
Revisiting Pier Park
Will Michaels

Once again, some are debating our Pier raising the question, “Do we still need a new pier?” 
Reasons for a new pier are many. For example, there are economic arguments. In 2001, 
the Klages Group did an economic study of the Pier and determined an economic impact 

for the city of $42 million annually ($56 million in today’s dollars). However the focus of this 
article is on how the new pier harmonizes with our Downtown Waterfront Parks and bay – two 
defining features of St. Petersburg’s sense of place.

 The New Pier design was originally called Pier Park. Due to another party having copyrighted 
that name, the City no longer refers to it as Pier Park, but simply as the New St. Pete Pier. Yet 
Pier Park was a great description for the design, and we will use that name here as our focus is on 
how the New Pier mirrors the 
Waterfront Parks. The New 
Pier design is a seamless 
extension and complement to 
our storied Downtown 
Waterfront Park System and 
common space. Compared 
with the previous pier, Pier 
Park will have an irregular 
contour rather than a straight 
solid cement line. And it will 
be covered over much of its 
area with grass, native trees 
and plantings. Also, a guiding 
principle for Pier Park is 
focusing on function first, and 

Livia Zien

A building’s identity is not characterized 
solely by its architecture or construction.  
 More often than not though, a city’s 

structures outlive the public they serve. Built in 
1927, the Historic St. Petersburg YMCA was a 
flourishing center of activity for the community. 

So, if in all its majestic beauty, the building 
could recount thousands of stories, what would 
they be? Would they include the laughter of a 
little girl at a swim lesson with her parents? 
Melodic chirps of sneakers synchronized with 
rhythmic dribbling echoing through the 
gymnasium? Intense badminton and racquetball 
matches between circuit judges and attorneys at 
lunchtime? Lively socials where young men and 
women gathered? Quiet breaths from a weary 

traveler resting in a room? Major events are 
recorded in history, but what happens to the 
more personal, intimate stories of individuals? 

On June 20, 1920, a group of St. Petersburg 
businessmen formed the first YMCA in the city. 
With a goal of raising $550,000, the community 
was able to come up with the funds for 
construction entirely through donations. The 
iconic swimming pool, touted as ‘one of the 
finest in the South’ and home to hundreds of 
aquatics programs, was almost eliminated from 
the original plans because of a funding deficit 
until Mr. David S. Welch donated an additional 
$10,000 to see the project come to fruition. 
Aptly named, the David S. Welch Natatorium 
has been one of the most prominent fixtures of 
the Y throughout its history. 

The building was thought-
fully designed in the 
Mediterranean Revival archi-
tectural style by Clarence J. 
Brown of Woolpert & Brown. 
Details such as arched 
doorways adorn the entryways 
to various rooms. Wrought-
iron light fixtures, ornate 
fireplaces, and Aztec figures 
illustrated on cypress beams 
decorate the men’s and boys’ 
lounges. The varying heights 
of the patio walls allow the 
morning warmth from the 
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Rendering of the next chapter in the life of the YMCA

Like a Shot of Espresso
Rebekah Lazaridis

I’d like to introduce you to my friend, Travis Moore. Travis is 
the living definition of the word charisma. With an energy 
level comparable to a welcomed shot of espresso at 3pm, Travis 

is an entrepreneur, devoted father, and a thespian-turned-
producer with a brand-new production company developing 
roots right here in our backyard. 

We met by sharing the stage during a small (but mighty) 
production of George M! at St. Pete Little Theatre back in the 
early 2000s. My favorite memory of Travis was him trying to make 
us all laugh out loud backstage during performances. He’d have a 
performance of his own backstage, mocking the conductor of the 
orchestra out front. With his then-moppy blonde hair, he would 
bop and fling along with razor-sharp reflexes emphasizing each 
beat the orchestra plunked out. It was all we could do not to burst 
out in full guffaw laughter. Each show I performed in with him 
would include tricks like this – even on stage, which was even 
more dangerous during scenes that didn’t involve hysterical 
laughter. Over the years, Travis has continued his love for theatre 
and has made some significant strides in the professional realm, 
but there’s so much more to this great human I call friend.

A native Floridian, Travis was born in Hialeah and schooled 
for a brief time in The Keys. His father was the sports editor for 
The Clearwater Sun. His roots are Cuban as his mother and 
grandmother both lived there and worked in Ybor City creating 
beautifully crafted hand-rolled cigars, which is an art form of its 
own. One thing Travis and I have in common is that we both 
had an early start in theatre, by creating shows in own front yards 
for folks to see. Sounds like something the Old Northeast surely 
loves, especially at Halloween and the holidays! Travis has a love 
for theatre that runs deep. While an elementary student of 
Central Pinellas Christian, The Academy of Arts, a touring 
ministry drama group, came around and performed at his school. 

If These Walls Could Talk 
Reviving a Piece of History

Aerial view of Pier Park design as seen from the East. Note the extensive 
green space incorporated into the design.

Travis Moore of WeSpoke Productions
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Relax... Enjoy the view at BayView!

THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED 
FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO 
THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FOR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT. D0150,D0210,D03330

$29* New Patient Exam
& Digital XRays

*Cannot be combined with insurance

ALL MAJOR DENTAL INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

www.BayViewDental.com
111 2nd Avenue NE, #1400 – a Bay View!
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

PH:  727.873.7446
EMail:  BVDAStPete@BayViewDental.com



ST. PETERSBURG’S DREAM HOME SPECIALISTS

226 5TH AVE N (represented buyer)

DOWNTOWN ST. PETE
LIST PRICE  $489,000

222 7TH AVE N
OLD NORTHEAST

LIST PRICE  $470,000

214 7TH AVE N
OLD NE TOWNHOME

LIST PRICE  $519,000

800 17TH AVE N
CRESCENT LAKE

LIST PRICE  $699,000

1865 BRIGHTWATERS BLVD NE
BRIGHTWATERS

LIST PRICE  $2,995,000

3888 SHORE ACRES BLVD NE
SHORE ACRES

LIST PRICE  $485,000

127 WALL STREET
REDINGTON SHORES - FULLY RENOVATED

$725,000
3 beds, 3 baths  |  2,284 sqft

NATE TROTTER 405 423 1979

905 SYMPHONY BEACH LANE
EXQUISITE WATERFRONT ESTATE - 6 beds, 5 baths  |  5,494 sqft

$1,770,000   NATE TROTTER 405 423 1979

810 35TH AVE N
HISTORIC ALLENDALE HOME, 4 ½ LOTS, POOL

$1,299,000
5 beds, 3.5 baths  |  4,193 sqft

Includes guest/carriage house

SOLD, SOLD, SOLD!
Trust your home search or sale to the experience of 
our resourceful team. We listen, work hard, and get 
the results you’re looking for.

OVER $50 MILLION SOLD SINCE 2014!

210 26TH AVE N
HISTORIC OLD NE - FULLY UPDATED, POOL

$1,030,000
3 beds, 2.5 baths  |  2,710 sqft

NATE TROTTER 405 423 1979

455 17TH AVE NE
HISTORIC OLD NE, LARGE CORNER LOT 3 beds, 2.5 baths  |  2,376 sqft

$1,050,000

FIND YOUR NEW HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
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Holiday of Peace
In the Oprah Winfrey and Deepak Chopra guided meditation titled Creating 

Peace from the Inside Out: The Power of Connection, Oprah opens with the 
following quote: Let there be peace on Earth and let it begin with me.

This is often sung during the holiday season. As we draw closer to this hectic 
time of year, let’s take pause and remember that consumerism and the external 
demands of our culture are created by us. But, we can put them in a perspective 
that serves us, our families, our communities, and beyond.

When we consume excessively, we feel off-balance. We feel driven to get 
more and bigger and better. Like an addiction, there is an insatiable element 
to being an unconscious consumer. Thankfully and it’s as simple (not neces-
sarily easy) as finding peace and creating meaning in our lives.  

This issue provides many examples of living life with peace and meaning. 
In the cover story about the YMCA building, I am so grateful to the developer, 
Nicholas Ekonomou, for seeing the value in preserving this soulful place, and 
for inviting the community to share their stories. He is bringing together people, 
memories, and connections while saving an awesome building! 

Sing your heart out with joy! Read about One City Chorus (pg. 14) and believe 
that founder, Jon Atherton, is doing his part to create peace on Earth. 

And, how about delivering peace and home in one gesture! I am deeply 
touched by Father Kevin Mackin’s dedication to housing the homeless with 
dignity (see page 16). I am a huge fan of tiny houses and reusing shipping 
containers to create funky and innovative dwellings. That a local chapter of 
the KofC is thinking outside the box (no pun intended!) to create sturdy and 
safe places for our homeless to live is as meaningful as it can get.

Let there be peace on Earth and let it begin with me... and you, and you...
Jen

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Find us at www.northeastjournal.org

The Northeast Journal is an independently owned publication. Copyright © 2016. All rights reserved.
No part of this paper may be reproduced without express written permission from the publisher.

It’s not just a house, it’s a homeIt’s not just a house, it’s a home

727.409.3873
www.hefeldman.com

Providing quality home building and remodeling services 
in the Tampa Bay area, since 1974.

FELDMAN
& SON

B U I L D E R S  A N D  R E M O D E L E R S

Relax - We Make Gifting Easy!

Take the stress out of your holiday shopping by finding great gifts for 
everyone on your list at vomFASS. Our gift collection is designed to offer 
you the maximum number of options with the minimum amount of fuss. 

So kick back and relax this holiday season - we’ve got you covered!

SILENT NIGHTS

Tas te the World’s Fines t Oils, Vinegars, Spirits, and Wines Before You Buy!

300 Beach Dr. NE #105  ·  Corner of 1st St & 3rd Ave   
(727) 317-3926  ·  vomfassstpetersburg.com

FIRST RIDE IS FREE!
Beginner Classes

Cardio Rides
Express Rides
Themed Rides

Live DJ Spin Rides

CENTRAL CYCLING
is St. Pete’s newest spin studio

in the heart of the Grand Central District

Great Workout ° High Energy ° Friendly ° Experienced Certified Instructors

www.centralcycling.com

Join the Fun!



AVAILABLE SALES

725 34th Ave NE  listed at  $1,995,000
1382 Brightwaters Blvd NE  listed at  $1,250,000
101 Bay Point Drive NE listed at  $1,165,000
1600 Brightwaters Blvd NE  listed at  $1,100,000
435 10th Ave NE  listed at  $739,900
140 16th Ave NE  listed at  $520,000

Visit Our Remarkable New Listings Call us at 727-698-5708
100 Beach Drive NE Ste 102, St. Petersburg, FL 33701BONNIESTRICKLAND.COM

The Strickland Property Group feels extraordinarily 
grateful for all of the good in our lives. We are blessed 
to live in such a beautiful city, with amazing clients and 
neighbors, a dedicated team, and our families that 
provide us with overwhelming support.   
There is always something to be thankful for and 
we recognize that very special feeling this month and 
throughout the year. 
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James Martin and his wife have been residents in the historic 
Old Northeast for the past 4 years. James is a graduate of the 
USFSP, and is an everyday outdoorsman who enjoys anything 
that includes being on the water or surrounded by nature. 
[everydayoutdoorsman@gmail.com]

Linda Dobbs, 12-year ONE resident; lived/worked in 10 
states and three continents; a journalist/editor for 40 years; 
member of City’s International Relations Committee and Dali 
Guild; Tai Chi enthusiast; docent-in-training at Sunken 
Gardens. Husband Bob, three children, three grandchildren. 
[linda_dobbs@yahoo.com]

Rebekah Lazaridis is a professional scenic painter and 
gallery artist. Her work bridges the gap between visual and 
theatrical art across the Bay Area. She is the former owner of 
Eugenia Woods, and writer of “Eugenia Woods Goes...” for the 
Northeast Journal. 
[www.rebekahlazaridis.com, redlazaridis@gmail.com]

Gina Norris is a longtime resident of St. Petersburg, where 
she lives with her husband and family. She is a registered 
nurse with Pinellas County Schools and author of the children’s 
book series Livvie and Buggles. She has four children and 
three grandchildren. 
[bugglesmama@tampabay.rr.com]

Will Michaels is retired as executive director of the History 
Museum and has served as president of St. Petersburg 
Preservation and vice president of the Dr. Carter G. Woodson 
Museum of African American History. He is the author of The 
Making of St. Petersburg. 
[wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com]

Janan Talafer A long-time Snell Isle resident, Janan Talafer 
enjoys writing about people and places in St. Petersburg, her 
adopted hometown. She loves swing dancing, blues music, and 
gardening, even when the weeds threaten to overtake the yard. 
[janantalafer@gmail.com]

Emily Norton is an aspiring writer and editor who moved 
to the Old Northeast last year. She currently works as a copy 
editor and art researcher in addition to voluntarily managing 
the Charming_Old_Northeast Instagram account.
[emjnorton@gmail.com]

Livia Zien moved to the area from Washington, DC in 2000. 
She married, traveled, and changed careers from electrical 
engineering to culinary arts to teaching math. Livia (who also 
enjoys running and swimming) and her husband Greg love 
life in the ONE with their two kitties.

Becky Malowany is a Tampa Bay native, Snell Isle resident, 
freelance writer, and businesswoman. She earned her 
Master’s Degree from the George Washington University and 
Bachelor’s from FSU. Becky has a passion for travel, art, 
sports, animal welfare, and the environment. 
[rlemmon123@gmail.com]

Rick Carson has lived in St. Pete since 2001, after a career 
journey that took him from national Republican politics to the 
innkeeper of a B&B – from the cesspools of Washington to 
cleaning guestroom toilets (ask him if there is any difference). 

The Northeast Journal team takes great pride in showcasing what makes Northeast St. Pete unique, vibrant, endearing, and a little bit edgy. It is with passion 
and delight that we share with you what makes our neighborhood a source of diverse talent, neighborly focus, and steadfast camaraderie, along with a slice of 
artistic excellence.

We would like to sincerely thank and introduce our writers. The time and talent they dedicate to writing about good people, good places, and good things 
happening is what makes the Northeast Journal the quality publication that our readers have come to expect and love. Below are the writers featured in this issue, 
so check each issue to read about the people who bring you stories of all that is good in our part of town.

SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM THE NORTHEAST JOURNAL  TEAM

FROM THE NORTHEAST JOURNAL 
FAMILY, MAY YOU BE BLESSED 

 THIS YEAR AND ALWAYS.

Jeannie Carlson is a correspondent for Tampa Bay 
Newspapers, Inc. and an adjunct professor of English at local 
colleges in the area. A resident of the Old Northeast since 
2000, she is the publicity/entertainment chair for the Suncoast 
Scandinavian Club. 
[carlburn@tampabay.rr.com]

Ken Bowen is a lawyer and mediator who grew up here in 
the Old Northeast. His parents still reside in the neighborhood. 
He is a veteran who enjoys racing Xterra and swimming 
across Tampa Bay for a good cause.

Samantha Bond owns her own insurance business, and has 
lived in St. Petersburg since 2014. From Maryland, she 
relocated to Tampa, graduating from USF in 1988. Her children 
attend FSU.

Susan Williams (advertising director) has helmed the ad 
sales of the Northeast Journal since 2005. A native-New-
Yorker-turned-Florida-girl, Susan loves sharing her life and 
living in downtown St. Pete with her husband Dave, her dear 
parents, friends, and her cat Pete.
[727-259-3149, northeastjournal@gmail.com]

Susan Alderson (managing editor/photographer), a native 
of St. Petersburg, has lived in the Old Northeast since she 
was 5 years old. She is the mother of four children and grand-
mother of two. Along with photography, Susan loves being 
the managing editor of this publication. 
[editor@northeastjournal.org]

Jen MacMillen (publisher) began her publishing business in 
San Francisco in 1988. Today, she publishes four print journals 
featuring communities in Vermont, New Hampshire, and here 
in St. Pete. Jen has two daughters, Dewey and Maisie, and 
enjoys being together any free time the three have. And she 
loves growing her good-news-only publishing business.

