 30 years and
boast nearly a half million members nationwide. As
with any activity, it’s important to be safe and know
some simple rules. First and foremost, wear your
lifejacket. Know the marine weather forecast, protect
yourself from the elements, and have a basic understanding of the Coast Guard rules regarding navigation.

Electric boat

Good Old Boat Regatta, which according to the
description on their website, “Anytime two sailboats
are generally heading in the same direction, they’re
racing!” I like the way they think!
Not yearning to become a serious sailor just yet?
Looking to get out on the water with your loved ones?
Head down to Simple Sailing on Beach Drive. You’ll
find everything from small craft to large catamarans
you can use to whisk you and your friends away for trip
down to Captiva Island, or for a family vacation, or to
catch a beautiful sunset right here on Tampa Bay. Want
to do team building with your coworkers? Get away
for the weekend with some friends, or even get married
at sea? Simple Sailing can handle it all. Looking for a
way to cruise the Bay in an eco-friendly fashion? Take
out an electric boat and cruise the Bay at a leisurely
pace. I recently spoke with Ed Ecker, owner of Simple
Sailing and he said the electric boats are simple to
operate, like driving a golf cart. It’s truly a great way
to cruise the calm waters of the Bay.
Want to learn to sail? St. Petersburg is the place.
Find an American Sailing Association school on their

Make sure you understand that boats under sail have
the right-of-way over those powered vessels, with the
exception of operation inside channels or confined
areas where large boats and those boats that are towing
have the right-of-way due to the difficulty of turning.
St. Petersburg naturally has a close relationship
with sailing. The University of South Florida St.
Petersburg has a nationally ranked sailing program on
the grounds of a former training base for merchant
seaman. The Bayboro Harbor Naval base trained over
25,000 merchant marines during the course of World
War II, and anti-submarine activities were launched
from here to hunt German U-boats operating in the
Gulf of Mexico.
Next time you see a regatta taking place or witness
someone casting off for a sunset sail, remember that
St. Petersburg is a city that’s synonymous with boating.
Being on the water truly offers a unique perspective
and a time to reflect. I invite you to set sail, set your
mind at ease, and let your worries melt away with the
setting of the sun over the tranquil waters of Tampa
Bay. Until next time, see you in the sunshine.

ADV E RT I S E i n t h e
N O RT H E A S T J O U R N A L

Contact Susan at
727.259.3149 or
northeastjournal
@gmail.com
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Storyteller, Artist, Videographer, Creative Catalyst

A

Janan Talafer

dozen or so colorful rectangular boxes catch my eye as I walk into Bob
Barancik and Amy Blake’s apartment. They live at the Mt. Vernon, a
1930-era apartment building on the far edge of the old Northeast, not far
from Beach Drive restaurants.
I’ve always wanted to tour the Mt. Vernon. It’s such a throwback to early St.
Petersburg, with its stately white columns, classic brick exterior, and large lobby
that looks like a living room filled with bookshelves and antiques.
For Amy and Bob, who came here from Philadelphia in 2005, it seemed like
the ideal place to live – a vintage building with some heritage, and it was conveniently close to everything they enjoy most about living close to downtown – the
restaurants, museums, theater, and most of all, the art. Art is a central focus for
this creative couple.

A Shared Interest in Art

“We both went to the Rhode Island School
of Design, but actually didn’t meet until later
in New York, where we were each working as
illustrators and designers,” says Amy. “Bob
was a freelancer and I was with a multimedia
company.”
They got married, moved to Philadelphia,
and built a successful graphic design business,
catering to some of the major hospitals in the
Northeast and other corporate clients. They
raised their daughter Beth, now a
mathematician.
But then life threw Bob a serious curve
ball. A major health challenge when he was Scroll of koi fish at Sunken Gardens
only 41 made it difficult for him to keep up
the pace. “I was beyond type A,” he jokes. “I
didn’t know what I was going to do.”
Although Amy continued to work the
business, Bob’s artistic endeavors had to be
channeled in a different direction. That was
nearly two decades ago. Fortunately, being
forced to take a new path allowed Bob’s
creativity to blossom.
“My creative mind never shuts off. When
I am in the creative flow, time stops,” says
Bob, whose artistry has expanded in directions
he never could have imagined.
He currently has his art studio on the fifth
floor of another cool, retro St. Pete landmark,
the Flori de Leon. Built in 1927 during St.
Pete’s boom time, the Flori de Leon was once
the home of such legendary baseball greats as
Bob displaying some of his colorful boxes
Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig.
It is here that he creates the beautiful
boxes that are on display in the couple’s Mt. Vernon condo. The boxes are made
by fellow artist Mark Knoll of birch plywood and painted black. Then, Bob’s highly
textured, miniature mixed-media paintings are placed all four sides. They’re like
little jeweled treasures.
The Blue Ocean Film Festival presented his spectacular series of “Land and
Sea” boxes in vivid greens and blues to their significant donors. The Florida
Holocaust Museum also has a collection of Bob’s boxes.

A Broad Range of Artistic Talent

Besides his boxes, Bob is known for his mixed-media paintings, composite
photographs and floating painted panels. He is the author of a half-dozen art books
showcasing his work.
He’s also a videographer. His thought-provoking videos have won numerous
awards and been shown around the world at film festivals ranging from the JVC
Tokyo Video Festival and Berkeley Video & Film Festival, to the Toronto Jewish
Film Festival.
Scrolls are another specialty. He has an exquisite collection of scrolls that he
has made in collaboration with local clothing designer Nancy Niss. One, of koi
fish swimming at Sunken Gardens, is a collage of photographs he’s taken and his
mixed-media paintings.

Fell In Love With St. Pete

With Asian art and Zen Buddhism as his muse, some of Bob’s work has a lyrical,
abstract quality, like “St. Petersburg Suite” which features vivid paintings of
tropical plants, sailboats, birds, water and sunsets. These paintings pay homage
to how the couple feels about their adopted new home.
“Our first visit to St. Petersburg was to see my nephew and his wife, who had

just had a baby,” says Bob. “We fell in love with the city. I was really taken with
the light and the landscape. The smell of night blooming jasmine was in the air.
It reminded me of Coral Gables, where my grandparents had lived and where I
spent many happy times during the holidays.”
The two liked St. Petersburg so much that it wasn’t long before they bought a
condo at the Mt. Vernon, making Florida their third home. For a number of years
they commuted between Philadelphia, Florida, and Portland, Maine on Casco
Bay, where they had a summer home for 18 years. A few years ago, they decided
to make St. Petersburg their permanent base.
“It’s an exciting time to be in St. Petersburg, “ says Bob. “St. Pete doesn’t have
the 250-year-old institutions that Philadelphia does, but it is a much more open
flat society – and it is getting edgier all the time. We’re getting to that sweet spot
where it’s really going to take off.”

Making a Statement

Not all of Bob’s art is of a bright, positive
nature. He’s quite passionate about his
collection of art and videos that reflects what
he calls the “turbulent and uncertain times”
that we live in.
“Mundo Caliente,” a series of brilliant red
and orange spheres, depicts the growing crisis
the planet faces from global warming and
climate change. Even more compelling are the
many videos and series of artwork dedicated to
the Holocaust and other horrifying world
events.
“Art is beautiful to look at, but can make
you think,” says Bob. “You can take it at the
surface level or delve into it. There is the first
response, and the deeper, many layers of
meaning.”
In 2010, the Florida Holocaust Museum
hosted “Art Not Hate,” Bob’s traveling
multimedia exhibit that includes prints, an art
book filled with haunting abstract figures,
videos, and a 30-foot long scroll that tells the
story of the Holocaust to the creation of the
State of Israel. In total, the museum has more
than 125 pieces of Bob’s work in its collection.
The Holocaust has very personal meaning
for Bob.
“Although my family is Jewish, I grew up in
a very secular household – very middle
America,” says Bob. “But when I was attending
the Rhode Island School of Design, I wandered
into a lecture given by Roman Vishniac, a
Russian-American photographer.”
Vishniac is credited with documenting the
Jewish shtetls or villages in Central and Eastern Europe, most of which were wiped
out during the Holocaust.
“I was struck by the vibrant life and culture of the people that Vishniac photographed,” says Bob. “I saw my family and myself in those photographs. It shocked
me beyond belief. I was never the same again.”
Over time, he began to give artistic expression to his feelings by creating videos
and paintings, as well as developing workshops on creative conflict resolution.
“My response to difficult moments and conflict has always been to draw and
write, “ says Bob, who considers himself a creative catalyst – someone who pursues
art as a means to raise awareness and educate.
Ironically, while growing up, he never knew that his father, Richard, a Chicago
architect, was one of the famous Monuments Men, credited with recovering
valuable works of art that had been stolen by the Nazis. “I only learned about it
eight years ago,” says Bob. “It was one of those things that was never discussed in
the family.”

Looking to the Future

Bob and Amy are currently undertaking a new project called “Creative Conversations, Unexpected Moments.” In early February, they hosted their first event at
the Morean Art Center with about two dozen people attending.
“It’s a very collaborative, creative process of bringing together people from
diverse backgrounds, some of whom may have never met before,” says Bob. “It’s
a fun evening of interesting and creative conversation. We hope to develop this
as an ongoing event.”
For more information about Bob and his creative endeavors, go to www.
bobcreates.com.
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furnished the rest. Special thanks from Mrs. Nestor
goes to Lori Ford, Vicki Majors, Diana Interlante,
and Nancy Lopez who helped organize and raise
awareness for the event.
Amazing prizes were awarded to a few lucky
attendees: Dinner for four to Café Ponte, a girls’
luncheon and fashion show for four at Nordstrom’s
including limo service to and from International
Mall. The grand prize was two tickets to see George
Straight in concert in Las Vegas. The prize package
included free round-trip airfare and $500 toward
accommodations.

St. Petersburg Woman’s Club’s Annual
Spring Bonnet Tea
Event chair Judy Zamnillo with guest speaker Kay Leonard

Snell Isle Annual Easter Egg Hunt

volunteer organization that has served the community
since 1929. New members are always welcome and
the Woman’s Club supports a variety of worthy
causes. For more information on events or membership
with the St. Petersburg Woman’s Club, please visit
www.stpetersburgwomansclub.org.

