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–– AngelicA Jimenez And AlessAndrA Jimenez ––

Our grandmother, Luisa Bernarda Jimenez was born on Friday, August 20, 1920, in Meneses, a 
small town in what was then known as the Las Villas Province in north central Cuba. But 
that’s not what her birth certificate says. It claims she was born in 1921, not 1920. And the 

reason for that discrepancy is more relevant today than ever. 

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 20

–– KAndy mAgnotti ––

COVID-19 may have put a halt to many community and 
social events, but we are wired to be social, and somehow 
we always find a way to adapt through challenges. Snell 

Isle resident Dawna Stone is a local example of someone who 
has shown the discipline and determination to overcome any 
obstacle in her way, even a global pandemic. Empowered women 
empower women, and Dawna Stone – an accomplished author, 
entrepreneur, motivational speaker, and health, fitness and 
wellness expert – is that kind of woman. 

With her sister Michele, Dawna recently launched the Virtual 
Women’s Half Marathon, with proceeds benefiting the Feeding 
America COVID-19 Response Fund. While there are other 
virtual races around the country, Dawna says this event – which 
takes place October 17-18 – is unique. Most virtual runs allow 
you to complete your run over a number of weeks or even 
months. That can make it difficult to stay motivated and stick 
to a training schedule. Instead, imagine hundreds of thousands 
of women across the country training for a virtual event that 
culminates in one specific weekend this fall. “We wanted all the 
fanfare that comes along with training for a live race so you feel 
like you are training toward something,” says Dawna. 

The event is actually several races in one. In addition to the 
Virtual Women’s Half Marathon, there is also a Virtual Women’s 
10K, 5K Double Challenge (Half Marathon and 10K), and a 
Triple Challenge (Half Marathon, 10K and 5K). 

How exactly will these virtual races happen? According to 
the website, “All distances can be completed virtually anywhere 
– on the beach, your neighborhood sidewalk, a mountain trail, 
or even a treadmill.” 

Dawna is definitely no stranger to hard work, setting a goal, 
and meeting challenges. In fact, one could argue that it’s in her 
DNA. “I don’t ever remember not being an athlete,” Dawna 
recalls. She began as a swimmer at the age of six. By seventh 
grade, she was training six hours a day. Her day started at 3:45am 
when she carpooled to a training pool an hour away from home. 
She was that girl who arrived at school with wet hair. But, she 
was on a mission to be the best she could be, and let no obstacle 
stand in her way.

Snell Isle Resident Luisa Jimenez 
Celebrates 100th Birthday

Continued on page 19

Dawna Stone and family: husband Matt Dieter and children Luke & Kaelie

Luisa Jimenez with her family at her 100th birthday celebration

Principals of the First Airline, L-R: Percy Fansler, airline creator; Mayor Abe Pheil; 
first passenger; and Tony Jannus, chief pilot. Pheil became the first passenger by winning 
a charity lottery. Per Betsy Pheil, her grandfather Abe’s right eye was injured as a child 
by a toy suction-cup arrow. It’s possible he had no sight in the eye. Image 1914. 
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 –– Will michAels ––

The long-awaited sculpture commemorating the world’s first airline –launched from St. Petersburg 
on New Year’s Day 1914 – is ready to be erected. The sculpture by St. Petersburg artist Mark 
Aeling will be a replica of the ‘Benoist’ Airboat, the first airliner. It will be a full-size replica 

with a wingspan of approximately 44 feet and a fuselage reaching 25 feet. Featured in the Benoist 
will be two bronze 
busts – one of famed 
aviator Tony Jannus 
waving to the crowd, 
and the other of the 
first passenger, St. 
Petersburg Mayor 
‘Abe’ Pheil. 

Much more is 
known about Tony 
than Abe. Tony was 
a pioneer aviator in 
his day, holding 
records for flight 
altitudes, over-water 
flight distance, and 
– most authorities 
agree – the pilot 
during the first 
successful parachute 

Snell Isle’s Dawna Stone 
Empowers Women

Abe Phiel:  
First Airline’s First Passenger
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727-546-0200
BlackwellAuctions.com

see ad on page 25



Meats By the Pound
Order online at drbbqs.com

1101 1st Ave S | St. Petersburg

Beef Sausage

Slicked Brisket

Tampa | St. Pete | Riverview
datz4foodies.com



RECENTLY SOLD PROPERTIES

721 SNELL ISLE BLVD
LIST PRICE $845,000

SOL
D

841 24TH AVE N
LIST PRICE $699,000

* OFF MARKET SALE

3980 SHORE ACRES BLVD NE
LIST PRICE $495,000

REPRESENTED BUYER

2 WEST LANE
LIST PRICE $934,000

1967 HAWAII DR NE
LIST PRICE $850,000

* OFF MARKET SALE

1920 ARROWHEAD DR NE
LIST PRICE $2,200,000

* OFF MARKET SALE

SOL
D

SOL
D

SOL
D

SOL
D

SOL
D

727 498 0610
sarah@howepg.com
don@howepg.com
sarahanddonhowe.com

SAR AH & DON HOWE
#1 ST PETE TEAM 2019

* A few of our recent sales came about by bringing buyers and sellers together through our 
extensive list of contacts.  If you can't find what you're looking for, contact us and we'll go to 
work for you.

Everyone has different needs. You be you...we’ll help!

4019 BAYSHORE BLVD NE
Stunning custom 5,149 sqft single-story home,  
full open water view, 20 ft coffered ceiling in great 
room, 4 en-suite bedrooms, 5-1/2 baths total,  
home gym.

$3,185,000

475 2ND STREET N #402
Fabulous boutique building and ideal downtown  
St. Pete location with 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths and 
1,734 sqft.

$925,000

HOTTEST WATER ON THE MARKET!  BIGGEST HOUSE ON BEACH DRIVE!  HIP BOUTIQUE DOWNTOWN LOCATION! 

524 BEACH DR NE
Over 5,200 sqft of custom block construction  
on Beach Drive, 4 en-suite bedrooms on 4 levels 
(plus another full and half bath), 3-car garage,  
no HOA.

$2,899,000

461 CAPRI WAY NE
Fully renovated executive home, 3 bedrooms,  
2 baths with fabulous pool.

$739,000

2330 1ST ST N
Stately traditional 4 bedroom, 3 bath home in the 
beautiful Old Northeast neighborhood.

$800,000

1430 1ST ST N
Renovated bungalow 3 bedroom, 2 bath home in the 
beautiful Old Northeast neighborhood.

$635,000

THE PALM SPRINGS OF SNELL ISLE!  LOW MAINTENANCE OLD NE!  LOOKS LIKE CLASSIC BUNGALOW LIVING!  
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It’s already fall and here we are still social distancing. One 
event that could not take place in person this year due to 
COVID-19 was the 19th annual 9/11 Patriot Day memorial 
celebration. Placido Bayou resident Jo Brower, executive 
director of Remember Honor Support, organizes this event that 
commemorates 9/11 and honors the sacrifices and dedication 
of first responders, the military, veterans, and their families.

Usually about 500 people attend this event at the St. Pete 
Coliseum. It’s a moving and memorable tribute. A giant 
American flag hangs over 9th Avenue North and sets the 
stage for an impressive lineup of speakers. But this year, Jo has had to be creative. 
Instead, she will be recording in advance messages from Commander Janette Arencibia, 
TF 51/5 Medical director US Navy, who will be speaking from Bahrain; and Kenneth F. 
McKenzie, Jr., US Central Command at MacDill; as well as Anthony Holloway, St. Pete 
Chief of Police; and several elected officials. The video will go live on 9/11 and will be 
posted all month long.

Proceeds generated by the event usually benefit several important charities that 
support wounded warriors. But this year, Jo said that all donations will go to a 2020 
Stress Relief Fund in support of mental health programs for first responders and their 
families. To learn more or to make a donation, email jo@RHSFL.org or go to www.
rememberhonorsupport.org.

Janan Talafer
Editor, Northeast Journal
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You’re young at
heart. We can help

you reflect that.

F A C I A L  R E J U V E N AT I O N
Eyelid Life  |  Brow Lift 

Face Lift  |  Botox™ & more

B R E A S T  S U R G E R Y
Breast Augmentation  |  Breast Lift

Implant Exchange

B O D Y  C O N T O U R I N G
Tummy Tuck  |  Liposuction

Coolsculpting™

1116 Dr. MLK Jr. St. N.  |  St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727.895.1515

www.drgayoso.com

GIVE YOUR LOCAL 
BUSINESS WHAT IT NEEDS.

Custom-tailored and transformative  
marketing to keep your business thriving.
Get started with a free marketing consultation.

727.687.8309  |  Visit our website at Vampt.Co

Branding  
+ Design

Marketing 
Strategy

Advertising 
+ Printing



From the minute you walk in the door, the Treehouse Gallery will enhance your senses from music in your ears to

scents in the air to a feast for your eyes. Enjoy a complimentary beverage while you stroll all 20,000 square feet

of our showroom, warehouse and outdoor garden. We import interesting pieces from around the world that are

truly extraordinary with ranging styles from rustic and refined to boho chic to architectural salvage and include 

textiles and home decor accessories. It’s not just a store, it’s an experience!

2835 22nd Ave N
St. Petersburg

727-328-3606
TreehouseGallery.com 

Monday-Saturday 10AM–5PM 
Sunday 12–5PM

COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT

VISIT OUR 20,000 SQ FT SHOWROOM

RUSTIC  |  VINTAGE  |  CUSTOM FURNITURE  |  LOCAL ART

OUTDOOR GARDEN & POTTERY  |  HOME ACCESSORIES  |  GIFTS

Celebrating 
19 YEARS!
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We love helping 
nice people find 

nice homes in our 
neighborhoods.

Our family real estate team  
is committed to providing 

outstanding service, market 
knowledge, negotiation skills 
and discretion to our clients.  

Contact us today to find out  
how we can help you sell  
your home or find you the  

perfect new one.

The SIMMS Team
238 Beach Drive NE | St. Petersburg, FL 33701

www.SimmsTeam.com | 727.898.2582

2821 13th Street N - SOLD!2821 13th Street N - SOLD!
www.WoodlawnBungalow.comwww.WoodlawnBungalow.com

SOLD

jump from a plane. He died an untimely death during World War I. Aviation 
historian R.E.G. Davies wrote of him, “If Jannus had lived beyond the age of 27, 
Charles Lindberg would have had a serious rival.”