Jamie Mayo (distribution/subscription mgr) is from Strongsville, 
OH, came to Florida in 1979, and owns  Wife – for  hire. She 
partnered with the Journal in 2004, having many roles, 
currently  distribution, door-to-door, and subscriptions. She 
has 6 amazing children including adopted and in-law. “My 
other love is Jesus, who gratefully gets me through each day.”

Amy Tietjen Smith (operations manager) works behind the 
scenes at our Vermont office, managing the details and 
logistics that keep things moving along for our publications. 
Amy enjoys travelling with her family, volunteering, attending 
local music and arts events, and pursuing needlework hobbies 
– especially smocking and heirloom sewing.

Julie Johnston (art director/copy editor/sometimes writer) 
says, “Graphic design is ‘home’ for me. It’s a natural fit for my 
synesthetic mind.” Julie is a freelance graphic designer, theatre 
technician, and gemologist. And that’s her fur-baby who was 
found... in a box! His name is, of course, Jack in the Box.
[johnstongraphicdesigner@gmail.com]
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James Martin

When friends and family visit our beautiful 
Sunshine City, the question often 
becomes, where exactly should I go? 

What highlights the vivid history of St. Pete, is 
tons of fun, doesn’t cost an arm and a leg, and isn’t 
too touristy? There are obvious must-sees like our 
world-class beaches, a visit to our local museums, 
a stroll along Beach Drive, and shopping at the 
Saturday Morning Market, but there’s also a bevy 
of local hidden gems steeped in history. Visitors 
and long-time residents alike may be unaware that 
St. Pete is home to the very first-of-its-kind 
exclusive Shuffleboard Club. A quick visit to their 
website and you’ll find its founding dates to 1923, 
when two courts were built by the city, at the 
insistence of one Phineas T. Ives, a jeweler from 
Connecticut who had caught the shuffleboard 
bug. By 1924, a group of enthusiasts, six in all, 
decided to open a shuffleboard club, and 
appropriately named it, the St. Petersburg Mirror 
Lake Park Shuffleboard Club. Although 
shuffleboard had arrived in St. Pete, the 1920s 
wasn’t the birth of shuffleboard. Historically 
speaking, it’s been around for centuries.

Shuffleboard traces its roots to 15th-century 
England where its wealthier citizens indulged in a 
table game called ‘shove groat’ in which a 4-pence 
coin was slid across a table. The game tagged along 
with the British Military as they made of habit of 
colonizing far-reaching shores, including our own, 
where we can find mention of men wasting their 
days on the shuffleboard court. Shuffleboard, friendly 
competition, and few drinks have always gone 
together, or at least so it seems. Fast-forward to the 
early years of the 20th century, and shuffleboard had 
gained a lasting footing in Sunny St. Pete. 

After its humble beginnings in 1923, it 
continued to grow. On the precipice of the Second 
World War, the club boasted 4,000 members and 
an astounding 116 courts. By comparison, when a 
civilian draft was issued for the war, roughly 9,800 people were registered in all of 
Pinellas County. The sport was certainly enjoying its heyday. By the end of the 
war, population was booming, spurred by former servicemen returning to the site 
of their wartime training, and trading in the colder climates in the North for 
sunny Florida.  In all of Florida, almost a million new residents arrived between 
1940 and 1950 alone. 

The growth of shuffleboard coincided with 
this boom and membership spiked above 5,000 
through the 1950s and 60s. By the 1970s, the 
courts celebrated their 50-year anniversary. As 
with anything, popularity ebbs and flows, and 
shuffleboard was no exception. As people 
became interested in other things, shuffle-
board courts were no longer regarded as a 
gathering place for the community, and 
membership dwindled. 

Perhaps a highlight during this time was the 
1980s movie Cocoon which had scenes shot at 
the club. Personally, that’s how I knew about 
shuffleboarding in St. Pete. I’ve always been 
interested in movies that were shot locally. 
(I’m still searching for the sailboat The Barnacle 
in John Candy’s Summer Rental that served as 
a dockside fish restaurant.)

Today you will find a renaissance happening 
at the St. Petersburg Shuffleboard Club. Young 
and old, families, friends, solo players, tourists 
and die-hard locals – you’ll find them all, 
joined together under the common banner of 
friendly competition on the courts. On Friday 
nights from 7-11pm, the club welcomes all – 
members and non-members alike – to bring a 
group of friends, your favorite beverage, and 
indulge in a slice of classic St. Pete history. The 
courts are first-come-first-served, and there are 
some basic rules you should follow: remember 
that this is a private club and non-members 
are guests... please act accordingly. Don’t walk 
or write with chalk on the courts. Keep it 
friendly; it’s only a game after all. And 
donations are always welcome.

 Find that you love shuffleboard and must 
indulge on a regular basis? Become a member 
and contribute to preserving one of the most 
historic organizations in the city. One of the 
greatest things about living in our neighborhood 
is the sense of community, but that sense of 

community doesn’t exist only in the Old Northeast. It can be found in enclaves 
throughout the city, in historic places that you may not have known existed, all 
waiting to be discovered. Get out there, become a tourist in your own city, discover 
a new sport, or rediscover one you haven’t played for ages. It’s all here at your 
fingertips. Community is everywhere, and it’s definitely on display Friday nights at 
St. Pete Shuffle. 

Shuffle on Over
THE EvERYDAY OUTDOORSMAN

Looks like Chelle Pullucere is winning this game
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Shore Acres Girl Golfs at Pebble Beach
Jeannie Carlson

When 8-year old Claire Vermette 
took up golf in 2008, she had no 
idea if she would even like the 

game, much less have any inkling that she 
would ever excel at it. Eight years later 
Claire, a resident of Shore Acres and a junior 
at Northeast High School, was selected 
among 81 First Tee participants nationwide 
to play at the Nature Valley First Tee Open 
in Pebble Beach, California. The Champions 
Tournament event was held September 
13-18, 2016.  Pebble Beach is a legendary 
golf course where the likes of Arnold Palmer 
and Tiger Woods have played.

Before making the cut to go to the 
tournament at one of the most prestigious 
golf courses in America, Claire competed in some 
First Tee junior golf tournaments. The junior golf 
tournaments she had under her belt included winning 
the US Kids Tournament at West Chase in Tampa 
with a score of 78 during the summer of 2015, and 
participating in the Teen Championships in Pinehurst, 
North Carolina in July of this year. Then came an 
opportunity to be on the Golf Channel with golf pro 
and show host Martin Hall to promote the Golf 
Channel’s Golf Academy. Although, she wasn’t 
expecting to hear the results from the selection 
committee for a few more weeks, Claire learned that 
she had been selected to go to the Nature Valley First 
Tee Open during a segment of The Morning Drive on 
the Golf Channel that later aired in July.

Each of the participants at the Nature Valley First 
Tee Open was paired with his or her own golf pro. 
Claire was paired with pro John Inman. Originally 

from North Carolina, Inman has been on the PGA 
tour several years and has two wins. The 81 teams 
each had the pro play as an individual while the First 
Tee player was directed to go for birdies. “This helped 
take off the pressure,” said Claire.

Every night of the tournament there were events, 
including a private Andy Grammer concert for partici-
pants and their chaperones which was great according 
to Claire. Each participant received keepsake gifts, 
including a personalized golf bag, and a ball marker 
engraved with “2016 Nature Valley First Tee Open 
Pebble Beach” and the participant’s initials on the 
back, presented in a velvet-lined gift box. There was 
also a personalized tournament flag for each participant 
with his or her name and home town on it.

Hard work, talent, private lessons, coaches, and a 
supportive family got Claire to this point. She 
volunteers at First Tee of St. Petersburg whose mission 

is “to impact lives of young people by 
providing educational programs that build 
character, instill life-enhancing values, and 
promote healthy choices through the game 
of golf.” 

Claire is a 16-year-old who admits to 
being a voracious reader, loves Busch 
Gardens and Universal amusement parks, 
and takes her chores and homework 
seriously, in addition to her dedication to 
practicing golf. At Northeast High School, 
she ranks 17 out of 421 students academi-
cally with a weighted GPA of 4.2.

When asked about her plans for the 
future, Claire is both ambitious and 
pragmatic. Her first order of business is to 
get a college scholarship. She is looking at 

UNF, FSU, and UWF as prospects with solid golf 
programs. “My ultimate dream goal is to go pro,” said 
Claire. In the end, she wants to be in golf as a career 
in whatever capacity she can.

Pamela Arbisi, the director of  business 
development for the First Tee of St. Petersburg, 
commented on what an impressive young person 
Claire Vermette is and that she admires Claire’s 
humility. “If I had a daughter, I would want her to be 
like Claire,” said Arbisi.

Right now, Claire is still riding the high of her 
experience at Pebble Beach. Claire’s home golf course 
is Mangrove and she religiously plays practice rounds 
there with other First Tee golfers like herself. At night, 
whenever possible, she Skypes with all the new friends 
she made at the Open. Claire is an inspiring young 
lady preparing to tee-up life as well as golf.  

With personalized golf bag & flagOn the 17th hole at Pebble Beach
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Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency-Not a Bank Deposit
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Trusted Local Advisors
The professionals at BT Wealth Advisors  

and The Bank of Tampa Trust department are 

committed to taking the time to understand 

your financial goals to achieve comprehensive 

wealth management. For strategies that aim 

to build, preserve, and transition your wealth, 

contact Beth Horner at 813-998-2711 or 

Stacey Pittman at 813-998-2742.

INVESTMENT ADVISORY SERVICES ·  FINANCIAL PLANNING 

TRUST SERVICES ·  ESTATE PLANNING

Beth Horner, J.D.

Trust Director
bhorner@bankoftampa.com

Stacey Pittman CFA, CFP®

BT Wealth Advisors, Managing Director
spittman@btwealthadvisors.com
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Emily Norton

Patrick Brett’s legacy is one of compassion, focus, drive, and overcoming 
obstacles. A car accident ended his hopes of one day becoming president, 
but his values live on through a foundation created in his name. The Patrick 

for President campaign is a fundraiser organized by the Patrick Brett Foundation 
which honors a young man who was taken from his family and friends much 
too early in life, at age 19 eleven years ago. 

The Patrick Brett Foundation was the result of the Brett family and Patrick’s 
closest friends brainstorming the best way to honor Patrick’s legacy and memory. 
Their goal, according to Rachael Russell, one of the foundation’s Founding 
Friends, was to “honor a legacy in a meaningful and sustainable way.” Speaking 
with Russell, it is apparent that Patrick was adored and admired by many. She 
describes the spirit of Patrick as embodying “overwhelming compassion for 
people.” Russell recalls Patrick’s “engaging enthusiasm that lit up a room” as 
being among his many qualities.   

Wanting to honor Patrick’s legacy of compassion and service, 30 of his closest 
friends and family came together to brainstorm ideas for a foundation. They 
decided that a scholarship program aimed at students hoping to return to their 

education after overcoming an obstacle would align with Patrick’s values. The 
Patrick Brett Foundation works with St. Petersburg College to help identify 
students who are returning to a degree or certificate program after an unforeseen 
break in their educational journey. 

To Russell, these students are “invested in education and committed to going 
back to school after whatever obstacle took them out of that traditional path.” This 
scholarship foundation is unique, as there currently are no other scholarship programs 
focused on “a population of students that may have fallen through the cracks.”   

The Patrick for President campaign is the fundraiser for the foundation and 
was inspired by Patrick’s very committed desire to be president one day. Russell 
fondly notes, “I have no doubt in my mind that he would have succeeded.” The 
launch party for the campaign was the kick-off to the Patrick Brett Foundation 
and occurred on what would have been Patrick’s 30th birthday. Held at Three 
Daughters Brewing, the event drew over 300 supporters and ended with a ‘ballot 
box’ full of fundraiser funds.

A ‘Victory Party’ for the Patrick for President campaign was held on Friday, 
November 4th at the Morean Center for Clay and honored Patrick’s ongoing 
legacy, as well as the first recipient of the foundation’s scholarship. See www.
facebook.com/patrickbrettfoundation for pictures.  

Honoring the Memory of a Vibrant Young Man 

The Patrick Brett Foundation’s Founding Friends Patrick, the man behind the mission The Bretts: David, Kim, Terry, Drew & Kristen

Giving
We care about strengthening and supporting the communities we serve. Whether 

we’re volunteering with local charities or funding literacy, science and engineering 

programs in schools, we’re dedicated to making a difference every day.

Last year, our Florida employees volunteered more than 7,000 hours
with local charitable and nonprofi t organizations.

Committed to supporting our communities. 

www.duke-energy.com/Community
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129 Bay Point Drive NE 
$2,300,000 | Web ID U7791609
Alona Dishy   
727.458.8037

5366 62nd Avenue South 
$1,850,000 | Web ID U7758973
Alona Dishy   
727.458.8037

851 Brightwaters Boulevard NE
$4,350,000 | Web ID U7764553
Alona Dishy
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102 2nd Avenue NE, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701
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201 Gulf Way
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Alona Dishy 
727.458.8037

300 Beach Drive NE #403
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Jessica Denig 
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727.421.7234

555 5th Avenue NE #814 
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6833 28th Street South 
$669,000 | Web ID U7771994
Frank Fage    
727.492.7817

901 31st Avenue NE 
$699,000 | Web ID U7782406
Sandy Waterbury   
727.507.1788

2163 2nd Avenue North
$535,000 | Web ID U7788360
Kelly Lee McFrederick   
727.410.3605

4000 Beach Drive SE 
$449,000 | Web ID U7788860
Frank Fage    
727.492.7817

105 4th Avenue NE #529
$350,000 | Web ID U7793953
Jan Kokernot   
727.460.2956
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Jules Cozine: Cloudscape Artist
Janan Talafer

Standing in front of Jules Cozine’s quirky 
live-work-play studio a few blocks from 
downtown, I’m struck by the contrast. There’s 

a funky, slightly wild vibe to where she lives with her 
three children and the beautiful, ethereal paintings 
of nature that she creates. It’s a study of opposites.

A tropical jungle of plants partially screens the 
two-story, white rusticated, concrete-brick building 
that Jules and Skyler (12), Indigo (11), and Noelle (7) 
call home. Jules tells me that the building was 
constructed in 1918 and once housed St. Petersburg’s 
first hardware store. The store stocked the nails, 
hammers, and other supplies that carpenters needed to 
build the big, beautiful stately homes in the Old 
Northeast. It’s an interesting part of old St. Pete history.

The day I visited, Jules was working on her 
cloudscape series. Clouds have become her signature 
motif, she says. She also paints dreamy moonscapes, 
sunsets, and starlings in flight – an amazing 
phenomenon called murmuration. Charleston Sea, Icy 
Sky, Glow, Moonscape Terre and Evergreen Sky are a 
few of the names she’s given her works of art.

Why clouds?  On her website www.julescozine she 
writes: “The clouds parade across the sky of their own 
design. The light piercing through is brighter than 
anything around but the sun. At night, the moon 
provides the back-lighting for the clouds, adding a 
new set of colors to the palette.”

I’m reminded of the Judy Collins song Both Sides 
Now with the refrain, “Bows and flows of angel hair 
and ice cream castles in the air.”  

layered With NuaNce

Jules paints in a style that’s been described as fluid, 
soft and ephemeral. She uses subtle swirling hues of 
blues, greens, purple, magenta, and white. Up close, 
you can see there’s lots of detail, texture, and many 
layers. “More layers than you can imagine,” says Jules.  
“I lay the color in heavily with a dry brush and then 
spread and blend it in.”

The artistic movement called abstract expres-
sionism influences her work, especially artists like 
Helen Frankenthaler, who was one of several artists 
from the 1940s and ’50s who developed the unique 
style of abstract art termed ‘color field.’

ARTicles Fine Art and Custom Framing in 
downtown St. Petersburg carries her work. So does 

Anne Irwin Fine Art in Atlanta and McRae Litt Fine 
Art in Colorado.  She’s also one of the featured artists 
for Crate and Barrel.

In early fall, Jules had a three-month solo show of 
her cloudscapes at the downtown Staybridge Suites 
as part of an ongoing collaboration between ARTicles 
and the hotel. In addition, her work can be found in 
the homes of private collectors and at hotels around 
the world, from the Marriott Washington, DC to a 
hotel chain in Saudi Arabia.

