
Marine Discovery Center
at Our New Pier

Will Michaels

The new City Pier Working Group (task 
force) has completed its report on 
functions for a new Pier. One of the best 

ideas recommended by the Working Group is the 
inclusion of a Marine Discovery Center. 
Specifically, the City Pier Working Group 
recommended as a ‘required element’ that the 
City engage the Ocean Team to further develop 
an environmental educational element and 
‘potential interactive marine discovery center.’ 
The report also states, “Designs must consider 
the unique water and environmental conditions 
of the [Pier] site and the opportunity to enhance 
the public’s awareness of the Gulf of Mexico with 
a focus on the Tampa Bay Estuary.” 

The Pier has served as St. Petersburg’s principal 
architectural symbol since the Million Dollar Pier 
was built in 1926, followed by the Inverted 
Pyramid. Ideally, the New Pier will reflect our 
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Halloween spirit and enthusiasm shine brightly in the Old Northeast.

Sublime Melody 
Ashleigh Powers

As a musician strings through the notes, we are pulled into 
the music. They begin to string us along like the notes 
they play. We float away to another place, soaking in the 

melody hitting our ears. As it kisses our ears, our feet begin to 
tap and our bodies begin to sway. We’re losing all thoughts, living 
in the moment and enjoying what we hear. While in the moment, 
we don’t think of how long the musician practiced, how many 
nights they may not have slept, how many years they have worked 
on their skill… we just enjoy the now.

Nate Najar calls himself “an orange.” Born and raised in St. 
Petersburg, he is a Florida native who strings the audience to a new 
moment. Nate is a musician in various capacities. Specializing in 
classical guitar, Nate is also a writer, composer, performer, engineer, 
has scored a documentary, and works in record production. His 
love for music began at a young age. Every Saturday, Nate and his 
brother would run into their parents’ room begging to go to Disney. 
Nate says that “back then – because now we are old – everything 
that happened at Disney, a live band was at every single show. You 

know, now you go to Disney and it’s either tracks, prerecorded, or 
a keyboard, but there is not a live band. Back in the day, there was 
a band. I usually couldn’t care less about the show, but I always 
watched the guitar and said, ‘wow, I want to do that.’” After begging 
for many years for a guitar, it finally came for Christmas one year.

But Nate wasn’t a rock star the instant he picked up the guitar. 
Oh no, he just looked the part. Nate describes his first time in 
the spot light: “I remember my very first recital, I was terrible. It 
was so bad. I was wearing a polka-dot shirt. I had more hairspray 
in my hair than a 1980’s rock concert and I couldn’t play. I wasn’t 
practicing... I mean I would pick the thing up and screw around 
with it.”

It wasn’t until high school that Nate began to get serious with 
his music. Instead of just applying the hairspray, he applied the 
dedication to perfecting his craft. Growing up in St. Petersburg 
helped influence his musical career. “What is really nice is that 
we have a lot of really spectacular talent here in town,” Nate 
said. Having the ability to surround himself with such raw talent 
shaped his future.

“I always say that John Lamb is the greatest thing that ever 
happened to me. John is one of the finest jazz bass players who 
has ever lived… John has lived here for quite some time. We 
became friends years ago. Having him here, spending time with 
him, listening and playing music with him was one of the best 
things that has ever happened to me.” Nate’s dear friend John, 
who was a member of the Duke Ellington Orchestra, is an 
American jazz bass player.

St. Pete native Nate Najar shares his love of music and an enviable talent.

Sara W. Hopkins

I had been informed... I had even been warned. 
But none of the descriptions about Halloween 
in the Old Northeast truly did my first actual 

experience of it any justice. Neighbors telling 
me they gave away over 3,000 pieces of candy 
before 9pm – I had just smiled, made the 
appropriate impressed reaction, and assumed 
they had their zeros wrong. Nobody could give 
away that much candy – that would not only 
cost a fortune, it would require a constant stream 

Halloween Magic, 
Tradition, and Hospitality

of delivery, not the usual Halloween doorbell, 
grab the bowl,  greet some kids, close the door 
routine. Surely, it was impossible. 

It’s been four years since my first Halloween 
in the Old Northeast... that day when I could 
barely get through the street to park in my 
driveway before the street was closed off... the 
day when I offered up a million thankful prayers 
that I had gone crazy on candy buying, just in 
case, as the 2,500 pieces I bought had all been 
distributed by 8:15... the day when I thankfully 
had the whole family in town to act as that 
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Ocean Film Festival moves from Monterey to St. Pete.
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A Look Back
I just pulled out a copy of the very first Northeast Journal published 10 

years ago this month! I wanted to see what has changed and what has 
remained the same. I must admit, while it was very professionally produced 
(after all, I had 10 years’ experience publishing similar papers in Vermont), 
it had a very immature look to it. The photos were all fairly small; we had 
many black-and-white ads and much of the content was also black and 
white which gave it an almost old-fashioned look; the stories were more 
“lifestyle” in focus vs. the “giving back” theme we try to infuse throughout 
today, and the giant size (11”w x 15”h) now feels daunting compared to 
our slimmer, sleeker look. 

What I cannot believe is that I wrote almost all of the articles!  I’m sure 
we would not be celebrating our 10th anniversary (nor would I have 
celebrated my 50th birthday this year) had I continued writing that often. 
Thank goodness we have such a fabulous family of contributors now. 
Their individual styles, personalities, and passions shine through each 
article they write. They put their hearts and souls into their work, and we, 
the reader, are the happy beneficiary of such uplifting stuff!

We’ve never asked you formally, but is there anything you would like 
us to add or change or retire over the next 10 years? We’ve never done 
a survey of what people really want; we just try to stay in touch with the 
community to have a feel for what is going on while maintaining our focus 
on featuring only the “good people, good places, and good things 
happening.” Please, let us know what you think!

On a final note, I would like to say a special thank you to the following 
contributors who have been involved with the Journal since the first issue: 
Will Michaels, our history writer; John Gee, our columnist; Rick Carson, 
the HONNA page editor (the first person I ran by the idea of starting this 
labor of love); Jamie Mayo of Wife For Hire for jumping on board and 
helping in any way necessary to get the job done and who is now the 
distribution manager; Sushi Rock Grill who has advertised off and on 
since issue one; Smith and Associates Realtors for their continued 
presence; Northstar Realty (although they did not advertise in the first 
issue, they have advertised in every issue since then); and especially 
Sekas Custom Pools for being the only advertiser to have been in every 
issue since day one! 

Thank you all for a fabulous decade!
Onward... with much appreciation,  
Jen

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Find us at www.northeastjournal.org

The Northeast Journal is an independently owned publication. Copyright © 2014. All rights reserved.
No part of this paper may be reproduced without express written permission from the publisher.
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Libraries

John Gee

When I was a kid I had to spend 
a month in the hospital. In the 
pre “child self-esteem” days of 

the 1950s, there was little concern about 
my comfort, so I was stuck in a room with 
nothing to entertain me except Mad 
Magazine and a window that looked out 
over a parking lot. There was no television 
in the room, but that was okay because 
1950s’ TV offered little to watch anyway. 
Left with nothing else to do, I had to resort 
to reading to keep the dullness of the days 

from driving me insane. Ironically, this 
was the best month of my young life, 
because reading The Hardy Boys books 
took me away from the antiseptic hospital 
room into a world of adventure and 
excitement and turned me into a reader. 

My reading material has changed 
since then, but not my love of books. 
This affection has also made me a fan of 
libraries, and I have discovered that you 
can tell a lot about a town by how well 
it provides library services. Rarely does 
a town of any size renege on its respon-
sibility to provide  library services, either 
in a public building or sometimes in a 
bookmobile or even a boat. Regardless 
of what type of library is provided, people 
need libraries and libraries need people, 
and how a community offers this service 
says a lot about a town’s commitment to 
learning.

I go to libraries to read for the same 
reason I go to a restaurant to eat and 
drink. It’s easy to fix a meal at home and 
you don’t really have to leave your own 
house to eat. People go to restaurants for 
the pleasure of being away from familiar 
surroundings and going to interesting 
places that offer a different perspective. 
Libraries provide the same experience 
for the reader. You can read at home, but 
sometimes it pays to get out of the house 
and enjoy a different atmosphere and see 
things in a new light. There are many 

libraries sprinkled around the county, 
but three libraries close to the ONE 
deserve a visit.
st. Petersburg library 

The central library on 9th Ave is a bit 
out of the way and its bland 1960s’ 
exterior doesn’t exactly invite you inside. 
It does have some comfortable chairs in 
the back that look out on a park and lake, 
but they are not always available. During 
peak hours, the noise level is high, but 
there are some pleasant places to relax 
and read in this heavily used library. A lot 
of computers and databases make this a 
great place for research.
Mirror lake library

This is a classic Carnegie library 
located at the edge of our neighborhood. 
It’s what a public library should look like, 
and it offers some pleasant and comfortable 
reading areas. It has a fun children’s 
section and it is close to the park so you 
can take a break, go find a bench, and 
relax under a tree. Its proximity to our 
downtown makes it easy to go out and buy 
lunch or coffee if you are so inclined. Well 
worth a visit.
usF st. Pete library

This is the best place to relax and read 
in our area. The first floor’s wide open 
design makes for a calm and inviting space 
with many comfortable chairs spread out 
to make it impossible not to find a perfect 
reading place. Bookshelves make the 

upstairs floors a little cramped, but you can 
always find a quiet place to sit and read. 
The main reason this library is so perfect 
is its location, location, location. It offers 
beautiful views of the bay and marina, and 
you can sit and look through the more-
than-generous windows, watch the boats, 
look at the sky, and just enjoy the silence 
and scenery. If you get thirsty or hungry, 
there is an on-campus cafe/bar a few steps 
from the entrance. This is a college library 
so it can get busy just before midterms and 
finals, and only students can check out 
books and use the computers, but its quiet 
and beautiful location makes up for this 
inconvenience. 