Rebecca Malowany

Brookwood Florida Benefit Luncheon

J

oAnn Nestor, of the Nestor Family Trust, hosted
a beautiful benefit luncheon for Brookwood
Florida, at the St. Petersburg Woman’s Club on
March 20th. Brookwood Florida is dedicated to
providing homeless adolescent girls (ages 12-19
years-old) with an alternative and safe living
environment where they can learn to be self-sufficient
and successful.
This was the fourth year for the event and over
100 supporters attended the luncheon. Invitees made

Snell Isle Annual Easter Egg Hunt
On Tuesday, March 22nd dozens of families
gathered for the Snell Isle Property Owners Association’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt. The event was held
at the St. Petersburg Woman’s Club on Snell Isle.
Yummy and fun treasures encased in multi-colored
eggs were hidden throughout the Woman’s Club
Tricia Schachtel posing with lovely tea service

The St. Petersburg Woman’s Club held their 17th
Annual Spring Bonnet Tea on April 10th at the
Woman’s Club on Snell Isle. Proceeds from the event
benefitted the Historical Building Restoration Fund.
The highlight of the event was a presentation on Tea
and Etiquette, given by special guest speaker and
Woman’s Cub member, Kay Leonard, protocol chief
at MacDill Air Force Base. Over 100 attendees
arrived wearing their Sunday best and beautiful
spring bonnets. Tea service was accompanied by a
lavish spread of tea sandwiches, crudités, dainty
desserts, and various gluten-free items.
The St. Petersburg Woman’s Club is a non-profit
Event chair and sponsor, Jo Ann Nestor, with St. Pete City
Council member, Darden Rice

A wonderful time was had by all

a contribution to attend the event. One hundred
percent of all proceeds raised by the event went
directly toward the purchase of teen clothing, school
supplies, bedding, and toiletries for the girls of
Brookwood.
All expenses associated with the event were
covered by the Nestor Family Trust. The food,
services, and prizes were provided with the help from
a variety of local businesses. The famed Café Ponte
catered the event and Cakes by Carolyn provided the
exquisite edible centerpieces for each table. Braun’s
Fine Flowers provided the floral arrangements, while
Coast to Coast Rentals and Over the Top Linens

property by volunteer bunnies. Children dressed in
their Easter best carried colorful baskets and searched
the grounds (with help from mom and dad) in the
hopes of finding hidden eggs.
The Easter Egg Hunt drew families from Snell Isle,
the Old Northeast, and Placido Bayou. Rachelle and
Eric Leightner said, “We love the event and attend
it every year with our children Mya, Lochlann, and
Cameron.” New parents, Sara and Matt Schatzel,
brought their newborn son, Jack, to experience the
family’s first Easter egg hunt together. The Annual
Easter Egg Hunt was a tremendous success and a
wonderful time was had by all.

“Don’t Move Home Without Us”

Tell Us About Your Real Estate Vision Today!
2015 Volume Sold: $50+ Million
2015 Coldwell Banker Legends Society Award
Award-Winning Customer Service

Clay Glover, P.A.

David Price, P.A.

3637 4th Street North #100 // 727-851-6189 // info@DavidPriceRealtor.com
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Eighth-Grader Helping to Bring Aid
to the Lost Boys of Sudan

John Deng, John Mangok, John Aguer, Meira Kowalski, Joseph Deng and Barnabus Malchut

I

Gina M Norris

n a world where it seems that obtaining things is
most important, it is always reassuring to hear
about someone doing something selfless for others.
This is especially true when the person is a 13-year-old
8th grader! Meira Kowalski is a student at Shorecrest
Preparatory School in Northeast St Petersburg and
what she is doing is selfless and amazing.
Meira told me that she has always been drawn to
charity work. In fact, on her 10th birthday, in lieu of
gifts for herself, she raised money for Give Kids the
World, a resort in Kissimmee (www.gktw.org) which
hosts the families of children with life-threatening
illnesses from around the world. So how did a girl
from St Petersburg, Florida get involved with The
Lost Boys of Sudan?
Last Autumn, as Meira prepared a project for
National History Day, she learned about the Lost

x Meira Kowalski and Joseph Deng (wearing a Sudanese tie

Boys of Sudan. She delved deeper and is quite knowledgeable on the subject. She told me that during the
civil war in Sudan, 26,000 boys were left abandoned
and orphaned due to fighting between the North and
South. These boys walked to Ethiopia, and on the
way many died either from being killed by animals,
dehydration, starvation, or were executed by the
warring parties. They lived in a refugee camp for 4-5
years until Ethiopia came under communist rule. The
boys were then forced to leave and headed to Kenya.
Only 10,000 boys reached Kenya. Approximately
3,500 boys were taken to the United States to start
a new life. Many of the boys were over 18 and so
were not eligible for foster care. They were grouped
together in apartments, and worked hard at their jobs
and getting a higher education. Fifty of those boys
came to New Port Richey and ‘Joseph’ is one of them.
Meira interviewed Joseph Deng for her history project
and learned that he collected medicine to ship back
to the boys in Africa.
“Joseph feels obligated to help those who were
not as fortunate as he was” in coming to the United
States to be cared for and educated, Meira told me.
“Joseph pays to ship this medicine over himself and
it’s quite costly.” She says it costs him $150 to ship
packages up to 50 pounds, and $200 for larger
packages. She learned that simple over-the-counter
medicine which we have in abundance is not
available to these boys. Simple illnesses like diarrhea
or fevers can cause death because they are malnourished and dehydrated.
Meira was so moved by what she learned for her
National History Day project that she wanted to do
more. Shorecrest Preparatory School eighth-graders
have what is called a Passion Project. This project
is individually determined by the student and their
advisor, and it allows them to do something they
have always wanted to do, but would most likely
never do on their own. Meira decided her project
would be to assist Joseph in helping the Lost Boys.
Meira decided to collect over-the-counter
medications which Joseph could bring to the Lost
Boys on his trip planned in June. She set out bins at
Shorecrest and set up a publicity campaign. She was

very successful, collecting over 150 pounds of
medications. She collected pain relievers, antipyretics
and Imodium, as well as Band-Aids. She even
received samples donated from physician’s offices.
But Meira wanted to do more. Knowing how
expensive it was for Joseph to ship medications, she
decided to raise money to help him offset those costs.
She set up a GoFundMe page and, at the time of this
writing, has raised $2500! You can join Meira at www.
gofundme.com/wzjqunjg if you would like to
contribute funds.
Meira is winding down her medication collections
at Shorecrest, but she plans to continue collecting
them at Temple Beth-El for a while before Joseph
makes his trip to Africa.
You can watch Meira’s goosebump-inducing
documentary on YouTube at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=i8pbKS7skAE, a truly moving video. If you
would like to contribute medications and help Meira’s
campaign to help the Lost Boys, please contact her
at mekowalski@shorecrest.org.
For more information about The Lost Boys of Sudan check
out these videos:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=i8pbKS7skAE
www.lostboysfilm.com
www.unicef.org/sowc96/closboys.htm
www.rescue.org/blog/lost-boys-sudan

Medications Meira Kowalski has collected for the Lost Boys

WAVE POOL & GRILL STORE

The LARGEST Display of WEBER Grills
and Accessories in Pinellas County

wavepoolandgrill.com
62nd Avenue and 4th Street North
727.526.6300
Stop in and see our large assortment of
POOL PRODUCTS AT THE
LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN
We have all the chemicals and
accessories you need.
WE DO:
Inside/Outside Pool Repair
Salt Machines
Install/Repair/Replace
Pumps, Motors, Filters,
and Chlorinators

NEW

Summit
Charcoal Grill

from Weber
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All Aboard! Paint the Bus!
The NOMAD Art Bus cruised to the Morean Glass Studio & Hot Shop
May 3rd for Give Day Tampa Bay. Free bus painting for everyone was
available at the corner of 7th Street North and 1st Avenue in downtown
St. Pete.
NOMAD participated in Give Day, the community-wide, 24-hour online
giving challenge... and they did it NOMAD style: with free pop-up bus
painting all around town until midnight. Central Arts Corridor, Beach Drive,
Midtown, South St. Pete, and Grand Central were some of the areas it
traversed to help promote the annual Give Day event to benefit nonprofit
organizations such as the Morean Arts Center.
“This is a fun, free event for the city and its residents and visitors to stop
by and paint the bus with all of us at Morean Arts Center,” says Jonathan
Harrison, director of education. “Reminding people of Give Day is important,
and the NOMAD Bus allows everyone to show off their creative art talents
while highlighting the special day.”
For more information about Give Day Tampa Bay, and to donate to the
Morean Arts Center on next year’s Give Day, so it can continue providing
quality PK-12 education programs, please visit www.moreanartscenter.org/
about/support-us/give-day-tampa-bay.
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Watergoats to the Rescue

Mirror Lake getting cleaned out by volunteers on April 9th

O

Samantha Bond

ur fine city offers many opportunities to enjoy nature in an urban setting.
With the bay-front parks and parks featuring lakes further inland, there
are many opportunities to enjoy the beauty of St Petersburg. Sometimes,
particularly in this urban setting, blight occurs.
For Gina Driscoll, it started with the turtles swimming in perilous conditions
in Mirror Lake. Her dogs, like so many others, enjoy their walk on the shoreline,
and look forward to familiar sights along the way. One of those sights was not so
pleasant. Stormwater runoff had created deposits of litter along the shore of Mirror
Lake, and other areas where runoff is directed into the Bay. Plastic bottles, food
wrappers, and garbage of all sorts routinely enters the stormwater system, only to
be deposited in one of our waterways after rain showers. Something should be
done, thought Gina.
After making some inquiries with the City, Gina was directed to Susie Ajoc,
director of community services with the City of St. Petersburg. Gratefully, our
City is responsive to community issues large and small. With Susie’s help and the
involvement of the Downtown Neighborhood Association, Gina learned about
The Neighborhood Partnership Grant which enables neighborhoods to invest
time and energy in conjunction with a matching monetary grant provided by the
City. While voluntary clean-ups are a good thing, garbage in stormwater runoff
is an ongoing problem and needed a more longterm solution.
Why not install a watergoat? Well, it’s not an animal that grazes on garbage
along the shoreline, although that image may come to mind. A watergoat, Gina

Gina gets her hands dirty at recent watergoat clean out

learned, is both a thing and the name of an organization that makes, installs, and
maintains a simple net with floats along the top that is strategically placed in front
of the stormwater outflow pipe. Now the flotsam of garbage is largely corralled
and can be collected by net wielding volunteers, placed in bags, and removed.
Violà! The shoreline is beautified, residents are proudly engaged, and the turtles
and other creatures swim safely once more.
In addition to spearheading the project, Gina has enlisted the Downtown
Neighborhood Association as a partner with the City in the award of the grant.
Three watergoats have been installed so far under the grant project. In addition
to Mirror Lake, watergoats are installed at Demens Landing Park, and near the
comfort station at the approach to the Pier. Other organizations have agreed to
volunteer as the watergoats need tending. Mostly, they just need people to clean
them out regularly. This duty is being fulfilled through the volunteer efforts of a
number of groups, including the Downtown Neighborhood Association,
Wannemacher Jensen Architects, Trinity Lutheran Church, The Unitarian
Universalist Church, USF St. Pete, and St. Petersburg Shuffleboard Club. Thanks
to all the individuals who have supported these efforts.
Gina lives downtown and works as the sales director for the Hampton Inn.
Born in Indiana, her family relocated to Dade City when she was 10 years old.
After attending UCF, Gina developed her career in the hotel industry and
ultimately chose St. Petersburg as home for herself and her two dachshunds.
Learn more at www.watergoat.org.

