
A New Look at Al Capone
in St. Pete – Part 2

Will Michaels

A 1961 Times editorial entitled “Everybody’s Target: Al Capone,” stated “St. Petersburg and 
Pinellas County have been fortunate over their lifetime because our citizens have elected sheriffs 
and appointed police chiefs who have seen to it that racketeers moved on and never got a start here. 

That’s the way the citizens wanted it when Pinellas broke away from Hillsborough 50 years ago and that’s 
the way they want it today. In their heyday Al Capone, Johnny Torrio and other gangsters came to St. 
Petersburg, but their welcome was so cold and their stay so brief that the incident is hardly a footnote to 
history.” Capone’s visits to St. 
Pete may have been brief, but 
that was certainly not the case 
for Torrio, who wintered in the 
city for several years, starting 
perhaps as early as 1924, and 
certainly after 1925.

While Torrio enjoyed 
wintering in St. Pete’s sunshine, 
that was not his only activity 
here. In addition to visiting his 
wife’s brother and mother, he 
actively engaged in real estate 
speculation. This included a 
30-acre tract of land south of 

John L. Bailey

This old Florida boy trembled a bit as I 
strode into the St. Petersburg Museum 
of History. I pride myself on being able 

to occasionally talk or write about history – 
mostly about Tampa – that I have observed, 
being an almost-native Floridian. I say “almost” 
because I was already an eight-year-old when 
my family moved here from ‘the big-city’ 
Atlanta.

The trembling was the result of realizing I 
had been asked to write about a real student of 
Florida history, Dr. Will Michaels. You have 
seen his knowledgeable, thoughtful, and well-
researched stories in every issue of the Northeast 
Journal since the first one in September 2004, 
always ‘below the fold’ in its prominent 
location at the bottom of page one. It’s the first 
place I look when the Northeast Journal shows 
up on our doorstep every other month.
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Will Michaels, our gentleman historian

Along the Waterfront – 
A Palm Legacy

Linda Dobbs

Escape reality and experience international time-travel right 
here in St. Petersburg. For free! A little-acknowledged, 
outdoor treasure, suited for all ages, has always been readily 

available, on the waterfront, right on North Shore Drive – all 
thanks to the generosity and devotion of one of our own.

On a recent morning while strolling the garden along the 
waterfront, my husband and I encountered people touring on 
Segways, groups of runners, acrobats with a photographer, families 
on bikes, squirrels, blue jays, butterflies, and, of course, lizards. 
All of them were enjoying the shady, brick walkways, the wide 
pergola, restful benches and water fountains in the Gizella 
Kopsick Palm Arboretum. (Arboretum is just a fancy word for a 
place where trees are grown for exhibition and study.)

International? Time travel? Fun in an arboretum? And just 
who is Gizella Kopsick? Hold on – bear with me – let your mind 
open up and come on an adventure to the Jurassic world of Africa, 
Madagascar, Japan, Honduras, Queensland, Cuba, and more. 
Thorough signage throughout the gardens is helpful, but you can 

also get a free docent-guided tour which helps you appreciate just 
how unique the palms are and how rare and old the cycads are.

What was once a city miniature golf course which became 
too expensive to maintain became a two-acre park with around 
800 specimens representing 235 species of palms and 100 species 
of cycads. 

Will Michaels’  
Impressive Legacy... So Far

Winding pathways throughout Gizella Kopsick Park

Capone’s partner, Johnny Torrio, patronized the Jungle Hotel and the nearby 
Gangplank Night Club in West St. Petersburg. The Jungle Hotel is a city 
landmark and now serves as the Admiral Farragut Academy.

Visit us online at 
NortheastJournal.org

Participate in YOUR Journal.
Tell us what you’d like to

read about in upcoming issues.
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1325 Snell Isle Blvd #808 570 Quintana Place NE
$668,900* $375,000*

248 14th Ave NE 1212 Pinellas Point Drive S

$599,000 $249,000

Sarah Howe, REALTOR®     
showe@smithandassociates.com

813.774.1999          

Don Howe, REALTOR®     
dhowe@smithandassociates.com

727.422.5205          

IT’S YOUR MOVE 
We Can Make It Exceptional

RECENTLY SOLD

*represented buyer

ST. PETE’S LUXURY HOME SPECIALISTS 

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

Coastal Chic

555 5TH AVENUE NE Unit#622

Offered at  $2,100,000

VInoy Place  3/2.5 - 3,000 Sqft., 
Custom and Exquisite Designs Throughout

DESIGNER SHOWCASE PROPERTY

555 5TH AVENUE NE Unit#911

Offered at  $1,850,000

 Vinoy Place 3/3.5 - 3,300 Sqft.,   
Newly Renovated Kitchen, Amazing Panoramic Views

Urban Luxury

4/4 - 5,000+ Sqft., 
 Incredible Waterfront Living, Deep Water, 

2 Boat Slips, Pool and Outdoor Kitchen 

Coming Soon!

Vinoy Place 2/3.5 - 2,700 Sqft.,
11th Floor, Great Floorplan and Views

Coming Soon!

5918 Bahama Shores Drive S 

Offered at  $1,195,000

5/4 - 4,367 Sqft.,
Waterfront Mediterranean Estate

220 x 90 Waterfront

Offered at  $1,500,000
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11 Year Old
I have two daughters, 16 and 20. When each was 11 years old, I noticed 

a certain vibrancy and joie de vivre that seemed especially heightened. I 
noticed it among their girlfriends, as well. It seemed like these young girls 
were living life to their fullest, without even realizing it, bridging the gap 
between childhood and adolescence. 

Happy 11th birthday to the Northeast Journal! I believe we are in an 
especially creative phase and are bursting-at-the-seams with the desire to 
bring it on – life in our little world, that is! Even though we don’t have a central 
headquarters or even an office, every member of the Northeast Journal team 
seems to be bringing new ideas, new energy and new excitement to the 
proverbial and virtual table. We are 11 years old and there is something in 
the air!

We want you to join the fun. Because we publish bi-monthly, it makes it 
difficult to interact and converse in real time in the printed piece (and we will 
never give up our beloved print version). Thankfully, we can now have it all, 
and we would like you to share your all!

Instead of watching the evening news (more about that bad habit in a 
moment), go online to www.northeastjournal.org and share with us just three 
ideas – the name of a neighbor whom you find fascinating; a little moment 
that touched you; a photo of something you love in our version of paradise. 
Make a new habit of consciously thinking about the good stuff, and let us 
know about what you would like to share. The Northeast Journal is YOUR 
community journal – we can’t get much more sharply focused than this – and 
it’s time to start bringing it on!

In all seriousness, wouldn’t it be so much more fun and uplifting to spend 
the time that you would normally spend watching the evening news, thinking 
about the good things going on in your life and in the lives of those around 
you? “Research has shown that after watching the news for fifteen minutes, 
most people need fifteen minutes of relaxation exercises to get rid of the 
resulting anxiety and mood disturbances,” says The Intelligent Optimist’s 
Guide to Life by Jurriaan Kamp. It’s easy to do and you and your community 
will be happier for it! 

We are in an exciting time of transition on so many levels. Like 11-year-old 
girls, let’s unleash what’s in us and share it. It’s interesting to me that even 
our dear and long-time friends, writers from year one of the Journal – Livia 
Zien, Linda Dobbs, John Bailey, and Will Michaels – are reigniting what they 
love, and we have the great fortune of receiving their creative energies. Please 
read this issue from cover to cover, and bring it on!

Jen 

PUBLISHER’S NOTETHE NEJ BULLETIN BOARD

Find us at www.northeastjournal.org

The Northeast Journal is an independently owned publication. Copyright © 2015. All rights reserved.
No part of this paper may be reproduced without express written permission from the publisher.

SEND US YOUR PHOTOS!
Show us what 

YOUR neighborhood 
means to you...
Winners receive a $50 
restaurant gift card!

Send to graphics@northeastjournal.org

TELL US YOUR IDEAS
If we publish your story idea, 
YOU WIN a $50 Gift Card!
Story ideas must be submitted through our website

NortheastJournal.org

HAPPY

11th
ANNIVERSARY

to the Northeast Journal!





DISCOVER THE COASTALDifferenceDISCOVER THE COASTAL

63 Dolphin Dr • Treasure Island
KAREN MCCONNELL

$2,000,000

2156 Dolphin Blvd S • St . Petersburg
MARCETTA DYER

260 108Th Ave Unit#301 • Treasure Island
DEBBIE MCGINTY

8680 Burning Tree Cir • Seminole
MEGAN (CARROLL) BOWER

FEATURED LISTINGSFEATURED LISTINGS

$1,100,000

1090 Pinellas Bayway S , #A7 • Tierra Verde
DENISE REILLY

$925,000

$799,900 $670,000

4435 14Th St NE • St . Petersburg
KAREN VOGEL

$450,000

240 Br ightwaters Blvd. NE • St . Petersburg
SIMMS TEAM

300 Beach Drive NE #1104 • St . Petersburg
LIZ HEINKEL

216 Alora St NE • St . Petersburg
SIMMS TEAM

180 Beach Drive NE #1401 • St . Petersburg
LIZ HEINKEL

1778 Oceanview Drive • Tierra Verde
LIZ HEINKEL

300 Beach Drive NE #704 • St . Petersburg
LIZ HEINKEL

RECENTLY SOLDRECENTLY SOLD

$2,922,500

$1,600,000

$1,039,600

$2,230,000

$1,250,000

$675,000

400 Beach Dr NE #1004 • St . Petersburg
SIMMS TEAM

$1,650,000

100 Beach Drive NE #1801 • St . Petersburg
SIMMS TEAM

$1,160,000

175 1st St S #1204 • St . Petersburg
SIMMS TEAM

$520,000



ADVISORSADVISORS

11  O F F I C E S  T H R O U G H O U T  P I N E L L A S  C O U N T Y
BELLE AIR  |   CLE ARWATER  |   CLE ARWATER BE ACH  |   DUNEDIN  |   E AST L AKE /PALM HARBOR  |   INDIAN ROCKS BE ACH 

I SL AND ESTATES  |   N .  REDINGTON BE ACH  |   ST.  PETE BE ACH  |   ST.  PETERSBURG  |   TRE ASURE I SL AND

DEBBIE MCGINTY
813.416.2646

SHARON SIMMS
727.403.5107

AMANDA ANDERSON
727.492.6036

MARCETTA DYER
727.608.7036

ANNALISA WELLER
727.804.6566

ROB JOHNSON
727.599.7980

DENISE REILLY
727.458.6161

SIDRA MCCAIN
727.599.9234

LIZ HEINKEL
727.239.5623

KAREN VOGEL
727.542.9384

TAMI SIMMS
727.743.6262

KAREN McCONNELL
727.214.7799

LIZ MCCOOL
727.481.7653

TARA MORGAN
727.692.6585

11

LOCATIONS
1  CLEARWATER BEACH 

423 Mandalay Ave., Suite 102, Clearwater Beach, FL 33767 
727-493-1555

2  DUNEDIN 
437 Main Street, Dunedin, FL 34698 
727-478-0330

3  BELLEAIR 
603 Indian Rocks Rd., Belleair, FL 33756 
727-493-1555

4  TREASURE ISLAND 
260 107th Ave, Treasure Island, FL 33706 
727-498-5007

5  PALM HARBOR/EAST LAKE 
4934 Ridgemoor Blvd, Palm Harbor, FL 34685 
727-493-1555

6  INDIAN ROCKS BEACH 
1201 Gulf Blvd, Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785 
727-474-9914

7  ST. PETERSBURG 
238 Beach Drive NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
727-755-0066

8  ISLAND ESTATES 
292 Windward Passage, Clearwater, FL 33767 
727-493-4456

9  REDINGTON BEACH 
16701 Gulf Blvd., Redington Beach, FL 33708

10  COMING SOON! 
St. Pete Beach

11  CLEARWATER 
1209 Court Street, Clearwater, FL 33756

Stop by to see your  
St. Pete Real Estate Experts  

next time you are on  
Beach Drive
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We would like to sincerely thank and introduce our writers. The time and 
talent they dedicate to writing about good people, good places, and good things 
happening is what makes the Northeast Journal the quality publication that our 
readers have come to expect and love.

Samantha Bond owns her own insurance business, and has 
lived in St. Petersburg since 2014. From Maryland, she 
relocated to Tampa, graduating from USF in 1988. Her children 
attend FSU.

John Bailey, 23-year resident of St. Petersburg, began as a 
writer-producer-director of radio & television documentaries. 
He has an Emmy and numerous advertising awards. “What, me 
retire? I love what I do: photography and communications – 
that’s my life.” [jlbwriter@earthlink.net]

James Martin and his wife have been residents in the historic 
Old Northeast for the past 4 years. James is a graduate of 
the USFSP, and is an everyday outdoorsman who enjoys 
anything that includes being on the water or surrounded by 
nature. [everydayoutdoorsman@gmail.com]

Josh Keeler graduated from Eckerd College in 2014 with 
a BA in creative writing. He is the production artist and 
copyeditor at Paradigm Learning, and also finds freelance 
work in writing and typesetting. His favorite written form is 
poetry. [jkeelerroi@gmail.com]

Sean B. Alderson is an avid golfer, history buff, and 
follower of politics. He lives in St. Petersburg and is 
originally from Washington, D.C.

Linda Dobbs, 12-year ONE resident; lived/worked in 10 
states and three continents; a journalist/editor for 40 years; 
member of City’s International Relations Committee and Dali 
Guild; Tai Chi enthusiast; docent-in-training at Sunken 
Gardens. Husband Bob, 3 children, 3 grandchildren. [linda_
dobbs@yahoo.com]

MEET THE WRITERS

Will Michaels is retired as executive director of the History 
Museum and has served as president of St. Petersburg 
Preservation and vice president of the Dr. Carter G. Woodson 
Museum of African American History. He is the author of The 
Making of St. Petersburg. [wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com]

HappyFeet.com

Visit our Sundial store 
727-894-9633

The finest walking shoes on Earth

MAKE YOUR
FEET HAPPY!

