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St. Petersburg Swimming in
Olympic Gold
Sara W. Hopkins

A

s a local swimmer, I often find myself bragging about our amazing pool at the Northshore
Aquatic Complex. I regale out-of-towners with tales of the incredible talent our beautiful
pool attracts, the international meets, the collegiate teams visiting each winter, and – my
personal favorite – “I’m serious... Michael Phelps even swam in our pool!”
The Olympic-sized swimming pool has indeed accommodated training (and reigning) Olympians.
Across from the front entrance are two bronze plaques honoring Brad Snyder and Nicole Haislett
respectively, two prior champions.
Nicole Haislett won Olympic
gold in Barcelona in the 1992
Summer Olympics (she is a
three-time Olympic gold medalist)
and is a former world record-holder
with a historied past of collegiate
and national championships.
Brad Snyder won gold in the
2012 Paralympic Games in London.
Snyder is a true hero and inspiration
– just look him up online and you’ll
see what I mean. A former Navy
lieutenant and specialist on the
explosive ordinance disposal
(EOD) unit, Snyder served in
Afghanistan and was blinded by an
IED while helping victims of
another bombing. He holds the
world record for 100-meter
freestyle among fully blind
swimmers. He has also won several
medals at Prince Harry’s Warrior
Games over the past few years.

Melanie Margalis, Gold Medal winner at the Rio Olympics

Robin Roth-Murphy highlights her living room mantel with her favorite found
object: a bicycle from the 1950s.

Robin’s Relics
Reborn as Art

E

Continued on page 24

Roser Park Historic District
A Very Special Place

R

oser Park is one of three locally designated Historic Districts. It is St. Petersburg’s first historic
district, designated in 1987, and is also a national historic district, designated in 1998.
In order to qualify as an historic district most properties must be at least fifty years old
and meet various criteria and integrity factors. One of the most pertinent criteria is that it be an
“established and geographically definable neighborhood, united in culture, architectural style, or
physical plan and development.”
Benefits of local Historic District designations include property tax exemptions for qualifying
improvements to homes contributing to the district; exemption from certain building and flood code
requirements; and perhaps
most importantly, maintaining
the historic look and appeal of
the neighborhood. Exterior
changes to residences contributing to the Historic District
need to be compatible with the
home’s style, and homes may
not be demolished except for
compelling reasons. New
construction must respect the
historic integrity of the District.
Ever been to New Orleans,
especially the country part?
Continued on page 30

Charles and Ruth Roser home at Roser Park

Courtesy of Michaels Family Collection

Will Michaels

Linda Dobbs

lton John has one of the ‘Heeling Soles’ artistic shoes created
by Robin Roth-Murphy in his Woodside Estate in England!
Now that is quite a story, just one of many, about Robin and
her specialized art that is created from found objects (mementos,
keepsakes, souvenirs, relics, or “stuff” as Robin puts it). Old
Northeast residents may know her better as The Alley Recycle
Artist or The Little Free Library Lady. Whatever she is called or
does, it just provides more stories to tell.
This spring, Robin, a mixed-media artist, decided to decorate
part of her alley wall with recyclables: plastic bottle caps! She
needed a lot of them in order to finish the project – a mural
really – in a reasonable amount of time. So she posted a sign on
the fence above a bucket saying, “Please leave plastic lids
here.” She also posted a request for more caps on the Nextdoor
neighborhood online network.
Word got around. “I was expecting this project to last many
months, gluing lids to the fence, a little at a time,” explained
Robin, “but it only took two months! That’s a lot of lids! Now,
the mural on the fence is really an eye-catching, smile-inducing,
rainbow of colors that generated a lot of fans. Thus...the ‘Alley
Recycle Artist.’
Now, let’s talk about Robin’s Little Free Library box, designed
as only Robin would do, covered with relics. Robin embellished
an old cabinet and collaged copies of books on it, adding playful
figures on top. (They are actually her children’s discarded Happy
Meals figures from the ’80s.) It is situated in plain view in the
front yard with a ‘reading’ bench nearby. It is well known
throughout the neighborhood, even attracting a visiting Japanese
exchange student and her host family recently.
“It’s a great way to interact with the neighborhood,” reflects
Robin, adding, “People take photos of it, moms with kids come
by to check the books, and teens sit on the bench. It gives me a
lot of joy.”
So, how does Robin’s idea of Heeling Soles artwork connect
to Sir Elton John? Robin was one of a few select artists commissioned to modify recycled shoes as art pieces to decorate windows
for Stuart Weitzman, Inc., a high-end footwear retailer in New
York City. She used her ‘Girls-at-Play’ style to create one-of-a
Continued on page 38
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Buy or Sell Successfully
in this

Fast-Moving

St. Pete Real Estate Market

Call Me Today to Discuss Your Next Move!

www.TampaBayResidentialProperties.com
RE/MAX METRO is independently owned and operated and sells more residential
real estate annually in South Pinellas than any other brokerage.

(Mobile/Text)

ST. PETERSBURG’S DREAM HOME SPECIALISTS

CELEBRATING $50 MILLION SOLD SINCE 2014!

176 26TH AVE N
OLD NORTHEAST

1205 13TH STREET N

1139 42ND AVE N

2080 MICHIGAN AVE NE

EUCLID/ ST. PAUL - REPRESENTED BUYER

ALLENDALE - REPRESENTED BUYER

VENETIAN ISLES - REPRESENTED BUYER

SOLD $1,170,000

SOLD $965,000

SOLD $455,000

SOLD $865,000

SOLD $610,000

234 21ST AVE NE
OLD NORTHEAST

550 LEWIS BLVD SE

555 5TH AVE NE, #822

800 17TH AVE N

220 60TH AVE S

VINOY PLACE - REPRESENTED BUYER

CRESCENT LAKE

214 7TH AVE N

COQUINA KEY - REPRESENTED BUYER

SOLD $471,000

PENDING $1,600,000

PENDING $699,000

PENDING $519,000

PENDING $459,000

OLD NE TOWNHOME

BAHAMA SHORES

FEATURE LISTINGS

1865 BRIGHTWATERS BLVD NE
BRIGHTWATERS – ST. PETERSBURG

$2,995,000
6 bedrooms, 4-1/2 baths

|

6,300 sqft

325 5TH AVENUE SOUTH

DOWNTOWN ST. PETERSBURG TOWNHOUSE

$649,000
3 bedrooms, 3 baths

|

2,000 sqft

1950 ARROWHEAD DRIVE NE
WATERFRONT BEAUTY – ST. PETERSBURG

$1,775,000
5 bedrooms, 4 baths

|

4,848 sqft

175 1ST STREET SOUTH, #3003
SIGNATURE PLACE - LUXURY RESIDENCES

FOR RENT
3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 baths

|

1960 72ND AVENUE NE
HARBOR ISLE – ST. PETERSBURG

$1,375,000
4 bedrooms, 3-1/2 baths

|

4,540 sqft

127 WALL STREET

REDINGTON SHORES WATERFRONT PARADISE

$725,000
2,243 sqft

3 bedrooms, 3 baths

|

2,284 sqft
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P U B L IS H E R’S N OT E

Relax... Enjoy the view at BayView!

www.BayViewDental.com

111 2nd Avenue NE, #1400 – a Bay View!
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

St. Pete’s Special
Every time I turn around, there is some exciting new tidbit about St.
Pete and the especially wonderful and engaged people that make up this
‘on fire’ city. As usual, all of the stories in this issue – including the Meet
Your Neighbor responses – have me smiling with pride to be part of such
a vibrant and deeply caring community. This is a far cry from the ‘green
bench’ retirement image of yesteryear.
We have Olympic gold medal winners (and a pack of youngsters coming
up the pike); we have a super creative whose works are in the hands of
Elton John and Joe Biden, of all contrasts; we have people taking the
initiative to thank our local police officers with delivered meals just to
show appreciation; we have boy scouts and others beautifying Snell Isle;
we have area top chefs working with our mentally and physically challenged
neighbors to improve short- and long-term career skills. And, for lovers
of creative works of all kinds, read about the exciting new event happening
this November 16-20 – Et Cultura – on page 36 which began as an informal
grassroots ‘Made by St. Pete’ movement. So inspiring and so inspired!
Gotta run... so much to see and do!

Jen

PH: 727.873.7446

EMail: BVDAStPete@BayViewDental.com

ALL MAJOR DENTAL INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

29

$

*

New Patient Exam
& Digital XRays

*Cannot be combined with insurance

THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED
FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO
THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FOR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT. D0150,D0210,D03330

Local St. Pete filmmaker, Tony Ahedo, shooting scenes for his upcoming
Amazon horror-comedy series, Barry Baker: Aspiring Serial Killer, on
location at the Journal’s publisher’s home (among other places). For more
information please contact BarryBakerSeries@gmail.com.

Northeast Journal
is published bimonthly by
Village Green Publishing, Inc.
www.villagegreenpublishing.com

PUBLISHER
Jennifer MacMillen
(802) 698-8184, (888) 868-7192
publisher@villagegreenpublishing.com
ADVERTISING
Susan Seta-Williams
(727) 259-3149
northeastjournal@gmail.com
EDITORIAL
Susan Woods Alderson
Managing Editor/Photographer
editor@northeastjournal.org
Julie L. Johnston, Copy Editor
ART DIRECTOR/PRODUCTION
Julie L. Johnston, Ad Design/Layout
JohnstonGraphicDesigner@gmail.com
DISTRIBUTION
Jamie Mayo, Distribution/Subscription Mgr
distribution@northeastjournal.org

WRITERS
Samantha Bond
Rick Carson
Linda Dobbs
Sara W. Hopkins
Rebekah Eugenia
Lazaridis
PHOTOGRAPHERS
Susan Alderson
Kat Lange
Nicholas Brown
Charlotte
Petersen
Rebecca Malowany
Rick Carson
James Martin
SPECIAL THANKS Will Michaels
Emily Norton
Historic Old Northeast Neighborhood
Nathan
Trotter
Association; Rick Carson,
editor
Livia
Zien
Snell Isle Property Owners
Association
Northeast Journal distribution crew
PRINTED BY
Chromatech Printing, St. Petersburg FL
Eco-friendly printing with soy ink on
post-consumer recycled paper

Find us at www.northeastjournal.org

The Northeast Journal is an independently owned publication. Copyright © 2016. All rights reserved.
No part of this paper may be reproduced without express written permission from the publisher.

CORRECTION: In the Skyway Soirée article
in the July/August issue, photo credit goes
to Rod Milligan. The correct caption for the
first photo is “David and Nikki Logan Curran.”
And here is the chefs photo including Chef
Jason Cline.

NEW LISTING
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SPIC AND SPAN
Housecleaning
I Take Pride in My Work/
Excellent Customer Service
• 140 3.5 Hours Deep Cleaning
• $125 2.5 Hours Regular Cleaning
• $115 2 Hours Regular Cleaning
• Satisfaction Guaranteed
$

Call Catherine

813-327-2151

Cheaper Than
All the Rest!

NORTHEAST JOURNAL

MEE T TH E WRIT E RS
Samantha Bond owns her own insurance business, and has
lived in St. Petersburg since 2014. From Maryland, she
relocated to Tampa, graduating from USF in 1988. Her children
attend FSU.

Rick Carson has lived in St. Pete since 2001, after a career
journey that took him from national Republican politics to the
innkeeper of a B&B – from the cesspools of Washington to
cleaning guestroom toilets (ask him if there is any difference).

Linda Dobbs, 12-year ONE resident; lived/worked in 10
states and three continents; a journalist/editor for 40 years;
member of City’s International Relations Committee and Dali
Guild; Tai Chi enthusiast; docent-in-training at Sunken
Gardens. Husband Bob, 3 children, 3 grandchildren. [linda_
dobbs@yahoo.com]
Sara W. Hopkins is enjoying her fourth year in St. Petersburg.
She is a former literary agent and journalist and currently
works for a leading solution provider in business acumen and
strategic alignment for Fortune 500s and 1000s.

Becky Malowany is a Tampa Bay native, Snell Isle resident,
freelance writer, and businesswoman. She earned her
Master’s Degree from the George Washington University and
Bachelor’s from FSU. Becky has a passion for travel, art,
sports, animal welfare, and the environment. [rlemmon123@
gmail.com]
Nate Trotter and his wife, Caroline, live in the Old Northeast
with their two dogs. Nate met Caroline at Southern Methodist
University. Nate is a realtor with the Howe Property Group and
owns Coastal Garage and Home.

Rebekah Lazaridis is a professional scenic painter and
gallery artist. Her work bridges the gap between visual and
theatrical art across the Bay Area. She is the former owner of
Eugenia Woods, and writer of “Eugenia Woods Goes...” for the
Northeast Journal. [www.rebekahlazaridis.com, redlazaridis@
gmail.com]
James Martin and his wife have been residents in the historic
Old Northeast for the past 4 years. James is a graduate of
the USFSP, and is an everyday outdoorsman who enjoys
anything that includes being on the water or surrounded by
nature. [everydayoutdoorsman@gmail.com]
Will Michaels is retired as executive director of the History
Museum and has served as president of St. Petersburg
Preservation and vice president of the Dr. Carter G. Woodson
Museum of African American History. He is the author of The
Making of St. Petersburg. [wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com]
Emily Norton is an aspiring writer and editor who moved
to the Old Northeast last year. She currently works as a copy
editor and art researcher in addition to voluntarily managing
the Charming_Old_Northeast Instagram account.
[emjnorton@gmail.com]
Livia Zien moved to the area from Washington, DC in 2000.
She married, traveled, and changed careers from electrical
engineering to culinary arts to teaching math. Livia (who also
enjoys running and swimming) and her husband Greg love
life in the ONE with their two kitties.

1

No.

