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–– Kandy Magnotti ––

Looking back at our own personal history can help us reflect on where we’ve been in order to 
see how far we’ve come. Architectural preservation can do the same for a community, allowing 
us to look back and appreciate a different time in history. It gives us a visible connection to 

the past while we forge ahead 
to the future. Since the early 
’90s, Old Northeast resident 
Maureen Stafford has made 
it her mission to save and 
restore well over 30 homes 
in St. Petersburg – an 
impressive achievement in 
helping preserve the city’s 
unique history.

A self-made architectural 
preservationist with an innate 
passion, relentless perseverance 
and an undeniable vision, 
Maureen has done a 
remarkable job making sure 
that run-down old treasures are 
transformed with new life. 

Does she have a favorite 
project? “In their own way, 
each one has been a favorite,” 
says Maureen. It’s not just the 
homes, but the actual work 
that she values. “If you’re not 
in love with the work and 
inspired by the art of it, then 

Continued on page 22 

Continued on page 14

Maureen Stafford: A Champion 
for Historic Preservation

Continued on page 26

Maureen Stafford stands in front of the HGTV award-winning restoration.

Eva and Jim Tomlinson in front of their mint-condition 1955 Chevrolet

–– Will Michaels ––

StPete2050 is a city-government-initiated visioning process to explore and create a picture 
of what St. Pete should look like 30 years from now. It’s an update of the 2020 visioning 
process that took place 20 years ago. StPete2050 will result in significant revisions to the 

city’s Comprehensive Plan and Land Development Regulations (LDRs). They are two of the 
city’s most important ordinances.

The Comprehensive Plan establishes 
policies related to growth management and 
preservation of the city’s character. Specific 
sections of the plan address future land use, 
conservation, coastal management, 
transportation, housing, recreation and 
open-space, infrastructure, historic 
preservation, and public school facilities. The 
Land Development Regulations address 
zoning, building mass and height, and other 
development features. Changes to designated 
land uses, building variances, and other city 
initiatives or permitted private construction 
must comply with these documents. 

 StPete2050 is organized into 10 Community 
Themes with each theme containing a varying 
number of goals. Because of space 
considerations, we will cover just two themes: 
1) Growth and Community Character, and 2) 
Sustainability and Resilience.

Planning Our City’s Future
StPete2050, Part 2

–– Janan talafer ––

In rural upstate New York where they live six months out of 
the year, Jim and Eva Tomlinson have an apple grove with 
100 trees; a field with raspberries, strawberries, and blackberries; 

two large vegetable gardens, and a big pond. It’s peaceful. They 
can sit on the front porch of their 100-year-old cottage and see 
the fireflies and stars at night. Wildflowers like Queen Anne’s 
lace and day lilies grow everywhere. Oaks, maples, and other 
hardwood trees cover most of their 50-acre homestead. 

But, they also have no electricity... which means no computer, 
no TV, no dishwasher, and no automatic coffee makers. Eva cooks 
on an old-fashioned wood-fired stove. Because they don’t have 
refrigeration, they use three coolers filled with ice for anything 
that needs to be chilled. The source of their water is a cistern 
from a mountain stream. As far as phone service, Jim jokes that 
they have cell phone coverage if they go outside and walk to the 
top of the hill.

It’s a far cry from their home in St. Pete, in the Crescent 
Heights neighborhood where Jim and Eva continue to live the 
other six months. This is where they raised their four children: 
Jennifer, Joanne, Jeffery, and Jessica, all of whom are adults and 
on their own. In 2000, Jim retired after 25 years as a firefighter-
paramedic with the St. Petersburg Fire Department, primarily in 
the Emergency Medical Services Division. 

While the idea of leaving behind hot humid St. Pete summers 
in exchange for an idyllic laid-back rural lifestyle makes me 
envious, I also can’t imagine not having some of the modern-day 
conveniences we all take for granted. “In New York, it feels like 
time slows down,” says Eva. “We can sit on the front stoop or 
take a walk in the woods at any time. Then just when we’re done 
with the quiet, we can pack up and go back to St. Pete. We really 
like the change. It gives us an appreciation for both.” 

