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Warhol at the Dali
Jim Sheehan

A

can of soup. A can of soup? A can of soup! Wooden boxes painted to look like cardboard
boxes containing Heinz ketchup. Wooden boxes!
Is this a hoax? This can’t be art, can it? Is Andy Warhol an artist like Salvador Dali, or
is he just some media personality who was famous for fifteen minutes or so? Or is he, as the curator
of the Warhol exhibit suggests,
the person who may have had
more of an influence on modern
culture and art than any other
artist, including Dali. And
while we’re at it, what is the
relationship, if any, between
Dali and Warhol? Do they share
any similar characteristics?
Curious? I was, so I visited
the Warhol exhibit at the Dali.
First, let me say something
about the Dali. If you have not
visited, stop reading this right
now, and go! The Dali Museum
is our treasure. It is the greatest
exhibit of the works of Salvador
Dali in the world and it’s right
here in little old St. Petersburg.
Suffice it to say you should stop
everything you are doing and go
there right away. And apologize
to the ticket person for not
having come sooner.
Some friends of mine from
college were visiting not too
Mayor Kriseman musing for the Warhol camera

Continued on page 22

Babe Ruth’s Longest Home Run
Will Michaels

O

n New Year’s Day, St. Petersburg celebrated the centennial of the World’s First Airline.
Now there is a second centennial to celebrate, the 100th anniversary of Major League
Baseball. Major League Spring Training began in St. Pete on February 27, 1914 with the
St. Louis Browns (now the Orioles). While the Browns were here only a year, St. Petersburg was
host to eight other Major
League teams over the next
one hundred years. Among
these teams was the New York
Yankees who held spring
training in St. Pete for 30 years
beginning in 1925 and ending
in 1961, with a few gaps in
between. That team included
Babe Ruth, generally regarded
the greatest player ever.
Ruth first came to St. Pete
with the Yankees in 1925 and
continued with them until
1934, returning to St. Pete the Waterfront Park overlapped today’s Al Lang Stadium, with home plate near
following year for an encore as the middle of today’s parking lot. The Park was built as a part of a deal to
get the Boston Braves to come to St. Pete for spring training. It was coma member of the Boston pleted in 1922. The Braves continued to train in St. Pete until 1937.
Braves. George Herman Ruth left the Yankees to join the Braves in 1935, his last year as a player.
“Babe” Ruth, Jr., nicknamed Waterfront Park was demolished in 1947 and replaced with the first Al
“the Bambino” and “the Lang Stadium, image circa 1925. Courtesy of St. Petersburg Museum of History.
Continued on page 32

Jenny Bleackley painting at home

Through the Eyes
of an Artist

T

Ashleigh Powers

he world is your canvas and you are the artist ready to paint
the way. With every action, a brush glides paint on a canvas
in effort to develop your masterpiece. This metaphor is
often used and there is something that can be learned when
looking at life through the eye of an artist.
Artist Jenny Bleackley knows that life and painting isn’t as
simple or as easy as a glide of the paintbrush. A masterpiece takes
time, commitment, passion, patience and continual development.
As an artist develops his or her craft, they begin to notice how
they look at life differently than most. “Being an artist teaches
you to be more observant. The more observant you are, the more
acute things are around you. It’s nice being able to portray that,”
states Jenny. The first thing to see from looking through the eye
of an artist is to find beauty in the small things around you.
Her paintings are abstract, landscape, and usually themed
around nature. When observing her work, you breathe in her
calming spirit which lingers on the canvas. It’s hard to imagine
how an artist remains so calm while working with one of the most
difficult mediums. Jenny works with watercolor, but not in the
conventional way of watercolor on paper. Instead, she uses canvas
as her choice of material. The challenge of it all is what Jenny
says she loves best, “It doesn’t do what you want it to do. When
you make a mark it’s very difficult to get rid of that mark. You
have to learn to live with mistakes and turn them into potential,
exciting, interesting abstracts. So it’s a challenge... for a little while
I bang my head against a brick wall, but the exciting thing is that
it does pursue something really exciting, then it’s just wow.”
Jenny allows the work to evolve during the process, starting
the project with the vision of what she wishes to paint but
adjusting to what the paint throws her way. Here is another thing
to be learned when looking through the eyes of an artist. Just
how Jenny’s paint doesn’t do exactly what she wants, life does
not give us the path or direction we have always thought we
would follow. Jenny looks at the paint not as if it is a hassle or a
mark that has ruined her piece, but rather as a new opportunity
to create something more beautiful than she imagined.
“The artwork also taught me patience, and that mistakes can
be corrected. If things don’t work, you can make them work. That
was the difficult thing, that you need to put it aside and come
back and you just keep coming back until it works”
It’s no wonder why one of her favorite quotes comes from
Winston Churchill: “Success consists in going from failure to failure
Continued on page 30
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P U B L IS H E R’S N OT E
St. Pete Rocks!
Rick Carson really knows how to pump up the old hometown pride! Read
his article on page 36, “St. Pete ‘discovered’ – Who knew? You did.” While
he has done the hard work of outlining all of the ways this city is amazing,
and by citing the sources that back up our claims, I will just take this opportunity to pat you all on the back.
Let’s start with the city’s founding mothers and fathers. It is they who are
responsible for and why we are blessed with a waterfront and numerous
parks and public spaces for all to enjoy. Ever been to the East Coast of Florida?
Nothing (that I know of, at least) comes close to what St. Pete has to offer
in terms of public use of the waterfront! As far as I’m concerned, the foresight
to preserve the waterfront for all to enjoy has set the stage for our very own
St. Pete to become what is now one of the “hottest” and most desirable
places to live and visit.
While a relative newcomer, the Northeast Journal has been going strong
since 2004. We started it during a boom time and enjoyed immediate success
and positive response from readers and advertisers alike. Then the crash hit
and it hit hard. As anyone who owns a business in the area knows, it was
tough going. Here is where the big pat on the back comes in: no one ever
gave up! We all did what we had to do to help each other through the rough
times while maintaining the overall positive energy hum that comes with
living and working in – and valuing! – this beautiful part of the world. If
anything, the collective move to do even more good made for really great
stories in this “good-news-only” journal!
We should feel very proud of the ongoing accomplishments this city enjoys
year after year. And, guess what? It is you who make it happen, and it is you
who never give up. Look at the energy and vitality on each and every page
of this issue. We have on the cover the mayor enjoying his city’s world-class
arts destination, the Dali Museum. We have street musicians and artists and
skateboarders enjoying Williams Park during the Localtopia event (see page
6). And, we have happy, real and grateful citizens even though Men’s Health
magazine put St. Pete in one of those “saddest city” lists. Take a look at how
each of the people featured on the “Meet Your Neighbor” page responded.
Nothing sad here!
Honestly, there is a collective heartbeat that keeps this city alive and pulsing
with optimism. Please pat yourselves on the back for your forward-thinking
mindset which has kept you strong and faithful to the “good people, good
places and good things happening” here in our newly “discovered” city we
call home.

Jen
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E UG E N IA W O O D S G O ES . . .

W

hen was the last time you
hung out in Williams Park?
For me, never. Growing up
here and living about 75% of my days
here in this area, I can honestly say I
have never even walked all the way
through the park. How sad is that?
That is until Keep Saint Petersburg
Local started plotting their second
birthday bash to be held in Williams
Park – Localtopia, a celebration of all
things local.
Williams Park was built way back
when, in the late 1800s, and had a
marvelous bandshell that housed many
musicians and politicians which
gathered thousands of people together.
Did you know Richard Nixon and
Ronald Reagan graced that stage?
We’ve all seen those famous old

Localtopia

postcards of the park full with scads of
people bunched together sharing a
sunny day and a music concert.
Williams Park hosted regular concerts
from the late 1900s all the way to the
mid 1950s. Music was an integral part
of the heart of St. Petersburg. What
better way to bring it back than to host
a giant party with local bands, local

vendors, local food, and local folks?
That’s right, Localtopia.
I got a chance to participate as a
vendor this year, and I can honestly say
I don’t believe I’ve seen that many
people come together for an event in St.
Pete. Ever. And the fact that it was in
Williams Park, it was almost as if St.
Pete came to take back the park for its
original intent, even if just for a day.
There were food trucks galore spilling
out empanadas, craft beers, sweet
treats, BBQ, coffee, Latin and Italian
foods, and sweet frozen treats. Other
vendors ranged from acupuncture and
yoga experts, hip photographers, olive
specialists, landscaping artists, vintage
oddities, candle sniffers, orchid
farmers, joyful jewelry, old-school
letterpress, fashion co-ops, shuffle-

boarders, sustainable wares, networking
opportunities, hula-hoopers... and that’s
just to name a few! There were popular
artists painting live on strips of giant
cellophane, skateboarders showing off
on a half-pipe, and mid-century modern
furniture displays in which to properly
view the bandstand and to people watch.
It was the most engaging display of
local love I’ve yet to see in this area.
Literally, throngs of people flooded the

small park, milling about happily
soaking up the sunshine and engaging
with one another. And so much more
wonderful was that Localtopia chose
its showcase in the heart of downtown,
Williams Park. n
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Elevators

W

John Gee

hen we decided to move out
of the ONE, we were hit with
a barrage of questions. The
hardest to answer were the permutations
of the “why do you want to leave here”
question. As with any soul-searching
question, the answers were never easy.
Life isn’t always as prosaic as we would
like, and it was just the right time to
move on.
This decision would have been a lot
easier if we lived anywhere but in the