Fellow readers, we all know what a 
pleasure it is to sit in our comfy home and 
read to our heart’s content. But every 
once in a while it is fun to grab your book 
and go to a library and spend an afternoon. 
You can put down your book and browse 
the bookshelves, read an interesting 
magazine, use the computers and 
databases for research, find out about 
volunteer programs, rent a movie, buy a 
used book, or discover the educational 
programs libraries offer. The best thing 
you could do is take your children or 
grandchildren with you, and open their 
eyes the fun of reading without having to 
make them learn the way I had to. See 
you at the library. n

JOURNAL ENTRY
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Linda Dobbs

What to do when you retire? 
Ummm... go to the oldest 
roadside attraction in the 

United States and become a docent! 
Really? Yes, that’s what one Old 
Northeast resident did! And, not in an 
air-conditioned museum; no, this 

dedicated soul went straight to our 
beloved Sunken Gardens to volunteer.

Susan Rebillot, who has lived in St. 
Petersburg since she was 10 years old, 
has always loved gardening. It was in the 
family, after all. Her grandfather from 
Italy was a farmer and her grandmother 
from France grew roses and other flowers 
in New Hampshire. So, when Susan 
found her days open (when she was not 
tending her own garden), she signed up 
for the docent training class at Sunken 
Gardens and in five weeks became one 
of seven volunteer docents.

She led an impromptu tour in the last 
week of August as we gathered to take 
photos. Can you imagine? Yes, there 
were quite a few people who came out 

Then, there are the weeding volun-
teers. Yes... people actually go to the 
gardens once a week to help with the 
weeding (under supervision, just in 
case). Those are probably people who 
live in condos – the rest of us are too 
busy weeding our own yards! 

Or, you can volunteer in the gift 
shop, or fertilizing and watering the 

to tour the gardens in spite of the hot 
weather, and they loved having a person 
so enthusiastic and knowledgeable. 
Garden specialist Bill Ryland (the 
“boss” of all the volunteers) accom-
panied us on our tour and divulged more 
secrets and special tidbits.

Susan especially loves leading the 
children’s groups, ages 5 years to adoles-
cents. Why? She laughingly reveals, 
“Because kids have a lot of curiosity and 
are excited to be there!” If you haven’t 
been to Sunken Gardens, then you can’t 
imagine the possibility of a secret, shady, 
quiet (except for the occasional Kooka-
burras), lush, green, romantic, majestic, 
awe-inspiring tropical oasis right here 
on 4th Street. Even in August!

After her docent course in January, 
Susan led her first tour in February – 
she was that excited! Since then, she 
has lead one tour a week, sometimes 
two, and loves to tailor-make the tour 
to suit the tastes of the group. For 
instance, the children love to know 
how to propagate plants, the purpose 
of stems, leaves, and such.

Susan points out that the camellias 
have just been restored this year and 
were exceptionally beautiful in February 
and March. Didn’t know camellias 
could grow here? Well, some can with 
the right care! How about the multi-
colored bark of the rare Rainbow 
Eucalyptus tree? It’s really rare and it’s 
really spectacular and it’s here in 
Sunken Gardens!

If you think you might be interested 
in being a part of the “in” group at the 
Gardens, then you have many choices. 
The docent classes are usually twice a 
year with at least eight people. The 
two-hour classes are once a week for five 
weeks, led by Bill Ryland. It is followed 
by a practice tour with Sunken Gardens 
horticulturalist and supervisor, Bill 
O’Grady, who knows the Latin names 
of everything. Oh, my!

orchids once a week, or feeding and 
watering the exotic birds and cleaning 
their cages. The nice thing is it is all 
very flexible! As Bill Ryland says, “We 
appreciate the volunteers so much that 
we need to give them some freedom.”

Of course, there is the Flamingos 
Forever Fund, too. Sunken Gardens 
Volunteer of the Year, Robin Reed, of 

Love Dirt? Flowers? Birds? Gardens? Outdoors?
Sharing All of Those? Sunken Gardens Awaits You!

GOODNESS InDEED



NORTHEAST JOURNAL September/October 2014 Page 11

the Old Northeast, has spearheaded the 
drive to replace the flamingo population 
(see story in NEJ July/August 2014). 
Only George and Lucy remain of the 
original large flock, and they are old and 
want a family! So far, the volunteers 
have raised $10,000!

Robin has also assisted in the grant 
application for a Sunken Gardens 
Master Plan from the National Park 
Service and in the past helped publish 
the book Views from the Vinoy as well 
as the Sunken Gardens Plant Guide.

In addition, Garden volunteers have 
also helped raise money and assisted at 
the Orchid Festival, the Green Thumb 
Festival, Marion’s Fundraisers, and the 

St. Pete Pride Festival. According to 
Bill Ryland, volunteers have worked 
over 350 hours from April to July, and 
have done 45 guided tours with more 
than 850 attendees! 

There is also a need for speakers (off 
site), greeters (direct visitors/parking at 
weddings and parties), and helpers for 
special events on weekends. So, you 
don’t have to dig in the dirt or know all 
the Latin names of plants to help out. 
There is something for everyone who 
appreciates our special “Eden.”

You can sign up online at www.
sunkengardens.org, or go to the Gardens 
(1825 4th St. N) in person. See you 
there! n
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Larry 
West

Beach Drive NE

Kristie 
Galloway

Oklahoma Avenue NE

Rosemary 
Romero

 21st Avenue NE

If you had your own talk show, who would be your 
first three guests? 
Katherine Hepburn (if she were alive), Ellen 
Degeneres, Prince William and Kate

Your favorite unusual food combination is? 
Macaroni and cheese with vinegar splashed over it

Favorite quote:  
Life’s short, order dessert first!

If you could be invisible for one day, where would 
you be? 
The White House.  I’d like to know what really 
goes on. 

If you were stranded on a deserted island with one 
book, what would it be? 
A Readers Digest condensed book… 
you get 4 books in 1!

You have to wear a t-shirt with one word on it for 
the rest of your life. Which word do you choose? 
Breathe!

What Disney character would you be and why?  
Minnie, cause she loves her man.

Would you rather plan a party or attend one?  
Plan one

Tell about a collection you have now. 
Tea pots

What is your first thought in the morning? 
Thank you for today, God, and let me be a blessing 
to someone.

If you could erase one day in history, which would 
it be?  
The day Hitler was born

What song most describes your life right now?  
Amazing Grace

What is your biggest fear or phobia?  
Flying

What is your favorite smell? 
Bread baking

If you were elected mayor of this city, what would 
be your first improvement?  
Taking out the bike lane going the opposite way on 
1st Street between 9th Avenue and 22 Avenue

What is your favorite restaurant? 
So many, but Habana Café in Gulfport is right up 
there!

Downton Abbey, House of Cards or neither? 
Downton Abbey!

Name a favorite sound, past or present?  
Laughter

What do you love most about living in this country?  
The freedom to come and go when and where I 
want, and the freedom to worship as I please.  
(Sorry, I had to name 2)

If you could have one super-human power, what 
would it be?  
To heal

If you had your own talk show, who would be your 
first three guests?
Michelle Obama, Caroline Kennedy, and Chelsea 
Handler

Your favorite unusual food combination is? 
Peanut butter and honey mixed in a bowl

Favorite quote: 
Every saint has a past, ever sinner has a future.

If you could be invisible for one day, where would 
you be? 
At school with my kids

If you were stranded on a deserted island with one 
book, what would it be? 
How to Survive on a Deserted Island by Tim O’Shei

You have to wear a t-shirt with one word on it for 
the rest of your life. Which word do you choose?  
Yes

What Disney character would you be and why?  
I’d be Mulan because she was unstoppable and brave.

Would you rather plan a party or attend one?  
Plan one

Tell about a collection you have now. 
I have a small collection of rosaries.

What is your first thought in the morning?  
How much more time can I sleep and still make it 
to work on time?

If you could erase one day in history, which would 
it be?  
Hitler’s birth

What song most describes your life right now?  
I’m On A Plain by Nirvana

What is your biggest fear or phobia?  
Something happening to one of my children

What is your favorite smell?  
Jasmine

If you were elected mayor of this city, what would 
be your first improvement? 
Re-open the Pier 

What is your favorite restaurant?  
Hooks

Downton Abbey, House of Cards or neither?  
Both, actually. Love them!

Name a favorite sound, past or present?  
A favorite (not the favorite) is the sound of an 
infant crying. That super mad cry they do – I don’t 
know why, but it always makes me laugh. Babies 
get mad.

What do you love most about living in this country?  
The way we come together when we need to 

If you could have one super-human power, what 
would it be?  
To fly

If you had your own talk show, who would be your 
first three guests? 
Morgan Freeman; the new Metropolitan Museum 
director; and Putin (after 3+ vodkas)

Your favorite unusual food combination is? 
Pizza, no cheese.

Favorite quote: 
“A woman is the only thing I am afraid of that I 
know will not hurt me.” Abraham Lincoln

If you could be invisible for one day, where would 
you be? 
Rome, so I could skip the lines at the Sistine 
Chapel and Uffizi.

If you were stranded on a deserted island with one 
book, what would it be?
One called How to Survive on a Desert Island

What character would you be and why? 
Either Ratatouille the Chef or… The Mad Hatter!

Would you rather plan a party or attend one?  
Plan and execute, to control the mix of art/culture, 
and nerds. We do many. Works well. 

Tell about a collection you have now.
I am a 19th-century photo-historian, collector, and 
museum exhibitor. 1845-1935 vintage photo-objects, 
photo-jewelry, and images. Soon: three exhibitions, 
the Museum of Fine Arts. Plus one for Black 
History Month at Museum of History. Come see us!

What is your first thought in the morning?  
Write down what I learned from dreaming, on what 
is due next. Works well.

If you could erase one day in history, which would 
it be?
Needs to be two... the days two were killed before 
they finalized contributions: JFK and Lincoln.

What is your biggest fear or phobia?
Water comes up, swallows museums, downtown, and 
wildlife. Even New York is unsure how to proceed.

What is your favorite smell?
The deep inside of 19th century photo-objects 
(jewelry boxes). Real, smacks of history, and maybe 
even water damage. Maybe I should have been a 
fragrance industry “nose”rather than an M&A guy.

If you were elected mayor of this city, what would 
be your first improvement?
Remove the Pier building; retain a flat pier. Use it 
solely for walking, fishing, etc. Give it back to who 
rightly owns it: nature. Then stop no-roof downtown 
bands after 11pm!