Jim calls their New York home a “rural Shangri-La.” “We get 
up with the sunrise and go to bed at sundown. No traffic or 
sirens. It’s like a detox from information-overload. We go there 
for a different lifestyle, to be close to the earth, in balance with 
nature. Then after six months, we start back. By the time we 
get to the Bearrs exit on I-275 in Tampa, it’s like flipping on the 
switch again.” 

For Eva, spending time in New York is more than a retreat, 
it’s also a chance to get back to her roots. She grew up nearby in 
a small Polish community, not far from Buffalo. The 50-acre 
homestead with its two-story cottage has been in her family for 
generations and had at one time belonged to her grandmother. 

Enjoying a Unique 
Snowbird Lifestyle
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RECENTLY SOLD PROPERTIES

727 498 0610
sarah@howepg.com
don@howepg.com
sarahanddonhowe.com

SAR AH & DON HOWE
#1 ST PETE TEAM 2019

In real estate, the old adage “location, location, location”  
is still very much true. But beyond that notion, the three words  
that ensure a top sale price—with the shortest days on market— 
are price, presentation and promotion.

That’s where we come in. We work with sellers to evaluate and 
align those key pillars. In 2020, we helped many sellers get more 
than list price by maximizing their presentation and appealing to the
buyers who are flocking to St. Pete. Our strength is understanding the 
market and buyers, then developing a custom plan for each home sale.

If you are considering selling your home or looking for your next one,  
contact us and we’ll help you get it done.

SOL
D

SOL
D

SOL
D

1430 1ST ST N
LIST PRICE $649,000

SOL
D

1146 15TH AVE N
LIST PRICE $745,000

524 BEACH DR NE
LIST PRICE $2,799,000

REPRESENTED BUYER AND SELLER

831 BRIGHTWATERS BLVD NE
LIST PRICE $3,950,000

REPRESENTED BUYER AND SELLER

SOL
D

SOL
D

SOL
D

13900 LAKE POINT DR
LIST PRICE $400,000

REPRESENTED BUYER

SOL
D

125 RAMON WAY NE
LIST PRICE $1,350,000

3328 BAYSHORE BLVD NE
LIST PRICE $1,675,000

REPRESENTED BUYER

536 19TH AVE NE
LIST PRICE $735,000

REPRESENTED BUYER

“We literally know scores 

of realtors…but we chose Sarah and Don; 

their attention to detail, hard work and market 

knowledge are amongst the many reasons. 

They seem to have buyers from near and far. 

They were partners in the process and the result 

was a sale in record time, for a record amount 

and perhaps as importantly, new friends. 

We’ve sold and bought other homes but 

never with the ease we did this time. 

It’s all thanks to Sarah and Don!”

HEATHER & JEFF GOODIS 
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Happy New Year!
The famous Japanese 

Haiku: “When the barn burns 
down, now I can see the 
moon,” certainly applies to 
2020, a year of constant 
change, concerns, and 
challenges. When a crisis 
shakes everything up, we are 
forced to find new ways to 
adapt – to look for the silver 
linings. Who had even heard 
of Zoom until it became the 
only way to stay connected? 

It certainly hasn’t been 
easy – businesses, nonprofits, 
schools, and even churches 
have been forced to find 
innovative solutions in this unprecedented time of social distancing. The arts and cultural 
organizations in St. Pete have done an especially good job of thinking outside the box. 
For example, In her two-part article on the ‘reinvention’ of St. Petersburg’s performing 
arts organizations, Northeast Journal  writer Livia Zien describes what it took for the 
Florida Orchestra and St. Pete Opera Company to find a way to continue bringing us 
great music while the concert halls were closed. In addition, The Museum of Fine Arts 
recently launched Front-line Workers First Fridays, offering health care professionals 
a chance to visit the museum and enjoy a play date with certified therapy dogs as a 
way to reduce stress and promote wellness.

It remains to be seen what 2021 will bring, but St. Petersburg has a seemingly endless 
source of positive creative energy which can only offer us hope for a better year.

.Janan Talafer
Editor, Northeast Journal
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Sprawled in the courtyard of the Museum of Fine Arts, 
certified therapy dog Drago gets some love from his owner 
Becky Sinnreich (left), Margaret Murray, MFA curator 
of public programs and Mark Talafer.