Janan Talafer A long-time Snell Isle resident, Janan Talafer 
enjoys writing about people and places in St. Petersburg, her 
adopted hometown. She loves swing dancing, blues music, 
and gardening, even when the weeds threaten to overtake 
the yard. [janantalafer@gmail.com]



premiersothebysrealty.com

Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity.  
Property information herein is derived from various sources including, but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate.

Over 16,500 associates | Approximately 760 offices worldwide | More than 60 countries and territories globally | 26 Premier Sotheby’s International Realty locations

116 Brightwaters Boulevard NE   
Alona Dishy 727.458.8037
Web ID U7734722 $2,895,000

SNELL ISLE

4533 38th Street South   
Jan Kokernot 727.460.2956
Web ID U7732082 $498,900

ST. PETERSBURG
9704 Port Colony Way   
Cathy Waters 727.415.3536
Web ID U7745093 $479,900

TAMPA

773 4th Avenue North   
Kelly Lee McFrederick 727.410.3605
Web ID U7731473 $349,000

ST. PETERSBURG
420 64th Avenue #505  
Cathy Waters 727.415.3536
Web ID U7745110 $280,000

ST. PETERSBURG BEACH

9859 Sago Point Drive   
Peggy Grom 727.641.4442
Web ID U7723236 $587,500

BAYOU CLUB ESTATES

Lakeside Drive   
Kelly Lee McFrederick 727.410.3605
Web ID U7716506 $350,000

LUTZ
175 1st Street South #2701  
Frank Fage 727.492.7817
Web ID U7742028 $699,000

SIGNATURE PLACE

300 Rafael Boulevard NE   
Alona Dishy 727.458.8037
Web ID U7743960 $1,600,000

SNELL ISLE

6503 Debbie Lane South   
Robyn Gunn & Diane Swainston 727.421.7234

Web ID U7734925 $899,000

ST. PETERSBURG

1850 Brightwaters Boulevard NE  
Alona Dishy 727.458.8037
Web ID U7734674 $3,595,000

SNELL ISLE

1876 Coffee Pot Boulevard NE   
Alona Dishy 727.458.8037
Web ID U7743661 $1,350,000

ST. PETERSBURG

ST. PETERSBURG | 727.898.6800
102 2nd Avenue NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33701

MASTERING THE ART 
OF BEING CONNECTED
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catacombs or anything equally Masonic, 
Paul did show me into the inner 
workings of the 1926 Skinner organ. 

Wilborn told me I could climb up 
into a little cubbyhole to see some of the 
organ’s pipes, but I elected to only stand 
at the top of the four-rung ladder. After 
gingerly stepping back down, Paul 
showed me retuning certification for the 
organ, stating R. J. Weissinger, a Florida 
pipe organ builder, had serviced it on 
May 12, 2008.

Wilborn told me the organ is in good 
enough condition to use, but that the 
Palladium doesn’t use it unless a specific 
show involves organ playing.

Other than the organ, the Palladium 
doesn’t have many other secret areas, 
though I didn’t have a chance to see the 
basement. 

One thing a visitor should see before 
leaving the building is the old elevator 
in the northwest corner of the building. 
This elevator can only be operated by 
Palladium staff, and its main use is for 

wheelchair acces-
sibility to the 
Hough Hall. 

When looking 
for the history of 
the building, it’s 
easy to find just by 
walking through 
the main entrance 
doors. I highly 
recommend taking 
a tour of the 
premises, but if 
time only allows a 

glance, make sure to notice the tile 
flooring and the old elevator, and 
definitely take a peek through the main 
doors to the Hough Hall – looking up 
the stairs into the hall offers a sense of 
grandeur and magnificence. 

in the building are the windows, more 
out of necessity than choice. Each time 
a window breaks, it must be replaced. 
Unfortunately, the old translucent 
windows that take up most of the 
window frames are not manufactured 
any longer. The new windows are what 
you might see in an average St. Pete 
household instead of the colorless 
stained glass look of the originals.

“This building could have been 
abandoned,” Wilborn tells me at the 
end of my tour. 

If not for a group of art philanthro-
pists, including the Hough and Stavros 
families, the Palladium may never have 
been established. Then, in 2007, the 
Palladium Theater became a part of St. 
Petersburg College. Over $2 million has 
been poured into renovations for 
preserving for the building, including 

the building, noting how clean the 
bricks and windows were. I wondered 
how much renovation had to be done 
to the outside to make it look this great 
after 90 years in existence. 

The Palladium as it stands now looks 
almost identical to how it looked after 
construction, except now it’s surrounded 

the addition of a utility building on the 
east side. 

This additional building was 
constructed using the same material and 
design as the original building, and is 
connected by an elevated walkway as a 
way to preserve the look and foundation 
of the latter. This additional building’s 
main purpose is to provide electricity 
and air conditioning to the Palladium.

The most recent renovations to the 
Palladium are the expansions of the 
main restrooms, which were doubled in 

size. Looking at the new restroom, the 
only thing telling of a renovation is a 
pillar where a knocked-out wall used to 
be. Just like the additional building, the 
addition to the bathroom is identical to 
its original form.

St. Petersburg College has done as 
much as it can to preserve the building 
which now houses the Palladium 
Theater. Even the old pulpit from the 
First Church is being used, though not 
in its original place; soon, the pulpit will 

be what Wilborn calls the ‘Donor Wall.’
During my tour with Wilborn, I 

asked about any secret tunnels the 
building might have, crumbled in or 
otherwise. Though I did not see any 
tunnels leading to underground 

Josh Keeler

Formerly known as the First Church 
of Christ, Scientist, the Palladium 
at St. Petersburg College was 

designed by architect Howard Lovewell 
Cheney. Cheney’s design for the 
building was Romanesque, a style one 
can surely pick up on merely by viewing 
the archways and pillars on the outside. 
The George A. Fuller Construction 
Company – the same company which  
constructed the iconic Flatiron Building 
in New York City – built the Palladium 
in 1925.

Before taking a tour of the inside, I 
worked my way around the perimeter of 

by lush Florida green instead of dirt. BJ 
Johnson, the facilities coordinator of the 
Palladium Theater, makes certain the 
building stays clean and in tiptop shape 
for the hundreds of guests who visit 
every week. 

Both Johnson and Paul Wilborn, the 
executive director, concern themselves 
with preserving the integrity of the 
building’s past. If the condition of the 
brick and terra cotta outside wasn’t 
enough to convince me of this, the tour 
I took inside certainly did. 

On my tour, I learned the doors had 
recently been replaced using the same 
African mahogany as the original ones; 
the Ernest A. Batchelder tile flooring 
hasn’t been removed or replaced since 
construction; even the 850 seats in 
Hough Hall are the same – Wilborn told 
me the hall had never held pews, even 
as a church. Most seats, as Wilborn 
pointed out, still have hat racks attached 
to their undersides.

The only things that really change 

Preserving the Past: A Building’s History in St. Pete
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a World of WoNder for ChildreN at 
suNkeN GardeNs

Susan Rebillot

In Mamaw’s Memoirs, by Mattie Lou Cherboneaux, 
the author spins stories of her Grandma Bibb’s and 
her own memories of childhood largely spent in 

the area in St. Petersburg now known as The Historic 
Old Northeast. Mattie Lou speaks of playing among 
piney woods, orange groves, peach orchards, and a 
pineapple plantation, all the way to Coffee Pot Bayou 
with nary a house in sight, not far from the property 
that was to become Sunken Gardens. She talks of 
gleeful times at the swimming hole which is now 
Crescent Lake. In reading Mattie Lou’s stories of the 
neighborhood in 1899 through the bust of the 1930s, 
readers can almost hear the fits of giggles of children 
roaming through woods, groves and farmland, the 
land dotted with cows, horses, and barns. 

 In 1903, another family arrived in St. Petersburg. 
Mr. George Turner, Sr., a plumber, relocated from 
Jacksonville in response to a call-out to tradesmen to 
help build the new city of St. Petersburg. He purchased 
acreage not far from where Mattie Lou played, and 
drained an ancient sinkhole which had filled with 
water. He began to develop an exotic sub-tropical 
garden with curving paths, waterfalls and ponds, which 
became the lush oasis that we know today as Sunken 
Gardens. He was fascinated by exotic species of plants 
and began planting species from around the globe. 

 When the bust of the 1930s struck, he developed 
the garden into a Florida roadside attraction, one of 
the longest-lived, earliest, and most successful of these 
family-owned, nature-focused Florida-themed attrac-
tions. Through three generations, the Turner family 
helped to define the city, the Florida tourism industry, 
and the continued growth of St. Petersburg. Children’s 
voices were heard among the garden paths as the 
Turners added exotic birds, pygmy goats, wallabies, 
capybaras, and other wildlife.

But, with the advent of attractions such as Disney-
world, Busch Gardens, Universal Studios, and others, 
the days of Florida roadside attractions drawing 
millions of visitors came to an end. There was a 
groundswell of grassroots citizen effort to preserve the 
Gardens, which resulted in a referendum in March 
1999 for a ½ mil tax for one year to pay the $3.8 
million purchase price. In 1999, the City purchased 
Sunken Gardens, and it reopened in 2000. Sunken 
Gardens has been lovingly preserved and restored, 
and has both local and national historic designations. 
It also has a Master Plan, finalized in 2013, developed 
by award-winning landscape architect David Sacks 
in conjunction with Le-Huu Partners Architects/
Urbanists, which includes the creation of a Children’s 
Garden. Here, children will be able to participate in 
hands-on gardening activities. There will be a 

 The kick-off class was provided by Sunken Gardens, 
a class about the exotic birds which inhabit the 
Gardens. Children had an opportunity to interact up 
close with Mindy, an umbrella cockatoo who dances 
and does back-flips, and Willy, a double yellow-headed 
Amazon parrot who talks and sings.  Children will 
earn a Cockatoo Certificate for completing the class. 
Currently, many specialized guided tours are provided 
annually for groups of children, and the Sunken 
Gardens team hopes that the new Saturday program 
will contribute to the education and enjoyment of 
children and families in the community and that new 
generations of garden lovers will grow as Sunken 
Gardens continues to evolve.  

vegetable patch, a potting porch, and other opportu-
nities for interactive learning. All that is needed to 
bring this plan to fruition is the generosity of a donor. 

Although the Children’s Garden remains a plan 
for the future, Sunken Gardens has developed a new 
educational program for children, and the kick-off 
was Saturday, September 5. These Saturday morning 
programs will provide a balance between education 
and activities which are garden-related, and those 
which are nature-related. Sunken Gardens has 
developed partnerships with the Suncoast Herpeto-
logical Society to provide classes about turtles and 
tortoises – including Emily (the African spurred 
tortoise) and Red, Rocky, and Shelly (the red-footed 
tortoises) who all live at the Gardens – and about 
other wildlife. Master gardener Debi Ford will present 
animated PowerPoints about butterflies, a beginner’s 
guide to plants and vegetable gardening. Plans are in 
process for classes on marine life and ecology to be 
provided by Tampa Bay Watch. Hydroponic U has 
signed on to teach children and their families how to 
create hydroponic gardening systems.  

Upcoming Children’s Horticultural Programs 
and Workshops at Sunken Gardens

Children’s Programs: Children’s classes are held on 
Saturdays at 10:30am. Location within Sunken 
Gardens TBA. Classes are included in the price of 
admission to the Gardens or free with membership. 
*Some classes require pre-registration and a fee. 
Please call 727-551-3102 to pre-register for these. 
September 5: Sprouting Naturalists Program  
Sunken Gardens’ Birder Program for kids ages 4-11. 
Earn a Cockatoo Certificate, learn about flamingos, 
parrots, and kookaburras. Meet some of our birds!
September 12: Children’s Program
Budding Botanists Garden Hunt. Children and families 
guided tour of Sunken Gardens. Complete a 
scavenger hunt along the way! 
September 19: Little Sprouts Program
Beginner’s Guide to Plants presented by Debi Ford, 
master gardener. Children will learn about types and 
parts of plants, planting and growing plants, and how 
to make leaf rubbings. $5/pre-registration required.
October 3: Sprouting Naturalists Program
The Amazing World of Turtles and Tortoises presented 
by Vicki Wilhelmi, Suncoast Herpetological Society. 
Learn about and interact with turtles and tortoises! 
October 10: Children’s Birder Program
Creating Natural Bird Feeders for Your Home. Create 
feeders out of natural materials to attract local birds 
to your garden at home! Earn a Cardinal Certificate.  
October 17: Little Sprouts Program
Learning About Vegetable Gardening, presented by 
Debi Ford, master gardener. Learn about where our 
vegetables come from, how to plant and grow 
vegetables successfully, and how to feed and care for 
plants for a good harvest. Pre-registration required.*
November 7: Sprouting Naturalists
Snakes and Lizards in the Garden, presented by Vicki 
Wilhelmi, Suncoast Herpetological Society. Learn about 
varieties of snakes and lizards found in Florida gardens.  
November 14: Budding Botanists
Let’s Build a Hydroponic Garden, presented by Allan 
Bednar, Hydroponic U. Children and families create a 
hydroponic garden to take home, and learn about 
growing edibles the hydroponic way. Call about 
pre-registration and fee. 
November 21: Sprouting Naturalists Program
The Wonderful World of Water, presented by Debi 
Ford, master gardener. Learn about bodies of water 
on our planet, the importance of water to the world, 
and about conservation.
December 5: Budding Botanists
All About Butterflies, presented by Debi Ford, master 
gardener. Learn about the life cycle of butterflies and 
about attracting them to your garden. Hands-on 
activity. Call about pre-registration and fee. 
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Heartfelt Helping
Samantha Bond

Over the phone, she sounds like a Swedish 
diplomat. In person, she looks like a model. 
She is warm, compassionate, and poised. She 

is also passionate, particularly about the need for 
children to have a safe, nurturing home. Her name 
is Annica Keeler and in fact, she is originally from 
Sweden. 

