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Preserving
Weedon Island in Art

I

Hardy W Bryan III

From Mortar to Men

Candy Lenderman

’ve always been concerned that someone is going to miss out
on an opportunity to learn about or experience something
new. Old teacher habits never seem to fade away. If you have
never explored, or been to Weedon Island in recent years, now
is the perfect time to discover the cultural and environmental
treasures in what is literally our own backyard. Weedon Island
Preserve (www.weedonislandpreserve.org) is 3,700 acres of
natural ecosystems easily located at 1800 Weedon Island Drive
NE (go east on 83rd Avenue North until you see the signage for
the turn). Both the Preserve and Cultural and Natural History
Center receive 18,000 visitors a year. The Center emphasizes an
art-inspired, hands-on educational approach to the area’s history
and ecology. Hiking, paddling, fishing, and bird watching attract
school groups and families, as do the frequent guest lecturers and
education programs. Ecotourism has lured many foreign visitors.
There is no admission, but donations are welcomed.

Ashleigh Powers and Janine Kiray

T

hree generations of this family have called St. Petersburg their home. Their influence and
history is rooted deep, but is not well documented. From mortar to men, the Bryan family has
built the community of St. Pete, begining in the 1900s, through thier architectural majesty.
Phone numbers were four digits long and 5th Avenue North was considered the “outskirts of
town” when Hardy W. Bryant, Sr. moved to St. Petersburg in 1910, calling it his new home.
Known as one of the first building contractors in the early pioneer days of St. Petersburg, Bryan,
Sr. is known for building architecture like the Open Air Post Office, the La Plaza Theatre, the
Congregational Church and the Snell Arcade Building.
Hardy W. Bryan, Sr. is the grandfather of current resident Hardy W. Bryan III. In some ways,
in order to learn about the past, one must explore the present. Hardy III is an excellent example
of an individual who allowed his family’s past and influence to drive him to be the individual
that he is today. Learning compassion, care, and attention to others from his family, his past has
helped shape his present.
Continued on page 14

Bahama Shores

Florida Ranch-Style Architecture
Will Michaels

T

he Bahama Shores Neighborhood is located just south of Little Bayou. It is bounded on the
west by 4th Street and on the east and south by Tampa Bay. Little Bayou is located just south
of Big Bayou, adjacent to the Driftwood Neighborhood. A bayou is a water body tributary
to another body of water, or simply a marsh. Little Bayou merges with Tampa Bay and is fed by
Little Bayou Creek, which originally began from springs that now feed Lake Vista. At one time
Little Bayou was a marsh, but little of the marsh exists today.
Both Bahama Shores and
Driftwood were first settled by
Native Americans, but few
vestiges of theses original
settlers remain. The Indian
mounds in this area of St.
Petersburg were destroyed
long ago. One might see a few
conch shells remaining from
the mounds from time to time
while kayaking the bayous. Big
Bayou was the site of the first
First home in Bahama Shores. Burnette F. Stevenson first developed
European settlement in what Bahama Shores in 1926. He called the neighborhood Alta Marina. The
is now St. Petersburg. The first home was built in the Mediterranean style by celebrated St. Petersburg
settlement was called Pinellas architect Edgar Ferdon.
Continued on page 32

FOWI commissioned Carrie Jadus to paint a mural representing the
natural beauty and archaeological history of Weedon Island.

Without individuals to volunteer at and support entities like
Weedon Island, these community assets might not be able to
continue. In 1992, a group of forward-thinking citizens formed
the non-profit support organization, Friends of Weedon Island
(www.fowi.org). The mission of this group is to preserve the
Preserve through environmental and historical education and
any other charitable purposes. FOWI provides volunteers, scholarships for summer camps and field trips, monetary support for
lectures and lecturers, the purchase of education materials, a
nesting environment for least terns, and most recently, has given
$30,000 toward the restoration of an ancient wood canoe.
The wood canoe was found buried in the muck on the Weedon
coastline. This 1,100-year-old Manasota Culture 40-foot canoe
is the longest ever found in a saltwater environment. Since 2011,
it has been totally submerged in a custom designed vat of everchanging liquids. Its last “bath” is polyethylene glycol, a wax-like
substance to harden and preserve the fragile wood. The Alliance
for Weedon Island Archaeological Research and Education
(AWIARE) is overseeing this painstaking process at the Preserve.
This artifact will be displayed in the Center as testimony to the
trade, transportation, and fishing that went on a thousand years
ago. Watch for an installation announcement.
When FOWI ran out of viable, creative options for memorializing a loved one or a sponsorship supporting the mission of the
organization, the members decided to commission a large artwork
to celebrate the rich cultural and environmental history of
Continued on page 30
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P U B L IS H E R’S N OT E
Bricks and Life
Cover story subject, Hardy Bryan III, says it best: One person can make a
difference. And, when you know that and act accordingly as you go about
your daily life, amazing things happen all around you.
Ponder the brick streets or any of the gorgeous old stone buildings downtown.
How on earth did people have the time and energy to build those magnificent
entities that have shaped and almost defined our beloved St. Pete? As one
who tends to be super impatient and who has trouble “enjoying the ride,” I
have thought about how frustrating it would be to lay down brick day after
day without having the immediate satisfaction of seeing the finished product
quickly. Seriously, stop and think about building the brick streets. Could you
make it fun? Could your body hold out doing the same motion for months?
Did your part of the process take months or was it years? What do you think
about while placing each brick? Are the guys (were they all guys?) good people
and what did you talk about? If you were all guys, did you even talk much?
We take most of the little things for granted as we rush through our busy lives,
but when I read about people like Hardy Bryan and his family history, I am
reminded that when we actually take the time – no matter what the endeavor
– the results are often far bigger and better than we could ever have imagined.
At first I thought “From Mortar to Men” was going to be about the physical
legacy Bryan III’s family has left in St. Pete (his grandfather was the contractor
for the Open Air Post Office, among other magnificent structures – see cover
story). What drew me in and opened my heart was the invisible and just as
ever-lasting gift he has given to this community. By living by his motto, “one
person can make a difference,” Hardy and his family have touched and even
saved the lives of many. Please take the time to read this story and gather
some inspiration, and lay that one metaphorical brick down in whatever way
works for you.
Coincidentally, but not surprisingly since it seems to happen every issue,
the “one brick at a time,” “one person can make a difference,” “one drop
creates the ripple” theme surfaced magically and at the last minute. It just
so happened that I needed one more story to finish up this issue and I was
stuck. So, I emailed my favorite community builder, Rich Luker (he wrote the
book Simple Community and has been involved in countless communitybuilding initiatives around St. Pete for years), to see what he was up to. He,
too, has pondered the brick streets which led him to find a way to connect
with his actual neighbors – not just in person, but on the internet! Read about
an interesting concept which uses the power of the internet and the beauty
of in-person connection, Nextdoor.com. Rich and fellow community-builder,
Jeff Johnson, AARP Florida State Director, describe to us what they did to
lay down that first brick. You, too, can follow suit.
I started this note with one word. It is now time for me to punctuate its
end. Please follow the brick road set before you (or lay your own) and, like
Dorothy and Hardy and Rich, etc., each one of us can make a difference and
do so every day!
Have fun,

Jen
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E UG E N IA W O O D S G O ES . . .

R

#100FILMS #SunscreenFilmFestival
directed by owner Chad Mize. Always
with their thumb firmly planted on the
heartbeat of the arts scene, Blue Lucy
continues to cultivate a collection of
artisans, professionals, and newcomers,
and plops out the welcome mat for all
viewers. No art school background
check required. Just come with an open
mind and an appreciation for fun, interactive,
conversational,
and
contemporary themes.
It’s fascinating to see how much St.
Pete has developed its artistic scene in
this arena. We all know that St. Pete is
a place where art is made, but now
encompassing film is equally as thrilling.
The festival will take place all over
downtown (May 1-4) in varying
locations such as American Stage, The
Palladium, Studio 620, and The

ecently I took part in a fantastic
art show called 100 Films. The
show was in conjunction with the
Sunscreen Film Festival, which I knew
very little of. So, naturally I did a little
digging and found out more. Sunscreen
has been happening since 2006 and is
now in its 9th year of providing a taste
of what’s going on with local filmmakers.
This year’s festival encourages its
of their choosing and interpret it onto
a 16-by-16-inch square wooden frame.
Motion pictures ranged from the early
film days of the 1920s to present day.
The show, in conjunction and partly
funded by the Sunscreen Film Festival,
was a teaser for the events to come. The
SFF chose 200 films and each artist
picked one film to interpret.

thus making one circle the entire space
three times. Piles of people pointed up,
down, and sideways to find their favorite
film. “Oooh! That! That one! I LOVE
that movie”! How many times have you
said that in conversation? Imagine
owning a piece of your favorite film
made by a local talent. That’s the caliber
of cleverness Blue Lucy produces,

attendees to participate in all workshops,
lectures and film screenings which
makes it far more interactive and
promotes community within our pool of
local talent.
100 Films is an art show that was
held at Blue Lucy Gallery in the heart
of the Central Arts District. 100 artists
were featured and asked to pick a film
When I attended the night of the
opening I audibly gasped at not only the
amount of amazingness on the walls,
but the lovely placement of the colorful
squares. Burt Reynolds clad in cowboy
hat, Marlene Dietrich staring sultrily in
fox, Marilyn in cubism, Gloria Swanson
creepily repeating on her descending
staircase to insanity, Willy Wonka in
gold leaf, Hitchcock’s Psycho on layers
of plexiglass... The list goes on and on.
The line of the three rows forced the
viewer to consider each row at a time,

