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Layers of Love

Alzheimer’s: A Path Revealed
Livia Zien

A

fter 25 years of marriage, three children, a few career changes, and a wealth of marital
and parental experiences, Martha Maddux was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s at the young
age of 50. The love affair Carlen Maddux had with his wife continued to grow deeper.
Maddux shares his story of the journey he and his family took over the course of the next 17
years, in his book, A Path Revealed: How Hope, Love, and Joy Found Us Deep in a Maze Called
Alzheimer’s, published in October 2016. It is a story of love, faith, and growth, told through the
eyes and heart of a devoted husband and father, and a most unassuming gentleman who simply
wants to share his story.
“Martha, will you marry me?” Carlen asked, driving to her brother’s wedding from Atlanta to
Knoxville in the spring of 1972. “Yes!” she replied. The scene seems traditional enough, but
Carlen recalls the circumstances and laughs heartily.
With a warm, slight Southern
drawl, he explains, “We had
gotten into an argument. And
I mean it was a rip-roaring
argument! So I just pulled
over and stopped driving for a
little while to cool off. Then I
started driving again, but then
quickly pulled over again.”
That’s when he popped the
question, out of the blue.
“As we kept driving, I said
to Martha, ‘Alright, I have to
get used to this idea for a little
bit, so can I ask you... with all
your family up there, can we
just keep this between you and
me and let me get used to this
idea for a little while?’” She
Out of love, faith, and growth came Carlen Maddux’s book about his
agreed, and only told her
wife’s journey through Alzheimer’s.

Continued on page 22

Our Booming Heritage Tourism

H

Will Michaels

ere’s a New Years’ Resolution for you –
visit at least one new place of historic
significance in your city. There are many
to choose from. Historically, St. Petersburg’s
economy was founded on tourism, and tourism
continues to this day to be fundamental to our
economy. It is now at an all-time high. St.
Petersburg and Pinellas County are the leading
destination for tourists on the Gulf Coast,
drawing some 15 million visitors in 2014,
including some 5.8 million overnight guests. In
2015, the number of overnight visitors had
increased to 6.2 million. They spent
approximately $4.7 billion, and had a total
economic impact on the local economy of $9.3
billion. It is projected that $50 million in bed
taxes were collected in 2016. Approximately
one-third of the sales tax collected in Pinellas
County is paid by tourists, including the popular
Penny for Pinellas. Tourism remains Pinellas
County’s number-one employer.
In recent years a new kind of tourist has
surfaced – the heritage tourist. Heritage tourism,
Continued on page 26
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Bayfront Health St. Petersburg recognized National Trauma Survivors Day
with the Human Spirit mural by Ya La’ford.

Transforming
Minds and Spaces

I

Janan Talafer

n a city with an amazing number of talented artists, Ya La’ford
stands out. A visionary artist with a BFA in painting from
Florida State and an MFA from the Art Institute of Boston,
Ya is also a professor at St. Petersburg College and the University
of Tampa.
But she has a law degree, too, from the University of Florida.
In fact, she practiced law for a while in Washington D.C., mostly
advocating on behalf of children and education, before her
husband Victor encouraged her to pursue the passion she’s had
for art since childhood.
While law and art might seem like career paths that are worlds
apart, for Ya, they’re not. She’s passionate about community
engagement and social justice, educating children and young
adults, and understanding the human connection. These are the
themes that are repeated continuously in her art, which is abstract,
thought-provoking and full of geometric lines, shapes and patterns.
Transforming is definitely a word that comes to mind when
you look at her paintings. “The energy that comes from art
transforms a space and can electrify a community,” says Ya. “It’s
all about having an impact and changing the space. The energy
of the art works its magic and creates connectivity between the
viewer and the artist. In effect, the viewer becomes the artist, too.”

Powerful Art Installations

The 1920s Snell Arcade built in the Mediterranean
Revival style is considered by many the most beautiful
building in St. Petersburg.

If you’re not familiar with her art, here’s a short list. Behind
the Morean Art Center just across from the glass hot shop, you’ll
find Golden Wave, an enormous, 60-foot mural she completed
for this year’s Shine Mural Festival.
With its bold geometric pattern in gold metallic set against
a black backdrop, Golden Wave is striking. It’s a favorite photo-op
for people of all ages and backgrounds, from families to body
builders and yoga practitioners. But, the mural is more than a
cool design motif. It’s meant to symbolize community power,
strength, and the quest for perfection.
All of Ya’s work has multiple layers of meaning. It’s not just
art; it also tells a story.
“Integrating lines and patterns are a metaphor for humanity,
and how we’re all entangled and come together despite our
differences,” says Ya, who has a poetic way of expressing her
thoughts. “We all face similar challenges even though we have
different walks of life.”
Take the underground tunnel that leads from Central Avenue
and Ferg’s Sports Bar to Tropicana Field for a Ray’s game and
you’ll find another intriguing mural – the Blue SUNnel. That
Continued on page 32
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Invested
We attribute our success to the success of our clients.
For almost four decades we have been Tampa Bay’s leading community bank.
When we put our community ﬁrst, everyone wins.

Scott Gault | Market President
727-502-8401 | sgault@bankoftampa.com
200 Central Avenue | St. Petersburg
BankofTampa.com
BUSINESS
BANKING

PERSONAL
BANKING

WEALTH
MANAGEMENT

TRUST
SERVICES

MEMBER FDIC

NEJ Jan Feb 2017 170103.indd 2

1/3/17 6:31 PM

NEJ Jan Feb 2017 170103.indd 3

1/3/17 6:31 PM

Page 4

NORTHEAST JOURNAL

January/February 2017

Bliss. We Have It By The Barrel.

C O M E I N A N D TA S T E T H E W O R L D’ S
F I N E S T O I L S, V I N E G A R S, S P I R I T S,
A N D W I N E S A S Y O U S H O P.

P U B L IS H E R’S N OT E
Happy New Year, everyone! After such a volatile 2016, I am hopeful that
2017 will be a much smoother ride.
This edition was particularly challenging for a variety of reasons. Trying to
maintain business as usual’ is always tricky over the holidays, but this year
was met with an unexpected and great loss to the Northeast Journal family.
Our managing editor/photographer, Susan Woods Alderson, passed away
suddenly on November 10, 2016. No one could believe that the vivacious,
spirited and devoted Northeast Journal figurehead was gone. Truly too surreal!
When I launched the Journal in September 2004, the day after it hit the
streets, Susan contacted me! In the upbeat, won’t-take-no-for-an-answer
way of hers, she said she was impressed with the Journal’s quality and positive
content, and must contribute her photos of the neighborhood she knew so
well. From that day forward, Susan either took photos, coordinated articles,
or connected people in the community... and usually all of the above. Even
though she couldn’t see the finished product, this issue is filled with stories
that she gathered and organized in her old-fangled, three-ring binder.
And, not afraid to be behind or in front of the camera, Susan would agree
wholeheartedly with Linda Dobbs and John Bailey about the fun times they
had together working on Journal stories. See page 12 about the original
Original, Susan Woods Alderson. As you read it, say a prayer of gratitude for
all that she contributed to bringing this community together on these pages
for the past 12 years.
This issue is dedicated to Susan Woods Alderson. May her spirit live on
through the Northeast Journal.

Jen

Join the Fun!

300 Beach Dr. NE #105 | Corner of 1st St & 3rd Ave | (727) 317-3926 | vomfassstpetersburg.com

It’s not just a house, it’s a home
www.centralcycling.com

FIRST RIDE IS FREE!
Beginner Classes
Cardio Rides
Express Rides
Themed Rides
Live DJ Spin Rides

CENTRAL CYCLING
is St. Pete’s newest spin studio
in the heart of the Grand Central District
Great Workout ° High Energy ° Friendly ° Experienced Certified Instructors

Northeast Journal
is published bimonthly by
Village Green Publishing, Inc.
www.villagegreenpublishing.com

PUBLISHER
Jennifer MacMillen
(802) 698-8184, (888) 868-7192
publisher@villagegreenpublishing.com

FELDMAN
& SON

BUILDERS AND REMODELERS

Providing quality home building and remodeling services
in the Tampa Bay area, since 1974.

727.409.3873

www.hefeldman.com
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THANK YOU

For This

Record-Breaking
YEAR

Thank you for your overwhelming support.
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Allow the Strickland Property Group to
open your door to Tampa Bay.

rM
ark
et
is

For years, we’ve introduced families to homes throughout
the beautiful neighborhoods of St. Petersburg. This year,
by helping families find forever homes, we are proud to not
only meet, but surpass our annual goal of $90 million with
$100 million closed in 2016.

!

The Strickland Property Group is blessed and proud to be
one of the top agencies selling the finest homes in
the finest neighborhoods in St. Petersburg.

Visit Our Remarkable New Listings

BONNIESTRICKLAND.COM
Follow us @thestricklandpropertygroup
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Call us 727-698-5708
100 Beach Drive NE Ste 102, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
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A E S T H E T I C S

We Treat Skin,
Because We Know Skin
Our Services:
Laser Facial Rejuvenation
Permanent Laser Hair Reduction
Vein Treatments
Eyelid Rejuvenation (blepharoplasty)
SmartLipo™
Neuromodulators (Botox Cosmetic® or Xeomin®)
Next Generation Dermal Injectables
Advanced Skin Care products
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MEE T TH E WRIT E RS
We would like to sincerely thank and introduce our writers. The time and
talent they dedicate to writing about good people, good places, and good things
happening is what makes the Northeast Journal the quality publication that our
readers have come to expect and love.

John Bailey, 23-year resident of St. Petersburg, began as a
writer-producer-director of radio & television documentaries.
He has an Emmy and numerous advertising awards. “What, me
retire? I love what I do: photography and communications –
that’s my life.” [jlbwriter@earthlink.net]

Jeannie Carlson is a correspondent for Tampa Bay
Newspapers, Inc. and an adjunct professor of English at local
colleges in the area. A resident of the Old Northeast since
2000, she is the publicity/entertainment chair for the Suncoast
Scandinavian Club. [carlburn@tampabay.rr.com]
Rick Carson has lived in St. Pete since 2001, after a career
journey that took him from national Republican politics to the
innkeeper of a B&B – from the cesspools of Washington to
cleaning guestroom toilets (ask him if there is any difference).

Linda Dobbs, 12-year ONE resident; lived/worked in 10 states
and three continents; a journalist/editor for 40 years; member
of City’s International Relations Committee and Dali Guild; Tai
Chi enthusiast; docent-in-training at Sunken Gardens. Husband
Bob, 3 children, 3 grandchildren. [linda_dobbs@yahoo.com]
Becky Malowany is a Tampa Bay native, Snell Isle resident,
freelance writer, and businesswoman. She earned her Master’s
Degree from the George Washington University and Bachelor’s
from FSU. Becky has a passion for travel, art, sports, animal
welfare, and the environment. [rlemmon123@gmail.com]
James Martin and his wife have been residents in the historic
Old Northeast for the past 4 years. James is a graduate of the
USFSP, and is an everyday outdoorsman who enjoys anything
that includes being on the water or surrounded by nature.
[everydayoutdoorsman@gmail.com]
Will Michaels is retired as executive director of the History
Museum and has served as president of St. Petersburg
Preservation and vice president of the Dr. Carter G. Woodson
Museum of African American History. He is the author of The
Making of St. Petersburg. [wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com]
Janan Talafer A long-time Snell Isle resident, Janan Talafer
enjoys writing about people and places in St. Petersburg, her
adopted hometown. She loves swing dancing, blues music, and
gardening, even when the weeds threaten to overtake the yard.
[janantalafer@gmail.com]

Dr. James Connors, MD,

Jennifer Landy, MD

Medical Director & Board Certified
Dermatologist

Board Certified Ophthalmologist

Jennifer Webster, PA-C

Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner
Cosmetic Dermatology

Physician Assistant,
Cosmetic Dermatology

Allison Kyle, ARNP

Livia Zien moved to the area from Washington, DC in 2000.
She married, traveled, and changed careers from electrical
engineering to culinary arts to teaching math. Livia (who also
enjoys running and swimming) and her husband Greg love
life in the ONE with their two kitties.

lumentampabay.com (727) 824-8399
620 10th Street North, Suite 3A, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Located in Downtown St. Petersburg
(St. Anthony’s Hospital Campus - Suncoast Medical Clinic)
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ONE ST. PETERSBURG

#1 Selling Condominium in Tampa Bay
100 1st Ave N (Preview at 330 Beach Dr.)
Pricing from the $600s to $4M
Offering 1,402 - 4,062 SF
onestpetersburg.com | 727.240.3840

THE SALVADOR

Artful & Innovative Living in the
Heart of Downtown
199 Dali Blvd
Starting in the $400s
thesalvador.com | 727.475.7451

CRESCENT LAKE CITY HOMES

LIV233

Tranquility at your Doorstep
Modern Luxury in The Heart of the City
1851 5th Street N
233 4th Avenue N
Starting in the $599s
Starting at $1.2M
3 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 2,489-3,049 SF
3 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 2,939-2,986 SF
CrescentLakeCityHomes.com 727.800.3448
liv233.com | 727.565.2752

EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTIES. EXCEPTIONAL AGENTS.