Old Northeast. As anyone who is
reading the Journal knows, the ONE is
about as close to perfection as you can
get in a neighborhood. But once the
decision was made, the questions
began, and here are the top ten... with
my answers:
1. Won’t you miss your house?
I miss the plants and the garage the
most. I loved my landscaping and
hanging out in the garage. It’s a man
thing.
2. Won’t you miss your neighbors?
Yes. But we now have new neighbors
and many ways to meet up and socialize.
It just doesn’t involve an alley anymore.
3. What about your privacy?
Like the ONE, you can be as private
or as public as you desire. There are,
however, occasions when you must be
more face-to-face with people than you
would want – see question #10.
4. Won’t it be too noisy downtown?
St. Pete has become much noisier
these days. We live far enough above
the fray to keep most noise away, but
we still hear barking at the moon at
some ungodly hours in the night. The
race week is the worst time, but we
just leave.
5. What about your dog?
Our building has many dogs and I

am glad to report that our old girl has
become the favorite.
6. Can you live with all the rules and
condo associations?
There are rules everywhere and a
condo is no different. We have not
found them to be anymore egregious/
arbitrary than anywhere else in our
over-regulated world. Our association
is populated by some quite nice and
dedicated people.
7. Where will you put all your stuff?
You are not listening! The idea was
to get rid of stuff, not to find another
place to put it.
8. Parking?
Parking is provided. It just isn’t as
close and convenient as before.
9. Fees?
Everyone who owns property pays
fees. We just pay them in one monthly
bill. It all adds up to the same thing.
10. Elevators?
This is the one aspect of condo living
I never considered as a problem.
Obviously when you live ten floors off
the ground, there has to be some
method of conveyance. Walking up
stairs is great exercise, but climbing ten
floors every day with groceries, suitcases,
or an ancient dog in tow is a bit of
overkill. So when people asked “how

many elevators does the building have?”
or “how fast are the elevators in your
building?” I should have sensed that a
change in my lifestyle was in the air.
Condo living is fine, but the elevators
do add a new dimension. With a house,
if the dog has to go out, you just open
the door and go back to the TV. When
you want to leave, all you do is get in
the car and away you go. An elevator,
however, requires a planned escape. You
have to check to see if you have the
right keys, briefcase, suitcase, remember
the baby, the dog, the leash, the lunch.
If not, it requires a long schlep back to
the elevator bank... wait, get the
forgotten item... go back to the elevator
bank... wait, and then back outside.
Added to this is enduring elevator
behavior. Do you talk or do you just
stare at the middle distance? If you do
talk, what about? Weather? Pets? Kids?
Saturday Market? The options are as
infinite as they are mundane.
For the most part, living downtown
has been fun. We miss the serenity of
the ONE, but we have adapted to our
new way of living. I guess you could say
that learning to live with elevators is
fine but (please excuse me –I cant resist)
it does have its ups and downs. n
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AR O U N D TH E B L O CK
The Tweed Ride

S

t. Pete’s most fashionable ride, The Tweed Ride,
took place starting at the historic St. Pete
Shuffleboard Club. This is the third year riding their
promenade through downtown, donning vintage garb,
and ending at the club for some proper tea and scones.
The Tweed Ride, originated in 2009 in London, is
an opportunity to dress up in your best “tweeds” (aka
vintage wares), shine up your old bicycle, and parade
through downtown as part of a large group. The
popularity of the Tweed Ride has spread like wildfire,
and now almost every major city in the US boasts their
own. Our run was successful in that it has tripled in size
since it’s birth three years ago.
The group launches from the courts, swirls about
Central Ave, loops down the Pier, and stops halfway
for an abnormally large group photo. (Hard for the
photographer to say “down in front” when addressing
325 people.)
The ride features a ringleader with a voice as robust
as a tuning trumpet who wrangles all the cyclists, with
their excitement portrayed in the ringing of bicycle
bells. Crowds draw to the sidewalk to catch a glance as
this impressive group swarms the streets of St. Pete.
Ending back where they started, the group settles in for
some R&R with tunes and, of course, shuffleboard.
This year the popular Buster Cooper Quartet crooned
for the nostalgic bunch with a lusty gusto of swing tunes
to put a sway in your swagger. Vintage-clad hipsters
lauded each other with a best-dressed competition and
best ’stache award going to the most audacious beard
or twirly handlebar. It is a yearly event not to be missed.
Pip pip! n
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Consider Joining the Florida Urban Forestry Council

H

identifying tree species appropriate for your area.
Membership information may be obtained by going
to www.fufc.org.

Mary Hampton

ave you heard of the Florida Urban Forestry
Council (FUFC)? Are you aware that it is a
statewide, nonprofit organization with a
diverse membership? Did you know that there are
many FUFC members who live and work in this lovely
city of St. Petersburg?

Community Recognition Opportunities
FUFC sponsors lots of opportunities for local urban
forestry efforts. Examples of awards include
Outstanding Tree Advocate or Tree Advisory Group,
Outstanding Public Educational Program, Outstanding
Project, Outstanding Professional, and Outstanding
Urban Forestry Program.

Who Are Members of the FUFC?
FUFC membership is comprised of municipalities,
arborists, utility foresters, community tree board
members, tree advocates, volunteers, horticulturists,
landscape professionals, and interested citizens.

Related Resources

What Are the Goals of the FUFC?
Among the goals of the FUFC is teaching Florida
residents the importance of trees, including their
benefits. FUFC advises citizens about the best method
to plant, maintain, manage, preserve, and sustain our
urban forest.
An important educational activity is the Trail of
Trees program offered to Florida schools. Spearheaded
by Tim Womick of Tree Family, school presentations
are designed to teach students all about trees. Some
very unique teaching props used in school presentations
include an African drum, an abacus, a rayon dress, a
squirt bottle... and... yes... even a bird’s nest! School
presentations can be offered to groups from 500-1,000
students down to a ‘think tank’ group of 12 students.

Is Urban Forestry Getting National and
Local Attention?
We asked Ken Lacasse, president of FUFC and
utility forester, about his concerns relating to urban
forestry. Ken said, “My biggest concern for the future
of urban forestry lies within political battlegrounds
raging nationally which threaten to drown out discussions about urban forestry. That is why it is so important
for groups across the country, like FUFC, to stay
vigilant in promoting public awareness and education.
Preserving our environment takes more than planting
saplings on Arbor day or putting out one’s recycle bin
once a week. It takes dedicated commitment from real
people in real communities like St. Petersburg to get
involved and engaged in issues that relate to our own
front and back yards.”

What Topics Will Be Featured at
This Year’s Urban Forestry Institute?
This year’s third annual Urban Forestry Institute
(UFI) will be held March 13 and 14, at the Nova
Southeastern University campus in Fort Lauderdale.
Featured topics will relate to the Institute’s theme:
Trees Versus Infrastructure. Urban foresters deal with
challenges relating to root and pavement conflicts,
sidewalks and trees, trees and construction, and
maintenance costs for trees that damage infrastructure.
The Institute will feature well-known educators and
professionals in urban forestry.
The registration deadline was March 7, 2014, but
inquiries regarding attending the Institute can be
made by calling the FUFC at 407-872-1738.

If I Join the Florida Urban Forestry
Council, What Will I Receive?
Besides the satisfaction of becoming a member of
this exciting statewide group, you will receive The
Council Quarterly, a newsletter featuring useful information regarding tree care and current tree issues. You
will receive a complimentary copy of the outstanding
Selecting and Planting Trees for Florida’s Urban Forest.
This publication opens to a beautiful color poster

You may be interested in obtaining a National Tree
Benefit Calculator, conceived and developed by
Casey Trees and Davey Tree Expert Company. For
information, visit www.treebenefits.com/calculator.
Did you know about the Alliance for Community
Trees which sponsors a National NeighborWoods
month each October? Local ACTrees have planted
15 million trees nationwide with the help of 5 million
volunteers. For information, visit www.actrees.org.

Why Should an Average Citizen
(Like Me) Consider Joining Fufc?
The FUFC desperately needs interested citizens to
care about the trees in their community. Ken Lacasse
said, “It is the ‘average’ citizen who provides the largest
presence in areas in which we focus our efforts. I will
say that when an average citizen decides to become a
member of the FUFC, they are no longer ‘average!’
The person becomes a ‘proactive’ citizen who cares for
their community and is willing to become active in
preserving and maintaining a well-managed urban
forest in their area and across the state.”
Thank you, Ken Lacasse, and the FUFC, for offering
wonderful opportunities for all of us to become involved
in the urban forest of St. Petersburg, Florida. n
Mary Hampton is a retired educator who moved to Florida in 2007.
Since arriving in Florida, she has been doing non-stop research
regarding the topics of recycling and sustainability. She has been on
a quest to meet people who are also interested and involved in these
topics. Her present interest involves researching and writing about
these topics. If you would like to collaborate with Mary on a project,
contact her at queenofrecycle@hotmail.com.
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A R O U ND TH E B L O CK
Katie Koestner Speaks About Parenting the Cyber Generation

D

Heather Lambie

oes anyone here feel like they are one hundred percent on top of what
their kids are doing online? This is the question speaker Katie Koestner
asked to a room of Admiral Farragut Academy parents on February 5.
The reply? Resounding silence, probably the same reply she hears at all the
schools and universities she speaks at when she asks that question.
Koestner spoke for the next hour-and-a-half about the
dangers and longevity of the digital résumés our children
are creating with every post, tweet, photo, and chat. Her
personal dedication to the subject of self protection began
when she was raped her freshman year in college at
William and Mary. She was, in fact, the first victim to
use the term “date rape” creating legal jargon and precedences that would eventually land her on the cover of TIME magazine for her
story, and give a voice to millions of women for years to come.
She has since battled to protect young men and women from avoidable
situations, most recently by educating them (and their parents) about the rules
of engagement on the internet.
In her talk with Farragut parents and, the following day, with high school
students at Farragut, she shared several case studies of students who had made
poor decisions on social media that resulted in pitfalls ranging from the loss
of a full-ride college scholarship to jail time. She
also covered the many risks of maintaining a public
persona on social media such as:
• Could everything you put on Instagram,
Tumblr, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Skype
accounts be viewed by colleges and employment
agencies? And would they go as far back as
middle school?
• Are there companies set up to help erase
anything bad that is out there on the internet
about your child, and how much do they cost?