We are here to help you experience a lifetime of good health.
A primary care physician can be your partner in good health, providing preventive care and checkups, treatment when you’re ill, and the management of many
chronic conditions. And Bayfront Health Medical Group has dedicated primary care providers located throughout the community. They’re backed by all the
resources of Bayfront Health St. Petersburg. For your convenience, these physicians make same-day appointments available, and many accept walk-ins. All are
currently accepting new patients.
To schedule an appointment, call 844-4BH-BHMG (844-424-2464).
Left to right: Marijo S. De La Cruz, D.O.; Irina Scutaru, M.D.;
Lisa Ball, D.O.; Karen Joseph, M.D.; Daniel Eckstein, M.D.

Marijo S. De La Cruz, D.O.
Internal Medicine
8730 4th St. North
St. Petersburg
Walk-ins welcome.
Irina Scutaru, M.D.
Internal Medicine
461 7th Ave. South
St. Petersburg

Lisa Ball, D.O.
Family Medicine
603 7th St. South, Suite 400
St. Petersburg
Karen Joseph, M.D.
Family Medicine
603 7th St. South, Suite 400
St. Petersburg
Walk-ins welcome.

Members of the Medical Staff at Bayfront Health St. Petersburg

Daniel Eckstein, M.D.
Family Medicine
603 7th St. South, Suite 400
St. Petersburg
Walk-ins welcome.
Katherine Wojnowich, M.D.
Sports and Family Medicine
603 7th St. South, Suite 440
St. Petersburg

BayfrontDoctors.com
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A Local School Honoring Grandparents and Special Friends

H

Holly Walker

ow many of you have
at least one of your
grandparents living?
Hopefully many of you have
had the opportunity to grow,
bond, and learn from your
elders. In our immediate
family, our children barely
got to know their two
grandfathers as they passed
away in their mid-sixties,
although they had the chance
to grow up with both grandmothers and several elderly
special friends.
There is nothing like a
young lady shopping for her Alexandra and Kara Tait and Gilbert and Anne Shamas, a.k.a. Giddi
Gracie and Katheryn Gryglewicz, a.k.a. Nana and David
first fancy dress with her
grandmother or special friend. The same joy of a young boy spending hours hearts.” The students are encouraged to invite a ‘special friend’ if they do not
catching his first fish with his grandfather or special friend. These are moments have a grandparent that can attend. Often this can be a neighbor, aunt or uncle,
we will always treasure and never forget. According to the American Grandparents or just a close family friend.
The positive feedback LCC receives from both the grandparents and special
Association (AGA), involved grandparents can make a difference in the lives of
friends is outstanding although the most amazing aspect is how excited the students
their grandchildren.
Late American humorist, Sam Leveson, said wryly, “The reason grandparents are to show them their daily school routine. One of my favorite parts, besides
and grandchildren get along so well is that they have a common enemy.” Everything volunteering, is watching the slide show of photographs of the students and their
in life can be laughed at, but it also must be acknowledged that grandparents are grandparents and special friends enjoying and spending time together. According
crucially important figures, both to their grandchildren and adult children, but to the AGA, more than half of grandparents see their grandchildren in person at
least once a week. This time manifests itself in a healthier happier grandchild.
also to society as a whole.
One of our local schools located in NE St. Petersburg, LCC Day School, According to an AGA survey, 72% of grandparents “think being a grandparent
started Grandparents and Special Friends Day five years ago, and now it has is the single most important and satisfying thing in their life.”
LCC has three campuses and each campus has their own schedule for the day.
become an annual event. Per Ms. Ashley Davis, fundraising and special events
coordinator at LCC, it is held each year at the beginning of February, close to Elementary begins with their daily flag ceremony. It includes the Pledge of
Valentine’s Day, “because our grandparents and special friends are close to our Allegiance, a patriotic song and announcements from the teachers. Announce-

It’s not just a house, it’s a home

Bliss. We Have It By The Barrel.

FELDMAN
& SON

BUILDERS AND REMODELERS

Providing quality home building and remodeling services
in the Tampa Bay area, since 1974.

727.409.3873

www.hefeldman.com

C O M E I N A N D TA S T E T H E W O R L D’ S
F I N E S T O I L S, V I N E G A R S, S P I R I T S,
A N D W I N E S A S Y O U S H O P.
300 Beach Dr. NE #105 | Corner of 1st St & 3rd Ave | (727) 317-3926 | vomfassstpetersburg.com
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ments often include lost teeth,
special recognition students
may have earned, donations of
Box Tops, class projects, and so
forth. Each flag ceremony
closes with the school prayer.
Following the flag ceremony,
students and their guests move
into the church for Chapel.
During the school week prayer
is spoken in English Monday
through Thursday, and then in
Spanish on Friday. During
Chapel, students and their
guests sing, partake in the
liturgy from their weekly
Chapel service, and enjoy
photos of the children with
their grandparents and special
friends. Often there is a video
where students are interviewed Mark and Logan Wilson
about the favorite things they
like to do with their grandparents. Other times, there is a guest speaker who
informs our guests of all the great things our students do for the school community
and the greater St. Petersburg community. After Chapel, everyone heads to the
classrooms where teachers have prepared special activities for students to do with
their guests.
Preschool and Middle School begin mid-morning. Preschool begins in Chapel
where they sing favorite Chapel songs and enjoy photos of the students with their
grandparents and special friends. They also have a video and/or guest speaker.
After Chapel, everyone heads to the classroom where the preschool students show
their guests around and share a special activity together.
Middle School starts in the gymnasium with their flag ceremony. Their
ceremony includes the Pledge and announcements... though not so many lost
teeth in Middle School. After the flag ceremony, students lead their guests to
the classroom and take them on a tour of the Middle School. From there, they
head to Chapel where they sing Chapel songs, partake in the liturgy and enjoy
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Livvi Harting and Bruce Harting, a.k.a. Grandfather

photos of the students and their
guests. Additionally, they also
have the video and/or guest
speaker.
LCC has many grandparents
from Columbia, France, Peru,
Maine, California, Georgia, and
of course many local ones. Many
of the grandparents have
multiple grandchildren at LCC
Day School. This year LCC used
approximately 6 golf carts for
picking up their guests as they
arrived on campus. This helped
tremendously with some of their
elderly guests or those who
needed special assistance. In
addition, this year we had the
honor of Mark Wilson, from Fox
13 as our guest speaker. Students’
parents volunteered their golf
carts and their time to drive

them for the whole morning.
They offer pastries and coffee before each session, and guests gather as early as
7:30am for these special treats. This is a great chance for grandparents and special
friends to get to know each other while they wait for the activities to begin. LCC
has been blessed to have the same chairs for the event for over 5 years and also
many of the same repeat volunteers.
Grandparents matter. They make up 45% of cash donations to nonprofit organizations according to an ASA survey, and 28% volunteer on a regular basis. What’s
more, 15% of grandparents have even volunteered at shelters for homeless adults.
Where would we be without our grandparents and special friends?
Please honor and thank your grandparents and special friends every day. The
world is an ever-changing place, and the knowledge and experiences our elders
share is invaluable. We hope this article and these great photos will inspire you
to reach out to your grandparents and special friends with a visit or call and a
great big hug!

Find out what Dr. Colette
can do for you!
Call us today for a
complimentary exam, consultation
and chiropractic treatment.

727-235-3265
www.gentle-chiro.com

What Every Woman Must Know About Hormones
Every woman will eventually experience changes in hormonal balance from puberty to menopause. With these changes in hormone levels,
different symptoms appear. Some of the most common symptoms of hormonal imbalances are persistent weight gain, belly fat and loss of muscle mass,
low libido, fatigue, anxiety, irritability and depression, insomnia and poor sleep patterns. Have you experienced any of these symptoms? Your hormones
may be in the process of going out of balance.
The traditional approach to these changes have included hormone replacement therapy, birth control pills and the ever more popular
bio-identical hormone treatment.
These treatment protocols include dangerous side effects which include increased breast cancer risk, heart attacks, strokes and blood clots.
Natural solutions to balancing hormones ARE an option and do not include the chemical solutions listed above.
So what do you do?
Let’s start with looking at what hormones are. Hormones are messenger chemicals produced in the body’s endocrine glands. They travel through
the body’s bloodstream and perform a variety of functions in the body like guiding growth and development, responding to stress, regulating metabolism
and weight, balancing moods, prompting the reproductive system, regulating sleep patterns and maintaining memory function.
The brain signals the endocrine glands to release hormones at the appropriate times. Hormones travel to the appropriate place in the body and
bind with tissues that match their hormone receptors.
However, if these delicate balances go awry due to the normal aging process or another life event, hormones don’t remain balanced. If this
happens, you start to notice symptoms related to a hormone imbalance.
Chiropractic care offers an all-natural, highly effective way to help balance hormones from the inside out. Chiropractic intervention can
successfully address hormone imbalances through the correction of spinal misalignment. When the spine becomes misaligned, it can put pressure on
nearby nerves and impede the communication processes from the brain to the endocrine system. By realigning the spine and promoting proper nervous
flow and function, chiropractic helps your body restore itself to normal. By addressing the root cause of the hormonal imbalance, chiropractic equips the
body to re-stabilize itself. The natural mechanisms of our endocrine and nervous systems respond by doing what they know how to do – achieve and
maintain the correct function and balance.
So if you have found yourself suffering from any of these symptoms, come see me and find out what you can do!
The patient and any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for payment for any other services, examination or treatment which is performed
as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to this ad for the discounted service. This free offer is not valid for persons covered by federally funded insurance, which includes Medicare and Medicaid.
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Our Volunteers Make It Happen

Ambassador for KTBB, Jim Ellis, with his Dragon Boat Team after a cleanup project on the
Hillsborough River

Tampa Bay Watch volunteers planted 40,000 salt marsh plants at Rock Ponds in November
2015, which is the most ever planted at a volunteer event in Tampa Bay history.