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.
401 COFFEE POT RIVIERA NE
Offered at $1,950,000

1682 OCEANVIEW DRIVE
Offered at $1,795,000

4 Bed | 3 Bath | 4,800 SF | New Construction

3 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 4,355 SF | Tierra Verde

1220 DARLINGTON OAK CIRCLE NE
Offered at $865,000
4 Bed | 4/1 Bath | 3,638 SF
Janelle Chmura 813.380.5465

1140 CORDOVA BOULEVARD NE
Offered at $1,325,000
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 3,353 SF | Waterfront
Wendy Fields 727.647.2286

Frank Malowany 727.432.1176

Scott Allen 727.698.1997

725 BRIGHTWATERS BOULEVARD NE
Offered at $2,250,000
5 Bed | 6 Bath | 5,156 SF | Waterfront
Steven Reilly 727.455.4089

4360 45TH STREET S
Offered at $710,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,526 SF | Waterfront
Sally Bauscher 727.418.7205

121 58TH AVENUE S
Offered at $499,900
5 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 2,842 SF
Connie Lancaster 727.741.2000

2008 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE NE
Offered at $649,000
4 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,988 SF | Pool
Chris Pitre 718.724.3980

7020 BAYOU WEST PLACE N
Offered at $429,000
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,875 SF | Pool
Lee Stratton 727.432.8408

168 13TH AVENUE NE
Offered at $1,365,000
4 Bed | 5 Bath | 3,780 SF | Pool | New Construction
Donna Jamieson & Ryan McGinniss 941.724.4731

TAMPA | ST. PETERSBURG | CLEARWATER | BEACHES
TAMPA | ST. PETERSBURG | CLEARWATER
1.855.580.3758
| WWW.SMITHANDASSOCIATES.COM
1.855.580.3758
| WWW.SMITHANDASSOCIATES.COM

•
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Keeping Pace:

Area Youth Going High Tech In and Out of the Classroom
Canterbury School of Florida

T

he full 8th grade class at Canterbury School of
Florida, along with students from our upper school
engineering design class were invited to Northside
hospital to learn about and use the da Vinci surgical system
robot from Intuitive Surgical. The da Vinci Surgical
System is a robot with a console control that allows doctors
to operate with a minimal incision which results in less
pain, less scarring, quicker recovery, and fewer mistakes
made by doctors. This experience followed the students’
educational technology curriculum, and gave them a

chance to see a cutting-edge, real-world use of robotics.
Technology is not merely a lesson at Canterbury; it is
woven into their curriculum to help students in PK3
through grade 12 further explore every subject. Canterbury’s philosophy exposes students to a real-life approach,
connecting their classroom content with their digital skill
sets. The school’s vision is that all of their students will
learn to manage digital tools in powerful and ethical ways
to meet their educational goals and further their understanding of the world.

Saint Petersburg Catholic
High School

O

n March 25, SPCHS will
celebrate their 15th Annual
Baron Gala, A Night at the

Shorecrest seniors Katherine Peterson and Neha Reddy deliver
gifts for the school’s annual gift drive. For more than 20 years
the Shorecrest community has held an annual holiday gift drive to
benefit the Guardian ad Litem Foundation of Tampa Bay to
brighten the holidays for children in foster care.

Opera.
Join alumni, parents, and friends for
dinner and cocktails, to mingle, and to
bid on over 100 silent-auction items and
10 live-auction items.
Tickets are $100 before February 15,
and $125 after.
Save the date! More information
available in the coming months.

Dr. Anna Baralt (center) and the entire Shorecrest faculty and staff in front of the Janet Root Theatre at Shorecrest.

Shorecrest

I

n October of 2016, Shorecrest Preparatory School was named an Apple
Distinguished School, a designation reserved for programs which meet criteria
for innovation, leadership, and educational excellence, and demonstrate a
clear vision of exemplary learning environments.
Apple recognized the St. Petersburg school for its innovative teacher-leaders,
its successful 1:1 iPad Program implementation, and the thoughtful integration
of technology throughout its PK-12 program.
“It’s such an honor to be recognized as an Apple Distinguished School,” says

director of educational technology Dr. Anna Baralt who was instrumental in
securing the designation. “Shorecrest students don’t simply learn how to use
technology, but rather use technology to amplify their learning. Our teachers
work hard to stay abreast of changes in technology and of the latest brain
research on technology for students; I’m so proud to see their work honored
this way.”
At a recent all-school meeting, Shorecrest headmaster Mike Murphy
commended Dr. Baralt on her leadership in the educational technology field and
presented her with a golden apple.

Please submit your photos and stories about young people in our community. Our youth is improving the world every day.
Let’s sing their praises. Contact editor@northeastjournal.org.
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NEW PRICE

HISTORIC ESTATE
WITH 4 WATER LOTS
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GOODNESS InDEED

The Bird Miracle: Flying Free and Coming Home

S

So, right away he called us asking if
we were missing our parrot. After
breathlessly confirming Shah’s escape,
Bill informed me an Indian Ringneck
had been spotted on 17th Avenue.
After excitedly telling Bob the news,
I called the Vernons right away. They
invited us over to see if it was Shah
Jahan. It was!

Linda Dobbs

hah Jahan – named for the Persian
‘King of the World’ who designed
the Taj Mahal for his favorite wife
– mistakenly escaped from his cage. He
flew free throughout the Old Northeast
for about two weeks before being rescued
(or tricked) on Halloween Eve and
returned to his unbelieving owners.
This saga involves five people and
one bird, and is a true story of
hopelessness, inquisitiveness, indefatigability, positivity, and finally,
serendipity!
Our Indian Ringneck parrot, Shah
Jahan, and his wife, Shalimar, were
acquired when Bob and I lived in Saudi
Arabia. They lived with us for 18 years
and relocated with us throughout
moves to Germany, New Jersey, and
Florida. Neither of them were tame as
their 22 children were. (The babies
were adopted by bird lovers).
They lived together in a large cage,
spending the days of good weather
outside, coming in at night. They flew
in the house sometimes, but never
outside. They always returned to their
cage at sunset. One day outside by the
fountain, the food dish opening in the
cage was left ajar by mistake. The two
birds spent the day in the palm tree by
the house, coming back to the cage at

there. But as the sun rose higher, he
flew to another tree and ignored all our
calls and treat enticements. He then
moved onto another tree farther away,
and to our dismay, we saw him fly off
beyond our view.
Each morning and evening for almost
a week, we scanned the trees and skies
and called him by name, but there was
no sign of him. Maybe he could find a
wife or a friendly flock of Monk parrots?
He is an older bird – they live about 25
years– so maybe this was his last hurrah?

Shah Jahan contentedly sits in his cage outside.

Bill O’Grady with Shah Jahan, the first time the untamed pet has been held.

twilight with enticements of peanuts.
Perhaps this made us a little lax about
slightly open doors for the next few years.
In October, we opened the cage door
just a little bit, as we normally do, to
empty the water dish before moving the
cage indoors. Shah saw an opportunity
to fly free and quickly pushed past Bob,
brushing him slightly as he flew into the
palm tree. This was the first and perhaps
last time either of us had ever touched
him. Perhaps now that he was a widower,
he felt the urge to look for a new wife?
It was already sunset, but he wouldn’t
come down to the cage for a peanut or
hibiscus flower or banana – all of his
favorite treats. He crawled deeper into
the palm tree and stayed hidden all
night. In the morning, he was still

After seven days or so, we had accepted
the inevitable: Shah was gone.
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But, now what?

Family and rescuers gathered around Shah Jahan: Linda Dobbs, Bill O’Grady, Bob Dobbs,
Monica Vernon, and Garth Vernon.

But was he?

In the meantime, Monica (rescuer
#1) and Garth Vernon (rescuer #2), who
lived on 17th Avenue NE, noticed a
bright green bird late Sunday morning.
Monica recalled, “I saw him in the back
yard through the bedroom window – he
was amongst the many doves and
squirrels that were eating the bird seed
back there. I knew he was special, not a
Quaker parrot. He was making pretty
sounds up in the oak tree later. I called
my Mom [rescuer #3], being a ‘bird
person’ herself, to see if she knew what
kind of bird he was, and what to feed
him. She suggested feeding him some
millet sprays. I was mostly concerned

that he needed something special to eat,
but he seemed to enjoy the regular food
the other animals were having.”
The next morning Monica noted
that he was getting the idea that “he had
a pretty reliable food source and hung
out in the fishtails.” By Tuesday, she had
seen the green bird in the back yard every
day, usually mornings and evenings. She
texted her friend, Patti Lansing (rescuer
#4), who does wildlife rescues – squirrels,
rabbits, and ducks – to see if she could
identify the type of bird. Patti texted that

At the Vernon’s, we called to him,
but he just sat up on a wire talking to
the doves that were next to him. We
went home, got Shah’s cage and
brought it over to the Vernon’s with
some peanuts and hibiscus flowers in
it. They set it up on a table in their
backyard patio. They always spread lots
of birdseed next to the tiered fountain
where they feed wild birds and squirrels.
It looked like the perfect pet/wild bird
paradise. They invited us to come over
anytime and just walk in the back to see
Shah – which we did, but to no avail.
Shah was basically a wild bird, never
touched by human hands, so how would
we get him back in the cage?
That week, Monica recalled she and
Garth got millet for him and some tasty
looking parrot food. They had seen Shah
climbing on the cage and thought that
if he saw something tasty inside the cage,
he would go inside. Then all they had to

Shah Jahan casually sitting on the Vernon’s back patio table

she thought he was an Indian Ringneck
parrot. “I was worried he needed a special
diet or would be interesting to the many
hawks and other critters,” recalled
Monica, “but when I Googled Indian
Ringneck, I felt better, because it said
they were resourceful, intelligent, and
resilient birds.”
She also called Sunken Gardens,
thinking he was a parrot who had
escaped from there, and left a voice
message for supervisor Bill O’Grady
(rescuer #5), quite a well-known ‘bird
man.’ She emailed pictures she had
taken on her cell phone. There were
no escaped parrots from Sunken
Gardens, but Bill just happened to
know someone who had an Indian
Ringneck – the Dobbs.

do was close the door. Easier said than
done. Later that week, Garth saw him
actually go inside the cage to get snacks.
“The wheels were set in motion,” reports
Monica. “Between Halloween set up and
thinking about how he could rig the door
on the cage, Garth had a lot of fun.”

Garth got him… But how?

Being a ‘laid-back’ fisherman,
according to Monica, “We do have
fishing line, so Garth got the monofilament on Sunday – the day before
Halloween – and in full-on MacGyver
mode, he practiced using the fishing line
to close the cage door. He ran the line
through the holes on the table outside
to leverage it so he could be a distance
from the cage to close the door to not
scare Shah away.”
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The saga continued. “Early Halloween evening, just as we had finished getting
the decorations set up for the zillions of trick-or-treaters,” Monica recalls, “we
happened to be looking out the back window and we both saw that Shah was in the
cage! We looked at each other and ran outside. Garth grabbed the end of the
fishing line while Shah was happily eating his tasty treats in his cage. He pulled
the line and the door shut!”
According to the Vernons, the cage door pulled shut with a small bang, Shah
looked up a little startled, then turned back to his food and kept eating. Trick or
treat – Shah got both!

He’s home and now wing-clipped

We really had given up on ever having Shah home. “At that time, it was full-on
trick-or-treat and we were inundated by the little goblins,” noted Monica. But
Monica and Garth called us right away – Shah was caught! We were speechless.
While I manned our front door, Bob jumped in the car and managed to make it
down the Vernon’s alley to park. Ringing the front door bell amidst the trick-ortreaters, he was greeted by Garth and Shah Jahan... in his cage of course.
We had a ‘thanks’ dinner recently to honor our bird rescuers. Shah was the
center of attention as he posed for photos. Monica’s mother, Angela Miller, was
even in town from Arizona, and we all got to observe Bill O’Grady’s prowess with
bird handling. Shah needed to have his wings clipped so that his superior flying
ability was curtailed for his own safety. We let Shah out of his cage in the closed
sunroom; when it is dark he doesn’t fly much and tends to stay on the ground.
Bill and I practiced catching him.
I had always used a cloth to cover his head and ‘lethal’ beak, but Bill showed
me how to sweep him up by the feet and then hold him gently behind his neck.
Bill did get a bloody nip on the finger, but insisted it didn’t hurt. He then walked
around the room swinging Shah upside down then right side up and talking to
him. This is so he would get used to being held and realize we wouldn’t hurt him.
Bob and I patted Shah’s head and his wings for the first time ever. Then, as Bill
held him, I clipped his flight feathers.

Relax... Enjoy the view at BayView!

www.BayViewDental.com

111 2nd Avenue NE, #1400 – a Bay View!
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

PH: 727.873.7446

EMail: BVDAStPete@BayViewDental.com

ALL MAJOR DENTAL INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

You can teach an old bird new tricks

It will take time, and I still want to avoid being nipped by that beak, but we
are going to tame Shah Jahan. You won’t see him flying around the neighborhood
anymore, but you might see us walking about with ‘The King of the World’ on
our arm (and a Band-Aid on a finger). “We enjoyed seeing that handsome green
guy in the yard,” exclaims Monica. “He brings such joy. We are extremely glad he’s
back with his family. Maybe we’ll lure another green feathered friend.”
Kudos to bird rescuers Garth, Monica, and Bill. And welcome home, Shah!
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The Original Original
Linda Dobbs and John Bailey

In Honor of Susan Woods Alderson
December 7, 1944 to November 10, 2016

Managing Editor and Photographer of
the Northeast Journal

H

ow does one capture the spirit and life of the
original ‘Original’ – that being the title of a
new series of articles about St. Petersburg
natives, invented by Susan Alderson? I wrote the first
in the series for the November/December 2016 issue
of the Journal.
As I was doing that interview with our first
individual, Helen Dewalt, asking questions and
furiously scribbling my notes, photographer Susan
enthusiastically circled around us – nonstop clicking,
up and down, right and left – except when she giggled
with excitement each time Helen’s recollections
reminded her of something she loved. Usually she
was quietly in the background trying to be invisible
in order to get the perfect shot; but for this article,
she was so excited she could hardly contain herself.
She and Helen shared reminiscences of stories, places,

all the contributors, full of compliments, and full of
polite reminders of the approaching deadline.
Susan and I were like twins – except she was the
youngest (by four months) and the prettier – and we
worked together as a team. So, this tribute is very
difficult and emotional for me, but one that she so
deserves. How I wish I could ask her to share her
fondest memories of growing up and living almost her
entire life in St. Petersburg. I can imagine how she
would respond: sparkling eyes, ready smile, talking
rapidly, and making suggestions for whomever the
photographer was... maybe John Bailey?
John willingly shared his remembrances of Susan:
“How does one write about one who is adored, very
creative, a true inspiration and co-conspirator? Susan
Alderson was all of the above and more, the right
person at the right time for this outstanding
publication. She was truly the inspiration for most of
the stories that I wrote. She accompanied me on just
about all of them, helped rein in over-exuberance at
times, helped with interviews, took world-class
photographs to illustrate them. Yes, we developed all
those stories together.

