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–– Janan Talafer ––

As a master in the Ichiyo School of Ikebana, the Japanese art of flower arranging, Jeanne 
Houlton’s arrangements are a study in minimalism, balance, graceful lines, space, and 
proportion. More than a simple decoration, Ikebana arrangements are three-dimensional 

floral sculptures. 
“In Ikebana, the idea is less is more,” says Jeanne. “By taking away, a more powerful effect is 

achieved. Negative space is part of the art. It’s also transient, which is represented in our use of 

Continued on page 20

Continued on page 22

Jeanne Houlton and the  
Japanese Art of Flower Arranging

Continued on page 12

Jeanne at a local Ikebana International exhibition. 

Andre and Michelle with their backyard art

The year 1920 saw the first scheduled Transcontinental Airmail Service. Previously, 
in 1914, St. Petersburg was home of the World’s First Airline. 
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–– Will Michaels ––

As the 2020 holiday season approaches, we turn back the clock to pay a visit to the Christmas 
season of 100 years ago. In 1920, the nation and St. Petersburg were still coping with the 
post-World War I depression, although St. Pete was seeing good signs of recovery. World 

War I had come to an end in late 1918 as had the devastating Spanish Flu. In November 1920, 
Republican Warren G. Harding had been elected president. However, as of Christmas, Democrat 
Woodrow Wilson was still serving. His term would not end until March 1921. 1920 was a “Dry” 
year, at least officially. The 18th Amendment to the Constitution prohibiting the manufacture or 
sale of “intoxicating liquors” took effect at the beginning of the year. 

Also, in July 1919, women in St. Petersburg received the right to vote. It was not until 1920 that 
the U.S. Constitution 
was amended to give 
women that right 
nat ional ly.  On 
Christmas Day 1920, 
the St. Petersburg 
Times reported the 
gift of a memorial 
statue of suffrage 
pioneers Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, Susan 
B. Anthony, and 
Lucretia Mott to 
the U.S. Capital. 
Scheduled Transcon-
tinental Air Mail 
service between New 

Christmas a Century Ago 
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–– Jon Kile ––

Not long after I arrived at Michelle Passoff and Andre 
Kupfermunz’s home in the Old Northeast, Andre 
informed me that although he was born in 1943, he’d 

just received the first copy of his actual birth certificate. The 
reason that Andre was born with a false birth record and the 
harrowing circumstances of his birth were just one of the many 
reasons I was there to talk to this fascinating, creative couple. 

Both Andre and Michelle see obstacles as opportunities. And 
in Andre’s case, it might just be in his genes. He was born in 
Nazi-occupied France during World War II to Polish-Jewish 
parents who were Resistance fighters in the French “M.O.I.” 
When his mother went into labor, she was admitted to the 
hospital under a fake identity with the help of a friend who 
worked there. At Andre’s birth, he was also given false papers 
and baptized Catholic. But that was just the start. At a very 
young age, he was sent to live with distant relatives and friends 
in the countryside, who raised him as a young Catholic child in 
order to keep him safe from the authorities. It was not until after 
the war that he was reunited with his parents again in Belgium, 
where the family eventually emigrated. 

Andre went on to have a long, successful career in interna-
tional trade and to raise a family in Belgium. In addition to 
brokering import and export deals, he was fluent in five languages 
and specialized in trading with Communist countries. “I had to 
figure out how to buy and sell products in countries that had 
limited foreign exchange currencies,” he said, explaining the 
nature of his work. 

The collapse of the Soviet Union changed the course of 
Andre’s life, setting him on a totally new path as an artist. He 
turned to sculpting as a way to access the emotions and trauma 
of his early childhood years when he had been separated from 
his parents. As he gained a reputation for his art, he visited New 
York City, where he hoped to exhibit, but the local art galleries 
were hesitant to take a chance on him based on just looking at 
photos. Not to be deterred, Andre found studio space at the 
prestigious Pratt Institute and before his six-month visa expired, 
he had created a series of ceramic sculptures that would demon-
strate his talent. Eventually, Andre decided to move full-time 
to the U.S., first living in New York, then in the artist-mecca 

ONE Artsy Couple: 
Michelle & Andre





 

RECENTLY SOLD PROPERTIES

4019 BAYSHORE BLVD NE
LIST PRICE $3,185,000

SOL
D

2 WEST LANE
LIST PRICE $934,000

2330 1ST STREET N
LIST PRICE $800,000

815 18TH AVE NE
LIST PRICE $830,000

REPRESENTED BUYER

461 CAPRI WAY NE
LIST PRICE $739,000

1920 ARROWHEAD DR NE
LIST PRICE $2,200,000
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D

SOL
D

SOL
D

SOL
D

SOL
D

727 498 0610
sarah@howepg.com
don@howepg.com
sarahanddonhowe.com

SAR AH & DON HOWE
#1 ST PETE TEAM 2019

SNELL ISLE LUXURY WATERFRONT HOME!  

831 BRIGHTWATERS BLVD NE
5 beds, 6.5 baths  |  6,517 sqft  |  $3,950,000
• A+ Snell Isle location
• Multiple dedicated offices
• Home gym
• Outdoor kitchen with pizza 

oven/grill and dining

• Secure gated front entry 
and privacy walls

• 75ft dock with 20,000 lb 
boat lift

• Full guest quarters

SPACIOUS BEACH DRIVE MASTERPIECE!  

524 BEACH DR NE
4 beds, 5.5 baths  |  5,217 sqft  |  $2,799,000
• Beach Drive location with 

amazing St. Pete views
• Single-family home, No HOA
• 4 floors indoor living space
• Two rooftop terraces

• High-end gorgeous finishes 
throughout

• Manicured private yard and 
gated street entry

• 3 car garage

BOUTIQUE LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDO! 

475 2ND STREET N #402
3 beds, 2.5 baths  |  1,734 sqft  |  $950,000
• Boutique 22 unit building
• Walk to the many offerings 

in downtown St. Pete
• 3 outdoor terraces with 

downtown views

• Features lots of storage
• 2 first floor parking spaces
• Very open, spacious feel 

with 10ft ceilings and lots of 
windows and natural light

CLASSIC & CHARMING OLD NE BUNGALOW! 

1430 1ST STREET N
3 beds, 2 baths  |  1,244 sqft  |  $649,000
• Beautiful historic Old NE 

ideal location
• Wrap-around front porch
• Outdoor shower
• Garage

• Recent major kitchen 
renovation

• Private side yard and patio
• New landscaping and 

irrigation

EUCLID/ST. PAUL’S VINTAGE CHARMER!

1146 15TH AVE N
4 beds, 3 baths  | 2,668 sqft  |  $749,000
• Tree-lined sidewalk walking 

neighborhood
• Close to downtown and 

Crescent Lake
• 7,022 sqft corner lot

• Remodeled kitchen
• Private pool and patio
• Newly painted exterior
• New roof

SPACIOUS LARGO ESTATE!

13275 102ND AVE
5 beds, 5.5 baths  |  5,429 sqft  |  $1,695,000
• 2+ Acres
• Gorgeous entry, driveway 

and grounds
• Private tennis court
• Beautiful spa-like pool

• Home office
• Billiards room
• Complete guest quarters

   THIS ISyour house!
Now more than ever, a home is not only just a place WHERE you live,  
but more importantly, it has to provide the spaces required to live in them.



Page 4 November/December 2020 NORTHEAST JOURNAL

GRATEFUL
What a year it’s been! But despite everything, I am proud that the Northeast Journal 

team has delivered some amazing stories, starting with the extraordinary number of 
people who stepped up to help during the early days of COVID, and ending the year with 
fun stories like Dotty Stewart celebrating 57 years with Bob Lee’s Tire Company; Harry 
and Jackie Piper, St. Pete’s version of Indiana Jones and the Raiders of the Lost Ark; and 
Snell Isle resident Luisa Jimenez turning 100.

As we move into 2021, we’d like your help to identify even more stories showcasing 
our wonderful community. Do you know someone doing a good deed who deserves 
recognition? Remember, we not only 
cover the Old Northeast, but also Snell 
Isle, Shore Acres, Northeast Park, 
Venetian Isles, Crescent Lake, Crescent 
Heights, Crescent Heights and Downtown 
near Beach Drive.  Reach out to me at 
janantalafer@gmail.com.  Would you like 
to write for us?  We are always open to  
new writers joining our team.

The holiday season may be a little 
different this year, but my hope is that it 
will still be filled with peace, joy and 
happiness, and the love of family and 
friends.  I know, I am personally grateful 
for my two beautiful grandchildren, Ellie, 
now 3, and Rheia, born in early March 
just before COVID’s full impact changed 
our lives. 

Janan Talafer
Editor, Northeast Journal

EDITOR’S NOTE

norTheasT Journal 
is published bimonthly by  
Greater Good Media formerly Village Green Publishing 
www.greatergoodmedia.net
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Jennifer MacMillen 
(802) 698-8184, (888) 868-7192 
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Susan Seta-Williams 
(727) 259-3149 
northeastjournal@gmail.com
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Contact Susan at
727.259.3149 or 
northeastjournal 
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2835 22nd Ave N
St. Petersburg

727-328-3606
TreehouseGallery.com 

Monday-Saturday 10AM–5PM 
Sunday 12–5PM

COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT

VISIT OUR 20,000 SQ FT SHOWROOM

ONE-OF-A-KIND  |  BOHO  |  CUSTOM FURNITURE  |  LOCAL ART

TEXTILES  |  OUTDOOR GARDEN & POTTERY  |  DECOR

20th Annual Holiday Sale  |   DECEMBER 5 - 13

SHOP UNIQUE HOLIDAY GIFTS
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Lynn Lotkowictz spent years in radio in NY, and in business dev/mgmt 
at Florida Trend Magazine. She volunteers at Tomlinson Adult Learning 
Center ESOL Program, and travels internationally. Lynn is the new NEJ 
Facebook roving reporter sharing photos and video about exciting events, 
people and places around town. facebook.com/NortheastJournalFL

Will Michaels is retired as executive director of the History Museum 
and has served as president of St. Petersburg Preservation and vice 
president of the Dr. Carter G. Woodson Museum of African American 
History. He is the author of The Making of St. Petersburg. [wmichaels2@
tampabay.rr.com]

Janan Talafer A long-time Snell Isle resident, Janan is the editor of 
the Northeast Journal and enjoys writing about people and places in 
St. Petersburg. She loves swing dancing, blues music, and gardening, 
even when the weeds threaten to overtake the yard. [janantalafer@
gmail.com]

Rick Carson has lived in St. Pete since 2001, after a career journey 
that took him from national Republican politics to the innkeeper of a 
B&B – from the cesspools of Washington to cleaning guestroom toilets 
(ask him if there is any difference). [nsnaeditor@aol.com]

Scott Brown worked in the U.S. Senate and for FNMA, Bear Stearns 
and Lehman Brothers. He dodged the crash to start his own firm 
which he sold at the end of 2018 so he and Ellen, his wife of 37 years, 
could retire to Old Northeast. Scott and Ellen have three amazing 
children.

We would like to sincerely thank and introduce our contributors. The time 
and talent they dedicate to writing about good people, good places, and good 
things happening is what makes the Northeast Journal the quality publication that 
our readers have come to expect and love.

MEET THE WRITERS

THANK YOU!

Diana Krause Geegan, a UCF grad, taught school and later excelled 
in the financial services field.  She found her passion in real estate and 
utilizes her skills and training as a successful realtor. She loves spending 
time with friends and family, studying God’s Word and  giving back to 
the St. Pete community. [DianaGeegan@gmail.com]

Jeannie Carlson is a correspondent for Tampa Bay Newspapers, Inc. 
as seen in Tampa Bay Times, TBNWeekly.com and Beach Beacon; an 
adjunct English professor; and a writer at Examiner.com (“Swedish 
Cooking with a Southern Accent”). She has been a resident of and 
inspired by the ONE since 2000. (www.JeannieCarlson.com)

Jonathan Kile moved to St. Pete in 2001. A rare genetic condition forced 
him to give up a career in sales in favor of a full-time position as father, 
husband, and writer. He blogs about his family travels and advocates for 
awareness of vascular Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome at dontmakemeturnthis-
vanaround.com. He’s on the board of literary nonprofit Keep St. Pete Lit. 

Brandy Stark is an artist, writer, and educator who lives in Crescent 
Heights. She is known for her hand-wrapped wire metal sculptures, 
fascination with local ghost stories, lore, and legends, and her immense 
love of all things pug. When not working, she spends time with her 
pug pack, pocket pets, and bearded dragon.

HOUSE CALLS
FOR KIDS 

-COVID, STREP AND FLU TESTING
-FEVER, COUGH, SORE THROAT, EARACHE 
-MINOR INJURIES, CUTS, BURNS, RASHES 
-VOMITING AND STOMACHACHE
-AGES 0-18 YEARS 

STEP 1: VISIT WEBSITE BELOW, REQUEST
INITIAL TELEHEALTH CALL

STEP 2: RECEIVE VIRTUAL TELEHEALTH CALL
WITHIN 30 MINUTES OF REQUEST. 
 CONSULT WITH LICENSED MEDICAL
PROVIDER, RECEIVE DIRECTED TREATMENT
OR DETERMINE IF HOUSE CALL IS NEEDED
OR OTHER EMERGENCY CARE     

STEP 3: PROVIDER WILL COME TO YOUR
LOCATION WITHIN 1 HOUR OR AT A LATER
SCHEDULED TIME 

 

SERVING ST. PETERSBURG
STARTING DECEMBER 1ST!!

@HOUSECALLSFORKIDSFLWWW.HOUSECALLSFORKIDSFL.COM 

GRAND OPENING



446 16TH AVENUE NE
$1,125,000
Lea Newman

TAMPA  |  ST. PETERSBURG  |  CLEARWATER  |  BEACHES  |  LONDON  |  727.205.9140  |  SMITHORANGE.COM/OLDNE

LOCAL ♥ GLOBAL REACH

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD EXPERTS SINCE 1969

Our Global Partners Our Global Partners 

#1 Brokerage in Old Northeast*

*Data provided by Stellar MLS. 1/1/2020 - 10/21/2020. Status: Sold. Listing Office: Smith & Associates Real Estate. Neighborhood: Old Northeast.

