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The Greatest Generation

A Grand Jeté
for Dance in St. Pete!

L

isted as one of the top 52 places to visit in 2014 by the New
York Times, our once sleepy little city is waking up and
turning heads. While the natural beauty of white sandy
beaches, dramatic splashes of purple, red, and orange sunrises and
sunsets in our tropical paradise clearly warrant attention and
attract tourists, the revitalization of our downtown area, growing
culture, art, and food scenes, are opening eyes everywhere.
The dance community has a new champion in Helen Hansen
French, an Old Northeast native. Her simplest movements are
graceful, seemingly choreographed to flow delicately with her
melodic voice which is replete with crescendos and diminuendos.
She is an artist through and through. She has a deeply emotional
sense for her art, through the eyes of a dancer, choreographer,
and teacher... all roles she actively continues to pursue.
Highly accomplished and successful in the world of modern
dance, Helen earned her Bachelor of Fine Arts from the worldrenowned Juilliard School in New York City. She brings with her
over 15 years of professional dance experience, a vision of St.

Andy Hines pondering his memorable life events

T

Livia Zien

John Bailey

hey are the greatest generation. No doubt
about that. They came out of the worst
of the Great Depression of the 1930s,
then went to war to defeat two totalitarian
regimes in World War II. After that, they went
on to build a great America in the 1950s and
beyond.
We still commemorate Veteran’s Day on
November 11. Among local heroes are names
like Bill Priest, subject of the November/

December 2005 issue of the Northeast Journal,
and Charles O’Neil, brother of Judge David
O’Neil who served in the Korean war, subjects
of the August/September 2015 issue. For this
November/December issue, another hero is
commemorated: Andrew H. Hines, Jr., perhaps
better known to his many friends as Andy.
On a pleasant September evening, Andy
and his wife Evelyn sat down with managing
editor/photographer Susan Alderson and me to
share his recollections of a long life and what
Continued on page 32

Louie Hickman: Ninety Years of Sailing
ouie Hickman is a 91-year-old
native of St. Pete, born in his home
on Hickman Court, off 7th Street
South between 38th and 40th Avenues
South, not too far from Big Bayou and
Munchie’s restaurant. His father, Virgil
Hickman, and maternal grandfather,
John Jurgens, built homes in that area.
His grandfather John was originally
from Germany. John first located to the
central part of the state, and after the
Great Florida Freeze of 1894-95,
relocated to Clearwater. He then moved
to St. Pete in about 1900 because
“Clearwater was getting too big.” He
located in South St. Pete near Big Bayou.
His mother, Emma, attended school in
St. Pete at the ‘Graded School’ near
Mirror Lake beginning about 1908.
Louie’s father, Virgil, was a carpenter
who helped to build Bay Pines Hospital,
a Great Depression Works Progress
Administration (WPA) project. He also Louie Hickman and friends at Ft. Desoto. Sitting (L-R): Louie,
built the family two-story home at 670 Jack McMullen, Arthur Swinerton, & George “Skip” Swinerton.
Continued on page 36

Standing: Roy Warner and possibly Bobby Becker, circa 1939.

Helen Hansen French leaps a grand jeté for her son Paxton

Pete’s potential, a passion for her art, and a love for her hometown.
She is a founding member of the St. Petersburg Dance Alliance,
formed last year with four other local professional dancers, Michael
Foley, Kellie Harmon, Paula Kramer, and Andee Scott. Their
mission is “to establish and expand the presence of dance within
the growing, vibrant arts community of greater St. Petersburg.”
Continued on page 40

Courtesy of Hickman Family
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T HE NEJ BULLE T I N BOA R D

Take time to appreciate what’s
around us in the Old Northeast.
Good people, good places,
good things happening!

TELL US YOUR IDEAS
If we publish your story idea,

YOU WIN a $50 Gift Card!
Story ideas must be submitted through our website
NortheastJournal.org

SEND US YOUR PHOTOS!

Show us what
YOUR neighborhood
means to you...

Winners receive a $50
restaurant gift card!
Send to graphics@northeastjournal.org

P U B L IS H E R’S N OT E
What does freedom mean to you? I bet if you ask each of the main subjects
in this issue’s cover stories, you would hear very different answers. Although
I’m sure there must be a common denominator of what freedom means for
all humans, if we look at the level above the baseline and pinpoint where
each of us falls on the continuum of what is possible, I imagine that our
definitions of “what is freedom” would vary dramatically.
It seems to me that nature and nurture both contribute to an individual’s
definition of personal freedom. I truly believe that people are born with a
certain personality type and will do whatever he/she has to do to maintain
their core being. My older daughter, for example, was a freedom junkie even
before she was born. She kicked and moved about with great determination.
Since emerging into this world, she hasn’t stopped forging ahead and blazing
her own trail. I would guess that freedom, to her, means being able to take
risks and make one’s own decisions – even as a six-year-old when she
declared that she was a vegetarian (when no one else in her family was)!
That’s nature in full force. Add to that, the environment in which each of
us is raised also shapes who we are, what our beliefs are, and what we most
want and need. I would also point out that where we are age-wise in our
lives will also change our own definition of what freedom means.
Read about WWII veteran on our cover. His story helps readers of all ages
and walks of life see “freedom” in a whole new light. Thankfully, most of us
have never been POWs, but let’s take this opportunity to read Andy’s story
and honor him and the freedoms we all have.
I also love the cover story about Helen Hansen. Just look at the photo of
her dancing before her toddler. In this case, a picture does speak a thousand
words, but read the rest of the words and learn about how Helen chose the
freedom of movement to express her art and never looked back.
Finding freedom on the open seas and skies is a theme that can be extracted
from Will Michaels’ story about 91-year-old Louie Hickman. It’s so much fun
to read about people who grew up here in the early days of this city. People
often move here for the freedom of an easy-going lifestyle. It’s people like
Louie Hickman who helped shape the values and landscape that we get to
enjoy today.
Since I am as media-free as possible (I don’t want to live my life full of fear
or despair which is what most mainstream media presents), I do not know
the full extent of the various wars and conflicts that are plaguing our world.
What I do know is that we are all capable of living peacefully (just read the
Journal stories for inspiration!) no matter our personal definition of freedom.
Let’s try it.
Happy holidays and the most joyous new year ever!

Jen
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We Have The Buyers, We Get The Results!

Real People You Can Trust for All Your Real Estate Needs
We are part of your community, your neighborhood, and committed
to forming relationships and friendships that last a lifetime.

W AT E R F R O N T

Venetian Isles - 2243 Mermaid Pt NE
5 bed 3.5 bath 2950 sq ft, $950,000
Stunning Wide Open Water Views
Team Georgia/Kirby 727-488-3763
SCAN TO WATCH

W AT E R F R O N T

Venetian Isles - 4729 Overlook Dr NE
4 bed 3 bath 3107 sq ft, $855,500
Chef’s Kitchen, Pool, Sailboat Water
Team Georgia/Kirby 727-488-3763

EW

SCAN TO WATCH

N

W AT E R F R O N T

W AT E R F R O N T

The Greenland Preserve - Tierra Verde - 2007 Bayview Dr Offered at $2,850,000
Coastal Louisiana Plantation Stlye Home, Hickory Hardwood Floors, Vaulted Ceilings
4 bed, 3.5 bath, 6404 sq ft Over One Acre of Land with Sculpted Pathways
Peggy Naruns 727-528-7653

2043 Bayou Grande Blvd NE
4 bed 5 bath $1,200,000
Deep Water, Pool Home
Elizabeth Funk 727-463-6383

W AT E R F R O N T

Venetian Isles - 1953 Iowa Ave NE
4bed 3bath 2198 sq ft $699,000
Remodeled Kitchen, Heated Pool
Elizabeth Funk 727-463-6383

Signature Place - St Petersburg
Stunning views from this most sought
after downtown living residence.
Amenities include, spacious fitness
center, 24 hour concierge, large
heated pool, private cabanas,
spa and putting green. Walk to all
your favorite downtown St. Pete
hotspots.
175 1st Street S #203
2 bed 2 bath 1370 sq ft $590,000
175 1st Street S #505
2 bed 2 bath 1269 sq ft $579,000
175 1st Street S #1906
2 bed 2 bath 1447 sq ft $749,000
Upgrades Throughout

W AT E R V I E W C O N D O

Call Your Signature Expert
Peggy Naruns 727-528-7653

W AT E R F R O N T

South Tampa - 5123 W Longfellow Ave Offered at $2,600,000
4900 sqft waterfront oasis situated on premier boating canal in South Tampa
5 bed + Den, 6.5 bath, 3 car garage, 1400 sq ft of balconies, pool/spa, detached pool house
Amelia Bayne & Katie Naruns Mallah 813-390-5242

EW

N

LARGE LOT

W AT E R F R O N T

Snell Isle - 4501 13th Way NE Glen Lakes - 1720 Glen Lakes Blvd N
3bed 2bath 2car 2,023 sqft $495,000 3 bed 2 bath 2218sqft $685,000 3 bed 2bath 1664 sqft $349,000
Desirable Eden Isles Neighborhood Beautiful Waterfront Pool Home
Charming, Move In Ready
David Meehan 727-698-5701 Team Georgia/Kirby 727-501-4881 Elizabeth Funk 727-463-6383
St Pete - 1264 Eden Isle Dr NE

POOL

Jungle Prada 7921 Bogie Ave N Meadow Lawn - 7201 16th St N
4 bed 4 bath 3 car 3470 sqft $750,000 3 bed 2bath 1456 sqft $169,900
Newer Construction Pool Home Updated Kitchen, Large Backyard
Team Georgia/Kirby 727-501-4881 Tiffany Weidner 727-386-3952

We sold over $42,000,000 and would like to help you buy or sell
your home! We are never too busy to give you the time you need
and results that you deserve.
As the premier boutique real estate company in Tampa Bay, we know the hot
areas, have the ready buyers and are selling the breathtaking properties. Over
42 million sold and more going to closing. Get results with the experienced
luxury real estate professionals at Northstar Realty. Give us a call or visit our
Beach Drive office. Family owned and operated - Big results with a friendly
difference. See all our newest homes online at www.NorthstarRealty.com

727-528-7653
Northstar
Realty

DOWNTOWN: 216 Beach Drive NE NORTHEAST: 4627 Chanellor Street NE

Northstar Realty, Inc. Peggy Naruns, Broker Owner

NorthstarRealtyTampaBay

@NorthstarRealty

R EC E NTLY SO L D
$450,000

4435 14th St NE • St. Petersburg
K AREN VOGEL • 727. 542.9384

$1,099,000

UNDER CONTRACT

30 0 Beach Dr NE, #1501 • St. Petersburg
LIZ HEINKEL • 727.239. 5623

$575,000

$555,000

UNDER CONTRACT

10 01 28th Avenue N • St. Petersburg
LIZ HEINKEL • 727.239. 5623
SIMMS TEAM • 727.898.2582

316 9th Avenue NE • St. Petersburg
SIMMS TEAM • 727.898.2582

$895,000

$2,922,500

103 23rd Ave • St. Pete Beach
DENISE REILLY • 727.458.6161

240 Brightwaters Blvd. NE • St. Petersburg
SIMMS TEAM • 727.898.2582

F E AT
URED L
TI N G S
ATU
LII S
STI
$600,000

3050 82nd Way N • St. Petersburg
LIZ HEINKEL • 727.239. 5623
MARCET TA DYER • 727-608-7036

$569,000

7242 Demens Drive South • St. Petersburg
SIMMS TEAM • 727.898.2582

$1,899,000

63 Dolphin Dr • Treasure Island
K AREN McCONNELL • 727.214.7799

$1,299,000

30 0 Beach Dr NE, #10 04 • St. Petersburg
LIZ HEINKEL • 727.239. 5623

$3,600/MONTH

175 1st Street South #20 02 • St. Petersburg
SIMMS TEAM • 727.898.2582

$9,999,999

802 Druid Rd S • Clear water
KERRYN ELLSON • 727.408.4888
MARY ANN MCARTHUR • 727.460. 5906

DISCOVER THE COASTAL

$750,000

1211 43rd Avenue Nor th • St. Petersburg
SIMMS TEAM • 727.898.2582

$734,900

10120 Tarpon Dr • Treasure Island
DENISE REILLY • 727.458.6161

$799,900

2156 Dolphin Blvd S • St. Petersburg
MARCET TA DYER • 727-608-7036
LIZ HEINKEL • 727.239. 5623

Difference

A DV I SO R S

AMANDA ANDERSON

ANNALISA WELLER

DENISE REILLY

KAREN McCONNELL

KAREN VOGEL

727.492.6036

727.804.6566

727.458.6161

727.214.7799

727.542.9384

LIZ HEINKEL

ROB JOHNSON

SHARON SIMMS

TAMI SIMMS

TARA MORGAN

727.239.5623

727.599.7980

727.403.5107

727.743.6262

727.692.6585

LO C ATI O N S
1 CLEARWATER BEACH
423 Mandalay Ave., Suite 102, Clearwater Beach, FL 33767
727-493-1555

11

FA S T E S T G R OW I N G
R E A L E S TAT E C O M PA N Y
IN PINELLAS COUNTY

2 DUNEDIN
437 Main Street, Dunedin, FL 34698
727-478-0330

600

3 BELLEAIR
603 Indian Rocks Rd., Belleair, FL 33756
727-493-1555

500

550 MILLION
PROJECTED
YEAR END

400

450 MILLION
IN SALES YTD

4 TREASURE ISLAND
260 107th Ave, Treasure Island, FL 33706
727-498-5007
5 PALM HARBOR/EAST LAKE
4934 Ridgemoor Blvd, Palm Harbor, FL 34685
727-493-1555
6 INDIAN ROCKS BEACH
1201 Gulf Blvd, Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785
727-474-9914
7 ST. PETERSBURG
238 Beach Drive NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-755-0066
8 ISLAND ESTATES
292 Windward Passage, Clearwater, FL 33767
727-493-4456
9 REDINGTON BEACH
16701 Gulf Blvd., Redington Beach, FL 33708
10 ST. PETE BEACH
343 Corey Avenue, St. Pete Beach, Fl 33706
11 CLEARWATER
1209 Court Street, Clearwater, FL 33756

300

299 MILLION
IN SALES

200
100
0

143 MILLION
IN SALES

2013

2014

2015

THE SALES VOLUMES INCLUDE BOTH MLS AND NON-MLS SALES FOR
COASTAL PROPERTIES GROUP INTERNATIONAL AND COASTAL PROPERTIES GROUP FLORIDA.