Professionally, Annica is the assistant to the CEO 
and corporate hospitality at the Tampa Bay Times. 
She networks, plans, and manages corporate 
involvement in the community. 

“Children,” she stresses, “are innocent.” She is 
referring to her volunteer work with the Pinellas-
Pasco Heart Gallery. The Heart Gallery’s mission is 
to increase the number of successful adoptions 
of local children in foster care. In addition, 
they recruit and support families interested 
in adoption. One of the ingenious ways they 
accomplish this is the creation of a photo-
graphic exhibit showing children available 
for adoption. The children are photographed 
by local Tampa Bay Area photographers who 
donate their services. Each child is profiled 
in photos and words in the form of a brief 
biography. It is well named –  the Heart 
Gallery – for surely it touches the hearts of 
all who view it. The Northeast Journal has 
kindly provided space in each of their publi-
cation issues for photos of some of the children 
available for adoption.

Annually, the Heart Gallery hosts a special 
evening at Tropicana Field. In April 2015, 
Annica co-chaired the event, Celebrate Me 

Home, along with Jane Nunnelly. The event features 
the Heart Gallery traveling photographic display, and 
incorporates a special evening where attendees are 
treated to a cocktail hour, silent auction, and fine 
dining experience literally on the field at Tropicana. 
Local media personality, Al Roechel, emceed this 
year’s event. Children available for adoption do not 
attend the event in person, though a recent success 
story is shared by a child who has met their forever 
family. Contacts are key in orchestrating an event 
that relies on the generosity of sponsors, volunteers, 
and attendees. While I didn’t ask to see her phone, 
I would guess Annica’s contacts database is in the 
tens of thousands. (I suspect I may now be on her 
list!) She stresses that everyone helps in their own 

way, and hers is to take a message and make 
it “broader, wider and louder.” 

Annica’s skills as an event organizer are 
legendary, and she agreed that she could be 
considered a “serial volunteer”. In addition 
to the Heart Gallery, she has had the pleasure 
of working with numerous organizations in 
the community including Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters, Habitat for Hummanity, CASA, 
Academy Prep, and Junior League of St. 
Petersburg among others.

Beautiful inside and out, Annica is a 
“vivid yogi” and now enjoys boating, paddle-
boarding, and travel. She moved here from 
Sweden 21 years ago, after spending time 
working on a cruise ship in order to satisfy 
her desire to see the world. Many family 
members still reside in Sweden, where she 
travels each summer with her family of four 
to relax and reconnect. 

Annica Keeler, right, with co-worker Marti Galloway (top), and Celebrate Me 
Home co-chair Jane Nunnelly (bottom)

For Our Fall 2015

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT
EVENT SERIES

at Shorecrest 

www.shorecrest.org/events 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9 
Shorecrest Upper School presents
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE
7pm Janet Root Theatre
Suitable for children Grades 9-12

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15
ArtsPower presents
DOG LOVES BOOKS
10am Janet Root Theatre
Suitable for Preschool–2nd Grade

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3
SHORECREST OPEN HOUSE 
7pm Janet Root Theatre Lobby
Grades 5-12

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4 & 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5
Shorecrest Middle School presents
THE LION KING JR
7pm Janet Root Theatre 
Suitable for all ages

JOIN US

Throughout the year, the department of Arts & Humanities at Shorecrest sponsors a number of student performances
and hosts visiting professional artists and theatre groups. Join us for one of our many Cultural Enrichment events this fall
at Shorecrest. For more information or to RSVP call 727-522-2111 or visit www.shorecrest.org/events. 
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Mystical Paintings by Local Artist Deborah Kelley
Janan Talafer

In the charming, eclectic Old Northeast home she shares with her husband Danny 
Lister and their Labrador Riley, Debby Kelley paints transcendent mystical 
paintings that showcase her Native American Indian Cherokee heritage.
D. Yael Kelley, as she signs her paintings, wields a paint bush rather than words, 

to tell a story that represents both the physical connection with the earth, as well 
as the spiritual and transcendent. 

At first glance, her art looks like abstract shapes and forms, but “look closely and 
you’ll see that it’s actually very realistic,” says Kelley. Bears, crows, mountain lions, 
turtles, horses, and the corn mother are common symbols. 

She likes to start the creative process by selecting 
a beautiful rock or a Native American fetish (a 
carved representation of an animal or something 
nature that is used as a talisman or good luck piece).

At Red Cloud Indian Arts on Beach Drive, you’ll 
not only find many of her paintings on display, but 
also a selection of the amazing items which she uses 
for inspiration, from gorgeous pieces of turquoise, 
labradorite, and azurite to tiny stone fetishes of the 
corn mother.

It’s uncanny to hold one of Red Cloud’s beautiful 
labradorite rocks, turn it so it reflects the stone’s 
natural iridescence, and suddenly see a subtle shape 
of a turtle appear. Then, to look up and see the 
painting on the wall titled, Moon Is My Sun. Kelley 
has creatively captured the turtle image on a bright 
red background with a sun shining brightly overhead.

 “I spend time with the rocks and fetishes, looking 
for the patterns and allowing them to begin talking 
to me,” says Kelley. “I don’t always know where I’m 
going when I start a painting. It’s almost like moving 
the pieces around until I see order. Sometimes I’m 
not sure where it’s going until the artwork begins to 
paint itself.” 

She paints in oil on canvas, and uses a technique 
of adding many layers of glaze, sometimes as many 
as 20 or 30, which not only adds a depth to the 
images, but also creates a 
finished piece layered with 
meaning. “It’s all about the 
inner experience – archetypal 
ideas translated through stone 
on canvas,” says Kelley. “Every-
thing has meaning through 
symbols.” 

Kelley’s work wasn’t always 
so symbolic. For years she 
painted landscapes and 
portraits. She trained in 
England at the Suffolk College 
of Art and Design where she 
studied the impressionists, 
post-impressionist, romantic, 
pre-Raphaelite, symbolist and 
surreal painters. But, her more 
recent work has taken a 
different track.

“I wanted to do something 
that would elevate the conver-
sation and engage the community,” says Kelley. “I didn’t want to continue painting 
unless I could do something unique.”
a taleNt for art

Art has been part of Kelley’s journey as far back as she can remember. When she 
was five, she told her mother she wanted to grow up to be a painter. Her mother, 
who was a business professional, wasn’t convinced and encouraged her to learn how 
to sew and type. Isn’t that true for so many of us!

It wasn’t until years later, when Kelley was living in Abilene, Texas, and had her 
first art show, that her mother realized just how serious her daughter had been. 

“My parents had always teased me, saying, ‘When are you going to get a real 
job,’” says Kelley. “But at the art show, my mother looked around and said, ‘Wow. 
I guess this is a real job. I know you’re good at what you do because everyone tells 
me you are.’”

Kelley’s formative years were spent in the southern Ohio Valley. Her grandmother, 
who traced her ancestry to the eastern seaboard Cherokees, lived with the family 

and kept Kelley and her brother spellbound with her stories and knowledge of wild 
herbs for medicinal uses. 

Family lore said that her grandmother had been placed with a white family when 
she was about six, but just to be sure that the family stories of Native American 
heritage were true, a few years ago Kelley underwent DNA testing, confirming not 
only the Cherokee link, but also Jewish, Irish and German ancestry. Yael, the name 
she signs on her paintings, is a testament to her Jewish heritage.

When Kelley was about 11, the family picked up and moved south to Florida and 
the St. Petersburg area. It was the 1970s and schools here were starting to be segre-
gated. She attended Seminole Junior High School, where she jokes she launched 
her official “professional” art career by selling some of her artwork to fellow students.

After high school, Kelley left the states to study 
in England, where her son Jason was born. From 
there she moved to Texas, living in both Abilene 
and Dallas. Her daughters Hattie, a hair stylist, and 
Haddas, the mother of Kelley’s first grandchild, still 
live in Dallas.
a VoiCe for the arts 

It was in Texas that Kelley not only launched 
her full-time art career, but also got involved in arts 
advocacy. She is a past-president and artist-in-
residence of the Center for Contemporary Arts of 
Abilene, and past-vice-president of the Texas Visual 
Arts Association.

In 2005, when Kelley moved back to St. 
Petersburg after a 26-year absence, she continued 
her passion for arts advocacy. 

For almost a decade, she served as executive 
director of the St. Petersburg City Theater, a 
nonprofit in South St. Pete which will celebrates its 
90th anniversary this fall. It is the longest continu-
ously operating community theater in Florida.

Like many directors of nonprofits, Kelley did a 
little bit of everything. She oversaw theater opera-
tions, handled the grant writing, and a myriad of 
other details. But, with a 70-to-80-hour week, it 
didn’t give her much time for anything else, says 
Kelley. Her focus on art was pretty much limited to 

painting many of the theater sets.
She did, however, have time 

to get involved in the community. 
Kelley lent her expertise in arts 
advocacy to many local organiza-
tions. She is a past-chairman of 
the St. Petersburg Arts Advisory 
Committee and current treasurer 
of the St. Petersburg Arts 
Alliance. 

For Kelley, arts advocacy 
really comes down to community 
connections and giving back. 
“My strength comes from the 
ability to communicate and work 
with profits and nonprofit across 
the entire continuum,” she says. 
“I understand how funding works 
and I understand the link 
between city government and 
the arts.”

About two years ago, when her mother began to show signs of Alzheimer’s disease 
at the same time her son was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis, Kelley had one of 
those watershed moments. She decided it was time to start thinking about her future 
and her legacy. She hadn’t been painting seriously in quite a while and wondered 
what might be next. 

Kelley credits her mother for being the catalyst. “Shortly before my mother 
passed, she asked me, ‘What are you doing with your life?’ I told her I was running 
the theater and involved in arts organization, and she looked at me and said, ‘You 
should be painting; that’s who you are.”

Last year, Kelley turned over the helm of the St. Petersburg City Theater to its 
current director and embarked on her new career path. She hasn’t looked back.

You can find her paintings on display at Red Cloud Indian Art, as well as at 
galleries in Austin TX, New Orleans LA, and Asuncion, Paraguay in South 
America.  

ARTIST PROFILE

Chaco Bear

Artist D Yael Kelley with painting Holding Up the Sun

The Moon Is My Sun
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DINING OUT

Book Your Party
for Any Occasion! 

FREE CABANA
with booked party

Full Liquor Bar / Poolside Food Menu 

LIVE MUSIC SUNDAYS 1-5 PM
THURSDAY 5-7 PM $5 MARGARITAS, $1 HOUSE WINE, AND $1 SLOPPY JOE OR PULLED PORK SLIDERS
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AROUND THE BLOCK
 

shiNe BriGht!

With a growing focus on St. 
Petersburg as a leading arts 
destination throughout the 

country, SHINE aims to further 
activate the “City of the Arts” with 
vibrant, creative, and inspiring 
murals in public spaces. During 
September 1-12 2015, the festival 
plans to re-introduce the 5 Arts 
Districts of St. Petersburg with a 
curated, open-air museum showcasing 
the best and brightest local and 

international artists throughout the 
city. At least 10 walls of varying 
proportions will be painted all 
during early- to mid-September.
About Shine

Made up of local artists and 
community members, SHINE is a 
not-for-profit public art project, 
intended to illuminate the power of 
art in public spaces by revitalizing 
areas, inspiring dialogue, and uniting 
our community – all while culti-
vating new standards of artistic 
excellence and reflecting St. Petersburg’s creative and vibrant spirit.
St. Petersburg Mural Festival

With a rich art history, St. Petersburg’s notable art residents have helped 
the city and the art 
community embrace 
the blossoming street 
art movement.

A n d  n o w,  i n 
conjunction with the 
City of St. Petersburg 
and the St. Pete Arts 
Alliance, the SHINE 
Mural Festival will 
put a spotlight on the 
power of art in public 
spaces and St. 
Petersburg as an 
international arts 
destination.

For more infor-
mation on this 
fabulous event check 
out shineonstpete.
com. 

97
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Call for Personalized Tour License #C084323

Alegria Montessori School welcomes students without regard to race, color, re ligion, national or ethnic origin, or economic or social class.

866-1901866-19013200 58th Ave. S.
at Maximo Presbyterian Church
alegriamontessori.com

2015-2016

• Elementary and Middle School
• Spaces available ages 9-12

• Collaborative work environment
• Integrated curriculum

• Fostering self-motivation, 
independence and 
academic success

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Trane offers high-quality, energy-efficient systems and 

is the leader in residential indoor air quality
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Trane brand is the most highly-rated brand of 
residential heating, cooling and ventilation

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Together with Kron & West, you can experience a 
dependable, efficient high-performance system

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Kron & West’s service department is available for all brands 24/7

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
We Are Committed to 100% Customer Satisfaction
Class ‘A’ State Certified CAC1814552, CAC042743 & CAC1815643

727-345-0317
www.kronwest.com

We Service and Repair All Brands
Call us for details on our specials and rebates!

KRON
AIR CONDITIONING

& WEST
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Store patron Jennifer Ashley said, “I come here 
because of the friendly staff. Steve recognizes me and 
always has what I need. He gets to know his customers 
personally.” David Brannon adds, “I drive out of my 
way to visit this store. I am greeted by my name when 
I walk in. It’s the genial approach and attention to 
customer service that keeps me coming back. What 
Steve has created is truly amazing and unique in this 
day and age.”

The following was one of Steve’s most cherished 
moments. “We sometimes encounter people who 
have fallen on hard times. One day, I was dealing with 
such a customer. He was disheveled, had little money, 
and was just looking for something to eat. Then I 
noticed that one of our regular customers was 
impatiently waiting in line. She was often fussy and 
critical. I made sure that he was taken care of and 
helped him a little with the bill. She then approached 
the counter with tears in her eyes. She told me she 
was moved... not because I gave him some extra food, 
but because of the way I treated him with respect and 
dignity. In her words, ‘It was a lesson in kindness.’” 
This is the essence of Steve May and in his own words 
“The way it should be.”