1936 COFFEE POT BOULEVARD NE 
$2,800,000
Debbie Momberg & Lee Stratton

SSOOLLDD

555 5TH AVENUE NE #832
$1,700,000
Elaine Weiner

SSOOLLDD

756 BAY STREET NE 
$1,375,000
Sharon Kantner & Brian Waechter

SSOOLLDD

SSOOLLDD

815 18TH AVENUE NE
$835,000
Ali Bearnarth

SSOOLLDD

130 16TH AVENUE N
$690,000
Sharon Kantner & Brian Waechter

SSOOLLDD

117 17TH AVENUE N
$475,000
Jacquelyn Reina & Drew Glaser

506 18TH AVENUE NE
$945,000
Ali Bearnarth

SSOOLLDD

2017 POPLAR STREET NE
$775,000
The Grannan Group

SSOOLLDD

157 8TH AVENUE N
$564,000
The Morris Team

SSOOLLDD

700 BEACH DR NE #405
$389,000
Tia Hockensmith & Anna Womack

SSOOLLDD

325 8TH AVENUE NE
$925,000
Sharon Kantner & Brian Waechter

SSOOLLDD

416 11TH AVENUE NE
$743,000
Christopher Pitre

SSOOLLDD

115 19TH AVENUE NE
$545,000
Debbie Momberg & Lee Stratton

1896 COFFEE POT BLVD NE
$1,050,000
The Malowany Group

SSOOLLDD

1946 COFFEE POT BLVD NE
$1,200,000
Debbie Momberg & Lee Stratton

SSOOLLDD

215 9TH AVENUE N
$855,000
The Malowany Group

SSOOLLDD

446 12TH AVENUE NE
$722,500
Clare Merrick

SSOOLLDD

235 21ST AVENUE N
$500,000
Gavan Benson

SSOOLLDD

410 12TH AVENUE NE #4
$229,000
Clare Merrick

SSOOLLDD
SSOOLLDD

In times of change we are always here. Let one of our talented associates help you execute 
your real estate transaction every step of the way. 

SSOOLLDD
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–– Jeannie carlson ––

While the City of St. Petersburg was developing its reputation over the past 
two decades as a premiere arts destination in the southeast, a budding 
native-daughter poet was set on filling the literary cultural void. What 

began as an effort to design and promote reading and writing 
events blossomed less than a year later into a nonprofit 
supporting the literary arts through ongoing education 
and creative events. Keep St. Pete Lit celebrated 
its seventh anniversary this past August.

Maureen McDole, Keep St. Pete Lit’s founder 
and executive director, spearheaded the organiza-
tion’s growth from its inception to the present where 
it is now regarded as one of Florida’s leading literary 
arts groups providing low-cost, high-quality writing classes 
to people of all ages – from elementary school on 
up to seniors – and all skill levels from beginners 
to professionals. Presentations, readings, and 
programs are also on the menu. There is something 
for everyone. All of the writing instructors have 
an MFA or doctorate.

A graduate of USF St. Petersburg with a 
Bachelor of Arts in English Literature, Maureen 
also has a certificate in Arts & Culture Strategy 
from the University of Pennsylvania. In 2016, she 
received the St. Petersburg Art Alliance’s MUSE 
Award for literary excellence. She is a single 
parent with a 14-year old daughter. Book & Bottle 
– a new bookstore, coffee and wine bar in 
downtown St. Pete – features Maureen’s poetry, 
including Exploring My Options, published in 
2006, and Longing for the Deep End, published in 
2011. Her third book of poetry, Feast, is being 
published by St. Pete Press, and is due out around 
New Year’s 2021.

Since 2015, St. Pete Lit’s classes have been held 
at the Morean Arts Center, but in-person events 
have been cancelled since March due to 
COVID-19. Fortunately, the organization is 
“nimble,” said Maureen. Since the group currently 
doesn’t have a brick-and-mortar building with a 
mortgage or rent that would come due, and there 
are multiple revenue streams, it wasn’t necessary to furlough anyone on the staff. 
“It’s been a blessing,” said Maureen.

But, she was forced to consider alternatives. “This definitely is a time to be open 
to thinking outside the box,” she said. For now, instead of Saturday writing classes 
at the LitSpace Literary Arts Institute at the Morean, participants can join in 
virtually through either Live Zoom Classes or Instant Video Classes. 

In addition, Writer’s Gym meets virtually on the second Saturday of the month 
and Poet’s Gym meets on the first Saturday of the month. Both are online meetups 
where writers can participate in workshops via Zoom. On-demand online classes 

are available 24/7 and give instant access to instruction in six categories: creative 
non-fiction, general creativity, fiction, poetry, self-publishing, and children’s classes. 
Currently there are over 30 original video classes with more available as instructors 

finish creating them expressly for this project. Recently, Maureen added 
manuscript critique classes as well as four new videos to the 

collection, including Strategies for Poets in the Digital Age 
(instructor Gianmarc Manzione), The Time Machine 

(instructor Kevin Richard Kaiser), How to Become 
a Web Content Writer (instructor James McAdams), 
and Setting the Table for Your Story (instructor 
Jeannie Carlson).

Other virtual endeavors range from a monthly 
book club and monthly True Stories, to a weekly Poetry 

Open Mic – all through The Studio@620.” Additional new 
projects for St. Pete Lite include a partnership with 
the WORD! Initiative to install free WORD! Book 
Boxes for children at Community Health Centers 
of Pinellas Johnnie Ruth Clarke Center, Thomas 
“Jet” Jackson Recreation Center, Childs Park 
Recreation Center, and Jordan Park Apartments. 
Four more boxes are in the plans.

This is also the third year the City of St. 
Petersburg has supported Keep St. Pete Lit with 
grants, making it possible for the nonprofit to 
offer writing classes for residents of all ages as well 
as after-school writing programs to children in 
lower-income communities. In one of these 
programs, children in third through fifth grade 
have an opportunity to meet and write once a 
week during the school year, concluding with the 
publishing of their collective work in an 
anthology. “We have diverse programming all the 
way around,” said Maureen.

The latest brainchild for the organization is 
Typewriter Talks, a weekly online series where 
Maureen interviews local writers, both beginners 
and experienced, and showcases their literary 
works. After more than 20 episodes so far, it has 
become so successful that she is considering 
increasing the program from once a week to twice 
a week. 

In addition to Maureen’s role as executive director, there are 10 board members, 
three of whom reside in Northeast St. Pete – Tracy Kennard, who lives in Crescent 
Lake; Maria Mora in Snell Isle; and Jon Kile in the Old Northeast. 

Jon is a long-standing member of the board, having served since the early days 
of 2014. He is currently “a stay-at-home dad, writer, and amateur homeschool 
teacher.” He has published one novel, The Grandfather Clock, and contributes to 
local media outlets including Creative Loafing, St. Pete Catalyst, Northeast Journal, 
St. Pete Life Magazine and The Gabber. Jon says he has found it exciting to see 
Keep St. Pete Lit evolve into the organization it is today. “Maureen’s passion and 

GOODNESS INDEED

Keep St. Pete Lit: Read and Write On!

One of several WORD! Book Boxes offering free children’s books

Architectural rendering of The Factory, courtesy of Behar + Peteranecz Architecture
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leadership have elevated the 
literary arts in a city rich with 
culture,” he said.

Tracy Kennard was voted 
Creative Loafing Tampa Bay’s Best 
Local Personality to Follow on 
Twitter in 2012 and 2013. She is a 
social media guru and operations 
mastermind at her firm Your 
Virtual Footprint, which she 
founded in 2010. Tracy is well-
known in the local arts community, 
having worked with St. Pete Arts 
Alliance’s Second Saturday 
ArtWalk, Keep St. Pete Local, 
Preserve the ’Burg, Duncan 
McClellan Gallery, First Night St. 
Pete, the Warehouse Arts District, 
Florida CraftArt, the Palladium 
Theatre, and Creative Pinellas. 

Maria Ingrande Mora graduated from the University of Florida with a bachelor’s 
degree in English, concentrating in creative writing. The vice president of Creative 
and Content Strategy at Big Sea, Maria has “over 18 years of experience building 
brand narratives, editorial strategies, and digital campaigns for clients across 
multiple industries.” She is a single mom of two children and has a “small menagerie 
of rescue animals.” Her debut young-adult novel, Fragile Remedy, is due out in 
March 2021. After being on the board for a year, Maria looks forward to continuing 
to serve. “I was drawn to Maureen’s commitment to representation in children’s 
literature, and I look forward to continuing as a steward of helping kids get access 
to books by authors who share their marginalization.”

On the horizon, St. Pete Lit is partnering with Florida Craft Art for classroom 
space, and is in talks with the Dali Museum about creating programming at the 
museum. In other exciting news, the organization has decided to take the next step 
and move into a small “incubator space” that has been granted to them at The 
Factory, a new 95,000-square-foot, multi-purpose arts-related venture in the 
Warehouse Arts District. 

Want to learn more about Keep St. Pete Lit? Got to www.keepstpetelit.org, or 
www.facebook.com/keepstpetelit. Â

St. Pete Lit founder Maureen McDole with her 
poetry books

Fetch! Pet Care of NE St. Petersburg will be open for 
business in December.  

Dorene Thomas, a longtime St. Petersburg resident and lifelong pet 
lover, is the proud owner of this new business. She retired from a long 
career in government and now is devoting her time for those that give 
unconditional love.

As a child, her family fostered service dogs and since then, the 
animals in her life have 
included: dogs, cats, 
hamsters, ponies, pigs, 
goats, chickens, ducks, 
and birds. 

She and her team are 
excited to work with 
your pets by providing 
compassionate, reliable, 
and professional care 
for your pets. Among 
the services offered will be dog walking, pet sitting for dogs, cats, and 
small animals, pet taxis, pet visits, and boarding in your home or at the 
sitter’s home. 

We match just the right walker/sitter for your pet.  We can also customize 
your needs in taking care of your pets. We follow all the guidelines in 
keeping our clients and their pets safe, as well as our employees.  

We are excited to be partnering with Pet Supplies Plus at 1123 62nd 
Ave North, St. Petersburg, on December 4, 2020 from 4:00 to 8:00 pm 
in hosting a holiday event. Donations at the event will be given to a 
local animal rescue.  

Please visit the website for more details 
www.fetchpetcare.com/nestpete

727-977-8101 
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Your local neighbor & resource for Medicare 
Supplements, Medicare Advantage Plans, 
Prescription Drug Plans, and Under 65 
Individual and Family Health Insurance.

New Office in the The Sunshine Center
330 5th St N, Second Floor, St. Pete

More options and guidance for Medicare.

Schedule a virtual 
face-to-face appointment!

Lisa Moore  |  727-677-8040
MooreMedicareOptions.com

1155 Pasadena Ave. S, Ste. H
South Pasadena
Florida 33707

www.ForbesTeam.com

ST.PETE LOCATION

625 6th Avenue S #155

St. Petersburg, FL 33701

727-440-5513

www.stpeteneuropsychiatry.com

We treat all psychiatric disorders

We accept all commercial insurance, Medicare and Tricare.

Provider: Faizi Ahmed, MD 

Repair | Installation | Maintenance 
Residential & Commercial 

Tried the Rest? 
Call the Best. 

(727)345-0317 

Stay Cool & Comfortable All Year Long! 
www.kronwest.com 

6981 Sunset Drive So, South Pasadena, 33707 | CAC18145 & CAC042743 

Previous Awards: 
2007-2009, 2012-2017 
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Sundial Christmas
Glistening tree from the balcony

Overlooks the shadow of a gnomon
Or could that be a gnome on 
Pointing to pinpoint the hour

Upon a cylindrical surface
An instrument of time curious – 

In all its waves luxurious
Where the date remains the same

Shinning, perpendicular to the horizon
That meets the hopeful Savior 
Clashing with the retail game 

As dolphins leap and call His name –
Before they scurry in the frozen floodplain

Sculptures mired and admired.

Coincidence In Time: A Veteran’s Day Tribute
World War I
Red nail polish is being dabbed on my nails 
By a woman whose grandfather served with mine 

In France
In the Army Corps of Engineers
In the echo of a century

She showed me a black and white picture
Both men are looking at us from the gloss
 I remember in my DNA
 She sends it to me digitally
 Together we are divinely connected

World War II
Elderly husband and wife snowbirds slip and fall 
simultaneously after the benediction
My husband and I serendipitously snatch them 
from either side

Saving the precious couple from a  
synchronous spill 
But not us from their gratitude
They insist on treating us to lunch

The husband was on the battleship USS Alabama
My father was on the light cruiser USS Miami

Both in Halsey’s Third Fleet in the South Pacific
Both on anti-aircraft guns
Both saving each other

The sands move on and circle back again

ONE Inspires
–– Jeannie carlson ––

Lutheran Church of the Cross 
Invites You to Join With Us and Celebrate This Christmas Season 

Christmas Eve Services 
Please Check Our Website

or Facebook Page
for Service Schedules

Advent Sunday Services &

4545 Chancellor St. NE
at Overlook Drive in Shore Acres  

727-525-8364 
www.mylcc.com

Streaming or In Person
You Are Always Welcome!
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ST. PETERSBURG | 727.898.6800
120 2nd Avenue NE, Suite 102A

St. Petersburg, Florida 33701

HYDE PARK VILLAGE | 813.217.5288
744 South Village Circle
Tampa, Florida 33606

CLEARWATER | 727.585.9600
907 South Fort Harrison Avenue #101

Clearwater, Florida 33756

ListWithUsToday.com  |  877.539.9865
Visit or call us for a private consultation

There has never been a better time to sell your property

From our exclusive partnerships 
with top-tier media powerhouses 
and innovative technologies to a 
vast network that spans the globe, 
our exceptional real estate services 
surpass the competition. Maximize 
the value of your home and list with 
the luxury leader who outperforms 
industry demand.
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SET 
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16904 VillaLagos De Avila 
$1,799,000
Mary Renfroe 
813.230.7409

LUTZ

2221 Hinton Ranch Road 
$1,199,900
Lora Brennan 
813.486.9160

LITHIA

1100 Brightwaters Boulevard NE 
$1,750,000
Brittany Ranew 
727.258.1064

SNELL ISLE

2136 Glenbrook Close 
$710,000
Jim Henkel 
727.418.5355

PALM HARBOR

430 Buttonwood Lane 
$1,175,000
Jackie Diaz & Karen Hegemeier 
727.424.2317

LARGO

175 1st Street South #701
$775,000
Robyn Gunn 
727.421.7234

DOWNTOWN ST. PETE

122 Biscayne Avenue 
$1,500,000
Michelle Digiore 
813.453.3931

DAVIS ISLANDS

3105 Hilltop Lane 
$580,000
Jenny Putrino & Lindi Bock 
727.776.7321

LARGO

619 Saxony Boulevard 
$472,500
Lisa Farmer 
727.200.2176

ST. PETERSBURG

3435 Bayshore Boulevard #1400N
$1,345,000
Robyn Gunn 
727.421.7234

BAYSHORE REGENCY

726 19th Avenue NE 
$3,200,000
Caryn Rightmyer & Judy Holland 
727.409.9696

OLD NORTHEAST

5007 West San Jose Street
$969,900
Paul DeSantis 
813.944.0213

SUNSET PARK

7308 Gulf Drive #4
$1,199,000
Paul Scharf 
813.362.6659

HOLMES BEACH
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of northern New Mexico, 
before returning again to 
New York when his first 
wife became ill and died. 