“Drawing and painting have always been a passion,” 
she says. When she’s not painting cloudscapes, she’s 
also working on a new project that includes very 
realistic sketches of celebrities such as John Lennon, 
Thomas Jefferson, Jerry Garcia, and Georgia O’Keefe.

ARTIST PROFILE

$949,000

219 13th AVE NE • St. Petersburg
TEAM SILVERS

1494 52nd Ave NE • St. Petersburg
SYLVIA PALMER STEEVES

$560,000

1926 Arrowhead Drive NE • St. Petersburg
LIZ HEINKEL/SIDNEY CHANEY

$950,000

JOSEPHINE SCHAAF
727.804.4898

SIDNEY BAYNE CHANEY
727.560.2792

LIZ HEINKEL
727.239.5623

ANNALISA WELLER
727.804.6566

BIANCA & DERRICK SILVERS
 727.709.5380

SYLVIA PALMER STEEVES
727.458.4844

FEATURED LISTINGSFEATURED LISTINGS

DifferenceDISCOVER THE COASTAL

238 BEACH DRIVE NE  |   ST.  PETERSBURG, FL 33701
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atlaNta Girl

Jules grew up in Atlanta and jokes that by kinder-
garten she’d already been ‘pigeon-holed’ as an artist. 
“I drew the Thanksgiving mural of the Indians and 
the settlers, and the other kids had to color it in,” 
says Jules. “I was the designated artist even then.”

After getting her Bachelor’s degrees in both Design 
and Fine Art from the University of Georgia, she 
worked at a variety of arts-related jobs, including at 
a kitchen design store.  She also taught at several 
universities and schools. For 15 years, she was an 
instructor at the Atlanta College of Art, teaching 
architectural drafting, painting, design, space 
planning, color theory, and art appreciation and 
history.

In 2005, she completed an MFA from Georgia 
State University, where acceptance into the prestigious 
Welch School of Art & Design is limited to only seven 
students per semester. Students also receive full 
tuition waivers and a monthly stipend as teaching 
assistants. Obviously, talent is a must for acceptance.

In 2010, she decided it was time to move from 
Atlanta and the modern mid-century home where 
she and the kids had been living. “I wanted to raise 
the kids in a small town that was pedestrian-friendly 
and near the beach,” says Jules. “I’m lucky to have 
found that in spades.”

Originally, she had planned to buy the house across 
the street from where she lives now. But, when she 
went to put in a bid, there was already a contract on 
it. She was on the phone talking with the real estate 
agent when she turned around and saw a tiny for sale 

sign in the corner of the yard where she lives now.
The house was a mess.  The crank windows were 

broken with wood covering them.  No one had lived 
there in at least five years. Sinks, tile, and furniture 
for the owner’s rental properties were stored there. 
But, she put a contract on it anyway.  

ideal live/Work space

 “I wanted a big old house with a high ceilings and 
a work/live space for the kids and myself. It’s perfect,” 
says Jules. The first floor is technically classified as 
a garage but functions as the ideal art studio. 
“Between 9am and 2pm when the kids are in school, 
I come in, lock the door, and zone out. It’s my artist 
hermitage.”

There’s no heat or air conditioning in the studio, 
but in cooler weather, she can open up the big double 
doors and let the fresh air in. For light, she installed 
several big ornate chandeliers herself and added two 
windows by cutting through the masonry walls of the 
building.  Some day she hopes to remove the pull-down 
trap door that leads to the second floor and replace it 
with a spiral staircase.  Yes, she’s handy with a hammer 

and carpentry tools, she says.
The family lives upstairs in an apartment that has 

screened porches front and back which are enclosed 
and now double as bedrooms. The kids also spend a 
lot of time downstairs working on projects and hanging 
out.  “We’re always working on something,” says Jules. 
“We do lots of art together and love living so close to 
downtown. We walk everywhere and enjoy going to 
museums and galleries.” 

The Japanese exchange students who stay with 
them also join in on art projects. For the past five 
summers, the family has hosted Japanese exchange 
students through the program sponsored by the City 
of St. Petersburg and the St. Petersburg International 
Folk Fair Society or SPIFFs.

“The Japanese students are so sweet and feel right 
at home with us,” says Jules.  “We take them to 
museums, parks, baseball games, and we do art. It’s 
been a great experience for all of us.  I’m still in contact 
with all of the students.  Not a day goes by where one 
of them isn’t in touch.”

Jules creates art, shares art, lives and breathes art. 
That’s the life.   

Jules was the featured artist this fall at the Staybridge Suites artist showcase

ADvERTISE
in the JOURNAL

Contact Susan at
727.259.3149 or 

northeastjournal@gmail.com



Page 14 November/December 2016 NORTHEAST JOURNAL

St. Pete 
2842 Martin Luther King St. N.  

(727) 821-6825 
 

South Tampa 
1021 N. MacDill Ave. 

(813) 873-7428 
 RollinOats.com 

 

 

      We Have Your All - Natural Holiday Favorites   
Turkeys, Seasonal Organic Produce, Pies,  

Wines, Cheeses & More 

AROUND THE BLOCK
commoNGrouNd 

Argentinian-born artist and 
sculptor, Cecilia Lueza (center 
photo), is well known for 

creating vibrant public art pieces in 
a range of mixed media throughout 
cities in the US. 

Recently, she created Common-
Ground, the street mural for SHINE 
St. Petersburg,  on Central Avenue 
and 5th Street. 

On a bright, hot, sunny day this 
month, the final layers were added, 
but 15 minutes before the road was 
scheduled reopen, the rain came and 
washed away a little bit of their shine.  

At a later date, starting at 4AM, a 
team of approximately 40 volunteers 
tirelessly returned to make the final 
touch-ups on this historic project.  

One of those volunteers is our own 
Kathleen Barry, M.D., who lives in the 
Old Northeast (bottom photo). She 
was there for both days of painting.  

Bravo to all the volunteers who 
made this work of art come to life!

oNe city chorus

The Tampa Bay area has a new 
community chorus! The One City 
Chorus is rehearsing on Monday 
evenings at the Dr. Carter G. Woodson 
African American Museum at 2240 
9th Avenue South in St. Petersburg. 

The underlying philosophy of the 
chorus is that singing in a group builds 
community, and leads to new relation-
ships and better understanding among 
people. It’s their hope that they will 
attract singers and audience members 
from the widest possible range of 
races, cultures, creeds, and 
communities. One City believes the 
world would be a better place if 
everyone sang. That’s why the chorus 
will have no auditions. One City 
Chorus welcomes everyone  – 
experienced and inexperienced 
singers alike. Rehearsal CDs will be 
provided to help those still learning 
how to read music. 

One City hopes to make several 
brief appearances at various events in 
the late fall and January, and their first 
full-length concert is planned for 

early February. It will be titled 
Hope, Struggle and Change. 

Whether you’re a prospective 
singing member or a prospective 
audience member, we urge you to 
enter your email address on our 
homepage so we can send you 
occasional updates on our plans! 

Read about the dynamic founder 
of One City Chorus, Jon Arterton, 
at www.onecitychorus.org/meet-
the-conductor.html. His energy is 
contagious and he’ll have you 
singing in no time!

Contact Jon Arterton at info@
OneCityChorus.org.  Visit 
OneCityChorus.org to watch a 
video of rehearsal, and to learn 
more about the music they sing and 
how you can be a part of the musical 
score of St. Pete. Sing out!  
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Gina M. Norris

The Knights of Columbus organization puts an 
emphasis on serving one’s church, community, 
and family with virtue. That is exactly what is 

going on at their chapter 10157 at St. Raphael 
Church on Snell Isle.

Father Kevin Mackin visited Pinellas Hope and 
saw the sad state that the tent shelters were in. They 
leaked when it rained despite being covered with 
tarps, and they offered little in the way of comfort 
and safety. At a fundraiser dinner for Pinellas Hope 
held at St. Raphael parish on Snell Isle, Father Kevin 
approached The Knights of Columbus chapter with 
the idea to find a better option for sheltering people 
at the facility. 

Pinellas Hope opened in 2007 on 10 acres of 
property provided by Bishop Robert Lynch and the 
Diocese of St Petersburg. It was supposed to be a 
temporary pilot program that would last for 5 months. 
Today Pinellas Hope II sits on 20 acres offering a safe 
living environment for the homeless and support to 
assist them in becoming self-sufficient once again. It 
has a community center, kitchen, meeting rooms, 
and a covered dining area, as well as 80 apartments. 
Ministries provided there in addition to shelter are 
food, clothing, adult education, and medical care. 
The residents must undergo a complete background 
check before being accepted into the program. The 
facility has people ranging in age from 18 years to 
others in their late 80s, but no children or families. 

Most of these people live in tents. Residents use a 
mat to sleep on and a plastic bin to hold their 
belongings. But the tents that most of the homeless 
sleep in are not in optimal condition. Father Kevin 
had a vision: There had to be a better way.

At the fundraiser, Father introduced Kevin 
Greeno, a local painting company owner, to Mark 
Dufva, the CEO of Catholic Charities. Kevin then 
toured Pinellas Hope. “I was blown away by the lack 
of proper housing we have in our community for our 
fellow brothers and sisters,” Kevin told me.

The Knights formed a task force based on their 
First Degree principle of charity. The Grand Knight, 
Jerry Sirgey, appointed Kevin Greeno to lead the task 
force. The committee was comprised of structural 
engineers, architects, electrical engineers, and 
general contractors. One of those contractors, Jimmy 
Schmidt (owner of St. Petersburg Building and 
Restoration), had been developing ideas for tiny 
houses built by using shipping containers. He told 
me that his concept was originally intended for use 
by millennials who might be looking for smaller, more 
affordable housing options after finishing college. 
The committee researched other types of housing 
that could be employed – for instance, composite or 
plastic injection homes – but they kept coming back 
to the shipping containers. The containers are sent 
from China carrying higher-end clothing and are 
only used once. After they arrive to the port and are 
emptied, they are stacked and left to disintegrate. 
These containers are clean, sturdy, durable, and 

readily available. They are also strong enough to 
stand up to hurricane conditions.  It made sense. 
Especially since 140 tents had previously been 
destroyed in weather events, displacing the residents 
who have hardly anything but a tent. Catholic 
Charities had to use emergency funds to replace 
them. 

Once they decided on the shipping containers, 
Kevin and Jimmy, along with partner and general 
contractor Patrick Millrons, worked on different 
models that could be made using the containers and 
brought them to Catholic Charities, which operates 
Pinellas Hope. 

Mr. Greeno relates, “I have been involved with 
hundreds of projects in the past, and never before 
have I felt the Holy Spirit as I do with this one. The 
Holy Spirit opened doors for this to happen.”

As of September, financial commitments total 
$700,000 with other potential donors in discussion 
with Catholic Charities. Kevin is also thankful for the 
municipalities of St. Petersburg and Pinellas Park. 
“Without leadership and compassion from each of 
these government agencies, human beings would be 
living in tents indefinitely.” He says, “It’s a very touching 
moment when you see a person who has nothing 
move from a tent to a safe, stable environment. I 
have had tears in my eyes many times when residents 
have shared their stories with me.”

The project is now named Housing of Hope, and 
their goal is to replace all of the tents with the Hope 
Cottage concept. 

Housing the Homeless with Love and Dignity
GOODNESS InDEED

Finished Hope Cottages Father Kevin Mackin

Loading on transport truck to go to Pinellas Hope Painted interior walls, flooring, and bunkInside view of shipping container
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A shipping container is delivered to the facility on 21st Street South where 
the transformation process takes place. A two-man crew will work hard over the 
next seven days. Welders cut out doors, windows, and air conditioning spaces. 
The inside is wired for lighting and foam panels, and fire-blocking, doors, windows, 
and roof panels are put in place. Once painted, the unit is ready to go, complete 
with three separate units. At Pinellas Hope, a temporary resident will be housed 
for 90 days. They are assigned a caseworker who assists in gaining self-sufficiency 
through finding jobs and housing placement. The case manager also checks in 
with them after they leave Pinellas Hope. To date, twelve units have been placed 
on site, and there are four more in production. Each unit houses three individuals.

Kevin is humbled by the opportunity to be involved in this effort. “In my 
opinion, I have received way too much credit for the work of many. In any project 
costing millions of dollars, there are many unsung heroes,” Kevin told me. He 
credits Father Kevin Mackin’s vision, Mark Dufva’s kind ear and open heart, and 
the community leaders involved. “This project is dead in the water from day one 
without them!” Kevin said.

Kevin also believes that each spoke in the wheel of success is dependent upon 
all the others, and none is more important or greater than the others. “I have 

truly seen the generosity of people in this. It could be a small check or a helping 
hand. Some checks and hands are larger than others, but none is less important.”

Kevin is emphatic in saying that this was, is, and always will be a Knights of 
Columbus project. The Knights are men of honor, dignity, and trust, without the 
need of fanfare or fame – men who give so much of themselves to help those who 
are less fortunate. “I have been touched mostly by the compassion of these men 
and the support of their families,” Kevin said. “Much like folks who do mission 
work, it’s not about the money or the fame. In my opinion, it is about the life 
you live between the day you are born and the moment you pass.”

Housing of Hope would like Pinellas Hope to be an example of a living 
community of hope for other places throughout the world. Kevin finishes with, 
“In this Catholic Year of Mercy, this is our contribution.” 

If you are interested in helping Housing of Hope, you can visit their webpage. 
There you can also see a video that follows a resident during her stay and learn 
more about the community.  

For more information, please visit these websites. Housing of Hope: www.housingofhope.
com. Pinellas Hope: www.pinellashope.org. Knight of Columbus: www.kofc.org/en.  
Fr. Kevin Mackin: www.hnp.org/who-we-are/our-friars/friar-stories/fr-kevin-mackin-ofm

Scott J. Petrucci, ChFC®  727.525.8484
spetrucci@pfginc.com // 6345 Tanglewood Dr NE, St. Petersburg

Serving the Tampa Bay Area for 28 years

Looking to Create a Financial Plan?
We help simplify

complex financial matters
while managing risk

Scott Petrucci provides:
• Customized fee-based planning with a relationship

• A uniquely handcrafted asset allocation model that captures all of
your assets on a single page, quarterly with a personalized commentary

• A competitive money management fee structure 
• Knowing that a professional is helping you

monitor your financial situation

Registered Representative offering securities through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, member FINRA/SIPC. 
Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity. Advisory Services and Financial Planning offered through Vicus Capital Inc.,
a Federally Registered Investment Advisor. Investments and Services available to residents of FL, GA, SC, NC, NJ, CA, MI, OH, VA, MO, IL, TN.
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Linda Dobbs

Shannon Van Alsburg is a woman of many skills, 
but the craft of quilt making is a legacy she is 
passing on with fervor. Many people may whistle 

while they work, and she probably hums while she 
quilts, but she also sings professionally with a modern 
country band.

The singing quilter has created 5th Gen Quilts 
on Facebook to showcase her one-of-a-kind creations. 
Quilting is her heritage. She is the fourth quilter in 
her family. The first was her great-grandmother, then 
her grandmother, her mother, and now her 
12-year-old daughter, Rowan, is the fifth.

Shannon’s mother, opened her own shop, Quilter’s 
Quarters, in Leavenworth, Kansas. It was named one 
of the top-10 quilting stores in America. It had 10 
quilters who designed and sewed the quilts, and now 
it is exclusively an online business. 

Twenty years ago, Shannon’s first foray into quilt 
making started when she designed a quilt especially 
for a friend who was having a baby. (That baby is 
now in college!) “I still make baby quilts,” she notes, 
“but mostly the ones I make now are designed to 
hang on the wall.” One of her favorite quilts, which 
hangs on her wall, is a 75-year-old, blue-and-white, 
baby quilt that belonged to her husband’s father.  

“Quilting has changed over the years,” explains Shannon, adding, “They have 
a more modern look. The decorative parts of the quilts are still hand-stitched, with 
batting as the filler, but the piecing together is now done by machine,” she explains. 
“And, you can download patterns for machine stitching from the internet!”