F L O R I D A B A S E D R E A L E S TAT E C O M PA N Y
BY SALES VOLUME

851 Brightwaters Boulevard NE
$4,350,000 | Web ID U7764553
Rick Scherer & Alona Dishy
813.230.5472

1248 Monterey Boulevard NE
$1,860,000 | Web ID U7781589
Sandy Waterbury & Jenny Putrino
727.507.1788

6500 Sunset Way #419
$1,397,000 | Web ID U7780811
Gunn-Swainston Group
727.421.7234

300 Beach Drive NE #2801
$4,100,000 | Web ID U7765462
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

201 Gulf Way
$1,290,000 | Web ID U7785795
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

625 13th Avenue NE
$775,000 | Web ID U7781438
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

325 15th Avenue NE
$1,848,000 | Web ID U7784344
Kelly Lee McFrederick
727.410.3605

4687 Alisa Circle NE
$1,100,000 | Web ID U7771746
Sandy Waterbury & Jenny Putrino
727.507.1788

1232 Eden Isle Drive NE
$549,000 | Web ID U7784981
Sandy Waterbury & Jenny Putrino
727.507.1788

614 Columbus Drive
$2,695,000 | Web ID U7768345
Gunn-Swainston Group
727.421.7234

140 23rd Avenue North
$499,000 | Web ID U7773291
Chris Encinias
505.620.8543

400 Sandy Hook Road
$369,500 | Web ID U7783536
Lori Brown
813.846.5014

219 4th Avenue North 305
$334,900 | Web ID U7784546
Jan Kokernot
727.460.2956

19,000 associates | 835 offices worldwide | 63 countries and territories globally | 37 Premier Sotheby’s International Realty locations

ST. PETERSBURG | 727.898.6800
102 2nd Avenue NE, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701
Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity.
Property information herein is derived from various sources including, but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate.
*Hamlet at Payannet near Gardanne by Paul Cezanne used with permission.

Wall Street Journal and REAL Trends Top 500
OVER $4 BILLION IN SALES VOLUME IN 2015 *

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED PARTNER
WITH A GLOBAL REACH

PREMIERSOTHEBYSREALTY.COM
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M E ET Y O U R NE IG H B O R
To be considered for the Meet Your Neighbor page, you may contact Susan Alderson at susie2wong@gmail.com.

Karen
Lucas

Charlotte
Meaders

Sheila
Burns

5th Avenue S

11th Avenue NE

17th Avenue NE

If your high school friends were asked what they
thought you would be doing today, what would
they say?

If your high school friends were asked what they
thought you would be doing today, what would
they say?

If your high school friends were asked what they
thought you would be doing today, what would
they say?

Fashion designer

Pursuing my goals

Leading a revolution of some sort or another

Using only one word, name something significant
about your life today.

Using only one word, name something significant
about your life today.

Using only one word, name something significant
about your life today.

Achievements

Music

Love

Best thing about living in this day and age?

Best thing about living in this day and age?

Best thing about living in this day and age?

Technology which allows many to work from
anywhere.

Being able to communicate with friends and family
all over the world so easily

Favorite kid pastime you miss most?

Favorite kid pastime you miss most?

Catching fireflies in the dark up north with friends
in my neighborhood during the summer

Plenty of free time for learning and playing

The internet for how it has connected the entire
world, making it evident that we are one humanity.
And freedom. We have never been closer to
Martin Luther King’s dream than we are now.
Stay the course!

Favorite memory from age 13?

Playing in tennis tournaments

Favorite kid pastime you miss most?

Favorite memory from age 13?

Going to the opera to see LaBoheme for the first
time with my grandfather
If your house were burning (all family and pets
were safe), what one thing would you grab?

Hopefully I could get my handbag with my license
and credit cards in it.
What is your idea of exercise?

5 to 6 times a week, weight training, biking, running
and yoga
How many times have you fallen in love?

5

Your favorite dish to fix?

Seafood with pasta

If your house were burning (all family and pets
were safe), what one thing would you grab?

My violin

What is your idea of exercise?

A walk or run along the waterfront, or some time
at the gym
How many times have you fallen in love?

Times don’t matter when I’m currently the
happiest I’ve ever been with a wonderful guy.
Your favorite dish to fix?

Big salads, shrimp dishes, and roast chicken
Best thing about living in St. Petersburg?

Best thing about living in St. Petersburg?

I love the downtown waterfront.

Our lovely downtown, waterfront, Florida
Orchestra, Museum of Fine Arts, and the Saint
Petersburg Opera

Best hidden gem in St. Pete?

Best hidden “gem” in St. Pete?

There are so many great places. I love Munches for
breakfast, old style St. Pete.

Saint Petersburg Shuffleboard Club and Sunken
Gardens

What book inspires you?

What book inspires you?

Chicken Soup for the Soul

To Kill a Mockingbird

What is your favorite place to meet new people?

Which St. Pete bird is your favorite:
heron, pelican, flamingo, ibis or other?

At my networking meeting each week.

Pancake breakfast, cookout, fancy dinner, or other?

Cookout. I love grilled food.
Your favorite quote:

Roseate spoonbill

What’s your favorite place to meet new people?

Kahwa Coffee

Yesterday is history. Tomorrow is a mystery.
Today is a gift; that is why it is called the present.

Pancake breakfast, cookout, fancy dinner, or other?

If you were elected mayor of this city,
what would be your first improvement?

Your favorite quote?

Helping the homeless – especially downtown area
What do you love most about living in this country?

Home-cooked meal with friends and family
When words fail, music speaks.
If you were elected mayor of this city,
what would be your first improvement?

Running, skipping, and dancing whenever the
mood struck. Even now, I’d run and skip in public,
if it wouldn’t scare people.
Favorite memory from age 13?

My parents took me horseback riding for the first
time, and I thought I touched heaven that day.
If your house were burning (all family and pets
were safe), what one thing would you grab?

The photo of Meher Baba above the fireplace.
What is your idea of exercise?

Anything that gets the blood pumping. I often do
yoga at home or go for a run by the bay.
How many times have you fallen in love?

Once

Your favorite dish to fix?

Indian chicken, Jasmine rice, and salad.
Also, black beans, rice, and pork.
Best thing about living in St. Petersburg?

The people. We travel all over the world, and still
I love to come home.
Best hidden “gem” in St. Pete?

Hmm. I keep finding more and more of them.
What book inspires you?

That’s How It Was by Eruch Jessawala
What’s your favorite place to meet new people?

A party at a friend’s house

Pancake breakfast, cookout, fancy dinner, or other?

Pancake breakfast

Your favorite quote?

“Love is essentially self-communicative; those who
do not have it catch it from those who have it.
Those who receive love from others cannot be its
recipients without giving a response that, in itself,
is the nature of love.” Meher Baba

Many do not realize the freedom and opportunity
we have in this country. I have traveled to many
places and see the difference. I love to travel, but I
love coming back to the USA.

Make pedestrian-only streets such as Beach Drive,
and do more to preserve historical structures
Cultural diversity and geography

Useful, inexpensive, and energy-efficient public
transportation

Do you play an instrument?

Do you play an instrument?

What do you love most about living in this country?

No, not today. I played the violin as a child, but I
was terrible at it.
What is your first thought in the morning?

I like to get up early and start my day exercising, so
I think about what workout I will do.

What do you love most about living in this country?

The violin. Music is a universal language and a
wonderful way to express yourself.
What is your first thought in the morning?

You don’t want to know... I’m not a morning
person

If you were elected mayor of this city,
what would be your first improvement?

The 10 Amendments, especially the ninth which
includes marriage equality. A life without this is no
life at all.
Do you play an instrument?

Not since childhood, but I’d love to take it up again.

ONE ST. PETERSBURG

100 1st Ave N. (Preview at 330 Beach Dr.)
Pricing from the $600s to $4M
Offering 1,402 - 4,062 SF
onestpetersburg.com | 727.240.3840

THE SALVADOR

199 Dali Blvd
Starting in the $400s
Offering 964 - 2,537 SF
thesalvador.com | 727.475.7451

THE SAGE

REGENT LANE

400 4th Street S
411 Regent Lane
Starting in the $300s
Starting at $799,000
Limited Inventory Remaining!
3 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 2,180 SF | Pre-Construction
rediscoverthesage.com | 727.217.5323 www.RegentLane.com | 727.490.9030

EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTIES. EXCEPTIONAL AGENTS.

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.
815 18TH AVENUE NE
Offered at $875,000
4 Bed | 5 Bath | 3,014 SF
Alison Bearnarth 727.560.4377

6025 SUN BOULEVARD #102
Offered at $825,000
3 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 2,195 SF
Debbie Zito 813.902.8326

293 BELLEAIR DRIVE NE
Offered at $536,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,886 SF
Collette Richardson 727.224.6333

136 19TH AVENUE NE
Offered at $490,900
2 Bed | 1 Bath | 1,325 SF
Gina Przyborowski 727.278.5347

2600 DRIFTWOOD ROAD S
Offered at $2,100,000
5 Bed | 3/2 Bath | 4,713 SF
Frank & Becky Malowany 727.432.1176

116 20TH AVENUE NE
Offered at $450,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,598 SF
Glen Richardson 727.224.6331

1245 26TH AVENUE N
Offered at $415,000
4 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,297 SF
Liane Jamason 727.755.3325

1800 50TH AVENUE N
Offered at $355,000
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 1,782 SF
Lindi Bock 727.776.7321

4390 50TH PLACE S
Offered at $329,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,730 SF
Bonnie Martinez 727.512.6355

1140 CORDOVA BOULEVARD NE
Offered at $1,325,000
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 3,353 SF
Wendy Fields 727.647.2286

®

TAMPA | ST. PETERSBURG | CLEARWATER | BEACHES
TAMPA | ST. PETERSBURG | CLEARWATER
1.855.580.3758
| WWW.SMITHANDASSOCIATES.COM
1.855.580.3758
| WWW.SMITHANDASSOCIATES.COM
®

•

•
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GOODNESS InDEED

Feed the Police Officers

Numerous community members honored St. Pete’s finest.

I

Emily Norton

n a stunning displaying of kindness and generosity, local neighbors have
organized to bring food to our law enforcement officers. This lovely volunteer
effort, called “Feed the Police Officers,” was created in order to show support
to the men and women who selflessly serve our community. Led by Karen Levine,
volunteers from our neighborhood brought food by Margaret Ann’s Catering to
the police station to provide the officers with lunch. Volunteer Brenda Wright
Bowen says, “It was our honor and privilege to provide food for our men and
women in blue. They do so much for us and we want them to know they are
valued, honored, appreciated and loved.”

The Clifton family made pitching in a family affair.

When asked what inspired her to contribute to the effort, Bowen replied, “We
have several friends in the department. Our prayers go up daily for all law
enforcement and first responders for their safety.” Indeed, it’s important to
remember that the men and women who serve to protect our community are also
our neighbors and friends. Bowen is currently organizing a catered lunch from
Coney Island Hot Dogs for the police station and Margaret Ann’s Catering will
provide the 4th Street Fire Department with their annual cookies.
Our incredible police force and first responders put themselves in harm’s way on
a daily basis to keep our community safe, and providing a catered meal is one small
way of demonstrating our appreciation and support. If you’d like to contribute to
Feed the Police Officers, contact Karen Levine at sun99shine@msn.com.

Bliss. We Have It By The Barrel.

C O M E I N A N D TA S T E T H E W O R L D’ S
F I N E S T O I L S, V I N E G A R S, S P I R I T S,
A N D W I N E S A S Y O U S H O P.
300 Beach Dr. NE #105 | Corner of 1st St & 3rd Ave | (727) 317-3926 | vomfassstpetersburg.com

Waterfront Oasis
2010 Brightwaters Blvd NE Offered at $3,795,000

True Boater’s Paradise
2027 Brightwaters Blvd NE Offered at

Open Tampa Bay Waterfront
2002 Carolina Circle NE Offered at $1,399,000

1285 Gasparilla Dr NE Offered at $1,499,000

Pristine Venetian Isle Waterfront
1977 Illinois Avenue NE Offered at $1,185,000

Waterfront Oasis
1935 Massachusetts Ave NE Offered at

$3,125,000

Caya Coasta Waterfront

$759,000

Charming Northeast Home
435 10 Avenue NE Offered at $739,900

Waterfront Paradise
101 Bay Point Dr NE Offered at

$1,165,000

Gorgeous Ranch Style Home
134 Riviera Way NE Offered at $719,900

STRICKLAND PROPERTY GROUP IS The Trusted Team
TO INTRODUCE BUYERS TO HOMES IN OUR FINEST
NEIGHBORHOODS.

RECENTLY SOLD
$3,950,000
·1332 Monterey Blvd NE Last listed at $2,395,000
· 6623 Bayou Grande Blvd NE Last listed at $2,295,000
· 761 Brightwaters Blvd NE Last listed at $1,399,000
·1386 Monterey Blvd NE Last listed at $1,100,000
· 506 20 Avenue NE Last listed at $1,083,000
· 1211 43 Avenue N Last listed at $699,000
· 1557 Eden Isle Blvd NE Last listed at $450,000
· 161 Catalan Blvd NE Last listed at $435,000

Elegant Waterfront Estate

·107 Bay Point Dr NE Last listed at

1857 Brightwaters Blvd NE Offered at $3,050,000

PENDING SALES
5 Brightwaters Circle NE Last listed at
976 Monterey Point NE Last listed at
6 Brightwaters Circle NE Last listed at
1100 Cordova Blvd NE Last listed at
1374 Monterey Blvd NE Last listed at
122 Coffee Pot Riviera NE Last listed at
148 Ricardo Way NE Last listed at
1366 Monterey Blvd NE Last listed at
150 Ricardo Way NE Last listed at

To View All of Our Luxury Listings, Go To:

BONNIESTRICKLAND.COM or 727.698.5708
100 Beach Drive NE Ste 102, St. Petersburg, FL 33701

$4,875,000
$3,400,000
$2,995,000
$1,800,000
$1,299,000
$1,295,000
$1,190,900
$1,100,000
$1,100,000
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T he E v ery d ay Out d oorsm a n