She was fun to work with and
and activities. If only I had written
responsible for many enduring
down Susan’s memories.
memories, like the ones that come to
I recall mumbling to myself: “Really,
mind about the March 2009 story, Of
Susan is the perfect person for this article
Pelicans, Piers & Sailing Ships. She set
– I’ll have to do her next.” She was
up the interviews with Captain Robin
destined to be next, just not the way any
Walbridge at the pier, master of the
of us imagined. And, of course she had
Bounty, along with Nina and Joe
the perfect shot – of herself with camera.
Piacenza who owned the bait shop that
Susan’s daughter, Rebekah Lazaridis,
was located on the pier. It was full of
who is a Tampa resident and also a
whimsical moments that featured
writer for the Journal puts it best: “This
Henrietta the pelican begging for fish
neighborhood and city defined her.”
handouts; Robin refusing to pose
The family is all thrilled about having
behind the wheel of the tall ship –
Susan featured on the Originals page.
insisting that ‘captains never drive the
As Rebekah explains, “She was so
ship... that’s for helmsmen’; Nina
excited about that Originals page. I’m
suddenly grabbing a pelican that got
glad the Journal is giving her a highlight
too close to a little girl; and Susan
– she worked very hard for them for
getting claustrophobic below deck on
such a long time and I know it would
the Bounty.
rest her heart getting this kind of
Left: At age 21. Right: “Me, my daddy, his daddy, and his daddy.” Above: Susan’s family at one
Although the memories of that day
deserved attention.”
of their Halloween home productions. (Sean, Rachel, Rebekah, Ben, Susan, and Susanna.
are pleasant, three years later in October
And, to Susan, I say: “I’m writing
this article before deadline!” A first for me, but I am determined to truly honor 2012, the Bounty sank off the coast of North Carolina during Hurricane Sandy.
Susan’s legacy. She was always very organized and ahead of schedule so the procras- Only 14 of the 16 aboard were saved. Captain Walbridge was lost at sea, and a
tinators like me probably drove her crazy.Yet, she was always very supportive of new crew member, Claudene Christian, was recovered, but had drowned.
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Ironically, her great-great-great-great-grandfather was Fletcher Christian, who
was the leader of the mutineers of the original Bounty.
There are also memories of the time when we were ready to cast off for a ‘pirate
adventure’ and were delayed because someone forgot to get hot dog buns when
we were researching for Fire In The Hole!, published in May 2011. And why did
we need hot dog buns? For the cannons! Hot dogs buns were needed, you see, to
pack the explosive charge into the muzzle. Oh well, landlubbers don’t know these
fine points of sailing aboard a pirate ship where the mission is to make noise and
fire the hot dog buns toward the old pier all for fun. And who did the photography
for this one? Not our photographer Susan, who sat as far away as she could get
from the lively crew manning the cannons and covered her ears! For that story,
consider that we indeed cast bread upon the waters of Tampa Bay.
Other fun stories also come to mind. The July 2007 edition featured a story
about Debra and Gareth Eich, who enjoy restoring old Ford Model-A cars from
the late-1920s in A Ride Back In Time. I had not driven a Model-A for over 50
years, and Susan and I literally had a blast, blowing the ‘ah-ooogah’ horn up and
down Coffee Pot Boulevard.
For November 2008, Susan and I had A Chat With Jillian and learned about
the history of the Chattaway Restaurant, and we took a ghost walk for Haints,
A Woman Scorned, and other Ghost Tales, for September 2010.
What’s not to love about a horse-drawn romantic ride around the water
district? Well, Susan and I did that, too. Some ‘romance’ – she was in the back
seat taking photos and I in front, seated next to Leland Allenbrand, getting
information for the story while Leland held the reins to his horse, Duke. It was
a fun ride around the park... another interesting story for the May 2010 issue,
Take a Ride with Duke.
For November 2010, Joan Priest on Snell Isle related a Christmas story with
a tear in her eye. She recalled when her children were about age four or five, she
and husband, Bill, always decorated the tree on Christmas Eve. ‘We wouldn’t let
the children see it until we had it decorated. Then we made sure they had their
hair combed and faces washed – they would come down the stairs and their eyes
would light up as big as saucers when they saw the tree and all the presents.’ We
called this story T’was The Night Before.”
I also checked the facts about Susan’s life with daughter Rebekah. Susan died
just three weeks before her 72nd birthday (Pearl Harbor Day) here in St.
Petersburg. She lived her whole life in the Old Northeast (except for a few years
in Maryland) in four homes (16th, 18th and 19th Avenues). Her first five years
were spent in the Wilhelm Funeral Home on 155 8th Street North, her grandparents’ business. Her grandfather, John Wilhelm, moved to Florida in the late
1800s and was a pioneer for the Tampa Bay area. He started his first business as
an antique shop on the now-popular 600 block, and then started Wilhelm Funeral
Home which thrived from the 1920s through the 1960s. He put all of his nine
children through college during the Great Depression and housed his loyal
employees. The home is currently called the Dupont Building, named after its
architect who also designed the Vinoy and the Don Cesar hotels. Such a history
makes Susan a true ‘Original’ for sure.
Susan and long-time husband, Ben, had four children: Sean Alderson (St.
Petersburg), Susanna Alderson Patrick (Celebration, FL), Rebekah Eugenia
Lazaridis (Tampa), and Rachel Woods Baynard (New York City). According to
Rebekah, Ben and Susan were close friends who grew up together as children,
and were devoted to each other all their lives.
Susan’s family willingly shared their thoughts for this article. “With a resolve
comparable to General Patton, she never took ‘no’ for an answer and always told
me ‘it never hurts to ask.’ I find myself repeating these two sayings over the last
few weeks as a resolve that will stick with me for the rest of my days. I’m grateful
for every single moment I had with her,” Rebekah affirmed.
Daughter Rachel agrees, adding: “Mom always had plans and was so active.
Her fail-safe medicine for me anytime I was sick was to ‘drink a Coke and eat a
banana.’ It always worked! We would write long emails to each other every day,
and she would tell me in almost all of them that I was her sunshine. It meant so
much to me, and it’s something I think about and try to emulate every day.”
Daughter Susanna had these thoughts to share: “Susan was exquisitely
beautiful... inside and out. She radiated brightness and beauty wherever she went.
She never took ‘no’ for an answer and packed quite a punch for being so vertically
challenged. To know her was to absolutely adore her and I miss her every day.”
Susan’s husband, Ben, reminisced, “Susan loved the Journal with a devotion
you will never replace. I supported her with enthusiasm and encouragement,
knowing that whatever she did for the Journal was a key point in her life. What
made her unique was the fact that she only spoke the positive. That, in and of
itself, is a blessing.”
We were all blessed to have known Susan Woods Alderson. She epitomized
the Journal’s slogan, “Good People ~ Good Places ~ Good things Happening.”
And she truly will never be replaced.
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2017-2018
OPEN HOUSES: Wednesday, January 25
• 9am: 2 years old – kindergarten,
main campus, 3200 58th Ave S
• 6:30pm: 1st-8th grade, elementary and middle
school campus, 5995 MLK Jr. Street South

• Elementary and Middle School
• Integrated curriculum
• Collaborative work
environment

3200 58th Ave. S.

at Maximo Presbyterian Church

Call for Personalized Tour

License #C084323

alegriamontessori.com

• Fostering self-motivation,
independence and
academic success
• Spanish Immersion

866-1901

Alegria Montessori School welcomes students without regard to race, color, religion, national or ethnic origin, or economic or social class.

Looking to Create a Financial Plan?
We help simplify
complex financial matters
while managing risk
Scott Petrucci provides:
•

Customized fee-based planning with a relationship

• A uniquely handcrafted asset allocation model that captures all of

your assets on a single page, quarterly with a personalized commentary
• A competitive money management fee structure
• Knowing that a professional is helping you
monitor your financial situation

Scott J. Petrucci, ChFC® 727.525.8484

spetrucci@pfginc.com // 6345 Tanglewood Dr NE, St. Petersburg
Serving the Tampa Bay Area for 28 years
Registered Representative offering securities through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, member FINRA/SIPC.
Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity. Advisory Services and Financial Planning offered through Vicus Capital Inc.,
a Federally Registered Investment Advisor. Investments and Services available to residents of FL, GA, SC, NC, NJ, CA, MI, OH, VA, MO, IL, TN.

More Health

Grocery
Produce
Café & Bakery
Wine Craft Beer Body Care Supplements
St. Pete
2842 Martin Luther King St. N.
(727) 821-6825

South Tampa
1021 N. MacDill Ave.
(813) 873-7428
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Larger Than Life
Livia Zien

W

alking into the St. Pete Sculpture Museum,
a visitor is greeted with life-size clay
masters of famous, historical figures from

Demon Deacon

Neil Armstrong to Amelia Earhart.
“The sculptures get bigger as you go
through each of the four galleries,”
explains Jon Hair, owner and artist.
Hair does everything in a big way.
His background is as diverse as his
sculptures. He has hobnobbed with
greats like Jimi Hendrix in New York
City, before Hendrix reached
stardom. He has toured with bands
as a drummer. He is an avid poker
player and plays in the World Series
of Poker. But he began sculpting 15
years ago, after running a successful
advertising business for 25 years in
Charlotte, NC, with clients like First
Union, Husqvarna, GE, and IBM.
A fine-art major at Ohio State
University, he left school and started

playing drums after his junior year. And then Patty,
his now wife of 40 years, drove him to the Columbus
College of Art and Design. He paid his way through
college playing the drums, and majored in advertising
design instead, working for 25 years as an art director
and designer.
Hair’s career as a sculptor had a very unconventional
beginning. Driving through the Everglades from Naples
to Fort Lauderdale, he saw the big Miccosukee Casino
under development. He explains, “I said to myself...
you know, they really need a big bronze in front of that
place.” He was told that he had to talk to the tribal
chairman. He was met by a receptionist who told him
that the chairman was booked for two months and
could not see him. “I just wanted to get my foot in the
door. I went in there with a brochure, explained that
I was doing art shows in the area.” Do you mind if I just
sit in the waiting room?” he asked. “I just need five
minutes to present my portfolio to him.”
So Hair waited all day Monday. “My next art
show wasn’t until Saturday, so I thought to myself,
‘I’ll be here until Friday at 5 if I have to.’” He
returned, each and every day that week, and

Jon sculpting a lion

continued waiting until Friday afternoon at 4:45,
when the chairman finally came out and met with
him. Jon recalls, “The chairman said I was the most
persistent person he’d ever met! We agreed that I
would come up with a proposal for them.” Hair

Lucky 8

continued on to Fort Lauderdale
on Saturday for the show, but he
worked on the proposal all
weekend, and surprised the
chairman Monday morning, with
another visit. Jon explains, “He
asked ‘What are you doing here
now?’ I told him I’d get back to
him with a proposal, and the
chairman said, ‘Already?’” Jon’s
response? “I’m not the hare that
lost the race.” Jon walked out of
there with a check for $115,000
and his first monumental
commission – a Miccosukee boy.
Then he thought to himself,
“Gosh – I don’t know how to do
these big pieces! What have I
gotten myself into?’”

A D V E RT I S E
in the JOURNAL
Contact Susan at
727.259.3149 or
northeastjournal@gmail.com
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opened up his studio, The St. Pete
Sculpture Museum, at 290 MLK Street
N. There, visitors can view firsthand
dozens of larger-than-life clay sculpture
originals, bronzes, works in progress,
images of his various commissions...
and his drums. They can even see him
sculpting his latest commission right
in his museum studio!
Visit www.stpetesculpturemuseum.org
for more information.
Pier Sculpture Proposal: Oceanica

But Hair never backs down from a
challenge. One hundred commissions
later, with approximately half that are
monumental in scale, 100 gallery-sized
pieces and 25-30 life-size pieces, Hair
is likely the most prolific monument
sculptor of our time. He has 35 universities on his client roster.
Among his long list of commissions
and awards, he was also commissioned
by the Beijing Olympic Committee to
sculpt the Lucky 8; by Purdue
University for a 20-ft Boilermaker;
Wake Forest’s Demon Deacon; and
just this past December, he unveiled a
statue of Fred Rogers, of the famed
Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood
television show, in Latrobe, PA.
“The clay original is the first thing
you have to do to make a bronze. After
you sculpt the piece in clay, you cut it
in pieces to mold it,” explains Hair. For
a large-scale piece like Jon’s 26-foot

lion, 245 molds were created.
But, the clay original, always
damaged from the mold making
process, is usually discarded. Hair says,
“About 6 years ago, I was tired of seeing
my big monumental pieces all cut up
and getting hauled away in a dump
truck, so I started putting them back
together. I cleaned them up to see if I
could make them look ok, and I put
them in my studio in Charlotte, so that
when I came into work in the morning,
I’d feel inspired.” After accumulating
more than 40 pieces in his studio,
people started visiting by the bus loads
in Charlotte.
While Jon remains very active in
his sculpture projects, he is also still
designing. He was selected as a finalist
for the St. Petersburg Chamber of
Commerce logo competition. Most
recently, he presented his 150-footlong sculpture concept for the new Pier

to the Pier Art Committee. He
explains, “My concept involves
building a production facility right
here in St. Pete, creating 30-40 jobs
for local artisans. The facility would
attract hundreds of thousands of
visitors each year and pay for itself
through ticket sales.”
Hair says he loves designing more
than sculpting, then adds, “I love
playing my drums more than both of
them. I play every day.”
Three years ago, Hair started
looking for a home in St. Pete. In
December 2015, he and his wife bought
a home in the Old Northeast. “I love
St. Pete and spent my childhood here
before moving to Miami,” he says. “I
wanted to have a working studio with
a school where people can learn to do
art and sculpture.”
So that’s what he did. He moved all
his clays down to St. Petersburg and

Jon Hair

DISCOVER THE COASTAL DIFFERENCE
Featured SIMMS Team listings in the Old Northeast and nearby neighborhoods:

Old Northeast Front Porch Charm
3 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 1,931 sq ft | First Floor Master Bedroom
Fenced Rear Yard | 2 Car Garage with Alley Access | $525,000
www.OldNortheastHomeForSale.com

Timeless Elegance on Beach Drive
3 Bedrooms | 2-1/2 Baths | 3,040 sq ft | Outstanding Kitchen
Remodeled in 2015 | 2 Car Detached Garage | $1,200,000
www.BeachDriveStPete.com

Under
Contract

Gated Waterfront Community
3 Bedrooms | 2-1/2 Baths | 2,000 sf+
Built in 2004 | $359,000 & $364,000
www.BanyanBayHome.com

Wide Waterfront Pool Home
3 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 2,312 sq ft
Pool | Dock | Lift | $725,000
www.SkyviewShores.com

THE

SIMMS
TEAM

Old Northeast Close to Downtown
2 Bedrooms | 1+ Bath | 1,038 sq ft
50’s charm | Remodeled | $425,000
www.OldNEHome.com

Our family team is committed to providing outstanding service, market knowledge,
negotiation skills and discretion to our clients. Contact us today to learn more.