But, what about that other person in the plane... the first passenger? Christened 
Abram Cump Pheil, Abe was one of those American Dream figures who began with 
very little and built it into a small fortune. He was also among our city’s most 
progressive mayors. His granddaughter, Betsy Pheil, recounts some of Abe’s history: 
“He came to Florida, first to Floral City to help engineer a steamboat loaded with 
lumber along the many 
rivers in that area. The 
name of the boat was 
the Reindeer. After the 
lumber became scarce, 
he moved to St. 
Petersburg to take on 
various jobs and 
projects.” 

As the St. Petersburg 
Times noted at the 
time of the 1912 
mayoral election, in 
an article likely 
written by editor 
William Straub, A.C. 
Pheil came to St. 
Petersburg “equipped 
with strong hands, 
enterprising head, 
plenty of grit, and one 
dollar in cash.” 

His first job was at 
a sawmill that paid 
him a dollar a day. He 
saved his money, 
invested in real estate, and later bought the sawmill known as the St. Petersburg 
Novelty Works. Betsy notes it became the largest hardware store and sawmill 
in the southeast. The Times article went on to note, “Scores of families, white 
and colored, of small or no means at all, have secured homes through his aid 
and trust…”

Abe donated the sawdust from the mill to cover Central Avenue to keep the 
dust down before it was paved. He also invested in a barge that was used to dredge 
Bayboro Harbor – now the site of the University of South Florida – and in hard 
rock phosphate in Dunnellon. His property investments eventually enabled him 
to earn the record for paying the most property taxes in Pinellas County. And as 
if this were not enough, he helped organize the city’s first brass band. Abe was the 
tuba player. 

Betsy continues, “My aunt told me Grandfather believed that buying property 
was the single best investment because once it is gone, the values increase. Because 

of that, he built the 
Pheil Hotel and 
Theater which, as 
old-timers know, had a 
layout that was 
backwards compared 
to other theaters. The 
reasoning was in case 
of a fire, the most 
likely place for it to 
occur was in the 
projection booth. 
Therefore, if a fire 
started in his theater, 

the patrons would be exiting away from the fire and danger.”
Abe was elected to the City Council in 1904 and reelected in 1906. During his 

second term, he led the effort to widen and straighten Central Avenue between 
Sixth and Ninth Streets. In 1912, he was elected mayor. He was a strong supporter 
of the Downtown Waterfront Parks, and the plans for the Parks were completed 

HISTORY: ABE PHEIL Continued from page 1

Above: William Straub cartoons of Mayor Pheil (left) wrestling with natural gas big money private interests, entitled “Will He Get 
Him Down” from 1912; and (right) jousting with the Independent newspaper, backers of contracting with private natural gas 
interests, entitled “A Battle of the Pens” from 1914. Top: Betsy Pheil, granddaughter of Mayor Abe Pheil. 
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under his administration. He also called for the organization of a YMCA in the city, 
expansion of the city hospital, and “a clean and effective police administration.” 

 Betsy notes, “While he was mayor in 1912, he was told by his wife and other 
women that they were tired of cooking over a fireplace and they wanted another 
source to make meals. He managed to convince the City Council that a gas plant 
was needed, and because of that, the city had another utility.”

Convincing the City Council about the need for a gas plant was no easy 
matter, and the fight to bring natural gas to the city at a reasonable price was 
in many ways the hallmark of his administration. The major difference between 

Abe and the Council was that 
the Council wanted to contract 
with a privately owned gas 
company, whereas Abe was of the 
opinion that gas could be 
provided more cheaply if 
provided by the city itself. 

In 1913, the Council voted to 
contract with a private provider, 
a measure that the mayor 
promptly vetoed, only to have 
the Council override his veto by 
unanimous vote. In his veto 
message, Abe stated, “For the 
interest I have in the city I love, 
and for the best interests of the 
people whom I represent, I feel...
that it is...my duty, to return to 
you this ordinance...with my 
veto...” He went on to state his 
reasons, including his strong 
belief in municipal ownership of 
all public utilities and the need 
for a vote by the public on such 
an important matter. 

After considerable legal 
maneuvering, and after 
replacement of the City Council 
with a new commission form of 
government on July 1, 1913 – in 
which those members of the 
previous council who chose to run 
for the new commission were 
defeated – the referendum Abe 
advocated for was finally held on 
December 3, 1913. Voters 
approved municipal ownership of 
the natural gas system 256-32. 
When informed of the results, Abe 
Pheil declared, “Fine, that’s good. 
I regard the election as another 
victory for St. Petersburg.”

So here we have him, a month 
after being vindicated on the question of public ownership of the city’s natural 
gas system, attending the launch of the World’s First Airline on New Year’s Day 
1914, on the approach to what is now the New Pier. He must have been feeling 
pretty good. But, the honor of being the first passenger was not given to him 
because of his admirable service to the city as councilperson and mayor. That 
honor went to whoever won an auction benefiting new harbor lights for the Yacht 
Basin. And so he bid and paid $400 to win the lottery – $10,000 adjusted for 
inflation today. 

We don’t know that Abe set out that day to do that. He was no longer mayor, 
so he had no ceremonial role to play. Abe may have just been a curious spectator 
like the other 3,000 people who turned out for the event. History has recorded 
few words from him at the time about the ride in the first airliner. According to 
the Tampa Times, a reporter asked him about the ride upon his arrival in Tampa. 
“‘How did you like the trip,’ he was asked. ‘Fine,” said he, with enthusiasm. ‘It 
was just dandy.’” 

Perhaps Abe underestimated the popularity of the occasion when he went down 
to the waterfront New Year’s Day. There is also a family story that upon returning 
home, he did not tell Mrs. Pheil that he flew to Tampa with Tony Jannus, not 
wanting to upset her. Â

Will Michaels is the author of The Making of St. Petersburg and the Hidden History of St. 
Petersburg. He may be reached at wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com or 727-420-9195.

Call for Personalized Tour
Alegria Montessori School welcomes students without regard to race, color, re ligion, national or ethnic origin, or economic or social class.

385-2634385-2634
3200 58th Ave S

Maximo Presbyterian Church
alegriamontessori.com

• Openings for 2-6 year olds
• Weekly age-appropriate 

themes such as: Art Around the World, Literature, Dinosaurs, 
and much more!

• All 3-6 weeks include a Spanish “mini” camp to learn 
vocabulary through songs, books, and projects!

• Registration gives you a complete supply kit and access to 
private Google Classroom

• Everything is included in ‘weekly kits’ to make activities  
along with teachers in the videos

• Some books are even included to follow along with the teacher!

Top: Mayor Abe Pheil as a young man. Above: 
Bronze busts of Mayor Abe Pheil (L) and Tony 
Jannus (R) to be seated in the replica of the Benoist 
Airboat, part of the World’s First Airline Monument 
being erected on the approach to the New Pier. 
Sculpted by St. Petersburg artist Mark Aeling.

It’s not just a house, it’s a homeIt’s not just a house, it’s a home

727.409.3873
www.hefeldman.com

Providing quality home building and remodeling services 
in the Tampa Bay area, since 1974.

FELDMAN
& SON

B U I L D E R S  A N D  R E M O D E L E R S
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St.  Pete’s  most reliable!
©

Dog Walk ing & 
Petsit t ing

Hou se Check+

Learn more online, or call us any time.

We offer many services that relieve your 
stress and take care of things when you’re 
out. Whether it’s daily workday walks for 
Fido or keeping an eye on the homestead in 
your absence. 

aWalk AroundTheBlock.com 727-483-4554

Contact Susan at 
727.259.3149 or 

northeastjournal@gmail.com

ADVERTISE
in the

NORTHEAST JOURNAL

Sunken Gardens Grotto
Alive with time

Transporting through nature
Where green is life and

Life is luxury;
Loving is literal

Mindfulness in mysterious thoughts to
Synchronous relevance

Spiritually aware of the universe,
A retreat from the mundane

An alcove of tranquility in the
Recess of doubled down dimensions
Hollowed out of nature and artifice

Molded in the intersection – 
Past – Present – Future 

Ornamental and devotional
Shrine to Saint Petersburg

Where every pilgrim is Bernadette
Attesting to the Divine

Water Tower Aquarium
Swimming in paint

Looping
Around and around

In an unending sphere
Carousel clear

Playing a silent disc
Overlooking Crescent Lake
Here a ring of tropical color

Fins chasing one another
Circling higher than birds flying – 

Stagnant fizz bubbles
Frozen in brine

Foundering equidistant
From freedom and the sublime

Fading in time – 
A clique of seasoned sea emoji

Held aloft
By sturdy metal feet – 

An offering
Without tartar sauce

ONE Inspires
–– JeAnnie cArlson ––



Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. Property information herein is derived from various sources including,
but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate.

ST. PETERSBURG | 727.898.6800
120 2nd Avenue NE, Suite 102A

St. Petersburg, Florida 33701

HYDE PARK VILLAGE | 813.217.5288
744 South Village Circle
Tampa, Florida 33606

CLEARWATER | 727.585.9600
907 South Fort Harrison Avenue #101

Clearwater, Florida 33756

ListWithUsToday.com  |  877.539.9865
Visit or call us for a private consultation

There has never been a better time to sell your property

THE 
MOMENT 
IS NOW

With the number of listings under 

contract up significantly and 

property showings surging over this 

time last year, buyer demand will be 

unparalleled in the coming months. 

The time is right to list your home.
505 Cloverleaf Drive
$1,950,000
Nicole Postman
312.709.0079

LITHIA

243 Estado Way NE 
$1,100,000
Caryn Rightmyer & Judy Holland 
727.409.9696

ST. PETERSBURG

10492 Pine Island Drive 
$1,695,000
Diane Swainston 
727.688.8875

WEEKI WACHEE

175 2nd Street South #807
$480,000
Caryn Rightmyer & Judy Holland 
727.409.9696

DOWNTOWN ST. PETERSBURG

1325 Snell Isle NE Boulevard #712
$910,000
Caryn Rightmyer & Judy Holland 
727.409.9696

SNELL ISLE

1325 Snell Isle Boulevard NE #505
$725,000
Caryn Rightmyer & Judy Holland 
727.409.9696

ST. PETERSBURG

3409 West McKay Avenue 
$1,689,000
Jeramiah Bustin & Shane Vanderson 
813.773.6790

SOUTH TAMPA

132 Mirror Lake Drive North #405
$400,000
Jennifer Putrino & Lindi Bock 
727.776.7321

DOWNTOWN ST. PETERSBURG

3401 Prescott Street North 
$299,500
Abdul Azizi 
727.501.3221

ST. PETERSBURG

3009 Oakmont Drive 
$1,649,000
Jackie Diaz & Karen Hegemeier 
727.424.2317

CLEARWATER

1136 Tortuga Circle NE
$1,685,000
Caryn Rightmyer & Judy Holland 
727.409.9696

ST. PETERSBURG

3435 Bayshore Boulevard #1400N
$1,495,000
Robyn Gunn 
727.421.7234

BAYSHORE REGENCY

620 Apalachee Drive NE 
$1,375,000
Lisa Farmer 
727.200.2176

ST. PETERSBURG
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–– JeAnnie cArlson ––

On August 18, 1920, the 19th amendment to the US Constitution passed, 
giving American women the right to vote. Now 100 years later, Linsey 
Grove, president of the League of Women Voters of the St. Petersburg 

Area (LWVSPA), says the best way for women to celebrate this milestone is to 
exercise their own right to vote. She also points to the interesting similarities 
between this year’s election, which is taking place during the global COVID-19 
pandemic, and what was happening during the women’s suffrage movement in 
the early 20th century. 