Now Shannon and Rowan design and work on 
quilts in their down time. Rowan is a student at 
Lutheran Church of the Cross Day School, and is 
also an artist. Shannon is, in her words, “Dabbling 
in painting and now making jewelry.” 

Shannon is an independent communications 
consultant during the day, as well as lead singer with 
the John Kelly Band at night. They do Americana-
style music, described as modern country. Maybe you 
have heard them at the Ale and Witch in July. They 
will be at Three Daughters Tavern in November.

Always into music, Shannon played trumpet in 
the fifth grade, and then piano. She started singing 
professionally with cover bands about 20 years ago 
in the Washington DC area. She and husband, Mike, 
came here for vacation 14 years ago and fell in love 
with St. Petersburg. “We had a race to see who could 
get the best job here the fastest – he won,” Shannon 
reminisces. Rowan was born here and Shannon’s 
family is nearby.  “It’s the first time in my life that all 
of my family is here around us,” she points out.

Shannon was an ‘Army Brat’ growing up, living 
in Berlin and Heidelberg, Germany; North and 
South Carolina; Kansas; Georgia and Texas. “As a 
kid, I didn’t love moving all the time,” she notes, 
“but now I see it differently.” She even confesses to 
some wanderlust. But, St. Petersburg is her home. 

Shannon’s heartfelt words, about her devotion to St. Petersburg, say it all: “I 
have never lived any place that supported the arts as much as St. Pete. Local 
businesses get involved displaying art, and restaurants hire local musicians!” St. 
Pete wins again!  

Quilting Her Life Away and Singing

Shannon and her daughter Rowan Using her generational skills
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Rebecca Malowany

BlessiNG of the pets oN sNell isle

On Tuesday, October 4th, St. Raphael Catholic Church on Snell Isle 
held a blessing of the pets on the Feast Day of St. Francis, the patron 
saint of animals. The event was open to all pets, ages, denominations, 

and walks of life throughout the community. Most people brought their 
dogs, but there also was a cat – on a leash no less! It was an amazing sight.

The rain storms did not manage to keep anyone away. Over twenty-five 
residents from across Snell Isle and St. Pete turned out to have their beloved 
pets blessed. Those unable to attend or who wanted a blessing bestowed on 
a deceased pet were encouraged to send photos of their pets to the church.  

The service lasted for approximately twenty minutes, and all who 
attended were thankful for the blessing!

* * * * *

sipoa voluNteer appreciatioN aNd  
sNell isle meet & miNGle

On Tuesday, August 23rd, the Snell Isle Property Owners Association 
(SIPOA) held a volunteer appreciation party and neighborhood meet-and-
mingle at Harvey’s 4th Street Grill. The party was a celebration of thanks 
to all of the neighborhood volunteers who donated their time, talents, and 
money toward the Snell Isle Beautification Project – an ongoing endeavor 
consisting of giving facelifts to 41 planters and 120 animal statues throughout 
Snell Isle.

Dozens of Snell Isle residents and SIPOA board members were in 
attendance for the festivities. Rita Tallent and Sunnie McClain planned 
the event, and Harvey’s supplied a wonderful spread of delectable bites. 
Volunteer project coordinator, Bonnie Hargrett, was honored and presented 
with a pair of lion statues in appreciation for all of her hard work in organizing 
the beautification project, volunteers, and restoration of all of the statuary 
on the Isle. The beautification project has proven to be a huge success.

SIPOA would like to remind residents that the beautification project is 
ongoing, and volunteers for watering planters and restoring animal statuary 
are still needed. If you are interested in helping out, then please contact 
Bonnie Hargrett at bonniehargrett@gmail.com. 

* * * * *

siGN up for sNell isle alerts aNd the NeW ZoNe alerts

Are you new to Snell Isle? Are you aware that the Snell Isle Property 
Owners Association (SIPOA) provides residents with a valuable email alert 
system? If not, then please visit SIPOA’s website, www.enjoysnellisle.com, 
and sign up for Snell Isle Alerts. Each week, the Snell Isle Alert is emailed 
to all who are signed up to receive it. The bulletin provides up-to-date 
information on crime and safety, road closures, events, meetings, lost or 
missing pets, and other vital information to the community.  Email addresses 
remain private and are never used for marketing purposes.

SIPOA recently added a new ‘zone’ email alert system. Currently, there 
are four zones of Snell Isle covered by this new service. Each area has an 
individual volunteer coordinator. The zone alerts cover crime reports and 
any other issues affecting each respective zone or area. 
•	Frieda	Class	represents	the	area	in	and	around	Raphael	Blvd	NE
•	Bonnie	Hargrett	represents	Monterey	Blvd	NE	and	Almedo	Way	NE
•	Matt	Weidner	represents	Eden	Isle
•	Dot	Admire	represents	the	area	of	34th	Avenue	NE	from	Polar	Street	

NE to Snell Isle Estates
Everyone is encouraged to sign up for their respective zone alerts. If you 

are interested in receiving zone email alerts or setting up an email alert for 
your immediate neighborhood, please contact Bonnie Hargrett at bonnie-
hargrett@gmail.com. 

* * * * *

do you have a story idea for the paNther?
It’s the holiday season! Do you have a holiday party that you would like 

covered by the Northeast Journal? Do you have a story idea or event that 
you would like covered on Snell Isle? If so, please contact Rebecca Malowany 
at rlemmon123@gmail.com. Riley Russo with her dog Sage

Kate and Henry Thompson with Murray

Dennis, Reece, and Jocelyn Russo with Gator

SIPOA directors Rita Tallent and Warren Eisenhower  
with Marian Moore

Bud Risser and Ed Montanari

Chris and Pat Harris with George Stovall

Patricia Calvert, Sunnie McClain,Rita Tallent and 
Erin Youngblood

Snell Isle beutification leader Bonnie Hargrett and 
SIPOA vice president Dot Admire
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Quarterly NeiGhBorhood 
meetiNGs

The next neighborhood meeting 
will be on Monday, November 14, 
at Westminster Church, featuring 

guest speaker City Council member 
Darden Rice, who will address current 
issues before City Council. There will 
also be special recognitions of outstanding 
neighbors as well as the election of board 
members for the coming year. (If you are 
interested in serving on the board, 
contact HONNA president Peter 
Motzenbecker at petermotz@aol.com. 
We’ll be enjoying coffee and special 
desserts from Black Crow Coffee. The 
social time begins at 6:45pm and the 
meeting will get underway at 7pm.

The September neighborhood 
meeting was held on Monday, 

We want to share our neighbors’ 
thoughts about what it means to be 
neighborly in The Historic Old Northeast. 
Won’t you join us! 

Send your thoughts about The Historic 
Old Northeast (100 words or less) to 
nsnaeditor@aol.com. 

September 19, and attendees heard 
presentations by Martha Boden, who 
previewed the new SPCA Veterinary 
Center opening at 3250 5th Avenue 
N, where it will be offering a range of 
comprehensive pet care services (www.
spcatampabay.org/veterinary-center); 
and Libby Carnahan (Florida Sea 
Grant Agent for the UF/IFAS 
Extension in Pinellas County), who 
discussed the impact of rising sea levels 
on our City and neighborhood (http://.
pinellas.ifas.ufl.edu/marine/Climat-
eChangeandSeaLevelRise.shtml). 

The audience also received an update 
on recent criminal activity in the ONE 
from our community police officer, 
learned more about our monthly porch 
parties from coordinator Susan 
Arsenault, and plans for the December 
11th Candlelight Tour of Homes from 
committee chair Melissa Clark.

spiffiNG up WestmiNster 
church GrouNds

HONNA is in the midst of helping 
enhance the landscaping of Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, which closed over 
a year ago. We started with the sign on 
the corner of 1st Street and 11th Avenue 

NE, where we will use it to announce 
special events and seasonal words of 
good cheer. HONNA has replaced the 
old sign, and we are now working on the 
lighting. We have also moved on to the 
grounds, where I spent a recent Saturday 
removing overgrown vegetation and 
debris in the playground space and the 
neglected garden near the church 
entrance. A week later, a bunch of 
volunteers gathered with me to continue 
the clean-up, and we acknowledged the 
fall season with decorations in front of 
the building. Some pressure washing, 

painting, and planting may be coming, 
but these details and issues are still under 
discussion. No one knows when or if the 
church will reopen, but HONNA’s goal 
is to help keep it looking like the good 
neighbor it has always been. We think 
this is a helpful way for your neigh-
borhood association to say ‘thanks’ to 
the place where we continue to hold 
many of our events and programs. Stay 
tuned for more information or email 
volunteers@honna.org if you’d like to 
lend a hand. 

- Peter Motzenbecker, HONNA President

Your Historic Old Northeast 
Neighborhood Association 
invites and encourages you to 

stay connected and on top of programs, 
events and other happenings in our 
neighborhood. Want to learn more 
about the neighborhood, become 

involved, share ideas, learn about 
events and dates of Porch Parties, and 
provide feedback? Use social media and 
‘Like’ and ‘Share’ our Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/honnaorg. We 
want to hear from you! 

Ways to stay coNNected:
•	Visit	the	HONNA	website.

www.honna.org
•	Become	a	member	of	HONNA.	

You’ll receive periodic informative 
email announcements.
www.honna.org/get-involved

•	Volunteer	for	a	project,	program	or	
event (such as Trunk or Treat, the 
Candlelight Tour of Homes, Porch 
Parties, Crime Watch). For more 
info contact Nikki Taylor at 
volunteers@honna.org. 

•	Follow	HONNA	on	Facebook.
www.facebook.com/honnaorg

•	Follow	HONNA	on	Twitter	and	
Instagram. There are two ways you 
can engage on both Twitter and 
Instagram: @honnastpete (Twitter/
Instagram) or tie everything 
together at #honnastpete. For 

instance, if you take a photo or 
write a tweet regarding HONNA, 
you can bring it to HONNA’s 
attention by using the hashtag 
#honnastpete. 

•	Join	NextDoorOldNortheast.	This	
is a private social network just for 
residents of our neighborhood. 
HONNA is not affiliated with 
Nextdoor.com, and the views 
expressed by members are their 
personal views and do not always 
reflect views of the association.
www.nextdoor.com

Unique and beautiful, Granada Terrace was developed in the ’20s boom era as an exclusive enclave of Mediterranean 
Revival homes, clearly identified by the white pillars, a central parkway, concrete monuments, and custom street signs. 
Located along Coffee Pot Bayou, the views are spectacular, but what makes this ’hood so special are the neighbors! 

We work hard and play hard. We have gathered on several occasions to paint the monuments – all of them! Lots of events: 
block parties, BBQs, Oktoberfests, chili cook-offs, Halloween parties, homemade ice cream, and happy hours to name a few.  
Residents here love their old homes and meticulously 
maintain them, abiding by the Local Historic District 
preservation requirements... which may be inconvenient 
but are absolutely necessary to maintain the ambience 
of the area. Some people even find pictures of their 
homes from the 1920s to replicate paint colors and 
awnings. Now THAT’S neighborhood pride! Granada 
Terrace is a fabulous place to enjoy life!

Susie McGarry
 23rd Avenue NE

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF COMMUNITY •  •  • 1911-2011

ST. PETE’S JEWEL ON TAMPA BAY
Rick Carson, editor      nsnaeditor@aol.com

OLD
NORTHEAST
NEIGHBORLINESS
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halloWeeN iN the ’hood

HONNA got into the swing of Halloween with its 
popular annual Halloween Porch Party hosted by Steve 
Deal and Frank Hay. That was followed by the third 
annual Trunk or Treat gathering on Halloween Eve in 
the Westminster Church parking lot, with thanks to 
Natalie DeVicente, HONNA’s events chair, for coordi-
nating the festivities. As in recent years, HONNA 
once again paid the City ($756) to cover a portion of 
the costs for street closures, and off-duty police and a 
cruiser on several blocks of 16th and 17th Avenues 
NE. This helped facilitate the extravagant displays and 
activities provided by many of the homeowners on 
these blocks who go to considerable personal expense 
to enliven Halloween for thousands of our residents 
and visitors from miles away who come to enjoy what 
the ONE has to offer on Halloween. HONNA also 
selected for special recognition three creatively-
decorated homes. Check out photos of these events at 
www.HONNA.org.

resideNtial parkiNG proGram

At the request of affected residents, and working 
with the City, HONNA helped facilitate a new 
Residential Parking Program zone in a section of the 
Old Northeast. Continual parking issues in the south 
part of the neighborhood have frustrated many residents, 
and in a local referendum in the affected area, 70% of 
those residents voted in support of a new RPP zone. 
City Council recently unanimously approved the RPP 
with a planned inception date of January 1, 2017. The 
boundaries of the zone will be Beach Drive NE on the 
east, 3rd Street N on the west, 5th Avenue N on the 
south, and 7th Avenue N on the north. All residents 

within the zone will be advised to purchase their 
permits effective January 1, though enforcement will 
not begin until February 1. The City will be sending 
advisory information and instructions to the zone 
residents and those living on the border areas (8th Ave 
N/NE and 3rd Street N). Visitors will be subject to 
two-hour limits between 8am-8pm daily. A special 
shout-out to neighbors Neverne Covington, Sylvia 
Hoyt, and Bob Birkenstock for their commitment to 
this cause.

- Ron Magray, HONNA Traffic & Parking Chair

the rapidly chaNGiNG character of our 
historic NeiGhBorhood 

“Private developers and contractors have targeted 
a broad area of northeast St. Petersburg for 
development of new apartments, condominiums, and 
homes.” If you think you read this just last week, think 
again. The quote is from an article published by the 

St. Petersburg Times in April 1988! Although the area 
referred to includes 5th Avenue to 22nd Avenue and 
MLK Street to the Bay, the concern for Old Northeast 
residents was the same then as it is today.

What is not the same is the outcome. Fortunately, 
the majority of the redevelopment experienced by 
the neighborhood in the 1990s was revitalization and 
renovation rather than demolition and new 
construction. And in 2003, the ONE became the 
largest National Register Historic District in Florida.

Many see the charm and diversity of the neigh-
borhood – with its various architectural styles, house 
sizes and ages – and income of residents threatened 
by this tremendous development boom. It is not just 
the dilapidated and termite-infested properties that 
are being demolished, but houses with many years of 

life left in them. The majority are contributing 
buildings to our National Register Historic District.

Since the City adopted new Land Development 
Regulations (LDRs) in 2007, 49 new homes have 
been built or are now under construction in the Old 
Northeast. In many ways, the new LDRs were 
successful in supporting neighborhood character. 
However, with our booming economy, the size, mass, 
and scale of much of the new construction is 
overwhelming the existing housing stock. These 
houses do not fit within the context or complement 
the established character of the Old Northeast, often 
towering over their neighbors and covering most of 
the lot. The diversity of our residents, as well as size 
options for different stages in life, are threatened.

What can you do? If you are planning to sell your 
home, consider selling it to a private buyer, not a 
developer. It is a seller’s market right now and you will 
get your price. It may take a few weeks, but someone 
will come along who wants to settle near downtown 
and loves the ‘community’ feel of the Old Northeast 
– not to mention the charm of our older homes.

Landmarking is another option. A number of 
homeowners are pursuing individual historic 
designation for their homes, as it is more difficult to 
tear down a landmarked house. There are benefits and 
responsibilities involved, but your home will be 
protected and eligible for the City’s tax abatement 
program for improvements. Groups of homeowners can 
also create small historic districts. (Granada Terrace 
has about 70 homes, and newly designated Lang Court 
off 4th Avenue N consists of only 12 homes.) A house 
does not have to be large and grand to qualify. For more 
information on historic designation, contact Derek 
Kilborn at the City’s Preservation Office (893-7872). 
To become involved in HONNA’s preservation efforts, 
contact me at rlreed@tampabay.rr.com.