Greg Cahue
Handyman
Services,

Inc.

Offering “Old School Service!” 
Honey-Do Lists

Odd Household Jobs 
Reasonable Rates
Owner Operated

727-460-8609
gcahue1@tampabay.rr.com

Owner is a University of South Florida Graduate
and an Air Force Veteran

Insured / References Available 

QUALITY
WORK

GUARANTEED



LOCAL ♥ GLOBAL REACH
Our Global Partners Our Global Partners 

3110 1ST ST W #101
ST. PETE BEACH

$1,570,000
3 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,250 SF

3145 2ND ST W
ST. PETE BEACH

$1,600,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,646 SF

225 41ST AVE NE
COFFEE POT PARK

$240,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,000 SF

2335 DARTMOUTH AVE N
HISTORIC KENWOOD

$334,000
2 Bed | 1/1 Bath | 1,192 SF

244 21ST AVENUE N
OLD NORTHEAST

$525,000

Main House 
2 Bed | 2 Bath
Guest House 

1 Bed | 1 Bath

911 6TH STREET N
HISTORIC UPTOWN

$420,000
Triplex | 2,812 SF

3200 GULF BLVD #308
ST. PETE BEACH

$570,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,455 SF

107 30TH AVENUE
 PASS-A-GRILLE

$2,395,000
4 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,353 SF

4450 GULF BLVD #107
ST. PETE BEACH

$645,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,550 SF

Recent Sold & Pending Listings

Recent Testimonial

727.455.4089 
sreilly@smithandassociates.com

“Steven is a very intelligent and very patient guy. He knows the St. Pete area extremely well, 
including downtown and the beaches. He has a good financial background to combine with his 
knowledge of the market, trends, architecture, renovation costs, and other relevant data to help 
consumers make the best possible choice from among so many competing properties. Very glad to 
have worked with him.”

Featured Listing

Steven Reilly
REALTOR®

With 30+ years of experience selling the Tampa Bay 
lifestyle, I can help you find your luxury.

SSOOLLDD
SSOOLLDD

SSOOLLDD
SSOOLLDD
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Livia Zien moved to the area from Washington, DC in 2000. She married, 
traveled, and changed careers from electrical engineering to culinary 
arts to teaching math. Livia (who also enjoys running and swimming) 
and her husband Greg love life in the ONE with their two kitties.

Lynn Lotkowictz spent years in radio in NY, and in business dev/mgmt 
at Florida Trend Magazine. She volunteers at Tomlinson Adult Learning 
Center ESOL Program, and travels internationally. Lynn is the new NEJ 
Facebook roving reporter sharing photos and video about exciting events, 
people and places around town. facebook.com/NortheastJournalFL

Kandy Magnotti, a former New Yorker and 10 year resident of Florida, 
is a real estate & relocation consultant specializing in the beautiful Florida 
Suncoast region. Kandy enjoys introducing people to the coastal lifestyle 
and helping them make their real estate dreams a reality.  She loves live 
music, singing, travel, and seafood!

Will Michaels is retired as executive director of the History Museum 
and has served as president of St. Petersburg Preservation and vice 
president of the Dr. Carter G. Woodson Museum of African American 
History. He is the author of The Making of St. Petersburg. [wmichaels2@
tampabay.rr.com]

Janan Talafer A long-time Snell Isle resident, Janan is the editor of 
the Northeast Journal and enjoys writing about people and places in 
St. Petersburg. She loves swing dancing, blues music, and gardening, 
even when the weeds threaten to overtake the yard. [janantalafer@
gmail.com]

Rick Carson has lived in St. Pete since 2001, after a career journey 
that took him from national Republican politics to the innkeeper of a 
B&B – from the cesspools of Washington to cleaning guestroom toilets 
(ask him if there is any difference). [nsnaeditor@aol.com]

Samantha Bond Richman relocated to the Old Northeast in 2014 
after living in Tampa for 28 years. She owns Sam Bond Benefit Group, 
a downtown insurance agency. She and husband Tim enjoy fishing, 
golf, and supporting family-oriented charitable causes.

We would like to sincerely thank and introduce our contributors. The time 
and talent they dedicate to writing about good people, good places, and good 
things happening is what makes the Northeast Journal the quality publication that 
our readers have come to expect and love.