11 O F F I C E S T H R O U G H O U T P I N E L L A S C O U N T Y
B E L L E A I R | C L E A RWAT E R | C L E A RWAT E R B E AC H | D U N E D I N | E A S T L A K E / PA L M H A R B O R | I N D I A N RO C K S B E AC H
I S L A N D E S TAT E S | N . R E D I N G TO N B E AC H | S T. P E T E B E AC H | S T. P E T E R S B U RG | T R E A S U R E I S L A N D
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ME E T TH E WRIT E RS
We would like to sincerely thank and introduce our writers. The time and
talent they dedicate to writing about good people, good places, and good things
happening is what makes the Northeast Journal the quality publication that our
readers have come to expect and love.

John Bailey, 23-year resident of St. Petersburg, began as a
writer-producer-director of radio & television documentaries.
He has an Emmy and numerous advertising awards. “What, me
retire? I love what I do: photography and communications –
that’s my life.” [jlbwriter@earthlink.net]
Samantha Bond owns her own insurance business, and has
lived in St. Petersburg since 2014. From Maryland, she
relocated to Tampa, graduating from USF in 1988. Her children
attend FSU.

Linda Dobbs, 12-year ONE resident; lived/worked in 10
states and three continents; a journalist/editor for 40 years;
member of City’s International Relations Committee and Dali
Guild; Tai Chi enthusiast; docent-in-training at Sunken
Gardens. Husband Bob, 3 children, 3 grandchildren. [linda_
dobbs@yahoo.com]
Gina Longino, longtime resident of St. Petersburg, is a registered nurse with Pinellas County Schools and children’s book
author of the Livvie and Buggles series. She is a single mother
of four children and grandmother of three. [glongino@
tampabay.rr.com]
James Martin and his wife have been residents in the historic
Old Northeast for the past 4 years. James is a graduate of
the USFSP, and is an everyday outdoorsman who enjoys
anything that includes being on the water or surrounded by
nature. [everydayoutdoorsman@gmail.com]
Will Michaels is retired as executive director of the History
Museum and has served as president of St. Petersburg
Preservation and vice president of the Dr. Carter G. Woodson
Museum of African American History. He is the author of The
Making of St. Petersburg. [wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com]
Emily Norton has recently moved to The Old Northeast after
completing graduate school at USF. She is an aspiring writer
and editor with too many plants and not enough cats.

Janan Talafer A long-time Snell Isle resident, Janan Talafer
enjoys writing about people and places in St. Petersburg, her
adopted hometown. She loves swing dancing, blues music,
and gardening, even when the weeds threaten to overtake
the yard. [janantalafer@gmail.com]

䄀 瀀攀爀昀攀挀琀 最椀昀琀 琀栀愀琀
欀攀攀瀀猀 漀渀 最椀瘀椀渀最⸀⸀⸀
洀愀猀猀愀最攀猀℀
글

吀栀攀 伀爀椀最椀渀愀氀 䴀愀猀猀愀最攀 匀愀渀搀愀氀

䰀椀洀椀琀攀搀 䔀搀椀琀椀漀渀 挀漀洀椀渀最 椀渀 琀椀洀攀 昀漀爀 琀栀攀 栀漀氀椀搀愀礀猀⸀ 伀琀栀攀爀 挀漀氀漀爀猀 愀瘀愀椀氀愀戀氀攀 渀漀眀⸀

嘀椀猀椀琀 伀甀爀 匀甀渀搀椀愀氀 匀琀漀爀攀
㜀㈀㜀ⴀ㠀㤀㐀ⴀ㤀㘀㌀㌀

䠀愀瀀瀀礀䘀攀攀琀⸀挀漀洀

Livia Zien moved to the area from Washington, DC in 2000.
She married, traveled, and changed careers from electrical
engineering to culinary arts to teaching math. Livia (who also
enjoys running and swimming) and her husband Greg love
life in the ONE with their two kitties.

300 Beach Drive NE #210
$2,110,000 | Web ID U7752442
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

1850 Brightwaters Boulevard NE
$3,595,000 | Web ID U7734674
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

1800 North Shore Drive NE
$3,495,000 | Web ID U7752431
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

116 Brightwaters Boulevard NE
$3,395,000 | Web ID U7734722
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

425 Lamara Way NE
$1,495,000 | Web ID U7750483
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

6503 Debbie Lane South
$899,000 | Web ID U7734925
Robyn Gunn & Diane Swainston
727.421.7234

2075 Hawaii Avenue NE
$875,000 | Web ID U7749565
Sandy Waterbury & Jenny Putrino
727.507.1788

175 1st Street South #2701
$689,000 | Web ID U7742028
Frank Fage
727.492.7817

556 3rd Street North
$599,000 | Web ID U7753380
Erica Lill
727.656.9221

9859 Sago Point Drive
$587,500 | Web ID U7723236
Peggy Grom
727.641.4442

802 Dartmoor Street North
$495,000 | Web ID U7748236
Kelly Lee McFrederick
727.410.3605

175 1st Street South #3203
$1,495,000 | Web ID U7749330
Robyn Gunn & Diane Swainston
727.421.7234

9704 Port Colony Way
$479,900 | Web ID U7745093
Cathy Waters
727.415.3536

Lakeside Drive
$350,000 | Web ID U7716506
Kelly Lee McFrederick
727.410.3605

100 4th Avenue South #408
$350,000 | Web ID U7753063
Frank Fage
727.492.7817

4635 15th Avenue North
$349,000 | Web ID U7748385
Kelly Lee McFrederick
727.410.3605

420 64th Avenue #505
$280,000 | Web ID U7745110
Cathy Waters
727.898.6800

17,000 associates | 800 offices worldwide | 61 countries and territories globally | 30 Premier Sotheby’s International Realty locations

ST. PETERSBURG | 727.898.6800
102 2nd Avenue NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity.
Property information herein is derived from various sources including, but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate.
*Cetinale, Tuscany by Josephine Trotter used with permission.

PREMIERSOTHEBYSREALTY.COM
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M E ET Y O U R NE IG H B O R
To be considered for the Meet Your Neighbor page, you may contact Susan Alderson at susie2wong@gmail.com.

Pamela
Jenkins

Sean
Moore

Susan
Arsenault

3rd Street North

8th Avenue North

7th Avenue NE

If your high school friends were asked what they
thought you’d be doing today, what would they say?

If your high school friends were asked what they
thought you’d be doing today, what would they say?

“You! A speech therapist?” They’d be shocked
since I was shy and quiet.

Probably an attorney. I got along with all the
different cliques and always kept the peace.

Using only one word, name something significant
about your life today.

Using only one word, name something significant
about your life today.

Hopeful
Best thing about living in this day and age?

There’s so much information at your fingertips via
your phone and iPad.
Favorite kid pastime you miss most?

Serenity

Best thing about living in this day and age?

Choices! There are so many options for everything,
and the information is at your fingertips.
Favorite kid pastime you miss most?

Playing outdoors with just your imagination

Playing sports in the yard or street or any open field.
I played until dark or until mom yelled for me.

Favorite memory from age 13?

Favorite memory from age 13?

Goodness, that was so long ago...
If your house were burning (all family and pets
were safe), what one thing would you grab?

Photographs
What is your idea of exercise?

Being physically busy and walking my dog
How many times have you fallen in love?

Three times

My aunt and uncle took my sister Kelly and me
camping and we made S’mores. My aunt thought
we invented “smoores” because of our last name!
If your house were burning (all family and pets
were safe), what one thing would you grab?

My golf clubs

What is your idea of exercise?

Golfing!

How many times have you fallen in love?

Your favorite dish to fix?

Truly only once to by soul mate & best friend, Linda

Lasagna

Your favorite dish to fix?

Best thing about living in St. Petersburg?

The friendliness and the fact there is no excuse to
be bored.
Best hidden “gem” in St. Pete?

Dog parks or just walking my dog
Pancake breakfast, cookout, fancy dinner or other?

Cookout
Your favorite quote?

“You will never do anything in this world without
courage.” – Aristotle
If you were elected Mayor of this city, what would
be your first improvement?

Thankful that I live in a beautiful part of this city,
I would like to see the beautification and economic
development in other areas of this city.
What do you love most about living in this country?

The freedom and opportunities to have your
dreams come true
Do you play an instrument?

No, but I took guitar, piano, and violin lessons
hoping I had musical talent.
What is your first thought in the morning?

Do I have to get up?

Best thing about living in this day and age.

We are living longer and most importantly, we’re
healthier.
Favorite kid pastime you miss most?

Jump rope

Favorite memory from age 13?

Friday night dances in my high school gym
If your house were burning (all family and pets
were safe), what one thing would you grab?

My mother-in-law’s engraved silverware that she
gave me years ago
What is your idea of exercise?

Swimming at the North Shore Pool
How many times have you fallen in love?

Once

Your favorite dish to fix?

Steamed mussels and clams

The palm arboretum on North Shore Drive

Best hidden “gem” in St. Pete?

What’s your favorite place to meet new people?

Fulfilled

Best thing about living in St. Petersburg?

The Book of Psalms in The Bible

Ibis

Using only one word, name something significant
about your life today.

Best thing about living in St. Petersburg?

What book inspires you?
Which St. Pete bird is your favorite: heron, pelican,
flamingo, ibis or other?

Probably still living in New England

Tough one. Cooking is my passion. Thanksgiving
dinner is one of my specialties. It creates lasting
memories with family and friends.
Living in Old NE and being able to walk everywhere.
I have everything I need or want within a 30
minute walk!

The “treasures” you can find in the alleyways.

If your high school friends were asked what they
thought you’d be doing today, what would they say?

Vinoy Park seawall early in the morning. I often
see dolphins or manatees, and the quiet brings
peace and calm to the mind.
What book inspires you?

So many things to do!

Best hidden “gem” in St. Pete?
What book inspires you?

Pollyanna and the Glad Book
Which St. Pete bird is your favorite:
heron, pelican, flamingo, ibis or other?

Pelican. My brother-in-law died and said he would
return as a pelican, so I love to watch them dive
when I bike along the water.

Cookbooks!

What’s your favorite place to meet new people?

Which St. Pete bird is your favorite:
heron, pelican, flamingo, ibis or other?

Pancake breakfast, cookout, fancy dinner or other?

Roseate Spoonbill at Vinoy or SPCC golf courses
What’s your favorite place to meet new people?

Places where I am travelling. I love to meet and
talk to the locals and find out where the locals eat!
Pancake breakfast, cookout, fancy dinner, or other?

Whipping up impromptu dinner for friends and
neighbors in my kitchen or backyard
Your favorite quote?

“Remember that the happiest people are not those
getting more, but those giving more.” – H. Jackson Brown, Jr.
If you were elected Mayor of this city, what would
be your first improvement?

Clean up Williams Park and use it as intended: for
small concerts, political rallies, fundraisers.
Do you play an instrument?

I can’t even play a cowbell! I was not born with a
musical bone in my body, I enjoy others’ talent in
this arena.

The downstairs bar at the Birch & Vine
Fancy dinner

Your favorite quote?

“Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery, and
today is a gift – that’s why they call it the present.”
If you were elected Mayor of this city, what would
be your first improvement?

Make certain the Pier is finished in a timely
manner and Spa Beach is utilized in the design.

What do you love most about living in this country?

As an American woman, I have been able to
pursue a career, own a business, and have many
modern conveniences in my home to help make
my life easier.
Do you play an instrument?

No! But I love to dance!

What is your first thought in the morning?

“I think I’ll sleep a little longer.”
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GOODNESS InDEED

Giving Back and Feeding the Hungry:

One Woman’s Mission to Raise Awareness in Our Community
hen Beth Vivio thinks about people in our community going to bed
hungry each night it makes her sad. “We see food everywhere we look:
restaurants, specialty food stores, advertisements and TV food shows.”
Yet as many as 17% of residents in the Tampa Bay area go to sleep with empty
stomachs.
Beth and her husband are originally from Ohio, but moved here in 2011 from
Texas with their two sons. Beth works as a full-time volunteer and got involved
at the boys’ new school, Shorecrest Preparatory, right away. Beth is on the board
of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Tampa Bay, the All Children’s Hospital Foundation
board, as well as the Shorecrest board of trustees. She is also a co-chair of the VIP
auction benefitting
All
C h i l d r e n ’s
Hospital.
The Vivios became
supporters of The St.
Petersburg Free Clinic
as soon as they arrived
here in June of 2011.
Beth learned of the
clinic through her
husband’s company,
Valpak, which has
been a longtime
supporter of the Free
Clinic.
After
attending the Soup’s
On luncheon several
times, she decided to
chair the event this
year, which was held Beth Vivio, event chair for St. Petersburg
on October 2 at the St Free Clinic’s Soup’s On event
Petersburg Coliseum.
Soup’s On is held in order to increase hunger awareness, and they do so with a
meal consisting only of soup and bread. Desiring to help the Free Clinic in a more
significant way, Beth decided to put her 10 years of professional fundraising to
work on a volunteer level. Beth has an energy that contributed significantly to
this year’s Soup’s On event. She has a dynamic, positive influence which causes
excitement in those around her. Her goals for this year were to increase attendance
at the event and to educate more people about what the clinic does for the
community. She expected that by raising attendance and awareness more food
would be donated for the food pantry and more money could be raised. She hoped

that in the future there will be an increase in participation by local businesses by
their sponsorship of the event and by hosting food drives to benefit the pantry.
“The St Petersburg Free Clinic is helping those in our community that are most
in need and really changing their lives for the better.” she says.
According to their web page, “St. Petersburg Free Clinic is a multiservice,
independent, not-for-profit human services agency providing our community
neighbors assistance with food, shelter and health care. We have been caring for
the underserved facing temporary emergency needs throughout Pinellas County
since 1970.” They have many services available including We Help (providing
emergency food, financial assistance, and help with proper ID materials), the Food
Bank (distributing food in partnership with over sixty other community agencies),

Moorman Photographics

W

Gina Longino

the Community Kitchen (feeding anyone who is hungry six nights per week, with
39,000 evening meals served in the last year), the Health Center (providing basic
health and wellness services by volunteer physicians and nurses), as well as
residences for men, women and families.
If you would like to help the St. Petersburg Free Clinic, visit their website at
www.stpetersburgfreeclinic.org. If you are interested in sponsorship opportunities
for Soup’s On, contact Julie Bostick, director of annual giving, at 727-821-1200,
ext. 154 or at Julie.Bostick@StPetersburgFreeClinic.org.