Michelle grew up in New 
Jersey and graduated from 
the Newhouse School of 
Communicat ion in 
Syracuse, NY, which led to 
a coveted public relations 
job at Coca Cola’s worldwide 
headquarters in Atlanta. 
Later, she worked in 
television media, first in 
Atlanta, and then New 
York, followed by a career as 
a public relations executive 
with major agencies. But, it 
was her interest in the idea 
of decluttering one’s life as a 
path to enlightenment and 
empowerment that set her on 
a new course. She began giving talks and seminars on the topic, which eventually 
led to writing a book.

“I started promoting my classes by taping up flyers with those little tear-offs 
on bus stops up and down Broadway in Manhattan,” she recounted. “After 
attending one of my classes, a reporter for the New York Times wrote an article 
about my unique viewpoint on being neat and tidy, and the next day I had an 
agent and a publisher for a book.” 

Michelle was the late 1990s version of today’s Marie Kondo, the popular 
Japanese consultant, author, and TV show host known for encouraging people 
to discard knick-knacks that no longer “spark joy.” But, Michelle’s advice was 
more than just how to get rid of superfluous things – her focus was on the “power 
of energy in stuff” and the possibility of making room for productivity and 
fulfillment through addressing one’s environment. Her bestseller, Lighten Up! Free 
Yourself From Clutter, was a huge hit and she began giving talks all over the world. 

She met Andre at a self-awareness workshop in New York City. “Andre and 
I were paired together to talk about relationships,” Michelle said with a laugh. 
They ran into each other again a year later in a related workshop conducted on 
a cruise and they have been together since. They’re about to celebrate their 15th 
anniversary. In 2002, after Michelle presented a decluttering workshop in Tampa, 
the couple decided they liked the area enough to buy an investment property 
here. To Andre’s amusement, it looked like Michelle was packing for more than 
vacation, and their move to South Tampa was soon permanent. They eventually 
expanded their property portfolio to include rentals in St. Pete, and three years 
ago, they decided to move over to this side of the Bay and make one of the rentals 
their permanent home. 

Although Andre has been sculpting and painting for decades, it is only recently 
that Michelle has actively pursued her artistic side. “I hadn’t done art since 
kindergarten after I decided I wasn’t artistic because one of my classmates was 
praised for painting the best picture,” said Michelle. But one day when their 
grandchildren were visiting, what was initially just an idea for decorating a 
backyard gate soon transformed into a unique splatter-paint artwork on a section 
of corrugated metal. It was so striking, they hung it on an outdoor wall of their 
home, where it started to get noticed by friends and passersby. 

After refining their technique, the couple began collaborating to create indoor 
and outdoor residential and commercial metal wall paintings for sale and 
commission. A large piece is installed on the storefront of Retrospect Furniture, 
a vintage store at 1820 16th Street North. 

This past year, as COVID hit, they let go of their art studio in the Warehouse 
Arts District. And they reached out to the community with unique arts-related 
projects. Andre spearheaded Mask-R-Aid, inviting local artists to create 
unique, fantastical masks that went on display at Zazoo’d on Central Avenue, 
and then were auctioned off to benefit the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance Relief 
Fund. Michelle brought together local songwriters, performers, dancers, and 
music and video producers on Zoom to create an original music video to raise 

Above: Industrial metal art boxes. Michelle puts the finishing touch on a wall painting. Below: Michelle’s photography of a Puffin in Iceland. 

Greg Cahue
Handyman
Services,

Inc.

Offering “Old School Service!” 
Honey-Do Lists

Odd Household Jobs 
Reasonable Rates
Owner Operated

727-460-8609
gcahue1@tampabay.rr.com

Owner is a University of South Florida Graduate
and an Air Force Veteran

Insured / References Available 

QUALITY
WORK

GUARANTEED

ARTSY COUPLE Cont’d from pg 1
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awareness about voting. Voice 
Your Vote generated over 50,000 
hits on YouTube. The Northeast 
Journal covered the story in the 
last issue.

What’s next for them? Until 
Michelle and Andre moved to 
St. Pete in 2017, Andre had been 
offering a weekly Coffee and 
French Conversation With Andre 
at the Tampa library for the many 
Francophiles who live in the 
area. But driving across the 
bridge during rush hour traffic 
proved too much for him. Now, 
thanks to Zoom, Andre has 
decided to reinstate the group. 
It’s free of charge and held every 
Tuesday evening from 7-8pm. 
“It’s wonderful. We talk about 
everything and anything in 
French,” says Michelle, who 
joins in. While not as fluent as 
Andre, she’s conservant enough 
to talk to the grandchildren and 
to have acquired a Belgian 
citizenship. She and Andre are 
now dual citizens of the U.S. and 
Belgium. He invites readers to 
email him at andre@kupfermunz.
com or call 813-598-7254 to get 
the Zoom link.

Michelle and Andre have a 
charisma and spirit that is conta-
gious and it would have been easy 
to sit socially distanced with 
them for another two hours and 
talk over fresh-squeezed 
lemonade. Their lives have 
shown a resilience and adaptive 
quality that allows them to not 
only survive adversity, but to 
thrive as well. In addition to the 
art they do together, Andre 
continues his work in ceramic 
sculpture and Michelle enjoys 
photography. To see their work 
visit their website at www.
mpakartanddesign.com. Â

Above: Andre’s sculptures Waterdrop (top) and  
Resilience (center). Michelle’s book, Lighten Up.

INSTILLING A

LIFELONG

LOVE OF

LEARNING

LCC Day School is a partnership of

school, church and families, inspiring

superior academic performance while

instilling leadership, responsibility, and

values in a nurturing environment. 

EDUCATION BASED

IN CHRISTIAN VALUES

AND ETHICS,

PROVIDING A MORAL

FOUNDATION FOR

LIFE

in every student

lccdayschool.com

FKC

Accredited by

LCC DAY SCHOOL

pre-K2 through 8th grade

4400 Chancellor St. NE St. Petersburg, FL 33703 727.522.8331
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WhaT are You Doing for The holiDaYs?  

Thanksgiving is right around the corner and 
Christmas will be here before we know it. In 
2019, it was estimated that approximately 55 

million Americans traveled for the Thanksgiving 
holiday. Unfortunately, 2020 likely means you are 
going to have to be creative with your holiday plans. 
Will you stay home and have a masked and socially-
distanced family or friends gathering? Keep it simple 
and small with just your immediate family? Will you 
have to send out a notice to family to stay away and 
then have to lock the front door and hide when 
Aunt Agnes and crazy Uncle Louie nevertheless 
ring the doorbell with their sweet-potato pie or fruit 
cake in hand?  

A silver lining is that here in 
ever-sunny and warm Florida, we have a 
few more options for celebrating the 
holidays by utilizing our outdoor spaces 
for some extra safety when gathering in 
groups beyond our immediate families. 
The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention website (www.CDC.gov) 
provides some suggestions to help you 
plan your holiday celebrations. Several 
blocks in the Old Northeast have had an 
annual tradition of closing the street and 
gathering around a long table as a block 
to share a Thanksgiving meal. With 
proper safety precautions, I suspect we’ll 
see some continuing of the tradition this 
year, too. 

If you can’t safely celebrate 
communally, consider using Zoom or 
other video calling programs to connect 
with friends and loved-ones for a virtual 
holiday check-in. You may also consider 
planning a drive-by greeting for those 
that live closer to you and that may be in 
a high-risk health category.    

In this ongoing year of the COVID-19 

agenda includes the election of 
Board members for the coming year. 
Information will be sent to HONNA 
members and is available on the 
website (www.honna.org).

upDaTe on sale of church 
properTY  

Several developers – both local 
and out-of-towners – have been 
looking at the Westminster Church 
property recently. The intention is 
adaptive re-use to a single family 

neighborhooD MeeTing 

The quarterly meeting of HONNA 
will take place virtually on 
Monday, November 16. The 

residence for the sanctuary, and 
condominiums or rental units in the 
school building. As the property has 
been landmarked, the exterior of 
both buildings will be required to 
maintain their historic appearance. 
Currently, the lot facing 10th 
Avenue NE has been taken off the 
market by the church presbytery. It 
is zoned single-family, and can only 
be developed as a single-family 
residence. 

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF COMMUNITY •  •  • 1911-2011

ST. PETE’S JEWEL ON TAMPA BAY
Rick Carson, editor       rickcarson1@gmail.com

OLD
NORTHEAST
NEIGHBORLINESS

pandemic, gatherings will need to be cancelled or 
curtailed with extra safety planning. However you plan 
to celebrate the holidays, my wish for you is to be safe, 
be thankful, and don’t forget to reach out to those who 
are less fortunate or may be living alone. This is our 
first holiday season suffering with this situation, and 
it is going to be particularly tough on those who are 
living alone, in nursing homes and assisted living 
facilities, and don’t have a choice about how to 
celebrate the upcoming holidays.                 Sharon Kantner 

The arTisTs aMong us  
The ONE is blessed by having a large number of 

neighbors who are “artists” – painters, photographers, 
dancers, sculptors, actors, musicians, potters, and 
writers... the gamut of those who are “artistically” 

expressing themselves. 
Every once in a while, we can enjoy their creativity 

when there is a gallery exhibit or reading. For instance, 
neighbor J. Warren Alessi recently had a showing 
during October of his new handiwork, Beyond Stripes, 
at Kawha South. Artist Neverne Covington also has 
exhibits of her works. And occasionally we have a 
chance to hear from author Gary Mormino.

Wouldn’t it be great to invite our resident artists to 
come together in an event that showcases their talents? 
This would be an opportunity for us neighbors to meet 
them, learn about them, and enjoy their talents. 
Maybe when this COVID nightmare diminishes, we 
can figure out a way to make this happen.      Rick Carson

baTs in The belfrY?  
It’s that time of year 

when we celebrate all 
that is ghoulish. I can’t 
think of a better way to 
celebrate this than to 
discuss bats! Many of us 
see these little mammals 
flying around  – the only 
mammal to do so) –
during the night or 
just before dawn as we 
walk through our 
neighborhood. While 
they may seem creepy or 
ghoulish, they are 
actually some of the most beneficial animals we have 
living among us. A few of the benefits include:
•❖ Most bat species will eat up to 1,000 insects an 

hour including mosquitos and other insects that 
eat our produce.

•❖ Their guano is a great fertilizer (but make sure to 
dampen before removing to keep mold spores from 
being released).

• Some bats are great pollinators.          Doug O’Dowd

Top: A Thanksgiving block dinner on 14th Avenue NE. Above center: Art by J. Warren Alessi and Neverne Covington, and author Gary Mormino. Right: Scott MacDonald with the bat 
house he and Doug will be installing between their houses.
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Some of the toys collected last year   

holiDaY ToY Drive  
The coronavirus is preventing 

HONNA from throwing its annual 
neighborhood December holiday party 
at the Old Northeast Tavern. This 
popular event has been an opportunity 
for residents to contribute to a toy-and-
book drive for an area nonprofit serving 
those in need. But HONNA will keep 
the tradition going by collecting 
unwrapped items that will be donated 
to a local agency in time for Christmas. 
Check the HONNA website (honna.
org) and Facebook postings for details, 
and you may contact Anna Broshears 
(abroshe56@gmail.com) with any 
questions and suggestions for a deserving 
organization to accept the gifts.  

HONNA’s Shining Stars:
 “Before” and “After”

In an effort to honor 
Old NE homeowners 
for preserving or 

updating their home or 
property, and investing 

the extra dollar to keep the character 
and history of their homes intact, 
HONNA has been recognizing them 
with the Neighborhood Star Award. 
Every month, yard signs will be placed 
on properties to indicate an award. The 
STAR for November is 147 15th Avenue 
N, Stephan May and Andrew Bauer.

Watch for new STARS in the neigh-
borhood monthly, and you’ll be able to 
find them posted on www.honna.org in 
addition to HONNA’s Facebook page. 
We invite you to be a part of this effort 
so please feel free to nominate a neighbor 
or a refurbished property in The ONE 
you admire. Have a home to honor? 
Send the information to Charleen 
McGrath at treasurer@honna.org. Â

October: 147 15th Avenue N “After”

October: 147 15th Avenue N “Before”

holiDaY DecoraTion conTesT  
COVID also means this year we can’t 

have our annual Candlelight Tour of 
Homes that always lights up the ONE, 
but we can still make the season bright! 
HONNA hopes to help make the 
neighborhood extra festive this year 
with a holiday home decoration contest. 
Residents: sign up, decorate your home, 
and be put on a map to be judged. 
Since neighbors can’t gather as a large 
group, let’s show off our pride of neigh-
borhood by being merry and bright, 
Judging takes place Saturday, December 
11, 6:30-9pm. Proceeds of $25 regis-
tration fees go to HONNA. Please 
email frankhay1234@gmail.com to 
register. You can visit the HONNA site 
for more information (www.honna.org). You’re young at

heart. We can help
you reflect that.