What is your favorite restaurant?
Birchwood: for appetizers. The parade there is getting 
like South Beach, and Second Ave Manhattan.

Name a favorite sound, past or present? 
Crows cawing for food at the back door. They are 
personable.

If you could have one super-human power, what 
would it be?
Raise $50M; set up/operate Free Food St. Pete: 
mobile cold storage trucks; cooked (roasts/turkey/
chicken); plus fresh veggies/fruits. To hungry 
people, in their neighborhoods.
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candy distributing army... the day we 
walked down the street to see a show 
on scaffolding with fire jugglers and 
acrobats. That day I finally 
understood.

This Old Northeast occasion is 
unlike anything words can describe. 
Pictures don’t really do it justice either, 
just like anyone will tell you as they 
peruse their neighbor’s Mardi Gras 
photos and say in bored tones, “Yeah, 
wow, that’s amazing, it must have been 
pretty wild.” It all means nothing until 
the experience hits you full in the face, 

wallops the senses, and thwarts your 
concept of reality.

Just like an authentic Mardi Gras 
experience, that first Halloween was 
also my introduction to the 
non-emergency police phone number. 
After rooting out the guys urinating in 

our bushes, after the last stragglers 
stumbled through, after the last drunk 
man came up on the porch and tried to 
trick-or-treat for a beer, the stale taste 
set in, as did clean up. As I went along 
the property, fishing out beer cans and 
wrappers from the lawn, bushes, and 
swimming pool, I felt that the day after 
Halloween was another kind of neigh-
borly bonding experience. I looked up 
and saw four of my neighbors doing the 
exact same thing. Then, I noticed with 
a pang, several of my decorations had 
been stolen. 

barely hold his head up. The intensity 
of this child’s embarrassment was 
etched into his face as his hands 
strangled the frayed handle of his plastic 
Winn Dixie bag. 

As I began foraging the house, not 
for beer of course, but for whatever 
sweets I had left (this was long after the 
“no more candy” sign had been posted), 
I found myself wondering how we could 
return to (slightly) simpler Halloween 
times, with less guests and more neigh-
borhood-only locals. But I have to 
admit, after returning triumphantly to 

Plenty of my neighbors were already 
experiencing burnout that first year I 
was in town. Some of them had 
sustained actual damage over the years, 
others didn’t want to spend the money 
and then clean up the mess, still others 
just didn’t like the holiday and always 
watched cautiously for the inevitable 
few revelers who got a bit too carried 
away. It’s a challenge, I realized, to 
balance the neighborhood sweetness of 
it with the non-neighborhood guests, 
most of whom are perfectly lovely, but 
some of whom leave a very lasting 
impression.

Take the man who forced his 
painfully shy son, in a cheap, too-small 
Superman outfit, to approach us long 
after 10pm, as we cleaned up the porch, 
and tried to trick-or-treat for a can of 
beer for that charmer of a dad. His 
father’s eyes were glassy – he could 

HALLOWEEN  Continued from page 1
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the porch to fill that frayed Winn Dixie bag to the 
brim, and watching the slightly chubby, sweaty, and 
sweet Superman’s face light up like a moonbeam – that 
made me forget that thought. And that was what 
mattered, after all – the kid who goes home happy.

Let’s face it – in Halloween terms, the Old 
Northeast is the neighborhood with the big candy 
bars. This is the code by which every clever child 
measures the efficiency of a trick-or-treating voyage. 
Having grown up in the Midwest, I tried to trick-or-
treat whenever possible in the neighborhood around 
our town’s country club, and I was once one of those 
neighborhood visitors, too. And you know what – 
that’s probably why Halloween is my favorite holiday. 
The whole town made it special, memorable, generous 
– and fun.

While it does sometimes cause a flash of panic to 
see the mob of bedecked, bedazzled, small and large 
humans streaming down our streets on Halloween, I 
have to say how proud I am of the generosity the 

residents of the Old Northeast display 
to everyone on this special night. Not 
just generosity in big candy bars, but 
the time dedicated to the festivities, 
the decorations, the live enter-
tainment, the cotton candy, the 
costumes, the characters. It takes a 
village to make an experience so 
magical, and it takes a resilient 
community to repeat it year after year, 
despite the clean up, the non-emergency 
police calls, the stolen decorations, and 
the few irresponsible adults. To create 
the sense of childlike wonder at any 
age – that’s preserving the spirit of 
Halloween. And it’s obvious that the 
residents of the Old Northeast know a thing or two 
about preservation. 

So this year, do me a favor... if you happen to see 
a painfully shy boy in an ill-fitting costume, clutching 

a fraying grocery bag in 
sweaty hands, give him an 
extra big smile for me. 

the DeFiNitive 
guiDe to WiNNiNg 
the halloWeeN 
house DecoratioN 
coNtest

As we approach 
another Halloween in the 
neighborhood, I’d like to 
turn our attention to one 
of the most important 
topics that should be at 
the forefront of our minds 
this month and next: the 
annual Halloween house 
decorating contest.

I had the privilege of speaking with Cynthia Serra, 
the co-founder, with Connie Lancaster, of the house 
judging. 

“We started the contest back in the early 2000s,” 
Cynthia says. “As real estate agents, we would drive 
through the neighborhood constantly, and we started 
noticing how many of the houses were decorated.  In 
the early years of the contests, we all began dressing 
up as witches when it was time to go around and judge. 
We’d all be stuffed in Connie’s convertible bug, and 
we’d hear neighbors saying, ‘Here come the witches 
of the Old Northeast!’ It was fun.”

While the contest no longer boasts the prestigious 
prizes of yore (namely Pizza Hut gift certificates), the 
bragging rights and neighborhood esteem for winners 
are even sweeter. 

As you prepare your house for this year’s contest, 
here are a few pointers from Cynthia:

1.) Just do it. There is no formal sign-up this year. 
Just start decorating. The judges will comb through 
every street of the Old Northeast for houses to 

Continued on page 16
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compare, so as long as your house is 
decorated, finished on time, and illumi-
nated during judging, you’ll be entered. 

2.) Get the timing right. The witches 
of the Old Northeast conduct judging on 
the night before Halloween. Ensure that 
your decorations are fully finished by dusk 
on  October 30th. The full judging process 
takes a while, so be sure to leave the 
decoration illuminated until 11pm or 12am 
to be safe (more on this below). 

3.) Homemade decorations dominate. 
Cynthia says, “We often see the same store-
bought decorations year after year, and 
while they’re impressive, they sometimes 
lack the level of personal creativity that 
goes into the whole theme for a house. You 
can always tell the houses that have tackled 
a homemade Halloween decorating project 
as a family.” 

4.) Family involvement is key. “We 
complete judging in a few stages,” Cynthia 
explains, “first, we go out at dusk, just as it’s 
getting dark on the night before Halloween. 
We’re split into several groups at that point 
to cover the whole neighborhood. Then we 
meet at the Old Northeast Tavern later that 
night to compare notes. The highest ranked 
houses receive a late-night visit from the 
whole committee, usually around nine or 
ten. The houses we see being decorated by 
the whole family are the ones that tend to 
rank highest. When kids are involved, the 
decorations speak to other kids. We’ve gone 
so far as to have half of the judging committee 
made up of kids of all ages.” (Note: If you 
don’t have a home with children, I’m sure 

this rule applies to adults who approach 
Halloween like big kids, too.) 

5.) Leave the lights on. “Sometimes 
we’ll go back out to see the houses on that 
final list, and to our dismay, the family has 
gone to bed and turned off the decoration 
lights. This can easily eliminate a house 
from the running, as we all have to see it 
late that night in order to come up with 
the final ranking.” 

6.) Go all out. “You wouldn’t believe 
some of the themes we’ve seen, the stages, 
the sets, the sinking Titanic, the electric 
chair, the scaffolding, the painted screens, 
the lighting, the creative sets... it’s amazing. 
People in this neighborhood go all out and 
deserve every bit of praise for the creations 
they’ve done. We’ve even started to give 
out Lifetime Awards for homes that blow 
us away year after year.” 

7.) Change it up. “Another reason for 
the Lifetime Awards is that sometimes 
people have a set way they like to decorate 
each year, and while it’s great, we can’t have 
the same houses win over and over again. 
We have to change it up. So we encourage 
everyone who participates to think 
creatively each year and try something new 
– or something a least a little different.” 

8.) Have fun. “Overall, people get very 
competitive, and while it’s great, it’s 
important to remember how everyone who 
decorates is contributing to the overall 
Halloween spirit in the neighborhood.” 

Okay, so not everyone gets a participation 
trophy, but make sure you keep the real spirit 
of Halloween close to your heart – have fun, 
and scare the heck out of your neighbors. n

HALLOWEEN  Continued from page 15

A prize-winning home (above) judged by the Witches of the Old Northeast (below)
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Betty Jean Miller

Patrick Maguire thinks it all began 
in 1959 when he was nine years old, 
living in Connecticut and saw a 

1949 Fred MacMurray movie called My 
Father Was a Fullback. MacMurray was 
the coach of an anonymous “State U” 
and “everything was going wrong,” as he 
recalls the story line. “It was the end of 
the season and they had to play their 
archrival Tulane. Tulane won the SEC 
that year. The only team they lost to was 
Notre Dame,” he says, switching to real 
life. Maguire can hardly tell his story 
because he has to keep throwing in 
statistics about Tulane. He can reel them 
off incessantly.

Shortly after the MacMurray movie 
and following many winter visits to St. 
Petersburg, Maguire and his family, –
which includes three brothers and one sister – moved here. A favorite aunt, Marion 
Speakman, was already a local resident.

Maguire was not a terribly serious student, and never missed out on a good 
time during his school years. But, the fascination with Tulane and the hope of 
attending the university persisted.

More facts: “Alabama was the first team in the South to go to the Rose Bowl 
in 1925, but only after Tulane had declined the invitation due to the administra-
tion’s concern about academics. However, in 1932, they accepted,” he continues.

“You know, Tulane was originally the University of Louisiana, and when Paul 
Tulane made his endowment, it became the only public university which converted 
to a private one,” he says, sounding like a proud father. So no surprise here, he 
attended Tulane.

The intervening years have included University of Pacific Law School, a first 
marriage, five children, a divorce, a law practice here, and a second marriage  to 
Marian Yon Ellis in 2007. And during all those years, there were trips to New 
Orleans for Tulane home games and Mardi Gras.