Museum of Fine Arts. Films will be
presented in the larger spaces and
smaller intimate workshops will take
place. Did you know John Travolta was
involved in last year’s festival? How fun
would that be to take a workshop from
him? Maybe we’d share a cold stare
whilst twisting on the dance floor.
*Wink. Keep your eyes and ears open
for all the goings on happening around
this amazing town we all love. n
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J O U R N A L E N TRY

Directions

W

John Gee

hen living in the ONE, rarely
was I required to give
directions to strangers. When
asked, the question usually was from
people looking to get out of our
neighborhood and on to I-275. My
typical answer was “get on 22nd
Avenue, follow the signs to 275 and
keep driving until you run out of gas.”
I have no idea what happened after they
were out of sight, but no one ever

returned to complain. Living in the
more complicated and crowded
downtown area has increased my
opportunities to give directions, and
has also made me take my responsibility
more seriously. After all, I want to be a
good ambassador for my community.
Our town has become quite cosmopolitan. It used to be just the New York,
Boston, or Midwestern accents that
caught your attention, but now
overhearing conversations spoken in
unknown foreign languages is common
and unremarkable. Just walk down
Beach Drive on a warm weekend night
and listen to the cacophony. When you
add to this number of foreign visitors
the additional influx of tourists from all
over America, there has to be a lot of
lost people wandering around St. Pete
with no idea of where they are going.
This is where we must step in.
Giving directions in this town is not
that difficult because our street grid
design makes it easy to guide a pedestrian to any location. For the lost drivers
of cars, however, the haphazard distribution of one-way streets adds a level
of uncertainty that can create some
wrong – and at times dangerous –
scenarios. Sometimes, after giving
directions, it dawns on me that by using

my impaired one-way street wisdom,
there is no way those poor people will
ever get to where they want to go.
When this happens, I sneak around
alleys to avoid detection, and hope I
don’t hear the sirens of EMS personnel
responding to another confused tourist
crashing into the locals. In our neighborhood, people mostly want to know
where the Dali Museum, Beach Drive,
or the Hilton is located, so my task is
usually risk free.
I divide the directionless into two
different categories. First, there are the
charity cases where the people don’t ask
for directions, but they look so lost that
you have to do something. They usually
are looking at some phone app or map
and then looking around with a dazed
lost-in-the-wilderness look trying to
find any sign of where they are. I once
encountered a woman who was so lost
that she was reduced to tears and offered
me $20 just to help her find her car.
These types of scenarios beg your
involvement.
Then there are people who come
right out and ask straightforward
questions that are easy to answer. Once,
however, I was completely flummoxed
when a person sought my help after
unsuccessfully driving around for hours

in St. Pete trying to find MacDill Air
Force Base. Sometimes I’m asked some
odd subjective thing like “where is the
best restaurant or bar,” or “what is the
best beach,” or my all-time favorite
“what do you for fun around here?” The
Pier was the best default answer to that,
but with that option gone, I’m stuck with
trying to determine what could possibly
be seen as “fun” by some people I have
never met nor will I ever see again.
Veteran travelers would agree that
getting lost is part of the adventure
because it forces you to discover things
that you wouldn’t normally seek out
and it makes you interact with the
locals. But this doesn’t mean that it is
easy, and there are tense times with lost
people slowly driving with a line of cars
behind them or stumbling through a
city with no clue where they are. St.
Pete is now a destination city and there
are many people wandering around
desperate for some assistance. So when
you see people who appear to be about
to give up and just go home, offer them
some of your time and guidance – it
helps the tourists, it makes you feel
better about yourself, and it makes our
town look good. n
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GOODNESS InDEED

Finding Our Neighbors Next Door

T

Rich Luker & Jeff Johnson

he Old Northeast feels like a
small, friendly neighborhood to
me because so many people in the
neighborhood are friendly. I regularly
take walks and run into neighbors I do
not know by name but readily greet and,
more often than not, end up chatting
with for a few minutes.
A few years back, while walking and
looking down at the street, a random
thought made me wonder how many
bricks there are in the Old Northeast
roads. I started doing the math, thinking
there must be hundreds of thousands,
but it didn’t take long to realize we have
millions of bricks in our neighborhood.
And with that realization came the
awareness that, while we feel small and
intimate, we live in a very BIG neighborhood. According to the Historic
Old Northeast Neighborhood Association (HONNA), there are over 4,000
households and 7,500 residents in the
Old Northeast. Many of us grew up in
towns that were smaller than that. And
yet, we feel close. How fortunate.
The more I thought about the size
of the neighborhood, the more I appreciated the sense of closeness, but at the
same time, realized it is not possible for
us all to be that connected. I also got a
new appreciation for the work HONNA
does given the incredible challenge of
working with a neighborhood this
large. Then I learned about the website
called Nextdoor.com just as it was
launching. Nextdoor is all about facilitating the connections of neighbors.
Their “neighborhoods” are literally
geographic neighborhoods. In fact, the
only way you can belong to a neighborhood is by verification that you live
within the physical boundaries of the
neighborhood.
So I signed us up. That was a few years
ago. The concept of a literal neighborhood being online was new. I had no
clue what to expect. And not much
happened. In fact, it pretty much died
on the vine because Nextdoor gives you
a narrow window of time to get a dozen
or so people to “claim” their neighborhood and I couldn’t get it done.
I forgot about it.
Last year Jane Withers picked up the
lead and she was able to find critical

mass. Since that time 84 people have
joined and the value is just now starting
to be realized. Neighbors have found
lost pets, found handy people for jobs,
been alerted to crimes, invited a broader
swath of neighbors to block parties, and
(my favorite) now have a means to
remember people’s names. I suspect this
is just the tip of the potential.
Okay… the more I write, the more
I realize this may sound like a sales
pitch. Well, in a sense, it is. It is an
invitation for us all to be more readily
connected in the same way we
anecdotally connect now. There is no
money involved. I cannot even
ascertain how Nextdoor will ultimately
make money off this. All you have to
do is go to www.nextdoor.com and
identify our neighborhood. It will offer
a few ways you can verify that you live
here. An indication of our privacy
protection is that you cannot get access
to our neighborhood until you are
verified. Once you are in, you will be
able to see the map of dwellings of
current members. And you will see we
are spread throughout the neighborhood – though only sparsely today.

In 2009, I wrote the book Simple
Community from decades of research I
have done on American social life
pointing to the need for more enriched
community relationships. Jeff Johnson,
AARP Florida State Director, and I
actually work together to encourage
more engaged community. He recently
hosted a city-wide meeting of community
leaders and while we were preparing for
that meeting, I told him about Nextdoor.
com. After we claimed the Old
Northeast on Nextdoor, others around
us started their own neighborhood
groups. Following our conversation, Jeff
established the Crescent Heights neighborhood just to the Northwest of us, and
in Jeff’s own words.
“When Rich told me about nextdoor.
com, I was intrigued for a lot of the same
reasons Rich was. A social network that
was neighborhood-specific seemed like
a great way to connect in real-time with
your neighbors and strengthen the
bonds of community further. I started
noodling around and discovered that
Nextdoor.com even allows you to send
postcards to invite neighbors free of
charge. We “qualified” the first time

around with about one day to spare, and
since then it’s steadily grown, both in
members and in interaction. Now,
when I wonder what the new business
on the corner will be, I ask on Nextdoor.
When someone finds a pet, needs a
plumber, or has a microwave to pass on,
they use Nextdoor. And as one who
travels a lot, it’s comforting to have a
reminder on my phone of the community
I call home and what’s going on there.”

Contributors Rich Luker and Jeff Johnson

Downtown St. Petersburg is also up
and running with 91 members. Many
of you have been kind enough to engage
with me on the brick streets of the
neighborhood. Please, engage with us
on Nextdoor.com too. n
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M E ET Y O U R NE IG H B O R

Jennifer
Nichter

Suzanne
Lombardi

Melissa
Greene

Monterey Blvd NE

18th Ave NE

19th Ave NE

What is your favorite animal?

The giraffe

What was your favorite book/TV show as a child?

My favorite book as a child was To Kill a Mockingbird.
My favorite TV show as a child was The Love Boat.
What do you like about living in the Northeast area
of St. Pete?

What is your favorite animal?

A dog is a wonderful creature
What was your favorite book/TV show as a child?

Anything about Pippi Longstocking
What do you like about living in the Northeast area
of St. Pete?

I love being so close to Downtown while at the
same time having easy access to Tampa.

The beauty of the area and the convenience to
Downtown

In a movie about your life, which actor should
play you?

In a movie about your life, which actor should
play you?

That would be a pretty boring movie, but it would
have to be someone tall.

Shirley MacLaine

Who is your favorite author?

Cormac McCarthy

Jodi Picoult

If you could be anyone in the world, who would
it be?

My daughter, Julianne. She is probably the most
loving, compassionate, thoughtful, and selfless person
I know. She makes me want to be a better person.
What is your favorite commercial?