238 Beach Drive NE | St. Petersburg, FL 33701
www.SimmsTeam.com | 727.898.2582
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Rebecca Malowany

Holiday Charity Fundraiser on Snell Isle

O
Jack Rice, Kelly Lee McFrederick, Robyn Rusignuolo
and Andy Bellino

n December 8th, Joyce and Walter Larson generously hosted
a fabulous holiday cocktail party fundraiser at their beautiful
home on Snell Isle. The event benefited Infinity, the League
to Aid Abused Children and Adults, a 501(c)3 charitable
organization. Infinity’s mission is to provide volunteer services and
direct financial support to CASA (Community Action Stops
Abuse), Suncoast Center (medical foster care program), and
Brookwood Florida-Central (residential home for girls).
This was the Larsons’ tenth year hosting Infinity’s holiday charity
event. As always, it was a huge success. Over 100 Snell Isle and St.
Petersburg residents and supporters attended the fundraiser. The
event successfully raised thousands of dollars through ticket sales
and donations which will directly benefit abused and neglected
children and adults in the St. Petersburg community.
For over 36 years, Infinity has served the St. Petersburg
community. If you would like more information on Infinity or
membership in this worthwhile organization, please visit www.
InfinityStPete.org.

Renowned St. Pete artist, Robert Simone, paints the
iconic Snell Isle Bridge

Plein Air Paint-Out on Snell Isle

Ladies of Infinity: Joy Rudnicki, Jackie O’Brien and
Rosie Watters

On Monday, November 28th, the Plein Air Colony of Pinellas
gathered at the St. Petersburg Woman’s Club for an evening group
paint-out of the Snell Isle Bridge. A small group of artists gathered
at twilight for this special outdoor oil painting event. Led by
renowned St. Petersburg artist, Robert Simone, the group of painters
worked for several hours to capture the beauty and light of the
bridge at night. Simone said, “This is the second time we’ve come
here to paint. The Snell Isle Bridge is one of the most iconic
structures in all of St. Petersburg. It is just beautiful at night and it
also is a nice place to relax and comfortable spot to paint.”
The Plein Air Colony of Pinellas meets once a week at different
locations throughout Pinellas County. Each paint-out event is held
outdoors and at varying times of day. The group is open to oil and
acrylic artists of all skill levels. The number of artists attending each
event varies from four to twenty people at any one time. For more
information on how to join the Plein Air Colony of Pinellas, go to
www.meetup.com, www.robertjsimone.com, or call 727-432-1176.

Shari Gaines of St. Pete captures the iconic bridge
through oil painting

The Snell Isle Savonnier

Joyce and Walter Larson, the Gracious Hosts of the
Infinity Holiday Charity Event

Dee Mcleod is the Snell Isle Savonnier – a soap maker extraordinaire. From her home on Snell Isle, Dee handcrafts
100%-all-natural soaps made from a wide variety of organic and
essential oils and fragrances, glycerin, plants, fruits, rain and sea
water, and pure minerals from around the world.
The Snell Isle Savonnier offers products for women, men, and
dogs, too. Many of Dee’s soap creations include familiar favorites
such as cocoa and shea butter, goat milk, almonds, and beeswax.
While she also offers more unusual and exotic blends like the Black
and Tan Beer Bar, Dead Sea Complexion Bar, vegan soaps with
French red clay, and the Avatar Tiger Bastile Bar made with indigo.
For thirty years, Dee worked as a labor-and-delivery nurse in
high-risk obstetrics. She also worked in alternative medicine and
therapies. After retiring from nursing, Dee began making her own
soaps. She is self-taught and uses her background in medicine and
chemistry to craft all-natural products that are both healing and
soothing.
Creating just one batch of soap can take up to nine weeks, so
this is not just a hobby for Dee. It is a labor of love. Dee hopes that
one day her hobby will grow into a business, but for now, she crafts
her soaps for the pure joy of sharing with family, friends and best
of all, her neighbors on Snell Isle.

The Snell Isle Savonnier, Dee Mcleod, unveiling her
latest creation

Do You Have a Story Idea For the Panther?
Sally Poynter and Sparky Ierna enjoyed the tree
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Do you have a Snell Isle story idea or event that you would like
covered in the Northeast Journal? If so, please contact Rebecca
Malowany at rlemmon123@gmail.com.

Molded decorative 100% all-natural luxury soaps
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Landscape with House and Ploughman (detail)
Vincent van Gogh

1238 Brightwaters Boulevard NE
$1,625,000 | Web ID U7798779
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

300 Beach Drive NE #210
$1,950,000 | Web ID U7752442
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

6500 Sunset Way #419
$1,287,000 | Web ID U7780811
Gunn-Swainston Group
727.421.7234

851 Brightwaters Boulevard NE
$4,350,000 | Web ID U7764553
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

300 Beach Drive NE #2801
$3,650,000 | Web ID U7765462
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

614 Columbus Drive
$2,695,000 | Web ID U7768345
Gunn-Swainston Group
727.421.7234

555 5th Avenue NE #814
$2,495,000 | Web ID U7793878
Gunn-Swainston Group
727.421.7234

1135 Monterey Boulevard NE
$915,000 | Web ID U7778195
Sandy Waterbury
727.507.1788

555 5th Avenue North #824
$2,395,000 | Web ID U7793876
Gunn-Swainston Group
727.421.7234

819 15th Avenue NE
$1,600,000 | Web ID U7793753
Alona Dishy
727.458.8037

907 Lantana Avenue
$599,000 | Web ID U7799322
Bradley Sadeghpour
727.412.5743

140 23rd Avenue North
$449,000 | Web ID U7773291
Chris Encinias
505.620.8543

20,000 associates | 850 offices worldwide | 65 countries and territories globally | 37 Premier Sotheby’s International Realty locations

ST. PETERSBURG | 727.898.6800
102 2nd Avenue NE, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701
Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. Property
information herein is derived from various sources including, but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate and neither suggests
nor infers that Premier Sotheby’s International Realty participated as either the listing or cooperating agent or broker in the sale or purchase of the properties depicted. *Landscape with House and Ploughman (detail) by
Vincent van Gogh used with permission.

Wall Street Journal and REAL Trends Top 500
OVER $4 BILLION IN SALES VOLUME IN 2015 *

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED PARTNER
WITH A GLOBAL REACH
PREMIERSOTHEBYSREALTY.COM
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T he E veryday Outdoorsman

Let the Sun Shine

the world’s first 100% renewable country. Costa Rica generates 99% of its electricity
eing known as the Sunshine City didn’t happen by accident. It’s a badge the needs from renewables, and Germany, a country not known for warm tropical
city wears with pride, averaging 361 days a year of warm, welcoming sunshine. breezes or sunny skies, has already met over 75% of its energy needs via renewables.
Looking for some examples closer to home? Burlington VT, Greensburg KS,
Along with an abundance of sunshine comes sunburns and equally painful
and
Aspen CO all receive their power from renewable sources. Want to know
summer electricity bills, but there’s also opportunity. Specifically, we can explore
what
all 3 have in common other than their commitment to renewable energy
rapidly growing clean energy initiatives, especially solar. Recently, St. Pete was
production?
They don’t see nearly as much sunshine as sunny St. Pete. The
proud to announce that we’ve joined 19 other cities, stretching from coast to coast,
roadmap is there and with 100% St. Pete, we’ll be able
in dedicating ourselves to a goal of “100% clean, renewable
to join this exclusive club.
energy for all.” Our mayor, Rick Kriseman, issued the
100% St. Pete is backed nationally by the environfollowing statement regarding the Ready for 100 campaign,
mental
organization, the Sierra Club’s Ready for 100
“The Integrated Sustainability Action Plan builds on my
campaign
and our local chapter, the Suncoast Sierra
executive order on sustainability by creating a roadmap to
Club,
which
was instrumental in spearheading this
achieve the City’s long-term sustainability goals.
commitment.
This local organization boasts over
Working toward 100% clean energy and zero
3,000
members
and 15,000 supporters. While
waste will help ensure that St. Pete remains a ‘city
there
exist
many
avenues to harness renewable
of opportunity where the sun shines on all who
energy,
100%
St.
Pete
is focused on utilizing our
come to live, work and play.’” While the ’burg is
greatest
asset,
the
sun,
to lead our march toward
the first city in Florida to become part of the Ready
energy
freedom.
Emily
Gorman, campaign
for 100 campaign, clean and renewable energy is
manager
for
Suncoast
Sierra
Club’s Ready for 100
far from a new concept.
St.
Pete,
said,
“This
is
a
historic
moment for St.
A mere 140 years ago, in 1876, it was
Pete.
We
envision
a
city
where
families
can raise
discovered that when selenium was exposed to
their kids in communities free from toxic
light, electricity was produced. And so the
pollution, where everyone has the opportunity
journey began toward harnessing the power of
for a good job and access to healthy, affordable
the sun. By the mid-1950s, silicon solar cells
energy. The transition to 100% clean, renewable
could produce enough electricity to power small
energy will ensure a more resilient, sustainable,
electronics, and in the late 1970s, solar panels
People created a human sun at the Suncoast Sierra Hands Across the
and equitable future for all our residents.”
for home use were widely available, albeit Sand event
Opponents of renewable energy will argue it’s
considered cost prohibitive at over $76 a watt.
not cost efficient, that it’s not as reliable as fossil
Fast forward to current costs which are 130
fuels, and that global warming hasn’t been scientimes less expensive at just $0.57 a watt and
tifically proven. I would welcome everyone to
falling. It’s not only a dedication to adopting
conduct a little research on their own to find the
solar power to meet the City’s energy needs, but
truth, read about how renewable energy can
more of an overall commitment to 100% clean
create jobs, make energy more affordable and
renewable energy.
limit pollution – then you came make your own
If you’re wondering what this entails, it’s
decision. Heck, why not just use 100% St. Pete as
simple. Clean, renewable energy involves any
a perfect test case; it’s in our own backyard and
energy sources which are not exhaustible, like
it’s moving full steam ahead.
solar and wind power, but can also include
Next time you’re out enjoying a stroll along
hydro, tidal, and geothermal, as well as energy
our beautiful waterfront parks, or catching some
efficiency. These energy alternatives generate St. Petersburg is the 20th city to plan for a 100% renewable future, and
rays at one of our world-class beaches, remember
electricity with little or no pollution and don’t the 1st to fund it this way. #Readyfor100
that the sun is working, creating energy for all of
contribute to global warming.
Is ‘100% clean, renewable energy for all’ even a possibility? Absolutely! The us to share. St. Pete is on the precipice of something remarkable! To learn more,
proof is in the pudding, if you will. When we look at other countries leading the I welcome you to explore the Suncoast Sierra Club and the 100% St. Pete initiative.
way in renewable energy production, we see that Sweden is well on its way to being Until next time, see you in the sunshine!

B
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OUT AND ABOUT

stDTSP

#SeeYouAtTryst

727.821.4567

HALF-OFF BAR BITES!
Daily during 4-7pm happy hour!
dinetryst.com

fb.com/TrystDTSP #SeeYouAtTryst
(727) 821-4567 | 240 Beach Drive, St. Petersburg, FL
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CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF COMMUNITY • • • 1911-2011
ST. PETE’S JEWEL ON TAMPA BAY
Rick Carson, editor

OLD
NORTHEAST
NEIGHBORLINESS
We want to share our neighbors’
thoughts about what it means to be
neighborly in The Historic Old Northeast.

Y

our Historic Old Northeast
Neighborhood Association
invites and encourages you to
stay connected and on top of programs,
events and other happenings in our
neighborhood. Want to learn more

Send your thoughts about The Historic
Old Northeast (100 words or less) to
nsnaeditor@aol.com. Won’t you join us.
en years. Yup, that should be
enough time to confirm if we
made a good decision to come
live in The Historic Old Northeast.
Our porch is our command post. We
greet so many friends and visitors from
here. And hold maybe a party or two.
“Come on up, have a libation, and let’s

talk about what’s going on in the
’hood.” We go out on weekends to do
yard work, but it ends up being more
fun to talk with the neighbors who are
strolling up and down the street. We
meet visitors wandering the
neighborhood who ask if it’s as good as
it looks. We smile and say, “It’s better.”
Ten years. Sure does not seem like
it. I think we made a great decision.

about the neighborhood, become
involved, share ideas, learn about
events and dates of Porch Parties, and
provide feedback? Use social media and
‘Like’ and ‘Share’ our Facebook page
at www.facebook.com/honnaorg. We
want to hear from you!