A crisis arose in 2003. “Tulane was getting ready to kill football, to move the 
team from Division 1 to Division 3. And they had no marching band.” This was 

more than the ardent disciple could stand. The school did stay in Division 1, but 
Maguire really felt it needed that marching band to whip up some school spirit.

That was when he bought a 1961 VW van/truck. He would fix it up, drive it 
in the pre-game parades, and hopefully a band would materialize. He did, and the 
band did indeed happen. He’s been hauling the van down to Bourbon Street ever 
since. Between seasons it’s right here on Snell Isle. Maybe you’ve seen it in its 
latest incarnation. It’s sky blue with “Green Wave” painted on the sides in bright 
green letters. And on the back – here’s a relic from a bygone era – is a picture of 
Reddy Kilowatt, arms and legs made of lightning bolts, head resembling a light 
bulb, a symbol of St. Petersburg’s long-ago Florida Power Corporation. Reddy 
signifies the old hippie van’s latest surgery: a total transition to electricity. Maguire 
brought this about by installing 16 batteries in the  van, a project he has just 
completed after six months of work. He’ll still haul the van to New Orleans, but 
while it’s not in use there, Tulane has provided a parking garage for it.

Maguire finds it hard to explain the depth of his feeling toward his school and 
about New Orleans.

“It’s... well... it’s about passion, place, and people,” he puts it, grinning in 
anticipation of his trip to New Orleans for the first home game in September. n

Patrick and Marian Maguire
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the 1,400 people they couldn’t accom-
modate last year were just from the 
southern half of Pinellas County. 

“That number was unacceptable,” 
Linda says. “We simply had to do more.” 

This realization spurred CASA to 
apply for a $2.5 million grant through 
the Florida Department of Children 
and Families in order to expand, as part 
of a $12.5 million overall project. Linda 
continues, “Once we had the grant 
secured, we looked everywhere for the 
next space. We looked at tons of places 
in The Old Northeast, downtown, all 
places in need of significant repair and 
remodeling – even the old YMCA 
building. But the work to be done to 
these places to bring them up to code 
would’ve used up so much of our budget 
that it became clear that we needed to 
build new.” 

CASA scouted for land, eventually 
settling on a piece of real estate farther 
north near Lealman. “It’s going to be 
beautiful,” Linda says, her eyes scanning 
the renderings. “With this amount of 
space, we’ll be able to provide 100 beds 
at a time, and not only that but the idea 
is to have each family unit in a room of 
their own.” 

In the current house this is not an 
option. Some combination of women 
and their children would have had to 
share a bedroom unit, which meant 
adding the complexity of roommates to 
the personal crisis already at hand.

“I could tell you so many stories,” 
Linda laughs, shaking her head, “but I’ll 
let you just imagine what happens when 
you put women of different religions, 
e thnic i t ie s ,  soc io-economic 
backgrounds and lifestyles in the same 
room with their children. Everyone 
realizes that their personal definitions 
of cleanliness, tidiness, quiet, bedtime, 
and good parenting are just that – their 
own personal definitions – and not 
necessarily the same definitions of the 
others sharing their bedroom.” 

Yet despite the discomfort of sacrifice 
and compromise, some incredible 
friendships formed during those 
challenging times. Linda explains, 
“During the dinner hours, someone’s 
always in the kitchen, cooking for the 
rest of the house. Recipes are shared, 
children help, and people learn to cook. 
Dinnertime is a nice time for the 
household. A bonding time.” 

The new center will provide the 
same sense of community, but with 
more comfort and space. It will feature 
two large kitchens, a relaxing garden, 
picnic shelters with outdoor grills, a 
labyrinth in the landscaped grounds, 
playgrounds, quiet rooms for reflection, 
a gym, an assembly hall, a childcare 
center, vegetable gardens, and large 
gathering spaces. Each space is a naming 
opportunity for area corporations and 
individuals. The lobby is named for 
HSN, the 24/7 hotline by Verizon, and 
there are many more naming opportu-

nities available. The center’s target 
opening date is July 2015, and it cannot 
come soon enough.

While Linda and CASA view their 
departure from The Old Northeast as 
bittersweet, the move will be a new 
beginning for everyone involved. 

“There have been many happy 
memories here,” Linda says, “and all of 
them have a touch of sadness, too. I 
can’t tell you how many times I’ve 
heard women say that they’ve had their 

first night of good sleep here, feeling 
safe for the first time. I’ve heard children 
say that their Christmases in the shelter 
have been the best ones they’ve had – 
surrounded by people who love them, 
in a safe place.”

Even with the vision of a new center 
on the horizon, there is still much work 

to be done in our community to decrease 
the frequency of domestic violence 
incidents. Last year in Pinellas County 
there were almost 3,500 injunctions for 
protection filed. And that’s just the 
number of people who filed for 
protection… that doesn’t count those 
that haven’t yet made it to that stage. 
The prior year saw that number over 
4,500. All one has to do is look up the 
crime report for any area of St. 
Petersburg – even The Old Northeast 
– to see how many cases of domestic 
violence appear all over the map. 

“Violence is a learned behavior,” 
Linda says. “It’s often a product of the 
environment a child exists in. Bullying 
is an early form of it, low self-esteem, 
and it only gets worse as the child gets 
older.” Linda used to offer an awareness 
program to high-school students, but 
she quickly saw that by that age it was 
already too late. 

a NeW liFe, a NeW begiNNiNg 
Sara W. Hopkins

The house is more than a hundred 
years old, tucked into The Old 
Northeast as inconspicuously as 

a three-story, seven-bedroom house can 
be. “I’ve been asked if it’s a bed-and-
breakfast,” CASA’s executive director, 
Linda Osmundson, muses, “and I’ve 
said, ‘Yes. Yes, I suppose it is that.’ We 
do provide beds and breakfasts here.” 

CASA (an organization that stands 
for Community Action Stops Abuse) 
bought the fixer-upper house in 1986. 
They remodeled everything: bedrooms, 
bathrooms and the kitchen, which gets 
heavy use despite the fact that, as Linda 
puts it, women in crisis don’t do a lot 
of cooking. 

CASA was founded in 1977 as part 
of the St. Petersburg Free Clinic. In 
1981, it evolved into its own organi-
zation, providing dedicated shelter, 
housing, and support to women and 
families in crisis. Today, the CASA 
house accommodates up to 30 people 
at a time. The awards for CASA have 
flooded in over the years, including 
accolades from WEDU, the Tampa 
Bay Business Journal and the St. 
Petersburg Chamber of Commerce 
among many others. 

While the organization has enjoyed 
being a part of The Old Northeast 
neighborhood for decades, it has felt 
growing pains. Consider this: domestic 
violence affects one in four women in 
the U.S. Last year, CASA had to turn 
away 1,400 people because their shelter 
was full. While CASA works closely 
with other shelters in Clearwater and 
Tampa, they primarily serve the southern 
half of Pinellas County – which means 

Instead, Linda and CASA lead educa-
tional efforts throughout area schools, 
starting as early as pre-kindergarten all 
the way through middle school, in an 
attempt to reduce violence as a means of 
response or conflict resolution among 
children. Their Peacemakers program 
discusses safety, environment, race, 
gender-role stereotypes, kindness, 
bullying, respect, self-esteem, and more 
topics using age-appropriate, interactive 
learning methodologies.

The most rewarding part of the hard 
work is the correspondence that comes 
trickling in years after a family has left 
CASA. “When I’m feeling bad, I read 
through the notes,” Linda says. “They’ll 
write back saying, ‘I’m happy,’ ‘I’m safe,’ 
‘I just got my GED or bachelor’s.’ For 
every hard moment, there are 100 

rewards.” Many 
women choose to 
stay in touch or 
send periodic 
updates. Some also 
stay in touch with 
the women and 
families they met 
during their time in 
the CASA housing, 
forming their own 
communities of 
support. 

While we’re not 
disclosing the location of the house for 
the protection of those residing there, 
many neighbors know where it is and 
help CASA keep an eye out for any 
suspicious behavior in that area.  “Over 
the years, The Old Northeast has been 
wonderful to us,” Linda says. “Neighbors 
have been great about helping with 
awareness if a guy is circling the neigh-
borhood. It’s a great place for kids – if 
the ball goes over the fence, the 
neighbors laugh and throw it back. We 
focus so much on applying for grants. 
We don’t like to have our hats out to 
the community, yet it’s amazing how 
much the community provides for us 
without us asking for it.” 

The Historic Old Northeast neigh-
borhood has been privileged to host 
this incredible organization, and we 
wish them all the very best as they 
prepare for an exciting new phase of 
their mission. n

Renderings of the new complex

Linda Osmundson, CASA’s executive direc-
tor, with Vice President Joe Biden at a White 
House ceremony in October 2010 commem-
orating Domestic Violence Month
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St. Petersburg’s Green City Designation
is visible in over fifty miles of bike trails... and so 
many other ways.”

 Sean Williams, member of Florida Gulf Coast 
chapter of U.S. Green Building Council and member 
of St. Petersburg Sustainability Council, is enthusi-
astic about various efforts that are happening in the 
city to maintain its green city designation. Sean said, 
“Interesting meetings are happening voluntarily each 
month with members of green businesses coming 
together to casually discuss their goals and concerns. 
Personally, I am excited about the fact that St. 
Petersburg has adopted a waste-to-methane 
compression system for the garbage collection 
vehicles. This forward-looking system reduces the 
city’s methane load. It controls waste in a centralized 
facility. In fact, it takes a vehicle that gets only twelve 
miles per gallon completely off fossil fuel... toward a 
renewable source.”