OLD NORTHEAST ESTATE

CUSTOM-BUILT HOME

COMPLETELY RENOVATED

ELEGANT WATERFRONT ESTATE

HISTORIC OLD
NORTHEAST COLONIAL

PRESTIGIOUS BRIGHTWATERS

NEW PRICE

FAMILY HOME ON OVERSIZED LOT

ESTATE ON DOUBLE-CORNER LOT

NEW PRICE

STRICKLAND
PROPERTY
GROUP

Opening doors to Tampa Bay
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Makeover Artist Gives Furniture New Life
always working on a new project.
But for the most part, she is self-taught when it comes to furniture restoration
and isn’t afraid to tackle something new, whether it’s applying milk paint to a
dresser or learning how to use a table saw.
Leslie and her husband Jack, a tax analyst for Franklin Templeton, and the
youngest of their three sons, Delton (16), live in one of the big, old classic Old
Northeast homes. Their sons Scott, 25, and Evan, 21, visit often but live out-ofstate. Leslie home-schooled all three boys, including Delton, who also takes
classes at St. Petersburg College.
The front rooms of the family’s home are filled with treasures which Leslie
has collected from thrift stores, vintage shops, estate sales, Craig’s List, and
anywhere else she could find a quality piece at a bargain price. Some of the pieces
have already had a redo and are looking glamorous, like the restored Drexel china
cabinet given some drama with a light dove gray paint job with a glossy finish
and gold accents.
Others pieces are waiting their turn to be updated, including a bureau that
had belonged to her grandfather, a physician in Connecticut in the 1930s who
was given the furniture in lieu of payment.

T

Janan Talafer

he before and after photos on Leslie Howard’s blog, citygirlarts.com, are
nothing short of amazing. She’s taken the type of ’70s furniture that filled
my home in childhood – clunky, brown, non-descript – and turned it into
something cool and
unexpected. Even a
bureau from the ’40s
that had seen better
days was suddenly hip,
redone in a gorgeous
green
with
brass-mounted green
agate drawer pulls.
I had to see for
myself how Leslie
could have the vision
to create something so
fun. But then, that’s
A before-and-after transformation.
what artists do. They
can look at the mundane and see what the rest of us can’t imagine.
When she told me that she likes to surround herself with things that have
been previously loved, I immediately thought of the story The Velveteen Rabbit,
but that’s as far as it goes. Leslie likes to take the outdated and transform it into
something unique, eclectic and arty.
On her blog, she writes: “I’ve always had an artistic eye and productive hands.”
She enjoys wielding a hammer and taking stuff apart as much as she likes using
a paint brush.

A Natural Talent
A native of Falls Church, Virginia, Leslie says she’s been creative and artistic
for as long as she can remember. She enjoys painting, cooking and sewing, as
well as painting and restoring furniture. She learned cooking from her mother,
who was a caterer, and followed in the footsteps of her dad, who was handy and

A Passion For Vintage

Some women collect jewelry, shoes or purses. Leslie collects vintage furniture,
and she has a knack for spotting pieces that have a good strong bone structure,
even though on the outside they need a little TLC.
“I love the process of finding pieces to restore and decorate,” says Leslie. “I
guess you could say I almost covet stuff to refinish. I have to stop myself from
buying more furniture or we’d quickly run out of room.”
A large detached family garage which is now a climate-controlled, air-conditioned furniture workshop is Leslie’s home-away-from-home. The walls and
ceiling are insulated and a big screen TV is there for company. “I can spend hours
focused and in the zone without even realizing it,” says Leslie, who admits that
she’s a perfectionist and is willing to redo something however many times it takes
to get it just right.
One of her current projects is learning the craft of traditional upholstery. She
just finished a week-long course in Nebraska where a master upholsterer taught
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Leslie, above, in her climate-controlled workshop which was once their garage.

Simple elegance
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A few years ago, when
the monthly St. Petersburg
Brocante Market opened
in St. Petersburg, Leslie
was one of the original
sellers. Two years ago, she
branched out and now sells
only on Etsy and the
website Chairish. Her
most interesting recent
sale? A bar cart to a
nationally renowned chef
in Miami. She tackles a
couple of new pieces every
month and just completed
a peacock-green milk-paint
antique dresser and a
1951-era chest now
looking sleek and modern
in black.

the group how to use upholstery tacks, burlap. and horse
hair. Horse hair compacts tightly and lasts longer than
the foam found in most furniture today, says Leslie. A
basket in the corner of her workshop has a mound of
rolled-up horse hair, which is coarser than human hair
but feels surprisingly soft.

Her Heart’s in D.C.
“For years, painting and refurbishing furniture was just
something fun to do,” says Leslie. It wasn’t until a couple
of years ago that she took the leap and started her own
business – City Girl Arts, a reference to the years that
she and her family lived in Arlington, just outside of
Washington, D.C. Although she’s long since acclimated
to Florida, her heart still belongs to Arlington, with its
urban, high-energy lifestyle and easy access to the metro
and D.C. activities.

Please join us for an evening with

Ashley Rhodes-Courter
Child Welfare Advocate and New York Times Bestselling Author of
THREE LITTLE WORDS and THREE MORE WORDS

Monday, November 30 at 7pm
Janet Root Theatre at Shorecrest
Presented in partnership with
Guardian ad Litem Foundation of Tampa Bay
Sponsored by the Shorecrest Upper School Guardian ad Litem
Service Club and the Shorecrest Community Association
Free and open to the public
RSVP required

www.shorecrest.org/3littlewords
or call 727-522-2111
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“A Great Combination
of Commercial and
Private Banking.”
When you’re looking for
a solid bank with local
decision makers, you’ll want
to meet our experienced
Pinellas team led by
President Scott Gault.
Visit our downtown St. Pete
office or call Scott Gault
Scott C. Gault

at 727-502-8401 to learn

Pinellas County Market President

how you can benefit from a
different kind of banking.

200 Central Avenue • St. Petersburg

727-502-8400
Tampa Bay Banking Company
bankoftampa.com

On

Member FDIC

ly Th
ree R
ema
in

RANDEE CARL
Realtor

727.580.4953

rcarl@tampabay.rr.com
The Dunbar...
Old Northeast’s newest must-see, must-have condominium community.
The Dunbar Condos’ developer has successfully endeavored to maintain historic
ambiance while adding a chic modern and meticulous flair to this 12 unit complex.
Each home provides stylish kitchens with top-level granite, tile flooring, new energyefficient stainless appliances, and an energy-efficient roof, hurricane windows, and new
central a/c units, as well as washer/dryer hookups or on-site laundry facilities.
Opportunities remain to own a 1 bedroom/1 bath, or one of the two 2 bedroom/2 baths
ranging in price from $169,000 to $319,900!

Dunbar
The

For a personal tour
call Randee Carl
727.580.4953 or visit
www.thedunbarcondos.com
for more information.
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Photographer, Arts Director – Mime?
Another little known fact about
John. When he lived in Boston, he was
a street mime at the Faneuil Hall
Marketplace. “I loved it,” says Collins.
“I studied mime with private instructors
for two years, did some teaching, and
then ventured out into street
performing. I was good at engaging an
audience. We didn’t simply pose frozen
or follow people. We had an actual
20-minute improvisation.”
He went on to found the Boston
Mime Theatre and did some touring
with the company, including

performing at Spoleto, the premier arts
festival in Charleston.
But, today Collins is best known for
his networking and fundraising skills.
He’s a powerful voice for the arts, but
much prefers a behind-the-scenes role,
giving others credit. Collins lends a
steady hand in helping provide
guidance, raise awareness, and direct
resources at the St. Petersburg Arts
Alliance. He’s got an interesting job in
a city that recognizes the value of arts
in economic development, and would
like to see it get even bigger.

University, Berklee College of Music,
Arizona State University West, USF
St. Petersburg, Eckerd Youth Alternatives, and the Cultural Arts Center in
Boca Raton. He also lent campaign
support for Shorecrest School and the
Florida Holocaust Museum.
Collins also happens to be a talented
photographer with a number of awards
to his credit. “I like to shoot places that
draw you in, and portraits in evocative
spaces,” says Collins. “Every picture
tells a story.”
He fell into photography as a
sideline to working in the theater when

Do you enjoy The Second Saturday
ArtWalk? The arts alliance deserves
kudos for coordinating this monthly
block party which draws all sorts of
people downtown after-hours to check
out the galleries and artist studios.
Did you participate in any of the
events during SPF 15, a new St.
Petersburg arts festival which included
a celebration of the city’s many urban
murals? Collins again. The arts
alliance worked with the Suncoasters
to create this unique showcase of the
city’s artistic talent.
John and Mary Ellen have lived in
several states and for a time on Florida’s
East Coast, but St. Petersburg and the
Old Northeast are where they want to
be. “We are the couple who could live
anywhere but choose to be here,” says
Collins. “It’s a good fit for us.”
Collins grew up on a farm in
Connecticut, the oldest of six kids, and
after high school went off to Clemson
University in South Carolina – a
school definitely known to be more
passionate about football than the arts.
“I don’t know what I was thinking
when I decided to go to Clemson,”
jokes Collins. “It was the late ’60s so I
had long hair. The only thing that
saved me at Clemson was getting
involved with the theater, building
sets, doing some acting, and hitchhiking
out of town on the weekends.”
After a brief stint at Clemson,
Collins relocated to Boston, where he
attended Emerson College and then
launched a long and successful career
in fundraising, first for theater
companies and then for universities.
His résumé is extensive – fundraising
and leadership roles at Emerson, Tufts

he was in Boston. “Everyone – mimes,
actors, students and the theater itself
– needed some professional shots,” says
Collins. “I loved taking portraits and
setting up the theatrical lighting.”
Decades later, when he moved to St.
Petersburg for the job at USF St.
Petersburg, Collins set up a portrait
studio at the house he and Mary Ellen
had for a time on Seventh Avenue
North. “I love to capture people in
photos, and especially enjoy doing
things out of the ordinary,” says Collins.
“A series of portraits I did for a friend
who was pregnant was extraordinary.
Two years later, I photographed the
family at the beach.”
His newest project? “Trying to
capture dance and make it come alive
in photography,” says Collins. He’s
helping promote the new St. Petersburg
Dance Alliance.
Of the hundreds of photos he’s
taken over the years, one of his favorites
was the time in Africa when over 200
elephants came out of the jungle
around sundown to have a drink at a
watering hole. “Mary Ellen and I love
to travel and I just fell in love with
Africa,” he says. “It was there that
photography became a big thing for
me.”
Living in Arizona also afforded him
plenty of opportunity to photograph
the state’s spectacular landscapes, from
Sedona to Oak Creek Canyon and
Antelope Canyon. “These are very
spiritual places,” says Collins. For
example, he says, “at just the right time
of day, a ray of light will drop down like
a spotlight at Antelope Canyon. But
of course, it’s a slot canyon, and if it
rains, you’ll drown.”

Janan Talafer

A Look Behind The Scenes
With John Collins

J

ohn Collins, the executive director
of the St. Petersburg Arts Council,
and his wife Mary Ellen, a writer,
met at Tufts University in Boston
where he was the associate director of
Alumni Relations and she was hired as
one of several assistant directors. It was
a definite match from the start. “We
knew we were in trouble right away,”
jokes John.

Antelope Canyon, Arizona

African elephants
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Canterbury’s Director of
Marine Studies Named One of
ORIGIN Magazine’s Top 100
Ocean Heroes

J

enna Cummings, Canterbury School
of Florida’s Director of Marine Studies,
is currently featured in ORIGIN
magazine’s cover story of the nation’s top
100 Ocean Heroes. Cummings said, “I
believe that our children can help us save
our oceans. My students bring excitement,
energy and creativity whenever we are in
the lab or in the field. We need to utilize
that to empower our community members to work together to restore and
protect our local waterways.”
Three years ago, Cummings secured
an international partnership with
Cousteau Divers, making Canterbury
the world’s first Cousteau Divers
partner school. Subsequently, the
school’s 2,800 sq. ft. Marine Studiesdedicated facility was re-named the
Cousteau Center for Marine Studies.
All students at Canterbury, from
Pre-kindergarten through grade 12,
utilize this facility as part of their
marine studies curriculum. They also
participate in a wide range of marinerelated community service each year
thanks to Cummings’ local and national
partnerships with groups like NOAA, the Florida Wildlife Research Institute,
Tampa Bay Watch, the College of Marine Science at USF, Eckerd College,
and the U.S. Geological Survey.
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4th Street North Motel
Transforming Into Food Hall

The site of the Montecello Motel, located
at 1700 4th Street North, will be transformed
into a new food hall - the Crescent Lake
Market. The 18 hotel rooms will serve as stalls
for independent food vendors and chefs, and a
covered courtyard will serve as the communal
dining room.
In December 2014, real estate investor
Jonathan Daou paid $825,000 for the motel
which sits adjacent to Crescent Lake. Food
hall concepts are becoming increasingly
popular, especially in cities like New York and
New Orleans. Daou has already secured at
least one vendor, Karma Juice Bar & Eatery.
“This is a great use for old buildings instead
of tearing them down and putting up chain
stores,” says Daou. Across the street, the
owner of Bob Lee’s Tire Co, Todd Murian
agrees, “I think this is exactly what we need.
It allows a person who probably could never
afford to be on Fourth Street to be on Fourth
Street and peddle their product.”
The market is anticipated to open in
February 2016.
*****

Women’s Chamber of Commerce
Monthly Luncheons

T

he Women’s Chamber of Commerce of St.
Petersburg (www.wccstpete.com)
welcomes guests to attend their monthly
luncheons. This group is in its 86th year of
supporting projects and service to our great
community. Please join Phyllis Powell, WCC
president, members of the WCC board of
directors, WCC members, and other guests at
these 2015-2016 monthly luncheons.
November 19, 2015
Carrabba’s Italian Grill
1951 4th Street N
Guest Speaker:
Kim Dohlman, Creative Clay
December 17, 2015
St. Petersburg Yacht Club
11 Central Avenue
Entertainment:
Jessica Burchfield and Francesca Jay

A D V E RT I S E
in the JOURNAL

Contact Susan at 727.259.3149 or
advertise@northeastjournal.org
for all your advertising needs.
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2015-2016
OPEN HOUSES
Tuesday, November 17 @ 9am and 6:30pm
Kindergarten, Elementary & Middle School

5995 MLK Jr. Street South
• Elementary and
Middle School
• Integrated curriculum
• Collaborative work
environment

• Fostering self-motivation,
independence and
academic success
• Spaces available
ages 9-12

3200 58th Ave. S.

at Maximo Presbyterian Church

Call for Personalized Tour

License #C084323

alegriamontessori.com

866-1901

Alegria Montessori School welcomes students without regard to race, color, religion, national or ethnic origin, or economic or social class.