The Neighbor Everyone Knows

S

James Martin

trolling along Coffee Pot, casting your lines into
the sparkling bay waters, or grabbing lunch
dockside by what will one day be our new pier,
you will be accompanied by a constant companion:
the ubiquitous Brown Pelican. These birds are found
everywhere, pestering fisherman for their catch,
perched on one of the many docks that line the bay,
and gliding effortlessly only inches above our waters.
These birds are synonymous with life here in the
Old Northeast.
Brown pelicans are unique creatures. They are the
smallest species of pelican in the world. They are also
the only pelicans that hunt by diving from heights
as high as 60 feet, attempting to scoop up fish along
with 3 gallons of seawater by the mouthful.
After they dive, small openings at the back of
their beaks allow for the water to escape, leaving only
the bait fish to consume. I’ve always wondered how
pelicans are able to withstand a dive from those
heights and not get injured in the process. Well, it
turns out that brown pelicans come equipped with
nature’s version of an airbag – small sacs of air under
their skin protect them from the force of crashing
into the water.
Pelicans have been around for roughly 40 million
years. Comparing that with us humans, we’re only a
blip on the evolutionary screen having popped up a
mere 200,000 years ago.
There are eight species of pelicans worldwide, and
they are found on every continent with the exception
of Antarctica. Pelicans are generally divided into
two sub-groups: those which nest in trees – like our
brown pelican friends on Bird Island – and those
which nest on the ground. Pelicans range in size from
the smallest brown pelican weighing in at as little as
6 pounds, with a wingspan of 6- 8 feet, all the way
up to the largest of the species which is the Dalmatian
Pelican, found from Southeastern Europe all the way
to China, and weigh in at an astounding 33 pounds,
with nearly a 12-foot wingspan.
Florida is home to two species of pelicans, the
familiar brown pelican and the White Pelican. These
larger pelicans can weigh up to 11 pounds, with
wingspans in the 8 to 10-foot range, and can be found
as far north as Fort Smith in the Northwest Territories
of Canada, a mere 3,600-hundred-mile journey from
St. Pete. Much like their human counterparts, they

love to winter in the warmer weather and can be
found from the sunny shores of Florida to the Central
American coasts of Panama.
We share the waters of Tampa Bay and the Gulf
with our pelican friends, but this species was nearly
killed off by the loss of its coastal habitats, hunting,
and pesticides to the point of extinction. What an
absolute shame it would have been after surviving
for 40 million years only to face their demise because
of human influence.
During the 1960s, the population had severely
dwindled to the point that, in 1970, the brown pelican
was added to the Endangered Species Preservation
Act, which was the precursor to the Endangered
Species Act of 1973. Thankfully, by 2009 their
numbers had soared and they were removed from the
endangered species list altogether.
This isn’t to say that our city’s symbol is safe. These
birds depend on the health of our coastal waterways
for their survival. Their habitat faces a constant
onslaught from development, oil and sewage spills,
and pollution. These birds are beautiful and
synonymous with coastal communities such as ours.
Other threats exist as well. As many as 50,000 of
these birds die annually from avian botulism, which
is caused by eating diseased fish in ‘dead’ waterways
that have become devoid of oxygen. Another killer
is caused by fishing... not the act in itself, but the
discarding of fishing line. Some estimates claim that
four out of five pelicans will become entangled in
fishing lines during their lifetime. Unfortunately,
fishing lines can cut through a pelican’s wing tissue
or become entangled and inhibit its ability to hunt
and survive.
Pelicans can be found everywhere in St. Pete.
We find its representation in our local shops, on
postcards, and on our city vehicles. Maybe most
importantly, they are a symbol of our relationship
with nature, its beauty, its ability to regenerate and
recover, and our unavoidable link with its health.
Let’s take care of our pelican friends, and make sure
their habitat stays viable, and that our shared
waterways stay healthy. A healthy pelican
population bodes well for the city we all call home.
We are tied to the health of our waters, as is the
pelican. Let’s continue to work to ensure both
continue to thrive.
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Rebecca Malowany

The Beautification Project Needs You!

A

Boy Scout Troop 219 restored 10 animal statues on Snell Isle

campaign to raise funds for the Snell Isle
beautification project currently is underway.
Snell Isle resident and volunteer beautification
project organizer, Bonnie Hargrett, says, “Many
residents have sent in monetary gifts to help us
reach our goal and we thank each of them for their
help. We are closing in on our goal of $5000 now!”
Funds are still needed to complete the extensive
beautification project currently underway.
Through the efforts of over forty Snell Isle resident
volunteers, SIPOA’s beautification project is more
than half-way complete. Phase one encompassed the
rehabilitation and planting of 41 planters throughout
the neighborhood this past spring. Phase two of the
project now is underway with the repair, washing,
sealing and painting of all 120 panther, lion, and
griffin statues adorning the isle. SIPOA anticipates
that phase two will be completed by the fall; however,
thirty animal statues still are in need of adoption.
There are two additional capital improvements in
need of help on Snell Isle. The first is the restoration
of the fountain and plantings that adorn the ‘Snell
Isle’ sign located on the northeast corner of Snell Isle
Boulevard and Brightwaters Boulevard. Snell Isle
resident and engineer, Michael Spytek, and SIPOA
president, Doug Ellingsworth, have stepped up to
repair the broken lighting, electrical components, and
plumbing for the fountain. Additional help is needed
for future plans to clean up and potentially replant
the landscaping that adorns the sign and the fountain.
The second is the restoration of Brightwaters Park
located at the end of Brightwaters Boulevard NE. So
far, no one has stepped up to help with the restoration
of the park. Brightwaters Park is in desperate need of
adoption by one or more residents to help with the
statuary and plantings. SIPOA is reaching out to
everyone on Brightwaters Boulevard to lend a hand
in any way possible.
SIPOA thanks the resident volunteers who have
stepped up this summer to help with the animal statuary
restoration phase of the project. These include: Lore
Ayoub, Rob Bowen, Patricia Calvert, Kathy and Lance
Chambers, Nancy Ebel, the Fredericks family, Kevin
Goettel, Karen Goforth, Judy Jourdan, Aloyse Larson,
Ann Leavine, Julie Mastry, Sheila and John LeFors,
Melissa Massey, Bill Miles, Pat and Rob Moler, Rachael
Murphy, Frank and Becky Malowany, Art Rios, Robin
Roberts, Ted Robinson, John and Tyler Rogers, Dr.
Scott Rubin, the Schneider family, Ginny Sexton,

Jonah Saffran, Thaddeus O’Neill, Kai Whitten and Connor
Cruise clean up their panther located on Brightwaters Blvd.

Cooper Dano and Simon Mesen prepare their panther for
cleaning on Brightwaters Blvd.

Before: Corner of Estado Way and Maron Street

After: Corner of Estado Way and Maron Street
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Anthony Sullivan, Sheila Szabo, the Webster family,
Fred Whaley, the Weidner family, the Westerman
family, Todd Wing, Ray Wise, Erin and Scott
Youngblood, Brian O’Neill and Boy Scot Troop 219.
If you have time to lend a hand in the beautification
and improvement of Snell Isle, please contact Bonnie
Hargrett at bonniehargrett@gmail.com. Any and all
help is appreciated. To send a monetary gift to go toward
the Snell Isle beautification project, please send to
PO Box 7053, St. Petersburg FL 33734. SIPOA greatly
appreciates your time and generosity.

Boy Scout Troop 219 Lends A Hand

On Sunday, August 14th, Boy Scout Troop 219
assembled on Brightwaters Boulevard to lend a much
needed hand to the Snell Isle beautification project.
Twenty-five scouts and their family members washed,
restored, sealed, and painted ten animal statues
located on Brightwaters Boulevard, Estado Way,
Maron Street and Lamara Way.
Scout master, Brian O’Neill, said, “A significant
part of the Scouting program is teaching young men
to be engaged in their community and to provide
service to others. The Snell Isle beautification project
is a great opportunity for our young men to become
better citizens and stewards of our community.” Not
only did the scouts earn a sense of accomplishment
and pride in their work, each volunteer hour they
worked will go toward their rank advancement.
The animal statues the scouts restored look
absolutely beautiful. The Snell Isle Property Owners
Association would like to thank the scouts and their
family members who worked so hard on the project:
Alex Alverez, Lliam Cobb, Connor Cruise, Cooper
Dano, Wyatt Dano, Konrad Dzurnz, Jeffry Grew,
Joshua Jacobs, Kavanaugh Kucharski, Ilya Linde,
Simon Mesen, Thaddeus O’Neill, Jonah Saffran,
Aidan Samuelson, Hugh Seeley, Jack Tredo, Kai
Whitten, Walker Willis, Marty Wingate, Michael
Wingate, and scout master Brian O’Neill.
The Boy Scouts of America and Troop 219 are
always open to welcoming new members. Troop 219
meets on Wednesdays 7-8:30pm in the gym at St.
Raphael’s Catholic School on Snell Isle. For more
information on the Boy Scouts or on how to join Troop
219, please visit www.bsa219.com.
The Snell Isle Property Owners Association (SIPOA) is a
non-profit corporation dedicated to the maintenance and
improvement of Snell Isle, its neighborhoods, image and way of
life. Correspondence should be sent to PO Box 7053, St.
Petersburg, FL 33734. For more information or to sign up for the
Snell Isle Alerts email, please visit the Snell Isle Property Owners
Association website at www.enjoysnellisle.com.

Alexander Alvarez, Walker Willis, Aidan Samuelson and
Ilya Linde work on the before-and-after panther above.

Tell us about your real estate vision today!

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD
JUST LISTED AT $1.19M

JUST SOLD
COMING SOON AT $1.2M
St Pete
6623 Bayou Grande Blvd NE,
Bayou Grande Open Water!
Offered at $2.3M

Three Story Open Water!
2074 Tanglewood Way NE
St. Petersburg

Custom Built Home On Sailboat Water!
2074 Tanglewood Way NE
St. Petersburg

SOLD

PENDING

5950 Bikini Way N, St. Pete Beach
4/3/2 pool $985,000

815 Live Oak Ter Placido Bayou
3/2/2 pool $470,000

Choosing the right Realtor is an important financial decision!
Please be sure to see what past clients have had to say:
www.zillow.com/profile/PriceGroup
www.zillow.com/profile/ClayGlover

Clay Glover, P.A.

3637 4th Street North #100

David Price, P.A.

727-641-5754 // www.PriceGroupRealtors.com // 727-458-4537
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More Trails to Travel

T

Samantha Bond

he tortured artist he is not. In fact, John Harte is quite the opposite: an
octogenarian with a ready smile and friendly disposition whose work in
watercolors is well known by many in St. Petersburg. Fortunately for us,
he is displaying some of his work at USF St. Petersburg. The exhibition will
feature John’s delicate and precise paintings of butterflies, moths, and other
insects. This exhibition is currently on display at the Nelson Poynter Memorial
Library at USF located at 780 3rd Street South.
John’s use of watercolors represents a certain amount of control, and his style
allows for very detailed and colorful depictions. His favorite compositions are
inspired by nature. His clean style of painting may be attributable to his early
career as a commercial artist with the Continental Can Company. John’s
assignments incorporated both text and illustrations, promoting Continental
Can’s packaging capabilities. Some of these assignments included can labels to
attract consumers purchasing a diverse array of contents.
An adventurer and outdoorsman,
John was initially inspired by the nature
surrounding his childhood home in
Nebraska. His undergraduate studies
brought him to the University of
Wyoming, where his love of the
outdoors led to a decades-long interest
in hiking. John attributes his good
health and continued mobility as a
senior to the great amount of walking
he does. He doesn’t own a car anymore...
nor a television or computer. It seems
that from an early age, the outdoors
beckoned to John, and he follows,
finding inspiration along the way.
During his stint with Continental
Can in Chicago, John continued his
studies at the Chicago Art Institute.

He spent time working in New York, on Park Avenue, amazingly across the street
from Grand Central Station. Then, in Washington, DC, he met his wife, Dorothy,
who shared his love of the outdoors. Next, his career took him in a new direction
when he was hired by Chevron and once again relocated, this time to the San
Francisco Bay Area. The Bay Area provided continuing opportunities for John
to expand and exercise his artistic talents. His passion drove him to become one
of the promoters and contributors to the Marin County Society of Artists. One
of his very first exhibitions came at the Lucien Labaudt Gallery in San Francisco.
He continued his artistic studies at the College of Arts and Crafts in Oakland.

John and Dorothy immersed themselves in the beauty of the outdoors, and
used their free time to explore many destinations. With obvious enthusiasm,
John told me about visits to Mt. Hood, Mt. Ranier, Yosemite Falls, and a long
list of other destinations. Memories about his adventures with Dorothy included
a story about glissading in tin pants down a glacier! Seriously, look it up on the
internet... You can still buy tin pants for what is termed, a ‘controlled slide’ down
snow-covered mountainous terrain. It is recommended that you carry a pick ax
for controlling the speed of descent.
In 1978, John took early retirement and moved to Key West, where he
restored a Bahamian-style home earning it recognition on the National Historic
Register. The lush tropical foliage of the Keys and other destinations south
were incorporated into John’s love of painting. John and Dorothy have enjoyed
an active retirement lifestyle, travelling to many thrilling destinations. They
flew around the world with what was then known as Pan Am Airways, with
stops in India, Greece, and Turkey. A month in Spain allowed John to practice

his Spanish language skills, a minor
in his college career.
Several more cities were home for
John and Dorothy before they moved to
St. Petersburg in 2001. Of note, the
Palm Springs area of California was
inspirational to John’s artistic side, and
he began to specialize in one-man
exhibits featuring the plants, animals,
and vistas of our beautiful National
Parks such as Mesa Verde, the Grand
Canyon, and the Joshua Tree National
Park. His beautiful works can be seen in
permanent collections of many museums
from Miami (Historical Museum of
Southern Florida) to Palm Springs, CA
(Palm Springs Desert Museum).
In St. Petersburg, John found more opportunities to share his art including a
one-artist exhibition at The Studio@620 (named for its location at 620 1st
Avenue South) in 2014. His work has been commissioned by individuals and
corporations alike, including Loews Hotels. His work can be seen nearby in the
Don Cesar Hotel at St. Petersburg Beach, Museum of Fine Arts on Beach Drive,
and Red Cloud Indian Arts, to name a few permanent collections. In addition,
locals have discovered John’s talent and he has been commissioned to paint the
likeness of boats, homes, and even pets.
Talent and creativity never grow old...
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$449,900

$334,900

30 Mangrove Point S • St. Petersburg
ROB JOHNSON, THE SIMMS TEAM • 727-599-7980

105 4th Avenue NE #412 • St. Petersburg
ROB JOHNSON, THE SIMMS TEAM • 727-599-7980

$550,000

$549,000

$650,000

UNDER CONTRACT

833 Oak Street NE • St. Petersburg
SHARON SIMMS, THE SIMMS TEAM • 727-898-2582

14800 Gulf Blvd #607 • Madeira Beach
PAT TIE MEEK • 727-642-8971

3300 Maple St. NE • St. Petersburg
PETR A WILL • 352-207-0830

R EC E NTLY SO L D
$435,000

$400,000

$318,150

161 Catalan Blvd NE • St. Petersburg
TAMI SIMMS, THE SIMMS TEAM • 727-743-6262

2821 13th Street N • St. Petersburg
TAMI SIMMS, THE SIMMS TEAM • 727-743-6262

105 4th Avenue NE #220 • St. Petersburg
ROB JOHNSON, THE SIMMS TEAM • 727-599-7980

LIZ HEINKEL

ROB JOHNSON

PATTIE MEEK

SHARON SIMMS

TAMI SIMMS

ANNALISA WELLER

PETRA WILL

727.239.5623

727.599.7980

727.642.8971

727.403.5107

727.743.6262

727.804.6566

352.207.0830
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CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF COMMUNITY • • • 1911-2011
ST. PETE’S JEWEL ON TAMPA BAY
Rick Carson, editor

We want to share our neighbors’
thoughts about what it means to be
neighborly in The Historic Old Northeast.
Won’t you join us!