Ratification of the 19th 
amendment followed two devas-
tating world events: the 1918 flu 
and World War I, both of which 
severely reduced the population 
of young men and created a 
labor shortage in the US. 
Women stepped up, took a more 
visible role in society, and joined 
the workforce, all of which 
helped advance the cause of 
women’s right to vote. Like 
yesterday’s suffragettes, Linsey 
sees women today stepping up 
to confront issues in society. 
“History doesn’t repeat itself, 
but it rhymes,” she said.

The League of Women Voters 
was founded in Chicago six months before the 19th amendment became 
ratified. There are now chapters in every state, as well as the District of Columbia 
and the US Virgin Islands. The St. Petersburg Area chapter was founded in 
1939 and currently has just under 400 members, making it among the top 10 
chapters nationwide. 

From the very beginning, the League of Women Voters has played a unique 
role in the democratic process. While the organization remains strictly nonpar-
tisan – it does not support any particular candidates or political parties – the 
group believes that “voting is a fundamental right and all eligible voters should 
have equal opportunity to exercise that right.” The organization’s mission statement 
– “Empowering voters. Defending democracy.” – underscores its work to register 
voters, provide voters with election information through voter guides, and to 
host candidate forums and debates. 

Locally, the LWVSPA is doing 
its part. In 2018, the chapter 
relaunched an updated Pinellas 
County Voter Guide to help voters 
learn more about candidates and 
issues on the ballot. More recently, 
with voting-in-person complica-
tions due to COVID-19, Linsey 
reports the chapter is heavily 
involved in the Vote By Mail 
campaign to make sure everyone 
has equal access to voting. The last 
day to request a mail ballot is 
October 24th. You can request a 
mail ballot online from the super-
visor of elections website www.
votepinellas.com/VoteByMail.

While the League of Women 
Voters is best known for issues 

related to voting, the organization also tackles other important civic and social 
issues, including campaign-finance reform, education, gun safety, health care, 
immigration, reproductive rights, environmental sustainability, food politics, 
immigration, and social justice. Locally, the St. Pete area chapter is also working 
with several Florida coalitions to expand access to solar power. 

GOODNESS INDEED

LWVSPA Celebrates Centennial of Women’s Right to Vote

Top: A little glamour at the Suffragette Shuffle. L-R: Linda Ramirez, Jody Bikoff, Johnnie Rawlings 
Murdach, Lola Lobato, Beate Martsen, and Ama Appiah. Above: St. Pete League masks. Below: Coffee 
and Conversation with Delta Sigma Theta Sorority. Facing page: A LWVSPA voter registration event.
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In addition, the group is partnering with local women’s 
organizations like NOW, Athena Society, and the 
Business and Professional Women of St. Petersburg and 
Pinellas to get the Equal Rights Amendment passed. 
Linsey reports that the St. Pete City Council passed a 
resolution in support of the ERA in August 2019. She 
hopes “that Florida will be the state to push ratification 
of the ERA over the top to make it the law of the land.”

To raise awareness about issues of social justice, the 
St. Pete area chapter collaborates with Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority St. Petersburg Alumnae on a monthly 
series called Coffee in Common. “We invite white 
women and women of color to listen and learn from each 
other on topics of race and politics,” said Linsey.

Old Northeast resident Ama Appiah and Crescent 
Lake resident Ken Wrede are current LWVSPA board 
members. It’s interesting to note that both of them would 
not necessarily have been welcomed back in the days 
when the local chapter was founded in 1939. Fortunately, 
times have changed. 

Ama is an attorney and was elected to the LWVSPA board of directors in 2019. 
She received her bachelor’s degree from the State University of New York at 
Buffalo and her law degree from Albany Law School. She’s a native of Niagara 
Falls, New York, and moved to St. Pete in 2003. After working as a program 
attorney for both the Sixth Judicial and Florida Statewide Guardian ad Litem 
Programs she opened her own law practice. Ama handles criminal, civil, and 
family-law appeals, as well as immigration and entertainment law. 

Ken has a diverse background in international business, international 
security, consulting, and startup businesses. He has a Master of Science in 

telecommunications from Golden Gate University and 
an Executive Master of Business Administration degree 
from Ecole des Hautes Etudes Commerciales d’Paris 
(HEC Paris) with an emphasis in innovation and entre-
preneurship. He spent 27 years working internationally 
in South Korea, the Netherlands, Spain, and France 
before moving to St. Pete in 2017. He has been a board 
member of the LWVSPA since 2018 and is currently 
serving as the secretary.

To celebrate the 100th anniversary of women’s right 
to vote, LWVSPA hosted the Suffragette Shuffle, at the 
historic St. Pete Shuffleboard Court in February – just 
before the pandemic. Live jazz, food, cocktails, and games 
made the evening a great success. There were many other 
events in the planning stages, said Linsey, but COVID-19 
has disrupted all of the plans. However, membership 
meetings still continue online.

Linsey has been on the board of the LWVSPA since 
2017 and was named president in 2019. She was recently 
re-elected for a second term for 2020-2021. She also 

serves as the project co-lead for the LWVSPA Engage St. Pete initiative with Dr. 
Julie Kessel and co-chairs the Empowering Pinellas Youth Collaborative as a part 
of her activity on the LWVSPA Social Justice Action Team. She’s a visiting 
instructor and program coordinator for the Health Sciences program at the 
University of South Florida St. Petersburg. Looking to the future, Linsey said she 
is optimistic. She envisions “the next 100 years as a time when democracy is 
working for everyone.”

For more information, visit www.facebook.com/LWVSPA or www.lwv.org/
local-leagues/lwv-st-petersburg-area. Â

ST. PETE HOSPITALITY GROUP

SOCIALLY DISTANCING INDOOR & OUTDOOR DINING • CURBSIDE PICK UP • DELIVERY SERVICE • ONLINE ORDERING
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–– dr. BrAndy stArK, Ph.d. ––

I once met the esteemed author, Jack 
Kerouac, at Haslam’s Bookstore. It 
was an exciting experience for me, 

especially since he had been dead for 
several decades. This meeting took 
place during a ghost hunt performed by 
the SPIRITS of St. Petersburg. I was 
there as a paranormal investigator and 
he was a mysterious mist that manifested 
on film. This was my first photographic 
evidence of the spirit world, setting the 
stage for what has now become a 
23-year career as a paranormalist.

After reading about my interest in 
the paranormal, many people might 
shake their head in wonder. But 
SPIRITS of St. Petersburg – a group I 
co-founded in 1997 – has investigated 
well over 200 cases of supernatural 
activity in the Tampa Bay area. Not 
all of them turned up evidence, but 
many have.

SPIRITS is an acronym for “Serving 
Paranormal Investigation Reporting Infor-
mation Through Study.” While there are a few 
people on our paranormal investigation team 
who are ‘sensitives’ – which means they have the 
ability to perceive psychic phenomenon – all of 
our investigations are evidence-based. I rely on 
the latest scientific equipment to study and 
measure potential supernatural activity. We also 
conduct history research of the property to help 
us in our investigations.

Since childhood, I have been fascinated with 
the supernatural and enjoyed books on ghosts, 
ESP, and paranormal events. That interest 
continued throughout my life and as an under-
graduate at the University of South Florida, my first research paper was on the 
changing role of ghosts in ancient religions and cultures. I went on to complete 
a double degree in History and Classics, followed by three graduate degrees and 
a doctorate. For many years I was a professor of Humanities and Religious Studies 
at several local state colleges. Currently, I am an instructor in the Eckerd College 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, where I will be teaching two online classes this 
fall: Supernatural History and Ghost Hunting 101. 

To prepare for my journey investigating the paranormal, I pursued additional 
study and training, including being mentored by seasoned ghost hunters. It was 
through them that I learned about electromagnetic fields (EMF) and how these 
changed when ghosts were present. I bought my first electromagnetic low frequency 
(ELF) meter and started to do a few small paranormal investigations. I stayed 

local, delving into Tampa Bay urban 
legends such as the haunted elevator 
in a building at the University of South 
Florida St. Petersburg campus, the 
Vanishing Hitchhiker of the Sunshine 
Skyway Bridge and the haunting of the 
historic Williams house. 

A few years later, after a talk I gave 
at a Gulfport Art Gallery, a couple came 
up to talk with me. They were retired 
engineers and had started a home 
inspection business. Many of the tools 
they used in their business were the same 
that were used for ghost hunting at the 
time. They also had a keen interest in 
non-worldly things. We combined their 
equipment with my knowledge and thus 
the SPIRITS of St. Petersburg was born. 
I never thought our team would last 
another two decades, or that interest in 
our investigations would grow.

As you can imagine, over the years 
I’ve had many unusual experiences. I 

have been scratched by an unseen hand, seen a 
Bible float off of a bookcase, watched lights turn 
on and off by themselves, experienced 
unexplained complete equipment failure in a 
single instant, and walked through mysterious 
columns of cold air in closed buildings. 

I like to believe that I have posthumously met 
the mysterious ghost at the Vinoy when I stayed 
overnight in their haunted room, heard the voice 
of St. Petersburg founder John Williams during a 
television interview at the Williams House, and 
perhaps even run into a few of the former workers 
at the Don Vista building in St. Pete Beach. I even 
smelled the cologne of Fink Foster at the Tampa 
Theater – after he put his hand on my shoulder. 

Our group also hosted an episode produced by the City of St. Petersburg 
television channel on hauntings at Haslam’s Bookstore, where I had my Jack 
Kerouac experience. We were not the first group to ‘meet’ Mr. Kerouac at the 
store – employees had a long history of encounters with him. I learned years later 
that the area where the mist was captured was where one employee had an 
encounter. He was replacing books on the same shelves where the mist manifested. 
It was after-hours and the store was locked. The clerk heard someone say behind 
him, “How are you doing?” Surprised, he turned around and discovered that he 
was quite alone!