F A C I A L  R E J U V E N AT I O N
Eyelid Life  |  Brow Lift 

Face Lift  |  Botox™ & more

B R E A S T  S U R G E R Y
Breast Augmentation  |  Breast Lift

Implant Exchange

B O D Y  C O N T O U R I N G
Tummy Tuck  |  Liposuction

Coolsculpting™

1116 Dr. MLK Jr. St. N.  |  St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727.895.1515

www.drgayoso.com

HONNA invites and encourages 
you to stay connected and on 
top of programs, events, and 

other happenings in our neigh-
borhood. Want to learn more about 
the neighborhood, become involved, 
share ideas, learn about events and 
dates of Porch Parties, and provide 
feedback? Share/Like us at www.
facebook.com/honnaorg. 
WaYs To sTaY connecTeD:
• Visit www.honna.org
• Become a HONNA member. 

You’ll receive periodic infor-
mative email announcements.  
honna.org/get-involved

• Volunteer for a project, program, 
or event (the Candlelight Tour of 
Homes, Trunk or Treat, Porch 
Parties, Crime Watch). Contact 
Anna Broshears at abroshe56@
gmail.com.

• Follow Historic Old Northeast 
Forever at www.historicoldnorth-
eastforever.org. HONF works “to 
preserve and protect our special 
neighborhood” (HONF is not 
affiliated with HONNA).

• HONNA Flags HONNA offers a 
variety of flags that you can 
purchase to display your love for 
the Old Northeast. The four 
choices come in several color 
combinations: hunter green, 
burgundy, patriotic and diversity. 
You can find them at www.honna.
org/shop. Â
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–– Janan Talafer ––

Standing at the entrance to the newly renovated gallery of Baroque art – the 
period of Rembrandt, Rubens and Caravaggio – it’s easy to be awed by the 
spaciousness of the room and the striking burgundy color of the walls. But 

then Vivaldi begins playing overhead and everything moves to the next level. 
It’s all part of a major renovation of the Museum of Fine Arts St. Petersburg’s 

18 galleries housing the permanent collections. These are the galleries to the right 
as you walk from the beautiful lobby with its floor-to-ceiling windows overlooking 
the park and the water. It’s also the site of the museum’s original building, constructed 
in 1965 when founder Margaret Acheson Stuart was in charge. 

An overhaul of this space has been in the plans for a while, says the museum’s 
executive director Kristen Shepherd. In fact, when she interviewed for the job a 
few years ago, one of her recommendations was for the MFA to consider reorga-
nizing and reinstalling its permanent collections to create a new narrative that 
would make it easier for visitors to enjoy. 

With COVID closing the museum for five months, it was the perfect opportunity 
to accelerate the plan. Rather than a drawn-out, phased construction process, 
Shepherd is happy to report that the entire space was able to be redone in time for 
a grand reopening in late October. The renovation was both structural and cosmetic, 
she says, with the result that visiting the museum feels like a new experience.

Shepherd and her team spent a lot of time brainstorming how to make that 
happen. “Everything was very thoughtfully considered,” she says. Walls were painted 
distinctive colors to match the art in a particular gallery. A new doorway was cut. 
Every label describing every piece of art was researched and rewritten. More impor-
tantly, all of the art was taken off the wall and reinstalled. Some pieces were moved 
to a new location and paired with a new “neighbor.” Others were hung at a different 
height to make the detail more visible. Additional pieces, hidden away in storage, 
were brought out and added to the exhibits for the first time.

The most significant change, though, is in the arrangement of the collections, 
which is now designed to take everyone chronologically through time, from 
ancient art to the modern abstract era. “The flow is now very different,” says 
Shepherd. “We wanted to help first-time visitors make sense of our permanent 
collection. Now the art is housed in a way that makes sense.”

Before, the first gallery that visitors entered showcased Southeast Asian Art, 
including the spectacular carved wood pieces from India. Now, visitors step into a 
mini-lobby, which Shepherd calls a “transitional” space. There are information 
panels and historical timelines, helping visitors appreciate the MFA’s niche as 
Florida’s only “encyclopedic” art museum. Its permanent collection spans 5,000 
years of history.

Fans of early Greek and Roman art will appreciate that the museum has doubled 
this gallery size. There is also beautiful natural light now that one of the large 
windows in the lobby – covered up when the Hazel Hough Wing and Glass 
Conservatory were created about a decade ago – has been reopened, bringing a 
totally new feel to the room. 

Also new is a magnificent 3,400-pound funeral monument cut from a single 
block of white marble. “This is a real showstopper, a destination piece,” says 
Shepherd. 

 Michael Bennett, the MFA’s senior curator of Early Western Art, negotiated 
a long-term lease from a private collector for the sculpture, called “Monument 
With a Reclining Couple and Erotes.” Bennett points out that it’s “not a 
sarcophagus but a distinctive funerary piece from the 2nd century A.D. commis-
sioned by a wealthy man to express his undying love for his wife beyond the 
grave.” It’s from “East Rome” or what today would be considered Syria. 

An equally important new gift on loan from a private collector merits its own 
gallery – the Jade Room. ” This is one of the finest collections of Mesoamerican 
jade, serpentine, and obsidian works of art in America,” says Bennett. “It represents 
over 30 years of collecting by local donors Dr. Robert L. and Chitranee Drapkin.” 

Frequent visitors to the MFA will recognize the paintings in the European Art 
galleries, which represent work from the 13th century through the 18th century. 
But there are several new experiences here, too. After more than a decade in 
storage, a magnificent panel commissioned by the Medici family for a private 
chapel is now on display. The artwork was created with a veneer of colored marble 
and semiprecious stone and had to be sent to a lab in Miami for restoration before 
it could be hung. 

The European Art’s Baroque Room is where the music of Vivaldi suddenly 
fills the room. The music is part of a unique collaboration with the Florida 
Orchestra called Resonance. The MFA asked Florida Orchestra’s Michael Francis 
to help select music to pair with the art. It’s not exactly background music, but 
more of an “event” where the music comes on overhead periodically. The idea is 
to explore the relationship between sound and visual art. Julie Wilson, manager 
of marketing and communications, agreed that the MFA might be the only 

A Transformed Museum of Fine Arts  
Reopens With Some Surprises

SPOTLIGHT ON THE ARTS
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museum in the country that she’s 
aware of that has created this type of 
multi-sensory experience for visitors. 

Besides Vivaldi, there is Tchai-
kovsky in the Rococo room, 
Stravinsky with Neo-Classical, Ravel 
with European Romanticism, and 
Gershwin with American Modernism, 
as well as Respighi (The Pines of Rome) 
in the Ancient Gallery. There are 
additional creative ideas planned 
around this concept, including 
expanding poetry readings, spoken 
word, and perhaps even some passages 
read from the Odyssey. 

In the European period’s Rococo 
gallery hangs one of my MFA favorite 
paintings, Julie as Flora, Roman Goddess 
of Flowers. It’s placed in the middle of 
two beautiful 18th century chairs with 
the original hand-woven wool tapestry 
still intact on the backs, seats, and 
arms. The painting once occupied a 
central spot in the Great Hall. But now 
the MFA’s recent acquisition of 

Leviathan  Zodiac from Kehinde Wiley’s new series of portraits, The World Stage: 
Israel, hangs there.

The Great Hall is also known as the site of two enormous 18th century mirrors. 
They’re still there. But, during the renovation the mirrors were cleaned and 
reinstalled, a process that required the crew to “suit up in full Hazmat gear since 
mercury was used in the gold to create the mirrors’ decorative frames,” says Shepherd.

Besides a visit to the newly revamped permanent collections, there is still a 
limited time to visit the two traveling exhibitions on the other side of the museum 
– Derrick Adam’s spectacular colorful Buoyant series showcasing Black families at 
leisure (on loan from singer Alicia Keys and her husband Karsim Dean), and a 
unique collection of early photography using copper, silver, salt, and ink techniques. 
For more information, visit www.mfastpete.org/welcome-back-to-the-mfa. Â

Facing page: Monument With a Reclining Couple 
and Erotes (top); Mesoamerican masks in the 
Jade Gallery (center); Gallery paired with music 
by Vivaldi (bottom); Above: The Medici panel

STEAM
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Ranked among the Best Schools in the State by Niche.com

Learn More at www.shorecrest.org/STEAM
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5101 1st St, NE    |    St. Petersburg, FL 33703    |    727-522-2111    |    www.shorecrest.org
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PEOPLE AND PETS
Calling all residents of the Old Northeast, Snell Isle, Venetian Isles, Crescent Lake, Crescent Heights, and Downtown! 

Email your HIGH-RES digital photo to Diana Krause Geegan at dkghomes@gmail.com. Please include your name, address, phone number, and pet’s name. 

Jeff, Alex, and Yusuke with Cocoa 
13th Avenue N

Devin Carrillo with Duncan and Joy 
1st Street NE

Cameron and Sandy Sembler  
with Luna and Walker, Brightwaters Blvd NE

Here at the Northeast Journal People & 
Pets, your family is our family. This is why 
Diana Geegan stepped in to become our 
photographer, as she believes “every home 
should have a little fur in it.” 

Diana recently said a gut-wrenching 
goodbye to her beloved Shih-Tzu, Sir Bentley 
James, on September 9th, on Bentley’s 14th 
birthday. For Diana, it has brought to the 
forefront how short life is, and the importance 
of cherishing every moment with those we 
love and who make our lives a better place. 

We honor and pay tribute to Diana’s 
beloved Bentley, who was the great motivation 
behind her taking photographs of your 
precious little ones. We know ‘Little Bentley’ 
will never be replaced, yet we’ll celebrate 
when Diana is ready to bring into our lives 
her next bundle of joy.

It’s not just a house, it’s a homeIt’s not just a house, it’s a home

727.409.3873
www.hefeldman.com

Providing quality home building and remodeling services 
in the Tampa Bay area, since 1974.

FELDMAN
& SON

B U I L D E R S  A N D  R E M O D E L E R S
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–– WalT Jaap –– 
coffeepoT baYou WaTersheD alliance

We live, work, and play in paradise, and much of our 
enjoyment comes from being surrounded by water, 
both Tampa Bay and its multiple smaller connected 

bodies of water we call bayous. Coffee Pot Bayou, right here 
in our neighborhood in the Historic Old Northeast, is a great 
example.  A stroll along Coffee Pot’s sidewalk is the perfect 
location to look for manatees now that we’re moving into 
the cooler months.  It’s also fun to watch the many people 
on paddleboards and in kayaks, often with a dog onboard.

Coffee Pot Bayou covers some 94 acres, about one 
percent of Tampa Bay. The source of its water is tidal, as well 
as water coming from Crescent Lake and from storm water 
runoff. The bayou is shallow – less than 10 feet throughout 
the basin, and the total volume of water is 200 million gallons 
at medium water level.

Sea level in the past two million years was controlled by 
glacial and interglacial periods. During the Ice Ages, sea 
level was much lower than we know it today (330 feet during 
the Wisconsin Ice Age). The middle of Tampa Bay just 
south of MacDill Air Force Base was a freshwater lake that 

existed from 7 to 11 thousand years ago. The lake was a gathering place for Paleo 
Indians, based on artifacts recovered from the area. We can imagine that the 
bayou areas were shallow lakes and swamps; Lake Maggiore and Crescent Lake 
come to mind. Tampa Bay was flooded by rising sea level from melting glaciers 
in the upper Great Lakes about ten thousand years ago. Today, the Bay is the 
largest estuary in Florida, covering 400 square miles.
Humans in Tampa Bay 

People arrived in 
Florida before the 
extinction of mammoths, 
mastodons, and saber-
tooth tigers. Human 
artifacts have been found 
in association with the 
remains of Ice Age 
animals at a number of 
locations in Florida. The 
Weedon  I s l and -
Manasota people were 
very dependent on the sea for food and transport. Piles of middens and a very large 
canoe that is on display at the Weedon Island Culture Center provide evidence 
that they loved shellfish and were savvy water folk. 
 Feathered Friends

Coffeepot Bayou contains a multitude of fascinating natural assets. The one 
that is most obvious is the island appropriately referred to as Bird Island which 
is a privately owned and managed sanctuary. One acre in size, it sits approximately 
270 feet from the Brightwaters Blvd. seawall. It is one of the premier bird rookeries 
in Tampa Bay. Over the past several years, Florida Audubon censuses report that 
there are typically 400 to 600 pairs of breeding birds – some 12 to 14 species – 
that use Bird Island to raise their families. 

Different species nest at different times and nurture their young. Notable and 
very iconic species nesting on Bird Island include Little Blue Heron, Green Heron, 
Reddish Egret, Snowy Egret, Tri-color Heron, and Roseate Spoonbill. More 
common water fowl include Cormorants, Brown Pelicans, Great Blue Herons, 
Great Egrets, and Anhingas. State and federal agencies consider many of these 

birds as species of concern because of population declines. These birds like a bit of 
privacy, so please keep your distance from the island if you are paying a visit. 

Why should we care about these birds? Audubon estimates 40,000 pairs of 
wading birds make Tampa Bay their home. Healthy bird populations correlate 
with the health of Tampa Bay. Each typical wading bird consumes 1/4 pound of 
fish per day; thus on a daily basis, Tampa Bay is providing five tons of fish per 
day to the food web or 1,825 tons of fish annually. Birds are important and tell 
us if bay and bayous are healthy. We have a great network of bird rescue and 
rehabilitation organizations in Tampa Bay. Birds in Helping Hands is especially 
helpful and can be contacted at 727-365-4592.

In mid-September, there were three local bird interventions: a red-shoulder 
hawk and a screech owl were trapped in swimming pool enclosures, rescued and 
set free. Remember to close outdoor access doors to the swimming pool to avoid 
trapping birds. The third bird, an osprey, was found in the 1700 block of Bright-
waters suffering from wounds, possibly a territorial dispute with another osprey. 
It was rescued and taken to the Seabird Sanctuary for rehabilitation. 
Storm water

If you have lived in Northeast St. Pete very long you are well aware that when 
it pours, the streets flood in many places. Gravity moves the water from the roofs, 
yards, and driveways to the gutters in the street, and on to the storm drains. From 
there, large culverts move the water to creeks, the bayou, and bay. The storm culvert 
network that deposits storm water in Coffeepot Bayou is extensive and includes 
Crescent Lake and adjacent streets. The water carries anything in the gutters that 
floats or is lightweight. Keeping the gutters free of debris and trash is very important. 
Researchers estimate there are approximately 4 billion microplastic particles in 
the water and more than 3 trillion pieces in surface sediments in Tampa Bay. The 
city does a good job of sweeping streets on a regular schedule. We do our part by 
limiting yard debris and trash going into the gutters. Please do your part. 