• Do any colleges have current students on the admissions team to friend
your daughter in social networks?
• What are the legal ramifications of filming another student without his/
her permission and posting it online?
• Could XBox live outings and gaming make your son more violent or impact
his interpersonal and language skills?
• What should you think if you see BitTorrent on your family computer?
• What are the legal issues if another student creates a profile of your child?
Certainly, there is much to learn – and constantly re-learn – in this everchanging digital world. Koestner’s main message for parents was to take off
the blinders and forget about respecting your child’s right to privacy. Parents,
she said, should be fully aware of everything their children are posting, know
all their child’s passwords, and do regular, unannounced spot checks or upload
digital tracking apps to devices. Parents should also know that they are responsible for the things searched, viewed, and posted on the phones and devices
of other children who are in their home.
For students, she drilled home the point of thinking before posting anything
(photo, video, or comment to any social media) and asking yourself, “Would
I show this to my grandmother?” If the answer is no, reconsider, since your
grandmother – or worse, a future employer – may see it someday and judge
you for it, even if the post doesn’t reflect who you are today. Valuable advice
for anyone... age 17-70! n
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Pamela Collins

“

The Mermaid’s Dome

T

he mystery was gone but the amazement was
just starting.” (Andy Warhol) And that may be
a great way to describe the work that MJ and
Jerry Robinson recently had done to their Old
Northeast home.

The mystery was what would become of the dome
room that was originally a side porch and which prior
to them purchasing the house in 1995 had been closed
into a sunroom and used as a TV room. By 1997, they
had already become very tired of the leaking roof
throughout their home, and hired an engineer to find
out why the roof was leaking when it was new when
they purchased the house. Despite hiring two roofers,
the leaks were so bad a bedroom ceiling fell in. An
engineer recommended a polyurethane roof system and
a commercial roofer willing to do the job. Although
there was a dome on the outside above the sunroom,
the ceiling inside was only nine feet high. Since they
were going forward with a new roof on the main part
of the second floor of the house, they thought they
should at least check what was above the ceiling in the
dome room. That is when they discovered the ceiling
was concrete. So Jerry cut a hole large enough to fit a

digital camera and took pictures. When they looked at
the pictures, they were shocked – the images looked
like the bow of a boat that had been leaking water for
years. The engineer took one look at the pictures and
suggested the room be demolished. Great – now the
entire roof of the sunroom had to go. Remember the
film The Money Pit? Their families reminded them
many of times of that movie.
By this time they had no ceiling, no roof, and just
a tarp over their sunroom. Of course timing on these
things always seems to hit when it’s hurricane season
in Florida. When they met with the roofer, re-creating
the dome was not a problem because they would use
polyurethane (which is what is used to create the
caricatures you see at Disney). So they recreated the
dome on the outside of the house exactly to match the
original one. Since polyurethane is sprayed on, it then
had to be sanded to create the round dome form. The
opportunity to create a dome ceiling on the inside was
easy at that point.
Fast forward to 2008. This is where the story gets
interesting. For years,
MJ and Jerry thought
about what they would
paint on the dome’s
ceiling,
casually
throwing ideas out, but
nothing seemed to
resonate with them
both. This was solved
with collaboration by
MJ, Jerry and Neverne
Covington – a 20-year
business acquaintance,
friend, Old NE resident
and accomplished St.
Petersburg artist. And
it resulted in a truly
amazing work of art.
“Growing up in
Florida, I knew I wanted to keep it historical and in
line with the theme of Old Florida,” says MJ. Jerry,
although born in Hawaii, grew up in Miami and he
also loved the idea of something to do with Florida.
So Neverne proposed several ideas which were tossed
around. Then last year, she approached MJ with an
idea that would end up being the final creation.
Inspired by a collection of plates at the Renaissance
Vinoy Resort, Neverne recommended the Robinsons
go see the collection as it was in line with their desire
for a neighborhood community connection. The
fantasy of the mermaid with the old Florida tropical
theme immediately appealed to MJ and Jerry, so
Neverne drafted 20 sketches, simplifying the theme,
and the final depiction was chosen.
Now it was time to get down to business. “I knew
the colors needed to be kept subtle, due to the size of
the room. I also have a fear of heights so I was not quite
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sure how I was going to get on a ladder to paint the
mermaid,” says Neverne. Workers came in to plaster
the ceiling smooth so the painting could begin. With
the excitement of the dome painting in mind – and
after years of debating – MJ volunteered their house to
be on the annual December Old NE Candlelight Tour
of Homes, which gave a natural deadline (and more
than a little pressure) to get the work done. With the
ceiling smooth and the draft finalized, Neverne began
the preliminary foundation work with the help of
15-year-old local art student Emily Cox. “Working with
Emily reminded me of myself as an artist at 15, and it
was quite charming,” Neverne commented.
The project took three weeks to complete, and
despite her fear of heights, Neverne put the finishing
touches on the dome by adding the mermaid. “The
entire collaboration was such a fun project to work
on together,” says MJ. “I have no regrets, and doing
it with a friend made the experience so worthwhile.
I learned a lot about the painting process. It's one-of-a
kind!” Neverne was, of course, a perfect choice when
it comes to artists, with an impressive resume of
accomplishments that includes drawings, prints,
paintings and sculpture that explore childhood,
language, landscape, memory, and the Gothic South.
So, the mystery of the dome is solved – and MJ
got her mermaid! n
Neverne Covington has been exhibited at the Tampa Museum
of Art, Brevard Museum of Art, Florida State Capitol, Florida
Museum for Women Artists in DeLand, and various venues
throughout Florida. Among other local accomplishments, she
was commissioned to create a 20-foot mural for the new All
Children’s Hospital. She is the recipient of three Artist
Enhancement Grants from the Florida Division of Cultural
Affairs and an Artist Resource Grant from the Pinellas County
Arts Council development program. Neverne has maintained
her art studio here in St. Petersburg for 25 years.
A version of this article appears in the March issue of The
Historic Old Northeast Neighborhood newsletter.
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Across The Bridge…
Happenings on Snell Isle

R

ecently a home burglary in Snell
Estates was thwarted thanks in
part to the Snell Isles email alerts
program. Someone noticed an erratic
driving pattern from a beige Lexus
which had been identified by the alert,
and used his cellphone to take a
snapshot of the license tag. This was a
huge break because one of the men was
immediately arrested, admitting to the
break-in. The other man involved was
arrested soon afterward. It is proof that

2014 were President Scott Youngblood,
Vice President Doug Ellingsworth,
Secretary Erin Youngblood, and
Treasurer Damian Collum. Names of
three of the four directors presented
were Kathy Condon, Steve Nilsen and
Dot Admire. All voted in favor to
accept the slate as presented. Mike
Carroll was nominated as fourth
director, unanimously elected to fill
that position.
Before the meeting adjourned Scott
Youngblood presented outgoingpresident Warren Eisenhower with a
plaque and gavel of appreciation
for his having served on the
board for two years and as
president for two years. Warren
was also presented with a bound
book of the two years of issues of
The Panther which had been
published while he was president.

Letter From
the President
Phil Graham

the program works well when we are all
aware of what’s going on in the ’hood.
The only general meeting of the year
was held Thursday, January 16th. Phil
Graham’s presentation on the Downtown
Development of the Parks was most
interesting. Thanks to Mr. Graham and
Charlie Osterholt, Jr. who is secretary on
the board of the foundation which has
been established to accept monies for the
ongoing improvements and plantings in
these areas.
After Mr. Graham’s presentation,
the meeting was called to order by
President Warren Eisenhower, who
turned it over to Steve Nilsen, chairman
of the Nominating Committee.
Members presented for office for the

past, that gave us a foundation on
which to build. I personally want to say
thank you to them.
This leads me back to my original
question: what does SIPOA mean to
you? To me, it means knowing that
there is a group that is working to
upkeep and make our community a
more beautiful, safer, and all-around
enjoyable place to live. I have
thoroughly enjoyed giving the very
little time it takes to volunteer and be
involved with SIPOA. Although we
have several committees lead by various