Mary Hampton

“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy.
You vote in elections once a year, but when you volunteer,
you vote every day about the kind of community you want
to live in.” Author Unknown
e are very lucky to have organizations who
benefit from the work and talents of local
residents. Some of these organizations
include the Florida Aquarium, Keep Pinellas
Beautiful, Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful, Tampa Bay
Estuary, and Tampa Bay Watch.
The Florida Aquarium opened its doors on March
31, 1945. It brought a positive economic impact of
$60 million to the community the first year of
operation. The Florida Aquarium actively participates
in and promotes conservation of the natural
environment. Their efforts combine scientific
research, educational programming, animal rescue,
and rehab and rescue programs.
With over 250 active volunteers and over 300
episodic volunteers on site yearly, the aquarium
volunteers assist with guest interaction, animal care,
exhibit maintenance, educational programs, and
more. Corporate volunteers help with fundraising
events, such as ‘Brews by the Bay’ and ‘Sea Grapes.’
One particular volunteer has earned special appreciation. Ashlee Painter has been doing volunteer work
that includes 12 hours a week. During her first year as
a volunteer at the aquarium, she has donated more than
450 hours. Congratulations, Ashlee, and thank you.
You can sign up to receive the aquarium’s Conservation Volunteer newsletter by visiting the organization’s
website: www.flaquarium.org.
The aquarium’s newly revamped internship
program is in full swing. Check for various open

W

Ashlee Painter of The Florida Aquarium, volunteered in
excess of 12 hours a week, totaling more than 450 hours in
her first year.

volunteer positions by visiting: www.flaquarium.org/
Get-Involved-Volunteer/Page/application-page.aspx.
The local Keep America Beautiful affiliate, Keep
Pinellas Beautiful (KPB), is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization established in 1997. Through partnerships and strategic alliances with citizens, business,
and government, our KPB affiliate motivates
thousands of volunteers annually to clean up, beautify
and improve their neighborhoods, thereby creating

Volunteers celebrated National Estuaries Day at Fort DeSoto Park by planting native grasses
to prevent erosion and enhance the shoreline of this scenic park.

healthier, safer, and more livable environments.
KPB works with businesses, schools, neighborhood
groups, and local governments to tackle tough issues
such as illegal dumping, roadway litter, water pollution,
unkempt vacant lots, graffiti, and urban runoff into
our local waterways.
Volunteers have been a critically important part
of the third annual ‘Take A Bite Out of Grime,’
co-sponsored by Safe Harbor Homeless Shelter,
Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office, and KPB. There has
been a new Reforestation Project established in honor
of community citizen, the late George H. Fisher. To
learn more about the project, visit www.kpbcares.org/
ways-to-help. There will be a special project, Clean-Up
Pinellas County Beaches, held on July 5. Look for
information about that project – as well as available
internships – by checking out the organization’s
website, www.kpbcares.org.
Founded in 1989, Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful
(KTBB), has goals which include litter prevention,
waste reduction, conservation, and beautification.
Focus projects change throughout the year. On June 8,
World Oceans Day will be celebrated with various
special activities. KTBB administers the Adopt-ARoad programs for Hillsborough County, City of
Tampa, and City of Temple Terrace. In September,
KTBB will sponsor the Hillsborough River and
Coastal Clean-up.
One of our volunteers who has embraced the
meaning of community involvement is Jim Ellis. He
is active as an ambassador for KTBB. As an avid water
sport enthusiast, Jim spends about 100 hours/week on
the water. He picks up trash as he is on the water,
and has participated in removing 20,000 pounds of
aquatic waste from the Hillsborough River.

Four of the 105 residents of Safe Harbor Homeless Shelter in Highpoint, helped to remove over
14,000 pounds of litter and debris from the Highpoint area of Pinellas County.
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Summertime internship opportunities with KTBB
projects include park restoration, storm drain marking,
tree plantings, and much more. Check the organization’s website: KeepTampaBayBeautiful.org.
Tampa Bay Estuary Program (TBEP) was created
by Congress in 1991 to assist the community in
restoring and protecting Florida’s largest open-water
estuary. It was a designated ‘estuary of national significance’ and supports more than 2.3 million people.
TBEP relies on local government and nonprofit
partners to identify parks in need of work. At most of
their workday events, an average of 40 people show
up to work. During 2014-2015, the workdays had a
total of 246 volunteers, working 5 workdays and
planting 15,000 native plants. 984 hours of work was
donated, over 12 acres of coastal habitat was restored,
and 2 tons of oyster shells were hauled and installed
to create oyster reefs. Back in April, TBEP partnered
with Sarasota Bay National Estuary Program at Perico
Preserve. The next TPEP workdays will be scheduled
in September or October. Visit the organization’s
website: tbep.org.
Tampa Bay Watch (TBW) is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit
organization dedicated to the protection and
restoration of marine and wetland environments of
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the Tampa Bay estuary. Incorporated in 1993, TBW
performs habitat restoration and protection activities
throughout the year.
Tampa Bay estuary is one of the only estuaries in
the United States that has shown significant
indications of improved water quality due to the
efforts of community habitat restoration projects.
They use individuals of all ages from community
groups, scout troops, schools, and others to participate
in salt marsh plantings, oyster bay creation, coastal
clean-ups, storm drain markings, and wildlife
protection throughout the year.
TBW is planning for a large-scale coastal clean-up
on Saturday, July 9 from 9am to noon at Ft. DeSoto
Park, involving Skyway fishing piers and TBW. You
may register to receive weekly email updates at www.
tampabaywatch.org to hear about volunteer opportunities, special events, and much more.
“Here’s to all volunteers, those dedicated people who
believe in all work and no pay.” Robert Orben
“Those who can, do. Those who can do more,
volunteer.” Author Unknown
In whatever way you can, please remember to thank
your volunteers for helping to ‘make it happen.’

Own a second home.
Taking a vacation?
We care for your home while you are away.
A variety of services are available
to ease your worries.
One time or on a regular basis.

www.home2concierge.com

727-543-8066
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Quarterly Neighborhood
Meetings

The association holds four meetings
a year at Westminster Church. It’s an
opportunity for residents to learn about
current ‘hot’ topics (curbside recycling,
residential permit parking, short-term
property rentals, the Pier and the Trop/
Rays), to receive an update from a police
department rep about criminal activity
in the Old Northeast, and to otherwise
share questions and concerns about life
in the ’hood. All residents are welcome.

Rick Carson,
Editor, HONNA Neighborhood News

“Like a Good Neighbor,
HONNA Is There”…Here!

T

he March/April issue of the
Northeast Journal featured a
special section on ‘neighborliness’
and what it looks and feels like in the
Historic Old Northeast. Since
HONNA – the Historic Old Northeast
Neighborhood Association – is all
about fostering the concept of being
good neighbors and creating
community, we’re going to use this
space to share some more thoughts on
neighborliness and how you can be a
part of it.

FUNdraisers
Block Party

Porch Parties

HONNA sponsors monthly Porch
Parties, usually the third Friday of the
month from 7:30-10pm. A hospitable
resident opens up their porch or yard
to neighbors, who bring their own
preferred refreshments, and then
everyone enjoys snacks and
camaraderie with old friends and
meets new ones.
In previous issues of the Northeast
Journal and the HONNA quarterly
newsletter, there was an article about
residents who have organized block
parties (and in the last edition of the
Journal there was even a testimonial to
organizing an alley gathering). They
are fun and pretty easy to do. For info
about obtaining a permit to block off
your street, contact the Special Events
office of the St. Pete Police Department
at 727-893-7154.

Kid-Friendly Events

Fourth of July

Neighborhood meeting

Scores of kids, parents, and grandparents enjoyed the annual HONNA
Easter Egg Hunt held at Coffee Pot
Park the Saturday morning before this
past Easter. It was hard to tell who had
more fun – the kids, or the adults who
spent quality time engaging in conversation and catch-up with one another.
And not-to-be-missed is HONNA’s
annual 4th of July Children’s Parade,
also at Coffee Pot Park, this year on
Monday, July 4.

Dwd

Speakeasy

Being neighborly can sometimes
cost you a few bucks, but when it goes
to a good cause (like helping fund
projects that improve how the neighborhood looks), that eases the pain.
The hugely popular Candlelight Tour
of Homes in December and Garden
Stroll in the spring, plus the recent third
annual Speakeasy Gala are each a fun
way to help The ONE.
Speaking of the Speakeasy Gala, it
was a boffo travel back in time on April
23 to the Roaring ’20s at the Palladium’s
Side Door Cabaret. With catering by
Saffron and music by the Z Street
Speakeasy Band, guests in period attire
wined and dined in unflappable, unProhibition-like excess. Dozens of silent
auction items (including a Rays luxury
suite accommodating 16 people, a
couple of beach getaways, and a signed
Lightning team photo) added to the
evening’s enjoyment.
Events and programs such as these
don’t just magically happen. Individuals
take it upon themselves to get the ball
rolling, or maybe they join together
with other neighbors, for a one-time
happening or to bring about an ongoing
effort. Consider being one of these
people to help make something special
happen on your block or in our
neighborhood.
And, it really doesn’t have to cost
much, if anything, to let your neighbors
know you appreciate their neighborliness. But, if you feel a bit guilty for not
having been very neighborly recently,
give it a go... now. It just might become
contagious and second-nature.
Not a member of HONNA? We
welcome homeowners and renters as
well. Dues (tax deductible) are $30/per
household. If you have any questions
about joining, feel free to post your
inquiry on Facebook or visit www.
honna.org and use the Contact Us
form. Want to stay up-to-date on
HONNA events, local news, and
interesting St. Pete topics? Then follow
HONNA on Facebook, Instagram, and
Twitter. Simply search HONNA or
Historic Old Northeast Neighborhood
Association and follow us. Thanks, and
see you around the neighborhood!
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That’s How We Roll.

2016-2017
Now Enrolling

972418-01

Great Service, Great Quality, Great Prices.

Grades 1-8 for Fall 2016

• Alegria Montessori School is an authentic Montessori program
that creates a rich learning environment and supports
individual development.
• Our beautiful new campus and state of the art classrooms have
allowed us to expand our program to include middle school for
the 2016-2017 school year.
• We will now be able to offer a true Montessori education from
age one through grade 8.
• Come discover the joy of Montessori.

Painting • Restoration
General Contracting
Serving NE St Petersburg Since 1998

A Name You Know and Trust

3520 66th Avenue N
Pinellas Park FL 33781
License C-9614
CGC1520903

www.TomWhitePainting.com
727-578-5819

3200 58th Ave. S.

at Maximo Presbyterian Church

Call for Personalized Tour

License #C084323

RESEDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDOOR AIR QUALITY

INC.

Class ‘A’ State Certified CAC1814552 and CAC042743

AIR CONDITIONING
EST. 1984

727-345-0317
www.kronwest.com

2007
2008
2009
2012
2013
2014
2015

310-8243

ATTRACTIVE
—
SENSIBLE
—
LANDSCAPING

Committed to 100% Customer Satisfaction

KRON
& WEST

alegriamontessori.com

Alegria Montessori School welcomes students without regard to race, color, religion, national or ethnic origin, or economic or social class.

Call for Ideas and Free Estimate

flatwoodslandscaping.com
727-278-6811

We Service and Repair All Brands

Call us for details on our specials and rebates!

Save Time and Money,
and Enjoy Your Yard With
New Low-maintenance Landscaping,
Walkways, Patios and Lighting
––––––––––––––
Serving Pinellas County Since 1983
––––––––––––––
Florida Native Plant Society
Award Winner

SPECIALIZING IN: Native Plants • Xeriscaping • Low-voltage lighting • Drip irrigation

7 of our last 10 Valedictorians

enrolled at Shorecrest in
Lower School or earlier.

Strong Foundation. Bright Future.
Shorecrest is a preschool through high school non-sectarian, co-ed independent
school in St. Petersburg, Florida where empathy becomes action, inquiry sparks
intellectual independence and students find their futures. Proven results since 1923.