I have worked to maintain three core values for the SPIRITS of St. Petersburg 
team: integrity, respect, and compassion when dealing with the living and the 
spirit world. The group provides a free service to the community. We are here to 

Local Ghost Hunters: SPIRITS of St. Petersburg

Repair | Installation | Maintenance 
Residential & Commercial 

Tried the Rest? 
Call the Best. 

(727)345-0317 

Stay Cool & Comfortable All Year Long! 
www.kronwest.com 

6981 Sunset Drive So, South Pasadena, 33707 | CAC18145 & CAC042743 

Previous Awards: 
2007-2009, 2012-2017 

Above: Brandy Stark with ghost tour poster. Below: Haslam’s Bookstore with ghostly image in 
upper left of the photo.
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help and serve as a mediator between the two worlds. Our goal is to create an 
understanding and reduce fear. 

A typical case involves someone contacting us through our website or Facebook 
page. As the primary contact, I follow up with questions and a form for the home 
or business owner to fill out. We have an off-site researcher who looks into the 
history of the property, which I also collect. Volunteer investigators are contacted. 
Initially, they receive only the nearest major crossroad in order to gauge driving 
distance. Two hours before the investigation, the address is sent out. The other 
investigators arrive with no other information. 

During the investigation, I sit with the home owner. The investigators walk 
through the house, measuring for EMF, temperature, and any unusual sensations. 
They return to talk about the areas where they sensed or found something unusual. 
We triage the areas of highest activity and follow up with photographs, video 
recordings, EVP (electronic voice sessions), and actively try to contact the spirit. 

At the end of the night, I reveal the information that the home owner gave 
me and the research on the house. Then the group discusses the event with the 
home owner. Finally, the various investigators do a secondary review of the 
recordings and photographs. We create a summary of the case and present the 
evidence – or note the lack thereof – by posting the information, with owner 
approval, to the SPIRITS of St. Petersburg website. 

If you’re interested in learning more, SPIRITS of St. Petersburg is meeting 
monthly on Zoom. We also will be participating in the World’s Largest Ghost 
Hunt on September 26 –the official National Day of Ghost Hunting. We’re 
meeting at Mirror Lake Park at 7pm to explore this historic area where, according 
to urban legend, a ghostly woman appears. A second event, closed to all except 
for a small group of SPIRITS members, is slated for later that evening at a private 
location in downtown St. Pete. Both sessions will be presented live-stream, tune 
into our SPIRITS of St. Petersburg Facebook to watch.

We invite you to browse at our Little Free Library of Supernatural Stuff, which 
offers a variety of supernatural literature. The little library can be found outside 
the entrance to the ArtLofts studios on 5th Street North, around the corner from 
the Florida CraftArt Gallery. In addition to my interest in the paranormal, I am 
an artist with a studio at ArtLofts. The artists at ArtLofts joined me in transforming 
a retired Tampa Bay Times newsstand into a terrific miniature mural of spectral 
images, perfect for our books on the paranormal.

For more information on SPIRITS of St. Petersburg, go to www.spiritsofstpete.
com. I host a Paranormal Pets podcast on petliferadio.com and am always looking 
for guests and personal stories to add to the show. Â
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If you live in the Historic Old 
Northeast, you probably have several 
reasons for having made that decision. 

We hope one of them is our reputation for 
neighborliness and the contributions you 
are making to share that experience. 
Another reason is likely to be our 
wonderful diversity of architecture, 
offering something for almost every taste. 
We find ways to celebrate this – through 
HONNA’s annual Candlelight Tour of 
Homes and the STAR designations that 
can be found on this page of the Journal. 
And we are proud when others at the state 
or national levels recognize “St. Pete’s 
jewel on Tampa Bay.” 

This happened recently thanks to 
Home & Garden Television, and it is not 
the first time they have featured a home in 
the ONE. Read below about the latest 
well-deserved honor – and our thanks to 
all neighbors who shower neglected 
properties with lots of TLC. 

L-R: Suzanne Palmer of Daystar with John 
and Anna Broshears and Doug O’Dowd 
representing HONNA

honnA Food drive 

Residents generously answered 
HONNA’s call to contribute to 
its July 4th canned food drive to 

benefit Daystar Life Center. The event 
– over ten days in early July – resulted 
in three pallets stacked high with over 

Kudos to the Klines and the homeowners 
who have pledged to care for and 

nurture these trees, not 
only for themselves but 
also for the benefit of 
their neighbors and future 
HONNA residents.

city reJects douBle 
PArKing lot  

At its most recent 
mid-August meeting, the 
City’s Development 
Review Commission 
(DRC) rejected a devel-
oper’s request to 

create  ‘special exception’ parking on 
two lots [upper right dotted box] at 309 
15th Avenue N, adjacent to 4th Street 
businesses. HONNA had earlier 
approved the subdivision of the lots, as 
the then-developer had agreed that one 
lot would remain residential, and it was 
felt that some additional parking would 
benefit the neighborhood. This previous 
plan was approved by the DRC. 

1,000 cans of food. The St. Pete agency 
thanked Old Northeast neighbors for 
its response to “the most 
basic needs” of the 
Midtown community 
during the pandemic. 

shAde tree ProgrAm 
“Thank you so much 

for the beautiful tree! I 
can’t tell you how excited 
I am to have it!” This was 
the enthusiastic response 
of one of the ten 
homeowners who partici-
pated in HONNA’s 2020 
Shade Tree Program and received a tree 
at no cost in exchange for agreeing to 
care for it. To date, almost 50 trees have 
been added to HONNA’s tree canopy 
since the program’s inception in 2016.

To request a tree for the June 2021 
planting season, please email Carol 
Kline at carolkline1948@gmail.
com. She and Burt have chaired the 
Shade Tree Program since it began. 

The most recent proposal angered 
residents and HONNA alike. An 

additional parking lot would encroach 
even further into the residential area, 
creating more traffic, posing environ-
mental problems, and likely negatively 
affecting property values. 

City staff did not support the proposal, 
and more than a dozen residents in 
addition to HONNA emailed the City 
to object to the proposed project. All but 
one commissioner voted to reject the 

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF COMMUNITY •  •  • 1911-2011

ST. PETE’S JEWEL ON TAMPA BAY
Rick Carson, editor       rickcarson1@gmail.com
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timeless chArm

The nationwide voting results are in, 
and Home & Garden Television recently 
announced the winner of the “Homes 
with a History” category of their presti-
gious “Ultimate House Hunt 2020” 
contest. According to HGTV, “These 
homes have a story to tell. They capture 
the timeless charm of classic architec-
tural and design styles.” Voting was done 
online on a national basis and showcased 
11 finalists as selected by HGTV editors 
from hundreds of nominated homes. 

And the winner is... 756 Bay Street 
NE, located right here in our own 
beautiful Old Northeast neighborhood! 
It had very tough competition that 
included a Savannah mansion built in 
1858; an 1878 Cincinnati Victorian; an 
Alexandria, Virginia Colonial; a 
Houston southern mansion; and a 1936 
Montecito, California Tudor. 

756 Bay Street NE is a meticulously 
and completely restored Craftsman 
Foursquare built in 1910. This winner 
is a perfect example of early 20th century 
living with its three porches, four 
fireplaces, a detached carriage house 
(with second floor living), all the 
original moldings reproduced to exact 
precision, heart-pine flooring, high 
ceilings with coffered beams, and 
double-hung windows. The home is a 
quintessential example of the 
Craftsman-style architectural design 
popular from the 1890s through the 
1930s. An intentional movement away 
from the excessive ornamentation of 

Victorian-style architecture – so popular 
from the mid-to-late 1800s – and the 
mass-produced goods of the Industrial 
Revolution, the Craftsman is simple in 
its form, stresses craftsmanship, incor-
porates a sturdy structural appearance 
with clean lines, and uses natural 
materials. You will find all of these 
characteristics in the Bay Street home, 
built during the height of the Craftsman 
movement, which perfectly incorpo-
rates the simple Craftsman form while 
adding a high degree of elegance.

We are fortunate to be able to find 
many examples of Craftsman homes 
right here in St. Petersburg in many of 
our historic neighborhoods, such as 
Historic Kenwood, Historic Roser 
Park, Crescent Heights, Crescent Lake, 
and Euclid St. Paul’s. 

The highly anticipated Museum of 
the American Arts and Crafts 
Movement set to open in the coming 

months in our downtown will feature 
an extensive selection of furniture, 
lighting, textiles, pictures, and other 
items from this important period.

By the early 2000s, the Bay Street 
home had fallen into disrepair, prompting 
a magnificent and complete restoration 
over a period of four years beginning in 
2004 by award-winning preservationist 
Maureen Stafford, our very own ONE 
neighbor. Since undergoing restoration, 
this property has earned Historic Preser-
vation and Home of the Year for 
Beautification awards from the City, and 
has been featured twice in the Old 
Northeast Candlelight Tour of 
Homes. This winning home will receive 
editorial exposure on HGTV.com as well 
as the prestige of being selected as an 
HGTV fan favorite. This amazing 
property sold in June of this year to its 
next proud owner and caretaker. Â
 ~ Sharon Kantner
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proposal, the main concern being 
excessive encroachment into the 
neighborhood.   

Thanks to all the residents who 
wrote emails or spoke via Zoom 
opposing the project and especially to 
resident Lynn Kinney for reaching out 
to neighbors about the proposal. 

This decision makes it clear that 
united opposition to developer 
proposals can and does make a 
difference.

rememBering cAthy WeisBerg 
It is with great sadness that we share 

the news of the passing of Cathy 
Weisberg, a longtime resident of the 
Historic Old Northeast and a dedicated 
volunteer with HONNA. 

You may know her as chair of 
Candlelight Tour of Homes fundraiser 
as she took on this responsibility 
multiple times with great success. This 
was an enormous task, but Cathy did 
it with humor and grace. 

She was a spunky woman whose 
personality was much larger than her 
stature, and it was always great to sit and 
have a glass of wine with her. She was so 
genuine and kind – it is hard to imagine 
a better neighbor. Her smile and hugs 
will be missed. We offer our condolences 
to her husband, Jay, and may God 
comfort him and his family. Â

HONNA’s Shining Stars:
 “Before” and “After”

In an effort to honor 
Old NE homeowners 
for preserving or 

updating their home or 
property, and investing 

the extra dollar to keep the character 
and history of their homes intact, 
HONNA has been recognizing them 
with the Neighborhood Star Award. 
Every month, yard signs will be placed 
on properties to indicate an award. Here 
are the STARs for August and 
September: 122 15th Avenue N, Royal 
and Mary Gardner; 316 13th Avenue 
N, David Wallace and Bryan Yorke.