W

Strip malls, cookie cutter housing
developments, suburban sprawl... all of
which one expects to find in Florida.
And then, surprise, St. Pete comes into
view: waterfront parks, beautiful old
neighborhoods with uniquely designed
houses, a minimum of high-rises, laid
back mentality. And, voila, you’ve found
home! “Back to paradise” is the
expression that comes to mind every
time I cross the bridge returning from
somewhere else, sunshine glittering on

the water with the promise of good
things to come. And the best of those is
the Old Northeast, our neighborhood
– the Bayou, parkland, diverse architecture, close-by zippy downtown and an
authentic sense of place and community.
Robin Reed
16th Avenue NE

Send your thoughts about The Historic
Old Northeast (100 words or less) to
nsnaeditor@aol.com.
Sundial, Vista Point, North Shore Park; Michael Rixon

OLD
NORTHEAST
NEIGHBORLINESS

e love how welcoming The
Old Northeast is, with people
out and about walking their
dogs, exercising or working in their
yards, always with time for a friendly
hello. Invariably we discover something
in common, even if it’s only an
appreciation for the distinct tree
canopy, or to note how interesting and
varied the people are who live here.
The small day-to-day interactions
make up the larger spirit of the place.
People are kind, curious, willing to help
one another out and grateful for this
beautiful place we call home. When we
moved into our most recent house,
three different neighbors dropped by
with some item they’d baked to
welcome us. The natural beauty
combined with the welcoming
community quickly influenced us to
call The Old Northeast home.

nsnaeditor@aol.com

Kim Cromwell and Kath Cote
18th Avenue NE

involved, share ideas, learn about
events and dates of Porch Parties, and
provide feedback? Use social media and
‘Like’ and ‘Share’ our Facebook page
at www.facebook.com/honnaorg. We
want to hear from you!

Y

our Historic Old Northeast
Neighborhood Association
invites and encourages you to
stay connected and on top of programs,
events and other happenings in our
neighborhood. Want to learn more
about the neighborhood, become

Ways To Stay Connected:
• Visit the HONNA website.
www.honna.org
• Become a member of HONNA.
You’ll receive periodic informative
email announcements.
www.honna.org/get-involved

of the recently re-established flurry (yep,
that’s one term for a flock) of flamingos,
including our namesake resident
“HONNA” among them who seem to
be adjusting well to their new home.

Porch Party at the Gardens

S

unken Gardens hosted HONNA’s
July Potluck Porch Party with the
BYOB event featuring a wide
variety of delicious homemade salads,
appetizers and desserts. Most everyone
took the opportunity for a scenic stroll
on what turned out to be a beautiful-butwarm summer evening to check out the
flora and fauna. This included a glimpse

• Volunteer for a project, program or
event (such as Trunk or Treat, the
Candlelight Tour of Homes, Porch
Parties, Crime Watch). For more
info contact Nikki Taylor at
volunteers@honna.org.
• Follow HONNA on Facebook.
www.facebook.com/honnaorg
• Follow HONNA on Twitter and
Instagram. There are two ways you
can engage on both Twitter and
Instagram: @honnastpete (Twitter/
Instagram) or tie everything
together at #honnastpete. For
instance, if you take a photo or

On the Calendar
Check www.honna.org for details of
these and other events
• Monday, September 19
Quarterly neighborhood meeting
Topic: “Sea Level Rise and Flooding
in The ONE
• Monday, October 31
Halloween in the ’Hood
• Monday, November 21
Quarterly neighborhood meeting/
election of board members

Calling the Police

The flock put to bed for the night

The St. Petersburg Police Department
maintains a state-of-the-art communication center in the department
headquarters. Your direct access number
for non-emergency matters is 893-7780.

write a tweet regarding HONNA,
you can bring it to HONNA’s
attention by using the hashtag
#honnastpete.
• Join NextDoorOldNortheast. This
is a private social network just for
residents of our neighborhood.
HONNA is not affiliated with
Nextdoor.com, and the views
expressed by members are their
personal views and do not always
reflect views of the association.
www.nextdoor.com

A typical non-emergency situation is a
‘suspicious person,’ and a common
example would be an individual walking
in the street peering into a vehicle and/
or pulling on the car door handle. This
type of event usually occurs during
daylight hours, commonly early
morning. Individuals walking casually
and then moving away quickly should
also raise a red flag.
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If you observe a suspicious person, try to note distinguishing characteristics like shirt or pants colors because
the operator will want concise information. If your observation does not seem to meet their need of specifics,
do not give up and be firm and ask that an officer be dispatched. Before ending the call, you will be asked if
you would like the responding officer to make contact with you; it is not necessary but is preferred. If you
meet the officer, please note their name: they all wear ID name plates and they carry a typical type of business
card. This is important, especially when they may deserve some praise. The police supervisory staff appreciates
hearing from neighbors when their staff does a good job. Your neighbors also appreciate hearing about good
service, and you can contact HONNA or post on Facebook and we will get the message out.
It is a good idea to record the non-emergency number on your cell phone under ‘favorites’ or speed dialing.
Consider putting the letters ‘ICE’ (In Case of Emergency) in front of your cell phone contact(s) you want
emergency workers to contact – for instance, ‘ICE Chris Johnson’ (spouse) and ‘ICE Dr. Roberts’ (doctor). For
emergencies which are police-related, involve fire, deal with medical matters (or if you are in doubt), call 911.

A Festive 4th
HONNA’s Annual 4th of July Children’s Parade
was a huge success this year at Coffee Pot Park! We
had over 500 people come out for the children’s bike
and wagon parade, while being led by a fire truck from
our own Fire Station #4 down Coffee Pot Boulevard!
Tim Sorensen and the American Spirit Fife & Drum
band provided patriotic tunes for along the route and
later while kids enjoyed refreshments provided by
HONNA. The Rowdies organization was on hand to
pass out necklaces to the kids, and Bay News 9’s
Virginia Johnson covered the event too! A special
thanks to our local firefighters from Fire Station #4,
HONNA volunteers, the American Spirit Fife &
Drum Band, Steve and Mary Alice Lange, event
organizer Natalie DeVicente, the City of St. Petersburg
and the Rowdies. What a way to celebrate America’s
Independence Day!

New Board Members

With the recent resignation of board members James Martin and Shaun Amarnani due to career-related
demands, the two vacancies have been filled by Emily Norton (left) and Sarah Craig (right). Sarah and her
husband, Paul, moved to St. Pete two years ago from Perth, Australia. This is their eleventh – and she hopes
last – move. A former English teacher, she now spends time volunteering at CASA and the St. Pete Free
Clinic. The Craigs have two grown children. Emily recently celebrated her one-year anniversary of living
in the ONE. She is a writing instructor at University of South Florida and the University of Tampa and
loves to garden and dog watch. She says she is honored to serve as a board member and as HONNA’s
communications chair.
The HONNA board welcomes Sarah and Emily, and extends its thanks to James and Shaun for their
special contributions to the neighborhood in the areas of communications and public policy.

ADVERTISE
in the JOURNAL
Contact Susan at
727.259.3149 or
northeastjournal
@gmail.com
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Holiday Candlelight Tour

Planning is underway for the 19th Annual
Candlelight Tour of Homes. This always-popular
event is set for Sunday, December 11, 3-8pm. We are
looking for volunteers to serve on committees such as
volunteers, advertising, PR/marketing, photography
and ticket sales. Another great way to participate is
by offering to open your home to be featured on the
Tour, and we are looking for houses in a variety of sizes
and architectural designs. With your support we can
make this the best Candlelight Tour ever. Contact tour
chair Melissa Clark at mkclark06@yahoo.com.
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Food for the Soul

P

Livia Zien

roscuitto... marinara...
ricotta... shells... lined up
on a brightly lit stage
behind cooking stations
elegantly draped with black
linen... Each chef and student
team anxiously unpacks the
secret ingredients one by one
from their assigned box. A
scene from Iron Chef or
Chopped? No. Welcome to the
What’s in the Box segment of
PARC’s Top Chefs fundraiser.
In its second year, the event
was held in the Grand Ballroom
of the Birchwood in July, a
slight contrast to its very
successful debut, under a tent
as a kick-off for PARC’s Annual
Golf Tournament last year.
Monica Lukasik, director of
marketing and communications at PARC, explains, “It
was such a huge success last Allison T. preparing her favorite dish for the sponsors
year, we decided to make it its
own event this year, and Chuck Prather of the Birchwood generously opened
the doors to his ballroom.”
Tastings were elegantly plated at stations strewn around the ballroom’s
periphery where guests were able to chat with chefs from top local restaurants
and their PARC assistants. From the Birch and Vine’s Gorgonzola Crusted Beef
Medallions to Tryst’s Coconut Ceviche on Plantain Chips, guests’ palates were
pampered all evening long, as Jenn Holloway from WFLA News Channel 8
emceed the event.
With the burgeoning food scene in St. Pete, timing was ripe for the city
to hold an event like PARC’s Top Chefs. Laurie Stogniew, event chair and

owner of Bayshore Marketing
Group, helped fit many pieces
of the puzzle together. As a
little girl, she attended PARC
golf tournaments with her
family, and recognized early
on the invaluable contributions the organization made
to the community. With her
own business, and after
touring the Culinary Arts
Teaching Kitchen, she wanted
to weave some of her business
and personal relationships
with PARC.
PARC, a non-profit organization seeking to provide
opportunities for children and
adults with disabilities, plays
multi-faceted roles in finding
employment for its clients. It
was one of the first agencies in
Florida to receive a license
from Project SEARCH, a
year-long transition program
for students with disabilities in
their last year of high school. To participate in Project SEARCH, PARC partners
with local businesses, the Pinellas County School District, the State of Florida
Agency of Persons with Disabilities, and the Florida Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation. Participants complete three 10-week rotations receiving their
classroom and work experience at the employer’s site. Michael Ferguson, grants
manager for PARC explains, “Everybody comes together and the power of Project
SEARCH makes a very cohesive, seamless process for young adults and their
families to find jobs in their hometown.” She continues, “I am one of the people
who will always tell you that every person with a disability can be and should be
employed to the best of their ability in the community.”
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Aimee and Chef Jon Robben of Tryst
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Chef Brad Albers from Eddie V’s with Nikki
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Marlisha and Chef Scott Bebell of Guppy’s

Team Birchwood: Kimberly Solomon, Chef Karim Ouald Daba, Chef Jason Cline, and Allison

Steven, Carrie Wells, Lyn Orns, Chef Chris Burghart of Snappers, and Anthony

PARC also provides training programs on its own campus, running the gamut
from horticulture, art, technology, and most recently, the culinary arts. The Top
Chefs event directly supports one of their fast-growing programs – the Culinary
Arts Teaching Kitchen. Their curriculum is not limited to cooking. Students also
work on their ServSafe certification, a food handler training program critical for
anyone hoping to be employed in the food service industry. Lisa Wood, PARC’s
culinary instructor elaborates. “They learn to receive deliveries, record temperatures of incoming items, the temperature danger zone, and proper storing
techniques. They learn to price, stock, and shelve.” Some of their training involves
front-of-the house skills, and the kitchen is equipped with point-of-sale equipment
giving students first-hand experience at taking orders and reading tickets.
Student chef Sam D. found PARC through Project SEARCH and completed
all three rotations at Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital, one of the participating local businesses. Her rotations included the dining hall and speech therapy.
Ferguson was on Sam’s tour of the hospital and was compelled when person after
person she met already knew her, each greeting her with hugs. “She can navigate
both technically and socially around the workplace! Not everyone can do that.”
Not unlike many young adults, Sam was not sure where she wanted to pursue
employment, so she is temporarily working in PARC’s teaching kitchen and
seems to have found a penchant for cooking. She is about 3 hours away from
getting her ServSafe certification. “With her experience at All Children’s, she
has a great resumé, all at the ripe old age of 23!”
Allison T., a Top Chefs participant, has been working at the Birchwood
since June. She also applied to Project SEARCH through Pinellas County

Schools during her last year of high school, and went through a year of
internships at Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital. There she discovered
her love for cooking during her food service rotation. Stogniew introduced
Allison to Chef Jason Cline in early May. She explains, “He interviewed her,
and then Chuck Prather and Jason offered her employment immediately after
the interview.” Ferguson points out, “This young lady, in her last year of high
school – goes to All Children’s, gets her high school diploma, has a resumé
that would make any high school student envious, and she gets a job at one of
the top restaurants in St. Pete! We have so many high-end, middle-ground,
and fast-food restaurants where our clients could be working competitively at
minimum wage or above.” Prather obviously agrees, “She’s been an unbelievable
asset to the Birchwood team!”
Seven restaurants from the Tampa Bay area generously donated their time
and resources to the Top Chefs event. They included the Birchwood, Tryst,
Rococo Steak, Café Ponte, Guppy’s, Eddie V’s, and Snapper’s. During the What’s
in the Box portion of the program, each chef was paired with a PARC student,
and together their culinary creations were enjoyed by their sponsors. Allison
teamed with the Birchwood’s executive chef Jason Cline. While sorting through
their ingredients, she soon realized that she would be preparing one of her
favorite dishes: House Made Ricotta & Mozzarella Stuffed Shells, Marinara, and
Prosciutto Crisps.
Birchwood’s banquet chef, Karim Ouald Daba, is her mentor at the restaurant
and mastermind behind Allison’s surprise. Cline asked him to create both a dish
Continued on page 23

In-Home
Intuitive Bodywork
& Massage for
Women & Couples

Jean Riccio
LMT, MFR, NMT

727•642•2518

hellojeanriccio@gmail.com
jean.massagetherapy.com
MA63040
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D ININ G O U T

HALF-OFF BAR BITES!
Daily during 4-7pm happy hour!
dinetryst.com

fb.com/TrystDTSP #SeeYouAtTryst
(727) 821-4567 | 240 Beach Drive, St. Petersburg, FL

RediscoveR ouR 1925
classic dining Menu

marchand’s
VINTAGE DINING

Design a four star, three-course meal with choices from two appetizers, three
entrees and two desserts, always for just $19.25.
Plus enjoy specially-paired wines with each course at only $8 a glass.
Starter
Ham & white bean soup, combread crouton or Panzanella, heirloom tomato salad pickled onions

Choice of Entrée
Short rib Bourguignon pappardelle pasta, roasted carrots, cipollini onion, tomato, mushroom red wine sauce
or Fennel garlic smoked pork shoulder herb mashed, gremolata-tomato olive
or Grilled salmon, pancetta pecorino risotto, grilled asparagus

Dessert
Cheesecake, Grand Marnier marinated strawberries or Bitter sweet chocolate mousse, vanilla whipped cream

Join us nigHTlY

5 pm–6:30 pm.