Through the Coffeepot Bayou Watershed Alliance, we work to improve and 
sustain water and habitat quality in the Coffeepot Bayou watershed. Working 
with nonprofits, universities, institutions, businesses, and governments, we 
coordinate actions and outreach to make Coffeepot Bayou a better place. We also 
engage in cleanup programs and habitat restoration, remove invasive plants, and 
collect monthly water-quality data. 

In addition, we develop an inventory of biological resources and study storm-
water issues to see how we might reduce trash and debris – especially plastics 
– from entering the watershed. Coffeepot Bayou is a very special place; we have 
a responsibility and privilege to be good stewards of the bayou and resources. Â

Boy Scout Troop 219 hauling tree debris from Turtle Creek

Roseatte Spoonbills 
Bird Island

Writer Walt Jaap
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Dog Walking & 
Petsit t ing

Hou se Check+

Learn more online, or call us any time.

We offer many services that relieve your 
stress and take care of things when you’re 
out. Whether it’s daily workday walks for 
Fido or keeping an eye on the homestead in 
your absence. 

aWalk AroundTheBlock.com 727-483-4554

Bonnie Hargrett, Rick Birmingham, and George Stovall during a 2019 trash cleanup

Coffeepot Bayou: A Crown Jewel
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We love helping 
nice people find 

nice homes in our 
neighborhoods.

Our family real estate team  
is committed to providing 

outstanding service, market 
knowledge, negotiation skills 
and discretion to our clients.  

Contact us today to find out  
how we can help you sell  
your home or find you the  

perfect new one.

The SIMMS Team
238 Beach Drive NE | St. Petersburg, FL 33701

www.SimmsTeam.com | 727.898.2582

Experience Downtown Condo LivingExperience Downtown Condo Living

1 Beach Dr. SE #14101 Beach Dr. SE #1410
www.BayfrontTowerCondo.comwww.BayfrontTowerCondo.com

York and San Francisco began on September 8, 1920, over a route laid out in July 
and August by war hero – and later Chairman of Eastern Airlines – Eddie Ricken-
backer and record-setting aviator Bert Acosta.

At the local level, the famous Pheil Theater opened in February, 1919. This was 
the theater built by 
Mayor Pheil, the first 
passenger on the First 
Airline. The theater 
was distinctive as the 
projection room was in 
the back of the theater, 
rather than the front, 
to better contain fire in 
case of emergency. 
Also, 1920 saw the 
founding of the city’s 
first Rotary Club; 
development of the 
Snell Isle golf course, 
now the Vinoy Renais-
sance Golf Course; 
and the founding of 
the St. Petersburg 
Memorial Historical 
Society which shortly 
led to establishment of 
the St. Petersburg 
Museum of History. 
And it was about the 
year 1920 that Elder 
Jordan, Sr. undertook 
development of the 
African American 
re s ident ia l  and 
business district centered on 22nd Street South (popularly known as The 
Deuces), leading to Mercy Hospital, Jordon Elementary School, and Gibbs High 
School. 1920 also saw the election of Noel A. Mitchell as mayor, and the election 

of the first woman to the City Council, Virginia Burnside. On Christmas Day, 
Mayor Mitchell officiated at the opening of a new city aviation field and aviation 
school. The following year he was to have the task of managing the recovery of the 
last hurricane to directly hit the St. Petersburg area.

A look at the front page of the paper for Christmas Day 1920 also helps to set 
the context of the times. One article reported the Socialist Party condemning 
President Wilson for pardoning “two murders and a dealer in narcotics” but not 
freeing Socialist Party leader Eugene V. Debs. Debs had been incarcerated in 1919 
for his criticism of the Wilson administration and opposition to the war. His sentence 
was later commuted by President Harding to take effect Christmas Day 1921. A 

second article is entitled “U.S. Gives 
Up San Domingo.” Santo Domingo 
had been occupied by the United 
States in 1916. And yet a third article 
entitled “12,000 Immigrants In Sight 
of U. S. Spend Xmas Aboard Ships” 
reported that the ships carrying the 
immigrants were backed up in the 
New York City harbor due to an influx 
of luxury liners arriving for the 
holidays. “Tugs and barges today 
carried to the ships [Christmas] trees 
and other green decorations which 
would be the envy of many celebrants 
of the day ashore. Stowed among the 
trunks and branches of the trees were 
bales and baskets filled with Christmas 
goodies, with toys for the little folk... 
To those on board the ships held by 
law from friends ashore, went boat 
after boat carrying those friends, who 
encircled the ships singing.” In 1920, 
Jewish religious holidays such as 

Hanukkah were privately observed in St. Petersburg, but there were no Jewish 
synagogues. Only nine Jewish families resided in the city at the time.

Perhaps Christmas 1920’s best gift to St. Petersburg was news about the improving 
local economy. A December 26th article caption reads “St. Petersburg Population 
Increases to a Total of 36,000.” That was not just the resident population, but also 

CHRISTMAS A CENTURY AGO Continued from page 1

William L. Straub cartoon from Christmas Day, 1920. The 
letter reads “Dear Uncle Sammy Claus, Please give us reduced 
taxation, lower rents, and lower cost of all necessities of life –  
and a consistent peace program. Signed….Yours Truly, the 
General Public. P.S. Also please keep wages UP!”

1920 Christmas Dinner menu for the Orange 
Cafeteria, 117 3rd Street North, opposite 
Williams Park
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included tourists who visited the city throughout the past year. The resident 
population of St. Petersburg in 1920 was 14,237. So the number of tourists was 
almost twice as much. The tourist economy was coming back. In fact the hotels 
were becoming so full that Mayor Mitchell established a Tent City for the overflow 
or those who could not afford the hotel accommodations available. They were 
derisively referred to as the “tin can tourists” as many cooked meals in tin cans 
over open fires.

In addition to the Chamber’s tourist registry, there were also anecdotal observa-
tions based on hotel activity. Another caption reads “Hotels Report Big Christmas.” 
This article noted the winter tourist season was 30 days ahead of schedule. Hotel 
dining rooms did not usually see big crowds until mid-January. But that year, 
Christmas diners – mostly tourists – were abundant. Some 
179 people were served dinner at the Detroit Hotel (still on 
the 200 block of Central Avenue, a major city landmark). 
“The dining room was attractive in special holiday trimmings 
and the service was handled with smoothness and dispatch 
of the mid-season rush.” The owner, Frank Fortune Pulver, 
later to become mayor of the city, was presented by his chef 
with a big Christmas cake. Across the top was the Rotary 
slogan: “He profits most who serves best.” Pulver was a charter 
member of the new Rotary Club. 

An array of hotels published their Christmas menus. The 
up-scale Huntington Hotel offered a menu of 16 items 
including Chicken Okra, Louisiana; Mousseline of Native 
Trout, Victoria; and Larded Loin of Beef, Grand Veneur. 
Even cafeterias published Christmas banquets. The 
Wentworth Cafeteria located at the corner of First Avenue 
and Fifth Street South invited the public to “join the throng 
of discriminating people who will eat their turkey dinner” 
at their place of business. At other eateries, Christmas 
dinners were offered for as little as 75 cents a plate. “Regular 
dinners” were still 
available, though, for 
60 cents a plate.

How well these 
dinners actually came 
off is a question. In 
my last article I 
featured early St. 
Petersburg Mayor 
Abe Pheil who 
brought manufac-
tured gas to the city 
in 1913. As the saying 
goes, “No good deed 
goes unpunished.” 
On December 26th 
the Times reported 
“Christmas Roasts 
Imperiled When Gas 
Pres sure  Goes 
Down.” With all the cooking being done, “gas was so low that a flame could hardly 
be kept up.” The situation was finally remedied about 1pm. However, the gas crisis 
brought about postponement of the Sunshine Horseshoe and Quoit Club final 
match. Club secretary McClure commented, “The failure of the municipal gas 
company to supply gas in large enough quantities to cook Christmas turkeys, 
chickens, and ducks caused the barnyard golfers [as the horseshoe players were 

called] to have late dinners, and after eating the partly cooked fowls were unable 
to enter the match because of indigestion.”

In addition to booming hotels, restaurants, and cafeterias there was of course 
Christmas shopping. “At the five-and-ten cent stores, the aisle ways were packed 
with surging humanity while clerks in the dry goods and hardware shops were 
kept moving at high speed by late purchasers.” “Malty Christmas” and “Hoppy 
New Year” greetings were playfully exchanged by a few. The paper reported that 
because of Prohibition these were now things of the past, but spirits could still be 
obtained in St. Pete by those in the know. (Al Capone’s bootleg partner Johnny 
Torrio was to make St. Pete his winter home starting a few years later.) 

On Christmas Eve Day, in a holiday editorial likely written by editor William 
L. Straub, the St. Petersburg 
Times ushered in the 1920 
Christmas under the 
heading “Christmas As 
Usual:”

“Christmas is here again. 
It has a way of coming back 
and of joining battle with the 
world’s doubts and discour-
agements and selfishness 
and evil. It has a way, too, 
of winning the fight always 
with its laughter, its warm 
generosity, its spirit of love 
and kindliness and childlike 
simplicity.

“Thus, in spite of 
unemployment – neither so 
widespread nor so appalling 
as in other periods of 

readjustment – and in spite of shortages and profiteers and 
politics, most of the civilized world which a short time ago was 
plunged in confusion and gloom finds itself warming up with 
Christmas spirit, and the words ‘Merry Christmas’ are spoken 
with the same old joyous thrill as before.

“The reason for the invincibility of Christmas is its close 
relationship with children. It is always their day of days, so 
happy, so full of possibilities for love and service that even the 
grouchy old Scrooges, when let into its great secrets, are trans-
formed into the most irresistible of holiday joy-makers.

“Let us then celebrate Christmas as usual, thankful for little 
children and for grown-ups who have the greatness of soul to 
become as little children at least once a year.”

On Christmas Day, the Times did not publish an editorial. 
Likely Straub was home with his wife and daughter, perhaps 
at his beach cottage, Loafer Lodge at Pass-a-Grille. Rather, 
the paper republished Francis Church’s 1897 public letter 
to Virginia O’Hanlon, with the famous line, “Yes, Virginia, 
there is a Santa Claus.” “The most real things in the world 
are those that neither children nor men can see.” 

This year’s holiday celebrations will be somewhat different because the 
pandemic is yet with us. But, we will still be thankful for the inspiration of the 
Christmas story, the delight of little children, and the merriment of friends. Â

Will Michaels is the retired director of the St. Petersburg Museum of History. He is the author of 
The Making of St. Petersburg and The Hidden History of St. Petersburg available from Arcadia-
publishing.com. He may be contacted at wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com, or 727-420-9195.

Call for Personalized Tour
Alegria Montessori School welcomes students without regard to race, color, re ligion, national or ethnic origin, or economic or social class.

385-2634385-2634
3200 58th Ave S

Maximo Presbyterian Church
alegriamontessori.com

• Openings for 2-6 year olds
• Weekly age-appropriate 

themes such as: Art Around the World, Literature, Dinosaurs, 
and much more!

• All 3-6 weeks include a Spanish “mini” camp to learn 
vocabulary through songs, books, and projects!

• Registration gives you a complete supply kit and access to 
private Google Classroom

• Everything is included in ‘weekly kits’ to make activities  
along with teachers in the videos

• Some books are even included to follow along with the teacher!

Florida Christmas postcard dated 1926

The Detroit Hotel as it would have appeared about 1913. The Detroit was the first 
building in St. Petersburg and is now a city landmark. It 1920 it would have been the 
social and cultural center of the city. 
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all stages of the plant, from seed to flower to the 
dried form in death.” Jeanne also points out that 
western floral design is symmetrical, but Ikebana 
uses asymmetrical balance. “The movement looks 
up, toward the sun,” she says.

Ikebana traces its history back to sixth-century 
Japan when floral offerings were placed on the altar 
of temples. “When my mother was growing up, 
after English school, they would learn the Japanese 
art of flower arranging at Japanese language 
school,” says Jeanne. “In Japan, starting with the 
Mejia era, flower arrangement and tea ceremony 
were taught to all women to become good 
housewives.”

Ikebana International, a nonprofit cultural 
organization, was established in 
1956 and today has chapters 
worldwide, including six in 
Florida. Jeanne is a past 
president of the Ikebana Inter-
national St. Petersburg chapter 
and current program chair. 
Within Ikebana, there are 
hundreds of different schools, 
each with its own ideas of how 
to create the arrangements. 
Jeanne is a master in the Ichiyo 
School, which encourages a 
modern, personal interpre-
tation and freeform abstract 
design using both natural and 
non-natural materials. In 2010, 
Jeanne had the honor of repre-
senting the Ichiyo School and 
North America as one of the 
demonstrators at the 10th 
Ikebana International World 

Convention in Tokyo. She is currently the 
president of the Ichiyo Florida chapter.

A fourth-generation American of Japanese 
ancestry, Jeanne was born and raised in Hawaii. 
After graduating from the University of Hawaii, 
she worked for a year as a flight attendant and then 
moved into fashion merchandising – first as a buyer 
for junior dresses and sportswear, and later as a buyer 
and merchandise manager for the largest interna-
tional fashion retailer in the world. Her specialty 
was high-end leather designer handbags. “I traveled 
70 percent of the time, procuring product in the 
U.S. and Europe and selling it to customers in the 
Pacific Rim,” says Jeanne. Her husband, Jerry, 
worked for the same firm designing the company’s 
computer software systems. 

In 1987, they retired and 
relocated from San Francisco to 
Florida, eventually building a 
home that was designed to 
accommodate their love of art. 
Jeanne creates Ikebana, while 
Jerry creates large hanging 
mobiles in the style of famous 
designer Alexander Calder. He’s 
also passionate about modern 
art, which hangs on the wall of 
their living room. Jeanne has 
dozens of ancient baskets on 
display from the Philippines.