Watch for new STARS in the neigh-
borhood monthly, and you’ll be able to 
find them posted on www.honna.org in 
addition to HONNA’s Facebook page. 
We invite you to be a part of this effort 
so please feel free to nominate a neighbor 
or a refurbished property in The ONE 
you admire. Have a home to honor? 
Send the information to Charleen 
McGrath at treasurer@honna.org. Â

SEPTEMBER: 316 13th Avenue N “After” 
David Wallace and Bryan Yorke

AUGUST: 122 15th Avenue N “After” 
Royal and Mary Gardner

SEPTEMBER: 316 13th Avenue N “Before” 
David Wallace and Bryan Yorke

AUGUST: 122 15th Avenue N “Before” 
Royal and Mary Gardner
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honnA FlAgs 
HONNA offers a variety of flags 

that you can purchase to display your 
love for The ONE. The four choices 
come in several color combinations: 
hunter green, burgundy, patriotic and 
diversity. You can find them at www.
honna.org/shop. Â
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–– JAnAn tAlAFer ––

I remember watching Alfred 
Hitchcock’s, The Birds, at a 
drive-in movie theater near the 

racetrack in a far-east suburb of 
Cleveland, Ohio. I was in the 
backseat of my grandparents 
two-door Chevy and terrified out of 
my mind. It was 1963 and I was 10. 
Horror movies always gave me nightmares. They still do.

Nowadays, there are very few drive-in movie theaters. Most are 
long gone, a relic from the past. So I thought it was very cool to 
learn that St. Pete-based tech firm PixelStix has collaborated with 
the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance to create a Drive-In Theater 
experience for St. Pete’s colorful urban street murals.

We’ve all driven through downtown and up 4th Street North, 
seeing the murals jump out from storefronts on our way to the store, 
school, or work. It’s amazing that what was once considered graffiti 
is now an outstanding art form, and even more exciting to realize 
that St. Petersburg is at the forefront of the international mural scene.

According to the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance, there are now at 
least 600 murals in town – 100 of which have been commissioned 
as part of the Shine Mural Festival. Ten new murals will be added 
later this year during the sixth annual Shine Mural Festival, to be 
held November 7-14. For the first time, much of the festival will be 
virtual because of social distancing requirements due to COVID-19 
– except of course, for the actual painting of the murals.

This year’s festival will also be unique in that it will be completely 
focused on the environment, in particular the marine environment. 
Each of the new murals will highlight a critical issue challenging 
the planet, from climate change, sea level rise, and clean air and 
clean water, to harmful algae blooms such as red tide, the idea of 
sustainable fisheries, and the devastating impact microplastic 
pollution has on the oceans.

Jenee Priebe, who has been director of the St. Petersburg Arts 
Alliance Shine Mural Festival since 2018, told me the Shine team 
has been working with the local marine scientists at NOAA, Florida 
Fish and Wildlife, the USF College of Marine Science, and others 
to determine the top 10 most pressing issues.

The focus on marine conservation is not a surprise given St. 
Petersburg’s location as a coastal community and the potential 
impact that climate change and sea-level rise can have on all of us. 
It also reflects St. Pete’s stature within the marine-science 
community. St. Petersburg’s Bayboro Harbor District is home to the 
largest marine science education and research concentration in the 
Southeast US. In addition to the USF College of Marine Science, 
NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service is headquartered here. 
So is the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 
United States Geological Survey, Florida Institute of Oceanography, 
and the Tampa Bay Estuary Program, among others.

To bring the marine environmental message to the Tampa Bay 
community, the Shine Mural Festival is collaborating with 
PangeaSeed Foundation. An international nonprofit organization, 
PangeaSeed is committed to ocean conservation through projects 
that combine education, science, and art, especially large-scale 
public street murals. There are now more than 400 murals in 17 
countries that are part of PangeaSeed Foundation’s Sea Walls: 
Artists for Oceans program. According to the organization’s website, 
“A drop of paint can create an ocean of change.”

This is the second time the Shine Mural Festival has partnered 

A Drive-In Mural Theater? Only In St. Pete
SPOTLIGHT ON THE ARTS
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with the PangeaSeed Foundation’s 
Sea Walls program to bring 
attention to ocean conservation. 
Last year, there were three ‘ocean 
resiliency’ murals commissioned 
for the festival. One can be found 
right here in our Northeast St. 
Pete neighborhood – Cecilia 
Lueza’s colorful mural that covers 
the North Shore Park pier 
stretching out into Tampa Bay. 
The other two are south of Central 
Avenue: 8th Funky Fish Town by 
Blaine Fontana and Jeremy 
Nichols at 756 28th Street South, 
and Bait & Switch by the Vitale 
Bros at 301 20th Street South.

“It all started last year when 
NOAA approached us about 
collaborating with them to get 
the message out,” says Priebe. 
“Now we’re excited to expand on 
it for this year’s festival and to 
bring awareness of how these 

issues are happening here locally, not just around the world.” 
In previous years, the festival invited murals artists from around the world to 

apply for a chance to add to St. Petersburg’s growing collection of urban street 
arts. This year, all of the artists will be based in Florida, with an emphasis on 
making sure that mural artists in Tampa Bay are well represented. 

Exactly how this year’s mural festival will go virtual is still in the planning 
stages, says Priebe. A series of educational sessions are planned to create more 
awareness about the issues presented in each of the murals.

But in the meantime, I decided to go with a friend to see what the Drive-In 
Mural Theater was all about. We downloaded a free PixelStix app to a smart 
phone, followed a map to each of the mural locations, parked the car, and listened 
to a three-to-five minute discussion of the artwork and the artist who created it. 
It was both fun and informative, similar to a docent experience at the Dali Museum. 

In 2018, the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance partnered with PixelStix to place 
the company’s technology on all of the Shine murals, creating a ‘virtual’ digital 
audio tour and turning the murals into what John Collins (executive director of 

the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance) describes as an “interactive urban art gallery –  
a museum-quality experience without walls or admission cost.”

This summer, PixelStix added a new feature, a map curated just for the Drive-In 
Mural Theater. There are nine murals total included in the Drive-In experience, 
with most murals paired together, making it possible to park and enjoy two at 
once before you have to move the car to the next grouping. Currently, the Shine 
Drive-In Mural Theater covers a two-mile vicinity from 9th Street North to 29th 
Street North, and from 3rd Avenue North to 3rd Avenue South.

If you’re craving a dose of arts and culture, but are still concerned about social 
distancing, it’s the perfect way to spend an afternoon. 

For more information on the Shine Mural Festival and how to access the 
Drive-In Mural Theater, go to www.stpeteartsalliance.org/shine-mural-festival. Â

Facing page: 1) Shine Mural Festival 2020 logo. 
2) Downtown resident Suzy Hyclak enjoys the 
Drive-In Mural Theater experience in front of 
the“Return to the Sea” mural by Nomad Clan, 
2025 3rd Avenue South. 3-4) “The 8th Funky 
Fish Town” by Blaine Fontana and Jeremy 
Nichols. 5) “Bait & Switch” by the Vitale Bros. 
Above: North Shore Park pier by Cecilia Lueza.

ExploreStPeteLiving.com

Brian Waechter
727.278.5866 

Top 1% in Pinellas County

Featured Snell Isle Listing

727.643.2708
Experienced in Renovation Planning

Sharon Kantner 

Our Global Partners 

Helping people buy and sell homes is what we do and what we love!

Statistical information pulled from StellarMLS.

Over $98 Million in Total Sales To Date

222 MIRAMAR BLVD NE
OFFERED AT $1,550,000

• Downstairs master suite / guest suite / home office
• Upstairs 3 beds / 2 baths / loft space

• 3 car split garage / option for car lifts
• Pool / covered lanai / outdoor kitchen 
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PEOPLE AND PETS
Calling all residents of the Old Northeast, Snell Isle, Venetian Isles, Crescent Lake, Crescent Heights, and Downtown! 

Email your HIGH-RES digital photo to Diana Krause Geegan at dkghomes@gmail.com. Please include your name, address, phone number, and pet’s name. 

Eshjaia Shepherd with Maverick 
Grandville Court NE

Nick Bell with Mayo 
14th Avenue NE

Alex Kuga with Sobe 
14th Avenue NE

Taylor and Blake with Riley and Teddy 
16th Avenue NE

Lois Slavin and Michael Palfreyman  
with Alexis | 14th Avenue NE

Tanya with Kilo 
Highland Street

Larry Meluso with Ella 
Old Northeast
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After graduating from the University of California at Berkeley, Dawna began a 
successful career on Wall Street, which left little time for swimming. Instead, she 
found a way to channel that energy toward a new athletic outlet – running. She 
ran her first 5K and was hooked! When she was 12, her swim coach – who had 
competed in the Hawaii Ironman Triathlon – had inspired her. She envisioned one 
day participating in that event herself. Finally, in 1999, she achieved her goal... but 
not without a stumbling block that would bring her one of her greatest life lessons. 

After a year of hardcore training for the triathlon, and just days before the race, 
Dawna found herself in the emergency room in Kona, Hawaii, with a severe case 
of food poisoning. She spent three days in the hospital recuperating, and her 
doctors said she would not be able to participate in the race. A goal she had set for 
herself so many 
years before was 
about to be unrealized. 
But, Dawna was 
undeterred and 
decided to set her 
sights on getting 
herself well enough 
to fulfill her dream. 
Against all odds, she 
did just that. She 
completed  the 
triathlon, in excruci-
ating pain, not in the 
timeframe she had 
set for herself, and 
most certainly not in 
the way she had 
envisioned all those 
years… but she did it.

Looking back Dawna says, “It was the best thing that ever happened to me, 
because going forward, anything I ever did after that never felt hard or difficult. 
Nothing was ever as painful as mile 20 in that marathon. Not even childbirth.” 
Dawna continues, “The thing I thought was the worst ended up being the best 
thing for my life in general. Honestly, I learned more from that failed race than 
I’ve learned from any race where I’ve done great.”

From trial comes triumph. 
The pandemic has changed how 
we live for now, but there is 
always a proverbial silver lining 
if we choose to look for it. Dawna 
went looking and found it with 
the virtual races she and Michele 
are putting together October. 