The one with the lab puppy and the Budweiser
Clydesdale. Makes me cry every time.
If you were a teacher, what would you teach?

Reading. I’ve homeschooled my children since
kindergarten, and I would have to say one of the
best parts was teaching them to read. Watching
their world change and grow as they devoured
book after book was fascinating and rewarding.
What is guaranteed to make you angry/happy?

Sometimes I get angry with life but my family is
what I live for. They are my happiness. And my
son Lincoln never fails to make me laugh!

Who is your favorite author?
If you could be anyone in the world, who would
it be?

A better, younger version of myself
What is your favorite commercial?

The E*TRADE commercials with the talking babies,
or Dos XX worlds most interesting man commercials
If you were a teacher, what would you teach?

Nutrition and cooking
What is guaranteed to make you angry/happy?

Misplacing something/finding something I thought
was lost

What is your favorite animal? Choosing one animal

as my favorite is impossible! I adore all of them. “I
think I could turn and live with animals, they are so
placid and self contained. I stand and look at them long
and long.” Walt Whitman

What was your favorite book/TV show as a child?

When I was a very young child, my grandmother
gave me a big yellow book of nursery rhymes titled
The Bumper Book. I loved that book (I still have it
50 years later).
What do you like about living in the Northeast area
of St. Pete? The ONE is an idyllic neighborhood.

We live in a spectacular aviary and have access to
daily marine mammal shows. The parade of dogs
passing our home each morning rivals the line up at
Westminster. The best part is that we are privileged
to share it all with really great neighbors and friends!

In a movie about your life, which actor should
play you? Someone like Jennifer Gray, Helen Hunt

or Jody Foster.

Who is your favorite author? Depends on the
genre: Pema Chodren, Gertrude Stein, Amy Tan,
Edna St. Vincent Mallay
If you could be anyone in the world, who would
it be? Perhaps being Dr. Doolittle...
If you were a teacher, what would you teach?

All genres, but please don’t make me listen to
Barry Manilow

I taught school for many years in my first life. If I
taught again, it would be to teach a “fun” class where
students could be expressive and free of pressure
(and homework) for a minute... maybe art.

Are a listener or a talker?

What is guaranteed to make you angry/happy?

What kind of music do you like?

Are a listener or a talker?

The freedom to use your imagination every waking
moment

People in our neighborhood who do not pick up
after their dogs make me angry. The squirrels and
birds showing up in my yard each morning for a
handful of peanuts brings me great joy as does a
really good cappuccino or latte. It really takes very
little to make me happy.

What do you miss most about your childhood?

What is your passion?

Good cuisine and the health benefits of a good diet

What kind of music do you like? ’70s singer/

The innocence and simplicity of life
What is your passion?

Where was the best meal you ever ate?

What kind of music do you like?

Country and pop

Probably a bit of both

Spending time with my children
Where was the best meal you ever ate?

I can be a good listener and can also babble on
endlessly... just ask my husband.
What do you miss most about your childhood?

A Thanksgiving meal that I cooked with the help
of one of my sons as my sous chef. It was perfection.

Sushi at Sansei in Maui

What is your favorite part of the day?

What is your favorite part of the day?

Late at night, when it’s most quiet

The morning and my cup of coffee that breathes
life into me

What is the best reward anyone can give you?

What is the best reward anyone can give you?

When someone compliments my children

If you could choose a dream occupation, what
would it be?

Sometimes it’s nice to be thanked for the simplest
of things

A novelist

If you could choose a dream occupation, what
would it be?

Name one thing you couldn’t go a day without?

To be a gifted singer /songwriter

Seeing my children

What is the best present you ever gave/received?

The best gift I ever received was when my husband
asked me to marry him.
What is the oldest piece of clothing you still wear?

A soft pair of pink frog boxer shorts from college
that I still love to put on after a day at the beach or
the pool

Name one thing you couldn’t go a day without?

That morning cup of coffee and dog kisses
What is the best present you ever gave/received?

The best gift I’ve ever received was my Apple
computer
What is the oldest piece of clothing you still wear?

A beautiful coat my husband bought me

songwriters and classic ’70s bands... Carol King,
James Taylor, America, Neil Young, Simon and
Garfunkel, etc.

Are a listener or a talker? I am a talker for sure, but

I’m also a good listener and genuinely interested in
what people have to say.

What do you miss most about your childhood?

I miss simpler times when life wasn’t so hectic and
complicated. I miss fireflies, games of kick-the-can,
my green Stingray bike with the sparkling banana
seat, climbing trees, riding with a friend on the
handle bars to the dime store to buy candy, and
hearing my mother’s voice yelling, “it’s time to
come in!”
Where was the best meal you ever ate? My favorite

meal was on a blanket under my grandmother’s
apple tree in Indiana. My grandmother was a florist
and caterer and every food item served was a work
of art. We never had just a sandwich... always fancy
finger sandwiches. We never had just a piece of
fruit... always a fruit basket made from a hollowed
orange, or a “mouse” made from a pear half complete
with edible whiskers, ears and eyes.
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FROM MORTAR TO MEN Continued from page 1

It’s this detail that a grandfather unknowingly
passed down to his grandson. Hardy III realized his
love for helping people while he was stationed in Italy.
His duties in the military consisted of overlooking 12
giant warehouses and a workforce of over 206 Italians.
A worker put in a leave request for three weeks, a
significant period of time. Needing an explanation,
he summoned the man to his office. His name was
Roberto Lami, a man of about 40 years old. Lami tried
to avoid telling Hardy why he wanted time off,
eventually he broke down and started crying. Hardy,
27 at the time, didn’t know how to respond to an older
man weeping in his office. The story came out, and

Hardy W. Bryan, Sr.

it was one he was absolutely not expecting. Lami’s
daughter began to lose the ability to do things she
once knew how to do at the age of only two. She was
diagnosed with a brain tumor and the doctors gave
her three weeks to live. Hardy asked Lami if he was

May/June 2014

positive everything that could be done had been done.
What Lami told Hardy made the situation even worse.
The doctors wouldn’t take another patient,
especially with as grave a condition as Lami’s daughter
had. Told that they didn’t want to operate because the
chance of Lami’s daughter surviving surgery was
extremely low, Lami had tried all he could do to find
a doctor who would help their family and save his
daughter’s life. Hardy would not take no for an answer;
he reached out and began to search for a doctor who
would. Thanks to Hardy III, he was able to find a doctor
to perform the surgery, as well as to find a special
ambulance for transportation to and from the hospital.
During the operation, Lami’s daughter coded three
times, and an additional
time after the surgery was
complete. Everyone was on
pins and needles, and
Lami’s daughter struggled
immensely during the
recovery. Continuing to
help, Hardy III raised
money for the family.
Shortly after, Lami was laid
off due to the company
downsizing. Hardy lost
contact with the family for
a while until around
Christmastime, when he
was able to find the family’s
address. He brought a doll
to the family’s house, and
was invited inside.
The mother stepped
away letting Hardy III
know she was going to prepare Danielle for his arrival.
Fear rushed through his bones. “Did we do the right
thing? Am I about to see something horrible? Some
hollowed-out kid in some hospital environment?” He
started to get apprehensive. Moments later a little
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Old picture of Open Air Post Office and handwritten note
found in file in museum at the post office

girl rushed into the room. “She jumped up on my lap,
kissed me on my cheek...” Telling the story, Hardy’s
voice began to shake. He paused, then continued,
“that was her... she completely recovered.” From this
one moment, Hardy III learned one lesson that
forever stayed with him. With tears in his eyes, Hardy
said, “I learned firsthand that one person can make
a difference.”
Hardy believes that every person matters. He goes
about life paying attention to the intricacies of an
each individual. There isn’t much written history
about this family, but their stories live on.
One sunny afternoon, I took a trip with Hardy III
to the Open Air Post Office. Seeing him walk through
the post office with such admiration was a joy to
experience. Hardy III carries himself with such pride
when he looks at the detailing in the structures his
grandfather created around town.
Continued on page 16

Open Air Post Office
Built in 1916, the open aired post office located off of First Avenue in Downtown Saint Petersburg was the first of
its kind in the nation. With its Italian designed architecture and intricate metal working, this Mediterranean building
has been added to the National Registry of Historic places, and has become a focal destination of history and
beauty in Pinellas County. Still operational today, the post
office not only attracts visitors, but aids in assisting the
residents of the city with their mail needs.
Circa 1920s

The beginnings of the post office building in 1916

Open Air Post Office with the Snell Arcade in background

Open Air Post Office Burger Bros ca 1930
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Snell Arcade
Located on Central Avenue in the heart of Downtown,
Snell Arcade, also known as the Rutland Building, was
designed by Richard Kiehnel in 1926. Several different
architectural styles exist within the building, including
hints of Spanish-Moroccan on the exterior, baroque
brackets, Egyptian columns and gothic features.
Initially created as a passage way between Central
and First Avenues, the hall at one point featured
Venetian artistry.

During its glory days, the arcade was home to shops,
restaurants and even a night club at one point.
However, during the depression, much of the arcade
was shut down. Today, one can find offices by the
arcade, with several floors of the tower undergoing
renovations for condos. Glass bricks were placed in
the sidewalks surrounding the building to let light into
the basement.