727.824.8072

marchandsbarandgrill.com
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The fun-filled evening, brimming
with exquisite tastings, bountiful
for the event, and a dish for Allison’s
auctions, and lively music, was a huge
box. Ouald Daba says, “I wanted to
success. Not only did local businesses
make it personal for her. After all, what
come together, the Ryan Wells
better way to do a Top Chef event than
Foundation scholarship students from
by creating something she loves?”
Northeast High School’s culinary arts
Allison was nervous, but he gave her
program also volunteered as bussers.
a pep-talk. “All these people are here
Lukasik reflects, “I’ve never seen
for you. These are your friends. These
anything like it. Our costs were
are your biggest fans. Pull your
minimal. It was so nice to be able get
shoulders back, put your chest up,
on stage and tell our donors that every
announce your name and what dish
dollar they were giving was going
you’re going to make.” And she did.
directly to the PARC Culinary Arts
“My favorite part of the night was
Teaching Kitchen.”
seeing how proud she was.”
Everyone involved has more
Nurture is part of his nature. Allison
ambitious plans for the Teaching
explains, “Chef Karim taught me to
Kitchen and the Top Chefs event.
smell the herbs and taste my dish to see
PARC board of directors in flamingo aprons designed by Inspired Artist Studios at PARC.
if I need to add anything to it. I also Back row: Laurie Stogniew (event chair), Jenny Hasbun, Bettie Carter, Christy Erbeck, April Lukasik and Ferguson see the
opportunity to provide lunches to local
made garlic bread to add to my dish, and Hill, Dr. Stephen Mitchell, Timothy Hughes. Front: Dr. Harold Shinitzky, Michelle Detweiler.
schools
and
spread marinara
prepare hors
sauce on my plate
d’oeuvres for
to make it nice. It
PARC’s other
was fun to be on
events through
the stage with
the kitchen.
other people and
Stogniew
is
get to know them,
too.”
certain
the
Ouald Daba
restaurants are on
continues, “I
board for next
want to give
year’s event. “We
Allison more.
are showing the
The more she’s
community what
here, the more I Nikki and Chef Brad Albers from Eddie V’s, Marlisha and Chef Scott Bebell of Guppy’s, Birchwood’s Chef Jason Cline and Allison
we’re doing at
can interact with
PA R C ,
and
her, the more she’s going to learn. I
they’re seeing it first-hand. Our
want her to make this experience help
students are cooking.”
her for a lifetime.” He is not alone.
Food critic Craig Claiborne said,
Lukasik adds, “It was incredible to see
“Cooking is at once child’s play and
how the all chefs took the students
adult joy. And cooking done with
under their wings for the entire night.”
care is an act of love.” When a
PARC’s Teaching Kitchen serves
community comes together selflessly
many purposes. It services their early
giving of their time, energy, and
intervention program, providing meals
talents to events like PARC’s Top
for pre-school children. The kitchen
Chefs, it’s no wonder that they have
also provides lunches for staff twice a
a recipe for success. Lukasik knows
week, and is hoping to grow to five days
this. When asked about what she
a week. More plans are already in place
loves most about her job, she responds,
for expansion. They have received an
“It’s simple – our clients. We all have
award to purchase a new convection
a similar love for the work we do, and
oven and range, and they recently
when we all work together we can do
Allison announces what she will be making for her What’s in the Box project
installed a new ventilation hood.
great things.”

TOP CHEF Continued from page 21

Live Music Inside
Friday & Saturday 7-10pm
Poolside Mixers
Sunday 1-5pm
Trivia
FREE to play, fun and prizes
Sundays 6-8pm
Reservations recommended

$

TRIVIA PRIZES
50 for 1st place
$
25 for 2nd
$
15 for 3rd

Now Booking Parties for Any Occasion!

Complimentary Poolside Cabana with any reserved party.
Food & Beverage minimum required. Call for details.
$

3 Craft Beer TUESDAYS • $10 Burger/Fries/Craftbeer WEDNESDAYS • Half-Off Bottles of Wine THURSDAYS
Weekend Big Breakfast Buffet with omelet station Every SAT & SUN 8am-12pm $12 All You Care to Eat
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OLYMPIC SWIMMING Continued from page 1

Now that the most recent games in Rio have come
to a close, it’s time for another plaque at Northshore
Pool. At this year’s Olympics, Melanie Margalis of
Clearwater, who has trained at Northshore with the

Melanie won her gold in the women’s 4 x 200-meter
freestyle relay. She had an incredible performance in
her first Olympics also coming in 4th place in the
women’s 200-meter individual medley.
Melanie has major kudos for her coaches, including

Melanie Margalis at Olympic pool in Rio

St. Petersburg Aquatics (SPA) since she was ten years
old, brings home her first gold medal.
When I asked Melanie about the moment it sunk
in that, after three Olympic trials, she had become
an Olympian, she replied, “I still don’t think it has
sunk in! I’m wondering when it actually will! It’s
been weeks, and it still seems crazy that I’m an
Olympian.”

Melanie looking happy in Rio

SPA head coach, Fred Lewis. “Giving me confidence
was the biggest things my coaches have done to help
me get to this point. Swimming is such a mental sport,
so all of their positive reinforcement has really helped
me over the years.”
Though she started at a young age (10), Melanie
didn’t compete seriously until high school when she
pursued a swimming scholarship. She received one
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for the University of Georgia, where her swimming
career started to flourish. She became a member of
the USA Swimming National Team in 2013, following
in her brother’s footsteps. Robert Margalis, who also
trained with the SPA, had a high-ranking career in

Melanie proudly holding her gold medal

swimming, becoming a silver medalist at the Pan
American Games in 2003 and 2004.
Besides Melanie, the SPA had several others
competing at the Olympic qualifiers this year. Megan
Romano has also been on the USA Swimming
National Team in prior years and completed her third
Olympic trials this year. She also trained at the
University of Georgia.

Introducing the Center for Medical Sciences at Shorecrest

An in-depth applied sciences academic track for high school students.
To learn more visit www.shorecrest.org/medical
Shorecrest is an independent, nonsectarian,
coed, college preparatory day school for students
in preschool through high school, located in
St. Petersburg, Florida. Proven results since 1923.

5101 1st St. NE | St. Petersburg, FL 33703| 727-522-2111
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her intensity in the water. She is a 2014-2015
It was the first Olympic qualifying meet for
USAS Scholastic All-American swimmer and
20-year-old Calvin Bryant, who currently
multiple state finalist, and she recently took
competes for Florida State University and has
three first-place finishes at the 2016 Florida
ranked among the top-10 swimmers at FSU for
Swimming
Short
Course
Senior
long-distance events (500-yard freestyle and
Championships.
1650-yard freestyle).
It takes real skill in coaching, discipline in
Competing at the Olympic trials was an
the swimmers, and a carefully charted plan to
intense experience for the swimmers. They were
nurture athletes like these. This year they even
held in Omaha, Nebraska, and security was no
enlisted the help of a nutritionist. Says Coach
laughing matter. According to Coach Lewis,
Lewis: “We brought in a nutritionist for the
“Security is really something at the Olympic
team, and it makes a world of difference. The
trials. Every 50 feet there’s an armed soldier.
students started out with a blood test to see if
They search the swimmers’ bags every time they
they were deficient in any particular nutrients,
enter and exit the pool area.”
and then they started on individual plans. The
The experience can be overwhelming: high
nutritionist counsels the parents and swimmers
security on the pool deck, and recognizable prior
so everyone’s on the same page.”
Olympians in the next lane. On top of that,
Aside from long hours in the water,
swimmers are kept separate from their parents
land-based cross-training includes 45 minutes
and coaches. For first-time qualifier Robert
of ab work three times a week, as well as strength
(Bobby) Finke, only 16, it was a good thing he
training three times a week. Seemingly
had some support in his fellow swimmers – two
innocuous things like wearing a too-heavy
of whom were his older sisters.
backpack, or worse, only bearing a backpack’s
Autumn Finke, who now trains at the
weight on one shoulder, can cause fatigue and
University of Florida, competed in this year’s
potential future injury. The coaches instill the
Olympic trials along with her younger sister,
importance of this into their swimmers
Summer Finke and their younger brother. It
throughout the school year.
was a proud day for the Finke family – while
When asked about their swimming idols and
SPA’s Coach Joe Finke, their father, watched
SPA head coach Fred Lewis with Peyton Palsha, Bobby Finke, and
inspirations,
both Bobby and Peyton name
from the stands.
Autumn Finke
Robert Margalis, Melanie’s older brother. “He
Bobby grew up with his two older sisters
acting as a pair of additional coaches, understandably. “He was really pounded was here when we were little,” says Peyton. “We all looked up to him.”
Similarly, Northshore director Rebecca Hansen says the same about the next
on at practice,” chuckles Coach Lewis. Bobby smiles at the memory. The
additional coaching seemed to work: Bobby is currently ranked one place (11th) generation. “My kids are little and are just starting to swim with SPA, so they’re
behind Robert Margalis’ all-time records of 9th and 10th place in individual very excited to watch Melanie on TV.”
And so on it goes. St. Petersburg’s swimming tradition continues. Perhaps
medley (IM), a combination race of the four swimming strokes (butterfly,
we’ll see plaques with more of these familiar names on them one day. These
backstroke, breaststroke, and freestyle).
Other Olympic qualifiers include newcomer Peyton Palsha, who is a high young swimmers certainly have visions of gold and the discipline to achieve
school sophomore like Bobby. Peyton’s bubbly demeanor on deck contrasts with them. Just one more thing for us locals to be proud of.

Grocery
Produce
Café & Bakery
Wine Craft Beer Body Care Supplements

St. Pete

2842 Martin Luther King St. N.
(727) 821-6825

www.rollinoats.com

South Tampa

1021 N. MacDill Ave.
(813) 873-7428
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A Vision from Our Youth: We Built this City!
Working on finishing touches on the
city, Leland Kilborn asks Tice where he
oised yet enthusiastic, the newly
should put the remaining solar panels.
elected mayor steps up to the
She responds, “Let’s take a look, which
podium and addresses the crowd
buildings do you think need solar
gathered for Seaside City’s ribbon
panels?” He runs off and locates
cutting ceremony. After days of tireless
buildings and decides on a few. Mission
exploring, brainstorming, developing,
accomplished.
lots of fun, and a little campaigning,
Several years back, Rui Farias,
she promises to keep the city clean with
Executive Director of the Museum of
“garbage cans and recycling bins on
History, and Robin Reed, Board
every block,” along with two free
member of HONNA, heard about Box
cookies when visiting camp.
City programs for kids in other areas of
Mayor Charlie Harrod, age 10, has
the country and created the program
just completed the City Builders
for St. Petersburg. Farias, who also
summer camp. The program is jointly
teaches Florida History and U.S.
sponsored by the Museum of History,
History at St. Pete High School says,
the Historic Old Northeast Neigh“We wanted to create a historic-type
borhood Association (HONNA),
program that was fun for the kids.”
Pinellas County Schools, and St.
Having always been intrigued by St.
Petersburg Preservation, and is now in ‘Seaside City’ Mayor Charlie Harrod introducing the city’s government officials
Petersburg’s interesting past, he
its third year. In the span of just one
explains, “There are so many cool
week, she along with a group of other
things about this town’s history. The
creative 9-13-year-olds, toured the city
city was built on advertising – so from
by car and on foot; learned about the
day one, every promotional gimmick
history, art, and architecture of St. Pete;
people could think of was meant to get
heard from prominent city officials; and
people to come to the city. It’s
interesting to see how that all evolved.”
created their very own city, ground up
Sprinkled across Seaside City are
from cardboard boxes, construction
highlights of what the kids saw or heard
paper, and various other items allowing
during the week. Each year, the kids
their creativity to flourish.
integrate new concepts. Reed
Under the leadership of Lynne
comments, “They feed off of each
Mormino, Rui Farias, Robin Reed, and
others’ ideas. This is the first year we’ve
Jenna Tice, engaging activities were
had wind power; the first year with solar
planned for the camp. Mormino,
panels on the buildings. From year to
museum board member and a key
year, none of the cities are the same.
program organizer, elaborates on their
It’s like a puzzle they have to organize,
adventures. “This is the first year we
tried to add speakers in between Sam Phrasavath, Charlie Harrod, Leland Kilborn, and Indy Cole Watts along with 5th-grade- with the layout underneath.” Seaside
teacher Jenna Tice
City is replete with a hospital, schools,
learning activities.” Each day the group
arcade, amphitheater,
participated in a tour
and veterinarian. They
focused on a particular
also designed the city
aspect of the city. The
with the majority of
visit was then compleresidences located along
mented by a guest
the water.
speaker. “On the first
Mormino notes, “We
day, Emily Elwin from St.
try
to get them to think
Petersburg Preservation
about different modes of
took us to a combination
transportation. Each
of residential and
commercial buildings.
year, I’m always amazed
We saw different styles of
at the different kinds of
residential homes. That
techniques they use.”
day, someone from the
She points to the airport
fire station also came to
and the clever pipethe museum, brought
cleaner Segway design.
their fire truck, and
Last year, the group
quizzed kids about where
decided on a train station.
we should have our fire
Mid-week, the group
station in the city. ”
visited City Hall and
The remainder of the
decided their city needed
week was similarly
a mayor. Charlie explains,
dynamic. They went to Parents and guests viewing the city after its unveiling
“We had a speech we did,
City Hall and heard City
and
then
everybody
voted
for somebody, but we
Councilwoman Lisa Wheeler-Bowman discuss the from start to completion,” Mormino says. After each
couldn’t
vote
for
ourselves.”
Her
theme? “I promised
important public buildings. Sports and leisure visits tour and speaker visit, Jenna Tice gathered the group
that
there
would
be
no
more
littering,
so our city would
included the historic shuffleboard by Christine Page. to review the highlights of the day. She summarizes
A lesson in the tourist industry took place at the Vinoy, their thoughts in bright-colored markers on a paper be all clean!” And so she was elected mayor. But it
takes more than just a mayor to run this city. Seaside
paired with a discussion led by Derek Donnelly, one tablet and easel.
of the founders of the St. Pete Mural scene. On the
Tice teaches 5th grade math and science at Belleair City has its directors for zoning, power, parks and
final day, they heard about the importance of recycling Elementary. She explains, “I ask questions to help recreation, and even an art curator.
A veteran of the City Builders Camp, Sam
from City Councilwoman Darden Rice and were given guide them, and they take it from there. They each
a miniature recycling bin.
have a stake in the city.” Tice has also been involved Phrasavath, is in his second year. At 12, he is also
“In today’s age, so much of what kids do is online. all three years. “It’s great – a break from the rigors of the oldest in the group, and helps keep the others
Here, we basically say, ‘Let’s put it all away’, and it has teaching during the school year. It’s artistic and grounded and focused. “All of us decided on the
worked. In this program, they get to see something creative. I love this camp!” The kids adore Jenna. buildings we needed, as a group, and I made some