Steve has seen his dream come to fruition. His 
community store is a shining example of convenience 
and kindness fashioned by a simpler time – the way 
all local stores should be. 

Sean B. Alderson

Do you remember a time when your local mom- 
and-pop corner store was clean, had something 
for everyone, and employed a warm and 

friendly staff who cared about its customers and 
community? These attributes for the recently opened 
BP Old Northeast General Store were the dream for 
owner Steve May. His dream has been realized.

Steve grew up in rural Ohio where the local 
general store played a huge role. Steve recalls, “It’s 
where we bought our bottles of Coke and penny 
candies. And where people were friends and neighbors 
before they were customers, and where a sense of 

community was supported. If you are thinking that 
this sounds like an episode of The Andy Griffith Show, 
then you get this vision. We all move so fast in our 
daily lives that I think we appreciate the idea of 
simpler times. Whether it be the local bakery, 
restaurant, or gas station, I see this support of the 

local community in our neighborhoods, and I wanted 
to be a part of it.”

His most recent collaboration with a nearby 
successful bakery has been quite fruitful. “This is 
another venue to purchase local goods and support 
community businesses. We also offer great wines and 
local brews from St. Petersburg, Tampa, and Sarasota.” 
Steve is very proud of the regional products that his 
customers have to choose from. 

The down-home look of his store is not by accident 
either. When Steve purchased the store it was gutted 
and made to reflect the establishments that he 
patronized growing up. 

Steve cares for his clientele. His store features a 

community bulletin board where customers are 
welcome to leave or take a business card, advertise 
items for sales or catch up on local happenings. And 
if the staff sees that a customer brought a dog to the 
store, they will come out to your vehicle and offer a 
free dogie treat. What other store does that these days? 

Convenience with Kindness
GOODNESS InDEED

Another  
Community-Building 

Venue Nearby
Welcome to The Old Southeast Market!
Craft beers, deli sandwiches, groceries, coffee, fresh 
produce and epicurean surprises are lining up on the 
shelves at our gorgeous, completely renovated  
neighborhood grab-and-go. 
Formerly called the Gita, and right next to historical 
landmark Thrill Hill on Third Street, just south of  the 
University of South Florida and the old Dali Museum, 
the market is now open 8am-8pm Monday through 
Saturday at 1700 3rd Street South. 

BP Old Northeast General Store patron Jennifer Ashley with owner Steve May
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Attention Realtors:

Give Yourself A 30% Raise!
 

Whatever agreement you have with your broker,
Direct Express Realty will beat it by 30%.

We will pay for your first 1000 business cards and
any transfer fees with the state and PRO Board.

727-827-2884
Call Today!

Or at least bring this ad to your broker to see if he will beat this deal!
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Elena  
Azuola 

21st Avenue NE

Chris  
Avren 

Coffee Pot Blvd NE

Jason  
Griffin  

9th Avenue NE

What would your high school friends think you’d 
be doing these days? I don’t really know, I was 
kind of the wild child so I’m sure their answers 
would vary greatly.  

Using only one word, name something significant 
about your life today. I can’t do it in one, but I can 
with six… Harper Laine Griffin Lyndsey Shaw 
Griffin

Best thing about living in this day and age?  
I always say that my determination and persistence 
far outweighs my skill set, so I guess that hard work 
can pay off!

Favorite kid pastime you miss most? Building forts 
with my friends and dreaming about all of the things 
we were going to do when we grew up.

Favorite memory from age 13? I love all of my 
memories from my childhood.  What I like most is 
the lack of responsibility and dreaming up all the 
possibilities for our grown-up selves.  It was a 
different time then, and kids could be kids. That 
played a huge role in who I am today.

If your house were burning (all family and pets 
were safe), what one thing would you grab? 
Probably nothing else.  If my family and pets were 
safe then everything else doesn’t really matter.  
One lesson I have learned is stuff comes and goes 
and in the end it’s just stuff!

What is your idea of exercise? Working until I drop... 
it’s why I have dad bod designed by The Mill.

How many times have you fallen in love? Once

Your favorite dish to fix? That’s easy... whatever 
chef Ted Dorsey is cooking!  Truth be told I can’t 
cook at all, but I am thankful that I have a partner 
who is absolutely brilliant at this! He is the genius 
behind The Mill!

Best thing about living in St. Petersburg? That’s an 
easy one... the people!  I have traveled extensively 
in my time, and can wholeheartedly say that there 
are no better people than you find in St. Pete. I’m 
blown away by them every day, and am very 
thankful I can be a part of such a wonderful 
culture.

Best hidden gem in St. Pete? C’mon... you know I 
have to say The Mill.

What book inspires you? Another easy one for 
me... Think and Grow Rich by Napolean Hill

Which St. Pete bird is your favorite:  heron, pelican, 
flamingo, ibis or other? I honestly have no clue; 
never really thought about it. I guess flamingos. I 
think they are beautiful. And I will probably catch 
some flack for this answer. 

What’s your favorite place to meet new people?
I try and meet new people everywhere I go. As I 
said, I think St. Pete has the best people, so I’m 
constantly speaking with people everywhere I go.  
It becomes a problem if I’m in a hurry.

Do you play an instrument?
I am the least musically talented person you will 
ever meet!

What would your high school friends think you’d 
be doing these days?
Enjoying life

Using only one word, name something significant 
about your life today.  
Healthy

Best thing about living in this day and age? 
Technology....hand held computer power that used 
to take up a floor of an office building

Favorite kid pastime you miss most?  
Going to the playground at the local school and 
not returning home until dinnertime. No one 
worried about your safety and you were always safe.

Favorite memory from age 13?  
Going to family reunion

If your house were burning (all family and pets 
were safe), what one thing would you grab?  
Laptop

What is your idea of exercise?  
I have a regular workout routine six days a week.  
Weights and aerobic.

How many times have you fallen in love?  
Hundreds in puppy love, and one for real. We have 
been marred 41 years and counting.

Your favorite dish to fix?  
Anything on the grill

Best thing about living in St. Petersburg?  
People

Best hidden gem in St. Pete?  
My neighborhood (Coffee Pot and 28th Avenue)

What book inspires you?  
The Magic of Believing by Claude Bristol

Which St. Pete bird is your favorite:   
heron, pelican, flamingo, ibis or other?  
Parakeet. You can see them in the park when you 
walk along the seawall.

What’s your favorite place to meet new people?  
Walking my dog on Coffee Pot

Pancake breakfast, cookout, fancy dinner, or other?  
All of them. I love to eat...

Your favorite quote?  
You become what you think about, you achieve all 
you choose to achieve!

If you were elected mayor of this city, what would 
be your first improvement?  
Find a way to work with local businesses to subsidize 
the cost of training teenagers who want and need 
to earn money during the summer or after school.

What do you love most about living in this country?  
Freedom to make your own decisions, but I’m 
getting concerned with too much government 
intrusion in my daily life.

Do you play an instrument?  
No

What is your first thought in the morning? 
Ain’t life swell.

What would your high school friends think you’d 
be doing these days?
Diplomat

Using only one word, name something significant 
about your life today.  
Scott

Best thing about living in this day and age? 
Access

Favorite kid pastime you miss most?  
Playing

Favorite memory from age 13?  
Books, boys

If your house were burning (all family and pets 
were safe), what one thing would you grab?  
A painting from New Zealand of a beloved 
Heading Dog named Fat Pam

What is your idea of exercise?  
Cycling

How many times have you fallen in love?  
Countless

Your favorite dish to fix?  
Citrus lamb shanks on a bed of polenta

Best thing about living in St. Petersburg?  
It has the feel of a village but the services of a city

Best hidden gem in St. Pete?  
Coffee Pot Blvd not “hidden” but a true gem

What book inspires you?  
Oxford English Dictionary

Which St. Pete bird is your favorite:   
heron, pelican, flamingo, ibis or other?  
Pelican

What’s your favorite place to meet new people?  
In my home

Pancake breakfast, cookout, fancy dinner, or other?  
Dinner party in my home

Your favorite quote?  
Spike Milligan’s gravestone: “I told you I was ill.”

If you were elected mayor of this city, what would 
be your first improvement?  
More parking

What do you love most about living in this country?  
Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness

Do you play an instrument?  
No

What is your first thought in the morning? 
How lucky I am

To be considered for the Meet Your Neighbor page, you may contact Susan Alderson at susie2wong@gmail.com.

Dwd
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727.528.7653
www.NorthstarRealty.com

216 Beach Dr NE
LET NORTHSTAR REALTY

GUIDE YOU HOME!

We would like to welcome 
the newest agents

to join the 
Northstar Realty Team:  

Mojeh Unger
727.642.8496

&
Jake Walsh, MBA

813.407.0504

727.527.6553 170 47th Ave NE, St. Petersburg • www.racquetclubstpete.com 

Membership Special
Three Months

for the Price of One
Single $170
Family $205

Free weekly tennis clinics, swimming,
fitness and great food at the

NEW  Baseline Bistro

Back to School Special! 

Join today!
Full tennis, pool, and gym privileges included 

AROUND THE BLOCK
 

hiGhliGhtiNG first uNited Methodist ChurCh’s staiNed Glass

St. Petersburg’s emergence as a center for the arts may seem recent to 
those unaware of First United Methodist Church’s ten magnificent, 
Tiffany-style American stained-glass windows.  They are mostly interpre-

tations of well-known religious paintings and depict important events in the 
life of Christ from birth to ascension. 

The  Gothic Revival style church, built in 1926, stands majestically on 
the corner of 2nd Avenue and 3rd Street North in the heart of downtown. 
Placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1990, it offers  an 
exquisite look at a piece of St. Petersburg history and the glorious work of 
American glass artistry.    

The windows are blown glass and were produced by one of the oldest 
American studios, the George Hardy Payne Studio of Paterson, NJ.  

Nine windows, each measuring 40” x 63”, adorn the east and west walls 
of the sanctuary.  The centerpiece dominating the south wall of the narthex 
is a 10 x 18 interpretation of Leonardo daVinci’s  painting, The Last Supper.  
His original is on the north wall of a Dominican Convent, Santa Maria del 
Grazzi, in Milan, Italy.  Even with the change of medium from a painting to 
glass, the integrity of the original is maintained.  

Leonardo daVinci intended to show real people, acting like real people 
through their body language and emotions. The glass artists captured that 
so the viewer can become part of the experience.  Special interior lighting 
affords a remarkable view to those who pass by the window at night. 
Hollywood memorialized this window when Ron Howard featured it as the 
background for the wedding scene in his movie, Cocoon.

The windows are known for their color, dimension, opalescence, and 
detail achieved by the generous use of several layers of glass, drapery glass 
and frit. Drapery glass results from a process used to create ripples and folds 
which give depth and dimension. Frit is the combination of glass crushed 
into a fine powder and mixed with oil as common as olive oil.  It is ‘painted’ 
onto a character to create details such as hair, beards, and such, then refired. 
The oil burns off while the glass ‘paint’ adheres. 

Through the years, many visitors have appreciated the beauty of these 
uniquely American windows. That opportunity continues today.

Tours led by knowledgeable docents are offered every Wednesday morning  
at 11am. Special tours for groups can be scheduled by calling the church 
office at 727-894-4661. 
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Island Marathon Swim in 2014 and completed the 
28.5 miles in seven hours and 43 minutes. He had 
hoped to swim the Channel the same year, but was 
not able to get a good spot, so he looked toward the 
Catalina Channel swim instead, now with the Triple 
Crown on his mind. 

Each swim has its own challenges – a different 
beast. For Chris, Catalina is one that he says he will 
never do again. “Hours in the middle of the Pacific 
Ocean in pitch black with sharks and jellyfish? It was 
scary as can be,” he recalls. Regardless, he successfully 
completed the 20.2 miles in September 2014, in 
eleven hours and 24 minutes.

Chris’ demeanor is relaxed, easy-going, jovial. But 
when he describes the Channel swim and the training 
involved, one can appreciate the extensive discipline, 
organization, logistical and technical knowledge 

required, let alone the athletic ability. At 
morning practices, when friends joked 
with him, “Chris, you’re here!” he 
responded, “Yup... just like a job.” The 
training is equivalent to having a second 
job. “You must have the support of your 
spouse,” he explains, “both financially 
and emotionally. I had that – I couldn’t 
have done it without that.” He waited 
until both children, Clayton and Kelly, 
were grown. They, too, have been his 
biggest fans.

A marathon swimmer trains similarly 
to a marathon runner, swimming six days 
a week with a long swim on the weekends. 
Chris builds up to twelve miles before a 
marathon, equivalent to about six hours 
of swimming. He averaged 50,000 yards 
a week, adding extra yardage to the 
normal Masters workout. Looking back, 

he says, “It’s incredible. All this training I’ve done... 
I bet I haven’t swum 30 or 40,000 yards alone the 
entire time! He would often go to the pool expecting 
to do a 15-17,000 yard workout alone, but he says, 
“For the majority of those workouts, I had someone 
with me. It’s amazing the support I’ve had from my 
teammates. If I had to do all this training by myself, 
I would never have been able to do it, because I’m a 
very social swimmer.” 

The Channel is cold at 59-61°F – a challenge in 
itself. To be considered official, wet suits are not 
permitted. “The cold water was relentless. It never 
leaves you. It’s always beating on your head. You have 
to be careful about diving in water below 60°F. You 
have to get in slowly, otherwise you’ll get an ice cream 
headache. You have to breathe through your nose so 
there’s warm air going through your sinuses.” To 
acclimate to the cold water, Burke trained in the 60°F 
Gulf during winter months.