Page 15
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FROM MORTAR TO MEN Continued from page 14

Proudly, Hardy III says, “you know, my grandfather
helped build this” when anyone walks by.
While there, we went upstairs to the little museum
(which is now closed) looking at all the historic
documents. Dust collected on books of receipts, old
stamps, employee write-ups, and building plot maps.
Admiring the history that was tucked away upstairs,
I pulled out a folder and began flipping through the
papers in the file. In it was a small piece of paper was
the name of Hardy, Sr. Joy beamed in Hardy III’s eyes,
making a connection and feeling the importance of
his grandfather.
Yet, there is something even more grandiose about
the Bryan family. When talking to Hardy III, he is full
of stories. He has history to share, but when asked
about himself he is quite humble. His actions have
also built something in St. Petersburg.
Hardy’s actions have built something which you
can’t see, but you can feel. Heavily involved in the
community, Hardy III has raised money for charities
and many more causes. He carries the mantra “one
person can make a difference.” From bricks his grandfather laid one by one to the people he has helped,
every bit counts when building a community of magnificent people who mirror the magnificent landmarks.
The Bryan family passes down a lesson from generation to generation. This lesson is: no matter how small
the act may be, either laying one brick or helping one
person, the act generates something much larger than
oneself. One act propels another, building a foundation.
Each generation leaves a little piece of themselves in
building the city of St. Petersburg. From mortar to men,
how small actions leave behind something larger. n
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Plant Museum
A hidden gem housed within the City of Tampa is that of the Henry B. Plant Museum. Located at the
University of Tampa, this 1891 Historic Landmark can be found in what was the grandiose Tampa Bay Hotel.
During the 1880s, Henry Plant created an empire of hotels and transportation within the Tampa Bay area.
Now defunct as a hotel and acting as a museum instead, the Plant Museum is located in one of the wings of
the original hotel.
Furnished with artifacts, architecture from the
1890s and beautiful furniture, the collections of Mr.
and Mrs. Plant are able to be seen in all their glory,
from trips to Europe and Asian, the museum allows
guests to be able to explore events found in the
beginning years of Florida’s tourism industry, the
relevancy of events leading up to the creation of the
City of Tampa as it is today and much more, the
museum gives great insight into the importance of
a family and their dynasty to the Tampa Bay area.
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A R O U ND TH E B L O CK
Journal Writer Connects with The New York Times

T

his year is the centennial of Major League Baseball in St. Petersburg. To
help celebrate the event, Northeast Journal history writer Will Michaels
published an exclusive interview with Julia Ruth Stevens, Babe Ruth’s
97-year-old daughter, in the January/February edition. Julia spent several baseball
spring training seasons in St. Pete with her father, the famous “Bambino,” in
the 1930s. She had not been in St. Pete since 1943. The article greatly added
to the history of one of St. Pete’s most celebrated seasonal residents.
Subsequently, Will became involved in planning the centennial commemoration to be held at Al Lang Stadium in March. In a conversation with Tim
Reid of the St. Petersburg Committee to Commemorate Babe Ruth, Will
suggested the possibility of Julia being the guest of honor at the commemoration. Tim is a friend of the Ruth-Stevens family. After further discussing the
idea with city officials, Tim extended an invitation to Julia to participate in
the celebration and she accepted. St. Pete then rolled out the red carpet to
Julia, who was accompanied by her daughter-in-law Anita Stevens. Southwest
Airlines provided transportation from Julia’s home in Nevada, the Vinoy

NEJ writer Will Michaels with Julia Ruth Stevens, daughter of Babe Ruth

provided lodging, and the
Chamber of Commerce
covered other expenses
connected with her four-day
visit. Julia was presented with
the key to the city by Mayor
Rick Kriseman. Historian
Will Michaels was asked to
escort Julia about the city and serve as her tour guide. Visits were made to sites
connected to the Babe and his daughter Julia including Al Lang Stadium
(formerly the site of Waterfront Park), All Children’s Hospital, Miller-Huggins
Field at Crescent Lake, the Flori-de-Leon, Admiral Farragut (formerly the
Jungle Hotel), and Stetson Law School (formerly the Rolyat Hotel).
The visit was covered by both local and national press, including The New
York Times. On March 11th, The New York Times published nearly a full page
on Julia’s visit including a photo of her with Will. The article included an
in-depth interview conducted at the Vinoy in which Julia made known new
information regarding Babe Ruth’s close association with African American
baseball players and how that may have impacted Babe’s aspirations to become
a Major League manager after retiring as a player. The New York Times photo
and article may be accessed at www.nytimes.com/2014/03/11/sports/baseball/
yankees-home-at-the-other-house-that-ruth-built.html?_r=0
Will also subsequently published in the Journal a new account of Babe Ruth’s
longest home run, believed to have been hit in St. Pete in 1934, which was
also published as a guest column by the Tampa Bay Times. The New York Times
article also made reference to this milestone.
The Northeast Journal and its readers appreciate the years of steadfast
commitment Will Michaels has devoted to sharing his vast historical knowledge
of our neighborhood and its surrounds. And we are proud to share his talents
with the likes of The New York Times. Many thanks for your dedication, Will. n
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John Bailey

Happenings on Snell Isle
Taken from The Panther, this letter from the SIPOA
president:
Compliments and Complaints
Those are two words that are sometimes used to
describe the same thing. But how is this possible? The
simple explanation is that occasionally people view
things differently. For example, some view change as
good and others view it as bad.
I want to discuss when one of these words can turn
into the other. For years, the Snell Isle Canary Palms
were one of our prized possessions. And of course,
compliments would pour in. However, recently, we
have received many complaints. In this case, the
complaints seem to be warranted, but we have a
disease or diseases that are killing these gorgeous trees
at an alarming rate. Please be assured that the Board
is trying to figure out the best way to handle this
unfortunate situation. This is not just a Snell Isle

problem; I understand Venetian Isles is also having
problems. The next tree trimming is scheduled for
Friday, March 21st. The dying ones will be removed
by the City on an as-needed basis until we can figure
out how and with what to replace them.
Now, let’s discuss when complaints turn into
compliments. This is almost exclusively due to
action taken to resolve the complaint. SIPOA does
as much as it can with the manpower we have. I
believe only one of us is retired, and the rest of us
have full-time jobs. It is extremely difficult to accomplish tasks in the very limited time we have with
only the existing board participating. I recently was
looking through an old Panther and saw that there
used to be several different committees with many
volunteers on each committee.
I don’t know how many times I have reached out
for support from our community, but I can tell you that
less than a dozen have responded in over two years of
my requests. Sometimes all we need is someone to help
make a few phone calls to gather information. Every
little bit can help. I promise that we will do a better
job of organizing work parties in the very near future.
Please continue to sign up for the Snell Isle Alerts
and check out www.enjoysnellisle.com. We could
also use the help of someone who is willing to assist
with maintaining the website. Perhaps a high-school
student or two willing to help and earn community
service hours.
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By no means do I want you to stop sending in
complaints; if you don’t complain, we may not know
what needs to be done. But, I am asking that when
you call, please have a well-thought-out solution
which possibly involves your participation in
implementing.
Sincerely,
Scott B. Youngblood
SIPOA President
The Website
We hope you have had a chance to visit your new
website at www.enjoysnellisle.com. We are proud of
what we have put together for you so far, but we are
not close to being done. We are working on additional
content, which we will be for as long as the site is up,
and we are looking into on new functionalities such
as adding a bulletin board, a classified section, the
ability to pay dues online and so forth. If you would
like to suggest content or functionalities to add, feel
free to send us a note via the website.

We are also working on the newsletter. We have
a history on Snell Isle of frequent Snell Isle Alerts.
We currently do not have the manpower to keep up
the same frequency, so we are focusing on the major
events, such as active threats to safety and security,
and events that will impact our area, for good or for
bad, and think we have covered it pretty well so far.
We will continue to keep you informed and remind
you that we welcome anyone who can commit time
to helping us keep the newsletters coming.
Enjoy the Florida Spring!
Steve Nilsen
SIPOA board member
Dates to Remember and Special Notation
Our thanks to all of you who purchased pavers for
this entrance project by the bridge. The Snell Isle
Plaza refurbishing is continuing. New plants are in
at the south end of the park and around the statues.
Our continued thanks to the City of St. Petersburg
for their interest in this park. The plan of Perry Snell
does live on and we are so grateful for it.
The lions at Monterey and Snell Isle Boulevard
have now been properly labeled with the street names
and are ready for painting. Do we have anyone to
volunteer to paint them? n
If you have information or comments that you feel should appear
here in the Northeast Journal about Snell Isle happenings, please
contact me at jlbwriter@earthlink.net.
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entryway monuments, and more. You
can see that there is a lot going on, not
only inviting your involvement, but
also on your behalf.

Membership Has Its Privileges…
Or Does It?