• Volunteer for a project, program or
event (such as Trunk or Treat, the
Candlelight Tour of Homes, Porch
Parties, Crime Watch). For more
info contact Nikki Taylor at
volunteers@honna.org.
• Follow HONNA on Facebook.
www.facebook.com/honnaorg
• Follow HONNA on Twitter and
Instagram. There are two ways you
can engage on both Twitter and
Instagram: @honnastpete (Twitter/
Instagram) or tie everything
together at #honnastpete. For

T

Ways To Stay Connected:

• Visit the HONNA website.
www.honna.org
• Become a member of HONNA.
You’ll receive periodic informative
email announcements.
www.honna.org/get-involved

Saying “Thank You”

T

he HONNA Board of Directors
decided it was an opportune time
to recognize neighbors who have
contributed in exceptional ways to the
quality of life in the ONE. At its
quarterly meeting on November 14,
board member Robin Reed presided
over the presentation of awards to five of these neighborhood residents. In her
introductory remarks, she noted, “When you think about a beautiful neighborhood
like the Old Northeast, you realize that such a lovely community couldn’t have
happened by magic – it took the efforts of many, restoring their houses, participating
in the community, and
working with the city to
protect those characteristics
that make a neighborhood
unique.”
She read from a proclamation by Mayor Rick
Kriseman announcing
November 14, 2016, as Mary
Alice Lange Day, presented
in recognition of her 30 years
of leadership in the neighborhood association. The Susan Ajoc (director of Community Services/City’s
proclamation acknowl- Neighborhood Affairs department), Mary Alice Lang
and Robin Reed
edged how she had:
• Galvanized support for
neighborhood improvements during the 1980s and ’90s
• Led the effort in 1990 to create St. Petersburg’s first Neighborhood Plan,
outlining goals, policies, and priorities for the Old Northeast (then called North
Shore), and in 2009 led the process for updating the plan
• Participated in the founding of a political action group which eventually
led to the preservation of Sunken Gardens
• Led the team of ONE residents engaging in the 20/20 Visioning process which
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nsnaeditor@aol.com

Barbara and Jay Marshall, 8th Avenue NE

instance, if you take a photo or
write a tweet regarding HONNA,
you can bring it to HONNA’s
attention by using the hashtag
#honnastpete.
• Join NextDoorOldNortheast. This
is a private social network just for
residents of our neighborhood.
HONNA is not affiliated with
Nextdoor.com, and the views
expressed by members are their
personal views and do not always
reflect views of the association.
www.nextdoor.com

culminated in the 2007 Land Development Regulations
• Participated in the creation and presentation of HONNA’s award-winning
application to Neighborhoods USA for the 2009 Neighborhood Plan
• Organized the effort which culminated in the Old Northeast becoming a
non-profit corporation
• Been instrumental in initiating the Acorn Street Lighting Program along
1st Street
• Participated in the beautification and safety efforts that transformed 4th Street
• Received a Florida All State Neighborhood Team Award
• Chaired or participated in innumerable HONNA events including the July
4th Children’s Parade, Halloween celebrations, Children’s Easter Egg Hunt,
and the neighborhood’s 100th Anniversary Picnic
• Steadfastly supported and participated in HONNA’s leadership, having served
as president of the organization three different times and as a board member
numerous times
The HONNA Board also named Mary Alice the Board’s first Honorary Trustee.
Other neighbors recognized by HONNA were:
• Carol and Burt Kline, who were acknowledged as Volunteers of the Year for
their photographic work documenting the neighborhood’s tree canopy. Its
purpose was to help determine where parkway trees need to be planted to
maintain the Old NE’s distinctive greenery. A decade ago, they photographed
every single house and apartment building – some 2,600! – in the Old Northeast
as part of the neighborhood’s official planning document submitted to the City.
• Susan Arsenault, who was named HONNA Booster for her dedicated service
coordinating the increasingly popular third-Friday-of-the-month Porch Parties.
• Ron Magray, who retired after nine years serving on the HONNA board. He
received the Board of Trustees Award for the yeoman work he’s done overseeing
parking and traffic issues in the neighborhood. He led the effort to make 1st
Street one lane with a dedicated bike lane, worked to get crosswalks installed
on 4th Street, and coordinated efforts between with the City and affected
residents regarding the new permit-parking program on 6th and 7th Avenues.
Ron was also the board’s go-to guy dealing with crime and safety issues as liaison
to the police department.
Neighbors heard from Darden Rice, the City Council member who represents
our neighborhood. Her remarks focused on infrastructure projects including the
Pier, water treatment facilities, and police headquarters. She fielded questions on
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topics ranging from impact fees on new construction and restoration of Tampa
Bay to leaking sewer pipes and area-wide water collaboration.
A brief update was given by Marci Emerson on Friends of North Shore
Elementary (www.fsne.org), and our resource officer from the police department
gave a report on recent criminal activity in the neighborhood. (The good news
is there’s very little crime; the bad news is too many of us still leave our cars
unlocked!). Coffee and tasty pastries came from Black Crow Coffee (next to the
Old Northeast Tavern; www.blackcrowcoffeeco.com).
At the meeting, the new board was elected for the coming year. Members are
Rick Carson, Melissa Clark, Sarah Craig, Natalie DeVicente, Kris Hibl, Charleen
McGrath, Peter Motzenbecker, Nikki Nate, Robin Reed, Troy Taylor, Kent Ulrich,
Jay Weisberg, and Kimberley Wolfe.
Three are new to the board. They are:
Melissa Clark, along with her husband, Mike, have
been residents of St. Petersburg since 2000 and of the
ONE since 2009. She is a realtor with Smith and
Associates, and just completed her Graduate Realtor
Institute designation. Melissa was chair of the 2016
Candlelight Tour of Homes and volunteers for the
Albert Whitted Airport Preservation Society and
Blues Fest.
Kris Hibl is originally from Columbus OH, and
moved to the Tampa area in 2010. Finally settling in
the ONE in 2014, she absolutely loves the friendly,
inviting neighborhood. She is the mother of two
wonderful young men, 21 and 24; the youngest leaves
for boot camp in January and the oldest is successfully
managing a fleet of food trucks in the Columbus area.
(She keeps telling him he needs to move south!) She
likes meeting new people and trying her hand at all
things artistic!
Troy Taylor is a native and life-long resident of
Florida. He and his wife, Nikki, moved into their Old
Northeast bungalow in April 2015... and they never
want to leave. Their daughter recently joined them here
and is a nurse with Largo Medical Center. Troy has a
Bachelor’s degree in physics and a BSEE, and is currently
a business unit manager at Jabil Defense and Aerospace
Services. When they are not working on renovations,
Nikki and Troy like to explore all of the amazing options
for dining and entertaining in the area. And on the rare
occasion when he has a few hours and the wind is right,
you can find him kayak-fishing in the Bay.
Retiring from the Board were Mary Alice Lange, Ron Magray, and Emily
Norton. At its December board meeting, Peter Motzenbecker (president), Jay
Weisberg (vice president), Nikki Nate (secretary) and Charleen McGrath
(treasurer) were elected to lead HONNA in 2017.

Showcasing Our Neighborhood

HONNA’s 19th Annual Candlelight Tour of Homes on Sunday, December 11
featured eight houses – each of which underscored varied architectural styles, with
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unique interior designs, furnishings, and creative décor – which make the ONE
the distinctive neighborhood it is.
Over 1,100 tour-goers (many of whom were first-timers) explored the residences
of our gracious neighbors: Chad and Jennifer Boyd, Steve and Melissa Clark, Forrest
and Turner Eleazer, Ann
Goldman,
Theresa
Matthews, Doug and
Margaret Phares, Skip and
Donna Wilkinson, Maureen
Stafford and Elinor Miranda.
Our sincere thanks to the
homeowners and chair
Melissa Clark, who planned,
organized, and executed the
event with the help of the
committee leads Shawne
Angelle, Bonnie Bailey,
Ellen Engels, Jay Marshall, Charleen McGrath, and Nikki Taylor. Additional thanks
are in order to the over 100 volunteers, tour booklet sponsors and advertisers, Artistic
Flowers, Robinson Brand Builders, Gulf Breezes Photography, Vesper Bells from the
Lutheran Church of the Cross (in photo), ticket outlets, and Westminster Palms
Retirement Community – ‘hospitality central’ on a most successful tour day. This
tour earned the most total revenue ever, exceeding last year. Proceeds will go toward
supporting HONNA programs, events, neighborhood beautification projects, and a
local charity.

Shredding Saturday
HONNA arranged with the Louise Graham Regeneration Center to collect
residents’ shredable paper at the Westminster Church parking lot on Saturday,
November 12, to be recycled at its 3rd Avenue South facility. The organization is
a local not-for-profit which
provides employment for
developmentally disabled
adults through the recycling
and sale of paper products
(www.louisegraham.org).
HONNA hopes to offer this
convenient opportunity
again in the near future for
neighbors to securely dispose
of private and personal
papers no longer needed.

On the Calendar
Check www.honna.org
for details on these and
HONNA president Peter Motzenbecker, event chair
other events. Coming up:
Natalie DeVicente, and some 80 ONE residents gathered
Quarterly neighborhood
for the annual neighborhood holiday party on December 19
meeting(March),ONE-wide
at the Old Northeast Tavern. Two huge boxes full of toys
Yard Sale, and annual Easter
donated by attendees were delivered to Johns Hopkins All
Children’s Hospital for distribution to their young patients. Egg Hunt.
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LAYERS OF LOVE continued from page 1

mother and grandmother. “You could get Martha to do what you wanted, but
you couldn’t get Martha to do what you wanted,” explains Carlen. They married
that June.
Their courtship was equally as ‘unorthodox,’ as Carlen describes. They first
met in Atlanta when Carlen was at Georgia Tech and Martha at Agnes Scott
College, through Martha’s then-boyfriend and Carlen’s roommate, Tom Elliott.
Then they all went to graduate school together at the University of North
Carolina. Years later,
when Tom married
Martha’s roommate
Connie, it was at their
wedding when Carlen
and Martha decided they
wanted to get to know
each other a little more.
Their
friendships
remained
steadfast
through the years.
Tommy, as Carlen affectionately refers to his
former
roommate,
recently sent him a
portrait he had just
painted of Martha.
“She
was
very
independent, had a great
laugh, and she was smart
as a whip! The more I got
to know her, I saw how she
was so empathetic and
sensitive to people.” After
college, Martha moved
back to St. Petersburg, 40 years of memories made by Martha and Carlen Maddux
where she was originally
from, and taught history at St. Petersburg High School for a year. Early on, she
became very involved in the civil rights movement, keeping calm in the classroom
when the school system was implementing its busing plans. As a teenager, she
had gone to hear Dr. Martin Luther King speak, over her grandmother’s strong
objection.
Her compassion poured into other areas of her life, “truly keeping her eye out
for folks not as well off, really wanting to help.” Carlen recalls, “Once a month or
so, she took our kids over to the St. Petersburg Free Clinic – back when it was a
smaller operation – to fill baskets and help with food distribution. All of our children
have grown up sensitive to that.”
Shortly after their first child, David, was born, Martha began working on Jimmy
Carter’s presidential campaign in 1976 when they needed someone to manage in
South Pinellas. “She just jumped on that. I hadn’t seen that political side of
Martha, and it was interesting to me.” Martha continued to be active in local
politics, and was elected to the St. Petersburg City Council in 1983 to fill a vacancy,
where she continued to serve for 6 more years.
Working on her campaign, he remembers spending a lot of time in their garage,
making yard signs. “There was going to be a lot of pressure on us, but I was really

Martha in 1996 as she ran for State Legislature
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proud of her for getting on Council. She could ask some very pointed, direct
questions, always trying to get to the heart of things.”
With his business background, Carlen was offered a job with the St. Petersburg
Times working as an investment manager. But, he always had an urge to get into
writing. “I went to Andy Barnes, the No. 2 editor at the time, and asked, ‘Let me
throw a wild idea by you. Any chance I can shift from the business side over to the
editorial side?’” He never expected that the idea would fly, but he says, “They took
a chance and stuck me out as a cub reporter at Largo and Seminole. They kept me
out there about a year,
then brought me down to
be on the business desk.”
He stayed there until 1983
when he decided to branch
out and launch his own
business
magazine,
Maddux Report, focusing
on local businesses in the
Tampa Bay area.
He and Martha were
focused on raising their
family, busy with their
careers – Carlen running
his magazine, and Martha
on the City Council.
During the summers,
Martha would pack the
kids up in their car and
drive up to Montreat, a
Presbyterian conference
center in North Carolina.
They would stay for 6-8
weeks, with Carlen
joining them in the
beginning and at the end
of their stay.
Then their lives took a dramatic turn after Martha’s diagnosis in 1997. Over
the next 11 years, Carlen took care of Martha in their home with the help of
caregivers, before she entered Menorah Manor. In his book, Carlen talks about
the worst emotional blows: the diagnosis, the seizure, and looking for nursing
homes. During that period, Carlen, Martha, and their children, David, Rachel,
and Kathryn, took multiple journeys – from the literal to the spiritual – exploring
their complex layers of love for one another and for their faith.
Both with Protestant Christian upbringings, they sought advice, friendship,
and guidance from a multitude of faiths. Reverend Lacy Hartwell, their Presbyterian minister and friend who married them, urged them to meet with Sister
Elaine Prevallet at the Sisters of Loretto in Kentucky. Carlen flew to Sydney,
Australia to talk with an Anglican minister, Canon Jim Glennon, looking for
answers in faith and healing. He took retreats to St. Leo Abbey in Pasco County.
He absorbed himself with the writings of a Trappist monk, Thomas Merton, who
was also a social activist, and explored discourses with the Dalai Lama, a Vietnamese
monk named Thich Nhat Hanh, and other Asian religious figures.
Their children, each in some stage of entering, attending, or graduating from
college, struggled with their own pain, both together and with each other. When