Not Just A Dip in The Pond...
Livia Zien

One-hundred-forty years ago this August 24, 
Captain Matthew Webb threw down the 
gauntlet and became the first person to swim 

across the notorious English Channel – from Dover, 
England, to the Cap Gris Nez in France – without 
assistance. Followed only by three boats, he completed 
the swim in 21 hours and 45 minutes. Since then, 
thousands of men and women have taken up the 
challenge. Gertrude Ederle became the first woman 
to complete the swim on August 6, 1926. With only 
about a 20% success rate, a mere 1,426 swimmers have 
completed a total of 1,903 solo swims to date. 

Over the years, marathon swimming – defined as 
open water swimming of distances longer than 10k 
(6.2 miles) – has gained popularity around the world. 
Yet it remains a small subset of the open water 
swimming community, and an even smaller subset of 
the swimming community as a whole. Thousands of 
open water races are held across the globe every year, 
but the three most well-known comprise the Triple 
Crown of Open Water Swimming: the Manhattan 
Island Marathon Swim in New York (28.5 miles), the 
English Channel between England and France (21 
miles), and the Catalina Channel in Southern 
California (20.2 miles). 

As of July 23, 2015, Chris Burke, 53, became only 
the 109th person in the world to earn this recognition. 
The final arduous leg of his Triple Crown pursuit 
began at 3:12am on the beach at the White Cliffs of 
Dover, England and finished only 10 hours and 44 
minutes later at the Cap Gris Nez, France.

Growing up in central Pennsylvania, Chris always 
knew he wanted to live on the water, inspired by the 
movie Flipper when he was a little boy. He met his 
wife Traci in college; Chris was a 
swimmer and Traci a national-level 
diver. They first moved to Brandon in 
1983, starting their life together in the 
Sunshine State, and eventually settled 
in Venetian Isles in 1992. 

By normal standards, Chris had a late 
start to his swimming career – in 10th 
grade. Too small to play football in rural 
Pennsylvania, he started competitive 
swimming. Burke modestly explains, 
“When people ask me about college 
swimming, I tell them I was a mediocre 
swimmer, on a mediocre team, in a 
mediocre conference, in a mediocre 
division.” He adds, “I just do things 
other people don’t do.” On that account, 
he is correct. Marathon swimmers are 
few and far between, and there are only 
111 swimmers world-wide, who have 

achieved the Triple Crown of Open Water Swimming. 
That’s right – something not many people do.

Although Chris has been training with the St. Pete 
Masters at North Shore Pool since the ’90s, he says, 
“I would show up for three months, then not show up 
for three months, show up for a month, not show up 
for eight months. It wasn’t until five years ago when 
I started swimming more regularly.” He entered the 
Hurricane Man Swim, a 2.4 mile open water race held 
every May on St. Pete Beach. “I swam it a few times, 
and I just felt very, very comfortable in that 
environment.” Burke’s teammate Ron Collins had 
just swum the English Channel and the Manhattan 
Island Marathon swim, and another fellow teammate, 
Tim Kennedy, had swum the 24 Mile Tampa Bay 
Marathon, so the seed was planted.

Incremental but quick, his path to achieving the 
Triple Crown started with 
being part of a four-man 
relay in 2008, in the Tampa 
Bay Marathon. By 2011, 
he swam a two-person 
relay with Kennedy. “Once 
I did the Tampa Bay swim 
with Tim, I realized that I 
was able to swim the whole 
thing.” To prepare, he 
swam a 12.5-mile race 
around Key West along 
with friends Pat Marzulli, 
Joe Lane, and Dr. Mark 
Smitherman, later to 
become his Triple Crown 
training partner. 

Unfortunately, weather 
was not on his side for his 

first solo Tampa Bay 
attempt in 2012. After six 
hours and 25 minutes into 
the race, all swimmers 
were pulled out of the 
water. Chris respects all 
components of open water 
swimming, including 
Mother Nature’s role. 
“People ask me if I was 
mad. I wasn’t mad . It was 
the right call. By the time 
we got back to my house, 
all hell broke loose. It was 
the right call.” The 
following year, Chris was 
the first place male finisher. 

Burke set his sights 
next on the Manhattan 

Chris Burke’s channel swim path (green) shows that his pace was fast enough to optimize the 
changing tides. Another swimmer (blue path) had to zig-zag across the Channel due to the tides.
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The Channel is unpredictable. Weather is always a factor. Followed by a boat, 
most swimmers cross in an S-shaped pattern, making the swim much longer than 
the point-to-point 21 miles. They’re at the mercy of changing tides over an 8- to 20- 
hour period. Burke’s best estimate put him at 13-14 hours, but he prepared for 18. 

In spite of the Channel’s capricious nature, patterns are still established. Traci 
was in charge of his strict schedule of feedings. “They tell you never to have a 
loved one on your crew because they might worry about you or baby you. I’m sure 
my wife worried about me, but I just knew I could trust her implicitly. I knew that 
when we say we want to eat every 30 minutes, it’s not going to be 33 or 34 minutes, 
it’s going to be 30.” 

Traci prepared his mixture of CarboPro, Gatorade, and hot water. “As soon as 
she started to move, I would swim up closer to the boat for the feeding.” She would 
drop the bottle tied to a rope. “I would grab it, drink, then go. There wasn’t much 
time for chitchat. No time to joke around. Taking an extra half hour to feed during 
the swim could cost you three extra hours at the end if you miss the finish before 
the tide change.” 

Just like a cadence for cyclists, maintaining a consistent stroke count is 
important. An impartial observer on the boat counts the swimmer’s strokes. A 
drastic change in stroke rate is an indicator of hypothermia, but Chris was a very 
constant 53-54 strokes per minute.

“Think half hour at a time.” Chris had to stay focused. The faster he swam, the 
less he needed to worry about the weather. His training took over. Even when he 
tried to slow himself down, his body went into its natural pace, its natural rhythm.

There was no pageantry at the start of the swim. Around 3am, he climbed into 
the boat and headed toward a desolate beach just south of the harbor. The captain 
told him to get in, so he dove in, swam 100 yards up to the beach, and got out 
long enough for them to see that he was on dry land. He waved, dropped his hand, 
and started swimming. The clock started. The journey began.

There was no glitter at the end either. A dinghy was sent to follow him the last 
500 yards to shore. The swimmer can finish anywhere along the French coast, but 
the target is always the Cap Gris Nez. “If you miss that cap, you have a lot longer 
to go. I was fortunate enough to hit it.” Chris finished on the rocks. “I climbed up 
and got to a dry rock and raised my hand.” The clock stopped. Chris got into the 
dinghy and went back to the boat. They turned around and headed back to England. 

Friends gave him good luck charms before he set off across The Pond. Fellow 
teammate Bill Specht scheduled his business trip and took an overnight train to 
London to be on the Chris’ crew. One hour into the swim, Traci started experi-
encing motion sickness, but would not let it affect Chris’ swim. “My wife’s tough,” 
he remarks, not finding out until after he finished. While he was not alone in the 
journey leading up to the event, the swim itself is austere. The reward is personal 
– the sense of accomplishment, a unique understanding of physical limitations 
and the forces of nature, the continued appreciation for hard work, and the unwav-
ering support of loved ones. 

Unlike many competitive sports at the culmination of an event or season, there 
is little fanfare, no trophies or ceremonies, and there’s definitely no money in 
marathon swimming. Chris Burke is a Channel swimmer and has earned the Triple 
Crown of Open Water Swimming title. He has written his name on the wall of the 
White Horse Inn in Dover, among other successful swimmers – a Channel tradition.

Chris explains, “The English Channel, more than any swim I’ve ever done, 
was so emotionally and personally rewarding. I’m still riding on that adrenaline. 
There’s just so much mystique about it.” He adds, “Maybe it’s because people have 
heard about it since they were little kids. Bugs Bunny probably swam across the 
English Channel or something like that!” We’ll have to check our sources, but in 
the meantime, what’s next for Chris? 

He and Traci are planning two weddings. Both children are getting married in 
2016. Now there’s a marathon he will surely have to start training for soon! 

Above: Chris and Traci Burke after the 29-mile Manhattan Island Marathon Swim. Previous 
page: Chris and his support crew after completing Catalina Channel crossing; and Chris about 
9 hours into the 22-mile Catalina Channel crossing.
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James Martin

Anyone who has spent any time along the waterfront 
of Coffee Pot Bayou knows full well of the flocks 
of birds that can be found on the little island just 

south of the Snell Isle Bridge. Now, I’ve heard it commonly 
referred to as ‘Bird Island’ or ‘Pelican Island’ but it is in 
fact appropriately named the Coffee Pot Bayou rookery, 
at least according to the Audubon Society of Florida. I 
was unfamiliar with this use of the word rookery. I’ve 
heard it used sparingly as referencing a cluster of tenants 
in a densely populated area, but never attached to birds. 
A rookery is in fact “a breeding ground or communal 
living area of certain other species of gregarious birds or 
mammals.” Well, good to know, I thought... always nice 
to add another word to the coastal vernacular. 

Ever since I started paddling around Tampa Bay, I’ve 
had a fascination with our local wildlife, including our 
beautiful avian friends that call this tiny island home. It 
wasn’t until I began compiling research for this article 
that I learned how truly astonishing the array of birds 
that actually nest there is. According to the Audubon 
Society of Florida, nearly 500 pairs of nesting birds call 
this 2.8-acre mangrove island home. It’s actually quite 
astounding to think that such an awesome variety of birds 
nest here, literally in the middle of the hustle and bustle 
of a heavily populated urban area such as ours. The ’Burg 
will never cease to amaze me. 

I am by no means an ornithologist,  but I thought I 
had a fairly good grasp on some of our local birds. I was 
confident I could identify most of them on sight. Oh how 
wrong I was! I mistakenly believed the island was predom-
inately inhabited by brown pelicans, white ibis, and great 
blue herons. While those species definitely can be found 
on the island, so can multiple varieties of egrets, including 
snowy, great, cattle and reddish. Bird enthusiasts will also 
find black crowned night herons, anhinga, cormorants, 
and the beautiful roseate spoonbill to name a few. For 
anyone wishing to become a birder, there couldn’t be 
many locations more ideal to begin.  

So, when is the best time for bird watching? Honestly, 
it’s nature, so anytime works. But, the birds tend to be most 
active around sunrise and an hour or so prior to the setting 
of the sun. More serious birders claim that the fall and into 
early winter is when the biggest variety arrives, with flocks 
of birds escaping the harsh northern winters for our warm 
shores and honestly. Who can blame them!

The rookery at times can seem like a chorus of chaos 
– birds taking off and landing, more reminiscent of the 
holidays at Tampa International than a peaceful island.  
But, if you stop and take a closer glance, you’ll surely 
notice the island is a symphony of synchronization; 
hundreds nest there in perfect harmony. They coexist 

A Rockin’ Rookery
THE EVERYDAY OUTDOORSMAN

in close proximity to their neighbors while seemingly 
living in their own personal paradise among the lush 
mangroves. It truly is an amazing sight, one we nearly 
lost a decade ago.   

The Holland family of St. Petersburg had owned the 
tiny island for years, but in the winter of 2006 a sale was 
discussed with a Clearwater-based business. Although 
the land was not designated to be used commercially or 
residentially, the city later received plans proposing stilt 
housing to be built on the island. Although it was unlikely 
any structures would be built, a community-based group, 
appropriately named Bird Island, LLC pooled their 
resources and purchased the island for $60,000. Their 
intention was and continues to be to keep the island in 
its natural state, preserving it for you and me, and for our 
future generations to enjoy. Next time you’re out for a 
stroll along Coffee Pot, just look out at our little island 
and be thankful... thankful for its beauty, its great 
diversity, and its proximity. Yes, it can have a bit of an 
odor sometimes, but I prefer to think of it as a reminder 
of how alive and well the island is. Life smells sometimes. 
The cacophony of birdcalls can be noisy, but therein lies 
the beauty: nature proclaiming her existence. Here in 
the Old Northeast our little slice of heaven is so amazing. 
All you have to do is go outside and discover it for 
yourself. Until next time, see you in the sunshine.   

Ornithology is the branch of science devoted to birds. Ornithologists 
study every aspect of birds, including their songs, flight patterns, 
physical appearance, and migration patterns.
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AROUND THE BLOCK
WoMeN’s ChaMBer of CoMMerCe  
MoNthly luNCheoNs

The Women’s Chamber of Commerce of St. 
Petersburg (www.wccstpete.com) 
welcomes guests to attend their monthly 

luncheons. This group is in its 86th year of 
supporting projects and service to our great 
community. Please join Phyllis Powell, WCC 
president, members of the WCC board of 
directors, WCC members, and other guests at 
these 2015-2016 monthly luncheons.   
October 15, 2015

400 Beach Seafood and Tap House
400 Beach Drive NE
Guest Speaker: Chris Steinocher, 
president and CEO
St. Petersburg Area Chamber of Commerce

November 19, 2015
Carrabba’s Italian Grill
1951 4th Street N
Guest Speaker: Kim Dohlman, 
Creative Clay

December 17, 2015
St. Petersburg Yacht Club
11 Central Avenue
Entertainment: Jessica Burchfield 
and Francesca Jay 

January 21, 2016
Bonefish Grill
5062 4th Street N
Guest Speaker: Rachel Arndt, 
Tampa Bay Watch

February 18, 2016
The Birchwood
340 Beach Drive NE
Guest Speaker: Captain Anthony 
Holloway, chief
St. Petersburg Police Department

March 17, 2016
Fundraiser, theme and location TBD

April 21, 2016
St. Petersburg Country Club, 
2000 Country Club Way
Installation of 2016-2017 Officers

ADVERTISE
in the JOURNAL

Contact Susan at 727. 259.3149 or 
advertise@northeastjournal.org
for all your advertising needs.
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The St. Petersburg Museum of History also 
happens to be high on my resource list when I have 
to stretch a bit and research some arcane historical 
notes about St. Petersburg. The archives housed 
there at the museum are amazing. You can find 
details about when your house was built, who built 
it, who owned the property originally – and in many 
cases you can discover details of who your ancestors 
were, if they happened to be from around here. You 
can find copies of city directories for scores of years, 
early maps, photographs, handwritten notes, 
newspaper clippings and much more, including 
photographs and video archives. So, it is a familiar 
place for me, but today, I was on a bit of unfamiliar 
territory – asking questions about one of St. Pete’s 
best students of Florida history. 