What does the Snell Isle
Property Owners Association
(SIPOA) mean to you? What is
it that keeps this community Scott Youngblood and Warren Eisenhower
strong?
Over the last two years, I have had members of the board, we have no
the wonderful opportunity to find out. committee members! Please show us
It is the people behind SIPOA! It is what SIPOA means to you in one of
people like Warren, Dot, Kathy, Barbara three ways: 1) send in your annual dues;
(who will be very hard to replace), Erin, 2) contact us to volunteer to join a
Damian, Doug, Steve and Mike (our committee or help with any of our
newest director). These are the names projects; or 3) do both!
of only a handful of people who consisWe are in need of younger Snell Isle
tently give of themselves to make our residents to provide labor. Please
community a better place to live every consider either getting involved yourself
day. We cannot forget to mention Jim, or introduce your children to giving
Kay, Ursula and Patricia. These are the back to their community. I can tell you
names of those who have been and are that last year we had five young girls
currently intricately involved in help paint some of the statues. I later
SIPOA. There are so many others out talked to their parents and they told me
there who have also contributed in the how each of them were so very proud of
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themselves and how good it made them
feel. They said that each time they rode
by “their” statues they smile, because it
was they who volunteered to help make
Snell Isle a more beautiful place to live!
It is nice to hear that young people take
pride in their neighborhood. I hope to
see more of this in the very near future.
I hope that after reading this article,
each of you has the urge to send me an
email (scottyyoungblood1@gmail.com)
and let me know that you are ready to
join SIPOA and are ready to get involved!
Our new website launched on
January 2, 2014. It is at www.
enjoysnellisle.com. We need
input on how to make this
website a part of our community
outreach and bring a better sense
of unity to Snell Isle. We are in
need of computer-savvy people
who have an interest in keeping
our website populated and
current. Contact information is
a click away on the website.
Please go to the website and
make sure you sign-up for our
new “Snell Isle Alerts.” Send in
your thoughts about what type of
topics you would like to see. For
example: restaurant reviews, recipes,
upcoming events, births, engagements,
etc. It is your website, and it should be
built for you!
I also welcome suggestions as to what
you would like from SIPOA. Next
month, I hope to have a list of these
suggestions and ways to make a
difference for Snell Isle. n
These items were reported in the February edition
The Panther, the official newsletter to residents of
Snell Isle from the Snell Isle Property Owners Association. If you have information or comments that you
feel should appear here in the Northeast Journal about
Snell Isle happenings, please contact me at jlbwriter@
earthlink.net.
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GOODNESS InDEED

A “Visionlante”
Linda Dobbs

A 10-Year-Old With More Sense Than Some Adults

W

e’ve all heard of and know some adults who get so frustrated with the
way things are in town, they write letters to the editor, speak out at
public hearings, call or write their congressman, and even organize
committees because they believe the usual law-enforcement agencies are
ineffectual. They are watchful, alert, on their guard, vigilant – some are even
called vigilantes! But, a 10-year-old? A vigilante he’s not! There has to be another
word. There has to be a special word, even an award for this kid. Maybe he is a
“visionlante!”
It all started at school, or maybe at home, but it ended up with a letter to the
Northeast Journal with a special request. Jason Hollenberg is fourth-grade student
at Lakeview Fundamental Elementary School. For a school project called a
“vision board,” the teacher asked all the students to write an essay and then
make a presentation describing the three things that make up their own vision
for 2014. Each student would describe
personal goals, educational goals, and
community goals that are important
to him or her.
Jason and his family live on a
curve on a well-traveled street along
the water in the Old Northeast. It is
supposed to be a scenic drive for cars
and bikes and sidewalks for walkers
and joggers with a speed limit of 25
mph. The speed limit on the curve is
20 mph. The reality is very different:
speeding cars and impaired drivers
causing uprooted bushes, broken
light poles, bent fences, broken walls,
dented houses, submerged cars, many
near-misses, numerous crashes, and
even fatalities to walkers! Jason and
his family have heard and seen many
of these catastrophes, often while
playing out in their yard.
After Jason gathered his thoughts
and completed his essay, he knew the
one thing that really bothered him
was the thing he selected as his
community goal: doing something
about the speeding cars. He wants to
spread the word. Yelling “slow down”
to the cars hasn’t helped! He and his
mother frequently talked about how
worried they were and whether there
something he could do – thus, a letter
to the newspaper.
“I’m really getting nervous that a
car is going to crash into the fence in
our yard,” said Jason earnestly during

our interview. The entire family – mother, father, and three children – are all
concerned and aware of the accidents and even the fatalities and have witnessed
some of them. Jason asked his mother when he saw a recently-downed wall,
“Was that because the driver had been drinking?” He is very aware and savvy.
The noise of the speeding cars and the fear of one crashing through the fence
into the yard where small children are playing has spoiled this family’s outdoor
fun. Jason may be a brown belt in karate, but he is no vigilante. He has respect
for his elders and peers, gleaned from his favorite TV show Kickin It. He will
focus on being a “visionlante” and work toward slowing down cars, first with
this letter and then maybe letters to the mayor and city hall. Watch out speeders
and drunk drivers – Jason and friends are working to make you slow down. Spread
the word! n
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T H E H E A RT G A L L ERY
The mission of the Heart Gallery of Pinellas & Pasco is to provide an emotionally safe way to connect children with families through a traveling exhibit featuring the faces
and stories of local foster children ready for adoption. For more information, please visit the website at www.heartgallerykids.org.

EFFIE

L AW R E N C E

Loves to Sing
Age: 12
Effie is a young lady with a vibrant personality. She loves to sing and loves
to have her picture taken. Effie faces many obstacles due to medical conditions and needs a family who will love her and support her through those
challenges.
Favorite Games to Play: Anything on the iPad
Favorite Class at School: Music
Favorite TV Show:
Her favorite TV program is Sponge Bob.
Favorite Musical Instrument: Drums
Favorite Activity:
Her favorite thing to do is to record herself on her iPad and play it back. She
is able to laugh at herself. She is able to entertain herself.

Animal Whisperer
Age: 16
Favorite Foods: Pizza, corndogs and hamburgers
Leisure-time Activities: Lawrence enjoys watching movies and playing sports,
especially basketball and football. He plays in a basketball league at the Y.
When it comes to animals, Lawrence is a bit of an animal whisperer! Even
wild animals will come right up to him. Lawrence would like to have pet
dogs, and would even welcome a lizard as a pet!
Many of the Heart Gallery children have been placed with loving adoptive families
and many other children have been placed due to the adoption awareness that is spread
throughout the community through Heart Gallery events.

Lawrence is outgoing and energetic. He is currently in a GED program and
would like to pursue a career as an entrepreneur.
Lawrence would be happy to be in a family with – or without – other siblings.
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P EO P L E A N D P E TS

Mike Garner and Archie
12th Avenue NE

Judy Koch and Sandy
16th Avenue NE

Stuart and Weyman Cohen with Ruby and Rita
19th Avenue NE

Jerry Vandyke and Shira
Bay Street NE

Larry Sharer with Zoey and Benji
Fan Palm Court NE

Jeff Neustadt and Lucy
Monterey Point NE

Frank Lewis with Wally and Darby
15th Avenue NE

George and Tara Off with Hagen and Hilde
Brightwaters Blvd NE

Jeff and Ann Wolf with Tucker, Jackson, Obi and Ramse
14th Avenue NE

(submitted photo)

To Submit Photos to People and Pets:
Email your HIGH RES digital photo to susie2wong@gmail.com. Please include your name, address, phone number and pet’s name.
Photos by Susan Woods Alderson unless otherwise noted.
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WARHOL AT THE DALI Continued from page 1

long ago, and they asked me for suggestions for something to do. I told them
to go to the Dali Museum. They looked
at me kind of weird.
“A museum? This isn’t Paris. This
is Florida. You know, beautiful beaches,
tiki huts and fruity drinks.
“Just go.” I said. “You’ll love it.”
The next day they called me and
they couldn’t stop talking about it.
“Such talent. And if you move far away,
you see something totally different.
And the Lincoln. It’s unbelievable!”

Photograph by Christopher Makos of Andy
Warhol dressed as a woman, l982

of you that extends, unbuttressed, three
stories high and then some, looking
like a strand of DNA. Dali was intrigued
by DNA, and DNA molecules appeared
in several of his paintings, so it is only
right that the architecture of his
museum should reflect his interests.
Which brings me full circle back to
the Warhol exhibit at the Dali. I don’t
know about you, but I didn’t know a
whole lot about Andy Warhol before
going to this exhibit. I knew he was a
strange guy with funny hair who lived
in New York and hung out with celebrities. But that’s about it. And I knew
about the can of Campbell’s Tomato
Soup. My goodness, everybody knows
about the can of Campbell’s Tomato
Soup! That in itself is a remarkable feat:
making a painting of a can of soup an
iconic image throughout the world.
What else did I learn? This part is
kind of like when I tell people about
my latest book. I’m going to give you a
brief plot outline, but I’m not going to
tell you everything because I don’t
want to spoil it for you. And I want you
to buy the book.
So here goes. Starting out, you
wonder about his work as you might
wonder about Warhol himself. Is there
a there there? And if so, where? But
gradually, as you go through the exhibit,

A wax figure of Andy Warhol is seen on display at Madame Tussauds on December 6, 2013 in
New York City. JStone / Shutterstock.com

way, and to each of us in our own way.
That’s the essence of Warhol. It’s a can
of soup. What does it mean to you?
Warhol’s work with film is even
more intriguing. The
museum has set up a
great space to display
films simultaneously
on three walls. The
center wall contains
film of both the
famous and the not so
famous doing nothing.
That’s right, doing
nothing, or doing
anything they want
– for three full
Debbie Harry
minutes! You might
Little Electric Chair 1964 1965 with shadow of skull painting in reflection of glass