Kathryn, Martha, David, Carlen, Rachel boating in 1987
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Rachel and David were out of college, they decided to take turns giving their
father a weekend each month to take his retreats at St. Leo. “I didn’t quite
understand what they were giving me at the time – but I certainly do now.”
Carlen started keeping what he calls a ‘survival journal’ which eventually
grew to be 14 hand-written volumes. “I’d keep it by the bed, and if things were
going through my mind, I’d jot them down,” he explains. “I didn’t really
perceive this whole thing as a path until I started going through the journal
and saw how things sort of unfolded. We were just dealing with one problem
after another.” But after starting to write the book, “It really connected things,
not just on a chronological basis, but on a qualitative comparative basis from
1998 to about 2008.”
Telling their story meant opening some of their most personal emotions to
people they did not know, reliving many of their painful and most difficult
experiences, and accepting vulnerability. Carlen explains, “What we’ve gone
through, a lot of people go through... but they all just sort of keep it to themselves,
in an insular kind of way. If someone can connect with what we’ve gone through,
and figure out their own way, it probably would be of help.”
He speaks to his audience in the book, making the reader feel as though they
are sitting in a room together, just listening to him share his experiences. “I do
hear from folks, whether they’re in a crisis or not, that it’s connecting with some
memory in their past. I don’t quite know how it happens – how they’re connecting
with what I’m saying, other than that they understand the frustrations I had. If I
hadn’t been able to share the suffering, I don’t think the whole sense of joy would
have had any authenticity to it.”
His book seems to transcend any particular religion, but in his moments of
epiphany and of despair, he calls out to God and Jesus Christ. “The way I can
translate the events for me was through this Christian concept and vocabulary.”
He elaborates, “The thing I’ve learned is that it doesn’t matter what you call it.
We all have to deal with fears of whatever is coming up, sometimes in a volcanic
way if you get hit with a crisis. Call it what you want – you have issues you have
to deal with.”
“When Martha was on Council, she – and other council members no longer
here – would give anything to see St. Pete like it is now.” Carlen continues to live
in the Old Northeast, in the home he shared with Martha since 2002. His daughter
Rachel and her family live just a few blocks away. His son David and family are
in Tampa. Carlen remarks, “Martha and I never thought that would happen,”
thinking that their kids would eventually leave the area. He is busy spending time
with his family and friends, promoting his new book, and continuing to explore
his faith.
Carlen and Martha Maddux moved to St Petersburg in 1975. Reflecting on
their many close friends they have made over 40 years, he says, “It’s home.”

A D V E RT I S E
in the JOURNAL
Contact Susan at
727.259.3149 or
northeastjournal
@gmail.com
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A Valentine’s Gift
with Plenty of Heart

Adopt-A-Manatee®
for All You Love This Year

Call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646)
savethemanatee.org
Photo © David Schrichte

1/3/17 6:33 PM

Page 24

January/February 2017

NORTHEAST JOURNAL

Cross-Bay Ferry Runs Full Steam Ahead

S

Jeannie Carlson

ince the Cross-Bay Ferry launched
on November 1st, more than
8,000 people have taken trips on
the Provincetown IV between St.
Petersburg and Tampa. The 55-minute
one-way excursion connects passengers
between the Vinoy Basin in downtown
St. Petersburg and the Tampa
Convention Center in downtown
Tampa. The six-month pilot project
is contracted to run from November
2016 through April 2017.
The Provincetown IV is a 149-seat
passenger twin-hull aluminum
catamaran that was built in Somerset,
Massachusetts. Based out of Boston,
the Provincetown IV ferried commuters
and day-trippers between Boston and
Provincetown during the summer
months. The Provincetown IV took the
impressive 1600-nautical-mile trip
from Boston to Tampa Bay for a ‘Test
the Waters’ initiative to explore the
viability of water transportation
technology and service in the Tampa
Bay region.
If the project is a success, a vessel
will be manufactured for year-round
use and engineered especially for
navigating the waters of Tampa Bay. It
will take approximately 30 months to
build such a boat. Whether the cities
will continue to contract the Provincetown IV for the winter months during
the interim while the new ferry is being
built is unclear at this time.
According to Amanda Koenn,
representative of Schifino Lee – the
company that does the advertising and
branding for Cross-Bay Ferry St.
Pete-Tampa – the collaboration
between St. Petersburg, Tampa,
Pinellas County, and Hillsborough
County to get the project off the
ground was substantial. “It is amazing
the way both cities and counties came
together for this initiative,” said
Koenn.
Tickets may be purchased online at
www.CrossBayFerry.com or at the
docks near the St. Petersburg Museum
of History along Second Avenue NE
leading to the pier. One-way fares for
adults are $10 each, youth fares (ages
3-12) are $8 each, and children under
3 accompanied by an adult are free.
Group ticket sales and special sailings
are also an option. The ferry runs daily
with three round trips on Saturdays
and two round trips the rest of the
week. Check the schedule online or at
the dock for exact times.
Ferries seem to be a remnant of the
past. The last major ferry service in the
Tampa Bay Area was the Bee Line
Ferry which connected St. Petersburg
with Manatee. Although the ferry had
run since the 1920s, the construction
of the Skyway Bridge made it obsolete.
With renewed interest in water transit
alternatives, the Cross-Bay Ferry may
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spur on a resurgence of ferries in Tampa
Bay.
In the hectic world of the 21st
century, the retro feel of the ferry
makes for a nice change of pace. The
soothing rhythm of waves against the
hull, sights of dolphins leaping from
the waters, sounds of seabirds overhead,
and the view of shore landscapes makes
the ferry ride a relaxing respite while
the journey is a calming adventure to
the destination.
Provincetown IV cruises at approximately 29 knots (33 mph). The ferry
is 98 feet long and 33 feet wide. She is
equipped with comfortable indoor and
outdoor seating on the main and upper
decks, has two heads (bathrooms) on
the main deck, and a concession stand
on the main deck. The concession
stand serves snacks and beverages,
including coffee, tea, soft drinks, and
water as well as beer, wine, and liquor
once the ship is underway.
The ferry is equipped to carry up to
30 bicycles. The cost of bringing a
bicycle on board one way is one dollar.
Two pieces of luggage and one carry-on
are allowed per passenger. Strollers are
also allowed free of charge.
Passengers should be ready to board
twenty minutes before sailing. The
diverse passenger mix of locals, visitors,
and international tourists makes for an
eclectic ride. “Seventy percent of the
seats have been filled during the
Monday through Friday trips so far,”
said Koenn.
On the St. Petersburg side, the
boarding area is within walking
distance of Beach Drive, the heart of
St. Petersburg’s dining, shopping, arts,
and entertainment district. St. Petersburg’s famous waterfront parks
frequently provide special events, fairs,
and festivals. Cultural attractions such
as the Dali Museum, Museum of Fine
Arts, Florida Holocaust Museum,
American Stage, St. Petersburg
Museum of History, and the Morean
Arts Center are close by.
Once the ferry arrives in Tampa,
Riverwalk has much to offer as well.
Cultural attractions in the vicinity are
the Straz Center, American Victory
Ship Mariners Museum, Florida
Aquarium, Florida Museum of Photographic Arts, Glazer Children’s
Museum, Henry B. Plant Museum,
Scarfone/Harley Gallery, Tampa Bay
History Center, Tampa Fire Fighters
Museum, and the Tampa Museum of
Art.
Koenn was enthusiastic about the
offerings in both downtown St.
Petersburg and downtown Tampa.
Cross-Bay Ferry provides water transportation in the bay where the ride is
relaxing and fun. “It’s beautiful on both
sides of the bay no matter which way
you are going.”
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A RO UN D T HE BL O CK
Save the Date for Infinity’s Fashion Show Fundraiser

I

nfinity, the League to Aid Abused Children and Adults, will hold their
11th annual Mardi Gras Madness spring fashion show on Tuesday,
February 7 from 11am to 1:30pm, at the St. Petersburg Yacht Club
located at 11 Central Avenue. Proceeds from the event directly benefit
CASA (Community
Action Stops Abuse),
Suncoast
Center
(medical foster care
program)
and
Brookwood FloridaCentral (residential
home for girls).
Infinity’s Mardi Gras
Madness is one of St.
Petersburg’s premier
social charity events of
the season. This exciting and fun event will offer guests an opening ceremony,
elegant luncheon, live entertainment, Mardi Gras mask contest, silent
auction, cash opportunity prizes, and much more. Beautiful fashions by
Chico’s will be modeled by leading ladies from the St. Petersburg community.
Tickets are $50 per person. Group ticket packages are available and
include a listing in the
event program: Queen of
Carnival $500 (includes
four tickets); Duchess
$200 (includes two
tickets); and Carnival
Krewe $100 (includes
one ticket). Additional
sponsorship opportunities are available.
Infinity also welcomes
donated items and
services to include in the
silent auction. To
purchase tickets or make
a donation to this
important event, please
email info@InfinityStPete.org or call
727-415-5879.
For over 36 years, Infinity, the League to Aid Abused Children & Adults,
a 501(c) charitable organization, has served abused and neglected individuals
in the St. Petersburg community. If you would like more information on
Infinity or membership opportunities, please visit www.InfinityStPete.org.
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HATTON
FINANCIAL
SERVICES

INCOME TAX PREPARATION
FINANCIAL CONSULTING
BUSINESS SERVICES
Over 20 Years Experience

Thomas J. Hatton, CFP
506 21st Avenue NE
St. Petersburg
727-234-5110
727-821-4058 fax
tomhatton@tampabay.rr.com

IN-HOME SERVICE
AVAILABLE

In-Home
Intuitive Bodywork
& Massage for
Women & Couples
transform how you feel, function & live

Jean Riccio
LMT, MFR, NMT

727•642•2518

hellojeanriccio@gmail.com
jean.massagetherapy.com
MA63040

– Rebecca Malowany

Located on a beautiful, private, 100-acre setting on Halls Lake
in Newbury, VT. Just a 40 minute drive from the
Dartmouth College campus.

Camp Farwell is
the first girls sleepaway summer camp in Vermont,
the first girls overnight summer camp in New England, and
the first girls summer camp in the United States, founded 1889.

Now accepting applications for all 2017 Summer Sessions!
www.Farwell.com MailForDirectors@farwell.com 802-429-2244
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also known as cultural heritage tourism, is a branch
of tourism oriented toward the history and cultural
heritage of a place. It primarily involves visiting
historic sites and places, including museums, and
participating in community activities that celebrate
the heritage of people living in a particular place.
Heritage tourists are particularly high-value tourists
in terms of their contribution to the local economy.
US cultural travelers spend 60% more than those who
do not participate in cultural or heritage attractions.
Heritage visitors spend more per day, stay longer, and
visit more places than tourists in general. Heritage
tourism data related specifically to Florida shows that
some 47% of US tourists who visited Florida visited
an historic site (2007); 13 million people visited a
history museum in Florida (2008); and six out of ten
tourists in Florida participate in some history-based
activities. A recent survey undertaken by the St.
Petersburg Arts Alliance of 32 nonprofit museums,
theaters, and other centers of artistic endeavor in St.
Petersburg (including heritage institutions) counted
1.6 million out-of-town customers and $32 million in
receipts. Food and lodging expenditures by these
tourists boosted that dollar infusion several times over.
St. Petersburg was named one of the top 53 Destinations to Visit in the World by the New York Times
in 2014. Specifically mentioned were waterfront park
enhancements; the “stunning” Dali Museum; sophisticated restaurants, including Rococo located in a
renovated 1920s building and the Tap Room at the
reinvented historic Hollander Hotel; and the crafts
beer scene including Green Bench Brewing Company.

Prominent St. Petersburg Historic Places

Heritage tourism is built upon a community’s
historic assets, and St. Petersburg has its special
historic places. Some of the most prominent of these
include:
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Courtesy of Michaels Family Collection.

HERITAGE TOURISM continued from page 1

St. Petersburg’s finest hotel is the 1925 Renaissance Vinoy
Hotel. Its restoration in 1992 is widely credited with being
an important catalyst for downtown St. Petersburg’s rebirth.
A hotel historian provides public tours weekly. This vintage
hand-colored postcard shows the main lobby.

• Historic Downtown Waterfront Parks: The
pride of the city, the Downtown Waterfront
Parks are one of the largest and oldest waterfront
parks in the United States, dating from 1910.
Saint Petersburg Preservation periodically
conducts walking tours of the Parks and has
recently published, with the support of Southern

The Weedon Island Cultural and Natural History Center
features a unique one-thousand-year-old canoe discovered at
the Weedon Island Preserve in 2001. Approximately
100,000 people visit the expansive 3190-acre Weedon
Island Preserve annually.

Roots Realty, a self-guided tour, the Historic St.
Petersburg Downtown & Waterfront Walking Tour
Guide. For the tour schedule go to www.stpetepreservation.org. The guide is available at the
Chamber of Commerce, 100 Second Avenue
North, and may be accessed online at www.
walkingtourstpete.com.
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There are two walking trails with a series of informative markers which provide a glimpse into
the varied culture of the Midtown part of the city. The 22nd Street South (popularly known as
‘The Deuces’) trail is titled ‘Community, Culture, and Commerce. The 9th Avenue South
trail is titled Faith, Family, and Education.’