Susan Alderson, NEJ managing editor and 
photographer, was already hard at work with Will, 
getting photographs in the Benoist Pavilion which 
contains the museum’s signature exhibit – a full-sized 
replica of the Benoist Airboat. The airboat looks 
exactly like the one in which Tony Jannus piloted 
St. Petersburg Mayor Abram Pheil 21 miles across 
the bay to Tampa on January 1, 1914. That feat is 
recognized as the first scheduled passenger flight 

using a fixed-winged aircraft. It was the beginning of 
commercial airline flights.

We continued our visit in the Archive Room, the 
place where so much of St. Petersburg’s history resides. 
Will Michaels is justifiably proud of all his accom-
plishments, although he is not the type of person to 
go into depth about his own considerable them. He 
would prefer to detail the history of others. He eagerly 
talks about the qualities of this city, which he has 
observed over the past 45 or so years. The most recent 
25 of those have been as a professional historian.

Susan and I wanted to know about his life before 
he came to St. Petersburg... where did he grow up... 
what were his favorite subjects in school? 

“History – I was always interested in stones and 
bones, and I took some history courses” at George 
Washington University in Washington, DC, where 
he earned his Bachelor’s Degree in 1960, and his 
Masters in social work in 1966. “Couldn’t really make 
a living in history unless you’re a senior professor at 
Harvard,” he added with a chuckle.

He worked in Washington, DC, where he became 
the director of Capitol Head Start. Head Start is the 
national commitment to give every vulnerable child 
an opportunity to succeed. “We operated 14 Head 
Start centers throughout the city,” he noted.

What brought him to St. Petersburg? His wife, 
Kathy, had family who lived on Anna Maria Island, 
along those beautiful Gulf beaches of Manatee 
County. They would visit the area often, and both of 
them fell in love with St. Petersburg. On one of those 
visits, Will learned of an opening with the Juvenile 
Welfare Board in St. Petersburg. One thing led to 

another and that led the Michaels family here to 
embark on his second career.

That was in 1973, back when the Juvenile Welfare 
Board was located in the old building on 1st Avenue 
South where the draft board had been located.

Toward the end of the 1980s, Will decided it was 
time to retire. His other interests were nudging him. 
He had made many contacts – among those actively 
documenting history here in Florida at the University 
of South Florida – people like Drs. Gary Mormino, 
Darryl Paulson, Ray Arsenault, and others. 

This led to his PhD in Anthropology and Contem-
porary Social  Issues, earned at USF in 1990. About 
that time, the St. Petersburg Museum of History was 
looking for an executive director. Career number 
three was begun. During his time leading the Museum 
of History, the building and its exhibits experienced 
considerable upgrades. Among his many accomplish-
ments are beginning an archive of video recollections 
of early St. Petersburg residents and their descendants 
talking about topics such as grandparents coming to 
the city over 100 years ago in an oxcart, or the green 
benches along Central Avenue, or early baseball, or 
even to a street downtown that is just wide enough 
for pedestrian traffic where there are only thirteen 

WILL MICHAELS  Continued from page 1

Clowning around in the baseball exhibit at the MuseumAt the Museum of History in front of an aerial photo of St. Pete

Will making a birdie at Twin Brooks Golf Course
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Four generations of the Michaels family

homes. The video archives reveal a fascinating 
backstory and insight into the community, as told by 
people whose ancestors – and in many cases their 
own past – have shaped the community’s present.

During that time, Will started his series of articles 
for the Northeast Journal. He also began easing out of 
responsibilities and retired from the Museum, but he 
keeps his interest and focus closely tied to Museum 
of History work. He continues as a trustee, in addition 
to enough community service work to fill the daily 
calender of most working people.

He has served as president of the Council of 
Neighborhoods, president of St. Petersburg Preser-
vation, and vice-president of Carter G. Woodson 
African-American Museum. He was the design 
chair for St. Petersburg Pier Advisory Task Force. 
He has been a member of St. Petersburg Together. 
He is a recipient of the University of South Florida 
anthropology department’s Distinguished Alumnus 
Award. 

What advice would he give city leaders to keep 
the best of St. Petersburg intact while allowing the 
city to grow and change with the times? He maintains 
a high level of interest in what goes on in the 
community. He can be quite outspoken about current 
activities, such as do we need a high-rise project to 

occupy some of the waterfront property near Albert 
Whitted Airport, or the current status of the design 
of the pier. Will takes to heart this message from one 
of our early city leaders: “The struggle for preservation 
of the environment will only succeed if the community 
guards and protects the region’s natural wonders.” –
William L. Straub, 1913.

His many activities seem more than enough to 
keep most people occupied. So what does Will do in 
his spare time? How does he like to relax? “Gardening... 
fishing... kayaking... golfing [he’s proud of two holes-
in-one some years ago at Twin Brooks Golf Course]... 

traveling.”  Where? “Pennsylvania... 
Washington, DC,” where he still has lots 
of friends. Wife Kathy and he are proud 
of their three grown children and four 
grandchildren. 

He is also proud to be a resident of St. 
Petersburg for over 40 years, and proud of 
a book written a few years ago, The Making 
of St. Petersburg, in which he chronicles the 
area’s varied history – from indigenous 
cultures here when the Spanish first set foot 
on shore, to our magnificent waterfront 
parks and grand hotels – all the while 
including that good old American pastime, 
Major League Baseball. It’s a compilation 
of many of his past Northeast Journal articles. 
You can find it at local bookstores or online.

What motto does he do his best to live 
by? “It’s a flying metaphor; pilots would 

understand it: keep the blue side up.” Seems like a 
pretty good piece of advice, since – as in life – altitude 
as well as attitude makes all the difference. And 
another motto, about his life’s passion: “History is an 
acquired taste – a little like Scotch. It takes a while to 
warm up to it.”

What drives Will to write six articles a year for the 

Northeast Journal? Perhaps it is this, something which 
has been underscored more than once in this article:  
“I’ve always been interested in history – I have a passion 
for history. I think the Northeast Journal has done great 
service to our community over the last ten-plus years.  
In these times, when there is so much attention given 
to the negative, the Journal has been a vital positive 
force bringing focus to our city’s special character, and 
the many good people and good things that are here 
day in and day out. The Journal has itself become a 
tradition and positive trendsetter. I hope we see another 
ten years of great reporting and coverage. It has been 
both a privilege and a pleasure to be a part of it.” 

So speaks Will Michaels – one of the giant sparkles 
in a city of many sparkles – who knows how to hold 
up a mirror (or perhaps more accurately a magnifying 
glass) to our past, and relate a fascinating tableau about 
what makes this such a great place for “good people, 
good places, and good things happening” – definitely 
a ray of sunshine in our ‘Sunshine City.’ 

We look for many more of his interesting and compelling articles about our 
community’s heritage and history. And speaking of the St. Petersburg 
Museum of History, as we have been doing here, there are two special 
exhibits opening this month. Crate Expectations is an exhibit of Florida 
citrus labels which offers viewers a broad cross-section of one of Florida’s most 
colorful forms of advertising from the late 1800s into the 1960s. The other 
special exhibit is The Florida Wildlife Corridor Expedition by noted Florida 
wildlife photographer, Carlton Ward. You can immerse yourself in the natural 
environment of Florida from the northern wilderness to the Everglades, without 
the mosquitoes and humidity, as you take a tour through forests, down rivers 
and into swamps, all in the comfort of air conditioning. 

Will and his wife Kathy on trip to Washington

538 Central Avenue, St. Pete

Specializes in: Curly Hair // Short Hair Styles //
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Belle of the Ball to GiVe free hoMeCoMiNG dresses aNd 
aCCessories to iN-Need hiGh sChool Girls

Belle of the Ball Project will provide Homecoming dresses and accessories 
to in-need, low-income high school girls on four Saturdays this fall. The 
dates are  September 12, September 26, October 10, and October 24, 

2015, at its new boutique location, 1210 Holt Avenue in Clearwater. (The 
charity is no longer located in the Seminole Mall.) The hours are 10am-2 pm. 

Dresses are available only to all greater Tampa Bay area in-need high 
school girls attending high school dances. We respect the honor system. No 
referral letter is necessary. No appointment needed. A $1.00 to $5.00 
donation is requested but not necessary.

Donations of dresses and accessories can also be made at the distributions 
(dates and times listed above). For 46 other convenient year-round donation 
sites and for more information about the Belle of the Ball Project, call 
727-386-4502 or visit our website: www.belleoftheballproject.com or 
Facebook at Belle of the Ball.

And you can view  a television article about the project at www.wtsp.com/
video/2310552492001/53147622001/Making-a-Difference-Bell-of-the-Ball.

Belle of the Ball’s mission statement is “No girl should be denied the 
opportunity to attend her high school dance because of financial difficulty.” 
Since 2003, almost 4,300 dresses have been given to needy girls in 11 area 
counties. 
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PEOPLE AND PETS
To submit photos or to be photographed, contact Susan Alderson. Photos by Susan Woods Alderson unless otherwise noted.

Email your HIGH RES digital photo to susie2wong@gmail.com. Please include your name, address, phone number, and pet’s name. 

Sean and Tracy Connolly with Layla and Miles
29th Avenue N

Angie and John Koebel with Roxie
15th Avenue NE

Bruce and Mimi Austin with Chester
Belleaire Drive NE

Caroline and Kate Kanter with Sophie
14th Avenue NE

Photo submitted by subject

  Walker Willis with Violet and Zoe
18th Avenue NE

Photo submitted by subject

Ryan Ross and Robbie Kruithoff with Oscar, Riley and Roxy
23rd Avenue NE

 Jay Miller and Rico
17th Avenue NE

 Pam Hatton and Benson
21st Avenue NE

 Tom Monkus and Thompson
Maron Street NE
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more info:  aWalk AroundTheBlock.com

St.  Pete’s  most reliable!
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727-483-4554
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iNauGural WiNe aNd food festiVal 

Beach Drive Events is pleased to announce the first St. Pete Wine & Food 
Festival (SPWFF). The festival should attract over 8,000 individuals 
including culinary aficionados and wine enthusiasts during four incredible 

days and evenings. Restaurants participating in the event include: Marchand’s, 
Sea Salt, The Birch & Vine, Parkshore Grill, 400 Beach Seafood & Tap 
House, Red Mesa, RumFish Grill, Il Ritorno, and Council Oak.

 SPWFF will feature a charity wine-pairings dinner, a craft beer festival 
and two grand tastings. Set under elegant white tents on the waterfront in 
North Straub Park, the event is sure to elevate the wine and food tasting 
experience while celebrating St. Petersburg’s rich arts culture.

 Matt Dieter, festival CEO and co-founder, says, “We expect the event 
to quickly become the Bay Area’s preeminent wine and food festival. We 
intend to add to our inaugural year’s event schedule to grow the SPWFF into 
a national-caliber wine, beer and food extravaganza.”
EVENT SCHEDULE
Charity Pairings Dinner: Thursday, September 24, The Birchwood 
Ballroom, 7-10:00pm. Benefitting the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance, the 
dinner will consist of 6 courses, each paired with a specially selected wine. 
Cocktail attire is recommended. Only 200 tickets available.

BEER Night St. Pete: Friday, September 25, North Straub Park, 5:30-9:30pm. 
Celebrating St. Pete’s burgeoning craft beer industry, this upscale beer tasting 
will feature over 100 beers and ciders selected from top local and regional 
breweries. All-inclusive pricing includes beer and restaurant tastings. 

Grand Tastings: Saturday and Sunday, September 26-27, North Straub Park, 
1:00-5:00pm. The centerpiece of the SPWFF, the two grand tasting sessions 
feature over 100 wines and samples from Tampa Bay’s finest gourmet restau-
rants. Casual chic attire and a fun, memorable experience with spouses, 
significant others, and friends is the theme of the day. Events will also feature 
area artists working at their craft and an interactive community art piece.

Both Beer Night and the Grand Tastings are all-inclusive – one price gets 
patrons unlimited tastings and an experience of a lifetime. According to 
president and co-founder Dawna Stone, “Everyone we’ve talked to during 
our planning has voiced a similar opinion: St. Pete needs and deserves a 
world-class event like the St. Pete Wine & Food Festival.”

St. Pete Wine & Food Festival sponsors include the Tampa Bay Times, 
tbt*, Tampa Bay Magazine, 10News, iHeart Media and Smith & Associates.

Tickets are available online and can be purchased for each event separately 
or as multi-event packages. VIP tickets are also available. VIPs will gain 
access to the event one hour before the general admission and will have 
access to a VIP lounge. All attendees must be 21 years of age or older.

A portion of the proceeds will benefit the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance 
and the Waterfront Parks Foundation. To connect with the festival via social 
media: SPWFF.com, Facebook.com/SPWFF, Twitter and Instagram:  
@SPWFF.  
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HISTORY Continued from page 1
Lakeview Avenue (now 22nd Avenue, and in the 
vicinity of the Twin Brooks golf course); North 
Disston Boulevard (now 49th Street); Lido Beach, 
Sarasota; various properties along Central Avenue; 
4th Street North in the vicinity of 7th Avenue, and 
property in Pass-a-Grille. The Pass-a-Grille property 
was sold in 1945 to Sheriff Hugh Culbreath of Hills-
borough County, and became the subject of an inquiry 
by the Kefauver Senate Crime Committee in 1950. 
Interestingly, a descendent of the founder of Rhodes 
Funeral Home on 4th Street North reported his father 
buying the property from Al Capone’s son-in-law in 
1925. Capone did not have a son-in-law then, but 
possibly the property was purchased from Torrio 
(either directly or indirectly). 