“I just think there’s something 
about having a goal, and it 
doesn’t matter if it’s a triathlon 
or walking a 5K of any distance 
– just getting off the couch and 
starting to move and doing 
something for yourself... that’s 
what it’s all about,” says Dawna. 
“I think that’s why I love creating 
these races – seeing all these 
women set these goals and then 
achieve something amazing. It 
excites me to know we had a little 
something to do with helping 
them achieve their goal.” 

The original target was to have women from 20 states participate in the virtual 
race. By late summer, women from 44 states had registered, and now Dawna says 
she is hoping that women in all 50 states will participate. Dawna also adds that 
she expects the Virtual Half Marathon to be an annual opportunity that women 
across the nation can look forward to. 

When Dawna isn’t busy creating women-empowerment events, she spends 
time with her husband, Matt Dieter, and two children, Kaelie and Luke. She 
enjoys everything that beautiful St. Petersburg has to offer, especially the local 
food scene. In 2015, she helped launch the first annual St. Pete Wine & Food 
Festival. Having lived in some of the culinary capitals of the world like NYC, 
Los Angeles, San Diego, and San Francisco, Dawna believes the St. Petersburg 
food scene is something to be reckoned with. 

With all that Dawna has accomplished, it’s hard to imagine there isn’t one 
that stands out the most. But when asked, she says, “I don’t know if I have one. 
Maybe I haven’t had it yet? I feel good about everything I have accomplished, 
but I always want to do more, so I don’t think I’m finished yet...” Â

DAWNA STONE EMPOWERS WOMEN Continued from page 1

Dawna, left, and her sister Michele Stone

Dawna Stone, author, entrepreneur, motivational 
speaker, and health, fitness and wellness expert

INSTILLING A

LIFELONG

LOVE OF

LEARNING

LCC Day School is a partnership of

school, church and families, inspiring

superior academic performance while

instilling leadership, responsibility, and

values in a nurturing environment. 

EDUCATION BASED

IN CHRISTIAN VALUES

AND ETHICS,

PROVIDING A MORAL

FOUNDATION FOR

LIFE

in every student

lccdayschool.com

FKC

Accredited by

LCC DAY SCHOOL

pre-K2 through 8th grade

4400 Chancellor St. NE St. Petersburg, FL 33703 727.522.8331
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The Spanish Flu pandemic of 
1918-1920 was raging throughout Cuba 
the year Luisa was born, causing fearful 
locals to stay home and delay trips to 
larger municipalities, where birth certif-
icates were recorded. So our 
grandmother’s birth wasn’t officially 
recorded until a year after she was born. 

Now, a century later, just as she 
celebrates her 100th birthday, our 
grandmother is living through a second 
pandemic. That she has endured 
two global pandemics in her lifetime 
comes as no surprise to those who know 
her. It’s yet another extraordinary 
aspect of a woman who has lived a truly 
extraordinary life. 

Now retired and living with our 
parents on Snell Isle, Luisa was at one 
time a talented costume designer and 
seamstress. She worked with well-
known theater wardrobe designer 
Lucio Boliver to create lavish, iconic 
outfits worn by international stars such 
as Siegfried & Roy, and performers with 
Las Vegas productions such as the 
Folies-Bergère, Hallelujah Hollywood, 
Merv Griffin Productions, as well as for 
Bahamas Casino-Resorts, cruise ships 
and much more. 

In 2003 on her birthday, Siegfried 
& Roy surprised Luisa by dedicating 
their show that night to her and 
presenting her with a birthday cake 
backstage. It was just two months later 
that Roy Horn suffered an onstage 
accident with his white tiger Mantecore. 

This year, our family and friends 
practiced social distancing and 

gathered outside our home to celebrate her 100th-year milestone 
with a Mariachi band playing favorite romantic songs from her 
native Cuba. Councilman Ed Montanari presented her with a 
proclamation from the city.

Luisa was the fifth of six children born to Jose and Eusebia 
Sardon. They were immigrants from Spain whose families had 

come to Cuba in 1895 and 1899 to 
escape economic hardship and civil 
unrest brought on by years of social, 
political, and religious division. Yet, 
ironically, as they arrived in Cuba, the 
country was in the middle of its War 
of Independence against Spain, and 
then the Spanish-American War, in 
which the US sided with Cuba against 
Spain.

Luisa’s early years in Cuba were 
positive ones. She grew up in a small 
sugar-mill town managed by her father. 
Her mother was the town’s self-taught 
nurse-doctor “Doctora” since the 
nearest MD was over an hour away by 
horse and buggy. The train came 
through only once a day. 

When she was 11, Luisa’s family 
moved to Caibarien, a larger and more 
sophisticated city in Las Villas Province. 
She developed a love of drawing and 
spent a lot of time looking through 
fashion magazines from Havana, New 
York, and Spain. It wasn’t long before 
she began creating her own fashions 
and sewing fancy dresses for her older 
sisters to wear on special occasions. 

Luisa eventually moved to Havana, 
after marrying our grandfather Ramon 
Casimiro Jimenez, a young medical and 
accounting student at the University of 
Havana. The couple had three children: 
two sons, Ray and Joe, and a daughter, 

LUISA’S 100TH BIRTHDAY Cont’d from pg 1

Top: Luisa at her wedding, and at her 100th birthday celebration. Above: City Councilman Ed 
Montanari reads a proclamation. Facing page: Siegfried & Roy with Luisa on her 85th birthday. 
Two of Luisa’s costumes.
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Miriam. When she wasn’t busy with her growing 
family, Luisa continued to pursue her passion for 
fashion and design. 

At the time, Cuba was a glamorous international 
playground for celebrities and movie stars. Beautiful 
gowns filled the window displays of the finest stores in 
Avenida Galiano and San Rafael, the heart of Havana’s 
commercial district. Luisa could draw the latest 
fashions down to the smallest detail and easily duplicate 
them at home on her sewing machine.

Everything came to an abrupt end in January of 
1959, when Fidel Castro overthrew the government 
of Fulgencio Batista. Fearing the oppression of the 
new Communist regime, our grandfather’s 
siblings immediately fled Cuba for Chicago, 
and, five years later, Ramon, Luisa, and their 
children followed. 

The decision to leave Cuba was not an 
easy one. Our grandparents left behind 
family, friends, and everything they had 
worked for, not knowing if they would ever 
see their loved ones again. They also had 
no knowledge of the English language and 
no personal resources, since Castro had 
made it illegal to leave Cuba with any 
money or valuables. In their mid-40s, with 
three small children, they had to start life 
over again in a brand-new place. 

Although being a Cuban political refugee 
in Chicago in the 1960s could be intimi-
dating and overwhelming, our grandmother 
adapted and embraced the challenge. For 
the first time in her life, she found a job 
outside of the home. At APECO Copy Machine Company, she worked 8-to-10 
hours a day, five-to-six days a week at an assembly plant. 

In the few hours she had between work, commute, housework, church, and 
family, our grandmother found time for her first love – sewing new outfits for her 
children on her Singer sewing machine. Of that time in her life, she says one of her 
proudest moments was in 1972, when she became a US citizen. 

In the 1980s, Luisa and Ramon moved to Las Vegas, where their children, now 

adults, had relocated. Unfortunately, during this 
time, our grandfather was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. 
Luisa cared for him until his death in 1993. But it was 
also during this time that Luisa’s talent for fashion 
design and sewing blossomed. She met Lucio Boliver, 
a dynamic, young wardrobe designer. The two quickly 
became lifelong friends and Luisa assisted Boliver in 
creating elaborate costumes for shows in Lake Tahoe, 
Reno, Las Vegas, and on cruise ships. She loved it so 
much that at the age of 90, she was still working 
full-time. In fact, it was only in early 2015 – after 
some health issues – that our grandmother officially 
retired. 

Three years ago, Luisa moved to St. Petersburg to 
live with our family: her youngest son, Joe 
Jimenez (our father), and our mother 
Angelina. These days she spends her time 
enjoying her newest hometown, playing 
cards and dominoes, and enjoying friends at 
the Suncoast PACE center two-to-three 
days per week (pre-COVID). A lifelong 
supporter of St. Jude’s Children Hospital and 
Wounded Warriors, she keeps her mind keen 
with wordbooks, cooking, and watching 
documentaries on history, nature, and travel. 

Luisa is the proud grandmother of four – 
Alex, Angelica, Alessandra and Cristian – as 
well as too-many-to-count nephews, nieces, 
grand-nephews, and grand-nieces. 

As a true Cuban, her favorite sport is 
baseball. Her favorite team is of course, the 
Tampa Bay Rays, and her favorite player is 
Ji-Man Choi.

Our remarkable grandmother has witnessed so much in the last 100 years, from 
the advent of electricity, to the first cars, the first man on the moon to today’s 
internet and cell phones. She’s lived through two World Wars, the Great Depression, 
several hurricanes, an earthquake, and having to flee communism. Her story is one 
of courage, hope, and determination as she has moved through challenges and didn’t 
let life’s painful chapters define her happiness or her success.

Happy Birthday, Abuela – Feliz Cumpleaños! Â
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A Pedestrian’s-Eye View of Old Northeast’s Charm
–– scott BroWn ––

Put on your walking shoes and join me for a tour of the Old 
Northeast. Walking is the best way to see in detail how our 
neighbors have personalized their homes and, in particular, 

their yards. Some outdoor décor makes an obvious statement, 

others require some 
interpretation. But 
one thing is certain 
– no two properties 
are alike. 

Since we went 
into COVID-19 
lockdown in March, 
our exposure to the 
outside world has 
largely consisted of 
early-morning walks. 
We head off just 
before dawn because 
it’s the coolest time 
of day. We learned that before the Florida sun comes blasting up over the bayou, 
the sidewalk along Coffee Pot Boulevard is busy with dog-walkers, strollers, 
joggers, and way too many bikers. So we spend most of our time on 2nd Street 
and Bay Street. If we leave early enough, we can walk in the middle of the street. 
We encounter people, but never so many that there isn’t plenty of time and room 
for a friendly greeting while socially distancing.

When we aren’t solving the world’s or our children’s problems, we enjoy 
inspecting the famously eclectic Old Northeast. The neighborhood is certainly a 
testament to the power of creativity. People not only take pride in their home, 
but they enjoy adding an artistic touch to their landscape.

 As a starting point, let’s consider the lions. If you look closely, you will see 
lions everywhere – festooning wrought iron gates, walkways, and thresholds 
throughout the neighborhood. Nowhere is this more true than Snell Isle where 
Perry Snell had panthers and lions placed on nearly every street corner. I suspect 
the lions are an artifact that predates mid-century modern architecture and are 
meant to denote power and nobility. 