We Service and Repair All Brands

“Old Blue Eyes” Charms Downtown

C

elebrate Sinatra came to St. Petersburg September 26 and a lot of Old
Northeasters participated wholeheartedly! One such attendee,
Christie Petersen, was thrilled to be there. “I have loved Sinatra since
I was a young girl – my father was a big fan!” She says she wouldn’t have
missed it!
The Celebrate Sinatra event, a swanky, black-tie optional, evening-gown
required (girls like to dress up!) evening of 1950s night club music, was held
at the Priatek (formerly Progress) Plaza’s elegant two-story atrium lobby.
There was Dancing, casino tables, full big band orchestra as well as a Latin
quartet, cash bars including a signature complimentary martini, passed hors
d’oeuvres – those were just a few
highlights of the evening.
Celebrate Sinatra is in its second
successful year here thanks to local
entrepreneur Jon Reno La Budde,
owner of the iconic Reno Beach
Surf Shop on Fourth Street North
as well as the new Reno Downtown
Joint on Fourth Street and First
Avenue North. La Budde owned the
well-known Jonny Reno’s surferthemed restaurant and bar on the
now-demolished St. Petersburg’s
Pier. La Budde, often referred to as
“the unofficial mayor of St.
Christie Petersen and Christine Cheshier
Petersburg” has been writing a blog
on happenings in the city for many years – way before the recent craze –
called La Budde’s Weekly Burg Blast.
His friend, Ken Walters of Tampa, started the original Celebrate Sinatra
in 1998 to honor the passing of ‘Old Blue Eyes.’ It has been ongoing since
then in Tampa and has now come to our city. La Budde is a member of the
Suncoasters of St. Petersburg, a non-profit civic organization of volunteer
business leaders who donate their time and money to produce events to
honor the City of St. Petersburg and to raise funds to provide scholarships
and financial support for youth education in arts and music.
– Linda Dobbs

KRON
& WEST

Call us for details on our specials and rebates!

AIR CONDITIONING

727-345-0317
www.kronwest.com

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Trane offers high-quality, energy-efficient systems and
is the leader in residential indoor air quality
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
The Trane brand is the most highly-rated brand of
residential heating, cooling and ventilation
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Together with Kron & West, you can experience a
dependable, efficient high-performance system
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Kron & West’s service department is available for all brands 24/7
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
We Are Committed to 100% Customer Satisfaction
Class ‘A’ State Certified CAC1814552, CAC042743 & CAC1815643

Featured Listing

205 25th Avenue NE

3 Bed 3 Bath 2,295 SF Granada Terrace
Offered at $675,000

Specializing in Old Northeast,
Snell Isle and Downtown

Sharon Kantner

Top 1% of Realtors in Pinellas County

Realtor® & Old NE Resident
Direct 727.278.5866
SKantner@SmithandAssociates.com
ThisOldNEhouse.com

NEJ writer Linda Dobbs and managing editor Susan Alderson with Jon LaBudde
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Live Music at the HH2O Pool Bar
Every Sunday 1-5pm
The Cheaters
November 7th 4-7pm
Double M Band
December 5th 4-7pm
Now Booking Parties for Any Occasion!
FREE CABANA with booked party

Full Liquor Bar and Poolside Food MENU
$

5 Martini MONDAYS • $3 Craft Beer TUESDAYS • $10 Burger/Fries/Craftbeer WEDNESDAYS
$
5 Margarita THURSDAYS 5-7pm • Trivia SUNDAYS – Free to play, fun and prizes, 7-9pm
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can relate to. He remembered playing
“broadcast” as a kid with his boombox,
using the Space Jam soundtrack as
background ambiance and talking into
a pretend microphone. “I guess I did
have it figured out when I was a kid
what I wanted to do, but you don’t
think about it as an adult,” Kuncz

there’s a sense of community
here. I walk outside any time
of night and I see somebody
else walking around.
Everyone is kind of on top of
each other, but it makes you
interact with your neighbors.”
This sentiment is probably
shared by most residents of
The Old Northeast, myself
included. There is an alluring
quality of the gorgeous
historical homes and
tree-lined streets combined

muses. So he started looking for radio
jobs, which culminated in the
Homemade Broadcast and RadioStPete.
Originally from Largo, Kuncz moved
to St. Petersburg in 2008 due to a
dramatic turn of events. He was hit by
a drunk driver while driving back home
to Largo after class when he was in
college. Kuncz then needed to move
closer to campus in order to continue
attending school. While unfortunate
circumstances brought Kuncz to St.
Pete, he decided to make this city his
home after realizing “it’s the place to
be in Florida.” Kuncz was attracted to
the numerous beautiful neighborhoods
throughout St. Petersburg. He
ultimately decided to make The Old
Northeast his neighborhood of choice,
admitting, “I fell in love with this
neighborhood… the buildings are cool,
the brick roads... you can just feel that

Will interviewing Mayor Rick Kriseman (top), and Tampa Bay locals Chase Ingram and
Marcus Crescentini, who were drafted this year by the New York Mets and Los Angeles
Dodgers respectively

Homemade Broadcast:
Homegrown in the ONE

I

Emily Norton

n a one-bedroom apartment in The
Old Northeast, Will Kuncz is
recording one of the most highly
rated podcasts in the Tampa Bay area
out of his living room. The Homemade
Broadcast is homemade in every sense
of the word, as Kuncz himself is
responsible for literally every aspect of
his show: producing, recording,
booking, and hosting. Despite its
humbleness, the Homemade Broadcast
is truly impressive in scope and range.
It focuses on local life, arts and music,
and showcases a diverse lineup of
special guests, including St. Petersburg’s
Mayor Rick Kriseman. The Homemade
Broadcast also highlights the local
events and special people that make
our community so vibrant. Kuncz is
truly successful at providing listeners
with information about the creative
individuals and unique aspects of our
community.
The Homemade Broadcast began as
a fun podcast with a roommate before
Kuncz joined forces with RadioStPete,
which launched in July 2013. Kuncz’s
roommate ended up leaving the podcast
after having a baby, and Kuncz believed
that was the end of things.
He jokes, “My life is not interesting
enough to envelope 45 minutes of
talking by myself.” In order to keep the
broadcast going, Kuncz began inviting
guests to the show – mostly local artists
and musicians. He managed to keep
attracting more and more notable
guests. As popularity grew, guests
actually began reaching out to him,
including the mayor.
“I didn’t think he would do it. I
mean, it’s just some stupid little
podcast.”
Clearly, the mayor disagreed, as do
Kuncz’s avid listeners. The Homemade
Broadcast is even more impressive
considering Kuncz doesn’t have prior
experience in radio.
After jumping from major to major
while in college at USFSP, he ended up
with an English degree. After
graduation, Kuncz felt a bit aimless,
something many recent college grads
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with the bustling atmosphere that
make this neighborhood feel like
home, whether you’ve lived here a
month or your entire life. Kuncz
describes the neighborhood as “mixed,”
elaborating, “I wouldn’t say there’s a
certain age group here. It seems like
there’s people from every kind of
generation... I saw a kid riding his bike,
which was amazing to me the other
day. Do you remember when you were
a kid? Didn’t you go out and just ride
your bike?” I certainly did. But as you
drive through many neighborhoods
and suburbs in the Tampa Bay area,
you’ll notice a lack of kids on bikes,
neighbors on porches, and a general
lack of community. It’s rare to live in
a neighborhood where people are

constantly outside and interacting
with each other.
Both Kuncz and I expressed similar
concerns over the rising costs of
housing in St. Petersburg, especially in
on our own neighborhood. “Scott
Harrell from Creative Loafing wrote a
really great article about this a couple
months ago – and I spoke to him on
the podcast as well – and he brought
up the point that because this is such
a booming area, the people who are
making St. Pete great – the artists and
the musicians – can’t afford to live here
anymore.” We understand the demand,
that so many people want to live in
such a desirable area, but we both
consider the impact if the costs keep
going up.
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ANNUAL CANDLELIGHT TOUR OF HOMES
Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 13, as
the date of the 18th Annual Historic Old Northeast
Neighborhood Association Candlelight Tour of Homes.
Once again, guests will enjoy the opportunity to see up
to eight selected homes, inside and out, representing
architectural styles popular in the early 20th century.
Volunteer docents will be on hand to relate each
home’s history and point out special features.
This is a self-guided event. Guests may view the
homes in any order they choose, either on foot, car,
bike or by hopping on provided trolleys. Simply pick
up a booklet at Westminster Palm View, 939 Beach
Drive NE, and you’re on your way.

Give the gift of relaxation.

The Tour is a “rain or shine” event which runs from
3-8pm. Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 on the
day of the Tour. Advance tickets may be purchased
via PayPal on www.HONNA.org or at designated retail
outlets (a list can be found on the HONNA website).
What a wonderful way to begin any holiday
celebration!

Kuncz is determined to stay in The Old Northeast, however. “It was important
for me, I really wanted to stay in this neighborhood. I love being able to walk
downtown and not have to drive, to be able to ride a bicycle to work. It’s just so
centrally located.” So long as The Old Northeast continues to be so desirable,
more and more people are bound to flock here, raising housing costs. But creatives
like Kuncz are determined to stand their ground.
Kuncz takes an active role in contributing to the community through the
Homemade Broadcast by spotlighting local events. He describes it as a “symbiotic
relationship” as the events need the publicity and he needs something to
broadcast. “We share audiences and we build that web, that connectivity and
that community.”
In addition to hosting the Homemade Broadcast, Kuncz also hosts a successful
open-mic comedy night at Sly Bar (winner of Creative Loafing’s 2015 Critics’
Pick for “Best of the Bay”: Best Place to Watch Comics Get Better), giving
amateur comedians the opportunity to perform while also promoting his podcast.
This is just another way Kuncz is participating in and influencing the arts
community of St. Petersburg. Kuncz also dreams of eventually opening a comedy
club somewhere in downtown in the next couple of years, but he admits, “I don’t
know if St. Pete is quite ready for that.” Regardless, it is clear that Kuncz has
become a fixture in the St. Petersburg arts community, and we are all truly lucky
to have him and the Homemade Broadcast as our neighbor.
You can listen to the Homemade Broadcast Sundays at 6:15pm on RadioStPete
or find it on iTunes on demand. It can also be found on Facebook, or at www.
hmbradio.com.

Enjoy 12% off a service of your choice when you mention this ad.*
*Valid 11/1/2015-2/1/2015. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
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Northstar Realty is the Preferred Realtor of
Hottest Address in St. Petersburg. ONE.
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Soaring to new heights in the heart of downtown, ONE St. Petersburg introduces a
bold new vision for contemporary urban living. ONE city block. 41 stories. 253 luxury
condominium residences. A new destination for shopping, dining and more. An iconic
new address – with endless views and infinite possibilities in every direction.

727-528-7653
Northstar Realty, Inc.

Peggy Naruns, Broker Owner
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Give the Gift of Tennis and Fitness!
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AR O UN D TH E O L D N O RTH EA S T
These photos display some of the local flavor, flair, flora and fauna of the Old Northeast, as seen by photographer Susan Alderson.
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LEO Wives Support Officers’ Families

O

Samantha Bond

ur St. Petersburg Police Department has a secret weapon in the form of officer
support. They are the St. Petersburg Police Department LEO Wives. In case
you didn’t know, LEO stands for Law Enforcement Officer.
The common reality of their lives is danger. These husbands, wives, and their
families bear significant emotional challenges from high stress jobs. They sometimes
deal with declining public opinions of law enforcement. The SPPD LEO Wives

LEO Wives participating in a National Campaign called “We See You”

face their fears and anxieties by being ‘ears and shoulders’ to one another. It’s such
a simple premise, yet so meaningful all at the same time.
Recently, I had an opportunity to learn more about the organization from Dawn
Peters, a SPPD LEO wife, board of directors’ member, and community liaison. The
group is relatively new, having begun in April of 2015. They are 89 members strong,
and are looking to continue to grow. They have support from the Police Benevolent
Association, though the SPPD LEO Wives’ focus is definitely on local wives
supporting each other.

Have a
warm and
wondrous
holiday
season,
and a
healthy and
prosperous
New Year!

One tool they use is social media as a platform for real-time communication
among members. For example, imagine the phone rings late at night. There’s a
SWAT team assignment! If you’re a SPPD LEO wife, you don’t have to sit in the
dark alone unable to go back to sleep. Likely another member is messaging you on
Facebook to hold your hand electronically. Sometimes schedules are erratic, and
family functions are cancelled. SPPD LEO wives roll with it. They know that by
being supportive and understanding, they are supporting their husband/officers as
well. Dawn should know, she has 18 years of experience as a LEO wife. As a whole,
our community benefits by having officers who are respected and appreciated.
Support can be tangible as well. Back in August, the SPPD LEO wives coordinated
a volunteer effort where they provided a mug of treats to every officer as they reported
for duty. The wives took turns over a full 24-hour period, presenting the mugs to
each officer as they reported for duty. The mugs contained snacks, treats, and some
special offer coupons from participating area businesses. Dawn explains that this is
a small way of showing the officers they are appreciated as they head out on an
unpredictable shift. The wives also support each other by
sometimes cooking a meal or helping with babysitting when
needed. It’s true, little things mean a lot.
Dawn shared with me, “SPPD Chief Holloway has been
very supportive of our group, and of the SPPD Auxiliary, a
group formed to support the entire family unit of an officer.”
Dawn goes on to say that Holloway is humble, warm, and
very supportive of the families of officers. Recently, Chief
Holloway actively supported the group by providing access
to indoor space for a picnic function on the 4th of July. It’s
a busy time, and most officers are working, so this gives
families their own place to enjoy a cookout with other SPPD
Dawn Peters
LEO families.
Meeting Dawn Peters opened my eyes to the human side of law enforcement.
She shared her experiences with some of the stresses of being a LEO wife which I
had not really given much thought to before meeting her. There was no plea for
sympathy, though they do seek understanding and support from the community.
We should all be grateful for the risks our officers take.
Dawn and her husband, motorcycle patrol officer Bobby Peters, and their two daughters reside in
Shore Acres.