Robin Reed, HONNA Historic Preservation cCo-chair

oN the caleNdar 
Check www.honna.org for details on these and 

other events.
•	Saturday,	November	12 

Paper Shredding Party  
Westminster Church parking lot

•	Monday,	November	14 
Quarterly neighborhood meeting and election 
of Board members 
Westminster Church

•	Sunday,	December	11 
19th Annual Candlelight Tour of Homes 

•	Monday,	December	19 
Annual Neighborhood Holiday Party  
Old Northeast Tavern

One of the four century-old houses on adjacent blocks of 5th 
Avenue N/NE, which have been demolished in recent months.

19th Annual
Historic Old Northeast Neighborhood Association

CANDLELIGHT TOUR OF HOMES
Sunday, December 11, 2016  3-8pm

Tickets available
November 14 – December 10 

at Pre-sale Ticket Outlets
For more information, call 727-269-5521 

or visit www.HONNA.org
$20 In Advance

––––––––––––––––––––$25 Day of  the Tour
Beginning at 2:30pm at Westminster Palm View

939 Beach Drive NE

For a list of  outlets, please visit
www.honna.org/events/2016-candlelight-tour

St. Petersburg Ballet Company proudly presents

THE PALLADIUM THEATER
253 5th Avenue N, St. Petersburg

 FRI, DEC 2 7:30pm
 SAT, DEC 3 2pm & 7:30pm
 SUN, DEC 4 3pm

 $12 Children
 $12 Seniors
 $24 Adults

The

Nutcracker
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Ken Bowen

Expanding the pie is a concept 
that refers to increasing the 
mutual benefit to all parties 

involved.
This marks my fourth year 

participating in the Tampa Bay 
Frogman Swim, a fundraiser for the 
Navy SEAL Foundation. Every 
year, I am blown away by the 
generosity that my friends and 
family show through their 
donations. This year I wanted to 
‘expand the pie’ by increasing the 
amount raised for this important 
cause, while mutually benefitting 
those who donate and participate. 
Thus the idea for the Frogman Feast 
was born.

One needs only to look around 
downtown St. Pete to realize that 
we are rapidly becoming a culinary 
hotspot. With the 
expansion of cutting-
edge restaurants, local 
consumers are becoming 
more sophisticated, and 
the local foodie 
population is growing. 

I reached out to an 
old college friend, Chef 
Dean James Max, who 
happens to be one of the 
finest chefs in the 
country. Chef Max was 
crowned the King of 
American Seafood in 
2010, received multiple 
James Beard nominations 
for Best Chef: South, 
made numerous television appearances, and currently operates eight restaurants 
here in North America as well as in the Caribbean. When I pitched the concept 
to Chef Max, he responded with, “my travel schedule is super tight, but for that 

cause, I’ll make it happen.” Chef 
Max told me we would need a local 
chef to partner with, and he 
recommended Chef Tyson Grant of 
Parkshore Grill, as they had met 
previously at a food and wine festival 
in the Cayman Islands.  

Chef Grant was excited about the 
idea so we met for a brainstorming 
session, and decided on a tasting 
event that could accommodate a 
large and diverse group. Chef Grant 
suggested we talk to Mike Hastings 
of 3 Daughters Brewing about 
holding the event amongst the 
grandeur of the glistening tanks in 
the brewery’s brand-new 10,000-
square-foot warehouse. Mike, a West 
Point graduate and staunch supporter 
of veterans’ causes, was excited to let 
us host the event in his new space.

We have an all-star line-up of 
chefs, most notably 
Chef Jeremy Ford, fresh 
off his win on Bravo’s 
Top Chef. Between 
running Miami Beach’s 
acclaimed Matador 
Room for the renowned 
Chef Jean Georges, and 
flying all over the world 
doing appearances, 
Chef Ford was moved 
enough by this cause to 
fit it into his schedule. 
We also have Chef 
David MacLennan of 
the award-winning 
James Republic in Long 
Beach California; Chef 

Paula DaSilva from the show Hell’s Kitchen; Chef Joe Mizzoni, formerly of the 
Brazzerie in Grand Cayman, and recently returned from a year long culinary tour 
that took him around the globe.

Celebrity Chefs Raise Money for  
Navy SEALs at the Inaugural Frogman Feast 

Chef Tyson Grant

Chef Jeremy Ford
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Chef Paula DaSilva Chef Dean Max

Representing St. Pete will be the extremely 
talented culinary team of Locale’s Farm Table 
Restaurant, and the sage of St. Pete’s culinary scene, 
Chef Tyson Grant of Parkshore Grill. Our dessert will 
be created by Leslie Ciccone of Swah-rey. Leslie and 
her husband have used their backgrounds in culinary 
arts to create a cutting edge dessert concept that we 
think fits well with this event. Leslie was excited 

about the chance to support this cause, and Swah-rey 
will be pairing up with one of our corporate sponsors, 
veteran-owned sports-drink company, Kill Cliff, by 
using one of Kill Cliff’s products in its dessert concept. 
There will be Gold Star families at the event, and we 
will have a silent auction with some very nice items 
up for bid.

What began as an idea grew into one of the most 
unique food events ever hosted in St. Petersburg. 
The visiting chefs will get exposure to a burgeoning 
culinary market; the local chefs will get to network 
with chefs from across the country; and those 
donating to the cause will get to enjoy some amazing 
food, wine, beer, and dessert in a beautiful and 
unique setting. 

All proceeds will go to the Tampa Bay Frogman 
Swim / Navy SEAL Foundation, a charity that 
received the coveted four-star rating by Charity 
Navigator, and whose mission it is to provide 
immediate and ongoing support and assistance to the 

Naval Special Warfare community and their families 
during times of illness, death, and transition. We 
expanded the pie!

The Frogman Feast will take place on Sunday, 
November 27, from 4-7pm at 3 Daughters Brewing. 
Tickets can be purchased at Brownpapertickets.com, 
search for ‘Frogman Feast.’  Or find us at www.
facebook.com/frogmanfeast. 

Shorecrest Recognized as an Apple Distinguished School 

Shorecrest is an independent, nonsectarian, 
coed, college preparatory day school for students 
in preschool through high school, located in 
St. Petersburg, Florida. Proven results since 1923. 5101 1st St. NE | St. Petersburg, FL 33703| 727-522-2111

Recognized for its innovative teacher-leaders, its successful 1:1 iPad Program implementation, and the
thoughtful integration of technology throughout its PK-12 program. Learn more at www.shorecrest.org.
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DINING OUT

marchand’s
VINTAGE DINING

RediscoveR ouR 1925
classic dining Menu
Design a four star, three-course meal with choices from two appetizers, three 
entrees and two desserts, always for just $19.25.
Plus enjoy specially-paired wines with each course at only $8 a glass.

727.824.8072
marchandsbarandgrill.com

Starter                          
Ham & white bean soup, combread crouton  or Panzanella, heirloom tomato salad pickled onions

Choice of Entrée

Short rib Bourguignon pappardelle pasta, roasted carrots, cipollini onion, tomato, mushroom red wine sauce

or Fennel garlic smoked pork shoulder herb mashed, gremolata-tomato olive 

or Grilled salmon, pancetta pecorino risotto, grilled asparagus 

Dessert
Cheesecake, Grand Marnier marinated strawberries or Bitter sweet chocolate mousse, vanilla whipped cream

Join us nigHTlY  5 pm–6:30 pm. 
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dinetryst.com           fb.com/trystDTSP            #SeeYouAtTryst           727.821.4567

dinetryst.com
fb.com/TrystDTSP #SeeYouAtTryst  

(727) 821-4567   |   240 Beach Drive, St. Petersburg, FL 

HALF-OFF  BAR  B I TES !
Daily during 4-7pm happy hour!

AROUND THE BLOCK

Got a miNute?

Starting in June, weekly minute-long videos 
have been posted on St. Pete’s Pier website, 
Facebook page, and the Mayor’s weekly 

SunBlast e-newsletter. Will Michaels, NEJ history 
writer, was recently featured, providing information 
about the Benoist Memorial, which is planned to 
be situated in the new Pier District. Other topics 
have included the Pier Design Team, Pier History, 
Programming the New Pier, Public Art, and many 
others. Presenters include City staff responsible for 
the Pier project, along with community leaders 
engaged in various aspects of the pier. To view the 
videos and sign up for Pier updates, please visit www.
newstpetepier.com.

Bloom will re-open the exhibit on select dates 
through December. Stay tuned to their Facebook 
page for more information: www.facebook.com/
BloomArtCenter.

For more information about The Candy Factory 
at the Bloom Art Center, 910 5th Avenue North, 
contact Mitzi Gordon at startbloomin@gmail.com 
or 813-263-8600. 

the caNdy factory at Bloom art ceNter

Young and young-at-heart explored the Candy 
Factory at Bloom Art Center October 29 and 30.

Many wonderful surprises awaited guests at Bloom’s 
newest immersive art exhibit celebrating the classic 
children’s book Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by 
Roald Dahl. Teams of local artists transformed Bloom’s 
indoor and outdoor space into a confectionary 
funhouse of candy-colored murals and sculptural art.

The Candy Factory is presented by the award-
winning artist teams who created Down the Rabbit 
Hole, garnering 2016 Creative Loafing Tampa Best 
of the Bay awards for Best Immersive Art Exhibit 
(Critic’s Choice) and Best Gallery Show, Non- 
Museum (Readers Poll).

One of St. Petersburg’s fastest-growing community 
arts collectives, Bloom Art Center is a 7,000-square-
foot multi-purpose venue and workspace where artists 
create, educate, and collaborate in ten working 
studios. Events and workshops are held in their gallery, 
local bands rehearse and record on their stage, and 
the building is blanketed inside and out with murals 
by more than 30 regional and visiting artists – the 
most murals on a single site in St. Petersburg. 
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L A S E R  &  A E S T H E T I C S
l u m e n

We Treat Skin,
Because We Know Skin

Located in Downtown St. Petersburg
(St. Anthony’s Hospital Campus - 

Suncoast Medical Clinic)

Dr. James Connors, MD, Medical Director  
& Board Certified Dermatologist 

Jennifer Webster, PA-C, Physician Assistant,  
Cosmetic Dermatology

Jennifer Landy, MD, Board Certified Ophthalmologist

lumentampabay.com   
(727) 824-8399

620 10th Street North, Suite 3A, 
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

East to blanket the area during winter months, while blocking it from the sun’s 
intense afternoon heat. Even piquing interest on the national stage, the Y was 
written up in a May 1928 issue of American Architect and Architecture magazine. 
James B. Tracy wrote, “The St. Petersburg YMCA is a ‘citizen factory’ with an air 
of intimate charm, and its presence here is a material promise of the development 
of an adequate regional architecture, an architecture adapted to the setting and 
the climate.” 

Almost 90 years later, in the midst of another growth spurt certain to become 
part of St. Petersburg’s rich history, the YMCA on 1st Avenue South and 5th 
Street is undergoing change once again. Since closing its doors and relocating 
to Central Plaza in 2001, the future of the historical building has been uncertain, 
changing ownership multiple times with varying plans for its purpose. But in 
November 2014, Nicholas Ekonomou emerged as the newest owner, paying 
$1.4M for the property after years of contested litigation with Thomas Nestor, 
music promoter, the previous potential buyer. 

Throughout the years of uncertainty, concerns were raised regarding the types 
of changes that could be made to this property. In 1991, the St. Petersburg City 
Council listed the Mediterranean Revival building in the St. Petersburg Register 
of Historic Places. Allaying any concerns, Ekonomou is certain, “I don’t think 
that structure would ever be razed. There’s just so much potential.” 

With a strong interest in the past, he says he enjoys, “anything that has written 
history and paves the way for who we are and where we come from. The building 
is so beautiful. And, it’s helped a lot of people. It’s pretty incredible to be able to 
own something like that.” He was first interested in purchasing the structure 
back in 2008, but cancelled it because of concerns with the economy. With his 
experience as a developer, he is also practical. “Does what I’m thinking make 
dollar sense, and is it a viable project?”

The Edward – to be named in honor of his grandfather – will consist of a luxury 
boutique hotel, café and bar, restaurant, and a large private event space. The 
gymnasium will be converted to a ballroom with the highest ceiling in downtown 
St. Pete, perfect for weddings, charity events, fundraisers, and concerts. “I remember 
taking vacations going to my grandfather’s house. It was always nice and cool and 
green. And that’s the same feeling I have when I come to St. Pete.” 

Ekonomou is taking great care to preserve as many of the original features of 
the building as possible, from the swimming pool tiles, to the Spanish tiles 
decorating the lounges and patio, and the terra cotta roof. He has found a company 
specializing in creating replicas if any originals need replacing. A new nine-story 
tower, to be built adjacent to the existing structure to house 40 additional hotel 
rooms and a rooftop terrace, will also be designed to match the aesthetics of the 
historical building. He has also sparked the interest of Kimpton Hotel and 
Restaurant Group, known for their trendy boutique hotels.

However, the new owner is going a step further. Not only is he interested in 
maintaining the architectural integrity, he is also creating a narrative of the 
restoration process, and trying to recapture memories and revive stories of the 
past. Ekonomou explains, “I’ve never done something of this significance to a 
building that means so much to a community. I’ve restored homes, but nothing 
this big that touched so many people’s lives. I thought it would be interesting to 
film and to document the renovation process.” As he is drawing primarily from 

YMCA Continued from page 1

The Evening Independent’s coverage of the YMCA Opening

Promissory note to fund the construction of the YMCA
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local talent and expertise, he says, “I also wanted to 
give credit to all the builders and vendors involved.”

He commissioned Ben Daniele and Doug 
Tschirhart, owners of Scatter Brother Productions, 
a media and video production company based in 
downtown St. Petersburg, to catalog and produce a 
feature-length documentary about the project. The 
film will examine the history, the period of decline, 
and the restoration of the YMCA. They are actively 
seeking former patrons of the Y to share their 
memories for the documentary. Daniele remarks, 
“The stories we hear during the interviews are really 
remarkable. This building left such an imprint on 
the community. Literally, everybody seems to know 
about it [the Y] or seems to know somebody who 
was there. This is such a connected town.” Tschirhart 
adds, “I love the history of the city. It’s been very 
interesting hearing the stories not only about the 
YMCA, but about the city and how it’s transformed 
over the past 90 years.” Filming primarily takes place 
on site and they have already conducted over 25 
interviews, but continue to look for more.

The two were freelancers in the film industry and 
met each other on a movie set in 2007, Daniele as 
assistant producer and Tschirhart as assistant 
director. They teamed up in 2008 to form Scatter 
Brothers simply as a hobby to work on what they 
called their ‘passion projects.’ By 2012, they noticed 

that there was a significant amount of brand 
recognition and Scatter Brothers Production became 
a very viable business operation. They have produced 
commercials, product videos, and industry-specific 
training videos, but Daniele explains, “We always try 
to bring a fresh new view of cinema.” 

Since its opening, the YMCA building has been 
home to various organizations, and served a multitude 
of purposes. Beginning as a strictly a men’s organi-
zation, it held father-and-son programs, night-school 
classes, and summer camps. The programs flourished 
during the ’50s and ’60s after The Depression and 
difficult economic times of the ’30s. In the 1960s, 
they offered membership to women and girls.

Many professionals spent their lunchtime partici-
pating in the new fitness movement sweeping the 
nation in the ’70s. The badminton courts were 
regularly bustling with activity as circuit court judge 
Mark McGerry, Jr. and state senator Henry Sayler 
could be found locked in an intense match during 
their lunch hour. 

The natatorium has launched many a swimming-
related career. In 1983, Dan and Patty Nardozzi were 
looking for a drown-proof swimming program for their 
daughter Kristen. “The Y was the only place that took 
6-month-olds at the time,” explains Patty. Taught by 
Jo Ann Harrelson of Shore Acres, Kristen went on to 
get a full swimming scholarship at the University of 

New Hampshire, coached at the University of 
Connecticut, and is currently a sales representative for 
Speedo. Harrelson and the Nardozzis continue to swim 
competitively with the St. Pete Masters swim team.

Extending beyond the fitness realm, the building 
even served as a bomb shelter in the 1960s, and the 
gymnasium was a set for the murder mystery film, 
Hidden Fears, released in 1993. 