MEET THE WRITERS

Diana Krause Geegan, a UCF grad, taught school and later excelled 
in the financial services field.  She found her passion in real estate and 
utilizes her skills and training as a successful realtor. She loves spending 
time with friends and family, studying God’s Word and  giving back to 
the St. Pete community. [DianaGeegan@gmail.com]

Jeannie Carlson is a correspondent for Tampa Bay Newspapers, Inc. 
as seen in Tampa Bay Times, TBNWeekly.com and Beach Beacon; an 
adjunct English professor; and a writer at Examiner.com (“Swedish 
Cooking with a Southern Accent”). She has been a resident of and 
inspired by the ONE since 2000. (www.JeannieCarlson.com)

Jonathan Kile moved to St. Pete in 2001. A rare genetic condition forced 
him to give up a career in sales in favor of a full-time position as father, 
husband, and writer. He blogs about his family travels and advocates for 
awareness of vascular Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome at dontmakemeturnthis-
vanaround.com. He’s on the board of literary nonprofit Keep St. Pete Lit. 

Brandy Stark is an artist, writer, and educator who lives in Crescent 
Heights. She is known for her hand-wrapped wire metal sculptures, 
fascination with local ghost stories, lore, and legends, and her immense 
love of all things pug. When not working, she spends time with her 
pug pack, pocket pets, and bearded dragon.



536 21ST AVENUE NE 
Old Northeast
$1,150,000
3 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 2,692 SF
Kantner / Waechter 727.278.5866

TAMPA  |  ST. PETERSBURG  |  CLEARWATER  |  BEACHES  |  LONDON  |  727.205.9140  |  SMITHORANGE.COM/OLDNE

LOCAL ♥ GLOBAL REACH

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD EXPERTS SINCE 1969

Our Global Partners Our Global Partners 

SMITH IS HOME.

176 4TH AVENUE NE #1801
Downtown St. Petersburg
Bliss Condo
4 Bed | 4/1 Bath | 4,276 SF
Pitre / Bearnarth 718.724.3980

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

701 ALDA WAY NE 
Eden Shores 
$1,495,000
5 Bed | 4/1 Bath | 3,374 SF
DeHaven / Momberg 727.410.9528

226 16TH AVENUE NE  
Historic Old Northeast
$1,200,000
4 Bed | 4 Bath | 3,220 SF
Linda Lee Gates 727.492.0389

1325 SNELL ISLE BLVD NE #511
Water Club on Snell Isle
$749,500
2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,711 SF
The Malowany Group 727.593.4699

117 17TH AVENUE N
Historic Old Northeast
$749,000
2 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 1,800 SF
Drew Glaser 813.951.1264

309 5TH AVENUE N 
Downtown St. Pete
$589,000
2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,428 SF
Tiffany Weidner 727.386.3952

737 19TH AVENUE N
Crescent Lake
$875,000
4 Bed | 5 Bath | 2,887 SF
Serra / Lancaster 727.580.3335

244 21ST AVENUE N 
Old Northeast
$525,000
2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,827 SF
Steven Reilly 727.455.4089

1325 SNELL ISLE BLVD NE #109 
Water Club on Snell Isle
$604,900
2 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 1,932 SF
Nancy Marra Perron 941.224.9124

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

4609 OVERLOOK DRIVE NE
Venetian Isles
$519,900
4 Bed | 4 Bath | 2,788 SF
The Malowany Group 727.593.4699

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

715 44TH AVENUE NE
NE St. Petersburg
$435,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,427 SF
Marissa Suttell 727.463.1617

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

140 MIRAMAR BOULEVARD NE
Snell Isle
$1,150,000
3 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,849 SF
Marissa Suttell 727.463.1617

SSOOLLDD

300 BEACH DRIVE NE #302
Downtown St. Petersburg 
$845,000
2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,686 SF
Wendy Fields 727.647.2286

SSOOLLDD

506 17TH AVENUE NE 
Old Northeast
$1,350,000
4 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 3,559 SF
Kantner / Waechter 727.278.5866

SSOOLLDD

516 17TH AVENUE NE
Old Northeast
$1,300,000
4 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 2,563 SF
Momberg / Stratton 727.560.1571