Jen MacMillen, publisher; Susan Alderson, managing editor/photographer; Susan Seta, advertising director;
Jamie Mayo, distribution manager; Julie Johnston, art director/design & production
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Cheers from the Northeast Journal Family
Thank you to our writers! If you would like to join our family of writers, contact Susan Alderson, managing editor, at editor@northeastjournal.org.
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It’s More Than a Game:

The First Tee of St. Petersburg
based on a rigorous application and interview process. She was fortunate enough to
be paired with golf great Gene Sauers with whom she had a phenomenal time.
ome may think that The First Tee of St. Petersburg is all about golf or summer Mariana’s future looks bright. She credits The First Tee of St. Petersburg for the
camps. Actually, The First Tee of St. Petersburg is quite a bit more. It is a opportunities and the doors that it has opened in her life. She states, “The First Tee
youth mentoring program that teaches life skills, good character, and has not only given me the opportunity to play golf, but has blessed me with wonderful
leadership. It seamlessly weaves the sport of golf with The First Tee Nine Core friendships. Through the program, I have met some great people and learned essential
Values™ of honesty, integrity, confidence, perseverance, respect, sportsmanship, life skills and core values which have made me the person I am today.
responsibility, courtesy, and judgment. It also is a vehicle to give volunteers the
Matthew Frey, Northeast resident as well as owner and partner of Frey Masterson
opportunity to inspire and make positive strides in the community.
Investment Advisors, has been a dedicated sponsor of The First Tee of St. Petersburg
As a teenager, Ben Boyle, a resident of Snell Isle and Vice President of The First for the past three years. He states, “We are proud to support an organization that
Tee of St. Petersburg, grew up in the city of St. Petersburg junior golf program. teaches children the importance of respect and taking ownership. Golf has always
During that time, he volunteered as a youth mentor as well as played golf for four been a game that instills leadership and honesty and our firm recognizes that these
years at Northeast High School. Upon graduation, he attended Eckerd College traits are what helps children become successful adults. This mission is important
and played on the golf team. Now, Mr. Boyle has a family of his own and realizes to all our futures.” Mr. Frey participates in The First Tee of St. Petersburg’s premiere
the importance of giving back to his community. He states, “I have great memories event, the Brittany & Friends Celebrity Pro-am held every year in January at the
of growing up as a junior golfer. A lot of the friends I made are still my close friends Vinoy Golf Club. He understands the importance of proceeds from that day’s
today. The lessons I learned on the golf course served me well off the course, too. event will continue to enhance the programming for the organization. Mr. Frey
It helped me grow into the person I am today.” Ben owns Native Sportfishing, a adds, “This tournament is a highlight of our year and our clients who participate
local and well respected fishing charter
in it talk about the values of the organibusiness. When he is not on the water
zation for years after (not to mention the
with clients, he serves on the Board of
fun!). We are extremely proud to support
The First Tee of St. Petersburg and
this mission and remain a fixture for
coaches the boy’s and girl’s golf team at
years to come.”
Northeast High School. From junior
The First Tee of St. Petersburg
golfer to volunteer board member of The
currently serves their youths at Mangrove
First Tee of St. Petersburg, it has been a
Bay and Cypress Links Golf Course.
full circle for Ben Boyle. The journey
They also had programming at its sister
back to his roots has been very rewarding
golf course, Twin Brooks, however, it has
for him. Ben adds, “I love giving
been under a six-month revitalization
something back that meant so much to
since May. With the temporary closure
me as a kid. Volunteering with The First Ben Boyle with wife Laetitia and youth participants
of Twin Brooks, it made it difficult for
Tee of St. Petersburg is my
youths in this area to
participate due to the
way to give back!”
distance to the other
The First Tee of St.
courses. Rick Waltman,
Petersburg program also
Executive Director of The
encourages
young
First Tee of St. Petersburg
volunteer involvement.
states “Many of the youths
Currently, the organithat engage in our program
zation has 30 youth
at Twin Brooks either walk
volunteers, but one young
or bike to this location. It
lady has become an
made it challenging for
outstanding youth mentor.
families to transport their
Mariana Ocano, 17, is a
children to the other
Northeast resident and
courses. With the current
senior who attends the St.
The First Tee Kids “Thank You”
graduation rate of 50% in
Petersburg High School
IB Program. She’s been a member of The First Tee of St. Petersburg for 10 years the Twin Brooks area, it is paramount that we can provide them a setting both
and has embodied The First Tee Nine Core Values.™ Mariana started the program after school and on the weekends to teach life skills and core values.”
The hope was to have The First Tee of St. Petersburg Mentoring Center open
at 7 years old participating in camps and clinics and over the next 6 years she
logged approximately 600 hours of program participation. At 13, she began volun- simultaneously with the opening of the golf course. Unfortunately, the project
teering for the program and assisted the coaches with the golf and life skills has been delayed, but The First Tee of St. Petersburg feels confident that they will
curriculum taught at The First Tee of St. Petersburg. Once she turned 16, she be able to break ground in the spring of 2016. “The scope of this building is more
made her final transition to a Volunteer Youth Mentor which meant she garnered about the programs that we will be able to offer our youth both on and off the
the skill sets to be more than just a volunteer, but a person who the younger kids golf course. We made adjustments to our original plans to ensure we could facilitate
truly looked up to for guidance on and off the golf course. Over the past 4 years the needs of our youth and their families. Our goal is to guide our children to
Mariana has volunteered several hundred hours of her time to the youth of The become successful young adults.” states Mr. Waltman. Even though The First Tee
of St. Petersburg will not have their learning center built at this time, they will
First Tee of St. Petersburg.
Mariana’s biggest achievement at The First Tee of St. Petersburg came in 2014 be able to facilitate their after-school and weekend clinics by utilizing the dedicated
when she was selected for the prestigious Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble practice area which will include 3 holes plus a chipping and putting area. Clinics
Beach. This selection occurs each year and only the top 80 applicants are chosen will resume on Monday, November 9th.

S

Pamela Arbisi
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in Snell Isle and the Old Northeast. The chapter
reaches over 5000 youth participants annually, aged
6-18 with 85% considered “at risk”. Of that, 4,300
participants are through The First Tee National
School Program®, 490 participants are in the
Certifying Program, and 300 are in the Outreach
Program. Additionally, The First Tee of St. Petersburg
provides scholarship assistance to over 75% of their
participants. With a staff of only three full time

At this time, The First Tee of St. Petersburg is
planning to break ground for their 4000+ square foot
mentoring center in the spring of 2016. This building
will serve more than the components of golf-related
activities for the youth. It will be a multi-purpose
learning center that will include classrooms, computer
labs, and recreation rooms along with a fitness room
and art studio. The total project budget is $800,000,
which includes the construction of the facility as well

Clockwise from top:
Hogan and Tiger – Youth, diversity and friendship;
Matt Frey and his team at the 2015 Brittany & Friends
Celebrity Pro-Am at the Vinoy Golf Club;
Mariana Ocano with Gene Sauers, PGA;
Participants watching final play at Twin Brooks during a
middle school golf match

as funds for operations, added programs, and outreach
efforts that will be provided at the new center. To
date, The First Tee of St. Petersburg has raised
$600,000 to include the Community Development
Block Grant. Andy Boggini, Northeast resident and
President of the Board, states, “Knowing there is more
we can do, we need to overcome a significant obstacle;
our chapter lacks a dedicated facility to serve as a
formal home base of operations. This has imposed
logistical limits on how broad of an impact we’ve been
able to make in our community.”
The First Tee of St. Petersburg serves youth from
the Gandy Bridge to the Sunshine Skyway Bridge,
however, many volunteers, donors and sponsors reside

employees, volunteers continue to be the heart and
soul of their programs. Whether it is life skills or golf
skills, The First Tee of St. Petersburg always has opportunities for volunteers to give their time, talent, and
treasures. After all, it’s more than a game.
The public is encouraged to attend the most
anticipated Opening Ceremony at Twin Brooks Golf
Course located at 3800 22nd Avenue South at 2pm
on Saturday, November 21st. To learn more how you
can become a volunteer or a sponsor, please contact
Pamela Arbisi, Director of Business Development at
parbisi@TheFirstTeeStPetersburg.org or call
(727)551-3300. Please visit the website at www.
TheFirstTeeStPetersburg.org.

LCC Day School
Pre-K2 through 8th Grade

4400 Chancellor Street NE
St. Peters burg, FL 3370 3
7 2 7 - 5 2 2 - 8 3 31
w w w. l c c d ay s c h o o l . c o m
A c c r e d i t e d b y F KC a n d F C I S
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T he E veryday O utdoorsman

Bats on the Bayou
James Martin

U

Myotis austroriparius

Coffee Pot bats’ home in the black bag at top; bat at bottom right

extremely durable skin that connects their fingers and allows the bats to fly with
their hands. Bats are also not blind as is commonly thought. They actually share
the same senses we do with one special advantage. Some have built-in sonar, or
echolocation, which allows them to hunt for food in the dark using sound waves
to find their way.
Bats are our friends, or at least you should think they are. Our Florida bats are
not vampire bats; those Central and South American cousins don’t migrate to
Florida nor anywhere in the United States. The bats that call Florida home are
nature’s best weapons against night-flying insects. Bats routinely consume their
body weight in insects during a night of feeding. Ah! That would explain the
mysterious nearly instant disappearance of mosquitoes from the dock on Coffee
Pot where these bats reside.

Extensive preparation with quality materials!
Free Estimates & References Lic #8165
www.tropicalpainting.com

Shutterstock (left and right)
Susan Alderson (left and right)

Merlin D. Tuttle, Bat Conservation Intl.

nimaginable color explodes across the bay; the sky turns a fiery orange, bidding
farewell to another late summer day. A small crowd gathers on the waterfront
along Coffee Pot Bayou. You would think the magnificent waterfront view
of Tampa Bay is cause enough for this group of onlookers, but you’d be mistaken.
The crowd has gathered for a different sort of beauty, one which arouses mixed
emotions... bats!
The darkness of night is slowly approaching and along a small dock an
explosion rocks the sky. Over fifty bats make their nightly escape from their daily
refuge; a small black casing that covers a homeowner’s motor. Some giggles and
a few screams can be heard by children, covering their heads and ducking the
procession of bats as they start their nocturnal activities. Mosquitoes instantly
disappear; seems these creatures want a small snack on their way out.
We have the great fortune here in the Old Northeast to witness a diverse and
breathtaking array of natural beauty, from a wide variety of sea life to one of the
most diverse collections of birds anywhere in the U.S. We are also home to a
large assortment of bats. Thirteen species of bats, either yearly or seasonal
residents call Florida
home. Bats are astonishing
mammals; they encompass
their own order –
Chiroptera – and have no
relation to rodents. They
are the only species of
mammal that truly flies;
others actually glide
rather than fly. Bats have
similar hands to humans,
but with one natural
design advantage. They
have an ultra-thin,

727-804-9710

All of these facts beg the question, what species are calling Coffee Pot Bayou
home? This is a difficult question to answer as I’m certainly not a bat expert, and
they escape so rapidly during their nightly venture out that it’s nearly impossible
to snap a reliable photo. From the stories I’ve heard and the research I’ve been
able to conduct, I’ve deduced that we’re dealing with one of two species. The
tri-colored bat – or perimyotis subflavus – is Florida’s smallest bat with an average
wingspan of just 8 inches. This matches the description and leads me to believe
this may be our culprit. The other suspect, and the one I personally believe it to
be is the myotis austroriparius or southeastern myotis. The southeastern myotis
is widely known to have a voracious appetite, especially for mosquitoes and tend
to hunt close to the water, skimming the surface in search of food. That sure
sounds like our bats on the bayou!
Other than eating insects and controlling
our mosquito population, bats contribute
another critical role in nature. Various
plants including bananas, figs, and avocado
rely on bats for pollination. Imagine a world
without guacamole... no thank you!
Bats are endangered and need our help
protecting them. Like many species, urbanization is destroying their habitat. If you
happen upon a colony of bats and find them
to be a nuisance, please contact a bat removal
Closeup of bat flying out of home
company that will remove and relocate them
in a non-lethal way. Want to help our local bat
friends? Build yourself a bat house and welcome the best mosquito repellent you’ve
ever seen to your backyard. Visit the Florida Bat Conservancy homepage at www.
floridabats.org/bybh.htm for more information on constructing your new bat house.
Next time you’re walking along the waterfront at dusk, watching the mullet
jump, listening to the birds call out, or taking in a breathtaking view of Tampa
Bay, keep a close lookout for our unheralded Florida friend the bat, and recall all
they contribute to the biodiversity of our planet, and a give them a small nod of
appreciation for keeping our mosquito population in check. Nature is everywhere
in the Old Northeast, keep your eyes open or you just might miss it. Until next
time, see you in the sunshine.
Reference: www.floridabats.org/BatsAre.htm, tampabaybats.net/floridas-bats.html

Loss of Sense of Smell and Safety*
Our sense of smell is an important guide that we
frequently take for granted until it is gone. While smell is
not only important for our enjoyment, it can be linked to
lifetime memories and it is most critical for our safety.
Our ability to detect odors certainly enhances our enjoyment of food. Even after we lose our sense of smell, our
taste detection of sweet, sour, salt and bitter typically still
works. Yet, a normal functioning sense of smell really
improves our enjoyment of taste. It gives us the aroma of
coffee, the bouquet of wine and the flavor of beef.
For some people the ability to detect odors is strongly tied
to their emotions and even their memories. Some people
can link their fondest memories to the first time they had a
particular food because of its odor. Children may bond to
their mother from this special sense.

Sense of smell also offers protection alerting us to
fire before we may see it and preventing us from
eating spoiled food. Here are some precautions and
suggestions for when the sense of smell is gone:
• Obtain smoke detectors for your home and
replace batteries regularly
• Consider obtaining carbon monoxide detector
as well
• Never consume food in your refrigerator that
you are unsure of its safety
• Mark all leftovers with date before placing
them in the refrigerator
Consider food enhancements with appropriate
substitutes:

Women typically have better abilities to detect odors than
men. Younger adults are able to enjoy odors better that
older adults.

• Add non-salt seasoning/sweeteners

Age related loss of sense of smell is most commonly
believed to be related to a lifetime of repeated viral upper
respiratory tract infection and exposure to environmental
irritants whereby the specialized smell nerves, over time,
do not replenish themselves as well.

• Consider cooking meats in low salt bullion to
enhance flavor

Gradual, unexplained loss of sense of smell can be
associated with common sources of nasal blockage like
allergies and nasal polyps. Loss of sense of smell can also
be seen with rare conditions like sinus tumors or even with
early in neurodegenerative disorders like Parkinsonism
and Alzheimer’s disease. Proper medical evaluation is
appropriate for early detection. This will include nasal
endoscopy and perhaps imaging.