Schedule your
PERSONAL TOUR
to see first hand how
the early grades
at Shorecrest
build a strong
foundation for your
child’s future.

more.shorecrest.org/tour
5101 First St NE
St. Petersburg FL 33703
727-522-2111
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The Night Blooming Cereus

T

Graham White

he knock on the door came about 10pm and someone stood on our porch
shrouded in darkness. That time of night is wrong for casual visitors, wrong
for neighbors popping in to just say hi, wrong for door-to-door salesmen,
wrong even for the most zealous cult caller.
But, there in the darkness, someone was tap-tap-tapping on our door in an
insistent manner that could not be ignored. We both got up from the couch and
looking uncertainly into each other’s faces, we made our way through the living
room to peer out into the darkness on our front porch.

In-Home
Intuitive Bodywork
& Massage for
Women & Couples

Jean Riccio
LMT, MFR, NMT

727•642•2518

hellojeanriccio@gmail.com
jean.massagetherapy.com
MA63040

D o g Wa l k i n g & Pe t s it t i n g
Ho u s e C h e c k+

©

out. Whether it’s daily
workday walks for Fido or
keeping an eye on the
homestead in your absence.

Learn more onlineor call us any time.

.c o m

care of things when you’re

atb

relieve your stress and take

!!
Go

aw

We offer many services that

Let
’s

S t. Pe te’s m o s t r e li a bl e!

727 -483 -4554

more info: aWal k Ar oun dT heBlo c k.c om

It was Dan, one of our neighbors, telling us that we had to come out, walk
down the street to the alley, that we just couldn’t miss this. Uncertainly at first,
but with growing curiosity we made our way down to the alley where we saw it
for the first time ever, and our mouths dropped open and we stood in awe, at the
sight of the night blooming cereus.
He told us that it happened just one night a year and that on that one night
this variety of cactus would explode into a profusion, a riot of inexplicable blossoms.
The stringy, finger-like stems of the cactus, had over the years, climbed their way
hand-over-hand up the palm tree, and also up to the top of a nearby telephone
pole. Now, for just this one mystical night, the large, luminous blossoms transformed
the palm tree and even the lifeless telephone pole beside it into a cathedral of
subtropical beauty. There was an air of mystery all around us while people were
gathering in the alley as if compelled to join an encounter of the third kind. Cars
stopped, their motors left running, lights still on as the passengers emptied onto
the pavement in the alley.
Children and teens joined with parents, senior citizens, and strangers as we all
crowded around this miracle of nature – unplanted, uncultivated, uncared for,
and yet full of the vitality, full of the promise and beauty that even a seemingly
unremarkable weed of the alley can produce on one mystical night. Another
neighbor as of yet unknown to me, named Vitas, came out of his back door carrying
wine and glasses for us to toast the beauty of this natal star, which proclaimed the
mysterious transformation of the alley of our lives, our modern, arid, virtual desert
of human isolation into a new mysterious, subtropical kingdom of connection,
community, and celebration.
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P EO P L E A N D P E TS
To submit photos or to be photographed, contact Susan Alderson. Photos by Susan Woods Alderson unless otherwise noted.
Email your HIGH RES digital photo to susie2wong@gmail.com. Please include your name, address, phone number, and pet’s name.

Matt and Denise Jones and Shelly
12th Avenue N

Cecily and Curt Gresham with Roxie
Coffee Pot Blvd NE

Marty and Cathy Foxx with Kelsey
Coffee Pot Blvd NE

Abbey Wakely and Louise
9th Avenue N

John Gonzalez with Nico and LuLu
11th Avenue NE

Chris Lewis and Chase
Monterey Circle NE

Anne Glover and Lucky
16th Avenue NE

Jaclyn Wilson and Xens
12th Avenue N

Linda and Paul Ladwig with Shelby and Casey
15th Avenue NE
Sent in by owner

Sent in by owner

Ask Us About Wellness Plans
with Low Monthly Payments
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There Are No Coincidences
A Story of Two Athletes

T

Gina Norris

wo lives teamed up sixteen years ago... one as a coach and mentor, the
other an accomplished marathoner and aspiring triathlete. Today, the two
athletes are a team once again... this time, one as a guide, and the other
an advocate for visually impaired athletes.
Carolyn Kiper started going to the gym and taking step aerobics classes
back in the early 1990s to stay fit. She quickly got her certification to be an
instructor for the classes herself. However, she developed plantar fasciitis and
was told that she needed work her feet in the ‘opposite direction.’ Running
was the solution. First it was just for fun, and then it became a few 5k races
with a friend. When she realized that they were progressively getting faster
with each race, they decided to run the Gasparilla 15k. The natural next step?
A marathon.
She successfully ran her first, finishing just over 4 minutes off her Boston
Marathon qualifying time. Determined, she tried again the following year, and
this time, finished 20 minutes faster than her qualifying time. Looking back, she
remembers her first Boston in 2000, “There was a runner... I heard this guy running
and yelling, ‘blind runner, blind runner,’ and they came flying by me – my first
time I saw a guide with a blind runner, tethered. I had no idea that at some point
in the future, that was going to be me.”
While training for her marathon, biking and swimming were part of her crosstraining regimen. Now with Boston under her belt, she wanted to try her hand
at triathlons, so she signed up for St. Anthony’s. She did so well, that one of her
friends intimated she was ready to do an Ironman race which is comprised of a
2.4-mile swim, 104-mile bike ride, a marathon of 26.2 miles to finish. “The way
he said it as a fact,” Carolyn remembers, “took away any doubt in my mind, so I
registered for Ironman Florida.”
Back in 1986, Diane Berberian had just moved to St. Petersburg from Philadelphia where she was teaching physical education. She was 28, active and loved
four sports: soccer, running, swimming, and bicycling. When she first moved down
to Florida, it was difficult to find a group to play soccer. So, she just started running
on her own. “I just ran because I always just ran,” she explains, “but everyone did
events here.” And soon, Diane found herself immersed in the triathlon world, a
sport still in its nascency. She obtained her USAT (United States Association of

Featured Listing

405 15th Avenue NE
Old Northeast
1925 Renovated Home
Offered at $835,000

Specializing in Old Northeast,
Snell Isle and Downtown

Sharon Kantner
Realtor® & Old NE Resident

Direct 727.278.5866
SKantner@SmithandAssociates.com
ThisOldNEhouse.com

Jacksonville Marathon where they qualified Diane (left) to run in the 2016 Boston Marathon

Triathletes) coaching certification the first year it was offered, and she focused on
working with children.
Professionally a physical therapy assistant, Diane remarks about triathlons, “It
was just my interest. I never thought it would become a business.” But in 1999,
as the health care industry was evolving and work was becoming scarcer, she
started working as a personal trainer, coaching both adults and children. With
her USAT coaching certification, she also started training triathletes.
In 2000, in search of a coach to help her train for her first Ironman race, Carolyn
found Diane Berberian. “That’s how we first got hooked up. When she was my
coach. She was fully sighted then,” explains Carolyn. Diane adds, “There are no
coincidences.” “That’s right, no coincidences,” reiterates Carolyn.
Carolyn successfully completed the Ironman Florida and competed for a few
more years, but running remained her passion, and later focused more on her
marathons. Diane continued a strong presence in the triathlon circuit, but started
noticing a change in her vision.
“I had age-related vision changes. But then there were times when I would be
in the car and I would see the street signs and knew what they were, but I couldn’t
see the middle of it. Or, I could be looking at a social security number, but I couldn’t
see the middle numbers.” Keeping her condition somewhat private, Diane
continued to race. For a brief period of time, her vision cleared up so she spent
more time with family and participated in events in other areas around the country.
With Carolyn focusing on marathons, and Diane moving out of St. Pete, the two
women fell out touch for a few years.
During that time, explains Carolyn, “My father was losing his vision to macular
degeneration, so I was trying to do things with my dad to help him.” An object
her father saw in his peripheral vision disappeared when he turned to look at it
directly. She understood how to help him navigate his space. During those years,
she was learning how to be the eyes for someone who is visually impaired. There
are no coincidences.
Diane continued to race, still working with doctors to try to understand why
her vision was deteriorating, but still racing on her own. She and her doctors
would strategize how to prepare for her triathlons. “Hawaii 2010 – that was the
most dramatic change in my vision,” she pauses. “Another year and another
change. We did the same things, got there, and for the first time in my life, I
looked in the mirror and didn’t see me. I couldn’t find things. It’s the day before
the half-Ironman, and I’m in Hawaii.” Still determined to participate and finish
the race, she talked to the race director and the head referee, and explained, “I
just want to do it. If I can make the cut-off times, I can do it.” She did it. She was
an official finisher. But she knew it was the last race she was going to be able to
do by herself. She was diagnosed with juxtafoveal telangiectasia, a condition where
a person’s central vision is significantly deteriorated.
In 2012, Diane moved to Safety Harbor, and thanks to social media, reconnected
with Carolyn. Carolyn recalls, “Someone had told me that she was losing her
vision, and when she came back, she found me on Facebook. She was one of those
people who had been very important in my life, so I told her if there was anything
I could do for her, to let me know... and she said, ‘Well, now that you brought it
up, let’s go for a run!’”
They started doing short runs together. Carolyn would drive Diane from Safety
Harbor to St. Petersburg. “I also started coaching at Fit2Run,” says Carolyn, “so
I had all my runners here in St. Pete, and realized that Diane could move down
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here and be totally embedded.” Diane adds, “It takes a village. The training his father, Dick, pushing him in his wheelchair, racing together for the last time.
community and support here (in St. Pete) is amazing.”
Each team has its own chemistry, and Carolyn and Diane have theirs. What
And so they started running. Carolyn and Diane gave the expression ‘joined makes this team so unique? Carolyn attributes their success, partially to their
at the hip’ new meaning. Rules for guides vary from race to race, but the two similar temperaments, but highlights, “Our special relationship really came from
women found that a tethering technique worked best. Carolyn engineered a tether the days when Diane was my coach. One of the things I learned from her is that
to clip onto their race belts keeping them close. “We wanted to have total freedom nothing is bad. Nothing is wrong. If you have a bad day training, she’d ask, ‘Well,
so that’s why we tether at the waist – our legs are free, our hands are free,” she what did you learn from it?’”
explains. For the ITU (International Triathlon Union) race in London, the tether
When asked about her guides, Diane says, “If it’s a marathon, Carolyn is my
was restricted to one meter. Cleverly, Carolyn checked out all the elastic, and go-to girl.” When paired together, they are runners to be reckoned with, but their
measured to see which one stretched the furthest. She made a bright red cover vision reaches beyond their racing and performing at their physical best.
for it. “We’re close but we can feel a little stretch
Recently, Diane has been working actively with
without being yanked.”
Team with a Vision, a Massachusetts association to
Soon Diane started hinting about a Boston
help visually impaired athletes who want to run.
Marathon qualifier, so they chose Sacramento in
She has been asked to help train guides and raise
2012. Carolyn remembers, “In general, I’m the
more awareness for the organization. “I’m not the
stronger, more consistent runner, but we almost
fastest runner, not the youngest... but the oldest
didn’t qualify because I was having physical issues,
competitive, visually impaired woman. I tell
not Diane.” In spite of the difficulties, they still
people... anyone can guide me.” She was asked to
qualified, so Diane entered her first Boston
train guides during her next Boston. Guides are
Marathon in 2013. She was not able to finish. Just
anonymous in a race. They receive no recognition,
passing mile marker 25, within one mile from the
no official finishing time. They go through the
finish line, they heard the sirens. “We didn’t hear
rigorous training regimen and the races to help their
the bombings or anything, just the sirens.” When
fellow athletes. So for the first time, Carolyn was
they figured out what was going on and after the
not Diane’s guide for the 2016 Boston Marathon,
initial chaos and horror subsided, Carolyn told
so that others could have a chance to help and learn
Diane, “We’re coming back next year. This was
about guiding visually impaired athletes.
your first Boston. You have to cross the finish line.
For Diane and Carolyn, it is all about growing
She thought I was crazy.”
and
learning. Together, the two have withstood
Not deterred and demonstrating the true spirit
more
than just endurance races and medical
of Boston Strong, they raced the following year just
challenges.
They transform challenging situations
as so many other runners did. They returned to the
into
positive
ones. Diane sums it up perfectly. She
exact location where they were stopped a year ago
is often asked if she was ever mad about her vision.
and commemorated their accomplishment with a
Her response? “My temperament has always been
photo. “This time with smiles on our faces,” says Screen shot from the Everyday Hero segment
that I just figured out another way to do things. I
Carolyn. Their finish was further highlighted by
witnessing two special athletes go for the finish. “It was even better because when always say, ‘It’s just my new normal now.’ That’s how I coach. That’s how I live.
we made the final turn, there was Team Hoyt participating in their last race... so To me, I learn something new every couple of weeks... ‘I didn’t know, that I didn’t
we stood there and waited!” The iconic father-son team have inspired athletes know that!’” While she sometimes surprises herself, she and Carolyn will always
for over 37 years, as Rick Hoyt, diagnosed with cerebral palsy as an infant, and inspire the rest of us.
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RediscoveR ouR 1925
classic dining Menu