SSOOLLDD

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

180 BEACH DRIVE NE #2402
Ovation 
$3,999,000
3 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 3,660 SF
Momberg / Stratton 727.560.1571

400 4TH AVENUE S #401
The Sage St. Pete
$465,000
2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,212 SF
Melissa Clark 727.865.3746

SSOOLLDD

936 31ST AVENUE NE
Snell Isle Estates
$800,000
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,326 SF
The Malowany Group 727.593.4699

SSOOLLDD

SALTAIRE
Starting in the $800s 
1,663 - 6,097 SF
Saltaire Sales Team 727.240.3840
saltairestpete.com
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Making Friends and Giving Back During the Pandemic
–– lynn lotKoWictz ––

After the first 12 weeks of being 
homebound due to COVID, 
I decided to seek out a way to 

do some good in the community while 
staying safe. I checked with a few 
colleagues I had worked or volunteered 
with in the past to see what I could 

find that might be interesting to me and help the community in some way. 
A teacher I had befriended while volunteering at Tomlinson Adult Learning 

Center a few years ago suggested I contact Deris and Gabriel, a Venezuelan couple 
who were taking online English classes through Tomlinson. She thought they 
might like help with both speaking and pronunciation.

Through email, I asked if they’d like to practice English with me a few times a 
week via Zoom. They welcomed the opportunity for some one-on-one practice.

As you’d expect, becoming proficient in conversational English is challenging 
when classes are online and you’re with a half dozen other non-English speakers.

We began ‘meeting’ on Zoom for twice-weekly lessons last summer and since 
then I’ve gotten to know them well. The two left Venezuela in 2019 due to political 
unrest there. Like many immigrants, this hard-working, professional couple was 
hoping for a better life in the US. 

In Venezuela, Deris held senior positions in human resources and labor relations 
at PepsiCo Caracas. Gabriel was an internal auditor at Unicasa Supermarket. 
Here, Gabriel works for Amazon delivering some 200 packages a day in the Tampa 
Bay area, while Deris is employed at Marshall’s warehouse. In addition to those 
jobs, they have also worked for Instacart. They live in Pinellas County with their 
teenage son and have an older son living in Chile. They regularly send clothing, 
toiletries, and canned goods to extended family in Venezuela, where those items 
are currently in short supply.

Helping Deris and Gabriel become proficient in English has become quite 
enjoyable. Our ‘lessons’ are now like a conversation among friends. We talk about 
what we cooked for dinner, places we’ve visited, family, hobbies, and life goals. I 
have learned about Joropo, the traditional music of Venezuela, and their love of 
cooking cachapas (maize pancakes filled with cheese or pork) and arepas (baked 
cornflower bread with filling).

Sometimes I prep for calls by researching Venezuelan history or learning about 

accomplished Venezuelans. Then, 
while we’re on Zoom, I show Deris 
and Gabriel a photo of the place or 
person and ask them to tell me the 
story in English. I’m also learning 
more about the country itself, which 
is considered to be among the 17 
most diverse countries in the world. 
We’ve talked about interesting 
places like Angel Falls, the world’s 
highest uninterrupted waterfall; 
Canaima National Park, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site; and National 
Pantheon of Venezuela, which 
houses the remains of Simon Bolivar.

When I realized that one of their 
goals is to eventually open a business in Pinellas County, I did some research and 
discovered Project Prosper. This unique Tampa Bay grassroots organization is 
designed to educate adult immigrants and refugees on financial services and 
resources available to them. I sent Project Prosper an email explaining that I was 
trying to provide Deris and Gabriel with some insight regarding American business 
practices. It wasn’t long before a Spanish-speaking staff member offered to sit in 
on my next Zoom call with the couple. The following week’s call was great. It was 
informative and in their native language. They were so appreciative and thanked 
me numerous times. I had connected them with an excellent resource.

As the holidays approached they baked pan de jamon venezolano (Venezuelan 
ham bread), a traditional sweet and savory bread with ham, olives, and raisins. 
They wanted to meet in person, bring me a loaf of homemade holiday bread, and 
thank me for helping them. We coordinated a visit at Kahwa Coffee, outdoors 
and socially distanced. The visit was a total joy. What impresses me most is their 
enthusiasm to learn and improve their career opportunities by taking classes at 
Tomlinson and working with me. They are doing all of this, while also supporting 
family here and helping family in Venezuela.