Calling All Old Northeast
Homeowners...
AND Renters!
Peter Motzenbecker, HONNA President

W

ith the ultimate goal of making
our neighborhood the best in
the city, the Historic Old
Northeast Neighborhood Association
works diligently on behalf of Old NE
homeowners and renters. Let me
re-emphasize that point – and renters.
The diversity of our community is
reflected in many ways, including in the
diversity of historic homes and
apartment buildings, and the residents
who live in them – made up of
homeowners and renters. These structures and their residents have been part
of the fabric of The Old Northeast since
its inception. Seasonal residents have
been part of the fabric of our community
since before the inception of The ONE.
Others – including students, singles and
people who prefer the convenience of
renting rather than owning – often find
their way to our well-located hamlet by
downtown and the Bay. Interestingly,
there is a tendency to overlook this
wonderful aspect of where we live. Not
everyone wants or needs home
ownership. But this does not preclude
the full participation of these residents
in all that our neighborhood has to offer.
To that end, HONNA encourages
everyone – including renters, apartment
owners and landlords – to be full participants in the neighborhood and also
consider membership in its
association.

HONNA Accomplishments

Consider our activities and accomplishments during 2013: quarterly
neighborhood meetings, pot lucks,
porch parties, new resident meet-andgreets, and the creation of the Young
Northeasters under-40 group; Candlelight Tour of Homes; helping organize
the annual neighborhood-wide yard
sale, easter egg hunt, children’s 4th of
July parade, special kids event at Great
Explorations, and publicizing
Halloween home decorations;
addressing traffic and parking concerns;
communicating through the quarterly
newsletters, website, Facebook and
eblasts; maintaining the landscaping of

HONNA values its members and
seeks new members with a passion. But
what’s in it for you? The most common
questions we hear from new residents
and non-members revolve around what
it means to become a member of the
Association and what exactly it entails.
Typical questions we hear from
non-members include: “Why do I want
to join HONNA?” and “What benefits
would I receive as a member that I do
not receive as a non-member?” These
are fair questions, and questions that
deserve good answers. And as
tempting as it would be to invoke
President John F. Kennedy (“Ask
not what HONNA can do for
you…”), I will resist. Instead, let
me see if I can provide some
clarity.

Homeowners
Association
(HOA) Versus
Neighborhood

Association
(NA)

Let’s begin by saying what HONNA
is not. HONNA is not a homeowners
association. It is a neighborhood association. Homeowner associations are a
vital part of many communities. They
are a valuable tool in helping bring
residents together to preserve and
enhance the livability of a neighborhood. Many would-be homeowners
seek out neighborhoods that fall under
an HOA for these and other reasons.
On the other hand, many would-be
homeowners stay away from these
communities over concerns about
restrictions that could possibly be
imposed on them. We do not take a
stand on the advantages of such, princi-

pally because HONNA is not a
homeowners association, or HOA.
HONNA is a neighborhood association, or NA, which are most often
formed by groups of concerned
neighbors and residents, working on a
volunteer basis and identifying worthy
projects typically funded through
fundraisers and donations. Neighborhood associations strive to build
resident interest, provide better street
safety, protect the quality of the neighborhood, and represent the
neighborhood on certain matters
before the City. Neighborhood associations like ours do not exist to tell a
resident what they can or cannot do
with their property. However, if there
are nuisance property
owners or concerns
over the preservation
of an historic building,
the neighborhood
association is there
to provide support
and guidance. In
short, HONNA is
here to serve and
protect, which
are words taken
directly from
our mission
statement:
The mission of

Historic Old Northeast Neighborhood
is to promote, preserve, and protect the
quality of life in our unique corner of
the world.
Some of the ongoing services you
can expect from HONNA include:

Downzoning

The Historic Old Northeast is home
to many fine examples of early
20th-century architecture, including a
large number of Arts & Crafts-style
bungalows. Many of you know that we
are losing an increasing number of
these fine homes to new construction.
In some cases, this has been inevitable
due to the state of neglect of some of
these old structures. However, in other
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cases we have lost beautiful homes for
no other reason than a lack of foresight
and appreciation for what makes our
neighborhood special. In the words of
our neighborhood’s name and a reason
many of us moved here in the first
place: Historic and Old. HONNA
exists to help make sure we lose
“historic” and “old” properties as infrequently as possible.

Landmarking, Lighting and
Landscaping

From corner landmarks to acorn
street lighting, HONNA strives to
maintain a sense of place for all of us.
Our beautiful tree-lined brick streets
are a source of beauty and pride.
HONNA is here to make sure those
trees are protected and replaced when
necessary. The on-going acorn lighting
project has been a significant undertaking for the neighborhood by
HONNA, and one that is still underway
and will be for some time to come.
Landscaping in common areas is
another on-going concern, and your
neighborhood association is committed
to keeping our neighborhood beautiful.
If you are a fan of the improvements
along 1st Street from 22nd Avenue to
5th Avenue, including the addition of
both north and south bicycle lanes, you
can thank HONNA for taking up the
cause due to concerns over traffic speed
and pedestrian safety.
There are many ways HONNA
works to serve you. Must you be a
member to take advantage of the many
benefits of living in The Historic Old
Northeast? No. Must you be a
homeowner to participate in HONNA’s
activities? Again the answer is no. But
perhaps the better question might be
whether you are taking advantage of
HONNA’s offerings. Member or not,
we are thrilled to call you a neighbor.
The illustration accompanying this
article says We Want You! And the truth
is we need you!
If you’ve not visited our website
recently, go to honna.org, where you
can also sign up to become a member.
Please consider joining if you are not
already a member – whether you’re a
homeowner or renter. Even if you
choose not to participate in HONNA
activities and events, your membership
payment is a small way of telling
HONNA “thanks!” and showing your
support for what the Association works
to do to make your Old NE the very best
neighborhood in the city. Many of us
consider it a privilege, and a small price
to pay, to be part of something as special
as The Historic Old Northeast. n
A version of this article appeared in the March
2014 issue of the newsletter of The Historic
Old Northeast Neighborhood Association. If
you missed the March issue, it may be viewed
online at http://honna.org/newsletter
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G R EE N PA G E

Boyd Hill Nature Preserve: An Urban Oasis

W

Mary Hampton

here can you go in the city of St. Petersburg
to discover six miles of trails, boardwalks,
lagoon ponds, 245 acres of wilderness,
rescued raptors, and an actual hill? Well, you can find
everything that was just mentioned, except the hill,
at Boyd Hill Nature Preserve. Boyd Hill was the name
of a Commissioner of the Parks in St. Pete.

Description of Boyd Hill Nature Preserve
Within Boyd Hill Nature Preserve, one will find a
gopher tortoise, 200 alligators, migratory birds,
armadillos, eastern indigo snakes, and fox squirrels.

Out of 47 attractions available to visitors, BHNP
recently ranked #7 out of all these attractions! Special
compliments were mentioned regarding how helpful
the visitor center staff of BHNP is to all its visitors.

Boyd Hill Day Camps and School
Programs
Some of the special camps that are offered include
Jungle Boogie Camp, Young Naturalist Camp, Herpetology Camp, Pioneer Camp, Nature Adventure
Camp, Raptor Camp, and Wildlife Ecology Camp.
Prices for the camps range from $65 to $150 per week.
Check the current calendar for upcoming camps and
programs: www.stpeteparksrec.org/boyd-hill.html.

Lovely Lake Maggiore is a 380-acre lake that borders Boyd Hill Nature Preserve.

The preserve is located along the shore of Lake
Maggiore in beautiful south St. Petersburg. There are
swamp woodlands, lake shore hardwood hammocks,
sand pine scrub, willow marsh, and pine flat woods.
Throughout BHNP are three distinct areas where
classes, camps, programs, and events are offered
throughout the year. The Lake Maggiore Environmental Education Center and Trail, the Pioneer
Settlement, and the Environmental Studies area each
offer a productive, educational experience. There are
extensive hiking opportunities and trails suitable for
a hybrid bicycle. Guided tram tours are available on a
regular schedule (note: the preserve is closed Mondays).

 Barbara Stalbird, Supervisor II
Barbara recently told us, “Boyd Hill Nature Center
is a good-sized preserve in an urban area. We offer
unique programs. Environmental education is our
forte. Our fantastic staff is dedicated to that purpose.
They also participate in numerous important nature
studies involving an annual butterfly count for the
North American Butterfly Association, an annual
bird count in December, and an annual reptile survey.
Our bird sanctuary is part of the Great Florida Birding
Trail. It is amazing how well visited the Boyd Hill
Nature Center is. We receive about 65,000 visitors
each year!”

Pinellas Pioneer Settlement

Pinellas Pioneer Settlement is a non-profit,
volunteer organization whose mission is to authentically recreate life styles of Pinellas County pioneers
through relocation or recreation of period building.
Education is offered regarding skills, crafts, and social
customs of our early settlers. There is an organic fruit
and vegetable community garden located at south gate
#4, which is generally tended to on Sunday mornings.

Barbara Stalbird holds a juvenile bald eagle who suffered a
permanent injury.

If you’d like to volunteer to help with the community
garden, contact Ray at rayrunner@yahoo.com. Pinellas
Pioneer Settlement sponsors fun events including a
chili cook-off and a Cook Your Butt Off event.

Andrea Andersen,
Coordinator of Volunteers
Andrea said, “I came through the ranks for three
years as a volunteer at Boyd Hill Nature Center. I
performed every volunteer job that exists here. When
I started, a volunteer spent one-and-a-half years
cleaning animal cages before being allowed to work
more closely with the animals.
Text continued on page 24
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Boyd Hill Nature Preserve supports one of the largest tortoise populations in Pinellas County.

Tree climbing is occasionally offered when Boyd Hill partners with the Pathfinder organization.