Retirement gave Jeanne the 
freedom to begin full-time study 
of Ikebana. She had first started 
lessons when she was 23 and still 
in Hawaii, but the demands of 
her career grew too much. In 
retirement, she was able to pick 
it up again. She is now a teacher 

JEANNE HOULTON: FLOWER ARRANGING Cont’d from pg 1
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or sensei in the Ichiyo School 
and has been studying with the 
headmaster (iemoto) of the 
Ichiyo School in Japan – first 
Akihiro Kasuya, and now his 
son Naohiro. For more than 
two decades, she traveled to 
wherever the headmaster was 
demonstrating in order to assist 
with backstage preparations. 
She received the flower name 
Keiyo in the Ichiyo School, one 
of few people outside of Japan 
to have this distinction.

In 2000, she began taking 
students herself. Most live in 
the Tampa Bay area and have 
been studying with her for many 
years. All are very serious in 
their commitment. At the same 
time, she has continued to study 
personally with the headmaster 
in Japan. “You are a student forever,” says Jeanne. 
“Ikebana as an art form requires lifetime study.” 

On a Saturday in October, I spent several hours 
at her studio learning the basics of Ichiyo School 
arrangement. Jeanne demonstrated and I 
attempted to follow. That’s part of the process, 
she says. “The first 40 lessons, the instructor tells 
you where to put everything. You make it over 
and over again. Then something clicks. Everyone 
can do it, you just have to be patient,” says Jeanne. 

Practice and repetition might be critical, but 
I thought there still had to be more. “It’s like 
knowing how to match the right blouse with the 
right pants,” says Jeanne. “I had a head start. I 
developed an eye for it with my background in 
fashion merchandising.” In fact, says Jeanne, the 
Ichiyo School of Ikebana is sort of like fashion in 
that the style of arrangement continually changes 
with the times.

Design principles come into play, too. Jeanne 
pointed out that every Ikebana arrangement 
begins with the placement of materials in a 
triangle, which according to ancient tradition is 
meant to represent a harmonious relationship 
between heaven, earth, and humanity. “It’s an idea that comes from the ancient 
Japanese religion of Shinto that teaches there is a spirit in everything,” says 
Jeanne. “It also adds a little excitement. There are four legs on a table, but a 
triangle looks like it might tip at any moment.”

The Ichiyo School teaches 
that the height of the 
arrangement should mirror the 
height of the viewer. “Most 
people are six feet back looking 
at it; they are not close-up. You 
want people to connect to the 
arrangement,” says Jeanne. In 
addition, she points out that 
the eye should be directed to a 
focal point and then travel 
from left to right around the 
arrangement, the same concept 
artists’ use in creating 
advertising.

Most of the plant material is 
found in her landscape, but 
Jeanne orders the flowers 
wholesale. Against one wall in 
her studio is a large glass-front 
cooler with a fluorescent light 

where she keeps her flowers. “Each flower is different 
in the care it needs, just like people are different,” 
says Jeanne. When the flowers arrive, she cuts the 
stems under water and gives them food and light. 
Cutting plants underwater creates a vacuum to allow 
the water to rise up the stem, she says, which helps 
the arrangement last longer. Both flowers and plant 
material are conditioned with a special preserving 
material before use; so is the water. 

Jeanne also has entire closets filled with containers 
and vases. Containers are an important part of the 
arrangement. “Collecting and hunting for the right 
one is part of the fun,” says Jeanne. 

Does she have a favorite arrangement that she’s 
made? “I don’t have one,” says Jeanne. “Many times 
I like the arrangement better years later when I look 
back at the photographs.”

Over the years, Jeanne’s work has been on display 
at many events and organizations around the world, 
including locally at the Florida Orchestra Holiday 
Home Tours, the Morean Art Center, Florida 
CraftArt, Sunken Gardens and much more. She‘s 
participated in the prestigious Art in Bloom at the 
Museum of Fine Arts for the past 20 years, and as a 

member of the MFA’s Stuart Society, she’s served as Art in Bloom installation 
chair twice. The St. Petersburg Ikebana chapter is currently exhibiting at the 
entrance to the Imagine Museum and Jeanne’s work will be shown there at the 
end of December. Â

Facing page, top: Jeanne’s arrangement the Museum of Fine Arts 
in December 2019. Facing page, bottom: Jeanne demonstrating 
for the Philadelphia Ikebana chapter. Top: Jeanne and Jerry with 
their art collection. Above: One of Jeanne’s arrangements.
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Tampa Bay Watch Receives $10,000 Duke Energy Grant, 
Opens Discovery Center at the Pier

–– Janan Talafer ––

For many students around the country, time spent in the school garden is about 
making sure the tomatoes, peppers, or basil get watered. But, here in Tampa 
Bay – thanks to St. Pete’s location as a coastal city with a unique marine 

environment – the garden is often a bit more unusual. Some students are tending 
small plugs of seagrass growing in their school’s on-campus saltmarsh grass nursery. 

Seagrass serves as a nursery for juvenile fish, crabs, and shrimp, and as a feeding 
ground for various marine life. Tampa Bay Watch – a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to preserving the Tampa Bay estuary through science and education 
– calls seagrass the underwater forest.

Students are growing this important “marine” grass through a Tampa Bay 
Watch program called Bay Grasses in Classes. According to Tampa Bay 
Watch, over the past 24 years, students have grown more than 385,000 plugs 
of wetland grass, allowing the organization to restore than 170 acres of 
habitat. It’s not surprising to hear that this successful program serves as a 
model for the nation. The benefit to the environment is significant and so 
is the benefit for students.

With guidance from Tampa Bay Watch marine scientists, students make sure 
the plants have sufficient water and nutrients, as well as the right salinity to reach 
full maturity. Then the grasses are taken to the Tampa Bay estuary and replanted 
there to help in coastal restoration efforts. “Students are given the opportunity 
to directly improve their community by participating in hands-on restoration 
efforts across Tampa Bay,” says Paige Lansky, who serves as coordinator of the 
program and works directly with the schools. 

Students also gain an understanding of environ-
mental stewardship – important for the future of the 
planet. In addition to growing the seagrass, the 
students participate in wetland plantings, biological 
monitoring at restoration sites, and marine debris 
cleanups. “As students learn about the significance of 
coastal ecosystems, they develop an emotional 
connection to their environment and become more 
engaged citizens,” says Paige.

Unfortunately, with COVID temporarily disrupting 
school-based activities, Tampa Bay Watch was 
concerned about keeping the momentum going, 
especially related to seagrass coastal plantings. They 
applied for a Duke Energy Foundation grant, and last 
month received $10,000 in funding to pursue a number 
of new options. Duke annually makes grants through 
its foundation to local nonprofits in four main areas: 
the environment, economic development, education, 
and community vitality. Tampa Bay Watch was one of 10 charitable nonprofit 
organizations in Florida to be selected this year. 

Moving forward, Tampa Bay Watch expects to use the Duke Energy Foundation 
grant to expand the Bay Grasses in Classes program in several new areas, says 
Tampa Bay Watch spokesperson Rachel Arndt. This includes adding a virtual 
platform with lesson plans and traveling “trunks” with educational materials and 

resources that can be delivered to schools to replace planned outreach visits by 
Tampa Bay Watch staff. They’ll also be reaching out to homeschool groups and 
school clubs that can still participate in onsite coastal planting efforts, and adding 
community-volunteer events that teens can attend as a volunteer. 

Separate from the grant, Tampa Bay Watch also expanded its outreach efforts 
earlier this year with the opening of the new Discovery Center at the St. Pete 

Pier. Located on the walkway approaching the Pier head, the 
Discovery Center presents an overview of Tampa Bay’s marine 
ecosystem “in a way that’s entertaining and hands-on,” says Rachel. 
“There’s been a great turnout so far with many positive comments.”

An indoor exhibit gallery features an Estuary Habitat showcasing 
marine life from in the Bay. There are also interactive displays, video 
presentations, and docent-led tours, as well as daily marine education 
programs, after-school programs, and Science Saturdays. Reserva-
tions are not required, but there is a nominal admission cost of $5 
per adult and $3 for children ages 4-12. Kids age three and under 
attend free. Masks are required for all visitors. For more information, 
visit www.tbwdiscoverycenter.org.

Here are a few fun “factoids” about the Discovery Center:
• The largest tank is the 1,800-gallon Estuary Habitat, which 

holds tarpon, red fish, snook, hogfish, trunkfish, and other 
marine life found in Tampa Bay. 

• The seahorses in the Seahorse Habitat Tank eat three times a 
day.

•  It’s ok to touch the sea stars, anemones, and other small marine 
life in the Touch Tank. 

• The One Second Wave of Plastic sculpture, made entirely of 
1,500 recycled water bottles formed into a soaring 10-foot-high 
wave, vividly demonstrates how many plastic water bottles are 
used every second in the U.S. alone.

• Future plans include a USCG-certified catamaran for school 
field trips and family friendly eco-tours. Â

Above: The estuary tank at the Discovery Center. Below left: Playing in the touch tank. 
Below right: Students from a Tampa school participating in Bay Grasses in Classes. Lower 
left: Shorecrest students at MacDill during coastal restoration efforts. Bottom left: Canterbury 
students planting seagrass a few years ago. 
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IF YOU NEED A HEART  
PROCEDURE, MAKING  

AN APPOINTMENT WITH 
BAYCARE IS STANDARD 

PROCEDURE.
When it comes to your heart, time is of 
the essence. Even during these times.
You may be thinking about delaying your heart 
care due to COVID-19. Rest assured, as a heart 
care and health care leader, we’ve put enhanced 
safety measures in place to help protect you 
throughout St. Anthony’s Hospital.

From connecting you to heart specialists for a 
diagnosis, to treatment options for a variety of 
heart conditions like rhythm disorders and heart 
attacks, to helping you recover with cardiac 
rehab, we’re here when you need us. And we 
always provide the high level of personal care 
that BayCare is known for. Ensuring the safety 
and well-being of our patients has always been 
standard procedure.

If your primary care doctor suggested that you see a cardiologist, we can help you find one: 
 (844) 344-1952 or KnowYourHeart.org
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The Incredible Life of 
St. Pete’s Beautiful Monarch Butterflies

–– scoTT broWn ––

Shortly after we moved to St. Pete last year, I saw a Monarch butterfly flit 
into our courtyard, pausing on a yellow elder bush before flying off. I hadn’t 
seen a Monarch in years. Since that first sighting, I have encountered them 

many times. We see Monarchs regularly because our neighbors, Hank and Petra, 
grow milkweed.

In addition to being beautiful, Monarch butterflies have an incredible life cycle. 
They begin as fertilized eggs laid exclusively on milkweed plants. When those 
eggs hatch, the Monarch caterpillars eagerly eat the milkweed. The milkweed 
doesn’t just fuel the growth of the larvae. Milkweed contains cardenolides, a steroid 
that will make any creature that eats a Monarch caterpillar or butterfly so sick 
that it will never try to eat one again. 

Monarchs reproduce four times a year. It takes just four days for the eggs to 
hatch. The baby caterpillars munch milkweed for about two weeks before attaching 
themselves to a stem or leaf to begin turning into a chrysalis. The chrysalis stage 
lasts about ten days before the mature butterfly emerges. The butterflies normally 
live for two-to-six weeks. Their key objectives are to relocate, mate, and lay eggs 
before dying. 

When the first generation of Monarch butterflies mature in the spring, most will 
travel north before stopping at a milkweed patch to breed and lay eggs. The next 
generation continues traveling north and once again, stops to breed. By the third 

generation, the Monarchs have spanned North America and portions of southern 
Canada. The fourth generation, which can live for eight months or more, has the 
job of flying back to the Pacific and Gulf Coast to start the process over again.

Monarchs are the only migratory butterfly and are becoming endangered 
because their larva’s sole food source, milkweed, is being knocked out by commercial 
agriculture. Over the past 20 years, the Monarch population has declined by 90 

percent. The good news is that those of us in temperate Florida can help save 
them by growing milkweed in our garden or a pot. 

There is some controversy over the type of milkweed to buy. I went to Dolins 
Garden Center, which like most of the nurseries in St. Pete, only carries tropical 
milkweed. Many butterfly experts have written that tropical milkweed carries a 
parasite that can harm Monarchs so they recommend only using native varieties, 
which are harder to obtain and aren’t as hardy. The North American Butterfly 
Association (NABA), disputes the assertion that tropical milkweed is bad for 
Monarchs and points out that tropical milkweed has been present in South Florida 
for a 100 years. 

I placed my plants from Dolins in a big terracotta pot in a sunny spot on our 
courtyard and not too long after, I could see Monarchs flitting around my head 
attempting to land. Within days, I could see that something was eating my 
milkweed. Surely there couldn’t be Monarch caterpillars that fast! But yes, within 
two weeks the Monarch caterpillars had obliterated my first batch of milkweed 

LUXURY. EXCLUSIVITY. CONVENIENCE.
180 BEACH DR #1802, ST PETERSBURG
Offered by Jo Walker

727.657.9898 | Jo@CoastalPGI com | www.REALTORJoWalker.com
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plants. I went back to Dolins and bought more. I asked one of the people at Dolins 
if he thought that all the milkweed plants at the nursery had Monarch eggs on 
them. “Probably,” he replied.

I took some close-up photos of the milkweed leaves on the second go around. 
There they were. Fat little orange eggs. There were all different sizes of eggs indicating 
that these plants had been getting egg deposits continuously for a while. My neighbor 
Hank buys milkweed seeds and then starts them indoors. When they are big enough 

to put outside, he puts a 
cage around them so the 
Monarchs can’t lay eggs on 
them. This gives the 
milkweed a fighting 
chance to grow to suffi-
cient size to support a 
healthy caterpillar 
population. 

Because of its 
temperate climate, Florida 
hosts a year-round 
population of Monarch 
butterflies. Instead of 
traveling north in the 
mild months and then 
streaking south in the fall, 
there are lots of Monarchs 
that just hang out in 
Florida and do their thing 
here. Due to this year-
round population, it is all 
the more important for us 
to provide lots of suitable 
habitat for their larva. 

I can’t think of a better family project than raising a generation of Monarch 
butterflies and seeing the miracle of nature close-up right in your own backyard. Â



Page 28 November/December 2020 NORTHEAST JOURNAL

Erin 
Erickson

40th Avenue North 

Allendale

How long have you lived in St. Pete, and where are 
you from originally? 
I was born and raised in Clearwater, went to 
Clearwater High, and moved to St. Pete to go to 
the University of South Florida St. Pete in 2002. 
I’ve been here ever since!