The historical building will live on as it undergoes 
a revival, entering a new chapter in its already-
colorful history. It will once again be a bustling center 
of activity in downtown St. Petersburg, and the 
Scatter Brothers will be there to record more history 
in the making. Nicholas Ekonomou looks to the 
future, “We will continue the longstanding tradition 
of touching many lives in the community, with 
wonderful, happy, and fulfilling experiences. And we 
will give all who visit, the opportunity to share in our 
amazing history and in all the building’s splendor.”

So, the question is, what stories will the walls of 
The Edward eventually share? The possibilities are 
limitless, but the city will soon have a beautiful 
venue where new memories can be made again. 

For those interested in sharing their memories of the YMCA in 
the documentary, please email info@scatterbrothers.com. 
Special thanks to the St. Petersburg Museum of History for 
sharing their archives and helping with the research.

Nicholas Ekonomou examining the panes of the entryway

Pool named after David S. Welch, located in natatorium Aztec illustrations on cypress ceiling beams

Original window

Detail designs on balcony of the rooftop

Baby Kristen Nardozzi with parents and Jo Ann Harrelson

Arched entryway out to patio
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Samantha Bond

Architectural features are as 
diverse as the communities 
where they are employed. St. 

Petersburg has some pretty quirky 
neighborhoods, and that’s by design. 
Some of the older homes, such as those 
around downtown and in historic Old 
Northeast, have unique and interesting 
details that deserve a closer look. It’s 
the details that in-sum-total make this 
area a fun and eclectic neighborhood. 

Fairly common around town, the 
‘Juliet balcony’ refers to a balcony that, 
well, is really not a balcony. It’s usually 
a set of doors with a decorative wrought-
iron railing in front with nowhere to 
stand. So how is that a balcony? Poor 
Juliet, she never seemed to get what 
she wanted. 

In taking photos of a local Juliet 
balcony, two crest designs were noticed 
on either side of the opening. Upon 
closer study, these proved to be double-
headed, screaming eagle reliefs of 
plaster built right onto the masonry 
exterior wall. Clearly, these are original 
to the home construction of about 90 
years ago. According to web research, 
they are classic designs, and the 
expanse of wings is a symbol of ‘empire’ 
dating to the ancient Near East during 
the 4th millennium. For history buffs, 
this is an area now considered part of 
the current-day Middle East. More 
research indicates the symbol’s use 
grew more widespread, and during the 
centuries to come, was adopted by the 
Holy Roman Empire, Serbia, and 
Russia, along with many other 
conquering peoples. Whether the bird 
is actually an eagle or a phoenix is hard 
to say, as both are referenced in 
research. It truly makes one curious to 
know what it meant to the original 
homeowner.

Then there are what look like an 
early form of braces under the eaves of 
many homes. These are typically made 
of wood and are fairly uniform, with a 

few sporting more decorative finials. To 
the untrained eye, they appear to be 
there to meet the need for keeping a 
roof in place during a storm, functioning 
like a tie down. Not so! These are 
corbels, and they are for holding the 
roof up. Frequently, homeowners paint 
them a different color from the 
surrounding walls of the home, creating 
a stand-out contrasting effect.

Vertical columns are another 
popular feature, frequently flanking 
the entry to a porch and helping to 
create the appearance of a grand entry. 
Local homes employ examples of each 
of the three kinds we all know and 
can’t remember which is which – 
Doric, ionic, and Corinthian. 
Sometimes, rounded porches flow out 
from the columns and give contrast to 
the mostly straight lines on the front 
of a house. Research indicates these 
porches were available as a kit, dashing 
the idea that a true artisan plied his 
brickwork trade for the original 
homeowners and builders. Given this, 
it’s hard to say why some of the rounded 
porches have the same inlaid tile on 

the landing that is used inside the 
home on the bathroom floor.

Basements exist in Florida? Yes, they 
do. These rarities exist in some area 
homes, though it’s tough to tell which 
ones from their exteriors. Sometimes 

they were used in conjunction with a 
coal stove strategically located directly 
under the main living space of the home. 
Ground-level windows in the backyard 
allowed for coal supplies to be shoveled 
in through the window and stored in the 

Intro to Local Architecture for Non-Majors

These corbels are painted to complement the brickwork on the home

‘Juliet’ and her double-headed-eagle relief motif at each corner

An excellent example of Greek lonic columns

Jean Riccio
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dried-in, concrete, interior basement. 
Some also feature a clean-out hatch for 
ash and debris from the fireplace located 
in the living room above.

Servants’ quarters, secret stairs, and 
toilets located in closets were features 
originally intended to keep the ‘help’ 
out of sight and separate from the 
homeowners. Remember, many homes 
are nearly 100 years old. Now those 
features just make for quirky show and 
tell. A very small, built-in table similar 
to a restaurant booth was annexed into 
the back of one home’s kitchen. When 

used for meals by the owners, it is fondly 
referred to as dining in the train car.

Tiny round windows with keystone 
designs will – ahem – round out our 
review. They appear on many homes, 
typically upstairs in what may be an 
attic space. They look a bit like portholes 
in a ship. It’s difficult to say if the 
intention was for allowing hot air to 
escape the upstairs or attic of a home, 
or to let light into a storage area. Perhaps 
someone will write and let us know if 
they open from the inside.

Details, details, details... 

Perfect little keystone window
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form second. The planning process has recognized 
that the most important thing is to design a new pier 
that will be used.

 Notable park-related features include a greatly 
expanded Spa Beach, including removal of the 
seawalls and changing the beach to a more natural 
state. There is also much added green space: Lawn 
Bowl at the pier head which can accommodate 3,000 
people for events, and Tilted Lawn overlooking the 
large Welcome Plaza near Spa Beach; a canopied 
boardwalk (misnamed the Coastal Thicket); other 
Florida native landscaping; a new family-oriented 
park area and picnic grove; and a place to launch 
kayaks. St. Petersburg prides itself on its marine 
research institutions, and groups such as the Ocean 
Team were consulted regarding how the new pier 
could complement our city’s marine focus. The idea 
of some form of a marine discovery center received 
much attention. Consequently, Pier Park includes 
‘wet and dry classrooms’ for marine education, and a 
new breakwater for water-calming protection of Spa 
Beach from erosion and nurturing of sea grass. A Pier 
Education Advisory Team is planning use of the 
Education Building component. 

Activities or program features to be included in Pier 
Park include, first of all, fishing. There will be a large 
dedicated fishing deck and bait house at the end of the 
Pier. Fishing poles may also be rented. There will be 
dining; location for both large and small events; marine 
education; kayaking and boating including transient 
boat docks; trails for walking, jogging, and cycling; 
swimming at Spa Beach; kids’ splash pad and play area; 
and an open-air market area. Another outstanding 
feature is the observation deck at the end of the pier 
providing the public with great views of the cityscape. 
A covered tram will enable the public to get to all 
points of interest should they wish to use it.

Some details regarding the new Pier features and 
updated design include:
•	The	fabric	ribbons	originally	planned	for	the	Pier	

Head building will be replaced with a more 
practical aluminum panel system. 

•	The	restaurant	in	the	Pier	Head	building	will	be	
rotated to the west to provide a 270-degree view, 
including the city panorama.

•	The	capacity	of	the	Pier	Head	building	has	been	
increased (café: 1000 sq ft indoor/1,500 sq ft 
outdoor; restaurant: 7,600 sq ft; bar: 600 sq ft; total 
10,700 sq ft). A second café will be located at the 
entrance to the Pier near Spa Beach.

•	The	Marine	Classroom	is	designed	to	allow	for	
future expansion.

•	The	Pier	provides	four	natural	marine	habitats:	the	
wet classroom which retains the 1920s pilings that 
will facilitate attraction of marine life; the 
breakwater reef; the sea-grass walk to the north 
breakwater; and the fishing deck over the 1970s 
fish-attracting caissons.

•	The	Fishing	Deck	will	be	lower	and	closer	to	the	
water (5 feet above) and extend over the previous 
Inverted Pyramid caissons.

•	The	observation	deck	and	restaurant	will	be	at	the	
same height as these features were in the previous 
Inverted Pyramid. 

HISTORY Continued from page 1

View from the Pier Head restaurant, looking out on the Great Lawn and toward the cityscape. For those not living in our 
downtown condos, the Pier Park restaurant and Observation Deck provide a unique opportunity to enjoy the city skyline.  

The Marine Discovery component of Pier Park includes an enclosed activity room and an open water area. Note the pilings 
saved from the original 1920s pier. These will help to attract a variety of marine life. Also note the open amphitheater.
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Rendering of Great Lawn and Lawn Bowl, west of the Pier Head building. The Great Lawn 
and Lawn Bowl will accommodate up to 3,000 people for events.  

A boardwalk surrounded by beautiful native plantings and shade trees will line the north side of 
Pier Park.  

•	‘Green	Globes’	(similar	to	LEEDs	certification)	
will be sought for the pier head building, and 
Envision (a rating system for sustainable-infra-
structure features) for the remainder of the Pier 
site. Energy-efficient and environmentally friendly 
LED lighting will be used throughout the pier area.

•	The	Pier	is	designed	for	a	100-year	storm	event.	
The average height will be 11 ½ feet  approxi-
mately 4 feet higher than the previous pier.

•	Also,	City	staff	will	be	recommending	relocating	
the transportation stop, and replacing it with a 
large open-air park pavilion at the large Welcome 
Plaza near Spa Beach. The Plaza is viewed as a 
major gathering place. Transportation stops for the 
tram will be located just east of Bayshore, with 
another in the middle of the Approach along 2nd 
Avenue, and one at the Pier Head.

Additionally, three program features contem-
plated in the original proposal currently exceed the 
City’s $33 million construction budget. These are 
the north part of the breakwater, the boathouse and 
its associated floating docks, and a ‘water lounge’ at 
the Pier Head. The north breakwater and the 
boathouse/floating docks will be fully designed, 
engineered, and permitted in the event additional 
revenue can be found to fund it. The water lounge 
was eliminated for technical reasons. The design 
team also has developed a new unfunded proposal 
for enhancement of the splash pad, providing for 
night lighting, more robust water jets, and a civic 
fountain that was not part of the original design 
proposal. The City has submitted applications to 
date for three grants to assist with some of these 
needs. There is a companion planning process 

underway for the adjacent Pier Approach. Discussion 
of that is beyond the scope of this article, other than 
to say that the Approach is also being carefully 
designed including green-space enhancement as well 
as additional amenities. It is intended that the 
Approach fully complement Pier Park and the two 
sectors are viewed as a single whole.

The pier planning process has been lengthy and 
thorough. The first Pier Advisory Task Force was 
appointed by Mayor Baker in March 2009. The Task 
Force was charged with development of alternatives 
for a new pier. This resulted in four massing alterna-
tives for a new pier and two alternatives for the Pier 
Approach. Architectural style was not addressed. 
Rather than selecting one of the alternatives for the 

Continued on page 34
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basis of the new pier design, the city 
chose to pass along all alternatives to 
the design firms competing for the 
project. The subsequent City planning 
process and international competition 
resulted in selection of a design known 
as The Lens. This was followed by the 
‘8/28’ Pier Alliance Committee 
appointed by Mayor Foster. (‘8/28’ 
referenced the day after the referendum 
to be held on the Lens design.) The 
Alliance was charged with developing 
a consensus plan for ‘next steps’ – both 
should the Lens be approved, or 
should it be rejected. It was composed 
of all stakeholders in the pier issue, 
including those groups opposing the 
first design. The Pier Alliance was 
followed by a second task force 

appointed by Mayor Kriseman, simply called the Pier Working Group, which 
focused primarily on activities and programs to be offered at the new pier. The 
process recommended by the Alliance was generally the process used which 
resulted in the Pier Park design.

Throughout the course of these planning activities, extensive efforts were made 
by the City to include citizen input, and other input was initiated by the public. 
The first Pier Task Force had four community visioning sessions, three task force 
forums, and conducted an online survey. In 2012, some 20,000 citizens signed a 
petition to save the Inverted Pyramid as a part of the new pier. Ultimately, it was 
determined that was not going to be possible given the uncertain condition of 
the caissons supporting it. In a subsequent referendum, the Lens design was rejected 
by 63% of those voting. After the first design was rejected, the City contracted 
with a professional polling firm which conducted a random telephone survey of 
1,000 residents. Notably, 87% said they still wanted a pier. The second Pier Task 
Force held five public input sessions and conducted an online survey which had 
over 1,500 respondents.

 Since the beginning of the new pier planning process, some $12.7 million has 
been invested or committed on the project – including $3.16 million for demolition 

of the Inverted Pyramid Pier – and 
bonds have been issued to finance the 
remaining $37.3 million. Demolition 
of the Inverted Pyramid has recently 
been completed. Pier Park is now 
projected to commence construction in 
early 2017 and complete construction 
likely in early 2019.

There has been much discussion of 
icons in the Pier planning process. The 
previous Inverted Pyramid building at 
the head of the pier was certainly 
iconic, in effect the logo of the city seen 
on a multitude of media images over 
the years. Others have said that it is 
really our beautiful bay that is our city’s 
greatest icon, and interestingly the first 
failed design for a new pier, the Lens, 
presented itself as a lens through which 
to view and appreciate our bay. While 
the bay and marine environment is 
certainly a central part of our city’s 
sense of place, so too is our treasured 
Downtown Waterfront Parks. 

Some make a distinction between 
the Pier and our Parks. But they go 
hand-in-hand... especially this pier. 
Those of us who love the Parks also see 
great merit in Pier Park. For much of 
our history, Williams Park served as our 
Town Square. That was the special 
place where we gathered to play, to be 
entertained, and to stage events of all 
kinds. And while Williams Park, with 
its distinctive historic avant-garde 

bandstand, remains an important city amenity, it is no longer the Town Square. 
Our Waterfront Parks now effectively serve that purpose. Funding for both Pier 
Park and the Approach are investments in our Waterfront Parks, and they should 
be viewed as a whole. Can the Pier Park component be made better with a moderate 
additional investment? No doubt. But, most of the fundamental features of the 
original Pier Park design are being accomplished within the allotted budget. Alter-
natively, ceasing to fund Pier Park would be a great loss to further enhancement 
of the Parks. 

The Pier and adjacent Pier Approach is a major amenity for everyone. 
Downtown   – especially the Waterfront Parks and Pier – is everybody’s neigh-
borhood. The opportunity to make major improvements in this unique part of 
the Downtown Waterfront Park System rarely occurs. Pier Park is being built 
to last 75 years – nearly four generations. Now is the time to achieve the new 
quality Pier a great many have hoped for, and to further invest in our treasured 
Waterfront Parks. 

Will Michaels is the author of The Making of St. Petersburg and The Hidden History of St. 
Petersburg. He can be reached at wmichaels2222@gmail.com and 727-420-9195. 

HISTORY Continued from page 31

The Pier Park design blends with the Downtown Waterfront 
Parks and  differs radically from the previous straight lines of the 
Inverted Pyramid Pier. 

View of the Kayak Launch, Boat House, and Observation ‘Flight Deck.’  
Glimpses of the Great Lawn and Canopied Boardwalk can be seen in the 
background.

This recent schematic shows major features as currently planned for both Pier Park and the 
Pier Approach.
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Linda Dobbs

This is a new series 
featuring people who 
were born here and/

or have lived here a long 
time and have experienced 
the continuing trans- 
formation of St. Petersburg 
and what it means to them, 
the Originals.

“It’s the water – the 
water views,”exclaims 
Salty Sister Helen 

Branson Dewalt, our first Original. Water is what she loves most about St. 
Petersburg. This is why she is a member of the St. Petersburg Yacht Club’s ‘Salty 
Sisters’ and still sails prams and other boats on Tampa Bay.  

After all, she grew up on the south side near Lake Maggiore. “We didn’t swim 
there because of the alligators,” she notes. By the way, if non-originals heard the 
lake’s name pronounced by natives they wouldn’t have a clue where it is. The 
two Gs are pronounced like the two in Maggie – thus it sounds like ‘Maggory.’

Helen was born at St. Anthony’s Hospital and grew up on 21st Street South. 
Her father was in the Coast Guard and was also a commercial fisherman. She 
remembers him driving a Ford Fairlane. Best of all, she remembers him building 
an outside fireplace because no one had outdoor grills at that time. No one had 
air conditioning either – just attic fans. 