Gabe, a volunteer, works with two of our permanently-injured screech owls.

Boyd Hill grows and sells plants to visitors.

Page 24
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GREEN PAGE Continued from page 23

“We usually have between 175-200
volunteers. Our Aviary Center is the
favorite location for most volunteers.
When I started coordinating the volunteers, we had a shoebox-type system for
most important papers. After doing
some research, Barbara Stalbird and I
made a presentation regarding a better
organization system, called Volgistics,
to the City Council. They approved the
system which is now representing an
annual cost savings of $5,000, and a
great improvement to the organization
of the volunteer program.
“We have a critical need for volunteers to help with animal care (birds of
prey and reptiles), gardening (flower
bed maintenance and native plant
propagation), interpretive (tram tours,
school groups), and land management
(working with vine control, prescribed
burn preparation, and exotic plant
control).
“One of our volunteers, Patrick
Bradley, came into the Birds of Prey
program two years ago. He really spearheaded building our community of
volunteers and is in charge of training
the birds. In fact, Patrick has been an
animal trainer most of his life. He has
brought life to the program!
“Our volunteers have meaningful
experiences at BHNP. They usually
increase their own knowledge of
Florida’s natural habitats and animals.
And, they definitely enjoy becoming
part of a vibrant, diverse community.”

Friends of Boyd Hill Nature
Preserve

The mission of Friends of Boyd Hill
Nature Preserve is to provide volunteers and financial support. Their
members receive a monthly newsletter,
Keeping Track. They receive a 50%
discount on their annual pass and
special discounts on various nature
camps held at BHNP.
Since early 1990s, Gabe Vargo,
retired emeritus professor, USF, has
been volunteering at BHNP. His wife,

Sandy, and he are charter members
since 1981. Gabe and other volunteers,
started the BHNY Bird of Prey program.
That program features on- and off-site
events and booth set-ups. In 2013, it
was estimated that the program reached
100,000 people.
Since January 1996, Dave McGuire,
president of Friends of Boyd Hill Nature
Preserve, has been volunteering. He
told us, “Friends of BHNP do numerous
things to promote the preserve and its
environmental education program.
Rangers are offered a yearly stipend for
taking courses like Master Naturalist.
The Friends members work to earn
money for scholarships for needy
children to attend BHNP summer day
camps. We also sponsor the Natural
History Speaker series held once a
month at the Education Center. Along
with the City of St. Petersburg, we
co-sponsor the Wildlife Weekend
festival, as well as the Raptor festival.
Boyd Hill Nature Park is a wonder, right
in the middle of a dense, urban neighborhood. Come visit us to see what
makes us so special.”

Closing Thoughts
“The purest, most idealistic, truthful,
and honest love story one can ever live,
without the slightest sense of regret, is that
of loving nature.” Anonymous
Thank you, Boyd Hill Nature
Center, for helping all of us to study and
appreciate nature in St. Petersburg! n

Resources
www.stpeteparksrec.org/boyd-hill.html
www.friendsofboydhill.org
www.friendsofboyshill.org/calendar.html
pinellaspioneersettlement.org/
Video: www.youtube.com Boyd Hill
Mary Hampton is a retired educator who moved
to Florida in 2007. Since arriving in florida, she
has been doing non-stopl research regarding the
topics of recycling and sustainability. She has
been on a quest to meet people who are also
interested and involved in these topics. If you
would like to collaborate with Mary on a
project, contact her at: queenofrecycle@
hotmail.com.
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P EO P L E A N D P E TS

Elaine Franck and Reilly
Brightwaters Blvd NE

Sylvia Bley and Michael Roberts with Diesel and Canim
18th Avenue NE

Mark Howerton and Freckle
18th Avenue NE

Jed, Laci and Oliver Schaible with Scuba
17th Avenue NE

Gary Dambach and Cruz
3rd Street N

Kailey Magnan and McGuire
Monterey Circle NE

Dennis Mayer with Jolene and Simone
18th Avenue NE

Lyla Ridley with Prince and Paris
3rd Street N

Phil and Melissa Harasz with Kelley
17th Avenue NE

To Submit Photos to People and Pets:
Email your HIGH RES digital photo to susie2wong@gmail.com. Please include your name, address, phone number and pet’s name.
Photos by Susan Woods Alderson unless otherwise noted.
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St. P ete L ocal F lavor
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T H E H E A RT G A L L ERY
Many of the Heart Gallery children have been placed with loving adoptive families – and many other children have been placed –
due to the adoption awareness that is spread throughout the community through Heart Gallery events.

NY K I A
Age: 15
An Adventurous Spirit
Nykia is a down to earth young lady, but has an adventurous side! She loves trying things that are
daring, such as skydiving or bungee jumping. Nykia enjoys horseback riding and playing the violin. She
would also enjoy taking dance classes. She loves to laugh and always has a smile on her face.
Favorite Foods: Nykia’s favorite foods are chicken, broccoli and cheese
Favorite Animal: Nykia adores animals and has an aspiration of becoming a horse trainer when she
gets older.
Ideal Family: She is looking for a family who is close knit, caring, and has a love for animals just like
she does.

AU S TI N

Age: 15
A boy who puts his heart on the line for other people
Favorite Foods: Strawberries, pizza and fried
chicken
Favorite Pet: Austin would love a water dragon,
although is favorite animal is a dog, specifically
a Pug.
Loves to... listen to Reggae music, ride his bike
with friends, go fishing, play basketball, football
and video games.
Austin is an artistic and talented young man. He
enjoys math and writing in school, and says he
would like to become an architect. Austin is a
loving and respectful friend. He loves hanging out
with family and just having fun! He simply wants
his forever family to “love me for who I am.”

The mission of the
Heart Gallery of Pinellas & Pasco
is to provide an emotionally safe way to
connect children with families
through a traveling exhibit
featuring the faces and stories of
local foster children ready for adoption.
For more information, please visit the
website at www.heartgallerykids.org.
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WEEDON ISLAND Continued from page 1

Weedon Island. The art will provide
recognition to its supporters, both
living and deceased. Since St.
Petersburg has become a top arts destination, FOWI wanted a significant
work that would also be an attraction
destination in addition to what our
local museums and galleries offer.
In Spring of 2013, FOWI commissioned local artist Carrie Jadus to create
an oil painting approximately 6 x 8 feet,
representing the natural beauty and
archaeological history of Weedon
Island. Carrie’s work is noted internationally in both galleries and private
collections. She graduated from Pinellas
County Center for the Arts, traveled
and studied art in Europe, was awarded
a Bachelor’s of Science in Electrical
Engineering from USF, worked as an
engineer… then, returned to her love:
creating art. Carrie is recognized for her
iconic Tampa Bay images, landscapes,
portraits, and murals. She designed
commemorative posters for St.
Petersburg Preservation and Downtown
St. Pete’s Waterfront Parks Centennial.
She maintains a studio in Soft Water
Studio in the Warehouse Arts District.
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In viewing the art of others, Carrie
states, “The works that most impressed
me were those that contained not only
beautiful images or themes, but also a
story. I hope my artwork can be a spark
that ignites the imagination and creates
a place for the viewer to get lost in their
own story.”
Carrie has remained steadfastly
loyal to her vision. The completed
painting will tell you a story and draw
you into the surroundings. This
painting, entitled “A Glimpse
Through the Mangroves,” will help
preserve the good works of FOWI for
now and into the future of the Preserve.
This is an artist’s rendition of what
family life looked like for the Weedon
Island Culture.
The unveiling of this incredible
painting will occur on Thursday
evening, June 19, from 7-9pm in the
Center. We will celebrate the art, artist
and the history. We hope you will join
us. If you would like to become a donor
for this project, please go to fowi.org
and click on “commemorative mural”
for more information, including a
PayPal option. n
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Village. It eventually included a post
office and general store. Abel Miranda
established a “fish rancho” there in
1857, catching primarily mullet and
selling them to Cuba. He was soon
joined by his wife’s brothers, John and
William Bethell, who established their
own mullet ranch at Little Bayou. But
for the most part, Little Bayou and the
area immediately south of it remained
undeveloped and undisturbed until the
1920s. In the mid-1920s, there was a
burst of development in what is now
South St. Petersburg. This included
Lakewood Estates and Golf Course,
and the Pinellas Point neighborhood
known for its pink streets. In 1926, the
Bee Line Ferry was established at what
is now Bay Vista Park, cutting the
travel distance from St. Pete to
Bradenton by 49 miles.
Perhaps anticipating a positive boost
from the greater accessibility created by
the ferry, in that same year Burnette F.
Stevenson undertook the development
of what was to become Bahama Shores.

In addition to the Bahama Shores development
Robert Lyons built the Wedgwood Restaurant
opened in 1946. The restaurant was one of
the finest in South St. Pete.
Courtesy of Michaels Family Collection

Stevenson was from Detroit, where he
was one of the city’s premier builders. In
1926, he established a winter home in
St. Pete, moored his yacht Anona in the
downtown North Yacht Basin, and
founded the Marina Land Company.

At the north end of Bahama Shores, on Little Bayou, is the Westminster Shores Retirement Community. This was originally the site of the
Bahama Beach Hotel and Yacht Club built by Robert Lyons in 1947. One of the architects was William Harvard, Sr., who later went on to
build the bandstand at Williams Park, the Central Library, and the Inverted Pyramid Pier. Some of the original hotel bungalows may be seen in
Courtesy of Richard Brashear of Westminster Shores
the lower left.