Best hidden gem(s) in St. Pete? 
I have a great affinity for all of the art here in St. 
Pete. The monthly artwalk is a favorite, and I always 
make a stop by the Duncan Mclellan Gallery and 
the Warehouse Arts District.

Top two places in the world on your bucket list? 
I need to go back to Paris. And then, onto Bali.

What famous person, current or past, would you 
like to meet and why? 
I wouldn’t mind having a sit-down with Jesus.  
I have questions. 

Favorite sport, recreational activity or hobby? 
I’m a fan of the pickleball, bicycling, traveling, 
hiking, and camping.

If you could have a super power what would it be?
Ability to time-travel

Favorite restaurant in St. Pete? 
Hands down, Il Ritorno.

If you were a dog, what breed would you be? 
A scruffy mix for sure with a little bit of spunk, a 
little bit of surprise, and a little bit of sweetness all 
wrapped up into one.

Tell us about a situation or a person who has 
inspired you. 
My late maternal grandmother was a rock star! 
When her husband left her for a younger woman, 
he left her with 5 young children to raise on her 
own in New Orleans. She was a nurse at the time 
and was able to continue her education even while 
single parenting. She went on to become a professor 
of nursing and when retired, wrote a book of our 
full family history including tons of research.

Current book you’ve read and would recommend? 
Required reading: The Four Agreements by Don 
Miguel Ruiz

Tell us about an accomplishment, current or past,  
of which you are proud.
The “One Sunrise at a Time” yard sign campaign in 
which my husband, Adam, and I raised over $9,000 
in direct funding for the St. Petersburg Free Clinic. 
It warms our heart to still see the signs scattered 
around the city. (For those who have one: thank 
you for your support of that project!)

Something people might not know about you? 
On my mother’s side, our Italian lineage can be 
traced back to having a Pope in our family – Pope 
Clement X (1670-1676) and there is still an Altieri 
Palace in Rome.

What do you do for a living – what do you enjoy 
about it? 
My husband and I founded and own our 
marketing agency, Vampt Co. We are a small 
operation with just the two of us and our 
creative director and support many local 
businesses in the St. Petersburg area. 

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Walt 
Jaap

Catalan Blvd NE

See cover story 
Coffeepot Bayou: 
A Crown Jewel

Mark 
Talafer

Snell Isle Blvd. NE

How long have you lived in St. Pete, and where are 
you from originally? 
I’ve lived here since December 1970. I was born in 
Duluth, Minnesota, a.k.a. Lake Woebegone.

Best hidden gems in St. Pete? 
Weedon Island, especially the canoe trail, as well 
as the history museum on Egmont Key, Bird Island, 
Coffee Pot Bayou, and Boyd Hill Nature Preserve. 

Top two places in the world on your bucket list? 
Michipicoten, an island on Lake Superior in 
Ontario, Canada; and Spitsbergen, an island in the 
Arctic Ocean in northern Norway. 

What famous person, current or past, would you 
like to meet and why? 
Charles Darwin. Besides his more famous, The 
Origin of Species, Darwin wrote several important 
publications on coral reefs; we continue to debate 
his findings today. I’d enjoy discussing the aspects of 
glacial vs. volcanic processes on coral reefs with him. 

Favorite sport, recreational activity or hobby? 
Biking, kayaking, and growing orchids

A great movie you’d recommend? 
Chariots of Fire 

If you could have a super power what would it be? 
Resolve conflicts

Favorite restaurant in St. Pete? 
We have many favorites. Breakfast: El Tenampa  
on 16th Street in St. Pete. Lunch: Harvey’s. 
Dinner: Hickory Hollow on US-301 in Ellenton.

If you were a dog, what breed would you be? 
Schipperke, a small, agile, and sturdy Belgian breed 
with a black furry coat and fox-like face. 

Tell us about a situation or a person who has 
inspired you. 
In elementary school, Sigurud Olson, an author and 
environmentalist, came and made a presentation 
about his experiences in the boundary water 
wilderness. He made a lasting impression on my 
understanding of the value of wilderness. 

Current book you’ve read and would recommend? 
George Gauld: Surveyor and Cartographer of the Gulf 
Coast by Robert Weir and Robert Rea. Gauld, little 
recognized, was a contractor for the British 
Admiralty and created the first accurate charts of 
Tampa Bay, the gulf coast of Florida, and much more 
at the time of the American Revolution. The work 
was done with very primitive tools, relative to the 
GPS and satellite navigation gear we have today.

Tell us about an accomplishment, current or past, 
of which you are proud. 
I am pleased to be part of the research on coral 
reefs of the Dry Tortugas. In 1975, I was invited to 
participate in a study that lasted until I tried to 
retire. I published several scientific articles on our 
work and spent a great deal of time in Tortugas, 
and I am pleased to see the work continues (Note 
that the pioneering work here began in the 1880s). 

Something people might not know about you? 
I served in the U.S. Army in Dallau, Germany, and 
was there when the Berlin Wall issues escalated and 
came very close to war. 

How long have you lived in St. Pete and where are 
you from originally?
I moved to St. Petersburg from Connecticut in 1988. 
Grew up in Bay Village, Ohio, a suburb west of 
Cleveland on Lake Erie.

Favorite sport, recreational activity or hobby?
Taking the back roads and touring around Tampa 
Bay on my motorcycle.

Favorite restaurant in St. Pete?
Carrabba’s on 4th Street, and anything Italian.  
I’m a second-generation Italian American and still 
have family in Rivergaro, a small town in northern 
Italy about an hour from Milan. Our daughter lives 
permanently in Rome with her husband who grew 
up there.

Tell us about a situation or a person who has 
inspired you.
Visiting Hadrian’s Villa outside of Rome. I first 
visited there in my 20s and it was an amazing 
experience of Déjà vu.

Current book you’ve read and would recommend?
Aging is a Spiritual Practice by Lewis Richmond. 
It’s quite profound.

Tell us about an accomplishment, current or past, of 
which you are proud.
Serving as a registered nurse at Bayfront Health
St. Petersburg for 18 years. It was my second career 
after many years in warehousing, purchasing, and 
inventory control. I felt I had finally found my 
calling. I started as a nurses aide and went back to 
school to earn my RN degree.

What do you do for a living – what do you enjoy 
about it?
I officially retired from Bayfront in April of this 
year during COVID and took five  months off to 
do yard work, house projects, and just relax. But, 
I am now back working part-time as a nurse in a 
physician’s practice. 

Early on during the pandemic, Erin Erickson spearheaded the 
One Sunrise At A Time yard sign project to benefit the St. 
Pete Free Clinic.
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SOLD | FOR 98% OF ASKING PRICE AND UNDER CONTRACT IN ONE WEEK
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1325 Snell Isle Boulevard NE #505, Snell Isle, St. Petersburg

Last listed for $725,000 
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As we celebrate Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s, the Northeast 
Journal team would like to wish you and your loved ones a safe, peaceful, 
and healthy holiday season. This year has been unique and challenging, 

and many of us are certainly ready to put it all behind us. Yet, there was still 
much to be thankful for and many accomplishments to celebrate. We are 
grateful to our advertisers who, even in uncertain times, continued to support 
the Northeast Journal so we could share our mission of delivering good news 
about our community. We are also blessed with loyal readers who tell us how 
much they enjoy our stories.

May your days ahead be filled with the camaraderie and comfort of friends 
and family, and the satisfaction of living in such a beautiful city with amazing 
sunsets, a spectacular waterfront, and dozens of parks to enjoy during this cooler 
time of year. Here’s to 2021 and new beginnings!

SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM THE NORTHEAST JOURNAL  TEAM

Susan Williams (advertising director) has helmed the ad 
sales of the Northeast Journal since 2005. A native-New-
Yorker-turned-Florida-girl, Susan loves living in downtown 
St. Pete near her dear parents and friends.
[727-259-3149, northeastjournal@gmail.com]

Jennifer MacMillen (publisher) Seeing the good in people 
and telling their stories is what inspired publisher, Jen 
MacMillen, to start Greater Good Media. With three publica-
tions in New England and the Northeast Journal in St. Pete, 
Jen is honored to be part of the team that delivers good news 
in these communities. 

Julie Johnston (art director/copy editor) says, “Graphic design 
is ‘home’ for me. It’s a natural fit for my synesthetic mind.” 
Julie is a freelance graphic designer, theatre technician, and 
gemologist. And that’s her fur-baby who was found in a box 
on a lawn! His name is, of course, Jack in the Box.
[johnstongraphicdesigner@gmail.com]

Janan Talafer (managing editor) A long-time Snell Isle 
resident, Janan loves writing for the Northeast Journal and 
editing fellow writers’ stories about the many great people, 
organizations, and events in our part of St. Pete. She is a 
freelance writer who has had her own writing business since 
1999. [janantalafer@gmail.com]

Jamie Mayo (distribution/subscription manager) is from  
Strongsville, OH, and came to Florida in 1979. Jamie owns 
Wife – for hire. She partnered with the Journal in 2004, having 
many roles, currently distribution, door-to-door, and subscrip-
tions. She has five adult children and two fur babies. “My other 
love is Jesus, who gratefully gets me through each day.”

Melissa Madden (Operations Manager) has been with 
Greater Good Media for a year, assisting the publisher with 
daily operations of all publications. She and her husband 
enjoy living on Lake Fairlee in Vermont with their two dogs 
Ben and Lily. Their daughter and son also live in Vermont.

Lynn Lotkowictz (Facebook reporter, photographer, writer) 
enjoys writing for the Journal, and doing photography and 
videography for our Facebook page showcasing all the great 
things going on in St. Pete. Passions include family, travel, 
and biking. Lynn currently volunteers with a Pinellas 
Venezuelan couple via Zoom, helping with their English. 

Diana Geegan (People and Pets photographer) has a  
lifelong passion to help others and has made a successful 
career in real estate a natural fit. Diana is also an animal 
lover and is passionate about capturing photos of you and 
your four-legged family members for the People & Pets 
section. [DianaGeegan@gmail.com]
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Gulf Coast JFCS Heart Gallery of Pinellas and Pasco Program: The mission of the Heart Gallery is  
to increase the number of successful state-sponsored adoptions from foster care. We recruit potential parents, connect children  

and families, and provide support as you make your way along the adoption journey. Every child deserves a home!

Tyler is a 6th grader who loves math. 
Tyler likes basketball the most. Friends 
would describe him as accepting of 
people’s differences and a “good kid” 
who helps them when he can. Tyler’s 
favorite foods are oatmeal and lasagna. 
He likes to play Fortnite and Minecraft 
and his favorite colors are yellow and 
blue…and sometimes orange. His 
favorite super hero is Shazam – because 
he can zap bad guys, but if Tyler could 
have a super power it would be the 
power to help people. He is quite the 
humanitarian and wants every person to 
know they have good qualities. 

Family is important to Tyler so his forever family will need to be open to 
allowing him to maintain contact with relatives. Do you have a Husky? That would 
be Tyler’s dream dog in a home with a kind family.
LSF-101749660 • Photo courtesy of Imagine Pro Photography

Jeremiah is a very polite 8th grader 
who loves science. He loves to try new 
activities, restaurants, and foods. He 
loves to read manga’s (Japanese Anime). 
Jeremiah is happy listening to rap music, 
playing basketball or video games, and 
watching Naruto (his favorite superhero). 
If Jeremiah could have a superpower, it 
would be telekinesis, how cool would 
that be?

Jeremiah says that he wants a family 
that is “not mean” and will have patience 
with him as he explores life as a 
teenager. His ideal family will help him 
grow emotionally as well as physically. A 
lot of attention is something Jeremiah really longs for and deserves. The ideal 
family would be very active and have a male role model available to help prepare 
him for the world.
 LSF-12651822 • Photos courtesy of Imagine Pro Photography

TYLER, AGE 11JEREMIAH, AGE 13

THE HEART GALLERY

To learn more about adoption of teenagers,  
sibling groups and children with medical needs...
Visit our website, give us a call, or send us an email:  

www.Heartgallerykids.org • Patsy Stills at 727-479-1845 
heartgallerykids@gcjfcs.org • 14041 Icot Blvd, Clearwater FL 33760

Can’t adopt, but want to help? Become a Volunteer 
Professional Photographer; host a gallery at your business;  

donate to birthdays and adoption events; invite us to speak at 
your business or civic group.

Join the HEART GALLERY 
for an ONLINE streaming event to 

BENEFIT the Heart Gallery of Pinellas and Pasco
Saturday, November 14, 2020  •  6-7 p.m. 

COMING RIGHT UP!
More info at 

HeartGalleryKids.org
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–– branDY b. sTarK ––

The written word creates a sense of conscious reflection, and no one knows 
this better than St. Petersburg resident, Gloria Munoz. A talented and 
diversified writer, she has won a litany of awards including a Creative 

Pinellas Artist Grant, the University of South Florida Humanities Institute Poetry 
Award, and Lumina’s 2020 multilingual writing award for her essay Canta Y (No) 

Llores. Now, she can add 
another  to her 
impressive résumé: She 
is the 2020 recipient of 
the St. Petersburg Arts 
All iance Rolston 
Award. 

A  Co lombian -
Am er i can  writer, 
Gloria’s life revolves 
around her creative 
passion. Her works have 
appeared in The Rumpus, 
Best New Poets, VIDA 
Review, Puerto del Sol, 
Lumina, Burrow Press, 
and Acentos Review, 
among other publica-
tions. She currently 
teaches at Eckerd 
College and serves as a 
mentor for Las Musas’ 
Hermanas, a mentoring 
program for young 
female and non-binary 

Latinx writers. She is also the co-founder of Pitch Her Productions, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to promoting women in film, and Moonlit Musica, a 
bilingual song-writing team. 

She is the third winner of the Rolston Memorial Professional Development 
Grant. Established in 2018, it was named in memory of Jim Rolston, a founding 
board member of the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance. A Snell Isle resident, Jim 
was an accomplished artist and sculptor, who turned to art full-time after 
retiring from a 22-year career as director of operations for Pinellas County 
Utilities. After his death, friends and family established the fund in Jim’s 
memory to foster artistic growth and continual learning. The $5,000 grant 
is intended to provide financial assistance to a St. Petersburg artist for training 
or education in improving or developing new art forms that will facilitate taking 
his or her work to the next level. Beth Reynolds won the grant in 2018 and 
Wendy Durant in 2019. Gloria, a finalist for the award in 2019, is the third 
artist selected for this award. 