P

Livia Zien
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buildings that needed to keep this city running... buildings a proper city would
need. He created the post office (a favorite), museum, condominiums, and a
recycling building. His post office was thoughtfully designed using two buildings
to sort the flow incoming and outgoing mail.
“My role in the city is as art curator. I place art all around the city. Art in the
city makes it more vibrant and gives it a story. Gives it character. I made murals
on the coffee shop, post office, and arcade.” When asked if he might pursue a field
in the arts when he gets older, he replied, “I don’t know what to do when I grow
up, but I really like art.” He has some time to decide as he will be entering the 7th
grade at Thurgood Marshall.
The week concluded with the unveiling of their city. After introductions by
Mayor Charlie Harrod, each member of the city builder team spoke.
Leland is introduced as the zoning manager who is also head of the recycling
program. He steps up to the podium. “I’m in charge of solar power. I made the
panels, windmills, and invented something inspired by Benjamin Franklin.” His
invention used lightning rod placed on a tall iron tower. It is designed to turn
lightning strikes into electricity which is supplied to the power plant. Regarding
his strategically placed dump, he remarks, “Every building is in its right place.
Why would you want a dump near your house? It would be stinky!”
Seaside City’s recreational director spoke next. “I would like to acknowledge
some of the great recreational things we have in our city,” begins Indy Watts.
“First, we have Smiley Park, where we can relax and have a nice time. Second,
we have a nice pool, which is also very relaxing.” He points out their soccer field,
home to their famous soccer team, the Seagulls, and bellows out, “Go Seagulls!”
And in the true spirit of fellowship, he adds, “Finally, I would like to compliment
our police officers who keep our city safe and our parks nice.”
As each child speaks, it becomes more and more apparent how proud each is of
their city. Farias summarizes, “It is an honor to watch these kids do what they did
this week. It has really been awesome to see them come in on Monday, not really
knowing what they were going to experience, and then see what they’ve built.”
Mormino adds, “It makes them realize a sense of place, a sense of what kinds
of things you want your city to represent. We know our city is very important, but
we also want our city to represent the future. I’m very proud of them – it makes
them focus.” After the ribbon is cut, the kids teeming with excitement, run to
their parents and eagerly show them Seaside City. They carefully point out each
of their contributions. This group of young, smart, and creative minds, brings the
possibilities for our city to new heights!
The next camp is scheduled to be in June 2017. For more information, please
contact Rui Farias at rui@spmoh.org
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Ages 2 – Grade 7 for Fall 2016

• Alegria Montessori School is an authentic Montessori program
that creates a rich learning environment and supports
individual development.
• Our beautiful new campus and state of the art classrooms have
allowed us to expand our program to include middle school for
the 2016-2017 school year.
• We will now be able to offer a true Montessori education from
age one through grade 8.
• Come discover the joy of Montessori.

3200 58th Ave. S.

at Maximo Presbyterian Church

Call for Personalized Tour

License #C084323

alegriamontessori.com

310-8243

Alegria Montessori School welcomes students without regard to race, color, religion, national or ethnic origin, or economic or social class.

Greg Cahue
Handyman
Services,
Inc.

Offering “Old School Service!”
Honey-Do Lists
Odd Household Jobs
Reasonable Rates
Owner Operated

QUALITY
WORK

GUARANTEED

727-460-8609

gcahue1@tampabay.rr.com

Owner is a University of South Florida Graduate
and an Air Force Veteran

Insured / References Available

Featured Listing

155 9th Avenue NE
Old Northeast
1918 Renovated Craftsman Bungalow
Offered at $649,000

Specializing in Old Northeast,
Snell Isle and Downtown

Sharon Kantner
Realtor® & Old NE Resident

Direct 727.278.5866
SKantner@SmithandAssociates.com
ThisOldNEhouse.com
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Everyone Wants a Taste of St. Pete’s ‘Special Sauce’
St. Pete. We know it well. Just like Adam, we
moved here after spending a single weekend
ate last year my wife, Caroline, and I
here. A single weekend! We are not outliers. This
moved into a house located two-and-ais an active trend.
half blocks away from the vibrant Old
And the current buzz on St. Pete is centered
Northeast strip center on 2nd Street North
around
its dynamic, hip downtown scene.
between 7th and 8th Avenue. If you are
Granted,
most surrounding areas in Pinellas
familiar with this strip center then you can
County
are
still considered paradise to most;
imagine how thrilled we were to be a
however,
the
special sauce is downtown. And
convenient three-minute walk from Black
everyone
wants
a taste.
Crow Coffee, Old Northeast Pizza, Old
My
new
friend
and St. Pete native, Derri,
Northeast Tavern, and the community garden.
drove
me
all
over
Pinellas
County last Saturday.
But, the major draw driving our decision to
Colette Marie owner of Wild Lotus Yoga
When we finished, she said, “A very important
live in our Old Northeast home was certainly Caroline and Nathan Trotter
man told me last year that St. Pete would be the
how close we would be to Wild Lotus Yoga.
These were the early days before I knew Caroline
Our initial yoga experience happened freshmen carried a wealth of knowledge and credibility in next Manhattan in 20 years. People are flocking here
and the only direction to build is up.”
year at Southern Methodist University. I was a burly
health, nutrition, and other foreign topics to my
With all the activity in Downtown St. Pete, you
jock, seeking competition at every turn with an
hometown of Oklahoma City. Thankfully, the practice can find some real special places along the fringes.
appetite for contact sports. This led to three brutal
of yoga improved my recovery from my most recent Places where culture transcends community. Wild
knee surgeries before my 18th birthday. As the son
knee surgery tenfold. Moreover, it taught me the Lotus Yoga was one of these places. It was the place
of a fierce high-school-football coach, I took pride
importance of mindfulness, balance, and gratitude.
where I first fell in love with St. Pete.
in being tough and being the best. Football teaches
When Caroline and I first moved to St. Pete, we
Through healing and regenerative practices, Wild
these disciplines and teaches them well.
When my college buddies learned Caroline had immediately realized St. Pete is a modern utopia for Lotus provided a sanctuary for individual health and
been lobbying me to take a yoga class with her, they beer, bicycle, and yoga enthusiasts. Equipped with an shared love during a special time in a special city.
incessantly teased me and balked at the notion I international feature in the Dali Museum and a Colette Marie, the owner of Wild Lotus and unofficial
could make it through the first hour. Mind you this sprawling, eclectic downtown, St. Pete is set up for ambassador of St. Pete, was the first individual to
make a special impression on me when we moved to
was the very first yoga class Southern Methodist long-term growth.
If
you
don’t
believe,
get
this...
Adam,
my
good
St. Pete. It was because she serves that special sauce.
University offered. And I knew virtually nothing
friend
from
college
visited
Caroline
and
me
for
a
Colette’s contribution to our community has been
about yoga. At the time, I thought yoga was some
summer
weekend
and
decided
he
wanted
to
move
crystallized
through her sphere of influence and the
sort of ballet.
Caroline thoughtfully persisted with encour- here. His lease begins September 1st. It would have relationships formed through her work. Her legacy
agement, so I registered with her. I was trying to marry started sooner if there were more properties available. may be best defined by the beaming mantra on the
southern wall of where Wild Lotus Yoga once was:
her after all. And I had hard data showing an But there are few and they go fast.
Caroline and I know the sensational feeling you “When there is love there is also tenderness, a kind
irrefutable trend of making straight A’s when Caroline
get when you first experience a weekend in modern of sweetness which nourishes us.”
and I shared a class.

L

Nate Trotter

LUXURY LIVING ON THE RIVIERA
500 Coffee Pot Riviera, Snell Isle

This AMAZING, waterfront, 6 bedroom, 6 bathroom, 7066 Sq. ft. Hacienda home is located in the heart of Northeast St. Petersburg on the beautiful
brick-streets of Coffee Pot Riviera! This beautiful custom home consists of an open concept living design with a gourmet kitchen, solid wood cabinets,
a 6 burner gas stove, vented exhaust, Sub-Zero refrigerator, two refrigerated drawers and a large kitchen island that has bountiful storage. An oversized
mud, laundry room located off the kitchen has pantry closets, desk area and a large wine cellar with a climate controlled unit. The formal living and dining room are perfect for entertaining, as well as the open floor plan. Walk through this tropical paradise onto an outdoor family room with grilling and
entertainment area next to a large pool & spa that overlooks amazing waterfront views. The 2 boat lifts and dock are an added bonus to this home with
access to the beautiful Tampa Bay and Gulf of Mexico. Come and enjoy life on the Riviera!

Ali Bearnarth
Realtor®
Direct 727.560.4377 | Office 727.342.3800

®

®

abearnarth@smithandassociates.com
SmithandAssociates.com
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Trusted Local Advisors
The professionals at BT Wealth Advisors
and The Bank of Tampa Trust department are
committed to taking the time to understand
your financial goals to achieve comprehensive
wealth management. For strategies that aim
to build, preserve, and transition your wealth,
contact Beth Horner at 813-998-2711 or
Stacey Pittman at 813-998-2742.

Beth Horner, J.D.

Stacey Pittman CFA, CFP®

Trust Director
bhorner@bankoftampa.com

BT Wealth Advisors, Managing Director
spittman@btwealthadvisors.com

IN V ESTMENT A DV ISORY SERV ICES · FINA NCI A L PL A NNING
TRUST SERV ICES · ESTATE PL A NNING

*Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered investment advisor, member FINRA/SIPC.
Insurance products offered through LPL Financial or its licensed affiliates. The Bank of Tampa and BT Wealth Advisors are
not registered broker/dealers and are not affiliated with LPL Financial.

Not FDIC Insured-Not Bank Guaranteed-May Lose Value
Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency-Not a Bank Deposit
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the brick. The 60 lots will have [12 blocks of] brick
streets and sidewalks. It is the highest class
development that has been attempted around St.
Petersburg.” When the neighborhood was developed
there were no tall buildings in the city and some
homes commanded views of Tampa Bay.
The neighborhood’s primary developer was Charles
Martin Roser. Roser was a native of Ohio where he
established a Buckeye State cheese business with his
brothers. In the 1890s, he and his father purchased a
candy and cookie factory, which became the RoserRunkle Company. According to family and some
historians Roser “fathered” the Fig Newton cookie
and later sold his cracker-and-candy-making business,
along with the recipe for the Fig Newton cookie, to
the National Biscuit Company for a million dollars.
He arrived in St. Petersburg from Ohio in 1910 and
subsequently built the Royal Palm and Poinsettia
hotels. He donated land for a school and a city park,
donated a home for nurses, and with his wife Ruth
facilitated the predecessor of Mercy Hospital for
African American residents. He was an investor in
Tony Jannus and the St. Petersburg-Tampa Airboat
Line, the world’s first airline, and in the Gandy Bridge.
Roser also took an interest in Anna Maria Island,
just south of St. Petersburg across the bay. He laid out
the village of Anna Maria and built its pier in 1911.
Access was only by boat. In 1913, he built Roser
Memorial Community Church as a memorial to his
mother. This was the first church on the island. The
church still operates today, welcoming visitors with
little packages of Fig Newtons!
But of all Roser’s accomplishments, his name is now most
associated with the Roser Park
Historic District.
Roser provided the infrastructure for the neighborhood,
laid out the streets, and built the
first homes. He also sold lots for
owners to build their own
homes, but required approval of
the building plans. Historian
Walter Fuller noted this was
unusual for the times. Most
developers then simply provided
the lots and infrastructure. They
did not build themselves, or
require approval of what was to
be built. The earliest homes date
from 1916 and continue through
to 1926. There is some variety
to Roser Park’s architectural
Courtesy of Michaels Family Collection

Roser Park Neighborhood Association president,
Kathy Murphy Poser, moved from New Orleans to St.
Petersburg. She settled in Roser Park partly because
it reminded her so much of New Orleans. Visiting
Roser Park, particularly in August, does remind one
of New Orleans, especially the country part. Steamy.
Lush green vegetation. A creek running through it,
at times visited by otters (even a manatee was recently
sighted). Ornamental lamp posts. Narrow brick
streets. Greenwood Cemetery nearby, the city’s second
oldest dating to 1892 (excepting the Indian Mounds).
And historic homes aplenty. But Roser Park’s most
distinguishing feature is its topography – a ravine cut
over centuries by Booker Creek. Some say the hillsides
of Roser Park also add a touch of San Francisco. The
high school track team makes good use of the hills for
conditioning.
The Roser Park Historic District generally includes
much of the area between Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Street and 4th Street South, and Roser Park Drive
and 11th Avenue South. (11th Avenue South was
recently redesignated Ingleside Drive, its original
name.) Roser Park is but a couple of blocks from Johns
Hopkins All Children’s Hospital, Bayfront Medical
Center, University of South Florida, and in close
proximity to downtown and all its amenities. While
not nearly as large, Roser Park in a sense is similar to
Charles Martin Roser fathered the Fig Newton cookie and
Old Northeast in terms of its relationship to downtown. sold it to National Biscuit Company for $1 Million. He then
Roser Park Drive is the main thoroughfare. It started a second career in real estate and development in St.
curves from west to east beginning at Martin Luther Petersburg beginning in 1910.
King Street and ending at 4th
Street. The Drive follows
Booker Creek, is paved with
the original bricks, and is lined
on one side with a retaining
wall of rusticated bricks. Also
at Roser Park Drive is The
Charles Tree, a grand oak tree
estimated to be between 150
and 200 years old named in
honor of Charles Roser.
Roser Park dates to 1913. A
contemporary newspaper
account declared Roser Park to
be “The first subdivision to be
opened outside the city [6th
Avenue South], with all brick
streets [and] every other city
convenience is the new suburb
by C. M. Roser and Robinson
Brothers, known as Roser Park.
Georgia Engineering is laying Roser Park Drive and Booker Creek. Image circa 1920.