The Dali is now housed in its own
building downtown, a beautiful
structure as artistically unique as the
paintings it houses. The gardens are
beautiful. It even has its own labyrinth!
Inside, on the first floor, is a great gift
shop which you cannot escape visiting
(on the way in and on the way out),
and a coffee shop. You can sit in the
coffee shop, have a latte or a cappuccino,
and marvel at the “the enigma” behind
you, an enormous glass bubble with
over a thousand triangular pieces of
glass, or the concrete stairway in front

you get it. Warhol was a provocateur
and a trailblazer, a man ahead of his
time in many respects. What he did
with photography and color and the art
of silkscreening on canvas had never
been done before. Silkscreen T-shirts
are literally a tribute to Warhol. You
may not get the can of soup right away,
but you will get the electric chair sitting
in the middle of a large room by itself
in a red, rustic haze, straps hanging
loose, a sign saying SILENCE haphazardly hanging in the right hand corner
of the room. It will speak to you in some

think three minutes is not a long time,
but it feels like a lifetime when the
camera is on you. And the camera is
so revealing in this context. It’s just
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Hank Hine Director of Dali gave a tour for the press.
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you and the camera. No scripted lines, no plot, no sound at all. Whatever emotion
you show – voluntarily or involuntarily – is either up to you, or simply you being
you. And you can experience this for yourself, not just by watching, but by doing.
The museum has set up a camera and a stool for you to sit on, and you can be
filmed just like Warhol would have filmed you. And you can keep this film for
posterity. I hope I’m not telling too much, but I don’t think so. This part of the
exhibit has to be experienced.
Oh yes, the other two walls... to the left is what I call the kissing wall. Let me
set this up for you: In movies we often see two characters we care about – characters
we have followed throughout the story – passionately embrace and give each other
The Big Kiss. We love it! We get it! Warhol simply removed the context by
removing the story. What you see is simply people kissing. You don’t know them.
You don’t know why they are kissing. They are simply kissing... and kissing... and
kissing. Watching is a totally different experience from what you normally see.
And it’s fascinating!
To the right is the sleeping wall. Warhol filmed people sleeping. Sometimes
the camera is just on their belly button as it moves up and down. Or on their face
as they lay in peaceful repose. It’s interesting to watch, for a brief period of time
at least.
So what is the connection between Warhol and Dali? The most obvious is that
both men were flamboyant, definitely outside the mainstream, and both sought
the spotlight of media attention. They were both literally a “piece of work” unto
themselves. Warhol with his wild white hair, and Dali with his provocative
handlebar mustache. Warhol was a much better media manipulator, however. He
hung around with celebrities, photographed celebrities, and photographed himself
with celebrities. That combination, along with his avant garde art, brought him
celebrity. Dali was also was part of the celebrity world, but although Dali’s art is
unique and phenomenal, it was never part of the mainstream like Warhol’s. The
messages in Dali’s paintings are a little more obscure. You have to do a little
searching for those gems.
And here is the kicker: The two men knew each other. There are some photos
in the exhibit of Warhol and Dali together, the two of them preening for the
camera. They were quite a pair.
So go, enjoy, and give thanks that we have such treasures in the ’Burg! n
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AR O U N D TH E B L O CK
Shore Acres Elementary School Carnival

J

oin Shore Acres Elementary School as they host their annual Carnival on
Saturday, March 8th. This event, now in its fifth year on this scale, has
become a community event and a fundraiser for the school. The event is
open to the public 10am-2pm. All-activity wristbands sell for $15. Individual
tickets sell for $1. Enjoy games, bounce houses, food, dunk tank, D.J., Doodle
Doos, auction, giveaways, and free balloon animals. Fun for all! Parents and
children 2 and under get in free. Make it an annual outing for friends and
family. Shore Acres Elementary School is located at 1800 62nd Avenue NE
in St. Pete.

Urban Land Institute
Spotlights
St. Petersburg and the
Southeast

The latest edition of Urban Land
Institute’s (ULI) monthly publication,
Urban Land, spotlights the Southeast
states of Florida, Georgia, and the
Carolinas. The special feature focuses
on the heightened development
activity transpiring in specific
community real estate markets.
St. Petersburg is featured as a robust
market having emerged from the
recession “with a bang of activity” and
includes such commentary and photo
highlights as:
• The Vinoy Renaissance St. Petersburg Resort & Golf Club, listed as a
historic place on the National Register and is the cover image, displaying
its beautiful Mediterranean revival architecture style
• The Salvador Dali Museum, as the newest museum to open on the city’s
Arts & Culture scene which features key works from all stages of the renown
artist
• The bustling of Beach Drive, that offers plentiful dining, entertainment,
and arts options amidst the City’s central business district with flagship and
unique bed-and-breakfast lodging accommodations
• The St. Petersburg Ocean Team (SPOT), a premier consortium of marine
science, oceanographic, and environmental research agencies and institutions in the Southeast, and is an economic driver and a source of innovation
for the city
• The affiliation of All Children’s Hospital with Johns Hopkins Medicine,
which leads the city’s medical technologies and life sciences business cluster
and is one of its largest employer
St. Petersburg is distinctive from the rest of the Southeast, with a current
effort to develop its first Downtown Waterfront Master Plan, as mandated by
the City Charter. In late 2013, ULI was commissioned to assist the City in
devising a master plan for the city’s downtown waterfront park system that
spans sixteen parks.
ULI met with community stakeholders, including downtown residents,
neighborhood associations, downtown businesses and corporations, and
downtown institutions, such as USF St. Petersburg, the city’s arts organizations
and sports leaders, through its planning and final reporting phases.
As of this February, ULI had just released its final report, which can be
found at www.uli.org/advisory-service-panels/st-petersburg-fl-advisoryservices-panel.
For more information about the Downtown Waterfront Master Plan, visit
the City’s site page at www.stpete.org/downtown_waterfront_master_plan.
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Contact Susan at
727. 259.3149 or
northeastjournal@gmail.com
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EYES OF AN ARTIST Continued from page 1

without loss of enthusiasm.” She takes
what some may consider failure and
turns it into a positive optimistic moment
to propel her forward. The view of
looking at an obstacle with patience and
not giving up is another thing to take
from the eyes of an artist.
The vibrant colors, eminent texture,
bold flower petal outlines, and a soft
blending between the various plants
makes looking at her painting Florida
Flowers so enjoyable. This piece is full
of color, energy, and detail. Stand back
and with ease your eyes sway between
different flowers and color. Stand close
and you get lost in the detail. Every time
you return, you feel as if you see
something different.
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When asked what she wants people
to see when they look at her paintings,
Jenny stated, “I would like them to
discover something new each time they
look; I don’t want my paintings
screaming out at them, but more a
journey of discovery by looking
carefully and longer. It may be different
each time you pass it or and in different
lights, too.” Through the eyes of the
artist, you look more carefully, take
time to enjoy the moment, and find
new beauty every time.
Jenny Bleackley has a home in the
Old Northeast. She has called the
United Kingdom her home her entire
life, but fell in love with unique charm
this town has to offer. Out of fear that
she would not make a living, Jenny’s
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Butterflies Blue II

parents restricted her from painting
during the ’60s era of sex, drugs and rock
n’ roll. Taking a job as a secretary, later
a massage therapist, marrying and
having children, Jenny continued on
with her life, which until about ten
years ago did not involve painting. One
day, Jenny decided to pick up the paintbrush and teach herself a skill – a skill
she had always desired to do. Mostly
self-taught, she began her artistic
journey. The journey has been a road of
self-discovery.
Ask Jenny “how do you know when
your work is done?” and she replies, “It
starts in the heart, but you need the
head to confirm it.” If we go about life
as if we go about making our own works
of art, think of the beauty we can create.
Life doesn’t throw us what we expect or
plan. We are handed situations we have
to learn to work with. You follow your
heart and with persistence, dedication,
and passion your mind will know you
are ready for what’s to come. When
developing your masterpiece of life take
each step and view it through the eyes
of an artist. Look with an acute sense
to every moment, finding beauty in the
small things. Look at obstacles with

A D V E RT I S E i n t h e
N O RT H E A S T J O U R N A L
Contact Susan at 727. 259.3149 or
northeastjournal@gmail.com

Pink Lilly Abstract

Bolnore in the Snow

patience and adjust. Look at struggles
with passion and determination to
never give up. Through the eyes of an
artist you may not end up with
something you first envisioned, you
may end up with something more
beautiful than imagined. n
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HISTORY Continued from page 1

Sultan of Swat, was known for his
hitting brilliance, setting career records
in his time for home runs, slugging,
RBIs, and bases on balls. He helped the
Yankees win seven pennants and four
World Series titles. Ruth, who batted
left, was the first player to hit 60 home
runs in one season (1927). This mark
was not surpassed until another Yankee
right fielder, Roger Maris, hit 61 in
1961. (Maris had the advantage of a
season with 10 more games and 50
more at-bats.) Ruth was a great pitcher
as well as slugger, and some of his
pitching records still hold to this day.
2014 is also the “100th Year of Babe in
Baseball.” Babe first played Major
League baseball with the Boston Red
Sox in 1914.
In 1919, Ruth was a member of the
Boston Red Sox when they held spring
training in Tampa. Ruth may have
made his first excursion to St. Pete at
that time, but no record of that has
been found. During the 1919 spring
training season, while playing against
the New York Giants in Tampa, Ruth
hit a home run. For years this was
considered Ruth’s longest home run

Ruth, who batted left, was the first player to
hit 60 home runs in one season (1927).
Courtesy of Julia Ruth Stevens.

and was probably longer than any other
hit by a player during Ruth’s time. The
feat is commemorated on a plaque near
Tampa’s Plant Field at the University
of Tampa. Baseball historian Bill
Jenkinson believes Ruth’s hit traveled
552 feet in the air. While the home run’s

Ruth hit an amazing 624-foot home run from old Waterfront Park Stadium to the West Coast Inn at the southwest corner of 1st Street and
3rd Avenue, near today’s Hilton Hotel. This photo depicts the distance. Waterfront Park Stadium’s home plate is near the center of Al Lang
parking lot. Photo is of the first Al Lang Stadium, image 1950. Courtesy of St. Petersburg Museum of History.

exact distance may be debatable, it was
definitely impressive. Giant’s manager
John McGraw stated at the time, “I
believe it’s the longest hit I ever saw.”
Coincidentally, St. Petersburg mayor
Al Lang was in Tampa to lobby the
Giants to relocate to St. Petersburg for
future spring trainings when Ruth hit
his impressive homer. This inspired the
mayor to push to get Ruth and the
Yankees, rather than the Giants, to
come to St. Pete.
For many years now, there has been
speculation that Ruth hit an even
longer homer in St. Pete from Waterfront Park, which was a little north of
today’s Al Lang Stadium, to the old
West Coast Inn, approximately on the
site of today’s Hilton Hotel. However
documentation for this was lacking.
Recent research has better confirmed
this claim. Ruth appears to have hit a
ball to the West Coast Inn during
batting practice in 1925. But the
question is did he do this in an
exhibition Major League game?
Historian Bill Jenkinson has identified

Babe Ruth loved St. Pete and would habitually arrive in St. Pete two months early to
enjoy the warm weather and especially the
golf. Cartoon by Willard Muffin, 1935.