 Cathy Harrelson, member of St. Petersburg 
Sustainability Council, is a resident who helps 
organize meetings to discuss projects and new initia-
tives to help the city in its ability to gain points toward 
its recertification as a green city. Cathy said, “Our 
working groups are organized into: built environment, 
mobility, community, and health. We like working 
with St. Petersburg city staff who are very supportive 
of the city’s sustainability efforts.”

closiNg thoughts

 Sean Williams said, “St. Petersburg is the fourth 
largest city in Florida. It is located in the most densely 
populated county in Florida. It makes it necessary for 
St. Petersburg to focus on its urban issues now... before 
it becomes too costly to do so. St. Petersburg has a 
responsibility to be a good steward of the Tampa Bay...
as it borders nearly 50% of this precious area... one of 
the largest estuaries in the world.  The actions of St. 
Petersburg affect... the world!” n

Resources: www.stpete.org/green (City of St. Petersburg), 
www.usgbc.org (U.S. Green Building Council), www.
usgbc-fgc.org (U.S. Green Building Council -Florida Gulf 
Coast Chapter), www.FloridaGreenBuilding.org (Certifier  
of Green Projects in Florida), www.asknature.org (Site for 
sustainable businesses to look to nature for designs), Facebook 
page:St. Petersburg Sustainability Council

Mary Hampton is a retired educator who moved to Florida in 
2007 from New York. Since arriving in Florida, she has been 
doing non-stop research into the topics of recycling and sustain-
ability. She has been on a quest to meet people who are interested 
and involved in these topics. She enjoys writing about these topics, 
as well. To collaborate with Mary on a project, contact her at: 
queenofrecycle@hotmail.com.

GREEN PAGE

Mary  Hampton

St. Petersburg, Florida was the first designated 
green city in the United States! In December 
2006, St. Petersburg was certified by the Florida 

Green Building Coalition (FGBC) as a green local 
government designation. St. Petersburg was the first 
city in Florida to receive this prestigious certification!

st. Petersburg oFFice oF sustaiNability

 When Mayor Rick Kriseman took office in 
January 2014, his revised city organizational chart 
included the newly created Office of Sustainability, 
to be directed by Michael Connors. Mr. Connors 
began his distinguished career in St. Petersburg, as 
director of engineering in 1987.  He is now the 
director of sustainability and green initiatives and 
director of public works.

 Mr. Connors told us: “The Office of Sustainability 
established formal liaisons with all city departments. 
The City Council created the Sustainability Council 
to move forward in advancing the platinum desig-
nation as administered by the Florida Green Building 
Coalition (FGBC). Numerous projects, programs, and 
policies have already been implemented or are 
pending implementation for inclusion in the forth-
coming re-application to the FGBC. The initiatives 
range from LEED-certified buildings, environmental 
preference purchasing programs, city mission 
statement, recycling, renewable energy, and incen-
tives for green development, to name a few. They are 
part of the mix of a comprehensive movement in 
advancing the city’s sustainability.”

st. Petersburg’s greeN history

St. Petersburg earned its designation as a green city 
due to programs aimed at water conservation, the 
planting of trees, the preservation of estuaries and 
sensitive lands, the use of fuel-efficient technologies, 
and the provision for earth-friendly recycling 
programs. St. Petersburg formed partnerships with 
FGBC, U.S. Green Building Council, and the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

 The city has extended its green initiatives to 
include pedestrian-friendly development of the city 
and a ‘streetscaping’ tree program. It has been a USA 
Tree City award recipient from the Arbor Day 
Foundation for over twenty years. 

 Former mayor of St. Petersburg, Rick Baker, wrote 
the Mayor’s Green City Action Award. It was subse-
quently adopted by the Florida League of Mayors, 
Florida League of Cities, and the National League of 
Cities. It was signed by the Pinellas County Mayors 
in 2008.

 By  executive order in 2008, St. Petersburg created 
a carbon scorecard for facility and vehicle energy use. 
It mandated energy conservation for all major city 
facilities. It also mandated the appointment of a 
designee from each city department to coordinate 
implementation of the executive order. Promotion of 
public awareness of the city’s green initiatives and 
development of methods for residents to participate 
in these initiatives was created.

FloriDa greeN builDiNg coalitioN (Fgbc)
 Suzanne B. Cook is the executive director of the 

Florida Green Building Coalition. Suzanne told us, 
“When the city of St. Petersburg was originally 

certified by FGBC in 2006, it was the first city to earn 
the certification. Now, there are over 70 local govern-
ments participating in this certification program.

 The FGBC Florida Green Local government 
designation process has three tenets: lead by example; 
control/monitor its actions; and educate. When a city 
helps to protect and conserve its community’s natural 
resources, it enhances the efficiency of government, 
reducing costs to taxpayers, and raising awareness of 
the benefits of environmental stewardship.

 In order to have the city of St. Petersburg be 
re-certified as an FGBC local government desig-
nation, its programs will be evaluated for energy and 
water usage, air quality, health issues, land use, 
recycling and waste disposal, maintenance policies, 
educational programs, purchasing practices, regulatory 
policy, and many, many other criteria.”

citizeN iNvolveMeNt

Lacey Willard, president of Florida Gulf Coast 
chapter of U.S. Green Building Council, and previous 
resident of St. Petersburg said, “It has been fasci-
nating to watch the city of St. Petersburg as it 
continues to develop commitment and strategies 
toward sustainable goals. So much of what they’re 
doing reflects these goals. The goals are encouraged 
among companies who relocate to St. Petersburg. It 
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PEOPLE AND PETS

To Submit Photos to People and Pets:
Email your HIGH RES digital photo to susie2wong@gmail.com.

Please include your name, address, phone number and pet’s name. 
Photos by Susan Woods Alderson unless otherwise noted.

Marti, Arden and Lauren Collins with Jackson
17th Avenue NE

David and Tonya Harris with Dominic and Nina
9th Avenue N

Shane Darling and Donna Davis with Jack and Bella
12th Avenue NE

Marc and Meg Earl with Bailey
14th Avenue NE

Jessica Nontero with Zola and Hunnie
1st Street N  Photo submitted by owner

Alyssa Rhodes and Abel
10th Avenue  Photo submitted by owner

Nick and Kerri Kobakof with Winston, Reggie and Sammy  
Cordova Blvd NE

Alexis Sewell and Jack
Eden Isle Blvd NE

Helen Graham with Chester and Libby
Eden Isle Blvd NE
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DINING OUT
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ST. PETE LOcAL FLAVOR



Page 28 September/October 2014 NORTHEAST JOURNAL

ADVERTISE
in the

NORTHEAST 
JOURNAL
Contact Susan at
727. 259.3149 or 

advertise@ 
northeastjournal.org



NORTHEAST JOURNAL September/October 2014 Page 29

The mission of the Heart Gallery of Pinellas & Pasco is to provide an emotionally safe way to connect children with families through a traveling exhibit 
featuring the faces and stories of local foster children ready for adoption. For more information, please visit the website at www.heartgallerykids.org. 

A Sweet And Gentle Soul

Age: 17

Hobbies: Brandon can often 
be found in his quiet moments 
drawing, listening to soft rap, 
or tackling the latest video 
game with his x. Brandon loves 
the outdoors, whether simply 
enjoying the beauty around 
him or playing football. 
Brandon describes himself 
as friendly and funny and he 
LOVES to laugh.

THE HEART GALLERY

HOw YOU cAN BEcOME A FOREVER FAMILY

BRANDON TIA
A Self Determined  
Young Lady

Age: 17

Goals: Tia would like to 
become a pastry chef. 
She loves cupcakes.
Perfect Day: Like most 
girls her age Tia loves to 
shop. She loves fashion 
and would be excited 
spending the day in mall, 
people watching and 
finding bargains.
Ideal Family: Tia would 
like a family that is just like her: fun, smart, with a witty sense of humor.

At any given time, over 3,000 children are served by the local foster care 
system, covering Pinellas and Pasco counties.  Children come into foster care 
through no fault of their own, and are most often between the ages of 5 and 
17.  Children awaiting forever families through adoption are wards of the state 
of Florida after their parental rights have been terminated until they are adopted 
or age out of the foster care system when they turn 18.

 Most children thrive as they adjust and grow in a secure home environment.
 Adoptive parents of foster care children must be consistent, yet flexible, 

strong, yet nurturing. There is no one description of prospective adoptive 
parents. If you have the ability to love a child, to provide the basics for a child, 
and to make a lifelong commitment, you can be an adoptive parent. 

requireMeNts:
•	You	may	be	married	or	single;	already	be	a	parent	or	not	be	a	parent;	own	

your home or rent (but children must have their own bed within a bedroom).
•	You	must	be	at	least	21	years	old;	have	adequate	income	to	meet	your	family’s	

need without relying on public assistance, and you may work from home or 
outside the home; be able to work in partnership with the system of care. 

•	All	household	members	must	receive	satisfactory	background	checks.
•	You,	and	your	spouse	if	applicable,	must	complete	a	DCF	approved	Adoptive	

Parent Training – MAPP, PPT or PRIDE.
•	You	will	have	a	series	of	visits	with	a	Family	Development	Specialist	who	

will assess your readiness to become an adoptive parent.
•	You	will	need	to	obtain	a	Home	Study	and	Application	Approval.	Once	

your home study is approved, adoption staff will begin searching for children 
that may fit your family.

aND theN...
Once a child has been identified, you will begin a meeting and visitation 

process. If match goes well, the child will move into your home after a series 
of visits. After a 90-day supervision period of the child living in your home, 
the process is completed by finalizing the adoption in court. If you or someone 
you know is interested in adoption, please contact 1-800-96ADOPT or www.
heartgallerykids.org.

Adoption is a calling of the heart and soul. If these children touch yours, 
please reach out and make a difference! n

AROUND THE BLOcK
holds her photo and signs at the busy intersection 
during rush hour in hopes that even just one 
passing motorist might remember this visual next 
time they have too much to drink and are making 
a choice whether or not to drive drunk. Drunk 
driving can change a life. Don’t let it change  
yours. Think before you drink.
About MADD

Founded by a mother whose daughter was 
killed by a drunk driver, Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving (MADD) is the nation’s largest nonprofit 
working to protect families from drunk driving 
and underage drinking. With the help of those 
who want a safer future, MADD’s Campaign to 
Eliminate Drunk Driving will end this danger on 
America’s roads. As one of the largest victim 
services organizations in the U.S., MADD also 
supports drunk and drugged driving victims and 
survivors at no charge, serving one person every 
8.6 minutes through local MADD victim 
advocates and at 1-877-MADD-HELP. n

aN oPPortuNity to reMiND everyoNe: 
DoN’t DriNk aND Drive 
On August 1, 2010, Roy McConnell II, 51, 
and his sons, 28-year-old Roy III, 24-year-old 
Nathan, and 19-year-old Kelly were killed 
instantly by an under-aged drunk driver. The 
car that hit them was travelling 92 mph. It was 
Kelly’s birthday and the four men had gone to 
see a movie at Baywalk. On their way back, 
they were struck at 22nd Avenue and 9th 
Street. The sons left behind small children and 
a new finacée. A family was devastated. Four 
men’s potential was lost. Grieving continues. 