To what extent Capone had an interest in some of 
these properties is harder to document. Capone’s name 
is on the tax records for the Twin Brooks and Disston 
parcels. A December 18, 1965 Independent article 
reported that Capone operated under the auspices of 
the Manro Corporation which was jointly owned by 
Torrio, Capone, “Jack” Guzik, and Jack Vanella. A 
1957 Times article stated that tax records showed 
Capone owned 18 acres south of Lakewood Avenue. 
‘Jack’ (Jake) Guzik, Capone’s financial advisor, owned 
additional property nearby. Vanella has been identified 
in the press as a representative of Capone. Perhaps he 
had some connection with Robert ‘Roxie’ Vanella, a 
criminal associate of Torrio. Capone also owned 
property with Torrio on Central Avenue. A 1926 
Shore Acres home has been rumored to have been 
built by Capone, possibly for his mother. But there is 
no evidence of this, and his mother lived in Chicago, 
occasionally visiting Capone’s Miami Beach home. In 
1936, Capone paid $51,489 to clear U. S. liens against 
his Florida property, including that in St. Petersburg. 
A 1931 Independent article reflected, “In the time he 
was living here, Torrio has been very little in evidence 

and only a few people ever saw him to know him [sic] 
though it was generally known that he was living here. 
Torrio’s name has never been connected here with 
anything other than legitimate business transac-
tions...” Also, the Tampa Tribune noted “his chief 
recreation seemed to be feeding pigeons in Williams 
Park and tossing small coins to children.”

Gangsters have been reported as guests at various 
St. Petersburg area hotels. A 1992 Times article leads 
off, “AL CAPONE BATHED HERE!” The article 
quotes Times writer Dick Bothwell as at one time 
saying the Royal Palm Hotel was a stopping place for 
Capone and some of his ‘cohorts’ in 1926. The hotel 
once stood at 112 5th Street South. It was demolished 
aorund 1967 to make way for the expansion of the 
Times Building. Direct documentation of Bothwell’s 
statement has not been found. However, a 1974 Times 
article referred to the Royal Palm story as a “rumor,” 

and added that Capone supposedly 
stayed at the hotel for two days regis-
tered as “A. Brown,” an alias he 
frequently used. Perhaps the basis for 
Bothwell’s possible assertion was the 
1931 Times article quoted at the 
beginning of Part 1 of this article. 
Sometimes rumors have a kernel of 
truth. It may be that the date 1926 was 
an error but that other elements of the 
story were correct. A better alternative 
date might be 1928, the date mentioned 
by Pasley for a brief visit after Capone’s 
first eviction from Chicago. 

A popular St. Pete ghost story book 
claims that Capone, his family, and 
‘henchmen,’ stayed at the Sunset Hotel 
at the west end of Central Avenue near 
Boca Ciega Bay. It’s possible Capone or 
his associates may have stayed there, 
although adding his family is a stretch. 

It would have been convenient to the famous Gang 
Plank Night Club and other sources of liquor and vice 
in the area. But no documentation of this has been 
found. 

At one time, the Don Cesar claimed on its website 
that Al Capone stayed there, but that has been 
removed. June Hurley Young’s history of the Don 
Cesar Hotel makes no mention of Capone or any 
other mobster. Jean Renwick Ott, an assistant to the 
Don’s developer, Thomas J. Rowe, recalled in a 1988 
interview that when the hotel first opened around 
1928, she met “shady friends of gangster Al Capone, 
who also owned property in St. Petersburg Beach.” 
As for the Vinoy Park Hotel (now the Renaissance 
Vinoy), the hotel’s in-house historian stated she had 
no knowledge of Capone ever staying there. 

Historian Scott Taylor Hartzell wrote in a Times 
column that the Jungle Hotel, now Admiral Farragut 

Al Capone fishing in Florida
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Academy, entertained “henchmen for Al Capone.” Walter P. Fuller built and 
owned the Jungle Country Club Hotel and nearby Gangplank Nightclub, conve-
niently located on Boca Ciega Bay, where it was easy to off-load whisky from 
bootleg boats. Fuller later in life freely admitted being a bootlegger. “I, a nondrinker 
at the advent of Prohibition [1920] became a lawbreaker, a habitual evader of 
authority, and a steady customer of alcoholic beverages,” he stated in 1970. “The 
first bootlegger I ever saw was me. In such an atmosphere, even the most righteous 
lacked the courage to speak out, and law enforcers became a lonely and ostracized 
group.” Fuller was not only a leading St. Petersburg developer, but he later went 
on to become an able state legislator and writer of a city history. Fuller opened 
the Jungle Hotel in February 1926. He noted that some of Chicago’s criminal 
element visited the hotel, including Johnny Torrio. “They were the most genteel, 

the best mannered guests.” 
A September 28, 1974 unattributed Times article in the ‘Scene Action’ column, 

stated that Torrio came to St. Petersburg in 1925 as Capone’s ‘front man.’ It then 
went on to say that, 
“Although the Torrios lived 
here for a year or so, we find 
no record of home ownership. 
[In 1926?] The whole Capone 
crew stayed at the late Walter 
Fuller’s hotel... during an 
abortive attempt to operate a 
gambling ship just beyond 
the three-mile limit.” The 
article further quoted Fuller 
as saying that after Capone 
was arrested in 1926, Torrio 
left immediately and never 

returned. What arrest is being referred to is unknown. Additionally, it was reported 
that Capone was a party to several real estate investment, and that Fuller was 
convinced Capone never visited St. Pete personally. In 1967, Fuller wrote a letter 
that stated “Absolutely, positively, unequivocally, and beyond a peradventure of 
doubt for sure, Al Capone was never in St. Petersburg.” Apparently Fuller did not 
see the front page story in the Times about Capone’s “few hours” spent in St. Pete 
in 1931, or did not think that counted.

During Capone’s February 1931 visit to the area, the Times also reported that 
Capone and his associates visited the Clearwater Court House, where an associate 
discussed St. Petersburg’s Club Madrid which had been recently raided by police. 
Capone did not engage in the conversation but waited in his car. Club Madrid 
was located near the Jungle Prado Night Club, also operated by Walter Fuller.

So was Al Capone in St. Petersburg, and if so what was he doing here? Based 
on the 1931 Times article we know Capone spent at least a few hours in St. 
Petersburg before proceeding to Tarpon Springs on February 9, 1931. A local 
Tarpon Springs paper also covered the 1931 visit. That paper asserted Capone 
spent ‘several days’ in St. Petersburg. Additionally, it appears Capone paid at least 
one visit to St. Pete sometime between 1926 and 1928. Only Chicago journalist 
and biographer Fred Pasley reports a definite year – 1928. But Pasley’s biography 
of Capone has its problems. No local confirmation has been found that Capone 
was met at the train station upon his arrival in St. Pete by police who “trailed him 

Al Capone’s mug shot after his release from Alcatraz in 
1939.  Capone served a little over eight years in federal 
prison for income tax evasion.

Al Capone’s criminal record through 1930. Despite Capone’s many arrests he only served time 
in jail once, for eight months, before his conviction on income tax evasion in November 1931.

Continued on page 34
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assiduously,” as Pasley asserted. Surely Capone’s arrival would have been a 
newsworthy event. With his extensive facial scars he would have been hard not 
to notice. Pasley’s narrative needs to be read with skepticism. It’s possible he 
received information directly from Capone which was spun to protect Capone’s 
(and Torrio’s) interests. In this regard, Pasley made no mention of Torrio’s frequent 
presence in St. Petersburg. Perhaps Capone was in St. Pete in 1928, but not greeted 
by police. And perhaps he spent two nights at the Palm Hotel – as referenced in 
the 1931 Times article, and later alleged to have been reported by Times columnist 
Dick Bothwell – rather than one night as stated by Pasley.

 And the purpose of Capone’s possible 1928 trip? The most compelling theory 
would be to consult with his mentor and silent partner Johnny Torrio. Unfortu-
nately we have no confirmation of whether Torrio was in the city at that particular 
time, although we know he was a visitor or part-time resident from the mid-1920s 
perhaps into the early 1930s. At the time of the possible 1928 visit Capone had 
not quite yet bought his home in Palm Island at Miami Beach, and had not yet 
reached the peak of his notoriety. Visits to Torrio in St. Petersburg become less 
plausible after 1930, when Torrio’s mother-in-law dies.

 Capone’s grandniece Deirdre Marie Capone reports 
that after Capone purchased his home at Palm Island 
in 1928 he would on occasions drive from Chicago to 
Miami via Route 41 which would have taken him 
through the Tampa Bay area. Rather than meetings in 
St. Petersburg, a safer option would have been for Torrio 
to go to Capone for consultations or just a friendly visit 
in Tampa, Miami (or elsewhere). Miami was very 
friendly to Capone and meeting there would have less 
chance of jeopardizing Torrio’s low profile in St. 
Petersburg. It’s of course possible Capone was in St. 
Pete on other occasions as yet lost to history.

And then there is the matter of Torrio’s and Capone’s 
extensive real estate investments in St. Petersburg and 
other nearby areas. Given Torrio’s semi-retirement, 
jumping into the 1920s St. Pete land boom, or even 
after the boom ended in 1927, makes some sense as a 
financial investment. Capone’s investing is harder to 

The Jungle Prado in West St. Petersburg on Boca Ciega Bay was the site of the Gangplank Night 
Club, a likely watering hole during prohibition for the Capone-Torrio mob.

Front page article from the Tarpon Springs Leader newspaper reporting Al Capone’s visit to Tarpon Springs and St. Petersburg on February 9, 1931.

Capone visited St. Petersburg in February 1931, and perhaps 
in 1928.

HISTORY Continued from page 33
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Stay Local. Shop Fresh!  

St. Pete 
2842 Martin Luther King Jr. St. N., St.  
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South Tampa 
1021 N. MacDill Ave. 

(813) 873-7428 
 www.rollinoats.com 

      new bakery items         100% organic produce                                                                        
   wide selection of craft beer & wine 

  all fruit smoothies local products 

fathom. Did he really need the money? Perhaps he was doing it as a favor to his 
mentor. Were these investments an early form of money laundering? Perhaps 
another purpose of the investments was to secure St. Petersburg as a safe haven 
for Torrio. As the 1931 Independent article noted, few people knew that Torrio 
had made St. Petersburg his seasonal home. Did his extensive financial invest-
ments in the community somehow help avoid closer local scrutiny? And how 
significant were these investments in fueling the local land boom?

Much has been written about the 1920’s St. Petersburg boom era. It was a period 
of astronomical building growth; get-rich-quick real estate dealing; glorious new 
hotels such as the Soreno, Vinoy, Don CeSar; Rolyat, and the Jungle; the five-mile 
Gandy Bridge connecting to Tampa and the Bee Line Ferry connecting to the 
South; rampant tourism; minimal enforcement of Prohibition; and just plain 
zaniness. Celebrities came to the city both to perform and to vacation: novelist F. 
Scott Fitzgerald, criminal defense attorney Clarence Darrow, bandleader John 
Philip Sousa, golf champions Walter Hagen and Gene Sarazen; baseball icons Babe 
Ruth, Lou Gehrig, and Tony Lazzeri, entertainers Harry James, Rudy Valee, Will 
Rogers, and Sophie Tucker to name a few. Historian Raymond Arsenault has written 
that also during the 1920s “the city flirted with decadence” and that there was “a 
new looseness in social mores.” Maybe the city did more than flirt, as it also attracted 
celebrities of a different ilk such as Johnny Torrio and Al Capone.

 Mobsters usually do not disclose their operations, and what they do disclose 
is often disinformation. No doubt the full story of Torrio’s presence and Capone’s 
influence in St. Petersburg remains to be discovered. 

The story of Al Capone and Johnny Torrio in St. Petersburg continues to be discovered. 
If you have any information to add you may reach Will Michaels at 727-420-9195 or 
wmichaels2222@gmail.com.

Sources Used: Raymond Arsenault, St. Petersburg and the Florida Dream: 1888-1950 (1988/1996); Prudy 
Taylor Board, The Renaissance Vinoy: St. Petersburg’s Crown Jewel (1999); Stephen C. Bousquet, “The 
Gangster in Our Midst: Al Capone in South Florida, 1930-1947,” Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 76, 
No. 3, Winter, 1998, pp. 297-308; Deirdre Marie Capone, Uncle Al Capone: The Untold Story from Inside 
His Family (2012); Chicago Daily Tribune, January 25, 1925, p. 5; Clearwater Sun, 2/10/31; Kim Cool, 
Ghost Stories of Clearwater and St. Petersburg, pp. 89-120 (2004); Scott Deitche, “Al Capone in St. 
Petersburg,” Informer (October 2012), pp. 4-10; Evening Independent (Various, but especially 3/15/78); 
Scott Taylor Hartzell, Remembering St. Petersburg (2006), Vol 2, pp. 31-35; Scott Taylor Hartzell, St. 
Petersburg: An Oral History (2002), pp. 77-80; Gary R. Mormino, “Tampa at Mid Century: 1950,” 
Sunland Tribune (Journal of the Tampa Historical Society), Vol XXVI, 2000, pp. 65-81; Fred D. Pasley, 
Al Capone: The Autobiography of a Self-Made Man (1930); St. Petersburg Times (Various, especially 
2/10/31, 2/13/31, 1/13/39, 2/13/61, 9/28/74, 1/17/88, 3/23/92, 11/19/94, 12/12/09); June Hurley Young, 
The Don Ce-Sar Story, (Partnership Press) ND; Tarpon Springs Leader (2/10/31); and communications 
with Deirdre Marie Capone; Scott Deitche, Elaine Normile, Kimberly Hinder, and Gary Mormino.
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iNterNatioNal

This two-acre garden is the most international thing in St. Petersburg. There 
are palm trees from Burma, Myanmar, Vietnam, India, Malaysia, Thailand, Sri 
Lanka, China, Japan, Madagascar, Mozambique, Kenya, Tanzania, Brazil, and 
Honduras, just to name a few. 