15 home runs hit by Ruth over the
course of his career during Major League
exhibition games at Waterfront Park,
and he identifies only seven of these as
having any chance of landing near the
West Coast Inn. An actual recorded

reference to the West Coast Inn has
been found in only two of these games,
one in 1933 and one in 1934. The 1933
home run was reported as “bounding
almost to the West Coast Inn.” But the
best candidate for Ruth’s recordbreaking hit occurred in 1934.
In 1934, Ruth was coming to the
end of his career. That year was his last
with the Yankees. His salary was down
from a high of $80,000 in 1930 to
$35,000. He still could bat and hit
home runs with exceptional frequency,
but his running and fielding had badly
deteriorated. He would continue in
baseball one additional year as a
member of the Boston Braves. His last
year with the Yankees did not start out
well. Prior to annual spring training in
St. Pete, he came down with the flu
and lost 16 pounds. He usually arrived
in St. Pete in January to enjoy the warm
weather and recreation prior to
beginning training in March. But
because of the flu, he had to delay his
departure and also his annual birthday
party at the Jungle County Club Hotel
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on Park Street, now the Admiral Farragut Academy. Celebrating his 40th birthday
in New York, he received a mammoth golf bag from his wife Claire and his
daughters Julia and Dorothy. He finally reached St. Pete on February 9th, and
fifteen minutes after arriving at the Jungle Hotel was on the links. A day later he
hit a massive 250-yard drive with an iron (not a driver) followed by a second
220-yard shot, and scores the first-ever double eagle at the Jungle Club’s 17th
hole. Ruth said he played golf to keep his weight down, as well as for enjoyment.
“I am depending on golf to help me regain my top-notch physical condition.” At
a delayed birthday party given to him by City publicity agent John Lodwick, Ruth
said, “They have been saying that this would be my last year as an active player
in the big leagues, but I’m not certain about that. Since I came south, I have been
feeling fine and my legs feel strong. Whether I play after this year depends on the
success I have this season.”
Once spring training started, Ruth made some changes in his routine. He used
a 38-ounce bat – lighter than usual. He changed his grip a little, maybe a cue from
golf. He was feeling better, fully recovered from the flu. And it began to show.
The Yankees were practicing at Miller Huggins Field at Crescent Lake. “Babe
Fools Experts by Fast Start,” reads the subtitle of an article in the St. Petersburg
Evening Independent by Jeff Moshier. “Ruth is up to his old tricks – hitting home
runs at a record-breaking clip, and confounding not only the experts but probably
himself...Today, at 40, the Babe admits himself that he is all but through. He hopes
to play in 100 games for the Yankees this season but finally agrees with the boys
that his days as a player are numbered... In the face of all this, Ruth is enjoying
probably the greatest spring of his 20-year career in the majors. He has cracked
out six home runs in seven games, driving in 16 runs and scored 10. His batting
average is .390, a mark he hasn’t scored since 1923.”
Ruth himself at first attributes his energetic spring start to a new type of ball.
A 1934 New York Times article quoted Ruth saying, “Boy, when you hit that new
ball we’re going to play with this year, it sure does take a ride. I’ve just been hitting
them high and far, like no other ball I’ve ever swung at. You certainly can send it
on a long journey.” The article goes on to say that “the Bambino was referring to
some terrific drives which cracked off his bat, mostly to the far right field, among
the pines fringing Crescent Lake.” But as it turns out, there was really not a new
ball. The Yankees were in the American League, and the National League adopted
the American League ball that Ruth had been playing with all along in 1934. There
were only slight differences between the two balls anyway. A major change in ball
composition had not been made since 1931. This change resulted in an average
reduction in scores and home runs per game, and logically shorter home runs.
Moshier continued to write, “Usually Ruth starts slowly in the spring and has
found it difficult to find the right field range with any degree of consistency in
the exhibition games... His home runs at Waterfront Park in the ten years of
training here can be counted on two hands. The Babe’s start this spring is great
encouragement for the Yankees, whose pennant hopes may rest on his aging
shoulders. If he is able to play 100 games and push his batting average well above
the .300 mark, with 30 or more home runs tossed in for good measure, the Yankees
will make it hot for the rest of the league and may confound the experts by battling
right down to the wire for the pennant. Always a great showman and the one to
do the unexpected, Ruth evidently is intent on closing out his major league career
in a blaze of glory if his showing this spring is an indication of what to expect from
him this summer.”
Ruth finished the spring season with a .429 batting average with hits hard and
long. He led the team in runs batted in (RBIs). The Yankees indeed did “make it
hot” for the rest of the league in the regular season finishing in second place, but
seven games back of the Tigers. While Ruth’s batting average dropped to .288, he
hit 22 home runs, second behind fellow teammate Lou Gehrig with 49. (Gehrig
received the Triple Crown for leading the league in batting average, home runs,
and runs batted in.)
Continued on page 34
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On March 17, 1934, the Times
reported Ruth “hit a whistling line
drive over the canvas screen in the right
field for the first homer of the season...
The King, who is playing spring baseball
with a much more serious mein [sic]
than in other years, appeared determined to smack one of [pitcher] Bob
Smith’s offerings out of the park...”
While this was described as “one of
Ruth’s hardest hit spring homers” there
was no mention of the West Coast Inn.
But two days later, on March 25,
1934, that Ruth appeared to hit his
long-neglected record-breaking home
run at Waterfront Park. The best
account of the event found to date
comes from the Boston Herald and was
written by Burt Whitman under the
partial headline “Ruth Lashes Out 6th
Circuit Clout.” It was an exhibition
game between the Yankees and the
Boston Braves. The weather was hot
– ninety degrees in the shade. Ruth’s
first threat was in the third inning when
he hit one of his famous high altitude
balls. “The Bambino lashed a pitch off
Huck Betts so high into the air that
you’d excuse the Rabbit [the Boston
shortstop’s nick name, also called the
“Springfield kid”] for getting a stiff neck
and missing the catch. For him, to
scamper backwards, head up and
straight back and then catch this
towering drive was a miracle, when you
recall the way he catches them at his
belt line. You’d hardly be surprised to
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the fifth when he hit one of his longest
home runs over the right field fence.”
Beyond these accounts the details get
fuzzy. Some old timers are quoted in the
press years later as seeing a ball bounce
on the front porch of the hotel. One
said it was the second balcony of the
hotel. “[Ruth] once hit a ball onto the
second balcony of the West Coast Inn.
Must have traveled 500 feet. Man, how
it shook up the people sitting on the
porch.” Unfortunately, none of these
recollections can be tied to a specific
game date.
The “500 feet” recollection would
have been an understatement. While

The West Coast Inn was built in 1913 and demolished in 1967 to make way for the Bay Plaza
Development. The hotel was located at the Southwest corner of 1St St. and 3rd Avenue
South near today’s Hilton. It was considered a Health Spa because of its location near St.
Pete’s Fountain of Youth. The Boston Braves stayed there in 1934, image circa 1925.
Courtesy of St. Petersburg Museum of History.

The St. Petersburg Museum of History boasts this signed Babe Ruth baseball as a part of its
new “Little Cooper’s Town Exhibit.” Ruth signed baseballs sell anywhere from $5,000 to
$46,000 depending upon condition.

see the force of that falling ball, like a
meteor, bury the Springfield kid several
yards in the Florida sand.”
But Ruth was back again in the fifth
inning. Whitman continued, “The
crowd of 1200 got the customary home
run treat from Babe Ruth. He socked a
Betts pitch 10,000 leagues to right
field... far over the canvas and almost
into the West Coast Inn [SW corner of
3rd Ave. and 1st St.], where the Braves
live between games. It was George’s
sixth of the season.” St. Pete Times
sports writer Pete Norris recorded under
the headline “Ruth’s Blast Over Right
Field Fence Gives Sunday Crowd a
Thrill,” “Babe Ruth tied the score in

now believed to be perhaps the longest
hit ever off Major League pitching.
Reid, an engineer, estimates the actual
distance in the air as no less than 610
feet. Bill Jenkinson, author of Baseball’s
Ultimate Power: Ranking the All-Time
Great Distance Home Run Hitters (2010)
in a recent communication states “Babe
Ruth’s ‘West Coast Inn Home Run’ on
March 25, 1934 likely ranks as the
longest drive ever hit against Major
League pitching. It flew far beyond 500
feet, and may have reached the
forbidden distance of 600 feet. For
many years, I have steadfastly believed
that no human being could hit a

it is debatable whether the ball hit short
of the hotel and then rolled to it, took
a bounce in front of the hotel up to the
balcony, or actually hit a balcony
directly, it has been established that the
ball traveled a measured 624 feet plus
some inches. The distance was surveyed
and verified by the George F. Young
Company in 2008, measuring from the
old home plate location at Waterfront
Park to the closest part of the now
demolished West Coast Inn. Many
previous home run records in Major
League Baseball recently have been
reassessed. According to Tim Reid of
the Committee to Commemorate Babe
Ruth, the West Coast Inn home run is