She attended Lakeview Elementary School and fondly recalls going to cotillion 
in the fourth grade at the Florida Military Academy (now Stetson Law School). 
Helen was on the swim team during high school – they swam at Spa Beach Pool, 
a public pool located off the entrance to the Million-Dollar Pier. Now it is the 
location of The St. Petersburg Museum of History and a parking lot.  

Having graduated from St. Petersburg High School in 1957, Helen say, “Everything 
was green and white (the mascot was the Green Devil)... and I have fond memories 
of going frequently to Tripletts, a drive-in restaurant across the street from the 
school.” Speaking of eating places, she is reminded of the fun of going on dates to 
the drive-in restaurant on the Pier. They had carhops who delivered food on trays 
that attached to the car window. Another favorite dining place was Wolfies restaurant 
and retail shop. “It was a big deal to eat there,” Helen remembers.

Helen’s first job, when she was 16 years old, was at the famous Webb’s City 
department store, which was a bazaar of 77 stores and covered seven city blocks 
near Ninth Street and Second Avenue South. Other favorite department stores 
were Belk-Lindseys in the Central Plaza on Central Avenue and 19th Street, 
(Hubert) Rutland’s located on Central Avenue where Florida Craftsman is now 
located, and the premier department store in Florida’s central west coast, Maas 
Brothers, at First Avenue North and Third Street South.

When Helen was 17 or 18 years old, she participated in St. Petersburg’s Festival 
of States, a parade with 50 floats representing each US state. She has vivid 
memories of attending the ball at the Coliseum the night before the parade and 
riding on a float as Miss Arkansas the next day.

Helen married Jack Branson after high school, leaving St. Petersburg in 1959. They 
lived in numerous parts of the country for the next 20 years. After divorcing, Helen 
moved back to St. Petersburg. Her two sons live in Florida, too. Steve is an engineer 
living in Brandon, and Eric is a financial advisor living in Seminole. Helen has three 
grandchildren, Sarah and Bethany (Steve’s daughters), and Dylan (Eric’s son).

When she returned here in 1979, she became a stockbroker for many years 
with Raymond James and is now retired. Also, she was married to Dale Dewalt, 
who passed away several years ago after 24 years of marriage. They lived in 
Treasure Island in a house on the water of course. 

“My favorite thing is a water view,” exclaims Helen. Perhaps that is why her 
latest move is to the Water Club on Snell Isle. “St. Pete Yacht Club is my life,” 
she intones, like a mantra. Not only is she a Salty Sister (a woman’s group that 
meets weekly), but also a member of the Women’s Group and a founder of the 
Golf Group.  

St. Petersburg is a wonderful place to live and to work, according to Helen. 
She recollects a time in 1992 when her boss said to her, “This is the only main 
street in a major city where you don’t have to look out for cars when you cross 
the street!”

Helen states, “People used to say this is where the old people moved to, and 
the younger people moved to Tampa!” But, she explains, “The St. Petersburg 
atmosphere is so different now with all the building going on near downtown. 
Since I am from St. Petersburg, when my husband and I divorced, I decided to 
come back to St. Pete because this is where all of my family lived.”

“I have always thought it interesting that when I meet new people from 
different parts of the US and different parts of the world, they could move to any 
place they want to and they choose to move to St. Petersburg!” she muses, adding 
“I think that says a lot for St. Pete!” 

Helen Branson Dewalt

Florida CraftArt presents

CraftArt Festival 2016
 Florida’s 19th year celebrating American Crafts

An outdoor � ne craft festival featuring over 120 of the nation’s 
� nest craft artists. Artists’ demonstrations, interactive activities, 

featuring craft beers & delicious food truck fare.

November 19th-20th
Sat 10-5  Sun 10-4

Downtown St. Petersburg on 
Central Avenue & Fifth Street

FloridaCraftArt.org

501 Central Ave.  
St. Petersburg, FL 33701  

(727) 821-7391 

Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5:30 & Sun 12-5  Second Sat. Gallery Walk open until 9pm
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Kate 
Houser 

19th	Avenue	NE

Jennifer 
Brackney 

16th	Avenue	NE

What is your favorite commercial? 
Every Publix commercial ever. They all make me cry.

A gadget you can’t live without: 
My watch. I don’t care if my phone shows the time 
and date, if I forget my watch, I am lost for the day.

Using only one word, name something significant 
about your life today. 
Vintage

Best thing about living in this day and age: 
The ability to have millions of bits of information 
right at our fingertips

Favorite childhood book: 
Frog Went A-courtin’ 

If your house were burning and all family and pets 
were safe, what one thing would you grab? 
My little chick which is my childhood stuffed 
companion.

What is your idea of exercise? 
Repetitively lifting a glass of wine to my lips

Best thing about living in St. Petersburg: 
The way our community embraces and supports 
local business

Best hidden “gem” in St. Pete: 
The Burg Bar & Grille

What or who inspires you? 
People who have crafted great lives for themselves 
doing something they love

What’s your favorite place to meet new people?
Brocante Market

Favorite restaurant in St. Pete: 
Brick and Mortar

Your favorite quote: 
“Every saint has a past, and every sinner has a 
future.” - Oscar Wilde

If you were elected Mayor of this city, what would 
be your first improvement? 
The drainage system so that our neighborhood 
doesn’t flood anymore!

What do you love most about living in this country? 
The ability to go from mountains to city to sea 
within a few hours and without crossing borders

What is your favorite holiday movie? 
Elf 

What is your first thought in the morning? 
How many more times can I hit snooze?

What is the most encouraging word/statement you 
can receive? 
“Give it your best, and let God control the rest.”

Who is your favorite President of the United 
States? 
Honest Abe Lincoln. The Civil War and the 
Emancipation Proclamation are two events that 
shaped our country in a major way.

What was/is your favorite age?  
My 30s have been pretty fabulous so far.

What is your favorite commercial?  
The Budweiser commercial when the Labrador 
puppy jumps out of the truck to go on an adventure 
and gets lost. The Budweiser Clydesdale horses 
arrive just in time and help him find his way home. 

A gadget you can’t live without: 
My cell phone

Using only one word, name something significant 
about your life today. 
Relationships 

Best thing about living in this day and age: 
Technology. I love that I can communicate with 
friends and family via email & text. I especially love 
the texts my Dad sends every morning via his ‘flip 
phone!’ It’s also pretty amazing that there’s a direct 
flight from St. Pete International Airport home to 
Peoria, Illinois. PIE to PIA in less than 3 hours!  

Favorite childhood book: 
Charlotte’s Web

If your house were burning and all family and pets 
were safe, what one thing would you grab? 
The earrings my Mom gave me for my birthday this 
year. They were given to her by my Dad the day I 
was born.

What is your idea of exercise?  
Taking a walk with my husband and our three dogs 
Noah, Hazelle and Lily, admiring all the beautiful 
homes in Old Northeast.  

Best thing about living in St. Petersburg: 
The vibrancy of the community, the people, and 
the weather

Best hidden “gem” in St. Pete: 
Wine Madonna

What or who inspires you?  
I am inspired every day by the kindness of people.  
During the past year, I’ve been especially inspired 
by Terri Ryan, a daisy-award-winning nurse at 
Moffitt Cancer Center; Kellie Kim, the 
compassionate owner of Wig Villa; Charles, my 
supportive husband; my loving family, gracious 
friends, and the many kind people who I’ve met 
here in St. Petersburg.  

What’s your favorite place to meet new people? 
Through my work at CareerSource. They have 
amazing people working with them from staff and 
board members to volunteers who are committed 
to working together to address the workforce 
challenges and opportunities in the region. 

Favorite restaurant in St. Pete: 
Parkshore Grill

Your favorite quote: 
“We must be willing to let go of the life we planned 
so as to have the life that is waiting for us.”   
- Joseph Campbell

If you were elected mayor of this city, what would 
be your first improvement?  
I would continue long-term planning to make the 
water safe for marine life and people, and continue 
efforts to build the Pier.  

What is your favorite commercial? 
Volkswagen:  The Force

Gadget you can’t live without: 
Remote control

Using one word, name something significant about 
your life today: 
Friends

Best thing about living in this day and age: 
Ease of communication with friends and family both 
near and far away, and those I have yet to meet.  

Favorite childhood book: 
To Kill a Mockingbird

If your home was burning and all family and pets 
were safe, what one thing would you grab? 
My grandmother’s baby hat from 1915, and my 
ukeleles

What is your idea of exercise? 
Dancing, walking, biking, exploring

Favorite thing about living in St. Pete: 
A blend of beauty. Advantages of a city with 
diverse cultural, artistic, and athletic activities, but 
with a rare sense of community.  

Best hidden gem in St. Petersburg: 
Birds on Beach

What or who inspires you: 
Courage and kindness

What’s your favorite place to meet new people? 
Walking in the neighborhood, porch parties...

Favorite restaurant in St. Pete: 
Healthy, fusion, not noisy, and outside dining

Favorite quote: 
“A friend is someone who knows the song in your 
heart, and can sing it back to you when you have 
forgotten the words.”

If elected mayor of this city, what would be your 
first improvement? 
Enforce rule that cyclists on sidewalks (especially 
downtown and on waterfront) announce their 
approach to walkers.  Almost all are silent, and I 
have witnessed several injuries of unsuspecting 
walkers, and a child in a stroller.

What is your first thought in the morning? 
How wonderful to live in a state that holds the 
record for number of days of consecutive sunshine: 
768, starting in 1967.  

What is your favorite holiday movie? 
It’s a Wonderful Life

What do you love most about living in this country? 
Freedom

What is the most encouraging word/statement you 
can receive? 
“You are never too old to be the person you were 
meant to be.”

Who is your favorite President of the United States? 
Lincoln

What was/is your favorite age? 
22

To be considered for the Meet Your Neighbor page, you may contact Susan Alderson at susie2wong@gmail.com.

Celesta 
Carter

20th	Avenue	NE



Celebrating 85 Years of Serving St. Petersburg
For 85 years, St. Anthony’s Hospital has proudly served the needs 
of the St. Petersburg community. Through our many changes, 
we’ve always stayed true to our mission of providing high-quality, 
compassionate care.

St. Anthony’s Hospital looks forward being part of the  
St. Petersburg community for many years to come. 

To learn more about St. Anthony’s Hospital: 
(727) 825-1100   |   StAnthonys.org
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SP86674

In Your Downtown. Shop local.

No hurried hassles. No crushing crowds.  
No kidding. Just great stores and restaurants 
decked out for the holidays and ready  
for your relaxed visit. You’ll love shopping  
here almost as much as everyone  
loves receiving gifts from here.  
So grab your list and come to  
downtown St Petersburg.

www.StPeteDowntownBiz.com

The mission of the Heart Gallery of Pinellas & Pasco is to provide an emotionally safe way to connect children with families through a traveling exhibit 
featuring the faces and stories of local foster children ready for adoption. For more information, please visit the website at www.heartgallerykids.org. 

THE HEART GALLERY

Adrieonna’s sense of adventure shows when she’s baking in the kitchen, swimming in the 
pool, or practicing her gymnastics. Smart and silly, Adrieonna loves telling jokes and 
playing pranks.  Adrieonna’s 
favorites include pandas and lady 
bugs, pop musicians Ariana Grande 
and Zendaya, her math classes, 
swimming, and playing games like 
Life and Tag.

Active, inquisitive and funny, 
Navaih recently found a love of 
drumming in addition to baking 
and riding her bike.  Someday, 
Navaih would like to become a 
pediatrician, but for now she’s just 
enjoying her math classes and 
playing Disney Infinity games. 

Adrieonna & Navaih recently filmed a 
recruitment video at swah-rey 
dessert bar (coming soon!) fulfilling 
their dreams of baking cupcakes like on their favorite TV shows on the Food Network, and 
are looking forward to a family that will bake with them!

ADRIEONNA & NAvAIH, AGE 12 & 14
Athletic and fun, Aaron is proudest of his talents in wrestling and 
football. Aaron is setting his sights high – he wants to be president 
someday! His campaign 
promises include 
lowering taxes and 
having more homeless 
shelters. He enjoys being 
around people whether it 
be in the weight room or 
just playing video games.  
Aaron particularly enjoys 
playing Modern Warfare, 
Grand Theft Auto, and 
Call of Duty on his PS3.  
He likes listening to rap 
music, going to school, 
and eating Chinese food. 
Someday, Aaron would 
like to have a pit bull as 
pet.  His ideal forever 
family would be supportive. Having an interest in video games would 
be a big bonus.

AARON, AGE 15

Photo courtesy of Tim Boyles Photography Photos courtesy of Heart Gallery of Pinellas & Pasco

Ashley Rhodes-Courter encourages us to make a difference in a child’s life.
HeartGalleryKids.org • Heart Gallery of Pinellas & Pasco, 500 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. N, Suite 300, St. Petersburg FL 33705

Life has come full circle for Ashley Rhodes-Couter – an 
accomplished author as well as a Heart Gallery volunteer and 
Guardian ad Litem – who, starting at age 3, was raised in the 

foster care system. Over the next nine years, she bounced from foster 
home to group home to another foster home. By the time she turned 
12, Ashley had lived in fourteen different foster care placements. 

“I felt as worthless as the junk in my trash bag..... once again, I 
was the one being tossed out and thrown away.” Ashley recalls in her 
2009 memoir, Three Little Words.” Finally, at age 12, Ashley found 
what she had been dreaming of for so many years – a forever family. 

As an adult, in addition to writing her New York Times best-selling 
memoir, Ashley has appeared on television shows such as The Today 
Show, Good Morning America, Nightline, Nancy Grace, ABC Primetime, 
and Montel Williams. Each time, her focus is the same – being a voice 
for the thousands of children currently in the foster care system.

Nothing like the Heart Gallery existed while Ashley languished 

in foster care. She calls the Heart Gallery a “tremendous organization” 
because it “provides an emotionally safe way to connect waiting 
children to families.” Ashley applauds the innovative approach the 
Heart Gallery takes in introducing waiting children to the community. 
She says, “Families who might have never otherwise known about 
adoption are exposed to the beautiful faces of waiting children right 
in our own back yard.”

For those considering adoption, Ashley has a word of advice. “The 
idea of adopting can be scary for many families, but you have to 
remember that you’re literally saving a child’s life,” she says. 

Next time you see the Heart Gallery out in the community, take 
a look. Your future child may be smiling back at you.

Read more about Ashley’s journey from child-at-risk to 
mother, author, and mentor in her latest book, Three More Words. 
www.rhodes-courter.com. 

Text includes excerpts from Callie Cowan’s Nov/Dec 2010 NEJ article.
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AROUND THE BLOCK
 

Book fair features local authors

Four local book authors are featured speakers 
at a Book Fair at the St. Petersburg Main 
Library on Saturday, November 19 from 1pm 

to 4pm. The Book Fair is free to attend.
The speakers include Anda Peterson (author 

of Walks With Yogi), Michael Ciafone (author of 
Silent Cries), Patti Wilson Byars (author of Separate 
Fountains) and Ruth Whitney (author of The 
Heart of Jesus’ Teaching). The Book Fair, sponsored 
by Friends of the Main Library, will be in the 
library auditorium. The library is located at 3745 
9th Avenue North in St. Pete. Visit Friends of the 
St. Petersburg Main Library on Facebook.

suNkeN GardeNs JiNGle miNGle

Join revelers at Sunken Gardens to celebrate the 
season with an evening of carols, sparkling lights, 
hors d’ouvres, and complimentary beer and wine.  
Jingle Mingle revenue will help fund a new 
Children’s Educational Garden, complete with 
laying hens, a small vegetable garden, a potting 
area, and composting exhibit. This event is 
sponsored by the Sunken Gardens Forever 
Foundation, the new non-profit that is replacing 
the Flamingos Forever Group. Thanks to the 
generosity of flamingo lovers in St. Pete and the 
surrounding communities, Flamingos Forever was 
able to ‘re-stock the flock’ with 20 juvenile and 
baby flamingos at the Gardens this past spring.  We 
appreciate your support, and hope to see you at this 
festive holiday event!  