Alla Solyar, MD
Rhinologist, Sinus & Nasal Institute of Florida

• Use reduced-calorie or artificial sweeteners
for diabetics

• Use texture alterations in foods to enhance
enjoyment
• Consider using spices such as pepper, chili,
curry, and cayenne
*Sinus & Nasal Institute of Florida Foundation©
94th Avenue North, St Petersburg, FL 33702
Tel 727-573-0074

Sense of smell fibers are the yellow lines
depicted high in the nasal cavity

The information contained herein is not intended to cover all possible directions, precautions, warnings, drug interactions, allergic
reactions, or adverse effects and is not intend to replace consultation with you physician. If you have questions about the drugs you are
taking, check with your doctor, nurse or pharmacist.
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THE GREATEST GENERATION Continued from page 1

Andy wearing his Air Force Crush hat

he experienced in that war. We were greeted warmly
by Andy and Evelyn, a typical mannerism for both of
them. They both excel in extolling graciousness and
welcome to their visitors.
Andy, third generation Floridian, was born in 1923
in Perry, where his parents operated an ol’ timey
turpentine still. He enrolled at the University of
Florida as a co-op student working for Florida Public
Service Company.
World War II changed all of that. He was called
up in 1943. In the summer of 1944, as a brand-new
young navigator, he flew to Newfoundland in a B-17
squadron destined for Europe. En route was a stop-over
in Ft. Dix, New Jersey. On take-off in a heavy rain
storm, plane number one lifted off perfectly. The next
B-17 tilted dangerously, then crashed and burst into
flames. Andy was in plane number three, already
rolling down the runway, so they had no choice but
to take off over the burning wreckage.
Thus, Andy was introduced to the reality of war.
On his 13th mission, in September over Hungary,
his plane was hit by enemy fire. The pilot gave the
order to jump. The crew had never parachuted, so for
the first time ever, Andy was suddenly in midair,
suspended by his canopy, floating to the ground along

with eight other crewmen who
wound up scattered across the
countryside.
Excerpts from his diary –
published on the Florida
Humanities Council website
called “Florida Goes to War: The
Sunshine State in World War II”
– tell what happened next.
10 Sept 1944: Shot down while
bombing oil refinery 6 mi SE of
Vienna. Parachute down from
burning plane and land on island in
Danube inside Hungarian Border
near Bratislav.
12 Sept 1944: Capture by 3
hunters.
He was imprisoned in several
prisoner of war camps known in
German as stalags. While being Andy and Evelyn in front of the Small World
transferred from Budapest, he was
transported in a boxcar to another stalag in Poland. she was doing this. She said she did so because her own
As the war started to wind down, with Russian son was a prisoner of war in America and he had been
kindly treated. She wanted to repay that favor.
troops advancing into Poland, they had one-and-aEvacuation
half hours to evacuate about 1000 prisoners.
27 Jan. 45: Notified (1 ½ hours notice) of
proposed evacuation – packed [indecipherable]
much food.
28 Jan 45: Left Sagan on 22nd birthday at
0530 – dark, cold, snowing – impressive sight due
to glare of burning building 3 km out of Sagan
passed Ger. Troops in white smocks some mech
equipment – A. T. guns. – many refugees. [indecipherable] the Berlin Breslau autobahn. Arrived at
HABLAU about noon and stood in streets til
twilight. Snow and cold. Foreign workers – Polish,
French, Russians – very friendly. Quartered in
chapel in graveyard of Lutheran Church – no
lights, cold – ate can of frozen salmon for supper.
Was sick this night. A pretty miserable night spent
by all. 17km made today.
29 Jan 45: Packed this morning before
daylight – a long wait to get started – some of the
men bought sleds (improvised) from the
Andy Hines with B-17G and Crew of Army 6358 – July 1944, Avon townspeople for a couple of packs of cigarettes.
Park, Florida
We started at the head of the column, directly
The Germans allowed occasional five-minute rest behind the Gen. and the Colonels. A Hauptman d. LW.
stops, as the prisoners were being escorted along icy was with us. Very cold with wind driving snow cross
roads. Andy recalls one lady rushing out of her home wind and head wind. On the march we make 5 min.
with a kettle of warm water to help refresh them because halts every 20 or 30 min. with a 15 min. halt around
the weather was so cold. One of the prisoners could noon for dinner. The column is very long – 3 and 4 to
speak a little of the German language, so he asked why 5 men abrest [sic], pulling sleds – 1800 men – column

538 Central Avenue, St. Pete
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close to a mile long or better. Some of the
men have diarreah [sic], and other
ailments. Today we made 17 km, and
halted for night in a farm at
SELINGSHRUE on the estate of a
Baron who was captured in N. Africa.
We slept in the straw and were fairly
comfortable and warm.
30 Jan 45: Rested today at the barn.
Made some hot choclate [sic] and bullion
for first hot drink – except maybe little given
by Foreign workers since leaving Sagan.
All food supplies are pretty low. We had to
leave much food at Sagan because of no
way to carry it. The Germans seem to have
made no preparations for handling this As a young Air Force Navigator
large a body of men and their organization
Andy wound up on a troop ship that
is poor. Energy today is profiting by this docked in New York exactly one year
rest, as the next stage of the trek is due to after D-Day, on June 6, 1945. He recalls
be pretty long. Weather continues cold but that all of the prisoner experience was
somewhat clearer. So far the Germans enough for one war, yet there was
have provided no food at all for this march. speculation that his unit could be sent
31 Jan 45: Today we marched 28 to the Pacific. Fortunately for him,
kilometer from Selingshrue to MUSKAU. Japan’s surrender in August ended that
The weather was still cold. We pulled our possibility, and he was mustered out,
loads on sleds and told jokes and stories and along with the thousands of other
sang songs to keep our morale
up. There is a slight thaw
followed by a freeze which
renders the surface of the
road very slippery and makes
travel difficult. The long
string of fleeing peasants
continue. Some of the
country we traverse is hilly
causing quite a bit of labor to
pull the sleds. We arrive at
Muskau very tired at twilight.
We were supposed to board
trains here, but the [indeciperhable] except for 5 or 6
boxcars. So we stand in the
cold for an hr or so till we are
quartered in a brick factory
– warm and [indecipherable]. Evelyn reading some of Andy’s poetry
Tonight part of the roof came
soldiers and sailors and airman who had
down, and this is indeed a fire trap.
bravely fought in Europe and all over
This final excerpt from the diary:
Note added at U of F 15 Dec 46 the Pacific Ocean.
After the war, the GI bill helped him
[meaning that the note was added by
Andy Hines]. The flag of our country get back to the university in Gainesville
where he graduated with a degree in
went up @ 1245 29 April 45.
mechanical engineering. He also
Glory Hallelujah!
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Andy at Florida Power 1980

returned to employment with Florida
Public Service Company, which later
became part of Florida Power, eventually
working his way up to president and
then chairman.
His warmth and kindness extends to
everyone he has touched throughout
his long life. More than once, he would
interrupt whatever he was doing during
storms and emergencies to personally
carry hot coffee to lineman
struggling to restore electric
service to their customers.
His personality and his
friendly way of greeting
guests underscores his caring
for others.
After retirement, Andy
has devoted much time to
community service. He was
awarded the Doctor of
Humane Letters from the
University of South Florida.
He has also received
honorary degrees from
Stetson University College
of Law, Rollins College and
Florida Southern College.
All of his life, Andy has
turned to poetry to find
expression and sense in what goes on
around him, and to write about what he
is feeling. There is even a poem found
in his diary from his days as a POW.
As Susan and I sat in his Florida
room, overlooking the waters of Tampa
Bay, we were captivated by his engaging

BUYING OR SELLING
A HOME?

smile and the warmth that we felt while
discussing his life. What had been
anticipated to be a recitation of war
experiences became an evening where
he – and his wife Evelyn – drew us into
the closeness of a warm chat among
friends.
Evelyn read from several of his poems,
of which there are scores, all carefully
filed, with extra copies to give to visitors.
Each poem radiates the spirit of Andy’s
deep caring for others around him.
Perhaps prophetic at the time –
written in 1976 – he shared one of his
poems:
TIME
Earth smoothly spins along its way.
Each turn becomes another day.
Earth lazily loops around the sun.
And as it does, a year is done.
So swiftly moves our hastening time
I cannot tell which hour is mine.
Yet when I reach to seize one fast,
I find it has already passed.
And moments lost do not return,
And fires un-lit will never burn,
And love un-said remains that way,
And soon it is too late to say.
It’s bittersweet that joy and tears
Alike, are sharpened with the years.
Eight years ago, Andy lost Ann, his
wife of over 60 years. He eventually
reached out to Evelyn. They had been
friends for many years, and both were
now single.
He called her for a date. At first, she
was surprised about the call and thought
he was trying to set her up with someone
else. When she asked who, in his
typically straight-forward style, Andy
said, “Me!”
Since that occasion, there has been
no wasting precious time for a special
love – obvious to all who know them
– that each will now be there for the
other, for the rest of their lives.
Information mostly from an interview with Mr.
and Mrs. Hines. Some additional subject
matter – primarily the diary excerpts – from the
Florida Humanities Council website, www.
fcit.usf.edu/wwii/hines.

Florida CraftArt presents

CraftArt Festival 2015
Florida’s 18th year celebrating American Crafts

Downtown St. Petersburg on
Central Avenue & Fifth Street

November 21st-22nd
Sat 10-5 Sun 10-4

An outdoor fine craft festival featuring over 100 of the nation’s
finest craft artists. Artists’ demonstrations, interactive activities,
delicious food truck fare and the best in locally crafted beers.

Steve Palmer
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501 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
(727) 821-7391

FloridaCraftArt.org
NEW hours: Mon-Sat 10-5:30 & Sun 12-5 Second Sat. Gallery Walk open until 9pm
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DOWNTOWN AND ’ROUND TOWN

Chihuly Collection Moving to Central Avenue

*Rendering by CSJM
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e’ve heard the rumors for a while now and now they have been
confirmed. The Chihuly Collection is officially moving. The
exquisite collection of glass pieces will move from its home on
Beach Drive to Central Avenue, across the street from the Morean Arts
Center on the 700 Block. The collection should be completely moved to its
new home by the fall of next year.
The new space, on the ground floor of the project that will also house a
new Publix downtown, will give the Chihuly Collection nearly 1,200 more
square feet of exhibit space (11,000-square-feet) according to the Tampa
Bay Times.
The new location will also provide 4,000 square feet of outdoor space.
“The Collection has made such a huge impact on the arts community of St.
Petersburg as a whole,” stated Nancy Loehr, Morean Arts Center Board
Chair in a release. “The excitement of being able to expand and improve
the collection as well as continue the city’s transformation to a major arts
destination is exhilarating.”
The recently added gift store will be a part of the new space and the
Chihuly’s theater (removed to make room for the Beach Drive gift shop)
will return as well. The expanded space will allow the collection to include
a rotating exhibit dedicated to other glass artists from around the country.
“Revenue generated through the Chihuly Collection helps sustain the
educational programs at the Morean Arts Center. The Collection and the
Morean will benefit greatly from their close proximity to each other. Guests
will be able to see immediately the impact their dollars have on the local
arts community,” said Roger Ross, Morean Arts Center Interim Director.
Residents can expect the Collection to close for roughly 2 months in
the summer of 2016 as they prepare for a grand opening of the new space
in the fall.
The Chihuly’s move also represents an opportunity for new business on
Beach Drive. We’d like to extend the question to our readers: What would
you like to see occupy the Chihuly Collection space on Beach Drive?
See more at www.ilovetheburg.com/article/Chihuly-Collection-Movingto-Central-Avenue/4959#sthash.rdSKGV7y.dpuf.
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P EO P L E A N D P E TS
To submit photos or to be photographed, contact Susan Alderson. Photos by Susan Woods Alderson unless otherwise noted.
Email your HIGH RES digital photo to susie2wong@gmail.com. Please include your name, address, phone number, and pet’s name.

Jeanie & Charlie Fargo with Meadow & Fenway
22nd Avenue NE

Frank and Jackie Robinson with Taj
20th Avenue NE

Photo submitted by subject

Michelle Deaton and Leo
10th Avenue North
Photo submitted by subject

Kelly Moore and Lucy Loo
8th Avenue North
Sally Willis and Zoe
18th Avenue NE

Photo submitted by subject

Sherri Fry and Tucker
8th Avenue North
Photo submitted by subject

Ellen Kuebel and Finn
Beach Drive NE

Bill, Ayers, and Andrea Layman with Queen B and Coco
16th Avenue NE

Bill O’Connor and Russell Allan
1st Street North
Photo submitted by subject

Routine Vet Care Vet Services
Day Camp Dental Center
Grooming Lodging
petsinthecitystpete.com
111 2nd Ave NE, Ste 113
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727.755.PETS

northeastanimalhospital.com

1401 4th Street North
St. Petersburg FL, 33704
727.822.8501

HISTORY Continued from page 1

38th Avenue South around 1929. His father and
mother were married in St. Pete in 1915.
Louie attended Lakewood Elementary school and
Southside Junior High. Louie remembers as a kid doing

Louie Hickman and his son Louie, Jr. in 2015

a lot of swimming, rowing, and sailing. St. Pete was
the ideal place for these activities. One of Louie’s best
buddies as a youth was Frank Ridgely, known by his
nickname “Yoyo.” Yoyo’s step-granddad was Roy S.
Hanna, long-time St. Pete postmaster, noted environmentalist, and early organizer of the local Republican
Party. It was Roy Hannah who helped design and was
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instrumental in building the famous Mediterranean Maria Island). Small airplanes occasionally landed on
Revival Open-Air Post Office in 1915 at 4th Street the beaches. A few structures were still there, dating
and 1st Avenue North. Hanna also owned Bird Key from the time when Ft. Desoto was an active military
(originally known as Indian Key) south of Maximo facility. Louie remembers them being demolished and
Point. In 1902, he encouraged Theodore Roosevelt to carried away on barges, the lumber to be sold.
designate Bird Key as a national
bird sanctuary. Louie remembers
that there was exploration for oil
on some property owned by Roy
Hanna in South St. Pete near
Pinellas Point, but only a little
natural gas was found. A street
there is named Roy Hannah
Drive between 22nd and 28th
Streets South.
Exactly how Louie’s buddie
Yoyo got his nickname is
unclear. His middle name was
Yorel. He got that from his
grandfather Roy Hanna. Yorel
was Leroy spelled backwards.
Hanna’s first name was actually
Leroy, but he later shortened it
to Roy. Somehow Yorel morphed
into Yoyo.
Roy Hanna lived at the time
at 3723 6th Street South
opposite Grandview Park. (The
house is no longer there.) Louie
remembers Roy taking him and
Yoyo on local trips to see Tampa, Boating at Grandview Park. Frank “Yoyo Ridgely (left), Al Beard, and
Wall Springs, Blue Springs, and other Louie Hickman (right). Circa 1939.
nearby attractions. He also rented rowboats for Louie
Prior to World War II Percy L. Roberts, a plumbing
and Yoyo at McClung’s Boat House, at the present contractor, teamed up with Charles R. Carter,
site of O’Neal’s Marina. They rowed down to Bunce’s president of the Bee Line Ferry to secure one of the
Pass at the northwest end of Mullet Key where they old military buildings at Fort Desoto to use as a hotel.
camped. Mullet Key was basically deserted then, They ran a party boat from the Bee Line terminal at
except for a few fishermen from Cortez (near Anna what is today Bay Vista Park on Pinellas Point to the