baseball 600 feet, but, based upon new
research on this blow, I admit I was
probably mistaken.”
No record has been found of Ruth
himself commenting on the homer at
the time it was hit. But when Ruth was
sick with oral cancer and making a last
hurrah tour in 1948, he returned to the
site of St. Pete’s downtown Waterfront
Park Stadium. Asked what his greatest
accomplishment there was, he replied
“The day I hit the...ball against that…
hotel!” He did not say “near” the hotel
but “against” the hotel. In 1935, Ruth
joined the Boston Braves. Maybe at
least a part of the decision-making that
went into bringing Ruth on at the age
of 41, aside from his world-famous
reputation, was the West Coast Inn
homer.
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According to Bill Jenkinson, a
discussion of Babe Ruth’s home runs
“defies rational analysis.” “Not only did
he set distance records in every major
league ballpark (including National
League stadiums where he played only
infrequently), he also set similar
standards in hundreds of other fields,
where he made exhibition and
barnstorming appearances. Amazingly,
many of those records remain
unequaled, which is to say that Ruth is
a true athletic anachronism. In virtually
every other field of endeavor in which
physical performance can be measured,
there are no Ruthian equivalents. In
1921 alone, which was Ruth’s best tape
measure season, he hit at least one
500-foot home run in all eight American
League cities.”
St. Pete Independent journalist Jeff
Moshier also was impressed with Ruth’s
West Coast Inn homer. He wrote,
“Yesterday, as the Yanks went down in
their first defeat of the training season
before the Boston Braves, he [Ruth] hit
a towering drive that cleared the right
field barrier well into fair territory with
plenty of room to spare.” Then Moshier
went on to comment as an aside, but
“his home run smashes over the flag
pole on the center field fence about
eight or nine years ago has never been
approached…” Material for yet another
Ruth story! n
Note: Great appreciation to Tim Reid of the St.
Petersburg Committee to Commemorate Babe
Ruth for his help with this article.

Sources: Boston Globe (Various); Brooklyn
Daily Eagle (Various); Eugene RegisterGuard (various); Evening Independent
(various); Charles Fountain, Under the
March Sun: The Story of Spring Training
(2009); Harfort Courant (Various); William
J. Jenkinson, “Long Distance Home Runs,”
Baseball Almanac (1986) and Baseball’s
Ultimate Power: Ranking the All-Time
Great Distance Home Run Hitters (2010);
Kevin M. McCarthy, Babe Ruth in Florida
(2002);); New York Times (Various); St.
Petersburg Times (various); The Boston
Herald (various); The Sporting News
(various); Will Michaels, The Making of St.
Petersburg (2012); and Sarasota Journal
(various).
Will Michaels has served executive director and
trustee of the St. Petersburg Museum of History,
vice president of the Carter G. Woodson
Museum of African American History,
president of St. Petersburg Preservation, and
co-chair of the Tony Jannus Distinguished
Aviation Society. He is the author of The
Making of St. Petersburg. He may be reached
at 727-420-9195.
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M E ET Y O U R NE IG H B O R

Deann
Coop

Warren
Eisenhower

Leilani
Richardson

18th Avenue NE

Eden Isle Blvd NE

Eden Isle Blvd NE

What is your favorite animal?

What is your favorite animal?

A dog for a pet, a dolphin for a sighting!

Parrot

What was your favorite book/TV show as a child?

What was your favorite
book/TV show as a child?

Charlotte’s Web and Bewitched
What do you like about living in the Northeast area
of St. Pete? I love being so close to the Beach

Dick Wittington’s Cat

What do you like about living
in the Northeast area of St. Pete?

What is your favorite animal? Shih Tzu dogs
What was your favorite book/TV show as a child?

Judy Blume books and Dukes of Hazard, Donny &
Marie, American Bandstand, Charlie’s Angels
(now, I’m dating myself!)

Quiet, well maintained

What do you like about living in the Northeast area
of St. Pete? The beautiful waterfront that surrounds

In a movie about your life,
which actor should play you?

St. Pete, restaurants, cultural arts, downtown vibe
and the people!

In a movie about your life,
which actor should play you? Sally Field

Who is your favorite author?

In a movie about your life,
which actor should play you? Julia Roberts

Who is your favorite author? Elin Hilderbrand

If you could be anyone in the world,
who would it be?

Drive shops and restaurants, our waterfront parks,
and feeling like I live in a small town within our
larger city.

If you could be anyone in the world,
who would it be? Me!
What is your favorite commercial?

The AT&T “It’s not complicated” commercials
If you were a teacher, what would you teach?

Home-Ec 101
What is guaranteed to make you angry/happy?

Inconsiderate and selfish people make me angry.
An appointment at a spa will always make me happy.
What kind of music do you like?

Pop, rock-n-roll, reggae
Are you a listener or a talker? I’m a talker, but I try

to make a conscious effort to listen.
What do you miss most about your childhood?

Family gatherings at my grandparents’ house for
every holiday and birthday
What is your passion? Creating a happy

environment for my husband and 3 sons
Where was the best meal you ever ate?

Lon Chaney

Fyodor Dostoyevsky

Winston Churchill

What is your favorite commercial?

Who is your favorite author? James Patterson
If you could be anyone in the world,
who would it be? Myself... I wouldn’t change

Hate commercials

anything about my life. I am truly blessed!

If you were a teacher,
what would you teach?

What is your favorite commercial?

You don’t want me teaching!

What is guaranteed to
make you angry/happy?

Repect

What kind of music do you like?

So many...probably the Old Spice commercial with
the Asian lady chanting a song about her son
coming out of the bowling ball track!
If you were a teacher, what would you teach?

English/Language Arts

Jazz/Classical

What is guaranteed to make you angry/happy?

Are you a listener or a talker?

Angry: When my kids don’t listen to me and I
have to repeat myself over and over. Happy: my
husband and my children.... nothing like family!

I try to be a listener

What do you miss most
about your childhood?

Not much

What is your passion?

What kind of music do you like?

Top 40, country, ’80s, classic rock

Boating

Are a listener or a talker?

The Inn at little Washington, VA

Where was the best meal you ever ate?

BOTH...although you do have two ears and one
mouth, so I guess I should listen more than I speak!

What is your favorite part of the day?

What do you miss most about your childhood?

Mornings

Freedom of no cares in the world

What is the best reward
anyone can give you?

What is your passion?

Respect

My family, my kids, and I love to cook!

What is the best reward anyone can give you?

If you could choose a dream occupation,
what would it be?

Managing large sums of my money

Anything at Park Shore Grill and Bella Brava

A sincere compliment about my children

Name one thing you
couldn’t go a day without.

Sunsets.... God paints a portrait for us every night!

Charlston, SC
What is your favorite part of the day?

Morning

If you could chose a dream occupation,
what would it be? A professional baker
Name one thing you couldn’t go a day without.

A glass of milk

What is the best present
you ever gave/received?

Memories of my mom

Respect

What is the best present you ever gave/received?

What is the oldest piece of clothing
you still wear?

The best gift I ever received was my
engagement ring.

My dark blue cashmere sport coat

Where was the best meal you ever ate?
What is your favorite part of the day?
What is the best reward anyone can give you?

My husband and my two sons
If you could chose a dream occupation, what would
it be? CEO of a marketing firm or fashion designer.
Name on thing you couldn’t go a day without?

Family

What is the oldest piece of clothing you still wear?

What is the best present you ever gave/received?

A nightshirt that my friends gave me at a baby
shower for my 12-year-old son that says “Mom
Needs Sleep”

What is the oldest piece of clothing you still wear?

Gave and Received: A family trip to Hawaii
My favorite lounge wear
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St. Pete is “Discovered”
Who Knew? You Did.

all it the “Battle of the Lists.” You know... those
lists various organizations devise ranking cities
and places as the “best” or the “worst?” In
recent years, St. Petersburg has been called:
• One of the “10 Worst Cities in America for Food
Lovers” (Movoto Real Estate blog)
• 11th on the “vanity” scale (Men’s Health magazine)
• Nation’s “Saddest City” (Men’s Health magazine)
• Part of the “Most Stressful US Metro Area” (CNBC)
• “Worst Dressed” (along with Tampa in a national
survey of online users in top 20 media markets)

and Britain’s The Independent (“St. Petersburg, Florida:
Miami Has a Rival for the Finer Things,” January 11)
to underscore what has brought this about. Back in
2008, the owners of Kahwa Coffee (downtown
locations on 2nd Street N, 2nd Avenue S, and
Bayfront Medical Center) are quoted as saying they
saw our city as “wide open” as a new travel destination.
Says Raphael Perrier, “To see the change in the whole
area, the whole downtown like that, it was really fast.
I think that it’s going to be pretty amazing in the next
10 years. We’re far from being done.” There is a “sense
of pride,” he believes, that locals have about their city.
Boatwright’s article states that in the next year,

other parts of coastal Florida before deciding St. Pete
was where he wanted to live. “There’s a vibrancy going
on in St. Pete,” he said. “It seems like there’s something
going on every month, whether it be a concert, a
festival, the Grand Prix, volleyball.”
The New York Times has just selected St. Petersburg
as one of 52 places in the world – the world! – one
should visit in 2014. The ’burg placed 49th on the
go-to list as being notable for “a redeveloped waterfront, a stunning Dali Museum, and sophisticated
restaurants in place… [where] the downtown energy
is now heading up historic Central Avenue, thanks
in part to the craft beer scene.” St. Pete was one of