Courtesy of St. Petersburg Museum of History

HISTORY Continued from page 1

The finest walking shoes on Earth

MAKE
YOUR
FEET
HAPPY!

Visit Our Sundial Store 727-894-9633

HappyFeet.com
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Craftsman Bungalow on Roser Park Drive as it appeared shortly after completion...

...and as that same bungalow appears today

style including Colonial Revival, Classic Revival,
Prairie, and Mediterranean Revival, but most of the
homes were built in a vernacular or craftsman style.
Vernacular construction is usually simple and
rectangular, with a one-story front porch, gabled or
hipped roof, overhung eves, and built with use of readily
available local materials. Likewise, Craftsman features
low-pitched roof lines; usually a gabled or hipped roof;
deeply overhanging eaves; exposed rafters or decorative
brackets under the eaves; a front porch beneath the
extension of the main roof; tapered, square columns
supporting the roof; 4-over-1 or 6-over-1 double-hung
windows; hand-crafted stone or woodwork; and
mixed materials throughout the structure. One Roser
Park home was originally advertised as having been
“built with slow, painstaking and costly methods.”

large closets, and just outside a pretty rose garden.”
Other starter homes built by Roser were given special
names: The Swiss Chalet (3 stories with chauffer’s
quarters), Hillside (“truly a rich man’s home”),
Rosemont (9 rooms and bath), Glen View (interior
furnished in mahogany), and Graystone (California
cement bungalow).
Brick was costly at the time and rarely used for
homes. Roser pioneered use of the material. Artistic
touches include ‘pebble-dash stucco,’ Coquina
exterior wall finishes, and use of Cuban tile. Roser
added a tropical landscape including citrus trees,
banana trees, coconut palms, and royal palms.
Provision of landscaping was also unusual for the
times. Unlike some developers, Roser actually lived

Many homes are really a blending of styles and forms.
The craftsman style is often referred to as a bungalow,
but some authorities make a distinction between style
and form, defining a bungalow as a form of structure
(1 to 1 1/2 story, horizontally oriented, etc.) which
can be decorated in many styles. And in order for the
architecture to be truly appreciated it needs to be
considered in relationship to Roser Park’s unique
topography and landscape.
Charles Roser called some of his homes bungalows.
He advertised regarding one, “The builders have
designed buffets, bookcases, window seats, kitchen
cabinets, and such conveniences, so that they take
practically no space – they are ‘just there,’ and all
built with a dainty, tasteful style, exactly suited to
the ‘Model Bungalow.’ ...Four nice sunny bedrooms,

It’s not just a house, it’s a home

FELDMAN
& SON

BUILDERS AND REMODELERS

Providing quality home building and remodeling services
in the Tampa Bay area, since 1974.

727.409.3873

www.hefeldman.com

Continued on page 32
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improvements for his neighborhood, such as a loop coming off the Pinellas Trail
in his development. His mansion sat among the hills at Seventh Avenue and along Booker Creek through Roser Park, and replacement of the MLK Street bridge.
Seventh Streets South, but it is no longer there. Good architecture is good art, Kai reflects on his 34 years in Roser Park, “I like living in a historic district because
of the architecture and the history that
and Roser Park has it in abundance.
architecture tells. The people that live
Kai Warren has been a resident of
here are special, too. They feel a special
Roser Park since 1982. At one time,
bond and pride, and that strengthens
both his brothers, John and Chris, also
their sense of community.”
lived there. Kai is a virtual native of
Today Roser Park is a diverse
St. Pete, having moved here when he
community, including retired couples,
was six months old. His father, Lyman
young millennials, and children. For ten
Otis Warren, was a physician who
years, the Roser Park neighborhood has
moved to St. Pete from Maine in 1953.
opened its special sense of place to the
His father’s hobby was archaeology and
larger community with a tour of homes,
he made it his sons’ hobby, too, taking
usually held in April. But, you don’t
them to likely sites to explore. On one
need to wait until April to visit. The
occasion, Kai found a very small
Roser Park neighborhood association
pendant shaped in the form of a hand.
has provided an ‘Outdoor Museum’ with
This and other finds were documented
historic markers throughout the neighin University of Florida’s Florida
borhood telling Roser Park’s history and
Anthropologist journal.
describing its historic homes. You are
Roser Park also has remnants of
welcome to visit any time. And if you
Indian mounds and Indian artifacts are
are looking for a new home, Neighoccasionally found there. One of the
borhood Association President Kathy
city’s most famous Indian mounds was
just north of Roser Park, adjacent to Home of St. Petersburg Mayor James G. Bradshaw on Ingleside Avenue South (11th Avenue). Poser notes, “You can still get a good
deal in Roser Park.”
Bayfront Hospital, previously and Bradshaw was mayor from 1913-1916 at the time Roser Park was first developed.

Courtesy of Michaels Family Collection

HISTORY Continued from page 31

Kai Warren has been a resident of Roser Park since 1982. He is an ardent advocate of historic
preservation and takes great pride in the Roser Park Historic District. He tells of how Roser
Park residents “feel a special bond and pride, and that strengthens their sense of community.”

Mound Park Hospital (now Bayfront Hospital), on the north edge of Roser Park, was named
for the nearby Indian mound which is no longer there. Several Indian mounds were located in
the vicinity. Charles and Ruth Roser were major hospital benefactors. Image circa 1949.

appropriately called Mound Park Hospital. That mound was later demolished to
provide for hospital expansion.
Kai is a strong advocate for historic preservation both within Roser Park and for
the city as a whole. No doubt these early explorations with his father and brothers
influenced his later interest in preservation. He remains active in seeking further

Sources: Evening Independent, 3/6/15, 4/10/15, 11/17/16, 3/2/25, 5/18/44,
1/6/64; Walter P. Fuller, St. Petersburg and Its People (1972); Scott Taylor Hartzell,
Remembering St. Petersburg Florida, Vol. 1 (2006); St. Petersburg Times, 1/16/54,
12/4/76; and conversations with Kathy Murphy Poser and Kai Warren. Will Michaels
may be reached at wmichaels2222@gmail.com or 727-420-9195.

Taking orthopedics to a higher level.
We’ve changed the joint replacement experience for good. Through our focus on exceptional care, our hospital has achieved
The Joint Commission’s Gold Seal of Approval® for both Management of Hip Joint Replacement and Management of Knee
Joint Replacement. One reason for that is our Joint Class, which helps most participants experience a quicker recovery and
better results than those in traditional programs.* So if you’re ready for pain relief through a higher level of orthopedic care, we’re ready to
provide it. Visit BayfrontStPete.com/Higher.

*Patient results may vary. Consult your physician about the benefits and risks of any surgical procedure or treatment.
Physicians are Employees of the University of South Florida and Independent Members of the Medical Staff of Bayfront Health St. Petersburg.
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T H E H E A RT G A L L E RY
The mission of the Heart Gallery of Pinellas & Pasco is to provide an emotionally safe way to connect children with families
through a traveling exhibit featuring the faces and stories of local foster children ready for adoption.
For more information, please visit the website at www.heartgallerykids.org.

S IB LING S F I N D F O R E V E R

NOAH

BRIT TAN Y

Photo courtesy of Brandi Image Photography

Photo courtesy of Petal & Vine Photography

Photo by Heather Rice Photography

Congratulations to Zachary and Tyler, featured in the September/October 2015
Northeast Journal. We appreciate our readers putting the word out about the
many children of the Heart Gallery still seeking their forever homes.

Noah (6) loves to smile and laugh –
especially when accompanied by
Elmo! He enjoys watching Bob the
Builder on the Nick Jr. channel. His
favorite colors are red and blue.

A perfect day for Brittany (16) would be
spent hanging out with friends at the
beach. Brittany is a good friend because
she is loyal and nice. Brittany loves
chicken, but doesn’t like broccoli. She
also loves puppies and would like to
have a dog one day. She enjoys drawing,
listening to music and watching BET.
When she grows up, Brittany would
like to be cosmetologist or possibly a
nurse. Brittany has no preconceived
ideas about what her forever family will
look like. She will be happy with other
children or as an only child.

After inquiring into adoption through the Heart Gallery, Cheryl and Bobby Miller
were excited to start meeting the children that they had already begun to see in
their dreams. While they were first interested in other Heart Gallery kids, the
Millers found that their strengths were a better match for two siblings they hadn’t
yet thought about adopting.
Zachary and Tyler first met their future parents at a Tampa Bay Rays baseball
game, before seeing them again at a fall match event. The family bonded over
pizza and games. For the young men excited about doing well in school and
sports, there were lots of visits and time for the family to learn about each other.
Just over nine months after their first meeting, Zachary and Tyler became part of
a forever family on August 12, 2016. At
each adoption, the Judge asks questions
of each member of the family. This
becomes especially important when the
adoptees are older children who must
testify and state that they wish to be
adopted. “Why you, why this family, why
now?” The Miller family’s answer was
the answer we love to hear: “we love
them, and they love us.”

His significant and pervasive
medical challenges make daily life a
challenge to navigate, but he does it
with happiness and joy.
Noah will need a family that will
empower him and help him engage
in the world on his own terms.

The Journal is happy to share with you this
success story which has changed 4 people forever.
Pass the word,
and make a difference in kids’ lives!
Heart Gallery of Pinellas & Pasco

HeartGalleryKids.org

The Glorious, Glorious  Sea
Melinda B. Joyner
The smell of the sea with the wind in my face;
I see gulls flying low, soaring with grace.
Strong waves crash the shoreline, remnants of life.
There’s assurance of tides as warm days lead to night.
The call of the wild birds sound void of earth’s cares.
With this there is calmness; the breeze tosses my hair.
Bright sun’s rays are fickle as clouds dance the skies,
While sea oats and wild grapes on beach edges lie.
Out on the horizon a ship passes alone;
Beams from a lighthouse lead sailors safely home.
Touches of salt air are now heavy in haze,
While pockets full of seashells bring a close to this day.
Sand under my feet, I am watching the sea.
My eyes search the horizon where the day’s sunset will be.
With the sun and the salt mist, the sea rolls on its way.
Oh, glorious, glorious, glorious day.
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A R OU N D TH E BLO C K
Watch Out For Snorkelers and Divers

S

callop and Lobster season is upon us. State
law requires that SCUBA divers or snorkelers
display a divers-down flag whenever they are
in the water: Red-and-White in Florida waters,
Blue-and-White-Alpha outside of 9 miles, or
anywhere if diving for commercial purposes.
Perhaps the biggest difference between the two
flags is that the traditional red and white

diver-down flag is intended to protect divers
themselves, while the blue and white alpha flag
is intended to protect vessels from collision.
Boaters must make reasonable efforts to stay
300 feet away from a divers-down flag in open
water, and 100 feet away in rivers, inlets, or
navigable channels.
Boaters approaching divers-down flags closer
than 300 feet in open water and 100 feet in rivers
inlets or navigable channel must proceed at ‘idle’
speed; no faster than is necessary to maintain
headway and steerage.
Divers and snorkelers should also stay within
a 100-to-300-foot circle around the flag and have
a floating flag when possible in open waters.
Boating Skills and Seamanship programs are
presented by the USCG Auxiliary, Flotilla 72
each Tuesday night, 7:30-9:30pm, on a continuous
rotation so you can start any Tuesday. Their
building is located at 1300 Beach Drive SE, St.
Petersburg (USCG Base). Go to www.tampabaysafeboating.com for information, or call
727-898-1324 and leave your name and number.
Completion satisfies the state of Florida boater
ID safety education requirements. Cost for books
and materials are $50.

Own a second home.
Taking a vacation?
We care for your home while you are away.
A variety of services are available
to ease your worries.
One time or on a regular basis.
––– B O N D E D –––

www.home2concierge.com

727-543-8066

LC C D ay S c h o o l
Pre K-2 to 8th Grade

4400 Chancellor Street NE . St. Petersburg, FL
lccdayschool.com . (727) 522-8331
Accredited by FKC and FCIS

33703
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All Kinds of Art for All Kinds of People

D o g Wa l k i n g & Pe t s it t i n g
Ho u s e C h e c k+

©

S t. Pe te’s m o s t r e li a bl e!

care of things when you’re
out. Whether it’s daily
workday walks for Fido or
keeping an eye on the
homestead in your absence.

Learn more onlineor call us any time.