A Simple Program to Prevent and Treat Alzheimer’s Disease
Alzheimer’s disease is one of the most devastating, feared diseases because it robs
your mind and your memory and turns your family into caregivers for you. The
disease is even more devastating to the family as they watch someone they love
decline to the point that they no longer remember their loved ones who are caring for
them. It is estimated that as many as 160 million people will have Alzheimer’s
disease by 2050, equating to a cost of 1 trillion dollars to care for these patients.
Alzheimer’s disease has been untreatable and incurable despite medications
generating millions of dollars for the pharmaceutical industry. The effectiveness of
available medications for Alzheimer’s disease has been disappointing. The drug
companies continue to make new drugs but non-pharmaceutical treatment options
have been completely ignored.
In October 2014, UCLA published a study in the journal, Aging, that showed significant
reversibility of Alzheimer’s disease without drugs but with lifestyle changes. It was the
most promising treatment yet but it got little press or attention in the medical
community. Although this was a small study (10 patients), the results were remarkable. Of the 10 patients, 9 had reversibility of their disease with results seen in as
little as 3-6 months. Out of 6 patients who had to stop working due to their memory
decline, all 6 were able to return to work with treatment
The following is a summary of the treatment program:
• Eliminating all simple carbohydrates, gluten and processed food from the diet, and
eating more vegetables, fruits and non-farmed fish
• Meditating twice a day and yoga to reduce stress
• Increasing sleep to seven or eight hours per night
• Taking melatonin, B-Complex (with methylcobalamin and 5-MTHF), vitamin D3,
fish oil and coenzyme Q10
• Optimizing oral hygiene using an electric flosser and electric toothbrush
• Restarting hormone replacement therapy in those who had stopped
• Fasting for a minimum of 12 hours between dinner and breakfast, and for a
minimum of three hours between dinner and bedtime
• Exercising for a minimum of 30 minutes, 5 days per week

The high cost and side effects of taking drugs that are largely ineffective does not
make sense when the simple lifestyle changes described above are mostly free and
without side effects. Which treatment would you choose?
I would highly recommend getting blood tests that can be used to assess your risk for
Alzheimer’s disease and also to optimize the above treatment. These test include the
following (the goal level is shown in parentheses): 25-OH Vitamin D3 levels (50-70),
A1C (less than 5.5), fasting insulin (less than 7), vitamin B12 level (greater than 500),
homocysteine (less than 7), and hsCRP (less than 1.0). Genetic blood tests for APO-E
and MTHFR can also be helpful in evaluating risk.
If you have a family history of Alzheimer’s disease or think you may have early signs
of cognitive decline such as memory loss, I would recommend working with a
Functional Medicine physician who is familiar with a more holistic and comprehensive
approach to prevention and early treatment of Alzheimer’s disease. You can read
more about Functional Medicine at www.functionalmedicine.org.
Dr. Stacey Robinson is a board certified physician practicing in downtown St. Petersburg
and owner of Robinson MD. She can be reached at (727) 329-8859 or via
www.RobinsonMed.com.
References: Bredesen, Dale E. Mary S. Easton Center for Alzheimer’s Disease Research, Department of
Neurology, University of California, Los Angeles, CA 90095. Reversal of cognitive decline: A novel therapeutic
program. AGING, September 2014, Vol 6, No 9. , pp 707-717.

200 Central Avenue, Suite 280
RobinsonMed.com
727.329.8859
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hotel at Fort Desoto. The cost of a room at the hotel was $1 a day – cheap even
then. Louie caught fish for the hotel restaurant and waited tables. When the War
came, the government took the building back. Roberts tried to reopen the business
again after the War but it didn’t work out.
Louie and Yoyo would bike about the area toting little trailers. One time, they
biked to Alta Marina, today’s Bahama Shores neighborhood. They used to camp
there. The neighborhood was first developed in the 1920s but never quite got off
the ground due to the Great Depression. It languished until just before World
War II. But a few buildings were erected in the 1920s, including a sales building
with a tower at today’s 60th Avenue and 4th Street South. Next to the sales
building was a sulphur well with a huge valve. Louie and Yoyo tried to turn the
valve but it was rusted and broke off. A torrent of water came out and carved a
big gorge all the way to the bay.
Yoyo later learned to fly. He took many aerial shots of St. Petersburg. On one
occasion, he tried to take a single photograph showing all of Pinellas County.
There is a story that he climbed so high in his small plane that he passed out,
reviving as the plane descended. This was not unplanned. He had his plane
trimmed so that it would glide, in
the event he lost consciousness,
and he also took a small bottle of
oxygen with him. Yoyo became a
major developer. Many of the
homes he built were on land
owned by his grandfather Roy.
Louie recalls the nicknames
given to trolley stops starting with
the ‘Hump,’ the bridge over Salt
Creek on 3rd Street South, more
commonly known as Thrill Hill;
‘Rattlesnake Bend’ in the vicinity
22nd Avenue South and the
Driftwood neighborhood; ‘Cow
Corner’ where someone kept a
cow tied up; ‘Community Corner’
in the vicinity of 26th Avenue
South; ‘Bayou View’ near 34th
Louie Hickman joined the Navy at the age of 17 in
Avenue South; and the ‘End of
1941, image 1942.
the Line’ at Grandview Park.
Louie went to St. Petersburg High School, but only completed the 10th grade.
Just before Pearl Harbor, in October 1941, he joined the Navy when he was 17
and served in the Pacific. After the war he continued on with the Navy for a time
working on a survey ship,the Dutton AGS 8. (AGS stands for Auxiliary Geodetic
Survey.) Much of this work was near the war-torn island of Truk. He also surveyed
the site of the Bikini Atoll Atomic Bomb tests, arriving in the area a week or so
after the first two blasts in the summer of 1946. He remembers the use of Geiger
counters, but there was little concern about radiation at the time. The Navy used
95 obsolete ships to test the effects of the blasts. Thirteen of these ships were sunk
by the explosions. But only six were again put back into service due to the lingering
effects of radiation. Louie remembers seeing the Saratoga aircraft carrier submerged
under water, after sinking in the second atomic blast. The Saratoga was one of the
largest aircraft carriers in the world at the time. It had seen action at Wake Island,
Guadalcanal, Rabaul, Tarawa, and Imo Jima. But most ships remained afloat.
Many still had goats wandering about the decks which were placed on board to
Continued on page 38
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Louie Hickman’s son, Louie Jr., at wheel of the Ticonderoga. Louie, Jr. followed in his dad’s
footsteps, serving in the Navy and later as a chief engineer and mate on various ships.
HISTORY Continued from page 37

test the effects of the blasts. Other ships had huge clams on their decks that had
been spewed from the ocean.
The atoll had a population of about 170 people who were relocated prior to
the tests to another island which proved uninhabitable and also subjected to
radiation. The intention was for them to eventually return to the Bikini islands.
After the tests, the U. S. Government returned the Bikini people to their atoll,
thinking it was again safe. This turned out not to be the case and they were then
relocated again to a third site. Bikini remains uninhabited to this day. Approximately $171 million was paid into a trust as a form of reparations for the Bikini
survivors and their descendants. At last report, each Bikinian received approximately $550 per year from the trusts. Also, servicemen exposed to the radiation
from the blasts had a difficult time obtaining compensation. At first, the U. S.
Government resisted the medical claims of servicemen. But, in 1988, Congress
passed special legislation authorizing compensation to affected servicemen.
Louie spent six years in the Navy, over two of them as a motor machinist mate
on the survey ship. Upon discharge on the West Coast, he spent his terminal leave
in Los Angeles. Soon he was ready to return home to St. Pete. But, he lacked the
money to buy even a jalopy to make the trip. So he bought a scooter for $65. He
took the engine apart and rebuilt it and was ready to go. The scooter took two
gallons of gas and traveled at the roaring speed of 30 miles an hour. Because of
the summer heat he traveled mostly at night, taking the southern route through
Texas on Highway 90. After suffering a tire blow-out and broken drive chain, nine
days later, he arrived home in St. Pete. Louie reflected, “I didn’t realize how long
it was.”
Upon his return to St. Pete he settled down to earn a living. His skill sets were
all nautical – sailing, marine machinist, and boat building. He took up again with
his best friend Yoyo. The two of them built a shack near Bunces Pass on Mullet
Key which they called the Jolly Roger. He worked for a time for the Bee Line Ferry
on the ferry ship Sarasota. He also worked on Lewis Island, now called Coquina
Key, where his brother-in-law sold bait and rented boats. He built a shrimp boat
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Louie Hickman at wheel of the Ticonderoga, image 1948.

called the “00.” The double zero referred to time – shrimp boats do their catching
at night. He became a member of the Big Bayou Yacht Club. In 1953, Louie
married Sue Lovina Vaughn. Sue also loved boating and the two of them would
sail on a 14-foot Bahama dingy along the Florida coast.
Given his exceptional marine and sailing skills Louie eventually worked his
way into the elite of yachting. In 1948, he was one of two crew members on the
Ticonderoga, a legend in yachting history. The Ticonderoga was built in 1936 and
originally christened the Tioga of Marblehead, called the “Ti” for short. The Ti
was long and sleek, stretching 72 feet from bow to stern. She was designed by
the legendary L. Francis Herreshoff for the intrepid yachtsman Harry Noyes.
Her main mast reached 120 feet. As of the year 2000, she held more racing
records than any other yacht. In 1942, Ticonderoga was donated to the U.S.
Coast Guard for submarine patrol duty during World War II, as were many
private yachts.
After the War the Ti was acquired by Allen Pinkerton Carlisle, descendent of
the family who founded the famous Pinkerton Detective Agency. Carlisle renamed
the yacht Ticonderoga and restored it from War-time use to its original condition.
The renaming of the boat was required by the previous owners. Carlisle happened
upon the name by fitting “conder” between “Ti” and “oga.” Both are Indian names
and Ticonderoga was, of course, the name of a famous fort of the American
Revolution. Reportedly, Carlisle also was using a yellow pencil when he we was
jotting down name ideas. Ticonderoga was the brand name on the pencil. Maybe
that also had something to do with it.
In 1948, Carlisle married MGM actress Karin Booth. They spent their honeymoon
cruising the Bahamas with two crewmen, one of whom was Louie Hickman. They
cruised for a couple of months, stopping at Cat Cay, Nassau, and traveled up the
Eastern Seaboard to New York. Karin had never been on a boat before in her life.
But, she soon learned to help with the sails and occasionally steer.
Between 1936 and 1967, the Ti was first to finish in thirty-four blue water races
and set course records in sixteen of them, including the epic 1965 storm-tossed
Transpac Race to Honolulu, known as the Race of the Century. After a recordbreaking run of 2,400 miles in a close-fought battle with archrival Stormvogel, she
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Modern Screen

won with a margin of just under six minutes. The Ti
also won many races that started in St. Pete, breaking
records in several.
While Louie just made the single trip with the Ti,
he soon was making many trips on the Windjammer II,
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competed in the classic annual St. Pete to Havana Race
winning First of Fleet, First to Finish, and Class A First.
Windjammer’s sweep was as good as it gets in ocean
racing. Over the course of three years in the early 1950s,
Louie sailed Windjammer to the Bahamas, Trinidad,
Cuba, and Jamaica. The yacht
was based in New Orleans but
wintered in St. Pete.
Today Louie lives with his
son, Louie Jr., in Old Southeast
near Bayboro Harbor, only a
few blocks from the house
where he was born on Hickman
Court. He continues to enjoy
the salt air of Tampa Bay, and
recently celebrated his 91st
birthday at nearby Fish Tales
Seafood House.

Sources: Christopher Kane,
“Fabulous Honeymoon,” Modern
Screen, (October, 1948) Jack A.
Somer, Ticonderoga: Tales of an
Enchanted Yacht (1997); Scott
Taylor Hartzell, St. Petersburg: An
Oral History (2002) (pp. 19-21);
St. Petersburg Yacht Club,
Centennial Book (2009); R.
Bruce Stephenson, Visions of Eden:
Environmentalism, Urban Planning,
and City Building in St. Petersburg,
Karin Booth and Alan Carlisle on their honeymoon voyage on the Ticonderoga,
Florida, 1900-1995. (1997) (p.
image 1948.
23); Jonathan M. Weisgall,
based in New Orleans. The Windjammer was a ketch Operation Crossroads: The Atomic Tests at Bikini Atoll
built about 1946, owned by Garner H. Tullis. (1994); and communications with Louis Hickman, Louis
Windjammer also won events in St. Pete although Louie Hickman, Jr., Jack Niedenthal; Alan Carlisle, Jr., William
did not crew during the races. In 1948, Windjammer Ballard, and Barbara Watson.