It’s an easy lesson in geography – imagine being in that homeland while gazing 
up at its tree. The size and thickness of the many trees cuts off any view of nearby 
buildings or noise from the streets making it possible to effortlessly transport 
yourself to another land. 

Imagine the Old Man palm, which is endangered and rare in its native Cuba, 
alongside the Cuban Petticoat palm – a truly outlandish tree, and add the Foxy 
Lady palm, which is a man-made hybrid tree, but a well-named one! What a trio 
they make. 

How about the Puerto Rican Hat palm? No, it doesn’t look like a tree with a 
hat, but the fronds are used to make hats, baskets, and mats. Or, can you picture 

the Red Leaf, Red Flame, Red Feather palm 
from New Caledonia? What do they do with 
that one I wonder? Well, come for a stroll 
and see what you can find!

The Triangle palm from Madagascar has a 
fruit much liked by children, and was once 
used for fermented drinks. Hopefully the kids 
ate the fruit before it fermented. Look for its 
three-sided top; it’s really triangular. One huge 
palm, the Gebang, has a three-foot diameter 
trunk, and produces the largest inflorescence 
(complete flower) of any plant on the earth! 
It has millions of flowers – a sight to behold. 
Unfortunately, it dies after flowering. 

Oh sure, there are familiar palms like the 
Bismarck, actually a native of Madagascar, 
but have you been close to one that has a 
width of 25 feet? Wow! There’s the Cabbage 
Sabal palm, which is the Florida State tree, 
as well as the Sabal Palmetto and the Scrub 
Palmetto, both Florida natives. One species, 
the Paurotis palm, grows naturally only in 
the extreme south of Florida in the 
Everglades, but also in our arboretum. And 
those Foxtail palms that are so popular? 
They are rare and protected in their native 
Queensland.
tiMe traVel

Prehistoric cycads (pronounced 
si-kads), earth’s original seed-bearing 
plant, lived millions of years ago with the dinosaurs, and yet are right here in the 
arboretum. You can feel as if you are walking in the Age of the Reptiles, the Jurassic 
period, 200 million years ago when cycads were common, as were lizards, croco-
diles, and the first birds. The most familiar cycads you know are Sagos – those 

ubiquitous palm-looking bushes called either Queen 
Sago or King Sago that are all over the place. And 
lizards and alligators – they’re Florida! It’s easy to 
imagine a dinosaur just around the corner, snacking 
on the slender leaves of the Sago, as you stroll among 
those ancient beauties. 

The Queen Sago from India, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, and S. Pacific Islands was one 
of the first cycads to be named. Sagos are just a few 
of the 100 species of cycads in the recently expanded 
section of the arboretum. In 2014, the City of St. 
Petersburg purchased 300 rare cycads offered from 
the estate of Dr. U. A. Young of South Tampa. 

Dr. Young legally imported cycads from all over the 
world, searching them out in his many travels. His son, 
Brad, who is a botanist, continued this legacy when 
he was a student in 1979, finding the seeds of the 
endangered ‘Cycas scratchleyana’ atop a tree in a 

remote Papua, New Guinea village. Our 
12-foot-tall cycad grew from seed and 
flourished in Dr. Young’s yard for years. 
It is now thought to be the only one in 
North America and is declining elsewhere 
throughout the world. There is a video 
on the park’s website of a Bobcat loader 
moving the plant to St. Petersburg.
Gizella kopsiCk

An 1880’s immigrant from Austria-
Hungary who became a chef for wealthy 
New York families, Miss Kopsick created 
a legacy for all palm tree lovers with a 
$16,000 gift of stocks used to establish 
the city’s palm arboretum. The 
arboretum was dedicated in 1977 on her 
100th birthday. Newspaper reports tell 
of the wheelchair-bound Miss Kopsick 
touring the gardens with her nurse and 
her niece, both during construction and 
after the opening. 

Miss Kopsick seems a fascinating but 
mysterious lady who moved to St. 
Petersburg in 1962 (she retired in 1935), 
perhaps to be near her niece, Mrs. Helen 
Holland. She is mysterious because very 
little has been written about her, but the 
few newspaper articles available describe 

PALM ARBORETUM Continued from page 1

Photos on this page: Gizella Kopsick at her 100th birthday party; engraved bricks available at the park; European Fan palm, 
Bismarck palm, and Coconut palm.
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her as devoted to palms and to city beautification in general. According to reports, 
she not only received a key to the city, but kisses from at least two mayors!

Miss Kopsick was also a friend of Mrs. Elva Rouse, a dedicated park volunteer 
who proposed the idea of a palm arboretum to her. The Elva Rouse Park, near the 
arboretum, was named by the City in honor of the dedication and commitment 
of Mrs. Rouse. After moving from Driftwood, she lived in an apartment which 
overlooked the parks – perhaps that is where the two dedicated women met.

And where did this chef, a single woman in the early 1900s, get stock? According 
to her niece, her employer, industrialist George Blumenthal, advised her, “Don’t 
buy anything; invest in stock.” She did invest in numerous companies, including 
Disney Productions – savvy woman! She may have gotten the idea of philanthropy 
from another of her employers, C. K. G. Billings, who donated the world-famous 
Cloisters to New York City. Miss Kopsick died in 1980 at the age of 103.

This park has been included in the International Palm Society (Kew Gardens 
in England is another), and was awarded accreditation by the Morton Register of 
Arboreta, an international registry of public gardens with a focus on woody plants. 
This international recognition and the visitors it brings from around the world is 
just another aspect of how international our arboretum is. 

Now we the public, both local and visiting, benefit from the thoughtful, 
unselfish gifts of a frail lady chef as well as a curious gentleman surgeon and his 
son by enjoying freely and anytime, the marvelous Gizella Kopsick Arboretum. 
And we don’t have to have lucrative stock portfolios or rare inheritances to leave 
our own legacy.

For those inspired by the garden – of which there have been many over the 
years – there is a gift tree program, whereby a tree is planted on city-owned 
properties in honor of a person, an organization, or as a memorial. Contributions 
in any amount are accepted and accumulate toward the price of a tree. 

Special to the arboretum is a Paving the Future Brick Program whereby your 
name, organization, or memorial is custom-engraved and placed around the 
planting beds in the palm garden. All contributions are tax deductible and all 
proceeds will fund the expansion of the arboretum.

The City Beautiful Commission, with guidance from the city Parks and Recre-
ation Department, maintains the arboretum. Volunteers are welcomed and 
volunteer guides lead tours by appointment. The space is also available for social 
events such as weddings, plays, meetings, and such. For information on these 
programs and offerings, call the Parks and Recreation Department, 727-893-7441. 
Read more online at www.stpeteparksrec.org/parks-directory.html. 

Thanks to articles in The Evening Independent, 1973, 1977, 1979, The Tampa Bay Times 
2013, the city website, and Google!

“A Great Combination  
of Commercial and 
Private Banking.”

When you’re looking for 

a solid bank with local 

decision makers, you’ll want 

to meet our experienced 

Pinellas team led by 

President Scott Gault.

Visit our downtown St. Pete 

office or call Scott Gault 

at 727-502-8401 to learn 

how you can benefit from a 

different kind of banking.

Member FDICbankoftampa.com

727-502-8400
200 Central Avenue • St. Petersburg

Scott C. Gault
Pinellas County Market President

Tampa Bay Banking Company



Page 38 September/October 2015 NORTHEAST JOURNAL

The mission of the Heart Gallery of Pinellas & Pasco is to provide an emotionally safe way to connect children with families through a traveling exhibit 
featuring the faces and stories of local foster children ready for adoption. For more information, please visit the website at www.heartgallerykids.org. 

THE HEART GALLERY

Happy and Confident

Ages: 13 and 15 

Future:  Zachary 
would like to become 
a Marine someday.  
Tyler isn’t sure, but 
he’s thinking about 
engineering or the 
medical field.

Points of Pride: Tyler 
is particularly proud of 
his hair. Everything makes Zachary happy, but he most loves to laugh. 

Entertainment: Zachary especially likes the movie Ted, shows on the FX Channel, 
and bacon wrapped steak. Tyler prefers Tosh.0 and Rich Homie Quan.

Forever Family: Zachary and Tyler want a family that will maintain their connections 
while allowing them to grow.

A Born Leader

Age: 14

About Beverly: Strong-willed, 
loving, and independent, Beverly 
sees herself as being kind and 
beautiful.

Favorite Subjects: Beverly enjoys 
her math and P.E. classes, but 
prefers to be doing gymnastics!

Forever Family: Beverly would 
someday like a family that loves her 
and allows her have a pet bunny.

An Easy Going Guy

Age: 16 

Description:  Kind, loving, and able 
to get along with most people.

Entertainment: Family Guy and 
Tom and Jerry cartoons, listening to 
Eminem

If He Could Change The World: 
He’d solve world hunger.

Super Power: If he could have any 
super power, Trevor would have 
super strength.

Forever Family:  Trevor is hoping to 
find a forever family who is an 
active two-parent home with younger children and pets.

TYLER AND ZACHARY

BEVERLY

TREVOR

Smart, Funny, and Creative

Age: 16

Dreams: To live in a less compli-
cated world, to grow up in a world 
where he has his driving permit, 
can save enough money to buy a 
car, and can cut hair in his own 
barber shop.

Forever Family: Proud of his 
Mexican heritage, Mario hopes to 
have a family that will honor his 
roots while giving him the space to 
spread his wings.

MARIO

ADVERTISE
in the JOURNAL

Contact Susan at 727. 259.3149 or 
advertise@northeastjournal.org
for all your advertising needs.
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Active

Active

Active

Kathryn Krayer Zimring

Julie Jones 

Active

123 49th Ave N
Sun Ketch Townhome has Large Living Space 
with Hardwood Floors, Crown Molding and 
Plantation Shutters. The Kitchen has New 
Stainless Steel Appliances, Granite Counters,
Private Courtyard Patio. Bonus Room over 
the Garage, Community Pool.
4 BR, 2/2 BA, 2,300 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $384,000

Active

Active

827 34th Ave N 
This Elegant Allendale Terrace Home 
is Located in a No Flood Zone. Open 
and Inviting Floorplan with Heart Pine 
Hardwood Floors, Spacious Kitchen with 
Lots of Work Space. Double Master Suites, 
One Downstairs and the Other Upstairs. 
4 BR, 4.5 BA, 2,896 Sq Ft, 1 CG
Offered for $510,000

Proud Sponsors  
of the Pops in the Park 

with the  
Florida Orchestra

Come, Get to Know
 JJ and the Z

 At the Vinoy Park  
Saturday, 7:30 pm  

October 17th, 2015  
 

Active

734 43rd Ave NE 
Adorable and Charming Home in a Prime 
Location of Northeast Park Shores. Spectac-
ular Outdoor Space, Double Pane Windows, 
Bamboo Flooring and Updated Kitchen.
3 BR, 2 BA, 1,175 Sq Ft
Offered for $239,900

Active

Active

Active

150 2nd Avenue N, Suite 100    
St. Petersburg, FL  33701     

1833 Brightwaters Blvd NE
Live the Florida Waterfront Life in Style,
Open Water Views, Exceptional Indoor and
Outdoor Entertaining Space with Mugani
Pizza Oven & Gazebo. Pool & Spa, Office
and Fitness Room.
5 BR, 4.5 BA, 5,601 Sq Ft, 3 CG
Offered for $3,475,000

920 38th Ave NE
Northeast Park Shores Home. Large Living 
Room that Flows into the Kitchen and Dining 
Areas. Sliding Doors Look Out to the Main 
Highlight of the Home-an Oversized Screened 
Lanai and Pool. Large Master Suite has Private 
Bathroom and Walk-In Closet. Inside Utility 
Room, Circular Drive.
3 BR, 3 BA, 1,585 Sq Ft, 1 CG
Offered for $339,000

673 Segovia Ct NE #702
Beautiful Two Story Townhome Style Condo 
in Desirable Gated Community of Placido 
Bayou. The Kitchen has a Granite Breakfast 
Bar and Lots of Cabinet Space. Both Bed-
rooms are Upstairs. Community Pool.
2 BR, 2.5 BA, 1,420 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $309,000

4201 14th Ln NE
Backyard Oasis! Completely Updated with 
Newer Kitchen Featuring Oversized Granite 
Island, Stainless Steel Appliances and Natural 
Gas Convention Range. Both Bedrooms are 
Large with Extra Large Closet Space, Pool.
2 BR, 1 BA, 984 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $229,000

Sold Homes
1338 Park St N-SOLD

4 BR, 4.5 BA, 5,581 Sq Ft, 2 CG, Pool
Last Offered for $1,500,000

4200 Cherry St NE-SOLD
4 BR, 3 BA, 2,555 Sq Ft, 2 CG,  

New Construction
Last Offered for $449,000

750 4th Ave S #506B-SOLD
2 BR, 2.5 BA, 1,703 Sq Ft, 1 CG

Last Offered for $387,000

300 Beach Drive NE #203-PENDING
2BR, 2BA, 1686 Sq Ft, 2CG
Last Offered for $785,000

315 10th Ave NE-PENDING
3 BR, 1.5 BA, 1,979 Sq Ft, 1 CG

Last Offered for $479,000

 
727-344-9191  

Homes@JJandtheZ.com

2444 Woodlawn Cir W
Charming Woodlawn Tudor Style Home, 
Beautiful Hard Wood Floors throughout, 
Finished Attic Space, Updated Kitchen, Wood 
Burning Fireplace, Big Backyard with Deck for 
Entertaining, Newer Windows, Newer AC. 
3 BR, 2 BA, 1,646 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $315,000