The original name for Bahama Shores
was Alta Marina. A unique sales
building with a tower in the Mediterranean Revival/mission-style was built
at the corner of 4th Street and 60th
Avenue South. The plat for Alta Marina
included streets with Spanish names
and anticipated the creation of canals
and small basins abutting Tampa Bay.
Today’s 62nd Avenue South east of 4th
Street was named Gerona Avenue. A
grand entrance to the development was
designated Palma Victoria Boulevard.
This street was 100 feet wide, paved in
brick with a median down the middle.
Today it is 60th Avenue. But, just as the
development got underway the boom
in St. Pete collapsed.
In the 1920s, developers largely
purchased land for home sites and laid
out the streets or grid. They did not
generally undertake the actual
construction of homes. Only two
homes were built in Alta Marina, both
of these in the Mediterranean Revival
style. These homes still stand today.
Their architect was Edgar Ferdon, St.
Petersburg’s first professional architect.
Ferdon came to the city in 1892. His
works include the Crislip Arcade on
Central Avenue and the First Congregational Church on 4th Street North,
now designated as a city landmark. The
development languished throughout
the Depression. In 1941, Paul E.
Lundmark of Chicago and Indianapolis
acquired Alta Marina and began devel-

opment anew. The Bahama Beach
Construction Company was formed,
and the development was renamed
Bahama Beach. Lundmark began
construction of a few high-quality
homes, primarily along 4th Street. But
WWII brought a hiatus to construction

Aerial photo of Bahama Shores development,
marked to show the extent to which the neighborhood was filled in 1947. Image 1946.

and at some point Lundmark sold
Bahama Beach to Robert W. Lyons.
Lyons was originally from Indiana.
Early in his career he served as secretary
to the Secretary of Defense, and for
many years worked as an attorney in
New York for major department stores
such as F.W. Woolworth and J.C. Penny.
He came to St. Pete in the mid-1930s
and originally lived in Driftwood. With

the end of the war, development in the
city began again, stimulated by the GI
housing financing program. The
Bahama Beach Replat Survey document
attested by Lyons and his wife Alma is
dated October 23, 1946. Lyons formed
the Coronada Company to continue
the Bahama Beach development. He
hired William F. Gorman as his agent,
and engaged George C. Buchtenkirk,
apparently from New York, as architect.
Gorman was also involved in the
building of Brightwaters Blvd. on Snell
Isle. Lyons dredged along the bay and
filled about a mile of shoreline to a
height of eight feet above sea level,
claimed to be “the highest major waterfront development on the West Coast
[of Florida].” The project’s tagline was
“Where Tampa Bay Meets the Gulf of
Mexico.” This was somewhat of a
stretch as the bay and the Gulf do not
actually meet until one passes Pinellas
Point further south. Lyons engaged
Henry S. Churchill, a prominent New
York city planner, to design the Bahama
Shores development. Churchill’s
recommendations for the neighborhood
are unknown. Lyons and his wife Alma
moved in to one of the two 1926 homes
that were a part of the original Alta
Marina development.
Lyons’ vision for the development
greatly exceeded that of Stephenson.
In addition to a fine neighborhood,
Lyons also built a hotel and yacht club,
a restaurant, and had an interest in a
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motor lodge. The Bahama Beach Hotel and Yacht
Club was constructed adjacent to Little Bayou in
1947. It was intended as an amenity for residents of
Bahama Shores as well as the general public. The
neighborhood association held its meetings there.
William Harvard and John Dodd were the architects.
Harvard would later go on to design some of the city’s
most notable structures including the Williams’ Park

While most late-1940s Bahama Shores ranch-style homes
were one story, a few had a second story, usually a single
room with bath as is the case here over the garage. Note the
simple horizontal detailing on the exterior wall and chimney
(partially obscured by the tree), the use of spiral grill work for
the balcony, and the tailings on either side of the home making
the structure appear larger. This may have been the first home
built as a part of the Bahama Shores development and used as
a model home.

B. F. Stevenson intended 60th Avenue South as the main
entrance to his development. The street was originally called
Palma Victoria Boulevard, is 100 feet wide, paved in brick,
with a landscaped median down the center.

This photo shows the architectural richness of the Bahama
Shores ranch homes. Note the stepped, flat tile roof, the
massive chimney, the single second story room, iron grill
work on the balcony and front gate, and the low stonework
decorative fence creating a front patio.

Burnette F. Stevenson undertook the development of Bahama Shores in 1926. Only he called the development Alta Marina, gave
the streets Spanish names, and envisioned a Grand Canal and small yacht basins as shown in this highly symmetrical plan. After
two homes were built the development came to a halt as the real estate market dried up. Building would not get underway again
until just before the beginning of WWII. The name of the development changed to Bahama Beach and then to Bahama Shores.

bandstand, the Central Library, and the Inverted
Pyramid Pier. The hotel was composed of small
bungalows totaling 120 rooms, many of which are still
standing. There were also a swimming pool, tennis
courts, and four docks extending 100 feet into the
bayou – “enough to accommodate 80 yachts.” While
the hotel was connected to the neighborhood, the
motor lodge and restaurant were some distance away
at 4th Street and 18th Avenue South near Bartlett
Park. There the El Rancho Motor Lodge and the
Wedgwood Restaurant were constructed. William
Harvard was also an architect for El Rancho. While
George Buchtenkirk designed most of the early homes
in Bahama Shores, Harvard also designed two, one of
which he planned to live in himself but never did.
The Wedgwood restaurant was opened in 1946.
The author A. Wynelle Deese in her book St.
Petersburg Florida: A Visual History described the
restaurant as canopied by huge trees. The dining room
was shrouded with exotic flowering plants and trees.
There was an aviary of colorful and melodious birds
that shared the dining room with patrons. The
restaurant claimed to have the world’s best apple pie,
and the restaurant was recommended by the celebrated
chef Duncan Hines. The restaurant also claimed to
have the world’s largest collection of antique
Wedgwood ceramics on display for free – hence its

name. Whether the restaurant was an independent
venture of Robert Lyons, or seen as a way also to
positively impact his Bahama Beach development is
uncertain. It was one of the first major restaurants
located in South St. Pete.
Aside from its waterside location, Bahama Shores’
most distinctive feature is its architecture. Lyons’
architect designed unique early ranch-style homes
on a grand scale, many of which remain with little
change. Lot sizes were large, a minimum of 100 feet
long and wide, with waterfront lots having a depth
of 200 feet. The original homes were designed to be
of the “low, rambling, ranch-type,” and have a very
distinctive appearance. They are solid and well-built,
with little decoration. The living area is separate from
the private bedroom areas and the garage is usually
attached. Most are one story, with a light stucco
exterior. Typically the garage and public rooms are
on one side of the house, and the bedrooms and
private areas on the other. The original roofs were of
stepped flat tile and usually gable in shape, and
overhang. There were porches and patio areas to
provide space to enjoy the outdoors. Many of these
have since been enclosed. Other features include
high ceilings, some curved, and numerous large
windows to facilitate cooling during the summer.
Continued on page 34
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There was no air conditioning when
the homes were built. Also, there are
massive chimneys, simple horizontal,
decorative exterior work, and spiralshaped ornamental iron work. Several
homes have exterior port-hole or circle
decoration. Interior features include
hard-wood, parquet, red tile, and
marble floors, cedar closets, ample
closet space, and fireplaces. Many
homes include outside small walls
creating courtyards and decorative
tailings coming off the exterior walls.
While the homes have many of these
features in common, it is hard to find
any two that are exactly alike. Early
large ranch-style homes are Bahama
Shores’ signature architecture, but
other styles have also appeared over the
years. These include some modern,
Spanish, prairie, and of course the everpopular Mediterranean Revival.
The neighborhood’s name Bahama
Beach changed to Bahama Shores
when Lyons acquired the development.
Legal descriptions of the neighborhood
still carry the name Bahama Beach.
Every once in a while, a tourist using a
GPS will still show up and ask where
the beach is. There is none. While 60th
Avenue was intended as the main
street, Bahama Shores Drive paralleling
the bay has since overshadowed it. An
eight-acre public nature preserve abuts
Little Bayou on the north. The Bahama
Shores Neighborhood Association is
one of the oldest in the city, dating from
1948. The association owns a small
park overlooking the bay near the end
of 58th Avenue South. Dolphins can
often be seen swimming the shoreline
from the park. Dolphins, rather than a
beach, are the adopted logo of the
neighborhood and are found on its
street signs. Over the years, the neighborhood’s foliage has matured and is
now lush with many pine, oak, banyan,
poinciana, and kapok trees. Fourth
Street has been landscaped with Royal
Palms and hedges.

May/June 2014

In 1949 Lyons died suddenly of a
heart attack while staying in the Willard
Hotel in Washington, D. C. He was 53.
After his death his considerable interests
in Bahama Shores were put up for
auction. At the time this included 19
unsold homes and 54 lots. Bahama

Bahama Shores Haven and later Sunny
Shores Villas. In 1991 the complex
became affiliated with Presbyterian
Retirement Communities and the name
was changed to Westminster Shores.
The retirement community plays an
active role in the neighborhood, and the

Home of Bahama Shores architect George C. Buchtenkirk as it appeared in 1947. There is a
small room attached to the rear of the garage. Bedrooms and private areas are to the left, and
public areas to the right. The roof is stepped, flat tile, with a massive chimney. Note the planters.