Some homeowners have 
attempted to take the edge off 
these fierce ornamental beasts by 
generating a more welcoming 
vibe. I found one lion statue on 
Bay Street paired with a lamb...
and a wooden duck. There is 
another lion on 18th Avenue NE 
that has a couple of stone rabbits 
positioned nearby as if to say “he 
ain’t all that.” Old Northeast’s 
most famous fierce beast – the 
Coffee Pot Boulevard Rhino—is 
the most welcoming, as his 
costume often changes with the 
season. Presently our favorite 
rhino is in safe summer fun mode. 

It’s also clear that Old North-
east’s eclectic collection of yard 
art can lead one to speculate on 
the personality and interests of 
the homeowner. For example, on 
18th Avenue NE, we spotted a 
home with a wringer-style 

washing machine 
converted to an herb 
garden – perhaps a 
testament to the family’s 
rural, Appalachian 
heritage, or just an 
enjoyment of antiques 
from a earlier, more 
simple era in history. 
The front of another 
home on 1st NE proudly 
shows off a large 
decorative l izard. . . 
the  neighborhood’s 
unofficial mascot?

Any pedestrian tour 
of Old Northeast should also include a tour down a few alleys. Not every alley 
is paved, but many are. And, because of the lower volume of road traffic, you’ll 
find some of the best preserved historic brick pavers here. While most people 
don’t put much effort into adorning this area, some seem to express themselves 
best in this space. 

Any number of theories spring to mind about how the seven deer heads 
wound up over one Old Northeast garage. Clearly, someone in that household 
is a pretty talented hunter. I speculate that there may have been an encounter 
along the lines of, “Sure, you can put that deer head in the den, but if you do, 
you can sleep there, too.”

Before we became daily pedestrians, we never noticed the Little Free 
Libraries that are scattered throughout Old Northeast. These are little outdoor 
cabinets, not much bigger than a mailbox, where someone can “take a book, 
leave a book.” The Little Free Library, a nonprofit organization based in 
Wisconsin, has been around since 2009 and since then has grown to a world-
wide movement. 

Scott J. Petrucci, ChFC®  

727.525.8484  spetrucci@pfginc.com
5999 Central Avenue, Suite 408 • St. Petersburg, FL 33710

Serving the Tampa Bay Area Since 1987

Looking to Create a Financial Plan?
We help simplify

complex financial matters
while managing risk

Scott Petrucci provides:
• Customized fee-based planning with a relationship

• A uniquely handcrafted asset allocation model that captures all of
your assets on a single page, quarterly with a personalized commentary

• A competitive money management fee structure 
• Knowing that a professional is helping you

monitor your financial situation

Registered Representative offering securities through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, member FINRA/SIPC. 
Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity. Advisory Services and Financial Planning offered through Vicus Capital Inc.,
a Federally Registered Investment Advisor. Investments and Services available to residents of FL, GA, SC, NC, NJ, CA, MI, OH, VA, MO, IL, TN.

Rhino on Coffee Pot; Beautiful mosaic tile; Home of Enchanted Memories; and Deer in the alley
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The Historic Old Northeast Neighborhood Association has mapped 15 of 
these tiny libraries throughout the community. Though little free libraries come 
in all shapes and sizes, my favorite is the miniature version of the house on 26th 
Avenue North. Speaking of representations of one’s home, this brings me to the 
best home address sign ever. Someone either had the talent and patience to make 
this, or the money to commission a glass-tile mosaic of their home, complete 
right down to the majestic fountain in the front yard. This 12th Avenue North 
house has a sign that truly says “We love our home.”

No article about yard decoration in Old Northeast would be complete without 
a reference to the Home of Enchanted Memories on 1st Street NE. We know its 
name because it is emblazoned above the front steps. When we stumbled on this 
place on one of our walks we couldn’t figure what we were looking at. Is it 
someone’s home? A gift shop? I Googled the name and discovered that it was 
listed on Airbnb. I’ve seen similar décor in beach homes, but this was the first 
time in a residential neighborhood. The Home of Enchanted Memories is Old 
Northeast’s shrine to individual expression. 

In this short tour, I have barely scratched the surface of the countless different 
unique, funny, and fascinating ways that Old Northeasterners announce their 
love for their home and their neighborhood. Go for a walk and see for yourself. 
The closer you look the more interesting it gets. Â

Greg Cahue
Handyman
Services,

Inc.

Offering “Old School Service!” 
Honey-Do Lists

Odd Household Jobs 
Reasonable Rates
Owner Operated

727-460-8609
gcahue1@tampabay.rr.com

Owner is a University of South Florida Graduate
and an Air Force Veteran

Insured / References Available 

QUALITY
WORK

GUARANTEED
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Jim  
Tomlinson

 24th Avenue North

Kandy 
Magnotti

3rd Avenue South, 
St. Pete  

& Limestone Lane, 
Sarasota

Lynn  
Lotkowictz

4th Avenue South

How long have you lived in St. Pete and where are 
you from originally? 
Born in Washington DC. Came to St. Petersburg 
in 1950 at the age 2.

Best hidden gem(s) in St. Pete? 
The people, in their diversity and life experience. 

Top two places in the world on your bucket list? 
China and Vietnam (I was there in 1967, and want 
to return to see it during better times).

What famous person, current or past, would you 
like to meet and why? 
Jesus. I, and humanity, need all the wisdom for 
peace and acceptance that one can comprehend. 

Favorite sport, recreational activity or hobby? 
Yoga, meditation. 

A great movie you’d recommend? 
Tom Hanks’ A Great Beautiful in the Neighborhood 
about Mr. Rogers.

If you could have a super power what would it be? 
The ability to remove all greed from humanity.

What are you watching/binge watching on Netflix? 
Sometimes the weather report. What is Netflix? 
Don’t binge watch. 

Favorite restaurant in St. Pete?
Chattaways. 

If you were a dog, what breed would you be? 
German Shepard... faithful, with the ability to 
protective or defend. 

Tell us about a situation or a person who has 
inspired you. 
President John F. Kennedy’s “Ask not what your 
country can do for you, but what you can do for 
your country” and his campaign for physical fitness. 

Current book you’ve read and would recommend? 
Eastern Body, Western Mind revised by Anodea Judith

Tell us about an accomplishment, current or past, of 
which you are proud. 
It isn’t possible to share in a few words all the 
positive accomplishments during my life. 
However, my wife and family have enhanced my 
life beyond description. I’m very blessed.

Something people might not know about you? 
How grateful I am to have been born in this 
country, during this era, to live in this community, 
for all the opportunities that I’ve been gifted. 

What do you do for a living – what do you enjoy 
about it? 
I’m a retired St. Petersburg Fire Dept. firefighter/
paramedic. I have been retired 21 years. I enjoyed 
that chapter and enjoy this chapter as well, with 
good health, freedom of greater choice, and 
contributing to the efforts of others. 

How long have you lived in St. Pete and where are 
you from originally?
I’ve lived in St Pete since 2016, and prior to that 
Redington Beach. Originally from New Jersey.

Best hidden gem(s) in St. Pete?
A place I recently discovered that is so inviting 
and beautiful is Historic Round Lake Park and the 
surrounding Historic Uptown neighborhood.

Top two places in the world on your bucket list? 
I’ve done a good bit of traveling, so I’m interested 
in the off-the-beaten-path or up-and-coming places. 
Two places come to mind: Bulgaria and Samoa.

What famous person, current or past, would you 
like to meet and why?
I really admire Robert De Niro. He presents a 
genuine & sincere quality and seems to have no ego. 

Favorite sport, recreational activity or hobby?
Travel, biking, yoga, photography, and spending 
time with family and friends.

A great movie you’d recommend? 
Harriet, the movie about Harriet Tubman. Totally 
inspiring.

If you could have a super power what would it be?
Flying. That would make travel easier.

What are you watching/binge watching on Netflix?
Ozark is great thriller.

Favorite St. Pete restaurant? 
Craft Kafe 

If you were a dog, what breed would you be?
Cavapoo (Cavalier King Charles and poodle)

Tell us about a situation or a person who has 
inspired you. 
My father. He ran a successful restaurant with 40 
employees, and had a great sense of customer 
service and managing people. He also had empathy 
and would offer a bowl of soup to a homeless 
person knowing the person couldn’t pay. Growing 
up, I would listen to his stories every night when 
he came home about how he handled so many 
different business situations and employee issues. 
He was incredibly self-confident and encouraged 
me in anything I wanted to do. I attribute much of 
my career success with those early life lessons that 
applied both to business and dealing with people.

Current book you’ve read and would recommend? 
The Island, Victoria Hislop

Tell us about an accomplishment, current or past, of 
which you are proud.
First, raising a successful and happy son. Second, 
doing international volunteering with Global 
Volunteers in Romania, Greece, and Cuba. 

Something people might not know about you?
I’m very proud of my Greek heritage.

What do you do for a living – what do you enjoy 
about it?
I retired from a position in sales management for 
Florida Trend Magazine four years ago. Currently, I 
love creating videos for the Northeast Journal 
Facebook page. It’s introduced me to cool places in 
St. Pete that I hadn’t explored before. 

How long have you lived in St. Pete, and where are 
you from originally? 
I was raised in the New York/New Jersey area. I 
relocated to Siesta Key 10 years ago, but traveled to 
St. Pete regularly because, to me, it felt like a slice of 
NYC, with the bonus of beautiful palm trees, sun, & 
water! I’ve lived in St. Pete part-time for a year now 
and truly feel I now have the best of both worlds. 

Best hidden gem in St. Pete? 
The Canopy Rooftop lounge at the Birchwood. 
There is nothing more spectacular than rooftop 
views on a balmy winter night in St. Pete, because 
the city has the BEST winter weather!

Top two places in the world on your bucket list? 
Bali and Israel.

What famous person, current or past, would you 
like to meet and why? 
I’ve been fortunate to meet a lot of famous people, 
but the person I’d love to have a conversation with 
is Mary Magdalene. She was the first person Jesus 
revealed Himself to upon resurrection. She was a 
loyal follower and was an integral part of Jesus’ 
mission without being given the credit she is due. I’d 
want to know what a day in the life was like for her.

Favorite sport, recreational activity or hobby? 
Soccer because my daughters excel at the sport and 
are amazing athletes that play on a competitive level.

A great movie you’d recommend? 
Shawshank Redemption. It’s an older one, but a 
classic must-see movie.

If you could have a super power, what would it be?
The ability to teleport.

What are you watching on Netflix?
I just binged on Sweet Magnolias and I’m so excited 
it’s been picked up for a second season.

Favorite St. Pete restaurant?
Red Mesa Cantina

If you were a dog, what breed would you be?
Definitely a Boykin Spaniel!