Drs. Stacey & David Robinson are board certified physicians
and owners of Robinson MD in downtown St. Petersburg
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Races Won by Ticonderoga
from St. Petersburg
Date Race

Achievement

1950 St. Pete/Havana
1951 St. Pete/Havana
1952 St. Pete/Havana
		
1954 St. Pete/Havana
1962 St. Pete/Ft. Lauderdale
		
1965 St. Pete/Ft. Lauderdale
1965 St. Pete/Ft. Lauderdale
		

First to Finish
First to Finish
First to Finish/
Set Record
First to Finish
First to Finish/
Set Record
First to Finish
First to Finish/
Set Record

“St. Petersburg
Is a Rich City”
By Emma Hickman, mother of Louie Hickman

“St. Petersburg, Florida, the Sunshine City, is
an exceptionally rich city... so rich in fact that
every blade of grass has a greenback, every
bird has a bill. The chimneys have their drafts
and the maids wash our front doors with gold
dust. Every horse has a check and every hay
has two hanks. Even our streets are flushed
and the lawns get a rake off. We wear
diamond tires on our autos and every cloud
has a silver lining. Every flower in the city has
a scent and when you take a five dollar bill out
of your pocket you find it creases.”
– Emma Hickman, 1979
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• More effective than other delivery methods for
sexual function, mood, mental clarity, sleep,
body composition and bone density
• The only method that allows the body to
control the release of hormones
• Delivers a low dosage, continuously
and consistently, 24/7
• Superior delivery system compared to
oral, topical or injectable hormones
• Dosage individualized based on blood testing
• Simple, 20 minute office procedure every 3-4
months for women and 5-6 months for men

RobinsonMed.com | 727.329.8859 | 200 Central Ave #810 | St. Petersburg, FL 33701
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A GRAND JETÉ FOR DANCE Continued from page 1

“We don’t have a lot of dance that comes through this area,” explains Helen.
A big part of the Alliance’s goal is to educate the audience. “Everyone wants to
see dance, but they don’t know what that means. People think that there’s only
one way to dance, but we have all these other beautiful movers. As a dancer, I have
tons of ideas!” She embraces variety. “You don’t have to love it all.” She recalls her
own personal experience at the recent Mural Festival. “I appreciate the technique
that went into all of them even if I didn’t love every mural. I like how my city looks
with the art there. It’s the same thing... it’s just the performance aspect of it.”
Helen knew early on that she wanted to do something musical, but had not
yet identified dance as her métier. Her grandfather had found a piano at an estate

Helen as choreographer (above) and with her husband Jon and son Paxton (below)

sale and gave it to her. She remembers pretending to write music and then dance
to it. “It was very clear to me at a certain point that piano wasn’t going to do it
for me because I actually wanted to feel the music the same way as when I was
dancing. I remember thinking ‘this is so stifling, I can’t move to how I hear it!’”
Nevertheless, she finished out her year in piano beholden to one of the Hansen
household tenets: to always finish what one starts.
Helen first started dancing with Judith Lee Johnson and Miss Janie. Like
many little girls, she started with a combination of ballet and tap, a half hour
of each. “Miss Janie had all the little kids. It was a rite of passage. I liked ballet,
classical ballet which is very technical and very organized.” Growing up, she
thought herself a bit of a ballet snob, she admits. At the age of 12, she was
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accepted to a summer ballet program with the Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre, an
enriching experience that challenged her identity. “The director told me that
I was probably better suited for a modern career. I remember being aghast! But,
he was totally right. I had danced en pointe, but my entire professional career
has been modern.”
A graduate of the Pinellas County Center for the Arts at Gibbs High School
under the tutelage of Suzanne Pomerantzeff (Ms. P, as she is referred to affectionately by her students), Helen reflects fondly of her high school years. “There was
a period of time where we had a lot of amazing talent. I watched them go off to
college and onto great careers. I was at the tail end of that generation.” Helen
knew she wanted to go to Juilliard as an early admission student, allowing her to
enter as a senior in high school. She proceeded to map out her course. Organized
in her thoughts and actions, she says, “I
thought I needed to prove to myself that I
was mature enough to be away from home.”
So for her junior year in high school, she
applied to and was accepted at The HARID
Conservatory in Boca Raton. There she
learned at least as much about herself as
she did about dancing. She says, “It was a
really hard year.”
She was among a talented group of
dancers on a direct path toward a professional dance career, but Helen continued
to march to her own beat. Keeping her
college aspirations a priority, she asked to
be excused from rehearsal so she could
audition for her application to Juilliard.
Her request was met with confusion. No
one from HARID went to college. They
went straight to professional dance
companies. Undaunted and undeterred,
she continued with her Juilliard audition
as planned. She was accepted. When she
arrived in NYC, a few faculty who were
familiar with her talent at Gibbs asked,
“What happened at HARID? A little light
in you went out.”
“I was devastated. But as an artist down
the line, what they said influenced the
choices I made. It was then when I realized
that what I do outside the studio impacts
what happens inside the studio. If I’m not
happy with where I’m living, if I’m not
happy with my surroundings, everyone sees
it. I don’t think I knew that consciously. I
knew that I loved to dance because of how
I felt, but I didn’t realize that it could have
done the reverse.” She surmises, “It could
have been because I was 16... I don’t know.
But it all worked out in the end.”
Upon graduating from Juilliard, she had
already been invited to join the Buglisi
Dance Theatre, a modern dance company
in New York City, where she eventually
spent over 15 years as a principal dancer
and rehearsal director. In her professional
career, among her countless accomplishments, most recently she also restaged
Jacqulyn Buglisi’s Suspended Women for the
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre last
Fall, and spent the past summer in Umbria,
Italy performing in Table of Silence, to honor
the anniversary of 9/11. In the education
arena, she has served as a faculty member
of several schools, including George Mason
University and Juilliard. She is currently on faculty at St. Petersburg College and
John Hopkins Middle School.
An artist is human, malleable, dynamic. Over the course of her career, she has
changed, enriched by the experiences she has drawn from life. She describes her
husband Jonathan, as someone with ‘an artist’s soul’, who understands and supports
her. She became a different person after having their son Paxton. Each encounter
added a unique dimension to her performance, and the emotions she felt took on
a different but equally engaging persona for her art.
Since returning to the Old Northeast, Helen continues to pursue a broader
vision for our city, imparting her expertise from all areas of the performing arts.
She has several projects underway, including BEACON, making its debut at the
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Palladium this November 14. She is co-producing this dance series with Lauren video for the event created by Nick Gallina, she explains, “We shot this film all
Ree Slone, to showcase local choreographers and dancers. It was a very deliberate over St. Pete – areas where each dancer connected, using our own moving styles,
choice to keep the program local. They asked themselves, “What would happen our own vocabulary. We wanted to connect us, specifically to St. Pete. We all live
if there were a dance series in St. Pete? Who would curate it? Who would program here; we all work here; we all love it here.”
Helen is a multi-faceted artist. “I love performing. I love communicating with
it and how would we produce it?” So they approached Paul Wilborn of The
Palladium Theatre, and he agreed to present them. BEACON will feature three an audience. You get so much instant feedback whether or not your audience even
world premieres, and the works of four choreographers, providing the audience realizes the exchange is happening.” Teaching is another aspect of her profession
with an exposure to the breadth of talent available right here in St. Pete. She that she loves, but says, “It’s so hard. It’s very daunting to be responsible for someone
herself was awarded a 2015 Individual Artist Grant from the City, which she is taking in knowledge. I struggle with wanting my students to love something as
using to create her piece “movement love letter to St. Pete” for the dance series. much as I do, but knowing that I can’t teach them that. I can teach them how
Venues are not limited to a traditional stage. She says, “All of St. Pete is possible, much I love it, and I can show them how to tap into something. But I can’t make
but if the community isn’t educated to those possibilities, it will be hard to get them love it. I just want to open doors.”
“As a choreographer, I like flushing
organizations and funders on board.”
out an idea, but I’m highly collaborative.
She explains that in New York City,
I like working with people and seeing
“There is a museum where dancers go to
what they bring to it. The nugget is
a designated space and create work,
mine... but we all get what we want out
sometimes interacting with the
of it. When I create, I sometimes get an
audience. There are so many alternative
overall feeling about what needs to
spaces in St. Pete – spaces that aren’t
happen in this space.” Her fingers flutter
housed yet – looking to share space.”
in the air... “a flurry of action here,” she
She envisions dancers’ cooperatives,
describes, “and then calm over here,” as
much like the artists’ cooperatives that
her palms float gently down. “It’s one of
are popping up all over town.
the hardest things – I have to suspend
Early in October, the St. Petersburg
the side of my brain that wants to analyze
Dance Alliance held an event sponsored
what I just did so I can remember it
by The Green Bench Brewery. Dance on
tomorrow. I just have to go for it.”
Film, a series of four films, was made by
Her performance, education, and
local choreographers (all founding
choreography philosophies parallel her
members of the Alliance) purposefully
visions for planting the seeds of dance.
chosen to show the range in our area.
She sees space, and she knows how to
Helen explains that the featured live Dancers perform at an event sponsored by The Green Bench Brewery. Dancers from Kellie
beautify it with movement. She brings
performance by Kellie Harmon’s Harmon’s ROGUEdance: Kellie Harmon, Carleigh Gee, and Crystal DelGuidice
energy. She is, as she describes, “highly
ROGUEdance was a great fit for Green
Bench because of the edgier feel: a performance in sneakers and shorts, incorpo- collaborative” drawing other dancers, choreographers, cinematographers, artists,
rating all aspects of the space as their stage, including the ivy wall. She explains grant distributors, businesses together for a common goal. She is “opening doors”
the partnership for the event, “We’re not getting money from this, and Green for us. In dance, she says, “I don’t think I’m ever going to quit seeing movement
Bench is not charging us for it. Hopefully we pack it for them, and they invite us to music and space in specific ways. I don’t think you ever stop being an artist.”
back again!” Our city itself remains a focus throughout her projects. In a promotional For our sake, let’s hope she never does!
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T H E H E A RT G A L L ERY
The mission of the Heart Gallery of Pinellas & Pasco is to provide an emotionally safe way to connect children with families through a traveling exhibit
featuring the faces and stories of local foster children ready for adoption. For more information, please visit the website at www.heartgallerykids.org.

CAL I, DA M I AN , AN D DAY TO N

RYAN

Ages: 11, 13 and 14

Age: 10

Shy at first, Cali is friendly once
she gets to know you. Cali loves
swimming in the pool and going
with her siblings to Rays games.
A fan of Disney’s Frozen, she
particularly enjoys the character
Olaf. Mac-and-cheese is her
meal of choice and would
happily pass on the apples. Cali
is hoping to join a fun-loving
family along with her two
brothers.

Ryan enjoys water balloons,
puzzles, and playing games on
his iPad. He loves watching
anything that features Dora the
Explorer. Accepting and affectionate, Ryan does best with
consistency and guidance. He
likes pizza, chicken nuggets and
lasagna and is gradually
growing his palate by exploring
new foods. Ryan is looking for
a family that will help him
maintain his current connections while allowing him to learn
and explore.

Dayton’s favorite meal of the
day is breakfast – any time of
day! He’s a fan of the Teenage
Photo courtesy of Laura Allen Studios
Mutant Ninja Turtles and
anything involving super heroes.
Dayton enjoys going fishing and swimming with his siblings. He can frequently be
found cheering on his home team – the Tampa Bay Rays.
Damian enjoys going fishing, swimming, and hanging out with his friends. If he’s
got some time to spare, he’s busy riding his bike. A baseball fan, Damian likes
going with his siblings to Rays games. He loves oranges, but doesn’t like anything
orange flavored. Protective of his siblings, what Damian wants most is to see his
siblings happy.

Photo courtesy of Grecco Photography

Make a Difference in a Life
PLEASE CONSIDER ADOPTION, DONATION, OR VOLUNTEERING
Click heartgallerykids.org or contact
Heart Gallery of Pinellas & Pasco
500 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. N, Suite 300
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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660 Bay Laurel NE
Placido Bayou – Custom Built Waterfront
Home in the Estates Section with Access
to Tampa Bay - Dock and Lift. Spectacular
Kitchen opens to Family Room with
Fireplace. Downstairs Master Suite.
Covered, Screened Lanai. Located on a quiet
cul de sac street.
4 BR, 3 BA, 2,698 Sq Ft, 3 CG, Pool
Offered for $875,000

1833 Brightwaters Blvd NE
Live the Florida Waterfront Life in Style,
Open Water Views of Tampa Bay, Exceptional
Indoor and Outdoor Entertaining Space.
Kitchen has Waterfront Views and Opens
to a Large Family Room. Outdoor Features
Gazebo with Pizza Oven, Pool & Spa. Dock
with 2 Lifts.
5 BR, 4.5 BA, 5,601 Sq Ft, 3 CG
Offered for $3,295,000
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Sold Homes
235 Estado Way NE
4 BR, 4.5 BA, 2,870 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Last offered for $859,000
JJ and the Z Brought the Buyer
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311 Snell Isle Blvd NE
3 BR, 3 BA, 2,066 Sq Ft, 1 CG
Last Offered for $550,000
445 10th Ave NE
Charming Old Northeast Bungalow on a
Deep Lot. Completely Remodeled Interior, Sleek Kitchen with Marble Counters,
Hardwood Floors, Split Floor plan with Large
Lap Pool. One Block from Beach Drive, the
Waterfront and Downtown.
3 BR, 2 BA, 1,631 Sq Ft, Pool
Offered for $635,000
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2444 Woodlawn Cir W
3 BR, 2 BA, 1,646 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Last Offered for $315,000
535 4th Ave S #4
2 BR, 2 BA, 1,290 Sq Ft, 1 CG
Last Offered for $245,000

Get The Best Price
For Your Home...
Get to Know
JJ and the Z

426 14th Ave NE
Exceptional Location near Downtown and
Waterfront Parks. Lots of Charm and Features
to include Fireplace, Gleaming Hardwood
Floors, Original Built in Bookshelves,
Coffered Ceiling and Downstairs Office.
Updated Kitchen with Viking Range and
Stainless Steel Appliances. Large Yard.
3 BR, 2 BA, 1,824 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $550,000
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727-344-9191
Homes@JJandtheZ.com
827 34th Ave N
This Elegant Allendale Terrace Home has
an Open and Inviting Floorplan with Heart
Pine Hardwood Floors, Spacious Kitchen
with Room to Entertain a Crowd. Each
Bedroom has a Private Bath. Two Master
Suites, One Downstairs and the Other Upstairs. No Flood Zone.
Offered for $510,000

123 49th Ave NE
Sun Ketch Townhome has Large Living
Space with Gorgeous Hardwood Floors,
Crown Molding and Plantation Shutters.
New Stainless Steel Appliances in the open
kitchen looking out over a Private Courtyard
Patio. Bonus Room over the Two Car Garage.
Community Pool.
4 BR, 2/2 BA, 2,300 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $384,000
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673 Segovia Ct NE #702
Beautiful Condo in the Gated Community
of Placido Bayou. Vaulted Ceilings create
an airy appeal in the Open Living Space.
An Updated Kitchen with Breakfast Bar
and Lots of Storage. Two Bedroom Upstairs.
Enclosed Florida Room. Community Pool.
2 BR, 2.5 BA, 1,420 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $309,000
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Julie Jones
Kathryn Krayer Zimring
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1010 Central Ave #428
Located in the “Edge District” of St. Pete this 2
Bedroom, 2 Bath Condo has an Open Concept
and Balcony with Views of Downtown
and Tropicana Field, One Bedroom Suite
Downstairs and Loft Bedroom Suite Upstairs.
Heated Pool, Fitness Room, Gated Entry.
2 BR, 2 BA, 1,162 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $279,000