 
 
 

 
 

4400 Chancellor Street NE 
St. Petersburg, FL  33703 

(727) 522-8331    lccdayschool.com 
Accredited by FKC and FCIS 

 

Please join us for our  
 
 
 

Kindergarten Open House 
 
 

Thursday, November 17 
9 am — 10 am 

Elementary Campus Library  

LCC Day School 
Pre-K2 through 8th Grade 



Page 40 November/December 2016 NORTHEAST JOURNAL

At that time, his parents 
both worked as teachers at 
CPC, and they all became 
involved with The Academy 
of Arts. They even went on 
a summer tour together as a 
family, performing and 
engaging with different 
communities. The group’s 
core belief was that theatre 
can change hearts in a 
different way than church 
could.

A natural people-person, 
h i s  enthus ia sm fo r 
community engagement 
kept going after college 
when Travis began an 
internship at Allstate Insurance, 
assisting at their new call center in St. 
Pete. One of his jobs was to set up 
initial loss claims after Hurricane 
Andrew hit. At the time, many 
legislators were visiting the center, and 
that sparked a keen interest in Travis. 
In his networking there, he met a 
legislator who lived in Deland and 
invited Travis to be his assistant. Travis 
was fascinated by the power to make 
real change, and the folks behind it. He 
moved to Deland and worked as an 
assistant through the election of ’96-97 
when his daughter was born. He felt 
the urge for a more urban setting and 
shimmied over to Tampa where he 
began work as chief aide for a represen-
tative in the Florida House of 
Representatives. He felt a sense of 
importance, and that he was pulling 
levers of policy, which he loves. Policy, 
not politics... figuring out how to create 
solutions and helping people is where 
Travis truly shines.

Diving deeper into legislative 
affairs, Travis began working with a 
large-scale statewide law firm dealing 
with government affairs. He’d travel 
to Tallahassee quite often and became 
interested in the concept of knowing 
every facet of a problem or issue, thus 
becoming a valuable resource for 

legislators to rely on. He eventually 
broke off to create his own lobbying 
company, Moore Relations. Today, he 
primarily focuses on representing 
community-association interests such 
as HOA and condominium ownership 
transitions of debt and estoppal certif-
icates. Travis knows every crevice of 
information regarding these issues and 
believes that being trustworthy is the 
key to this career path. He also works 
with the Defenders of Wildlife, as well 
as The Corn Refiners Association 
where he assists in monitoring GMO 

and labeling issues across the state. 
One of his proudest moments profes-
sionally was when he worked on the 
successful passage of Amendment 1 in 
2014, which sets in Florida’s consti-
tution a consistent and significant 
funding source for land conservation 
so our beautiful and precious resources 
will be available for generations to 
come.

I’m thoroughly convinced that 
Travis sleeps in a cannon and is 
propelled into the day with abounding 
energy. His love of acting is what led 

him to his current project, 
WeSpoke Productions. The 
name is inspired by fine 
tailoring ateliers and a nod 
to the buzz word ‘bespoke.’ 
The company aligns itself 
with that definition: finely 
crafted and one-of-a-kind. 
While in a production of 
Tennessee Williams’  The 
Glass Menagerie, in which 
he played The Gentleman 
Caller, Travis found himself 
with loads of time before he 
had to go on stage. During 
that time, he sat still and 
listened to the words of the 
play and was incredibly 
inspired by the language 

and the emotions it conjured. He began 
to research Williams. Travis was 
enthralled with the playwright’s works 
and what he meant to American 
Theatre, and he also learned that 
Williams had lived a rather tragic life. 
Travis was so affected by Williams that 
he even attended the Tennessee 
Williams Literary Festival.

Travis volunteered for three weeks 
at the Signature Theater in 
Washington DC (which won the 2009 
Tony Award for Best Regional 
Theatre). He wanted to learn 
everything about how a theater is run. 
Knowing full well what it meant to be 
on stage and performing, he wanted 
to dive into all the other working parts 
of what creates theatre. No other 
person I know – of all my theatre 
friends and co workers – has done 
anything like this... to be so passionate 
about a hobby that you’d volunteer to 
work in every department of a theater 
company. For three weeks.

Travis also took a class in Producing 
Essentials at NYU during the summer 
of 2015. Through networking there, he 
met his partner, Broadway director 
Michael Wilson. Michael directed The 
Incident at Vichey which opened at Off 
Broadway’s The Signature Theatre in 
New York City in November 2015. 

TRAVIS Cont’d. from page 1

Moore Relations

Travis with members of the US House of Representatives and the US Senate

ADvERTISE
in the JOURNAL

Contact Susan at
727.259.3149 or 
northeastjournal 

@gmail.com
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Travis was instrumental in bringing a 
pre-recorded performance of the show 
to a live audience at Tampa Theatre last 
year. Notably, Michael also directed 
many shows on Broadway including the 
Tony-Award-winning revival of The 
Trip to Bountiful. The two of them hit it 
off and share a mutual fascination for 
Tennessee Williams. Travis also met 
visionary playwright and Pulitzer Prize 
finalist for Drama, Lisa D’Amour, who 
wrote Airline Highway which premiered 
on Broadway in 2015. All three of these 
talented heads are currently working on 
creating a play inspired by the life of 
Tennessee Williams and plan to show 
it here in St. Petersburg. 

WeSpoke Productions is also 
beginning to work with American 

a play on one of the most influential 
American playwrights of our time. 
Then, he’s bringing it here.

Yup. Sleeps in a cannon. 
And he lives here! Travis moved to 

Snell Isle in 2014 and believes that the 
ONE is the icon of all the legendary 
neighborhoods here in St. Pete. He 
loves being a part of the downtown 
renaissance, having an office at the 
Station House, and being a part of the 
vibrant community thriving there. He 
loves the urban setting, walkable 
communities, and being able to bike or 
walk most places since it’s such a great 
way to engage with our setting. Drawn 
to the water, Travis has almost always 
lived near it. Born in Hialeah, living in 
The Keys, and using Florida as the 

Stage, hosting workshops called 29 
Hour Reads which allow Equity actors 
to work directly with playwrights and 
directors for 29 hours. They then 
present a one-time script reading to a 
live audience. What a great challenge 
and end result! Working with theaters 
like American Stage – which focus on 
fostering new individual creatives and 
developing new cutting edge works – is 
a perfect fit for WeSpoke’s anticipated 
Tennessee Williams piece. Travis fully 
believes that his job as a producer is to 
nurture creatives and create a space for 
them to flourish.

Let’s just take a moment here, 
people. This guy has brought together 
a Broadway director, a Broadway 
playwright, and is writing and producing 

backdrop for his career, the water is a 
source of renewing energy for him. 

Also fueling his energy is his gorgeous 
17-year-old daughter Savannah, who 
will graduate from Gibbs PCCA 
program (Pinellas County Center for 
the Arts) this coming spring. A talented 
visual artist, Savannah grew up in the 
theatre watching her parents perform. 
She, too, has been inspired by being 
backstage and has dreams of one day 
joining the Union as a professional 
dresser backstage. 

Travis, you’re my shot of creative 
espresso, friend. Keep creating, keep 
plugging, because when we all say 
“we knew you when...” I’m proud to 
say I know you now. And now, so 
does St. Pete. 

Virginia Shakespeare Festival’s Richard III in 2013 At home in the theatre

Sharon Kantner
Realtor® & Old NE Resident

Direct 727.278.5866
SKantner@SmithandAssociates.com

ThisOldNEhouse.com

MY 2016 FEATURED SOLDS
OLD NORTHEAST 

Specializing in Old Northeast, 
Snell Isle and Downtown

 

            SOLD  SOLD
    145 6th Avenue NE 116 22nd Avenue NE
    315 8th Avenue NE                                       205 25th Avenue NE
    615 15th Avenue NE     132 17th Avenue N
    116 18th Avenue NE     190 21st Avenue N 
    165 21st Avenue NE     221 21st Avenue N

®

®

    405 15th Avenue NE  235 17th Avenue NE
CLOSING SOON

NEWLY LISTED
    215 23rd Avenue N 155 9th Avenue NE

COMING SOON
1140 Oak Street NE
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PEOPLE AND PETS
To	submit	photos	or	to	be	photographed,	contact	Susan	Alderson.	Photos by Susan Woods Alderson unless otherwise noted (*).

Email your HIGH RES digital photo to susie2wong@gmail.com. Please include your name, address, phone number, and pet’s name. 

Tom O’Neil with Finnegan
Charles Rutenberg Realty*

Liz and Steve Rubin with Max, Maggie, Ragnar and Nevets 
16 Avenue NE*

Joe Pugliano with Jager  
The UPS Store*

Bonnie Strickland with Lucky and Rodeo 
Strickland Property Group*

Justin Tramble and Rebeka Rivera with Layla 
9th Avenue NE

Larry and Ellen Nist with Mason 
6th Avenue NE

Susan Robertson with Roxy
Marketing director at Museum of Fine Arts*

Kristin Elliott with Winston
2nd Street North*

Danny Alaniz and Paul Gentille with Grady
4th Avenue South*
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St.  Pete’s  most reliable!
©

Dog Walking & 
Petsit t ing

Hou se Check+

Learn more online, or call us any time.

We offer many services that relieve your 
stress and take care of things when you’re 
out. Whether it’s daily workday walks for 
Fido or keeping an eye on the homestead in 
your absence. 

aWalk AroundTheBlock.com 727-483-4554

Happy Holidays
from VLVT Salon

–––––––––––
$25 OFF any
color services
or $10 OFF

any haircut
–––––––––––

Book online
vlvtsalon.com

727.209.8588
–––––––––––

Downtown St. Pete
538 Central Avenue



Shore Acres Edgewater
Custom built in 2004, Key West style home located on 
sailboat-deep waterway.  Covered dock w/2 boat davits. 
Designed for grand entertaining, featuring wide open 
kitchen, dining, living & family room. Large balconies with 
water views. Solid wood cabinets, granite counters, Brazilian 
Cherry hardwood flooring throughout. Private office. 
Commercial fire extinguishing/whole house security system. 
Large screened patio w/pool & fenced yard w/fruit trees.                                                                                                           
                                                                                    
                                                                                     $900,000

Gated Placido Bayou
3/2/2 home in highly desirable Placido Bayou. Features 
new paver driveway, $28k tile roof & A/C system. Oversized 
2 car garage, beautiful landscaping & lush lawn. Double 
entry doors, volume ceilings, open floor plan w/ over 2,019 
sf & wood burning fireplace. Kitchen island perfect for 
entertaining. Screened outdoor patio, very private lushly 
landscaped back yard. Minutes away from Coffee Pot Bayou 
& the eclectic Downtown St Pete Beach Dr waterfront parks, 
Art, Foodie, Craft Breweries, and Entertainment scene.                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                       $419,900

Crescent Lake - Euclid
Beautifully renovated 1920’s bungalow features restored 
hardwood floors, newer double pane windows throughout, 
classic inspired details, built-in shelving, ceiling fans, & 
plantation shutters. Great Room features side bonus room, 
perfect as office, sitting room, or den. Eat-In-Kitchen 
w/custom cabinetry, tiled backsplash & stainless steel 
Frigidaire gas stove. Elegantly updated BA. Bonus room, for 
office, nursery, or 3rd bedroom. Easy access to Gulf beaches, 
TIA, malls and amenities.                                                                                                                       
                                                                                     $330,000

Randy Toomajanian
727-415-4008

Debbie Deeb
727-458-7099

Snell Gardens
Charming 3 BR 2 BA home with 1,442sq feet, conveniently 
located in Snell Gardens! Newly painted exterior, new A/C 
system, new portion of the roof, and new carpet in the 
bedrooms. Light and bright home with hardwood floors in 
living area. Cozy screened back porch great for entertaining 
and enjoying the Florida weather, complete with a fenced 
back yard and back patio. 1 car garage and alley access for 
easy access. Minutes to downtown St Pete, the Pinellas Trail, 
restaurants, Dali Museum and only a 20 minute ride to the 
beaches.                                                                       $205,000

Tom Hallis
727-215-3156

Snell Isle Beauty!
3 BR features split dual master suites & 3 BA. Large 
2 Car garage w/ indoor workshop. Large kitchen w/ 
stainless appliances & hard surface countertops, huge 
screened private patio w/ ceiling fans & office/study off 
dining area. New A/C . New shingle portion of roof in 
2007. Beautifully landscaped, very private & a short hop 
to famous downtown St Pete’s Beach Drive, waterfront 
parks marinas, music, entertainment district, breweries, 
bike trails, Vinoy Golf Course, and Coffee Pot Bayou.                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                          $495,000

We know great homes. And, we know how to sell them. Good to Know

Danya Shankwitz
727-215-7629

Ashtin Brock 
&  Dan Heroux
727-422-3686

Randy Toomajanian
727-415-4008
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We Know Real Estate

 
JJ and the Z

656 18th Ave NE
Iconic Georgian Estate Home in 
Old NE. Spacious Kitchen With 
Butler’s Pantry/Bar and Private 
Desk Nook. Double Master 
Suite With Private Balcony. 
Third Level Game Room, 
Large Screened Porch, Pool and 
Outdoor Bar.
5 BR, 4.5 BA, 5,447 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $1,799,000

1939 Hawaii Ave NE
Beautifully Updated Venetian 
Isles Mediterranean Home 
With View of Downtown St 
Pete. Expansive Master Suite 
Encompasses Entire Second 
Floor. Large Covered Patio With 
Pool and Spa. Private Dock 
With Boat Lift. Many Upgrades.
3 BR, 3 BA, 2,854 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $1,064,710

Active

Call Us 727-344-9191 
Homes@JJandtheZ.com 

May the Holiday Season  
fill your Home with Joy.

Active

Pen
din
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Active

301 17th Ave NE
Filled With Charm and 1920s 
Elements. Two Separate Living 
Spaces. Family Room With 
French Doors Leading Out To 
Backyard. Master Suite With 
Large Walk-In Closet and Two 
Additional Bedrooms Upstairs.
3 BR, 2.5 BA, 2,310 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $544,000

315 13th Ave NE
Desirable Old NE. Enclosed 
Front Porch, Updated Kitchen, 
Beautiful Refinished Oak 
Hardwood Floors. High 
Ceilings, Built In Shelves, Gas 
Fireplace. Master Suite and Two 
Spacious Bedrooms Upstairs.
4 BR, 2.5 BA, 1,864 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $535,000

2350 14th St N
Historic Woodlawn Home 
Situated on Corner Lot. 
Oversized Kitchen with Gas 
Appliances. Master Suite Offers 
a Private Remodeled Bath with 
a Custom Glass Sink, Granite 
Countertop and a Luxurious 
Full Body Massage Shower. 
Two Expansive Patios Provide 
Desirable Low-Maintenance 
Outdoor Space.
3 BR, 2 BA, 2,556 Sq Ft
Offered for $389,500

109 13th Ave NE
Charming Four Square 
Traditional Home in Historic 
Old Northeast. Heart of Pine 
Wood Floors Throughout. 
Wood Burning Fireplace,  
New Plumbing and Electric. 
Oak Tree Lined Street. No 
Flood Zone!
4 BR, 2 BA, 1,892 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $494,000

Active

Active

Active

315 20th Ave NE
Historic Old NE Home  
With Updated Interior.  
Open Concept Kitchen With 
Built in Beer Tap and Lots  
of Storage. Three Large  
Bedrooms. Backyard Oasis 
With Lush Landscaping and 
Saltwater Pool.
3 BR, 2.5 BA, 1,976 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Last Offered for $715,000

114 17th Ave N
Dutch Colonial Style Home 
in Historic Old NE. Updated 
Kitchen and Bathrooms in a 
Classic, Modern Style. Detached 
In Law Apartment With Large 
Living Space and Kitchenette. 
New Roof 2015, Hardwood 
Floors Refinished 2016. No 
Flood Zone. Main House  
3 BR, 3 BA, 1,840 Sq Ft / In Law 
Apt 1 BR, 1 BA, 672 Sq Ft
Offered for $610,000

Active