.c o m

relieve your stress and take

atb

We offer many services that

!!
Go

aw

re you ready for the biggest ‘heads up’ of the year? Well... heads up!
Et Cultura is formulating right here in downtown St. Pete and it’s gearing
up to be one of the most unique events to date. Et Cultura is a film, music,
art, and maker’s festival slated to take over the popular Baum Avenue this coming
November 16th -20th. Blocking off two city blocks, the festival will include two
band stages, two film ‘houses,’ a street full of local handmade artisans, and pop-up
art exhibits with local artists. Sound thrilling? I know. It is.
In 2015, The Craft Film Fest at Green Bench Brewery was such a success that
the creative producers decided to expand. And expand, they have! This year the
film portion of the festival will highlight national and international filmmakers
featuring full length features, shorts, student work, documentaries, and it will even
include a special Florida Emerging Artist Award.
Artists and makers will be an integral part of the festival with two city blocks
(roughly 1500 square feet) full of professional local crafters curated by the successful
Indie Market. In addition, there will be pop-up art shows with participating local
galleries. There will also be two stages for a list of national and regional musical
acts. They’re looking to collect good people, so for all those interested in more
information on becoming a vendor, artist, filmmaker, or musician you can apply
on their website www.etcultura.com.
As a former business owner and part of the 600 Block artistic growth, I am
truly excited to see something of this caliber come to St. Pete. Having a small
shop in the heart of downtown was an amazing experience because I was part of

a swift movement to improve our city. We implemented street art, brick-andmortar shops, and elevated craft art to a professional level. I remember the first
mural going up and was there the night it was created. I watched as the Warehouse
Arts District expanded when my shop moved there. I watched the 600 Block
clean up, and all the wonderful shops and businesses swarm there and create a
buzz. I, along with many others, saw the effects of what we were doing and I was
(and still am) so very proud to have been a small part of it. The city has been
building up to this perfect platform to host Et Cultura.
“What Et Cultura highlights most about St. Petersburg, is the fact that we have
entrepreneurs and risk takers here... people who aren’t afraid to do something
different and think outside the box. And when you bring all these different people
together in one place, it’s really going to make for a world-class event,” said Nathan
Stonecipher of Green Bench Brewery.
Created by entrepreneurs, artists, storytellers, and crafters, Et Cultura echos
the grassroots movement that has swept the city – made by St. Pete... exposing
the true heart of St. Pete... for everyone.
Et Cultura is searching for willing sponsors to help with the event. They need
a great amount of support from the community, so I encourage you to visit www.
etcultura.com and follow them on Facebook for all the upcoming information.
They’ll be posting soon announcing their musical acts and artists for the pop-up
shows. This is going to be a class-act event, and with your help and support it can
continue to thrive for many years to come. I’ll be seeing you on Baum in November
and I can’t wait!

Let
’s

A

Rebekah Eugenia Lazaridis

727 -483 -4554

more info: aWal k Ar oun dT heBlo c k.c om
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P EO P L E A N D P E TS
To submit photos or to be photographed, contact Susan Alderson. Photos by Susan Woods Alderson unless otherwise noted.
Email your HIGH RES digital photo to susie2wong@gmail.com. Please include your name, address, phone number, and pet’s name.

Tiffany Benoit and Squirt
41st Avenue NE

Margaux Payor and Oscar
Submitted by owner

Christina Fraga and Belline
Eden Isle Blvd NE

Heather Radicia with PJ and Pippa
18th Avenue N

Jennifer Bushnell and Alphie
19th Avenue NE

Caroline Trotter and Maya
6th Avenue N

Amy Mullarkey and Tony Lewis and Victor
15th Avenue NE

Ian Macmurray and Snickers
16th Avenue NE

Rebecca Zweibel and Homer
19th Avenue NE
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ROBIN’S RELICS Continued from page 1

kind display pieces. The shoes were also
part of a traveling display at Weitzman
retail operations nationwide.
The recycled, reconstructed single
pumps are wildly creative, decorative,
and high-style, embellished with vivid
silk, tapestry, glass beads, and vintage
buttons and gems. According to Robin,
each shoe, as it is created, takes on a
personality of its own. Sounds like
Elton John style for sure!
At the time, Robin lived in the
Buckhead section of Atlanta. She knew
from a friend that Elton John had a
penthouse in a neighboring high rise.
Everyone said that one of the shoes in
her collection was in the style of Elton
John. So, on a whim, she put that shoe
in one of her vintage hatboxes and
delivered it to his building. The next
day she received a handwritten note
from him thanking her and saying he
was sending it to England and “putting
it in his Oxford Collection.” Oh my!
But, he was not the only celebrity to
receive one of Robin’s creations. Joe
Biden was gifted one of her dolls when
he became a major donor for a Louisville,
KY charity. The Mary Byron Foundation
supports innovative programs against
domestic violence. Robin was commissioned to create dolls for them and she
chose to stitch the MBF logo on their
faces. It’s significant perhaps to mention
that the dolls are anywhere from 20
inches to life-size. One wonders which
one Mr. Biden has. (Not a life-size one,
Robin assures us.)
Yes, Robin is well known for her Girls
at Play Timekeeper dolls and Frazzle
Dazzle dolls. She doesn’t plan the look
of each doll, but allows her intuition free
reign. Bits and pieces of wood, often
vintage, are cut to size, and exposed areas
are painted, stained, or wrapped in fiber,
according to Robin. The creation of
each doll involves machine- and handstitching, woodworking, and painting.
Both kinds of dolls are made from vintage
fabrics, trims, and recycled materials.
Her house itself is Robin’s studio.
Every step through each room becomes

Robin used grandmother’s old dress fabric to
cover the shade of a standing lamp from
Target. And she used tons of costume jewelry
to adorn the entire column, a perfect example
of Robin’s unexpected ideas for design.

In Robin’s ‘magical garden,’a metal watering
can hangs from a wrought iron stand, with
clear crystal ‘water’” drops spilling out – a
perfect art sculpture and a perfect view from
the repurposed dining room table, below.

A leaf from Robin’s childhood dining room table (painted years ago in Robin’s funky design)
has been repurposed yet again – with help by ONE resident David Calvin – into a rolling tray
and is now an oblong ‘Lazy Susan.’ Robin’s Whimsical Garden can be viewed out the dining
room window.

slower and slower as one gazes at unique
objects d’art on a wall, the floor, or in
a corner. The bicycle standing on the
living room mantel makes quite a
statement. That’s because Robin loves
its story of devotion. Robin found it
recently at an antique store in St.
Petersburg. This Sears bike was ridden

for years by its original owner, a woman
in her 70s who grew up in St. Petersburg.
The magical view out the dining
room window embodies how Robin
places art in all of her world. Known as
Robin’s Whimsical Garden, found
objects and relics, metal flowers, and
small iron tables – all become really

magical when lit up at night. This is a
perfect garden – no weeding, no
fertilizer, no watering.
When talking to Robin, one finds
her very open and highly descriptive,
so telling her story is easy. How did a
girl from Louisville who loved living in
Atlanta end up here in St. Petersburg?
Robin’s husband, Mike, accepted
the headmaster position at Shorecrest
Preparatory School 11 years ago. They
moved to the Old Northeast from
Atlanta, where he was headmaster at
Pace Academy in Buckhead. According
to Robin, “When he [Mike] shared with
me he was ready to search for a new
school, I told him I supported his
decision 100% (even though I loved
Atlanta and never wanted to live
anywhere else).”
Robin adds, “The only thing I said
about moving was I will move anywhere
but Florida. Yep, that’s right! I hate the
heat, which is why I said that. So before
Mike accepted the position of
headmaster, I told him the only way I
would move there is that I would have
to have a swimming pool – and I do.
Shorecrest turned out to be the best fit
for Mike, and so here we are! The rest
is history.”
“Mike loved it here instantly,” she
continues, “I can say now I love St. Pete
(still not loving the heat though). I
have incredible friendships and I love
the feeling of community with the local
shops, art scene, and people in
general. After getting used to the
laid-back mentality of St. Pete, I started
enjoying this area more and more. I love
Old Northeast, and the opportunity to
have downtown at our fingertips.”
Atlanta was the meeting place for
Robin and Mike. They were both
married before and between them have
three boys. Robin and Mike love to tell
the story of that auspicious meeting.
According to Robin, they both had
blind dates at an upscale restaurant and
had arrived early. As they waited, Mike
walked up to Robin to talk. She could
tell he was nervous as he asked her for
a future date. “I gave him the once over,

Located on a beautiful, private, 100-acre setting on Halls Lake
in Newbury, VT. Just a 40 minute drive from the
Dartmouth College campus.

Camp Farwell is
the first girls sleepaway summer camp in Vermont,
the first girls overnight summer camp in New England, and
the first girls summer camp in the United States, founded 1889.

Now accepting applications for all 2017 Summer Sessions!
www.Farwell.com MailForDirectors@farwell.com 802-429-2244
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Robin the ‘Alley Recycle Artist’ decided to decorate part of her alley wall with recyclables: plastic bottle caps collected from neighbors.
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A Japanese exchange student is introduced to Robin’s uniquely decorated Little Free Library
Box by a neighbor child.

noting his plain blue suit, and told him he was too
“A small art school suited me best,” muses
conservative for me. He responded with, ‘Are you
Robin. “I am mostly self-taught,” she explains,
always this judgmental?’” Before they parted for
adding, “My love of art is in-born. I was always
their blind dates, he gave Robin his card. She did
into stuff – I created stuff! Even as a teen I
call him of course, and they celebrated their 19th
collected found objects.” She loves texture and
wedding anniversary in July!
textiles. Robin remembers being fascinated with
But, what about Robin the artist, what is her
things found on the ground like scraps of
story? “My intention 11 years ago was to continue
telephone wire, broken pieces of pottery, or
creating as a business once I got situated in Florida,
vintage dishes. When her boys were younger, they
but I never could get myself motivated until recently.
would come home from school and look for her
The timing is right to reinvent myself as a
in her garage studio and show her what they had
mixed-media artist.” After a hiatus, she has evolved
found during the day.
into sculptured mixed media; jointed dolls are gone
Robin can still be found creating things in her
and sculptures now have more grown-up faces. She
studio – now a rather hot garage. Here they are,
has pursued other careers, but always comes back to
bins of ‘found’ things! Works in progress. Stuff.
art. “Creating with my hands makes me feel most
The door itself has been chalkboard painted and
alive. I lose myself in my artwork and I derive great
has a meaningful quote: “Life Lessons from Dr.
pleasure in sharing it with others,” she declares.
Seuss, Be positive. Don’t cry because it’s over;
After studying at the Louisville School of Art and
Smile because it happened.”
the Atlanta School of Art, she exhibited in a myriad
Speaking of quotes, Robin loves to display them
of juried American Craft Council shows. Her work
and changes them frequently. To the right of the
has appeared on the cover of several publications Robin reflected in her handcrafted mirror
front door is an old cabinet door that has also been
and she has contributed to many charitable causes.
chalkboard painted. Written in chalk by Robin,
“It was my mother’s homespun artistry displayed in our house on the walls and found on Facebook, is a telling sample: “Never ask a woman eating ice cream
cupboards that inspired me to pursue a career as an artist,” recalls Robin. But, it straight from the carton how she’s doing.”
was her grandfather’s influence on her that was most profound. It “both haunted
It’s only fitting to have a quote directly from Robin: “We fill our homes with
and enchanted me,” she says. Her grandfather, Nahum Tschacbasov, was a world- art that speaks of who we are. Our collections range from the whimsical to the
renowned Russian-born, Paris-educated artist whose paintings and poetry were profound. Varied art forms, from textile to jewelry, and painting to sculpture,
steeped in abstract surrealism.
express and often unearth our passions.”

our Fall
Collection
Is here!
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JJ and the Z

We Know Real Estate
Call Us 727-344-9191
Homes@JJandtheZ.com
Julie Jones
Kathryn Krayer Zimring
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7436 14th St NE
Spacious Harbor Isle Waterfront Home with a
Spectacular View. Located on a Private Cove
Adjacent to Weedon Island. Unique Triple
Split Floor Plan with Two Separate Living
Spaces, Each with Fully Extendable Sliding
Glass Doors Opening Out to Extra Large
Screened Patio and Pool.
4 BR, 3 BA, 2,496 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $724,000
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114 17th Ave N
Dutch Colonial Style Home in Historic
Old NE. Updated Kitchen and Bathrooms in
a Classic, Modern Style. Detached In Law
Apartment With Large Living Space and
Kitchenette. New Roof 2015, Hardwood
Floors Refinished 2016. No Flood Zone.
Main House 3 BR, 3 BA, 1,840 Sq Ft /
In Law Apt 1 BR, 1 BA, 672 Sq Ft
Offered for $645,000
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315 20th Ave NE
Historic Old NE Home With Updated
Interior. Open Concept Kitchen With Built
in Beer Tap and Lots of Storage. Three
Large Bedrooms. Backyard Oasis With Lush
Landscaping and Saltwater Pool.
3 BR, 2.5 BA, 1,976 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $715,000
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109 13th Ave NE
Charming Bungalow in Historic Old
Northeast. Heart of Pine Wood Floors
Throughout. Wood Burning Fireplace, New
Plumbing and Electric. Oak Tree Lined
Street. Close to Downtown St. Pete.
4 BR, 2 BA, 1,892 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $499,000
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Find a Realtor
that gets results...
®

“I must say I found the
right real estate team to
market my home. . . .There
were special challenges in
finding the right buyer to
appreciate what my home had
to offer and Julie and Kathryn,
along with their team, did not
give-up in finding the perfect
fit. The result was not only to
sell my home and find another
in St. Petersburg, which was
accomplished with great
efficiency and professionalism,
but I also made some
wonderful friends in the
process!”
Seller of 116 14th Ave NE

METRO
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

201 2nd Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

2350 14th St N
Historic Woodlawn Home Situated on Corner
Lot. Formal Living Room with Wood Burning
Fireplace, Tall Ceilings, Crown Molding and
Wood Floors. Oversized Kitchen with Gas
Appliances. Master Suite Offers a Private
Remodeled Bath with a Custom Glass Sink,
Granite Countertop and a Luxurious Full Body
Massage Shower. Two Expansive Patios Provide
Desirable Low-Maintenance Outdoor Space.
3 BR, 2 BA, 2,556 Sq Ft
Offered for $399,000
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558 25th Ave SE
Beautifully Updated Tropical Shores Florida
Ranch Style Home with Many Upgrades.
New Windows, New Roof 2015. Split Floor
Plan with Two Living Spaces. Screened
Porch. Backyard Has Room for a Pool.
3 BR, 2 BA, 2,484 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $379,900

913 42nd Ave NE
Northeast Park Shores Tropical Paradise.
Updated Kitchen with Dry Bar and Wine
Cooler. Backyard Oasis with Covered
Lanai, Pool, Tiki Bar, Green Space and
Room for Gardening.
3 BR, 2.5 BA, 1,904 Sq Ft, 1 CG
Offered for $389,000
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673 Segovia Ct NE #702
Beautiful Condo in the Gated Community
of Placido Bayou. Vaulted Ceilings create
an airy appeal in the Open Living Space.
An Updated Kitchen with Breakfast Bar
and Lots of Storage. Two Bedroom Upstairs.
Enclosed Florida Room. Community Pool.
2 BR, 2.5 BA, 1,420 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $279,000