marchand’s
VINTAGE DINING

Design a four star, three-course meal with choices from two appetizers, three
entrees and two desserts, always for just $19.25.
Plus enjoy specially-paired wines with each course at only $8 a glass.
Starter
Ham & white bean soup, combread crouton or Panzanella, heirloom tomato salad pickled onions

Choice of Entrée
Short rib Bourguignon pappardelle pasta, roasted carrots, cipollini onion, tomato, mushroom red wine sauce
or Fennel garlic smoked pork shoulder herb mashed, gremolata-tomato olive
or Grilled salmon, pancetta pecorino risotto, grilled asparagus

Dessert
Cheesecake, Grand Marnier marinated strawberries or Bitter sweet chocolate mousse, vanilla whipped cream

Join us nigHTlY

5 pm–6:30 pm.

727.824.8072

marchandsbarandgrill.com

Live Music Inside
Friday & Saturday 7-10pm
Poolside Mixers
Sunday 1-5pm
Trivia
Free to play, fun and prizes
Sundays 7-9pm
Now Booking Parties for Any Occasion!

Complimentary Poolside Cabana with any reserved party.
Food & Beverage minimum required. Call for details.

5 Martini MONDAYS • $3 Craft Beer TUESDAYS • $10 Burger/Fries/Craftbeer WEDNESDAYS • $5 Margarita THURSDAYS 5-7pm
Weekend Big Breakfast Buffet with omelet station Every SAT & SUN 8am-12pm $12 All You Care to Eat

$

TSP
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Rays on the Runway to Benefit the Children’s Dream Fund

T

he 9th annual Rays on the Runway will be held on Wednesday, June
29 at the Hilton St. Petersburg Bayfront. Organized by the Rays Wives
organization, this fun fashion show features the Rays players, their
wives, and dream children from the benefiting charity, the Children’s Dream
Fund. It’s fan-friendly! During the cocktail hour preceding the show, guests
can enjoy a meet-and-greet with players, and the opportunity to bid on
their ‘favorite things’ baskets. Ally Forsythe, wife of Rays player Logan
Forsythe, and new resident of Old Northeast says, “This is our favorite
charity event of the year! As much fun as we have walking the runway with
our guys, the real joy comes from seeing the dream kids light up and steal
the show. The evening is about making their dreams come true.”
The Children’s Dream Fund is celebrating 35 years of making dreams
come true for children with life-threatening illnesses living throughout West
Central Florida. Founded by the Sunshine City Jaycees here in St. Petersburg,
they are one of the oldest, and busiest, wish-granting organizations in the
country.#SeeYouAtTryst
Their first dream-come-true was727.821.4567
for 8-year-old Fransie, who came
from South Africa to go to Disney World and meet his hero, Pinocchio.
Since then, the Children’s Dream Fund has helped well over 2,000 children
from Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital, St. Joseph’s Hospital, Tampa
General Hospital, and Sabal Palms Children’s Center. They are proud to
state that over 84% of every dollar raised goes directly to help make dreams
come true, and the Dream Fund has consistently been given a Four Star
rating by Charity Navigator.
To learn more, go to www.childrensdreamfund.org.

HALF-OFF BAR BITES!
Daily during 4-7pm happy hour!
dinetryst.com

fb.com/TrystDTSP #SeeYouAtTryst
(727) 821-4567 | 240 Beach Drive, St. Petersburg, FL
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explains Rick, adding, “Facebook, NextdoorOld
Northeast, and the HONNA website are more
immediate communication vehicles.” That has more
appeal for some.
But, Rick, how can you have a life without the
newsletter? Well, guess what: he has a life! One wonders
how he found the time to devote to the HONNA

into ‘early retirement.’ For three years he had been the
live-in innkeeper of a seven-bedroom bed-andbreakfast in a renovated 1865 Italianate-style Victorian.
Now he felt it was – in his words – “pay-back time,”
so in the early 1990s, he coordinated Catholic
Charities’ AIDS Buddy Volunteer Program for Pinellas
County, which lent emotional support to those
impacted by HIV/AIDS, and he also wrote a newsletter

monthly newsletter. Rick suggested a quarterly
publication with a more varied and substantive
content, which would make the newsletter bigger.
“I was doing things I didn’t have time to do before,”
Rick remembers, and he began a “renewed pay-back
time” becoming HONNA newsletter editor in March
of 2002. “What kind of things would I want to read,”
was Rick’s modus operandi. “Take houses for sale in

newsletter when all of his other activities come to light.
In the first place, he is also the editor for the bimonthly
newsletter of the United Church of Christ in Florida,
which encompasses 95 congregations in the state. He
is a member of Pass-a-Grille Beach Community United
Church of Christ where he served for seven years as a
reading tutor. In addition, he enjoyed being a volunteer
for Meals on Wheels, delivering meals every Monday
for seven years.
Rick had moved to St. Pete Beach from Frenchtown,
New Jersey, in 1989 to be the live-in support for his
widowed mother when he realized he was transitioning

which circulated among the program’s volunteers and
other AIDS groups in the county.
He lived with his mother until her death and then
decided to move on, looking for an older neighborhood
with character. Thus he ‘found’ the Old Northeast and
his perfect home. He renovated his house for nine
months, and when he attended his first HONNA
meeting, it was during the controversy around the
building of the CVS at 9th Avenue and 4th Street.
At some point after that meeting, Rick met with
HONNA president Chris Eaton and board member
Joe O’Connor to talk about revamping the then-

the neighborhood – who are the new owners? Let’s
print their names and use this as an entrée to welcome
them to the neighborhood,” he recalls, adding, “People
may miss things in the daily newspaper relevant to the
Old Northeast or don’t get the paper at all, so let’s
provide brief summaries of what’s recently happened.”
The newsletter was really quite unique for its genre,
and Rick’s innovations and caring, creative talents
were obvious throughout each publication. One of
the most popular columns in the newsletter that he
introduced – Over the Back Fence – is a shining
example of this flair. It was a sharing of neighborhood

PAYBACK TIME FOR RICK CARSON Continued from page 1

NORTHEAST JOURNAL

May/June 2016

news – great job promotions, proud graduates, personal achievements, good news,
sad news, maybe some complaints and peeves – just local chatter, not gossip.
This newsletter had room for funny, wacky blurbs about incidents or people. And
Rick is very appreciative of the many neighbors who have written articles or columns,
the advertisers who underwrote the newsletter’s costs, and the layout artist, Sharon
Bond, who has been with the newsletter since before Rick became its editor.
In this same period, Rick was also editing his college alumni LGBT group
newsletter, and was editor for his 50th college reunion newsletter last year. He