Page 27

• Architecture and Historic Buildings: The history of a city is written on its
buildings. The city’s signature architecture is its distinctive Mediterranean
Revival and Craftsman, or bungalow, styles. Much of this and many other styles
may be experienced at the three locally designated Historic Districts (Roser
Park, Granada Terrace, and Lang’s Bungalow Court) and five National Historic
Districts (Downtown St. Petersburg Historic District, Kenwood Historic
District, North Shore Historic District, Roser Park Historic District, and Round
Lake Historic District). Again, Saint Petersburg Preservation offers guided
tours and the historic districts themselves typically have an annual showcase
event and tour. Also of special note is the Coliseum Complex which includes
the historic 1920s Coliseum building, and the adjacent shuffleboard and lawn
bowling courts and chess club situated at picturesque Mirror Lake. Many city
events are held at the Coliseum, but the Shuffle Board Courts (‘The Oldest &
Largest in the World’) have really taken off in recent years, and are open to
the public daily. Visit St.Pete/Clearwater has an excellent video featuring the
Coliseum and shuffleboard courts on its website (www.visitstpeteclearwater.
com/video).
• Historic Hotels: These include the Vinoy Renaissance Hotel, Jungle Hotel
(now Admiral Farragut), Rolyat Hotel (now Stetson Law School), and nearby
Loews Don CeSar Hotel. The Don was winner of the 2015 Historic Hotels of
America Awards of Excellence given by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The Vinoy has its own in-house historian who conducts regular tours
four days a week (727-824-8005). Other historic hotels of note include the
Princess Martha (now a retirement home), Suwanee Hotel (now county
government offices), Ponce de Leon, Sunset (now Crystal Bay health residence),
and Williams Park Hotel. Many of these hotels or former hotels are city
landmarks. Some may be viewed on the Saint Petersburg Preservation tours.
• Fort De Soto and Egmont Key: Perhaps the most visited sites in the St.
Petersburg Area, Fort De Soto and Egmont Key, are most known for their
beaches and bird life. Fort De Soto has been ranked as Number 1 US Beach
by both Dr. Beach and TripAdvisor, and was among the top four tourist
attractions in 2015 for Pinellas overnight visitors. Annual Fort De Soto Park
attendance averages 2.7 million visitors. Both venues are also historic sites,
including remnants of Fort De Soto constructed for the Spanish-American
War, and the historic 1853 lighthouse and remnants of Fort Dade at Egmont
Key. The 12-inch mortar battery at Fort De Soto was listed in the National
Register of Historic Places in 1977. Pinellas County Government and the
Continued on page 29

DESIGNED TO RELAX.
Aﬀordable. Convenient. Luxurious.

NOW OPEN!

Corner of 4th St N & 5th Ave N

$49

Intro Massage

727.823.3700 | MassageStudioSpa.com | Open 7 Days & Evenings
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TH E H E ART G AL L E RY

Join us for

OPEN HOUSE

PK3 - Grade 4 | Feb. 2 | 8:30 - 10:30 AM
Grades 5 - 12 | Feb. 9 | 4:00 - 6:00 PM
Visit canterburyflorida.org to RSVP
or to learn more about our marine studies program

Apply your SELF
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The mission of the Heart Gallery of Pinellas & Pasco is to provide an
emotionally safe way to connect children with families through
a traveling exhibit featuring the faces and stories of
local foster children ready for adoption.
For more information, please visit the
website at www.heartgallerykids.org.

FATIMA – AG E 13
Outgoing and engaging, Fatima meets the
world on her terms whether that means
overcoming the biggest hurdles on the high
jump or challenging herself to learn new and
hard words. A fan of Becky G, Ariana Grande,
and Chris Brown, Fatima enjoys listening to
music. Fatima would like to be a singer, a
rapper, or maybe a dancer or an actor. Who
knows – she might just become the next star
on her favorite show, Dancing with the Stars!
If Fatima could change the world, she’d put
an end to bullying and fighting. Her perfect
day would include going to the beach or the
park. Fatima is looking for a fun and outgoing
family who likes ice cream!

Angela Clifton Photography

B R A N D ON – AG E 17
A lawyer in training, Brandon is proudest of
his ability to get along with people and his
sense of humor. Brandon describes himself
as caring and fun, traits that will come in
handy if he ever gets his dream super
power – the ability to read people’s minds!
His favorites include the TV show The Flash,
playing video games, and the color blue. His
favorite foods come from Taco Bell and he
avoids Subway. Brandon enjoys getting to
hone his drawing abilities in his art classes.
If Brandon could change the world, he’d
have peace. Brandon would like a dog
someday in addition to a nice, fun, and
easygoing family. Siblings are a bonus!

Imagine Pro Photography
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HERITAGE TOURISM Continued from page 27

Friends of Fort De Soto provide excellent information, including a self-guided
walking tour brochure of Fort De Soto, at the county website: www.pinellascounty.org. The brochure is also available from the attendant as you enter
the park. Visit St. Pete/Clearwater has an excellent online video regarding
Fort De Soto (www.visitstpeteclearwater.com), and good information about
Egmont Key. Egmont is accessible by ferry and the Dolphin Snorkeling Cruise
tour boat.
• Indian Mounds: Our city boasts rare complexes of Native American Indian
Mounds at Maximo Park, Boca Ciega Bay, and Weedon Island Preserve. The
Weedon Island Preserve with its unique combination of Cultural and Natural
History Center, fishing pier, kayak and canoe paddling trails, and hiking trails
is a great way to combine history, ecology, and recreation. The Center and
nearby Indian mounds tell the story of the Weeden Island Culture dating back
1800 years. Also told is the colorful more recent Weedon history of airports,
speakeasies, and Hollywood movies. A prize artifact on display is a unique
1000-year-old, 40-foot canoe discovered at the Preserve. Weedon has a welldeveloped archaeological educational program (Archaeology Academy).
Approximately 100,000 people visit the Preserve annually. Weedon Island is
included in the statewide guide to visiting Florida’s Indian Heritage Sites known
as the Trail of Florida’s Indian Heritage. The Anderson-Narvaez Mound at
Jungle Prada in Mound Park abutting Boca Ciega Bay, and the Safety Harbor
Mound at Philippe Park in nearby Safety Harbor, are also included in the guide.
The Mounds at Maximo are accessible to the public while those at Weedon
Island are not. Abercrombie Park, also on Boca Ciega Bay, is another Indian

USA Today picked the Florida Holocaust Museum in St. Petersburg as the top museum in
Pinellas County. In 2015, the museum had over 250,000 visitors.

Mound site. The City recently purchased additional property adjacent to the
park with the intention of exhibiting Indian artifacts on the site at some future
date. The county website has excellent information about the Weedon Preserve;
as does Friends of Weedon Island at www.friendsofweedonisland.org. For
information on Florida’s Indian Trail see www.trailoffloridasindianheritage.org.
• Midtown and African American Heritage Trails: Midtown is the site of a
vibrant African American Main Street Historic District (22nd Street and 9th
Avenue South), and includes the African American Heritage Trail. The
African American Heritage Trails are two walking trails which provide a
glimpse into the varied culture of the Midtown part of the city. The 22nd Street
South (popularly known as ‘The Deuces’) trail is titled ‘Community, Culture,
and Commerce’ and focuses on the rich cultural heritage of the neighborhood,
community leaders, landmark businesses, and the evolution from the Jim Crow
era to desegregation and the Civil Rights Movement. The 9th Avenue South
trail is titled ‘Faith, Family, and Education’ and delves into the more personal
aspects of life in the community, highlighting the local schools, housing stock,
community organizations, and churches that enriched the social fabric of the
neighborhood. A map is available on the City website.
• Museums and Related Sites: Historic museums and sites include the St.
Petersburg Museum of History; Carter G. Woodson African American Museum;
Holocaust Museum; Pioneer Park; Pinellas Pioneer Settlement at Boyd Hill
Nature Preserve; Sunken Gardens (‘St. Petersburg’s Oldest Living Museum’);
Weedon Island Preserve Cultural and Natural History Center; Ted Williams
Museum and Hitters Hall of Fame at Tropicana Field. Also within the Greater
St. Petersburg area are the Armed Forces Museum, the Tampa Bay Automobile
Museum, and Heritage Village at Largo.
So, don’t forget to make that New Year Resolution and visit a local historic
place in 2017. And if you find it intriguing, next time a family member or friend
comes to town, share it with them as well. Make them heritage tourists!
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MEE T Y O U R NE IG H B O R
To be considered for the Meet Your Neighbor page, contact editor@northeastjournal.org.

Jaime
Calderbank

Andi
O’Neill

Jeanette
Ohanian

One Lucky Dog

37th Avenue North

Classy Closet

What is your favorite commercial?

What is your favorite commercial?

What is your favorite commercial?

The Publix holiday ones... they make me cry!

I love the Budweiser one where the Clydesdales save
the puppy! Any commercial with animals, really.

Geiko one with two squirrels in the middle of the

A gadget you can’t live without:

accident. Just funny.

A gadget you can’t live without:

My cell phone!
Using only one word, name something significant
about your life today.

Blessed
Best thing about living in this day and age:

Instant access
Favorite childhood book:

A corkscrew! Ha ha ha.
Using only one word, name something significant
about your life today.

Creativity
Best thing about living in this day and age:

The instant gratification provided by Google. Find
out what you want to know immediately!

road high-fiving each other after causing an

A gadget you can’t live without:

My watch
Using only one word, name something significant
about your life today.

Love

Favorite childhood book:

Best thing about living in this day and age:

Little Women

You can reach people all over the world with the

were safe, what one thing would you grab?

If your house were burning and all family and pets
were safe, what one thing would you grab?

touch of a finger

My tote full of photo albums

A bag of marshmallows!

What is your idea of exercise?

What is your idea of exercise?

Charlotte’s Web
If your house were burning and all family and pets

A long bike ride followed by VIP nachos!
Best thing about living in St. Petersburg:

The small-town feel with all the amenities of a
big city
Best hidden “gem” in St. Pete:

Willie’s St. Pete Beach
What or who inspires you?

My employees inspire me because they are such
tremendous amazing people. I want them happy!

Favorite childhood book:

Dr. Suess’ Are You My Mother

A walk along Coffee Pot Bayou with ‘hubs’ and dog.

If your house were burning and all family and pets

Best thing about living in St. Petersburg:

were safe, what one thing would you grab?

The re-vitalization of downtown. It’s thrilling.
Best hidden “gem” in St. Pete:

The enchanted Driftwood neighborhood
What or who inspires you?

Family picture
What is your idea of exercise?

Swimming in my pool with a cocktail

My late mother-in-law Essie O’Neill; she raised 14
kids in the Irish countryside with many challenges
and little money. She was so much fun, too!

Best thing about living in St. Petersburg:

What’s your favorite place to meet new people?

Best hidden “gem” in St. Pete:

What’s your favorite place to meet new people?

On the road while we traveled the country in our
RV, especially the national parks.

My store, One Lucky Dog! I meet the most
awesome dog lovers!

Favorite restaurant in St. Pete:

Beauty and weather
Classy Closet on Central Ave
What’s your favorite place to meet new people?

Parks or gym

Favorite restaurant in St. Pete:

Northeast Tavern. It’s modest, but their food is
fantastic.

1200 Chophouse… St. Pete Beach

Your favorite quote:

Cafe Cibo

Your favorite quote:

Oscar Wilde on his deathbed: “My ugly wallpaper
and I are fighting a duel to the death. One or other
of us has got to go.”

Your favorite quote:

If you were elected mayor of this city, what would
be your first improvement?

If you were elected mayor of this city, what would

We need the new pier finished, up and running as
our city centerpiece.

Free parking passes to city business owners

“Be the kind of person your dog thinks you are.”
If you were elected mayor of this city, what would
be your first improvement?

Fix the sewer system on SPB!
What do you love most about living in this country?

Our freedom! We are able to have so many choices!
What is your first thought in the morning?

Where’s the coffee?!
What is the most encouraging word/statement you
can receive?

I love you
Who is your favorite President of the United States?

What do you love most about living in this country?

Our diversity. May it continue to grow.
What is your first thought in the morning?

“Still alive, huh? Good for me!”
What is the most encouraging word/statement you
can receive?

Favorite restaurant in St. Pete:

Do unto others as you want done to you

be your first improvement?

What do you love most about living in this
country?

Life and how we travel in time
What is the most encouraging word/statement you
can receive?

“I love you!”

“I love you!”

Who is your favorite President of the United States?

What is your first thought in the morning!

Ronald Reagan

Teddy Roosevelt, ‘the conservation president,’ for
his promotion of our national parks and monuments.

What was/is your favorite age?

What was/is your favorite age?

What is your favorite age?

Right now! I love my age now.

My early 40s were great.

Right now!
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I’m healthy and alive and thankful!
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AROUND T HE BLO C K
St. Pete Women’s Chamber Fundraiser

Bridging Business and Philanthropy is the
theme of the St. Petersburg Women’s Chamber
of Commerce annual fundraising event on March
16 at The Club of Treasure Island (400 Treasure
Island Causeway).
Socializing will begin at 11am and lunch starts
at 12 noon, with a silent auction throughout the
event and community leaders as speakers.
Tickets are $65, and levels of sponsorship for
the event are available. Contact Gretta Paige
Bellas at gbellas510@aol.com or 727-272-8514,
or Roseanna Costa at co55starr@aol.com or
727-410-4176. See you there!