Tell us about a situation or a person who has 
inspired you.
I am inspired by people who carve out their own way 
in life without subscribing to the cultural brain-
washing of how life is ‘supposed to be.’ People who 
find success through hard work, determination, and 
perseverance, and who give of themselves to mentor 
those less fortunate so they may have an opportunity 
to achieve success. I am so grateful to have a special 
someone in my life who embodies this inspiration.

Current book you’ve read and would recommend?
The Magnolia Story by Chip & Joanna Gaines of 
Fixer Upper fame.

Tell us about an accomplishment, current or past, of 
which you are proud.
I’m proud of the work I did as a grief counselor and 
life-transitions specialist for nearly 10 years. I’m 
also proud of my new career in real estate that now 
brings me more authentic joy and peace than I 
have ever known professionally.

Something people might not know about you?
I co-starred in a movie called X-Roads filmed in 
Shanhai, China, starring Rene Liu and Alan Thicke.

Be a Part of  
MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR!

Email editor@
northeastjournal.com
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Curious Creatures in the Old Northeast
–– delton hoWArd ––

Growing up in the Old Northeast, I liked 
collecting, studying, and releasing the little 
lizards that climb up fences and scurry across 

the historic hexagonal block sidewalks. Searching for 
these critters, called anoles, was a major hobby of 
mine, especially when I rode my bike around the brick 
streets of the neighborhood.

Now, years later, after earning a journalism degree 
from the American University of Paris, I’m back 

home. And those little anoles still fascinate me. I 
continue to collect, study, feed, and house them in 
lush terrariums that I build.

Most anoles are brown. But recently, I made an 
incredible discovery and found a rare green one in my 
backyard for the first time. Despite being native to 
Florida, green anoles are scarcely seen here, because 
brown anoles, which are a larger invasive species, 
have taken over the green anole’s usual habitat.

All anoles have both dewlaps and toepads. A 
dewlap, a flap of skin located under the neck, is what 
an anole uses to communicate. Male anoles use them 
to either attract mates or scare off possible rival male 
anoles. Brown anoles have an orange-red dewlap, 
while green anoles have a magenta-pink dewlap. 
Toepads are what allow anoles to hang off the sides 
of trees and fences. Each toepad contains many tiny 
hairs that stick to the surface of the object the anole 
is climbing.

Anoles are also different from geckos. Although 
both are small reptiles found outside, geckos are 
grey and nocturnal, meaning they are mostly active 
at night. They also lack the anoles’ signature dewlap 
and the brown or green coloring. 

Since brown anoles generally live on the ground 
and tree trunks, scientists have dubbed them tree 
trunk-ground anoles, as they have developed long, 
thickly muscled legs to help them run faster and jump 
farther. Since green anoles usually live in the treetops, 
scientists have dubbed them tree trunk-crown anoles. 
They have shorter, skinnier legs that don’t let them 
run as fast or jump as far, but allow them to tightly 
cling to tiny twigs and branches high in the treetops 
or to the sides of buildings in urban areas.

The behaviors of the two different anole species 
differ as well. The brown ones largely stay still in one 
spot and will suddenly take off running, sometimes 
darting around from place to place in search of prey or 
a mate. The green ones are more cautious, wary, and 
observant. They use stealth, blending in with leaves 
and grass to avoid predators. They slowly and patiently 
stalk their prey, but move like lightning to catch it.

Although anoles do not fight outside of their own 
species, the brown anoles hog the food sources close 

to the ground, causing the smaller green anoles to 
escape to the treetops to get their prey, making them 
a species that is becoming rarer and rarer to find. To 
discover a rare green anole on a fence in my own 
backyard was a rewarding and exciting experience.

Although I certainly did not miss St. Petersburg’s 
heat and humidity while traveling around Europe for 
the last three years, I do now enjoy being home, 
where my favorite lizards live. Â

Congratulations Shorecrest Class of 2020!
Visit www.shorecrest.org/2020 to meet the class and see the full matriculation list. 

#Shorecrest2020     #ShorecrestTogetherNEW SHORECREST AD 
COMING TUE
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–– KAndy mAgnotti ––

Tampa Bay residents are 
coming together in the 
most unique ways to 

highlight what connects and 
strengthens us. A group of 
local songwriters, performers, 
music and video producers, 
and other professionals have 
pooled their talents to create 
Voice Your Vote 2020. This 
short, upbeat music video has a simple goal: 
inspiring everyone to vote. 

“Voting has become political, not 
patriotic,” says Old Northeast resident 
Michelle Passoff, a St. Pete artist who came 
up with the idea while sitting at her kitchen 
table during the height of COVID-19 
social distancing guidelines. She says the 
video is nonpartisan and has “a message to 
get out and exercise your democratic right 
to vote.” Michelle adds that “Florida is a 
pivotal state in the national election 
process. My hope for this project is that 
the kindling spreads like wildfire here in 
Tampa Bay, throughout Florida, and 
ultimately from sea to shining sea!”

About 30 people of all ages and 
backgrounds came together to create the 
video, says Michelle. The original lyrics and 
music for the video are brought to life with 
scenes filmed in various locations in South 
St. Pete, St. Pete Beach, Ybor City, and 

–– KAndy mAgnotti ––

Pets bring so much to our lives — 
happiness, peace, stress relief, 
unconditional love.

During a global pandemic, our ‘fur 
babies’ have played an even more 
essential role, especially for local 
homebound seniors. Now, a new 
community program is making sure 
those pets stay healthy.

The Tampa Bay Network to End 
Hunger (TNEH) is partnering with 
Meals on Wheels St. Petersburg and 
Friends of Strays on a new ‘Animeals’ 
pet food assistance program. Since 
August, homebound seniors in the 
Meals on Wheels program have been 
receiving free canned and dry food for 
their cats and dogs. The food is delivered 
the first Monday of every month.

Caitlyn Peacock, TBNEH executive 
director, shares how the pandemic and 
need to quarantine “opened our eyes to 
some of the gaps in the need of our 
homebound community.” What has 
come to light is that homebound seniors 
had no choice but to share meals they 
were provided through Meals on Wheels 
with their pets because they no longer 
had the ability to rely on caregiver 
support. Additionally, since they are 

homebound, they were unable to get out 
and purchase food for their pets 
themselves. 

“Unique challenges bring unique 
opportunities,” says Claire Wray, 
community relations manager of Friends 
of Strays, one of the oldest no-kill 
shelters in St. Pete. One of the things 
Claire says she loves so much about St. 
Petersburg is how the city is so 

pet-friendly and supportive, which 
makes her job even better. 
Want to help with this program? 

Donations of dry and canned cat and 
dog food can be brought to Friends of 
Strays, seven days a week, and left at the 
designated drop at the back of the 
building. Volunteer drivers are also 
needed to deliver meals to seniors on 
Mondays and Wednesdays. Routes take 

about 60 minutes to complete.
Community response to the new 

Animeals program has been tremendous, 
says Peacock. “The level of support from 
the community to help meet the need 
has been the most positive thing that 
we have experienced over the last 
several months.” 

Learn more at networktoendhunger.
org/mowsp or call 813-344-5837. Â

The Last Word 
Around the Block

Tampa. “What is incredible 
about this project is that it was 
created by a diverse group of 
creative folks who did not 
know each other at the outset 
and had never met except on 
Zoom,” says Michelle. “We 
range in age from 16 to 75 
years old. The song is in 
English and Spanish. And, 
the style is dance hall with a 

bit of rap. What everyone has in common is 
a shared commitment to encourage fellow 
Americans to vote!” 

By early September, the video had already 
received over 50,000 hits on YouTube. The 
response has been so good, that Michelle says 
they have created a nonprofit organization to 
take donations, with the goal of raising the 
video’s profile through social media 
promotion. Any additional funds would be 
donated to a nonpartisan organization whose 
mission is to encourage voting. “The video is 
really a showcase of Tampa Bay talent and 
everyone put in a lot of time to make it that 
way,” says Michelle. “It deserves to be out 
there. We want to help spread the word in 
any way we can. We want this to be a model 
for every community.” 

For more information on the project and 
to watch the video (English/Spanish/ASL), 
go to www.voiceyourvote2020.com. Â

Meals On Wheels Keeping Pets Well Fed 

ONE Artist Champions Voice Your Vote Video

MOWSP reipient with dog Animeals food
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BUY WITH US, SELL WITH US

UNDER CONTRACT IN 5 DAYS IN BAYFRONT TOWER
1 Beach Drive SE #1902, Downtown St. Petersburg

Offered at $1,100,000

NEW LISTING AND UNDER CONTRACT IN 1 WEEK
243 Estado Way NE, Snell Isle

Offered at $1,100,000

5 bed | 4.5 bath | 5,434 square feet with pool and spa | 3-car garage | Courtyard and garden | Water lot with dock
This exquisite, renovated 1925 colonial estate is situated on an oversized lot that also includes a water lot on nearby Coffee Pot Bayou with a dock and covered lift.

Offered at $3,200,000

INTRODUCING 726 19TH AVENUE NE, HISTORIC OLD NORTHEAST

UNDER CONTRACT IN WATER CLUB
1325 Snell Isle Boulevard NE #505, Snell Isle

Offered at $725,000

NEW LISTING IN MCNULTY LOFTS
175 2nd Street South #807, Downtown St. Petersburg

Offered at $480,000

$115+ MILLION SOLD  |  Top 1% of REALTORS® in Pinellas County

Snell Isle & Old NE Residents and Market Experts
Judy Holland, CNE, CLHMS, REALTOR®, BROKER ASSOCIATE
Caryn Rightmyer, CNE, CLHMS, REALTOR®

Tess Mullinax, REALTOR®

727.401.1771
HollandAndRightmyer.com
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IF YOU NEED A HEART  
PROCEDURE, MAKING  

AN APPOINTMENT WITH 
BAYCARE IS STANDARD 

PROCEDURE.
When it comes to your heart, time is of 
the essence. Even during these times.
You may be thinking about delaying your heart 
care due to COVID-19. Rest assured, as a heart 
care and health care leader, we’ve put enhanced 
safety measures in place to help protect you 
throughout St. Anthony’s Hospital.

From connecting you to heart specialists for a 
diagnosis, to treatment options for a variety of 
heart conditions like rhythm disorders and heart 
attacks, to helping you recover with cardiac 
rehab, we’re here when you need us. And we 
always provide the high level of personal care 
that BayCare is known for. Ensuring the safety 
and well-being of our patients has always been 
standard procedure.

If your primary care doctor suggested that you see a cardiologist, we can help you find one: 
 (844) 344-1952 or KnowYourHeart.org