helped organize three get-acquainted socializers for LGBT residents of the Old
Northeast in the early 2000s, and also founded a book club for gay men in the
area, focusing on works by gay authors such as Gore Vidal and James Baldwin.
But, Rick was always and forever a ‘newsletter man.’ He explains that it is his
way of trying to help people come together: “It’s an opportunity to connect people
with other people, ideas, organizations, or groups... helping people find someone
or something they may have been looking for, or making them aware of something
they may not have even realized they were looking for.”
So, at first he combined newsletter editing and politics. Really? Not unheard
of, as these fields are not mutually exclusive. But, how did that happen? Well, it’s
a circuitous route from Washington, D.C. politics to good deeds in St. Petersburg,
but all the paths connect.
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Rick grew up in a suburb west of Chicago. He went to Granville, Ohio, to
attend Denison University, and graduated in 1965 with a degree in Political
Science. He received his Masters in Political Science from the University of North
Carolina in Chapel Hill in 1967.
Moving to Washington, D.C., he became an employee of the Republican
National Committee in 1968. During his time in Washington (including less than
a year in Virginia) from 1968 to 1985, Rick also worked for: a gubernatorial
campaign in Virginia, a Republican Member of Congress from Pennsylvania, a
special House Committee, and a political consulting firm. While at the National
Republican Congressional Committee (the campaign arm of Republicans in the
House of Representatives) and the government relations office of Motorola, he
created in-house newsletters for both organizations.
In 1984, he and three others quietly organized a group of LGBT Republicans
called CAIR (Concerned Americans for Individual Rights). The organization did
not last long at that time, but was similar to the present LGBT group known as
the Log Cabin Republicans.
Rick felt he had gone as far as he could in Washington and thus changed
direction completely in 1985. He and several friends bought the aforementioned
historic house in New Jersey, and he became its innkeeper. That was a different
way to interact with people – but it just didn’t quite suit him. “A lot of work for
very little reward,” he declares.
That would be the way most of us would describe being a newsletter editor.
But that is not what newsletters mean to him. Rick is all about connecting! That’s
what newsletters do for people, groups, communities – for all of us. Let’s hope we
all stay connected, even after the last issue of the Neighborhood News arrives in
June, and remember that Rick is our connector!
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brotherhood of man... help us to truly insure a nation indivisible, with liberty and
City manager Lynn Andrews put into effect a new program which reduced justice for all.”
pay for sanitation workers from $101.40 for six days work to $73 for five days work.
“There were a lot of meetings that I was not invited to, including a couple
The new program was initially presented as a month-long trial, after which savings where the manager met with the entire city council without me as mayor. There
realized would be shared with the workers. This did not happen. On May 6, 1968, was one meeting in July. The strikers had been applying for permits to march on
sanitation workers – all but one of whom were African Americans – went on city hall. The city manager held a meeting to discuss the permits, during the course
strike. Attorney Jim Sanderlin (later judge) represented the strikers. He and strike of which he said, ‘I am going to grant the permit, but they are not going to get to
leader Joe Savage negotiated for a 25¢ an hour increase. Andrews countered with city hall.’ He said ‘we are going to have all our police out there in riot gear and
5¢, and offered to rescind the
there will be some strategically
new pay plan and revert to the
placed officers in various
previous plan. The strikers
locations and on roof tops.’ He
voted to hold out for a twentysaid ‘we are going to have’ what
cent-an-hour increase.
the city attorney called in that
On May 7, Andrews
meeting ‘a controlled confronresponded by refusing to
tation.’ I stood up and said, ‘has
negotiate further and fired 52
anybody decided how many
workers, soon to be followed by
people will be killed or injured
the firing of another 150 workers
before this is counted as a
on May 9. Over the course of the
success?’ I then stormed across
next month, several unexplained
the room. I yanked open the
fires occurred around the city.
door. Times newspaper reporter
While the council supported the
Paul Schnitt, who had been
city manager’s failure to follow
trying to listen on the other side
through on the new pay plan as
of the door, literally fell into the
promised and the subsequent
room. Needless to say, when the
firing of striking sanitation
next march was held, the police
workers, Mayor Jones did not.
were not in their full riot gear,
While he did not support the
and they were not on roof tops,
illegal strike as a way to resolve
and the march proceeded to city
the dispute, and believed “the
hall. I believe that was the
problem was on both sides,” he Mayor Rick Kriseman, Don and Mary Jones, and historian Will Michaels celebrating Don’s 90th at surprise
turning point. Looking back,
stated at the time that the real birthday party at City Hall in February.
that was the crucial day.”
trouble started with a “publically
On August 15, 1968, the city
made commitment of a pay raise
council passed an ordinance
that was never followed
against impeding public travel
through.” On May 17, he openly
on streets and sidewalks. The
criticized the city manager and
strikers had begun using
charged the manager and the
sidewalks for marches rather
council with “sowing the seeds
than obtaining permits for
for the present St. Petersburg
marches on the streets. On
garbage crisis.” On June 7, the
August 17, civil violence erupted
Times published an editorial
in what is now called the
entitled “Empty Victory.” They
Midtown area. Fires were set
wrote that race relations in the
resulting in an estimated half
city had suffered a “severe blow”
million dollars in property
because of the manager’s actions,
damage and stores were looted.
and that “with the exception of
A few people were injured but
Mayor Jones, the City Council’s
no one died. The strike
performance during the deterioleadership denounced the
ration has been ostrich-like.”
violence. Some 350 National
The Times charged that Andrews
Guardsmen were activated to
planned to use the strike “to Sanitation workers march to city hall. Joseph Savage (front right) was the strike leader, and James Sanderlin (left support local police. Later The
correct previous hiring mistakes” of Savage) was attorney for the workers, image 1968. Courtesy of Tampa Bay Times.
Rev. Enoch Davis, minister of
in the sanitation department,
Bethel Community Baptist
and “to break up all organized efforts to improve communications in the Church and a civil rights leader declared, “the burnings and lootings were among
department.” Mayor Jones refused to endorse a public letter signed by all councilmen the most devastating experiences ever to take place” in the city.
backing the manager. On May 23, attorney Ike Williams, president of the NAACP,
Approximately two months prior to this civil violence a group of ‘Concerned
came to the support of the strikers by calling for a “selective buying” campaign Clergy’ met with the city council to try to mediate the crisis. One issue raised was
– a boycott of white-owned businesses.
offensive language still remaining in the city charter calling for residential
Don recalls, “Lynn Andrews was one of the best infrastructure managers in the segregation and the holding of all-white primary elections. The council agreed to
world. But he had blind spots when it came to human relations in the employment rescind those provisions. Also, a few days prior to the violence, Mayor Don Jones
area. Things began to fester, and relationships on the city council changed from initiated the Community Alliance in cooperation with the Chamber of Commerce.
very cordial to name-calling, and I was vilified. The city manager realized that I The Community Alliance was a bi-racial organization whose mission was to
was very much opposed to some of the things that he was doing, and he isolated address poor job opportunities for blacks, renovate slum housing, and expand and
me from the city council.” The strike occurred shortly after the assassination of improve educational opportunities. But these efforts came too late to prevent
Martin Luther King, and King’s brother, Alfred Daniel (A. D.) King, later came violence, although the Alliance was to prove its usefulness in healing the
to help with the strike in St. Petersburg. He participated in a march in late June community after the violence, and in later years.
and also had separate meetings with Andrews and Mayor Jones. Andrews received
On August 30, after 116 days, the strike was finally settled after great personal
him coldly, whereas Mayor Jones received him cordially. “It seems the city manager sacrifice by the workers involved and their families. Sanitation workers who had
hasn’t the concern expressed by the mayor,” King said.
been fired and wished to return to their jobs were rehired. The new pay and work
On June 7, 1968, the first of some 40 marches took place starting on 22nd plan was rescinded. Sanitation collectors soon received an eight-cent-an-hour
Street near Jordan School and ending at City Hall. The first march was a protest pay raise. During the strike, Mayor Jones observed, “We don’t just stop with law
of sanitation worker pay and worker firings, but also a tribute to Robert F. Kennedy and order. There is freedom and justice, and they are all intertwined and
who also had been assassinated just two days before. Some 300 people participated inseparable.”
in the march. Mayor Jones received the marchers on the steps of city hall and
Following the strike, Mayor Jones recalls, “I was a very disturbed and frustrated
offered a prayer, “There can be no fellowship with God that is not based on the person. I had found out that the mayor has no power. He has the microphone.
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Newly elected Mayor Don Jones and City Council, image 1967.

But I also think I have come to realize – and this is the first time I have ever been
interviewed on this subject – but I think that maybe my success was what I
prevented from happening, and I find some solace in that.”
“I was pretty well burned out. There were threats on my life, none of which I
took very seriously. I finished out my term as mayor, including hand recruiting my
successor. I found the guy that reflected my viewpoints and got him to run. Three
of the council members were up for reelection in the next election, and two were
defeated. The others left at the end of their terms, or were defeated in the next
go-around. Within one complete cycle, every one of those who had fought against
everything I had fought for were gone. One of those elected to the new council
was C. Bette Wimbish, the first African American to serve.”
“To this day I think the community as a whole was far more progressive in the
1960s than was its elected leadership. The white community never engaged in
any mass protest against the strike. There were people I consulted with who were
a great help to me at the time, such as the Rev. Enoch Davis, a black civil rights
leader. He was a bridge builder between people. Another member of the black
community that I relied on was police officer Freddie Crawford. He opened my
eyes to segregation in the police department at that time. He was a very stabilizing
influence. I also discussed a lot about what was going on with J. Wallace Hamilton,
my pastor at Pasadena Community Church. I think that my conversations with
people like Freddie Crawford, Jim Sanderlin, J. Wallace Hamilton, and others
helped to build that framework of reason.”
“I had a philosophy through all this. I obviously did not have the votes on
council to deal with the situation as I really wished to, so I had to act in such a
manner as to maintain a framework of reason, because sooner or later everybody
has got to come back to the framework of reason. But maintaining that framework
of reason resulted in me doing things that were a lot more passive than what I was
inclined to do. For example, I was told that if I went to the police department, I
would be arrested because only the city manager could give direction to the
department. I had considered that maybe I could focus some positive attention
on matters if I got myself arrested, but I decided that was not in the best interest
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Courtesy of Don Jones.

of the community. The best interest of the community was to try to maintain at
least a framework of reason, and to have at least some limited conversations going
on and that’s what happened. Bad things did happen, but they could have been
a lot worse.”
After the strike was settled, Mayor Jones stated that the strike allowed St.
Petersburg to “grow up and become a part of the twentieth century and part of
the United States.” Reflecting on his earlier statement, Mayor Jones says, “While
we weren’t really part of what America stood for in the mid-’60s; America itself
did not measure up to its own standards. It took us a long, long time, but fortunately
we got it straight. Thank goodness.”
As his career came to a close, the Times saluted Don as being a good mayor.
“He stood courageously for compassion and understanding at a time when that
was not always politically popular.” While Don did not run again for mayor, his
turbulent time in office was not the end of his political career. In the 1970s, after
three county commissioners were convicted of bribery, he successfully ran for the
county commission and served as commission chair. In the 1990s, he and former
mayor Randy Wedding teamed up to successfully advocate for replacing city
manager government with the current ‘strong mayor’ government, wherein the
mayor has the power to run the city rather than a manager. Next year will be the
50th anniversary of his election as mayor. He recently celebrated his 90th birthday.
Don Jones will surely go down in our history as one of the city’s great mayors. He
withstood incredible peer pressure and rose far above the conventional beliefs of
his time. While the strikers themselves deserve great credit for “helping St.
Petersburg become a part of the twentieth century,” Mayor Jones also played a
significant, perhaps even essential, part in that achievement.
On a personal note Mayor Jones reflects, “I have been very blessed to have
been a part of this community, and to have my family. You can’t get through things
like what I went through without a wonderful, supportive wife and family. And I
really do think Mary was the best First Lady the city ever had!” Don and Mary
Jones have been married for 69 years.
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T H E H E A RT G A L L ERY
The mission of the Heart Gallery of Pinellas & Pasco is to provide an emotionally safe way to connect children with families through a traveling exhibit
featuring the faces and stories of local foster children ready for adoption. For more information, please visit the website at www.heartgallerykids.org.