Boyd Hill Nature Preserve Announces
Winter Workshops

A new year brings additional opportunities to
enjoy the outdoors this winter at Boyd Hill Nature
Preserve, 1101 Country Club Way South.
DIY Natural Paints: Ages 18 and up. Learn
about harvesting, making, and using natural
paints on Saturday, January 14, 2-4pm. All
materials are included, and artists are welcome to
bring their own canvas and brushes. $10.
Colors of the Season: Ages 5 to adult. Learn
about harvesting, making, and using natural
paints with a guided hike and classroom activities
for families on Wednesday, January 18, 12-1:30pm.
All materials are included, but artists are welcome
to bring their own canvas and brushes. $10.
Geocaching Treasure Hunt: Ages 5-10.
Explore for educational geocaches which lead to
a special treasure on Saturday, February 11,
10am-12pm. $5.
Bug Club: Ages 6-12. Children learn all about
entomology, the study of insects on Saturday,
February 25, 10am-12pm. This is the perfect
opportunity for youth to learn about science and
nature by studying insects. $10.
Attracting Wildlife Workshop: Ages 12 to
adult. Celebrate National Wildlife Week on
Saturday, March 11, 10am-12pm. Explore the
preserve’s gardens and learn how to attract wildlife
into your yard. Take-home resources are provided
for each participant. RSVP required. $5.
Nature Around the World: Ages 4-7. Looking
to learn about nature around the world? International environmental educator Amalia Fernand
takes campers on a tour of the world’s natural
settings. Create a comprehensive picture of world
geography with songs, crafts, and other activities.
This week-long camp runs from 9am to 4pm from
Monday, March 13 to Friday, March 17. $130.
Bug Club – Native Bees: Ages 7-12. Help
support bees in our community on Saturday,
March 25, 10am-12pm. Learn about native bees
by creating a home for them in your yard. $10.
For more information about these and other
environmental programs and workshops at Boyd
Hill Nature Preserve, contact 727-893-7326 or
visit www.stpeteparksrec.org/boyd-hill.html.
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LCC Day
School
Pre-K2 through 8th Grade
4400 Chancellor Street NE
St. Petersburg, FL 33703
(727) 522-8331
lccdayschool.com
Accredited by FKC and FCIS

1/3/17 6:34 PM

Page 32

January/February 2017

TRANSFORMING continued from page 1

says Ya.
Her mother was a second-grade
teacher who encouraged Ya’s artistic
streak. Art is a compulsion for me; I
was born an artist,” says Ya. “From the
time I was very young, my mother let
me decorate her classroom. My parents
let me color on the walls and do
unorthodox things as a kid.”
A passion for art also runs in the
family. Both of her parents are originally
from Jamaica and now live in South
Florida. Ya grew up spending time in
the Bronx; Kingston, Jamaica; and the
Miami area. Her grandfather, John
Dunkley, is considered one of Jamaica’s
most important historical artists. His
work is currently on display at the Perez
Museum in Miami.

mural, which features silver rays on a
blue background, is a metaphor for
light at the end of the tunnel. “It’s
about finding hope even in the darkest
places,” says Ya.
She also has a mural at Bayfront
Health St. Petersburg. Human Spirit
incorporates handprints from nurses,
doctors, trauma survivors, and
caregivers and speaks to the healing
power of art in helping patients move
past pain toward recovery. The hospital
commissioned her to paint the mural
in recognition of National Trauma
Survivor’s Day.

A Family of High-Achievers
Ya was born in the Bronx in New
York City to a high-achieving family

Ya La’ford at her ECHOES Solo Show at the Chihuly Collection museum

At work on Our Fingerprint for a private organization

The Impenetrable Rock Steady, a tribute to the late artist
Keith Haring

with parents who expected their kids to study hard. Her brother is an ophthalmologist; one sister is a lawyer, and another is a forensic anthropologist.
“My dad was an engineer who stressed math and science, and made sure his
kids were strong in those subjects,” says Ya. “On Saturdays, my dad taught STEM
classes to underprivileged children and he brought us along to teach with him.
From him I learned to be an analytical thinker and a problem solver.”
Her father’s influence can be found throughout her art, which is “embedded
with math and science through my use of geometric lines, shapes, and patterns,”

Greg Cahue
Handyman
Services,
Inc.
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From Art Collections to

Universal Language, a public art installation in Thailand

Public Art
While murals may give her the most visibility locally, Ya says initially she
wasn’t so sure about being labeled a mural artist. “I had always seen myself as an
installation artist,” says Ya. “My focus had been museums, libraries, and private
collectors. My work is in collections held by Will Smith, the actor, and Maya
Angelou. I am fortunate to have some unbelievable collectors.”
Yet at the same time, she feels strongly about taking her art ‘outside’ especially
to reach a demographic that wasn’t being served. “A big part of my heart wants

Offering “Old School Service!”
Honey-Do Lists
Odd Household Jobs
Reasonable Rates
Owner Operated

QUALITY
WORK

GUARANTEED

727-460-8609

gcahue1@tampabay.rr.com
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Owner is a University of South Florida Graduate
and an Air Force Veteran

Insured / References Available
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Elaine Lauer
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With kids from Big Brothers Big Sisters during a partnership project with the Tampa Bay Rays

to share art with the community,” she says.
She has certainly shared her heart with the St.
Pete community. She’s especially proud to be
working on public art projects with students at Mt.
Zion Christian Academy and MycroSchool Pinellas
High School, a public charter high school with a
focus on drop-out prevention. Students from the
MycroSchool helped her create a mural honoring
Martin Luther King, Jr. It’s located on the side of
the Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American
Museum in South St. Pete.

Juliette Lauer and Laura Talafer in front of Ya La’ford’s Golden Wave

She also partnered with the Tampa Bay Rays and
kids from Big Brothers Big Sisters to create Pitching
Promises, an art installation at gate six inside
Tropicana Field. Ya had the kids dip a sponge baseball
in paint and ‘pitch’ it at the installation while they
shouted a promise that they had selected, such as
being truthful, successful, hardworking, or staying in
school and graduating.
As a visionary artist and community activist, Ya
says giving back to the community and creating a
legacy that lives long after she’s gone is something

that has always interested her.
“People have different ways of having an impact,”
says Ya. “I don’t need to plant a forest. I just find a
small pocket, plant a seed, and watch it grow and
flourish.”
This year she expects to be making an impact of
an entirely different sort. She and her husband Victor
are in the process of adopting a child – possibly twins.
It’s a life-changing decision. The two say they are
looking forward to it.

Specializing in Old Northeast,
Snell Isle and Downtown

Sharon Kantner
Realtor® & Old NE Resident

Direct 727.278.5866
SKantner@SmithandAssociates.com
ThisOldNEhouse.com

Thank you friends and neighbors for
your business and referrals in 2016.

From our house to yours, wishing
everyone a healthy & happy 2017!

NEJ Jan Feb 2017 170103.indd 33

1/3/17 6:34 PM

Page 34

NORTHEAST JOURNAL

January/February 2017

P EO P L E A N D P E TS
To submit photos or to be photographed, contact The Northeast Journal.

Donna Gilbert with Lilibeth
Poplar Street NE

Laura and Katie Pemble with Tiger
16th Avenue NE (SPCA Tampa Bay Ambassador)

John Zurek with Jax
11th Avenue N

Susan Alderson with Heidi and Linus
Thank You Susan, from the NEJ

Henry Estevez with Sunny
Brevard Blvd NE

Nancy Bahis and Janet Strong with Sheldon and Karma
19th Avenue NE

David Fischer with Buster
Proprietor of ZaZoo’d

David Coleman with Pistol Pete
4th Avenue South

Lauren Glass with Giblet
3rd Avenue S

D o g Wa l k i n g &
Pe t s it t i n g
Ho u s e C h e c k+

!!
Go

aw

atb

.c o m

Let
’s

Email your HIGH RES digital photo to editor@northeastjournal.org. Please include your name, address, phone number, and pet’s name.

©

S t. Pe te’s m o s t r e li a bl e!
We offer many services that relieve your
stress and take care of things when you’re
out. Whether it’s daily workday walks for
Fido or keeping an eye on the homestead in
your absence.

Happy
Valentines Day
from VLVT Salon
–––––––––––
$
25 OFF any
color services
or $10 OFF
any haircut
–––––––––––
Book online

vlvtsalon.com
727.209.8588

–––––––––––
Downtown St. Pete

538 Central Avenue

Learn more online, or call us any time.
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Find Your Sanctuary Here
Meticulously landscaped grounds surround this fully
restored 1925 Spanish Mediterranean mini-mansion. On
a double corner lot across from spacious park, this 3600+
sq. ft., 2-story, 3BR, 2 ½ bath saltwater pool home has an
amazing bar/media room, two driveways, outdoor kitchen,
three sided outdoor fireplace and a basement.

Danya Shankwitz
727-215-7629

$649,000

Historic Crescent Heights Bungalow
1920’s charm with modern upgrades, including new roof
in 2015. Original features including 9 ft. ceilings, deep
plaster crown molding in the dining room, beautiful solid
wood floors, deep baseboards, wood burning fireplace
flanked by original sconces, and French doors leading to a
bright sunroom retreat. Updated kitchen with solid wood
cabinets, granite counter tops, and Travertine backsplash.
Beautiful mature oak trees, multilevel decks, and screened
porch create a setting perfect for outdoor entertaining.
$275,000
Shore Acres Edgewater
Custom built in 2004, Key West style home located on
sailboat-deep waterway. Covered dock w/2 boat davits.
Designed for grand entertaining, featuring wide open
kitchen, dining, living & family room. Large balconies with
water views. Solid wood cabinets, granite counters, Brazilian
Cherry hardwood flooring throughout. Private office.
Commercial fire extinguishing/whole house security system.
Large screened patio w/pool & fenced yard w/fruit trees.

Linda McDonnell
863-398-0767

Tom Hallis
727-215-3156
Danya Shankwitz
727-215-7629

$889,000
Snell Isle Beauty!
3 BR features split dual master suites & 3 BA. Large 2 Car
garage w/ indoor workshop. Large kitchen w/ stainless
appliances & hard surface countertops, huge screened
private patio w/ ceiling fans & office/study off dining area.
New A/C . New shingle portion of roof in 2007. Beautifully
landscaped, very private & a short hop to famous downtown
St Pete’s Beach Drive, waterfront parks marinas, music,
entertainment district, breweries, bike trails, Vinoy Golf
Course, and Coffee Pot Bayou.
$495,000

Randy Toomajanian
727-415-4008

Well Maintained 1922 Home -Woodlawn
Covered entrance with Cuban tile flooring opens into
spacious living room with hardwood floors, high ceilings
and a wood burning fireplace. Cozy den off of living room
has beautiful stained glass windows. Large dining room has
room for entertaining big groups and opens to a covered
screened porch. Second floor has three spacious bedrooms
and 2 full baths. Third floor is finished and can be a fourth
bedroom.
$509,000

We know great homes. And, we know how to sell them.
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Lynn Samardich
727-692-6010
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Ring in 2017
With a
New Home!

Call The Agents
with Proven
Results

110 Homes
$53+ Million
Sales In 2016
727-344-9191

Homes@JJandtheZ.com

601 11th Ave NE
Desirable Old NE, Steps From Downtown
St Pete! Spectacular End Unit With Many
Upgrades. Open Floor Plan, Gourmet Chef’s
Kitchen With Views of the Courtyard Patio and
Waterfall Pool. 10.5 Foot Ceilings, Expansive
Master Suite, Downtown and Water Views.
Spacious 1 Bedroom Guest Apartment.
4 BR, 3.5 BA, 3,338 Sq Ft, 2 CG, Pool
Offered for $1,295,000
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114 17th Ave N
Dutch Colonial Style Home in Historic
Old NE. Updated Kitchen and Bathrooms in
a Classic, Modern Style. Detached In Law
Apartment With Large Living Space and
Kitchenette. New Roof 2015, Hardwood
Floors Refinished 2016. No Flood Zone.
Main House 3 BR, 3 BA, 1,840 Sq Ft /
In Law Apt 1 BR, 1 BA, 672 Sq Ft
Offered for $599,000
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109 13th Ave NE
Charming Four Square Traditional Home in
Historic Old Northeast. Heart of Pine Wood
Floors Throughout. Wood Burning Fireplace,
New Plumbing and Electric. Oak Tree Lined
Street. No Flood Zone!
4 BR, 2 BA, 1,892 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $484,000

Julie Jones
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1939 Hawaii Ave NE
Beautifully Updated Venetian Isles
Mediterranean Home With View of
Downtown St Pete. Expansive Master Suite
Encompasses Entire Second Floor. Large
Covered Patio With Pool and Spa. Private
Dock With Boat Lift. Many Upgrades.
3 BR, 3 BA, 2,854 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $1,034,710
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315 13th Ave NE
Desirable Old NE. Enclosed Front Porch,
Updated Kitchen, Beautiful Refinished Oak
Hardwood Floors. High Ceilings, Built In
Shelves, Gas Fireplace. Master Suite and Two
Spacious Bedrooms Upstairs.
4 BR, 2.5 BA, 1,864 Sq Ft, 2 CG
Offered for $515,000
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535 4th Ave S #6
Loft Design Inspired Condo. 11 Ft Ceilings, Brick Accent Walls, Exposed Duct and
Bamboo Flooring. Gourmet Kitchen, Large
Owner’s Suite and Additional Suite With
Private Bath. Gated Complex Near All Activities Downtown St. Pete Has to Offer!
2 BR, 2 BA, 1,290 Sq Ft
Offered for $269,000
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Kathryn Krayer Zimring

JJ and the Z

We Know Real Estate
METRO
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

150 2nd Avenue N, Suite 100
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
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100 Beach Dr NE #1803
2 BR, 2.5 BA, 2,400 Sq Ft, + Den
Exceptional Corner Unit With Panoramic
Views of Tampa Bay. Located on Prestigious
Beach Drive. Elegantly Designed Open
Floor Plan and Split Bedrooms. Wood Floors
Throughout. Enjoy Stunning Sunrises and
Spectacular Sunsets. Bonus Den Offers Picturesque City Views. 24 Hour Concierge Service.
Offered for $1,425,000

555 5th Ave NE #1243
Spectacular Residence With Stunning Panoramic Views of Tampa Bay and Downtown
St. Pete. 10 Ft Ceilings, Brazilian Walnut
Flooring and Floor to Ceiling Windows in
Most Rooms. Gourmet Chef’s Kitchen With
Built-In Wine Refrigerator. Master Suite
Has Private Balcony.
3 BR, 3 BA, 3,600 Sq Ft
Last Offered for $2,150,000
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