Those were some of the “bad” and “ugly.” Is there
any “good?”
• One of the Seven Most Beautiful and Underrated
Places in the US (EscapeHere online travel site)
• One of the Top 100 Communities for Young People
(America’s Promise Alliance and the ING
Foundation)
• Top Arts Destination/Mid-sized Cities (American
Style magazine)
• One of Top 44 Urban Places for Art (ArtPlace, a
coalition of national and regional Federal and
private entities promoting arts and cultural
institutions)
That’s more like it. Very recently there’s been a
collective “aha” moment as St. Petersburg has been
“discovered” – and in a good way – and the news
shared in media reports.
The headline in a January 19 Tampa Tribune article
by Josh Boatwright was sure to grab a reader’s attention:
“St. Pete Gaining Global Fame as Hip Destination.”
The piece cites recent articles in the New York Times

1,100 new apartment units will be completed in the
downtown area, which is almost half the nearly 3,000
which have been created since 2000. The influx of
younger professionals and entrepreneurs adding to the
retiree population is credited with enlivening the
restaurant and street scene. A lot of credit goes to the
many locally-owned small businesses and offerings –
including the Saturday Morning Market and the craft
beer scene (four up-and-running in the city so far) –
which make for a distinctive experience. “We are just
reflective of what’s happened in the country where
people want to be in a livable downtown,” St.
Petersburg Area Chamber of Commerce president
Chris Steinocher is quoted as saying.
Evidence is cited of St. Pete catching the attention
of media personalities, including a televised cooking
show last winter by celebrity chef and cookbook
author Emeril Lagasse spotlighting the city, and travel
journalist Peter Greenberg’s The Travel Detective PBS
show last summer filmed at The Dali. Roger Dow,
president of the U.S. Travel Association, checked out

only nine US cities to make the grade.
Money magazine touts St. Pete as one of the ten
Best Places to Retire in the country. In addition to a
moderate median age and home value, modest typical
home price, and a relatively pleasant temperature
range, St. Pete was selected because:
“The sunshine City holds the Guinness World
record for logging the most consecutive days of
sunshine – a stretch lasting 768 days that began in
1967. And beaches, beaches, beaches in the area.
Swim in the Gulf of Mexico in the dead of winter
(well, tourists do anyway). While the city has always
been a hot spot for retirees, it also draws younger
people and families who keep the area vibrant and
packed with things to do. There is a festival in the
region almost every weekend, and restaurants, art
galleries and craft breweries are exploding downtown.”
And the article goes on to list other magnets (and,
oh yes, “proximity to Tampa”). The only other “warm
weather” city Money considered was Fort Lauderdale.
All this is probably not news to most of us. St. Pete

C

Rick Carson
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has museums to appeal to a wide array of tastes and
interests: the Dali, Museum of Fine Arts, Museum of
History, Florida Holocaust Museum, Chihuly
Collection, Great Explorations Children’s Museum
and, coming soon, the Museum of American Arts and
Crafts Movement. We (and in conjunction with the
county) have an extensive, multipurpose waterfront
as part of a park, athletic, and fitness trail system that
is the envy of even larger metro areas. There’s Boyd
Hill Nature Preserve, Weedon Island Preserve, and
nearby Fort DeSoto Park – a onetime “#1 Best Beach
in the US.” Horticulturalists have Sunken Gardens
and a soon-to-be-expanded palm arboretum with the
addition of a coveted palm and cycad collection. And
what about the Renaissance Vinoy Resort as a local
treasure to... well, treasure?
We boast a Fresh Market, a newly-expanded
Rollin’ Oats, and a Trader Joe’s on the way; a gay pride
parade and festival that is the largest in the southeast
US; and a Saturday Morning Market that is the largest
one-day-a-week fresh market in the southeast US.
Restaurants? Who can keep track of them along
Beach Drive, with now even more extending up
Central Avenue, along with its diversity of boutiques,
galleries, and shops into the Grand Central district.
There’s a thriving arts community – think music,
dance, opera, theater, painting, sculpture, ceramics,
crafts, glass. Monthly gallery “hops” and so much is
showcased at the annual Mainsail Arts Festival.
Venues like the Mahaffey, Palladium, American
Stage (and American Stage in the Park), Studio@620,
the St. Petersburg City Theater, Jannus Live, and
FreeFall Theatre host every manner of live
performance.
We can take advantage of lectures at community
assets like USF/St. Pete, Eckerd College, and St.
Petersburg College, as well as the museums and the
Poynter Institute for Media Studies with the Tampa
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Bay Times annual Festival of Reading... another
not-to-be-missed opportunity. Add to these events
and programs offered by volunteer groups, organizations, houses of worship, and the like – fairs and street
festivals, St. Pete Shuffle, Circus McGurkis.
There are sports offerings and shows at The Trop.
You never know what might be going on at the
Coliseum to pique your interest. And music in Vinoy
Park goes from symphonic to punk. (Hey, why isn’t
Al Lang Stadium used for outdoor concerts?) Can’t

Photos courtesy of the city of St. Petersburg

forget the Firestone (formerly Honda) Grand Prix
through the streets of downtown, plus St. Anthony’s
Triathlon, and numerous marathons and benefit walks
and runs. Less strenuous historic walking and Segway
tours and horse-drawn carriage rides through the
downtown and surrounding neighborhoods are
available. And how about the free firework displays
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on First Night/New Year’s Eve, 4th of July, Florida
Orchestra in the Park concert and – if we’re lucky –
other celebratory occasions that might catch us off
guard? We shouldn’t overlook touring interesting,
distinctive neighborhoods including well-kept-secret
gems like Roser Park and Driftwood.
Okay, no, we’re not “perfekt.” When it comes to
The Pier, we’re having an identity crisis that’s complicating a decision on the next step for what has been
an iconic image of the city and waterfront. Tyrone
Mall will never be confused with Tampa’s International Plaza. We’re holding our collective breath to
see how the Sundial (a.k.a., Shops at St. Pete) emerges
from the debacle that BayWalk had become, and 4th
Street slowly progresses as a shopping destination. As
a community, Midtown remains challenging. Then
there’s the will-they-won’t-they-if-they drama
involving the Rays.
But all-in-all it’s not bad for a place that only a
few short years ago was trying to live down its “green
bench” reputation while serving as a comedian’s sure
bet laugh line as “God’s waiting room.” Now that we
have seemingly “arrived” at this new, vaunted status
as “the place to be,” we’ve got a reputation to uphold
and enhance. But is there a danger in becoming too
“in”? Can we do all this – and more – and remain an
affordable place to live for all who want to be a part
of this evolving St. Pete? Stay tuned.
A version of the article appears in the March 2014 issue of the
newsletter of The Historic Old Northeast Neighborhood
Association.
Note: The article “Confessions of a Home Tour Homeowner,”
which appeared in the January/February 2014 issue, contained
photo captions which misidentified article writer and homeowner
Peter Motzenbecker. We regret the error.
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A R O UN D T HE BL OC K
A Landmark Worthy of
“The Sunshine City”

T

he Edwards Group announced that
downtown St. Petersburg’s newest retail,
dining, and entertainment center will be
called the Sundial. The name honors St.
Petersburg’s iconic identity as “The Sunshine
City.” A nearly three-story tall fully-operational
bowstring sundial, one of the largest ever created,
will become the city’s newest landmark,
welcoming Floridians, visitors, guests and tourists.
The colossal sundial, built locally by Thomas
Sign and Awning Company, will be the centerpiece of the complex’s new courtyard fountain,
with water cascading into a stunning mosaic tile
lagoon that consists of approximately 288,000
water-jetted one-inch porcelain tiles. Mr.
Edwards declined to comment on the cost,
saying simply, “This is an investment in the
future of St. Petersburg.”
The sundial, fountain and mosaic lagoon
were designed by internationally-renowned

ATTRACTIVE
—
SENSIBLE
—
LANDSCAPING
Call for Ideas and Free Estimate

flatwoodslandscaping.com
727-278-6811
Save Time and Money,
and Enjoy Your Yard With
New Low-maintenance Landscaping,
Walkways, Patios and Lighting
––––––––––––––
Serving Pinellas County Since 1983
––––––––––––––
Florida Native Plant Society
Award Winner

SPECIALIZING IN: Native Plants • Xeriscaping • Low-voltage lighting • Drip irrigation

production designer Rene Lagler. A living
legend in his industry, Lagler earned his first of
five Emmy Awards for his design-work on the
57th Academy Awards in 1985. He also designed
five Grammy Award broadcasts; 16 Country
Music Award broadcasts; the opening and
closing ceremonies for the 1984 Los Angeles
Olympics; four Presidential National Conventions; two Presidential Inaugural Galas; and won
his second Emmy for designing the centennial
celebration for the Statue of Liberty.
Complementing Lagler’s creation, the
fountain and mosaic lagoon will showcase a
family of life-sized bronze dolphins created by
Mark Aeling and MGA Sculpture Studio, a St.
Petersburg-based company located in the city’s
thriving Warehouse Arts District. Aeling’s
artwork has been prominently displayed by some
of America’s premier entertainment and hospitality brands, including Busch Entertainment
Corp., Anheuser Busch, Inc., the Colorado
Symphony, Six Flags over Mid America, the St.
Louis Zoo and United Artists.
Three monumental staircases, two escalators
and one elevator will ensure easy passage
between the first and second floors. The east-west
paseo walkway between First and Second Streets
were seamlessly accented with matching
aesthetics, and the walkway was widened to
accommodate heavy pedestrian flow.
The sundial, lighting structures, umbrellas
and awnings were specifically designed to
withstand 150 mph winds. The R40 roof is
finished with a tan-colored membrane, and all
rooftop mechanical systems will be similarly
painted to make the center visually consistent
from all vantage points – even from above! n