John Collins, executive director of the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance, adds, 
“I can say as a reader that Gloria’s writing submission, incorporating Spanish 
and English, moved me – as any art form should. Also, community engagement 
is part of all that we do at the Arts Alliance, and when Gloria completes her 
program, she will share her knowledge with others.”

Gloria says she is “thrilled to have this opportunity to develop my literary 
craft through study, inquiry, and practice. This grant could not have come at a 
better time in my writing career. This extra push allows me to dive into projects 
that require deep engagement and commitment.” 

She plans to use the grant to work on poetry and a novel, as well as to engage 
in professional development opportunities. She will be participating in The San 

Miguel Writers’ Conference & 
Literary Festival, Nina Lacourt’s Slow 
Novel Lab, and two Catapult Writing 
Workshops. Due to the pandemic, the 
programs will be held online over five 
months to allow for long-term 
mentorship and community building. 
The workshops also include input 
from well-known authors including 
Margaret Atwood, Richard Blanco, 
Yuri Herrera, and A’Lelia Bundles.

Gloria is also working on presenting 
online readings from her newest forth-
coming poetry book, Danzirly (www.
uapress.arizona.edu/book/danzirly) 
which will be released in March 2021 
by The University of Arizona Press. 
Though she is used to speaking in 
venues ranging from cafés and gardens 
to galleries, Gloria says she is looking 
forward to working on some “fun 
online events.” Of course, she will also 
draw upon her experience living in St. 
Petersburg, which helps foster her 
creativity. “This is such a wonderful 
community to be a part of as an artist,” 
she says. “People are excited to collab-
orate. I love the galleries, the writing 
organizations, the music, and theatre 
that make this area so vibrant.”

Gloria’s husband, Mark Feinman, 
a musician in the local band La Lucha, 
is her biggest advocate. “He reminds 
me to take my writing time even when 
the world is hectic and overwhelming. 

My family is also incredibly encouraging and supportive, and my friends are always 
gracious enough to check in on the progress of my writing.” 

Gloria and Mark recently collaborated on the lyrics and composition for New 
Holiday Classics, an upcoming album produced by Adrian Cunningham and La 
Lucha with various guest artists. Read more here: arborsrecords.com/products/
adrian-cunningham-la-lucha-new-holiday-classics.

When it comes to her fellow artists, Gloria is also the voice of artistic 
encouragement. “If you’re an artist applying for a grant of any kind, know that 
there are many factors involved in what can sometimes be a subjective process. 
If you don’t get it the first time, try again, and sometimes you may keep at it for 
a few grant cycles. In the end it’s worth it.” Â

The Jim Ralston Award Goes to Writer Gloria Munoz
SHOWCASE OF THE ARTS

Gloria’s Danzirly poetry book; Gloria and her 
husband Mark’s La Lucha’s holiday album

Gloria Munoz

Scott J. Petrucci, ChFC®  

727.525.8484  spetrucci@pfginc.com
5999 Central Avenue, Suite 408 • St. Petersburg, FL 33710

Serving the Tampa Bay Area Since 1987

Looking to Create a Financial Plan?
We help simplify

complex financial matters
while managing risk

Scott Petrucci provides:
• Customized fee-based planning with a relationship

• A uniquely handcrafted asset allocation model that captures all of
your assets on a single page, quarterly with a personalized commentary

• A competitive money management fee structure 
• Knowing that a professional is helping you

monitor your financial situation

Registered Representative offering securities through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, member FINRA/SIPC. 
Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity. Advisory Services and Financial Planning offered through Vicus Capital Inc.,
a Federally Registered Investment Advisor. Investments and Services available to residents of FL, GA, SC, NC, NJ, CA, MI, OH, VA, MO, IL, TN.
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SHOWCASE OF THE ARTS

–– Janan Talafer ––
Two Saturdays: November 21 & December 5 

The Florida CraftArt Festival, an annual Thanksgiving time tradition that 
usually attracts hundreds of fans and the closing of a portion of Central 
Avenue, was in jeopardy this year due to COVID.  But after a little brain-

storming, the 23rd Florida CraftArt will continue later this month no matter 
what, says Katie Diets, executive director.  But this year, the popular festival will 
take into consideration a number of safety guidelines.  Diets is calling it, “Florida 
CraftArt With A Twist.”  

“We discussed having the festival on Zoom but that just does not have the 
same impact for the artists,” said Dietz, “so we are going forward with outdoor 
exhibits like usual, but they will be spaced apart and there will be fewer artists 
spread out over two Saturdays. We are also asking everyone to wear masks.”  

A few other differences... Usually the festival showcases the work of 100 fine 
art artists, but this year 18 artists will be exhibiting, including six emerging artists 
in ceramic, mixed media and glass. In addition, this year the street will not be 

closed to accommodate 
large crowds. Instead the 
artists’ booths will be set 
up on the sidewalk outside 
Florida CraftArt at 501 
Central Avenue and in 
the parking lot of Regions 
Bank across the street.  

Admission, as always, is 
free for the festival, which 

will be held on Saturday, November 21 and Saturday, December 5, both days 
from 10 am to 5 pm.  Another annual Florida CraftArt event, the Holiday 
Boutique, kicked off November 6 inside the gallery, which has new hours: open 
to the public Wednesday through Saturday from 11 am to 4 pm, or Tuesday by 
private appointment. 

Founded in 1951, Florida CraftArt is a nonprofit statewide organization whose 
mission is to showcase Florida’s fine craft artists and their work. Â

23rd Florida CraftArt Continues  
With Safety Guidelines In Place

–– Janan Talafer ––

St. Petersburg is 
fortunate to have 
the Dali, the 

Museum of Fine Arts, 
the James Museum, 
Imagine Museum, and so 
many other outstanding 
cultural treasures. The 
city’s cool creative vibe 
is also due in no small 
part to the many working 
artists who live and work 
here. And both are 
struggling because of 
COVID’s impact on the 
economy, not just locally 
but worldwide.

The St. Petersburg 
Arts Alliance recently 
announced a new public-
private partnership 
with the Downtown 
Partnership and the City 
of St. Petersburg to ensure 
the artists’ survival, and to 
develop a five-year plan to strengthen and build on St. Pete arts economy.

“Because of COVID, people are open to thinking about doing things in new 
ways, and collaboration is more important now than ever been,” said Downtown 

Partnership CEO Jason 
Mathis in a press 
statement announcing 
the new project. Mathis 
added that this is  
an “opportunity to 
recommit our support 
for art as a defining 
characteristic of St. 
Pete, and reimagine the 
future of art in the city.”

The public-private 
partnership team – 
which includes civic, 
business, and arts 
leader s  in  the 
community – will be 
working with a 
consultant to create a 
Community  Arts 
Strategy with recom-
mendations expected 
by next spring. 

In the meantime, the 
group will be taking 
inventory of the city’s 

existing arts assets, recommending ways for greater collaboration in fundraising, 
marketing, and audience development and looking nationwide for best practices 
in other cities. Â

New St. Pete Initiatives to Support the Arts 
in Uncertain Times 

Bending Arc by Janet Echelman, one of many public art statues at the new St. Pete Pier. 

Top: William Kidd’s ceramic art is well 
known to fans of Florida CraftArt. Left: 
Tampa fiber artist Leeann Kroetsch’s 
wearable art pieces will be on display at 
Florida CraftArt, Nov. 21 and Dec. 5.  
Above: Jeweler Linda Caristo’s Monarch 
brooch. She will be among artists at the 
upcoming Florida CraftArt festival.
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–– Janan Talafer ––

Tony Mangiafico, executive chef and co-owner of Gratzzi’s 
Italian Grille, and 50 of his close friends, decided they want 
to make a difference.  So this summer they formed St. Pete 

Fools’ Charities with the goal of giving a helping hand to local 
charities.  “We can’t change the world, but we can make a little 
difference and that’s what’s matters most to me,” says Tony. “We 

can show some positivity during the dark days we’ve all been facing lately.”
The group’s first fundraiser takes place Saturday, Nov. 14 and will benefit Alpha 

House, which provides housing and services to women and children, helping them 
make a successful transition into permanent housing and independent living.  
The fundraiser will also support a 14-year-old friend of the group, Stryker Sullivan, 
a St. Pete teen who is battling leukemia.

While many fundraisers are traditional, formal events, this one is unique. It’s 
a motorcycle ride that is open to the public. However, you don’t need a motorcycle 
to participate; cars, jeeps and other vehicles are expected to join in. Tony is also 
arranging for four local law enforcement officers on motorcycles to give the caravan 
an escort and to ensure everyone’s safety.  

The ride will kick-off at the Toasted Monkey in St. Pete Beach and proceed 
over the Sunshine Skyway Bridge, stopping at various locations along the way, 
including Alpha House, where they’ll be dropping off items they’ve already 
purchased for women and children living there.  They’ll also be stopping at 
Stryker’s house to say hello and give him an official St. Pete Fools T-shirt.

Tony points out that St. Pete Fool’s mission is to raise money to purchase 
tangible items that local charities need, directly benefitting people in the 
community, rather than simply donating a check to the organization.  Alpha 
House provided a list of items, some of which the St. Pete Fools’ members have 
already purchased.  With additional money raised from the November fundraiser, 
they’ll purchase the remainder of the list, as well as provide Christmas presents 
and a Christmas meal for the families. 

While this first fundraiser involves motorcycles, Tony is quick to say that 
doesn’t mean the St. Pete Fool’s is a motorcycle club.  It’s a private, membership-

The Last Word 
Around the Block

based social club of local business professionals from many different backgrounds 
and occupations, some of whom like motorcycles.  The group is in the process of 
renovating a building in the Warehouse Arts District for their clubhouse.  It’s 
there that Tony keeps his own personal collection of motorcycles—he has about 
25, he says. His favorites?  A Triumph Bobber and a vintage Bonneville.  He also 
has a Ducati, several Harley’s and because he’s originally from Sicily, an Italian 
Moto Guzzi.  

“I started collecting motorcycles years ago,” says Tony. “When I would be out 
riding, a friend would want to come along but didn’t have a bike, so I would loan 
him one.  Then more friends wanted to join us and eventually I bought more so we 
could all go.  It makes it more fun and it’s always safer riding in a group, Tony says.

If he’s not out on a motorcycle, Tony will be at Gratzzi’s, the downtown St. 
Petersburg Italian restaurant where he’s been executive chef and co-owner for 21 
years. “Cooking and food are my passion,” says Tony. “I have always loved cooking, 
even as a little kid. My father wanted me to be a doctor and I started taking classes, 
but decided that I should do what I like and cooking makes me happy.”

In fact, during the interview with the Northeast Journal, Tony was busy multi-
tasking by cooking at Gratzzi and answering my questions at the same time. “That’s 
my life,” Tony says.  “I like going into Gratzzi early in the morning, alone, and 
getting it started, taking a break to see the kids, and then going back to work on 
the line again later.”  His older children, Isabelle, 24; Anthony, 21; and Giuliani, 
20, are in the restaurant business too, not at Gratzzi, but at Flute & Dram, a 
champagne and whiskey bar on Beach Drive where he is a co-owner.  His youngest 
daughter, Jemma, is 11, so she’s not quite ready to join the team.

Earlier this year, when restaurants temporarily closed their dining rooms due to 
COVID, Tony reached out to struggling colleagues in the hospitality industry and 
offered them a free take-out meal. Two months later, that led to his having donated 
more than 8,500 meals through Gratzzi to people in need.  It also led to the formation 
of the St. Pete Fools Charities.  “It felt really good to help so I talked to the guys 
and we decided to form a nonprofit charitable group. We are really excited about 
doing this,” says Tony. “It’s our first major event and we hope it will be the build-out 
of something even greater.”  For more information go to www.stpetefools.com. Â

Beautiful St. Petersburg
No wonder Conde Nast Traveler named St. Pete one of the 10 best big cities to visit in the country

–– phoTos bY lYnn loTKoWicTz ––

St. Pete Fools Give a Helping Hand to Local Charities

Left: Center: The St. Pete Fools Social Club in front of the Museum of Fine Arts. Tony Mangiafico takes a break from cooking at Gratzzi. Right: Members of the St. Pete Fools Social Club 
during a charitable ride to support local law enforcement



Located on Mirror Lake, Reflection will feature 81 luxury condominium 
residences, offering expansive floorplans and modern amenities. 

Starting in the $500s

ST. PETERSBURG’S MOST ILLUSTRIOUS 
CONDOMINIUM TOWER 

DISCOVER YOUR NEXT BRILLIANT 
MOVE AT REFLECTION

THE SALES GALLERY IS 
NOW OPEN AND TAKING 

RESERVATIONS.
600 1ST AVE N #110 

ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33701
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727.560.4377 | abearnarth@smithandassociates.com
alibearnarth.smithandassociates.com 

4 Bed | 4/1 Bath | 4,276 SF
Co-Listed with Christopher Pitre

2 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 1,684 SF
Last Listed at $649,900

SMITHANDASSOCIATES.COM

LOCAL ♥ GLOBAL REACH
Our Global Partners 

Ali Bearnarth
REALTOR®

Bliss Penthouse 
176 4th Avenue NE #1801

Pending
 226 5th Avenue N #906

320 Coffee Pot Riviera NE 
3 Bed | 4 Bath | 3,075 SF | Offered at $2,290,000

 Executive Waterfront Residence in Coffee Pot Riviera

Once in a lifetime opportunity!!! This pool residence sits on over a quarter of an acre of land with professionally designed, 
beautifully manicured landscaping and a lavish exterior lighting system that allows for a picturesque elevation. This ONE-OF-A-
KIND home sits on one level with a split bedroom design, a den/office, an OPEN FLOOR PLAN with great room and dining area 
combined that has oversized windows and Pella French doors for outstanding panoramic WATER VIEWS of Coffee Pot Bayou and 
of the historic Snell Isle Bridge.

Wishing you a Happy Holiday Season & a Joyous New Year!