Architect George C. Buchtenkirk’s home as it appears today. The home is a classic Bahama
Shores ranch-style home and abuts Tampa Bay.

Shores’ development was again derailed
and growth thereafter continued at a
much slower pace. In 1954 the hotel
and yacht club was acquired by the
Methodist Church and converted into
a retirement community, initially called

neighborhood association holds its
meetings there. In 1984 the movie
Cocoon, directed by Ron Howard, and
starring Maureen Stapleton, Don
Ameche, and Tyrone Power, Jr., among,
others, was filmed in part at Sunny
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Shores Retirement Community and the
Bahama Shores neighborhood.
Residents of Bahama Shores have often
taken an active part in the city’s civic
life over the years. Some of these include
city manager Ross Windom, state legislator Bob Melby, city councilmen Ray
Dugan and Larry Williams, city
councilman and county commissioner
Bob Stewart, Eckerd College president
Peter Armacost, real estate entrepreneur
Mark Mahaffey, civil rights and environmental leader Winnie Foster, and Florida
Orchestra Conductor Stefan Sanderling.
Bahama Shores Association president
Jeff Kusek says, “Bahama Shores is a
vibrant little neighborhood with many
generations of families making their
home in this picturesque setting. This is
truly a beautiful hidden gem on the
southeast point of St. Petersburg.”
Bahama Shores continues to be one of
our city’s finest neighborhoods. n
Resources used in this article include Ray
Arsenault, St. Petersburg and the Florida
Dream: 1888-1950 (1988/1996); A. Wynelle
Deese, St. Petersburg Florida: A Visual
History (2006); Karl H. Grismer, The Story
of St. Petersburg (1948); Evening
Independent, various including Jan. 29,
1941, Feb. 21, 1942, Aug. 13, 1948; St.
Petersburg Architecture and Associated Industries, Featuring Bahama Beach (1947);
Tampa Bay Times (St. Petersburg Times),
various including, Feb. 22, 1942, Dec. 14,
1945, Jan. 31, 1946, July 4, 1947, July 2,
1947, Nov. 9, 1947, Sept. 4, 1948, Feb. 4,
1949, March 6, 1949, March 25, 1949,
March 26, 1949; special thanks to Richard
Brashear of Westminster Shores Retirement
Community for his history and photos of the
community, and to Bahama Shores residents
Sue Riggins, John Fox, and Catherine Belcher
for their assistance with this history.
Will Michaels has served executive director and
trustee of the St. Petersburg Museum of
History, vice-president of the Carter G.
Woodson Museum of African American
History, president of St. Petersburg Preservation, and co-chair of the Tony Jannus
Distinguished Aviation Society. He is the author
of The Making of St. Petersburg. He may be
reached at 727-420-9195.
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1) lamp house, 236 9th Avenue NE; 2) firetruck, Shore Acres, 1651 Bayou Grande; 3) Zs and Mary, 175 26th Avenue; 4) butterscotch house, 236 14th Avenue; 5) fountain,Whispering Waters Apartments,
1000 N Shore Drive NE; 6) cow spots, Old Farmers Creamery, 4th and 26th; 7) red shutters, 136 26th Avenue; 8) Holiday Motel, 4th St; 9) colored glass, Wm. Gordon House Apartments, 1100 Beach Drive NE
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Photos by Brent Johnston
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A R OU ND TH E BLO C K
Canterbury Cup

Canterbury School of Florida held its 7th
annual public fishing tournament, the
Canterbury Cup, on April 12. This tournament
honors Canterbury’s support of the establishment
of marine protected areas (MPAs) and the
conservation of precious marine resources. This
tournament is catch-and-release, and every
effort is made to ensure the safe, live release of
fish. Canterbury is excited to share that this
year’s tournament was the most successful yet
with record breaking funds raised for the
Cousteau Center for Marine Studies and the
Marine Studies Programs’ conservation efforts.
The winners are...
Team Hogfish: Shane Brown (30” redfish,
Coach Taylor (19” seatrout), Mr. McGourin
(30” snook)
Youth: 1st place Taylor Brown (26.75” Redfish),
2nd place Devyn Pickel (23.25” Redfish), 3rd
place Henry Carlson (20” Mackerel)
Junior: 1st place Hunter Anderson (25” Snook),
2nd place Anthony Boggini (23.75” Redfish),
3rd place Nick Waltman (22.5” Trout)
Adult Snook: 1st place Rodney Rohrs (34.25”),
2nd place Tina Pickel (26.25”), 3rd place Gavin
McLay (26”)
Adult Redfish: 1st place Tom Campbell (28.5”),
2nd place Brian Schmitt (28”), 3rd place Dan
Redmond (26”)
Adult Trout: 1st place Tom Campbell (25.25”),
2nd place Michael Moorefield (21.75”), 3rd
place Josh Burke (20.25”)
The tournament awards party was held at the
St. Petersburg Yacht Club at the Snell Isle
Marina. Families enjoyed water slides, live
music, food, snow cones and raffles. All proceeds
benefit Canterbury’s Marine Studies program.
For more info, visit www.canterburyflorida.
org/canterburycup. More photos can be found
in a slideshow at www.canterburyflorida.org/
cf_media/index.cfm?cat=118.

Canterbury Director of Marine Studies Jenna Cummings
with Team Hogfish winners Michael McGourin, Joe
Taylor, Shane Brown and Taylor Brown

In 2012, Pierre-Yves Cousteau, son of legendary
ocean explorer Jacques Cousteau, was so impressed
by Canterbury’s Marine Studies program that he
chose the school as the first Cousteau Divers
partner school in the world. Cousteau Divers is
an international not-for-profit organization
fostering marine conservation and working
toward the establishment of marine protected
areas while promoting scientific programs that
monitor and conserve marine biodiversity around
the world. Canterbury students catalog and track
biodiversity in the Gulf of Mexico, create wildlife
guide books for the Gulf, and monitor water
quality through data loggers. n
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ATTRACTIVE
—
SENSIBLE
—
LANDSCAPING
Call for Ideas and Free Estimate

flatwoodslandscaping.com
727-278-6811
Save Time and Money,
and Enjoy Your Yard With
New Low-maintenance Landscaping,
Walkways, Patios and Lighting
––––––––––––––
Serving Pinellas County Since 1983
––––––––––––––
Florida Native Plant Society
Award Winner

SPECIALIZING IN: Native Plants • Xeriscaping • Low-voltage lighting • Drip irrigation

A R O UN D T HE BL OC K
BLUE Ocean Festival
The BLUE Ocean Film
Festival will take place in
St. Petersburg, for the first
time November 3-9, 2014
at the Hilton Bayfront.
BLUE is held annually and combines an
international film festival with a conservation
summit and film/media industry conference.
The host city alternates annually, between a
selected U.S. city (St. Petersburg 2014) and a
European city (Monaco 2015).
BLUE attracts more than 20,000 attendees
during its eight day run, including recognized
leaders and legends in ocean conservation and
film. At the heart of the Festival is an international film competition that screens more than
100 ocean films in more than 20 different award
categories.
Professional and amateur filmmakers were
encouraged to submit entries by April 28, 2014.
Films may be entered in 22 categories, including
animation, conservation, innovation, foreign
language, marine sciences, and the Tampa Bay
k-12 category. Complete rules and information
are available at www.blueoceanfilmfestival.org/
film_festival_film_competition.htm.
The St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership
and the University of South Florida St.
Petersburg worked collaboratively to bring the
festival to St. Petersburg. BLUE’s event team is
headquartered in downtown St. Petersburg with
planning activities taking place throughout
Tampa Bay. www.blueoceanfilmfestival.org
*****

New Outdoor Market
Now in Midtown

A D V E RT I S E i n t h e
N O RT H E A S T J O U R N A L
Contact Susan at
727. 259.3149 or
advertise@
northeastjournal
.org

On April 6, Deuces Live, a Florida Main
Street Community, welcomed the Deuces Live
Sunday Market every Sunday on 22nd Street S
and Ninth Avenue from 1 to 6pm.
The market features live entertainment
every week and a unique array of vendors offering
home baked goods, fresh produce, fruit, flowers,
plants, seafood and meats, arts and fine crafts,
gifts, baskets, and more. Rain or shine, and all
year long, the new Deuces Live Sunday Market
will become a shopping and economic opportunity in Midtown for the entire community.
“We welcome the new Deuces Live Sunday
Market, a new weekly tradition in Midtown,”
said Mayor Rick Kriseman.
Vendor booths are now available at a low
rate of $60 for four weeks. Vendors are required
to register and provide their own tent. To become
a vendor, or for more information, please contact
Veatrice Farrell, Deuces Live Main Street
Program, deuceslivestpetemainstreet@gmail.
com or 727-433-8237.
*****

Every Wednesday
One Million Cups
The Greenhouse
(formerly Business Assistance Center)
8:30 to 10 am
www.stpetegreenhouse.org
Evening Paddle Board Social
Spa Beach
6 to 7:30 pm
727-510-1921