Ginger Brengle (holding photo at right), 
cousin of Elroy’s wife, Amy Voelker, reminds us 
all to drive safely and to designate a driver. She 
stands vigil at the intersection on the deadly 
anniversary each year. She is a MADD volunteer 
and speaker, spreading the word to “think before 
you drink.” Like friends and family who have lost 
loved ones and now support MADD, Ginger 
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You are who you surround yourself with, and Nate sought to work with some 
of the best known in the industry. By seeking out talent he aimed to emulate, by 
and continuously practicing, Nate has become one of the best jazz guitarists around.

Ask Nate what the feeling is that he gets when he is playing and he responds, 
“I try very hard to not think at all when I’m playing. If you start thinking, you’re 
really in trouble because it takes you out of the moment. When you are having 
a good night, it is just very natural.”

All the practice and 
dedication leads him to 
enjoy playing his music 
for an audience. It 
shows how preparation 
is key and when you get 
to that moment it will 
all come together. Nate 
believes in the moment, 
to give it your all. He 
doesn’t feel as if you can 
fail in life, but rather 
next time you can do 
better. Nate believes 
that “you always do the 
best you can do. It may 
not be good enough, 
but you still do the best 
you can do and the next 
time, you do the best 
you can do.” 

SUBLIME MELODY Continued from page 1
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A legend and a legend in the making: jazz bass players John Lamb 
and Nate Najar                                                          Nick Hinckley Dwd
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A musician’s work is his passion and he never stop 
working. He continues to put everything into his work. 
“Whatever it is that you do, do it to the highest level 
you can do it… and whatever you do, do it even better 
than that. It’s not about arrogance, being full of 
yourself, but rather really taking your time to do a good 
job. If you are playing music and you have a hard time 
executing things and you sound like crap, slow it down 
and practice.”

Taking Nate’s view on life, I believe there is 
something everyone can learn. When you give your 

all, dedicate yourself to your passion and live in the 
present, your life becomes a melody of its own. The 
work never stops, there is always more to be done. 
The key is to always keep playing.

Find Nate playing locally at the Mandarin Hide at 
231 Central Avenue, the Palladium, as well as at The 
Independent in Tampa, in Sarasota and Clearwater 
Beach... and northward in North Carolina and 
Maryland... and internationally in London. Visit 
NateNajar.com for upcoming performances, to 
purchase a CD, or to contact Nate. n

Ashleigh’s farewell: For the past year, I have gotten to meet so 
many wonderful and touching residents in the Old Northeast. 
Born and raised in Florida, I know the feeling of southern hospi-
tality; St. Pete has that and more. The residents here bring 
something far more unique than any other town that I’ve lived 
in. The sense of dedication, love, care, and pride everyone takes 
in their community is warming.

When around town, I’d ask people what they love about the area. 
Every answer was different, but there was one common thread. 
It was the love glowing from everyone’s eyes. Everyone had a 
story to tell and a very beautiful approach to life. As I learned 
about you and your community, I also learned about myself.

Thank you to everyone who made me feel so welcomed during 
my time writing for the Journal. It was a pleasure working  with 
you and getting to know you. For the avid readers of the Journal, 
a huge thank you. You keep this paper alive, and we enjoy 
researching and telling everyone about the good place, good 
people, and good happenings.

My new journey has begun in the Big Apple. I know, you think 
I’m crazy for leaving behind the sunshine and warm weather, 
but a piece of me will forever be in Florida. To everyone, keep 
the true spirit of St. Petersburg alive. Share why you fell in love 
with the area and continue to help the community grow. It 
wouldn’t be the same without you.
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city’s uniqueness and special sense of 
place. The first Pier Task Force’s vision 
for a new pier stated that the “archi-
tecture of the main building should 
reflect our history and unique identity 
as a City” and be “a worthy symbol of 
our great City.” This is not only true of 
its architecture, but also its function. 
The Task Force in particular noted that 
a new Pier should “speak to our city’s 
beautiful aquatic setting.” St. Petersburg 
has long been known as the Sunshine 
City, and our new mayor has reempha-
sized that through the mantra, “The Sun 
Shines Here.” Historically, it was St. 
Pete’s sunny climate and surrounding 
rich aquatic beauty and resources that 
played a huge role in making our city so 
special. Dr. C.W. Van Bibber may have 
gone a little too far in virtually declaring 

largest estuary. While at times in our 
history we have not fully appreciated the 
blessings of our unique environment, 
over the years we have come to better 
understand the fragility of our special 
ecosystem, and the safeguarding of this 
ecosystem is a now widely shared value. 
One way St. Petersburg has spoken to 
this sense of place has been by its 
emphasis on marine research and related 
educational institutions.

Our Bayboro Harbor Marine Science 
District, known since 2009 as the 
Ocean Team, is the largest marine 
science group in the Southeast. After 
the establishment of the University of 
South Florida campus at Bayboro 
Harbor and its Marine Science 
Department in 1966, a fledgling marine 
research group began expanding. The 

Marine Science Department has served 
as the hub of the Marine District ever 
since. One of the department’s first 
great backers was Claude Greene. 
Greene was a banker and member of St. 
Petersburg’s city council who lead a 
group called the Gulf Oceanographic 
Charitable Trust. He met with USF’s 
marine scientists in the late ’70s and 
offered stipends to top students as a way 
to grow the program. In 1986, the first 

St. Petersburg the healthiest climate in 
the world back in 1885, but he and other 
early city leaders were pivotal in moving 
the community in the direction of both 
a world-class destination for tourists and 
a great place to live that lasts to this day.

None of this would have been possible 
if not for our special geographic setting 
located on a peninsula between the Gulf 
and Tampa Bay, with their rich marine 
bio-diversity. Tampa Bay is our state’s 

MARINE DISCOVERY CENTER Cont. from pg. 1 two endowed fellowships in the entire 
State University System that qualified 
for state matching monies ($100,000) 
came to the marine science program 
because of a $200,000 donation 
provided by Claude Greene and 
members of the Trust. 

No one knows more about our 
marine science community and how a 
Marine Discovery Center could work 
than Peter Betzer, dean emeritus of the 
USF College of Marine Science. Betzer 
comments, “The reasons we have a 
major marine research center here is 
because of the business community. 
Way back when I first came here, we 
had a very small faculty, maybe six 
persons and ten graduate students. We 
were all stuck out on an eleven-acre 
peninsula in Bayboro Harbor. We 

decided that we were doing some 
incredible stuff. We had the first Office 
of Naval Research contract ever 
awarded to USF. We went to the 
business community and said we need 
help to make this much more vibrant. 
There was a group called St. Petersburg 
Progress and one of the people there 
who really liked marine science was 
Jack Lake, publisher of the St. Petersburg 
Times. I know he is known as Mr. 

Baseball and also known for playing a 
major role in establishing the Dali 
Museum, but one of his primary loves 
was marine science and he was quick to 
take up the cudgel on our behalf.”

St. Petersburg Progress, now known 
as the St. Petersburg Downtown 
Partnership, bought the first ten acres 
around the harbor to enable the 
University of South Florida and its 
marine program to expand. “It was Jack 
Lake, Howard Nix, Raleigh Green, 
Nelson Poynter, Gene Williams, and 
others who led the effort to raise money 
for this,” says Betzer. “They even had 
enough money left over after acquiring 
the land that they endowed a profes-
sorship in marine science.” In November 
of 1982, St. Pete Progress presented a 
check for $600,000 to USF and endowed 
a chair in marine science. “It wasn’t just 
about political influence. These guys 
were deadly serious about marine 
science and they put in a lot of money. 
Amazingly, it didn’t stop there. Later, 
when the Board of Regents first opposed 
a Ph.D. program at St. Pete as they 
already had one at Florida State, Lake 
interceded on our behalf. Getting the 
Ph.D. program was a huge deal because 
it helped USF’s Department of Marine 
Science attract even better students to 
its graduate program.”

In 1988, the U.S. Geological Survey 
selected St. Petersburg’s Bayboro Marine 
District as the home for a new coastal 
geology laboratory. “Winning the 
national competition would not have 
been possible without the City and the 
business community. The business 
community put up over a million dollars 
to renovate the Studebaker building for 
the U.S. Geological Survey. Particular 
thanks are due Annette Willingham and 
David Brett who did such a good job of 
designing and then building research 
facilities in the Studebaker Building that 
they won an Historic Trust Preservation 
Award from the state.” The Studebaker 
building is now a local historic landmark.

Thanks to the work of Peter Betzer, 
the business community, the City, and 
a host of others, the tiny marine science 
program begun back in 1966 has now 
blossomed into a world-class marine 
science community boasting nearly 20 
marine science institutions and 
supporting groups (see sidebar). It is 
with the help of this Ocean Team that 
Peter and the Pier Working Group wish 
to further build our marine science 
complex and related sense of place by 
establishing a Marine Discovery Center 
as a part of the new Pier. “The former 

Donors who propelled the marine sciences forward... Top Four: Mac & Pat MacGiverin, Congressman Bill Young, Elsie Knight, Anne and 
Werner Von Rosenstiel; Next 3: Mike Morris, Paul Getting, Claude Greene; Next 5: Don Shea, Bill Habermeyer, Katharine Ann & Jack Lake, 
Marty Normile, Andrew Barnes(white jacket); Next 5: Frances & Gus Stavros, Carl Riggs, Robert Good, Paul Tash, Susan Hough Henry, 
Bill Hough & Hazel Hough
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“Science on a Sphere” Monitor: The Sphere provides a 360-degree global perspective on the ocean, both geographically and 
through real-time data streams. Visitors will be able to witness firsthand, for instance, what is happening in the Pacific while 
there is a hurricane in the Atlantic.                                                                Secrets of the Sea Marine Exploration Center and Aquarium

Possible Citizen Science Lab: Visitors will be invited to take part in actual research projects within the marine exploration center, 
thus taking part in an ocean-focused citizen science program.                          Secrets of the Sea Marine Exploration Center and Aquarium

Possible Intro Theater: Visitors will be introduced to ocean research in general through a brief film; the ocean as a dynamic 
phenomenon through a creative media presentation of real-time ocean data; and featured ocean researchers. 