DYL AN ( 1 1 ) , J O HN ATH A N ( 1 4 ) , R O N ( 5 ) , A ND L IL L IAN (13)
With futures as bright as their personalities, Ronald, Dylan, Lillian and Johnathan are
going places and they are going there together.
DYLAN is an athlete who enjoys being part of a team. When he’s not playing sports, he’s setting
up experiments or playing either Minecraft or Monopoly. If he could change the world, Dylan
would have world peace and wants to be a police officer to make that happen. Describing himself
as a “go-with-the-flow kind of guy,” Dylan always tries his best. His favorite animals are bulldogs,
chihuahuas and cheetahs. Dylan would like a kind and loving family.
JOHNATHAN is a determined and respectful young man who takes initiative. Johnathan plays
several sports, works part time, and is in the criminal justice program at his school where he is
learning how to become a police officer. In his spare time, he likes watching SpongeBob, playing
video games, and listening to rap and country music. Johnathan describes himself as awesome,
and we’d have to agree. Johnathan is looking forward to being part of a family that will allow him
to continue achieving his goals and to allow him to stay with his younger siblings.
RONALD, who likes to be called Ron, loves to play. Pretending to be a Ninja Turtle is his favorite
game, but Minecraft is a close second. Ron is always smiling and enjoys talking about his
latest achievements – most recently learning how to tie his own shoes. If he could have a pet,
Ron would like a baby mouse. If he could change the world, he’d make lunch boxes for
everyone! Flowers and pepperoni pizza make Ron happy, but what makes him happiest is
being with his siblings.
LILLIAN loves watching Full House, and eating cheeseburgers with ketchup, and Asian salads. If
Lillian could have a super power, she would want to be invisible so she could sneak chocolate
chips. She describes herself as a funny person and will do the voices to prove it! If Lillian could
change the world, she’s stop racism and make everyone get along. She enjoys going to school,
especially her science classes, and has the grades to show for it. Lillian would love a chance to
have her own room and to live around a lot of animals, but as long as she gets to stay with her
siblings, she’ll be happy.

Photo courtesy of Angela Clifton Photography
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They even ‘posed’ for photos with newly adopted
‘parents’ at a thank-you reception hosted by Sunken
Gardens staff and the Flamingos Forever group to
honor those individual donors who purchased naming
rights. The generous citizens who joined the
bird-naming campaign ($3000 to name a bird)
enjoyed the opportunity to welcome their birds home.
Besides the photo op, each one got a plastic flamingo
to take home for each named bird.
Reed spoke for all those involved when she
observed, “I’m ecstatic and relieved at the same time!”
When the crowd had gone, O’Grady observed with
undisguised delight that the young flamingos were
testing out the waters of the pond for the first time.
They needed some ‘spa’ time after the photo session.
Yes, they are home for good now.
The first of the naming donors was the Historic
Old Northeast Neighborhood Association (HONNA)
and their bird’s name is, of course, Honna! Another
early donor was Animal House, naming their bird,
appropriately, Belushi! St. Pete Preservation has not
decided on a name for their bird at this time, but it
will surely be a good one too!
Marion and Brian Mitchell not only ‘flocked’
Fourth Street with a Saturday Art Festival, but they

with car wash events, fundraisers, and donations jars.
Said Jeffrey, “I worked with the City when this
campaign began – for me it all started with Sunken
Gardens. It is a neat idea to bring the flamingos back.”
St. Petersburg High School had fundraisers, too,
and named their bird Pfeiffer in honor of long-time
school mascot, ‘Mr. Green Devil’ Bob Pfeiffer. His
daughter, Sally Pfeiffer Baynard, a resident of the Old
Northeast, attended the reception in his honor. Also
living locally is Old Northeast resident Marsha
Carson, who named her bird, Nigel.
Committee member and volunteer, Nancy Preis,
named Gladys after her mother who had been a Sunken
Gardens volunteer and was familiar with the original
flamingos. Another committee member and longtime
volunteer, Carol Skey, had a surprise birthday present
from her husband – a bird named Carol. Committee
member and volunteer, Gloria Matyszyk, and Dick
Caldwell picked Ramon for their bird’s name.
Beth and Robert Timberlake named a bird Alma,
while Cynthia Smoot Weller named her flamingo,
Lindsey Marie. Paul Skipper, PJ and Lance named
their bird Lynn Marie.
Last but not least, and quite outstanding among
the naming donors were Bill and Maria Raspovic from
Hudson, Florida, who called Reed last April saying

Marion and Brian Mitchell named birds after their granddaughters Hadley and Emerson, pictured with cousin Lily.

Sally Pfeiffer Baynard holding the plastic flamingo named for
her father, ‘Mr. Green Devil’

named two birds after their grandchildren, Hadley
and Emerson. “My family always came to St.
Petersburg when I was growing up and we stayed on
Fourth Street and went to Sunken Gardens regularly,”
she recalls, adding, “The flamingos have a special
place in my heart.”
There is a bird named Punky in honor of Bob
Jeffrey’s mother, and one named Roz for her best
friend. Donations came from Punky’s Bar and Grill

they wanted to round out the campaign by naming
five birds: Willy, Ali, Mari, Oscar, and Richy.
A total of over $50,000 was raised by the Flamingos
Forever campaign. They never expected it to take
three years, but it was not an easy task. “Restocking
the flock has taken the cooperation of literally
hundreds of supporters,” addressing the crowd, Reed
added, “The flamingo campaign has won the hearts
of the people of St. Petersburg.”

FLAMINGOS Continued from page 1

Opening event with everyone dressed in flamingo pink
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Young flamingo from the new flock

Several of the campaign events were noteworthy.
Sunken Gardens first created a display in their lobby
where for a $2 donation children could purchase a small
paper flamingo and attach it to the display. Over $5,000
was raised this way and visitors continue giving. This
will now be used for a new campaign, Sunken Gardens
Forever, which is now a 501(c)(3) foundation. The
funds will be used for special projects such as a children’s
garden, a small museum dedicated to the history of the
Gardens, and the repair of a number of the older bird
cages so the exotic birds can be housed appropriately.
Besides the bird-naming campaign, Reed also
praised the Flamingo Fling event, and two fund raisers
at Marion’s on Fourth Street, hosted by owner Marion
Mitchell, garnering donations from stores, banks, and
restaurants along that street. In addition, Councilman
Jim Kennedy invited his flamingo-loving friends as
well as the Flamingos Forever to make a presentation
to City Council (the city did set aside $30,000 to
build a new, larger overnight facility).
Kennedy wore his crazy, flamingo headdress when
Mayor Kriseman and Deputy Mayor Kanika Tomalin
cut the pink ribbon for the recent unveiling of the
new enclosure. He showed up – again with his hat – to
the reception with a proclamation from the City: May
is now ‘Sunken Gardens Forever’ month every year.
Reed recognized the members of the Flamingos
Forever campaign committee: Lesli Larmon, Carol
Skey, Mary Anna Matthews, Nancy Preis, Gloria
Matysyzk, Sally Lawson, Chris Stewart, and the
Sunken Gardens staff, Bill O’Grady, Lauren Kleinfeld,
and Sarah Corvalis.
Special thanks go to Jennifer Tyson, garden
specialist, and ‘birdman’ Frank Nesmith for allowing
this reporter and photographer, Susan Alderson, a
special tour of the flamingo enclosure.

Bill O’Grady, nature preserve supervisor, with the new flock the day of their arrival
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209 Corsino Way S
Custom home with 3 levels of Luxury Living!
Gorgeous Kitchen with Granite Counters,
Double Ovens and Breakfast Bar. Home
Theater with Stadium Seating. Panoramic
Water Views from Every Floor. Fully Gated
Yard with Double Lot, Deeded Dock and
10,000lb Boat Lift.
3 BR, 4 BA, 4,080 Sq Ft, 3 CG
Offered for $724,900
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7226 Demens Dr S
Located in the “Pink Streets” at the
Southern-Most Tip of St. Petersburg’s
Pinellas Point. This Home Features Two
Master Suites. The Kitchen Features Granite
Tops, Stainless Appliances and Recessed
Lighting with French Doors to the Backyard.
Private Pool is Surrounded by Tropical
Landscape.
3 BR, 3 BA, 2,834 Sq Ft, 1 CG, Pool
Offered for $449,000
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315 13th Ave NE
Desirable Old NE. Enclosed Front Porch,
Updated Kitchen Opens to Dining Room,
Beautiful Refinished Oak Hardwood
Floors. High Ceilings, Built In Shelves, Gas
Fireplace. Master Suite and Two Spacious
Bedrooms. Spacious Backyard with Raised
Deck and Detached Garage.
4 BR, 2.5 BA, 1,864 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $575,000

2879 Bullard Dr
Feather Sound Country Club. Custom Golf
Course Home with Lots of Living Space and
Huge Kitchen. Oversized Bedrooms and
an Open Floor Plan Perfect for Entertaining. Screen Enclosed Pool with Paver Patio.
Panoramic Views of the 14th Tee.
3 BR, 3 BA, 3,094 Sq Ft, 3 CG
Offered for $495,000
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5055 17th Ave N
Historic Colonial Home on THREE LOTS
with an Exceptional 4 or 5 Car Garage. TriLevel Living and a Gorgeous Kitchen with
Wine Bar. Cozy Den and Modern Family
Room Addition. Oversized Yard has Private
Brick Patio, Spacious Open Deck and is
Fully Fenced.
3 BR, 2.5 BA, 2,366 Sq Ft, 4 CG
Offered for $399,000

Exceptional
Properties,
Exceptional
Results!

551 26th Ave SE
Move In Ready Pool Home Located in the
Island Community of Tropical Shores. Two
Separate Living Spaces. Open Floor Plan has
Upgraded Kitchen with Breakfast Bar and
Closet Pantry. Outdoor Kitchen, Covered
Lanai and Large Pool.
4 BR, 2 BA, 1,708 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $349,000
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673 Segovia Ct NE #702
Beautiful Condo in the Gated Community
of Placido Bayou. Vaulted Ceilings create
an airy appeal in the Open Living Space.
An Updated Kitchen with Breakfast Bar and
Lots of Storage. Two Bedrooms Upstairs.
Enclosed Florida Room. Community Pool.
2 BR, 2.5 BA, 1,420 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $289,000

320 34th Ave N
Single Family Home Built in 2006 in a Great
Northeast Location - Blocks from Coffee Pot
Bayou. New Wood Floors and Fresh Interior
Paint. Open Kitchen with Granite Counters,
Breakfast Bar and Pantry. Two Living Rooms.
Dining Opens to Living Room with Gas
Fireplace and French Doors. No HOA!
3 BR, 2.5 BA, 2,200 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $359,900
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Julie Jones
Kathryn Krayer Zimring

1202 14th St N
Beautifully Updated Bungalow in Popular
Euclid/St. Paul Neighborhood. Freshly
Painted Exterior, Upgraded Modern Kitchen
with Butcher Block Counter Tops and
Newly Added Family Room. Hardwood
Floors Throughout the Home. Double Pane
Windows. Brand New AC!
2 BR, 1.5 BA, 1,250 Sq Ft, 1 CG
Offered for $279,000

Get to Know
JJ and the Z

Call 727-344-9191
Homes@JJandtheZ.com
METRO
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

201 2nd Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

605 Vallance Way NE
Move In Ready Townhome Located in the
Desirable Wyngate Community of Brighton
Bay. Low Maintenance Lifestyle with
Community Amenities. Fine Finishes and
Lakefront Views. Open Concept Floorplan.
Double Door Entry to Master Bedroom.
Upstairs Utility with Washer & Dryer.
3 BR, 2.5 BA, 1,453 Sq Ft, 1 CG
Offered for $214,000