Secrets of the Sea Marine Exploration Center and Aquarium

Pier Aquarium was a collaborative effort of many local 
marine organizations. I see this Marine Discovery 
Center as following that model. Nobody had an ego. 
Everybody said this is ours – the collective ours. We 
are all going to contribute. We all have important stuff 
to show. I see this in the same way.” 

Peter’s vision for a Discovery Center is all about 
tapping into the research and discoveries of our Ocean 
Team. “Our local consortium could contribute live 
direct transmissions of their work in remote spots back 
to the Discovery Center. For example, marine scientist 
Steve Murawski goes offshore and uses a high 
resolution underwater camera system to assess fish 
populations. With live transmission, people could 
actually see how samples are collected; and what’s 
living offshore. Then too, the participating scientists 
could immediately talk about the things that they are 
learning by sampling the ocean. There is software now 
that can analyze an underwater photo of fish, and not 
only count them, but also identify their species and 

determine their weights. These short direct broadcasts 
are a way for the public to be a part of an active 
on-going exploration process. Later the vessels 
themselves could come up to the Pier and open their 
decks and equipment to the public.” Peter also notes 
that most marine research grants from federal agencies 
require educational outreach components, and a 
logical place to apply this funding would be through 
a Marine Discovery Center.

There would also be a lecture area for eminent 
marine scholars and researchers. “It would be a place 
where all groups could come who have somebody to 
feature of general interest to our community. We have 
really top people in the field, like Sylvia Earle, coming 
to St. Pete. They should not be just hidden down at 
Bayboro. The stuff they do is incredible.”

Many eminent marine researchers live right here 
in St. Petersburg. Peter notes in particular the work of 
Dr. Robert Byrne. Dr. Byrne is professor of Seawater 
Physical Chemistry at the USF College of Marine 

Science. In 2012, Dr. Byrne was elected as a Fellow of 
the American Geophysical Union for his contribu-
tions to the understanding of ocean acidification. As 
carbon dioxide increases in the atmosphere, the oceans 
become increasingly acidic. Over the past two hundred 
years, acidity in the oceans has increased approxi-
mately 30%. By the end of this century, it is predicted 
acidity will have increased by 150%, a level not experi-
enced for 20 million years. This may cause reduced 
shell formation, habitat loss, and possibly less food for 
predators. There are large uncertainties in how 
organisms will adapt and what will happen to food 
webs and ecosystems. The potential effect on living 
organisms including humans can be serious, some fear 
catastrophic. Dr. Byrnes is a serious contender for the 
prestigious $2 million Wendy Schmidt Ocean Health 
XPRIZE to improve understanding of ocean acidifi-
cation. He and a colleague have developed a new 
system and device for measuring ocean acidification 
which greatly reduces cost, making it even feasible for 
hands-on use by visitors to a Discovery Center.
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Some additional innovations developed by the St. 
Petersburg marine community include: an underwater 
mass spectrometer and an underwater mapping system 
which have created significant commercial opportu-
nities and were critical to monitoring the impact of 
oil from the 2010 Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill; 
seafood assay testing technology to verify fish type 
after processing; use of light to rapidly analyze blood 
and other fluids; digital mathematics teaching 
technology; and underwater anti-terrorism explosive 
detection technology.

The most exciting recent development on the 
marine scene in St. Pete is the relocation of the Blue 
Ocean Film Festival from Monterey, California, to our 
city. Peter notes Blue Ocean, or “Blue,” has access to 
over a thousand films dealing with ocean exploration 
and marine life that could be shown at a Marine 
Discovery Center. “No other city has this opportunity,” 
he says. “It would be truly spectacular!” Additionally, 
Blue is working with the Google Underwater Street 
View, also known as the Liquid Galaxy Oceans 
Program, to augment and facilitate Google’s filming 
of the ocean depths. This media could be viewed via 
high-definition monitors at a Discovery Center. “It 
doesn’t quite get you in a wet suit with a tank and 
everything,” says Peter, “but it’s pretty close. That gives 
us a huge magnet and a wonderful way to introduce 
people to some of the wonders of the ocean.”

E. Howard Rutherford, president/CEO of the Pier 
Aquarium, now with the USF College of Marine 
Science, has a similar vision for a Marine Discovery 
Center. The former Pier Aquarium always focused on 
research and marine education. After leaving the Pier, 
they began to transfer their programs to John’s Pass 
at Maderia Beach operating as Secrets of the Sea, but 
plans for a new facility there fell through when the 
owner backed out. However, the not-for-profit organi-
zation remains intact with a board that is closely tied 
to the St. Petersburg marine science community’s 
Ocean Team. Exhibits and equipment are in storage, 
and some programming such as FL Teen Scicafe, a 

marine science educational activity planned and run 
by teens, continues.

Secrets of the Sea’s signature exhibit was to be 
Science on a Sphere. It’s a six-foot globe right now in 
a warehouse in Colorado. It gives a 360-degree 
perspective of the globe at any time, in near real-time. 
There are also several programs that have been 
developed which may be shown on the sphere dealing 
with such topics as ocean circulation, upwelling, 
fisheries, and hurricanes. Howard says, “A Discovery 
Center would not focus on marine science in the 
abstract, but would show how it is relevant to our 

everyday lives. Visitors will be 
able to see the relevance.”

“NOAA has funded a climate-
change exhibit looking at ocean 
acidification and in particular its 
effect on endangered corals 
which could also be incorpo-
rated. Two aquarium tanks could 
be made, one showing normal 
conditions and another 
mimicking climate change 
acidification.”

Secrets of the Sea has been 
working with Lexington Design 
to develop exhibits and programs 
that are strikingly engaging and 
exciting to both young people 
and adults. Lexington has worked 
with the Harry Potter attraction 
at Universal Studios and with 
Disney among others. Howard 

says, “They get it. They get what we are trying to 
achieve.” He also emphasizes that projected 
programming will not be the one-time visit variety. 
“The Science on a Sphere will change daily, and the 
fact that the content of the discovery center will be 
real-time, changing constantly, coming in from satel-
lites, sensors, and hydrophones, will bring back Tampa 
Bay residents again and again. There will be aquarium 
tanks which will feature fish and other marine creatures 
that tell the story of the research being done by the 
Ocean Team, and the marine life of Tampa Bay and 
the West Coast of Florida, not some distant place. The 
story will change daily.” Secrets of the Sea contracted 
for marketing and site-selection study which deter-
mined one of the best places to locate a Discovery 
Center is at the new Pier. Howard estimates that a 
Discovery Center will ideally occupy 15 to 20 thousand 
square feet.

According to Howard, every large city should 
have a science component as a part of its public arts 
offering. “It’s good for the economy. Future resident 
families want to have experiences like this to help 
engage their kids. Research shows that 80% of 
learning takes place outside the classroom. When I 
was growing up in Naples as a first grader, we went 
out to Tigertail Beach on Marco Island with the 
Ocean Conservancy and pulled a seine net. That 
memory has stayed with me ever since because these 
kind of experiences are formative. We need to have 
that as a part of our community. We don’t have that 
downtown right now.”

These are some ideas for a Marine Discovery 
Center. Additional ideas are sure to come. n

Sources used in this article include interviews with Peter Betzer 
and Howard Rutherford; Bay Soundings (Winter 2013); City 
of St. Petersburg Pier Working Group Final Report (July 2014); 
Secrets of the Sea Concept Presentation; and Will Michaels, 
“Marine Discovery Fits Pier,” Tampa Bay Times, 7/25/14.

Will Michaels served as chair of the Design Committee of the 
first Pier Task Force. He was formerly executive director and 
trustee of the St. Petersburg Museum of History. He is the author 
of The Making of St. Petersburg, a history of St. Petersburg 
and its Sense of Place.

Dr. Peter Betzer, dean emeritus 
of the USF College of Marine 
Science, served with the USF 
marine science program from 
1971 to 2008.  He was a 
principal in establishing St. 
Petersburg’s Bayboro Marine 
Science District and today’s 
Oceans Team.

Howard Rutherford is the 
former director of the Pier 
Aquarium and its successor 
the Secrets of the Sea, and is 
currently director of develop-
ment for the USF College of 
Marine Science. He is a 
leading expert on popularizing 
marine science education.

St. Petersburg’s Ocean Team
•SRI International (formerly Stanford Research Institute)
•The National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration  
 (NOAA) National Marine Fisheries Service
•Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission, 
 Fish & Wildlife Research Institute
•USF College of Marine Science
•USF St. Petersburg
•US Geographical Survey Coastal &  
 Marine Science Center
•US Coast Guard
•Florida Institute of Oceanography
•International Ocean Institute–USA (USF)
•Eckerd College Marine Science Department
•Tampa Bay Estuary Program
•Secrets of the Sea Marine Exploration  
 Center & Aquarium
•UF Florida Sea Grant Marine Extension Program
•City of St. Petersburg
•St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership
•Blue Ocean Film Festival & Conservation Summit
•Tampa Bay Watch
•Stetson Law School
•St. Petersburg College
Other Related Institutions
•Cousteau Divers USA

College of Marine Science research vessel the Weatherbird at Bayboro Harbor

MARINE DISCOVERY CENTER Continued from page 33
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the eDge District heaDs to  
tallahassee For MaiN street 
DesigNatioN

The EDGE Business District Association 
will be headed to Tallahassee on Thursday, 
August 28 to make its final presentation to the 
Florida Main Street Selection Committee. 
The EDGE Main Street has been functioning 
with funding from the City of St. Petersburg 
since January 2014. St. Petersburg is home to 
two other Florida designated Main Streets, 
Deuces Live! and the Grand Central District. 
The Grand Central District also holds a 
National Main Street designation.

 The yearlong process started with the 
decision in 2012 of the newly revived “Dome 
District Business Association” to add a d/b/a 
and change its name to the “EDGE Business 
District Association.” The organization gained 
support from the community last year, many 
supporters showed up at budget meetings 
throughout the city to voice their support for 
city funding of the EDGE Main Street.  The 
City’s Main Street budget was increased by 
$26,000 by former Mayor Bill Foster. After the 
election, City Council allocated an additional 
$24,000 to the budget for Main Street Programs 
to allow for the EDGE District to be fully 
funded, as required by the Florida Main Street.

 Board president, Sean Carter, stated “we’re 
so excited that we are coming to the final 
stretch of the Main Street process.” The 443 
page application was mailed to Tallahassee in 
July and included pictures of the EDGE 
District, demographic information about the 
area, newspaper articles about the District as 
well as other documents. The Selection 
Committee will be hearing presentations from 
three other Florida locations, Bunnell, Cocoa 
Beach and Labelle as well as the EDGE District.

 The EDGE District has been working hard 
on its branding campaign and will be putting 
up street pole banners in the coming month. 
The EDGE District has been developing its 
website and social media presence as well. The 
EDGE Business District Association has been 
collaborating with the City of St. Petersburg 
on a master plan for the district as well as 
additional capital improvement projects. Lea 
Ann Barlas, Executive Director/Main Street 
Program Manager commented, “the organi-
zation has come so far over the past two years 
and worked so hard on the main street appli-
cation, I can’t see why we would be denied.”

about the eDge busiNess District 
associatioN

The EDGE Business District Association is 
a non-profit community organization 
comprised of businesses, property owners, 
residents and visitors working to promote 
community interests by supporting and creating 
a sustainable local economy within the EDGE 
District of St. Petersburg, Florida. To learn 
more visit www.edgedistrict.org, or call us at 
727-329-8869.

* * * * *

oN the ruNWay... 
agaiN!

Imagine how it was in 
1978 when the Stuart Society 
held the first of 37 consec-
utive fashion shows to benefit 
the Museum of Fine Arts, St. 
Petersburg. Stuart Society 
members modeled Ivey’s 
fashions and the event was 
held at Le Club in Tierra 
Verde to a small but growing 
audience. Each year, the 
event has grown both in 
numbers and scale.

Now fast forward 37 years, 
and you will find yourself 
a t t e n d i n g  S M a r t LY 
DRESSED on November 5th 
at the historic Renaissance Vinoy Resort. Neiman Marcus partners with the Stuart Society in presenting 
high fashions with professional models whose stature and spike heels seem to touch the sky. For the past 
decade, the Grand Ballroom has been the venue of choice, but this year in order to increase seating 
capacity; the show is premiering in the Palm Court.

The ever-anticipated show is always a sell-out and never fails to please with a gourmet award-winning 
chef luncheon preceded by a silent auction of luxury and lifestyle items. Tickets can also be purchased for 
an opportunity drawing for a $5,000 shopping spree at Neiman Marcus or an elegant Paxton Chest donated 
by Matter Brothers Furniture and Design. There is also plenty of time after the fashion show to join your 
friends at the post-event called Backstage, where the fashion show experience will be extended for a 
limited number of guests. Additionally, in October, there is a month of museum fashion experiences to 
enjoy leading up to SMartLY DRESSED.

For over fifty years, the Stuart Society has never failed in their dedication and support of the Museum 
of Fine Arts, St. Petersburg. The Society is named after Margaret Stuart Acheson. Mrs. Stuart held fast to 

a dream of establishing a fine arts museum on the 
waterfront. Through her leadership and hands-on 
volunteering, this dream was fulfilled. The purpose 
of the Stuart Society is to benefit and promote the 
museum through annual fund raising events which 
now include Wine Weekend St. Pete, Affaires 
d’Art, Art in Bloom, the brick project, and SMartLY 
DRESSED, the annual high fashion show. Guests 
come from far and wide to experience the museum’s 
permanent collection, its expansive photography 
gallery, and the upcoming exhibit Jamie Wyeth’s 
Portraits of Rudolf Nureyev (October 11-January 
18). For information on the purchasing of tickets 
for SMartLY DRESSED, Backstage, or admission 
to the Museum, please visit www.fine-arts.org or 
SMartLY DRESSED on Facebook. n
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1) Tuna and flag, 636 14th Ave NE; 2) Truth by Rolf Brommelsick – Vinoy Park; 3) wood and brick doorway, 104 13th Ave NE; 4) cupola, 132 6th Ave NE; 5) bricks, 6th Ave NE and 2nd St NE; 6) Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, 126 11th Ave NE; 7) North Shore Pool Sculpture; 8) back gate, 1156 Bay St; 9) “Pay It Forward,” Stop & Shop Market, 5th Ave NE and 1st St

TAKING A cLOSER LOOK
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Photos by Brent Johnston
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AROUND THE BLOcK
FiNaNce For FlaMiNgos 

Now that everyone knows about the 
Sunken Garden’s initiative to add to the 
flock of resident flamingos (if not, see the 

last issue), here’s some exciting news about 
helping the flock grow. A local training and 
communications company is partnering with the 
St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce to host a 
charity business event with all proceeds going 
to the Sunken Gardens toward their initiative 
of acquiring more flamingos.

Paradigm Learning, based in downtown St. 
Pete, has been helping businesses align employees 
around strategic goals for 20 years. The company 
also helps employees of Fortune 500 and 1000 
companies develop business-critical skills, such 
as financial literacy and business acumen, project 
management, leadership accountability, talent 
development, team effectiveness, change imple-

mentation, and more, using a core methodology 
of discovery learning and game-based concepts 
that engage employees, accelerate learning, and 
increase retention.

Paradigm Learning’s founders, Ray Green and 
Cathy Rezak, knew Leslie Larmon previously, but 
they didn’t know about her involvement with 
Flamingos Forever at the Sunken Gardens. They 
reconnected with Leslie at a local charity event. 
After thinking about the best way to contribute 
to the flamingo cause, they decided to host an 
event with local sponsors to spread awareness 
throughout our local business community. 

The event will take place on September 
26th: it will feature opening remarks by Chris 
Steinocher, the St. Petersburg Area Chamber 
of Commerce President and CEO, and then a 
full session of Paradigm Learning’s award-
winning business simulation, Zodiak®: The 
Game of Business Finance and Strategy. During 
the simulation, participants learn how to run a 
company, make decisions to grow the business, 
and utilize assets wisely. Participants also learn 
basic business financials, including termi-
nology, determining pricing, assessing the 
impact of discounting, and completing financial 
statements. It’s a great opportunity to network 
with area business professionals and hone 
business savvy. 

It was also a way to bring together some great 
community support for the St. Petersburg’s 
oldest tourist attraction. 

The Finance for Flamingos event will take 
place on Friday, September 26th from 8:00 am 
to 3:00 pm, at the Mahaffey Theater. Breakfast 
and lunch are provided. Cost of attending is 
$125 per participant, or $100 per participant for 
a table of four. Seating is limited, so register 
today. Visit stpete.com/financeforflamingos.   n
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SPECIALIZING IN: Native Plants • Xeriscaping • Low-voltage lighting • Drip irrigation

Save Time and Money, 
and Enjoy Your Yard With 

New Low-maintenance Landscaping, 
Walkways, Patios and Lighting

 ––––––––––––––
Serving Pinellas County  Since 1983

––––––––––––––
Florida Native Plant Society

Award Winner

ATTRACTIVE
—

SENSIBLE
—

LANDSCAPING 

Call for Ideas and Free Estimate

flatwoodslandscaping.com 
727-278-6811 

AROUND THE BLOcK
‘arts alive’ Free MuseuM Day

Many St. Petersburg 
museums will offer free 
admission and special 
events on Arts Alive Free 
Museum Day from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 27. Don’t miss this great opportunity to 
visit Dr. Carter G. Woodson Museum, Florida 
Holocaust Museum, Museum of Fine Arts, The 
Dali Museum, Creative Clay Cultural Arts 
Center, Morean Arts Center, Morean Center 
for Clay and Morean Glass Studio & Hot Shop. 
And you can see the Chihuly Collection for just 
a $1.00 admission for everyone. For more infor-
mation, visit www.stpete.org. 

* * * * *

lcc Day school’s chic boutique

Date: Friday, October 3
Time: 9 am - 6:30 pm
Place: LCC Day School’s Life Center at 
4400 Chancellor Street NE in Shore Acres

Shop and socialize at LCC Day School’s 4th 
Annual Chic Boutique.  Unique handbags, 
designer clothes, clever home goods, jewelry and 
delicious treats will be available for sale at this 
one day only event.  

Interested in being a vendor? Contact 
Whitney Shouppe at wshouppe@verizon.net.

* * * * *

the skyWay MariNa District’s 
iNaugural cruise-iN & car shoW                                                                  

The Skyway  Marina District Business 
Association, a not for profit organization, will 
host an inaugural event to showcase the area 
businesses to the public, via a Cruise-in & Car 
Show on August 23, 2014.   The event is the 
first in a series of events being planned, which 
are designed to promote the lifestyle and 
business services available throughout the 
District.

The inaugural Skyway Marina Cruise-in and 
Car Show will take place on August 23, 2014 
from 9:00AM to 1:00PM and be continually 
held on the last Saturday of every month there-
after. The event will take place at the Flamingo 
Resort and will feature antique, classic, hot rod, 
custom and exotic cars and trucks from 
yesteryear to today.  The event will also be 
serving up some of the area’s best food trucks, 
cold beverages, music, entertainment, charity 
raffles, special offers from District businesses and 
dash plaques for the cars.

The Cruise-in & Car Show is FREE to all.  
For more information, call Christopher Breton 
at 727-490-2000 ext. 7026.

About the Skyway Marina District:  The 
Skyway Marina District (SMD), a not for profit 
organization, spans from 30th Avenue South to 
54th Avenue South, along the 34th Street 
Corridor. The Skyway Marina District Plan, 
adopted in early 2014, will guide improvements 
in the areas of retail offerings, redevelopment 
opportunities, and a visual identity. The Plan 
also addresses the need to create a sense of place, 
attract new employers and residents, and 
provide a connected  environment.

For more information about the Skyway 
Marina District, please contact Linda Bowler, 
SMD Manager, at 727-866-2696 or via email at 
Linda@skywaymarina.com. n