Deris and Gabriel have made the pandemic a little less ominous for me. It’s 
been a great way to enjoy a little armchair travel and make new friends while 
doing good. Â

Scott J. Petrucci, ChFC®  

727.525.8484  spetrucci@pfginc.com
5999 Central Avenue, Suite 408 • St. Petersburg, FL 33710

Serving the Tampa Bay Area Since 1987

Looking to Create a Financial Plan?
We help simplify

complex financial matters
while managing risk

Scott Petrucci provides:
• Customized fee-based planning with a relationship

• A uniquely handcrafted asset allocation model that captures all of
your assets on a single page, quarterly with a personalized commentary

• A competitive money management fee structure 
• Knowing that a professional is helping you

monitor your financial situation

Registered Representative offering securities through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, member FINRA/SIPC. 
Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity. Advisory Services and Financial Planning offered through Vicus Capital Inc.,
a Federally Registered Investment Advisor. Investments and Services available to residents of FL, GA, SC, NC, NJ, CA, MI, OH, VA, MO, IL, TN.



Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. Property information herein is derived from various sources including,
but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate.

ST. PETERSBURG | 727.898.6800
120 2nd Avenue NE, Suite 102A

St. Petersburg, Florida 33701

HYDE PARK VILLAGE | 813.217.5288
744 South Village Circle
Tampa, Florida 33606

CLEARWATER | 727.585.9600
907 South Fort Harrison Avenue #101

Clearwater, Florida 33756

ListWithUsToday.com  |  877.539.9865
Visit or call us for a private consultation

There has never been a better time to sell your property

3087 Cherry Lane 
$1,900,000
Jim Henkel 
727.418.5355

CLEARWATER

3086 Sunset Drive 
$699,000
Jessica Denig 
813.713.1301

BELLEAIR BLUFFS

3213 Polo Place 
$900,000
Crystal Dukes 
813.928.9795

PLANT CITY

567 Oceanside Court #25
$485,000
Thorsten Koester 
727.667.6877

PALM HARBOR

5554 Beamin Dew Loop 
$679,000
Daniel Hsieh 
813.313.0010

LAND O’ LAKES

2307 Jones Court 
$639,000
Jim Henkel 
727.418.5355

DUNEDIN

175 1st Street South #701
$775,000
Robyn Gunn 
727.421.7234

DOWNTOWN ST. PETE

4903 West Bay Way Drive 
$2,650,000
Carol Pooley 
813.992.7724

SOUTH TAMPA

1100 Brightwaters Boulevard NE 
$1,750,000
Brittany Ranew 
727.258.1064

SNELL ISLE

521 Mandalay Avenue #1402
$3,200,000
Jackie Diaz & Karen Hegemeier 
727.424.2317

CLEARWATER BEACH

707 27th Avenue North 
$389,000
Caryn Rightmyer & Judy Holland 
727.409.9696

ST. PETERSBURG

4800 Brittany Drive South #4
$315,000
Jessica Denig 
813.713.1301

VILLAS ON POINT BRITTANY

4950 Gulf Boulevard #805
$750,000
Leslie Trevathan 
727.492.5234

ST. PETE BEACH

3025 Oakmont Drive 
$1,950,000
Jackie Diaz & Karen Hegemeier 
727.424.2317

CLEARWATER

3105 West Waverly Avenue 
$1,199,900
Paul DeSantis 
813.439.4816

SOUTH TAMPA

600 Pennsylvania 
$2,900,000
Lynn Richey & Taylor Richey 
813.244.6533

PALM HARBOR

4937 Lyford Cay Road 
$7,749,000
Nick Janovsky 
813.391.8291

CULBREATH ISLES

$6,250,000
Kimberly Wilson 
813.810.0042

ODESSA

17122 Gunn Highway 
$3,950,000
Jackie Diaz & Karen Hegemeier 
727.424.2317

ODESSA
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Mom Worked at the CIA… No Really!
–– saMantha Bond richMan ––

My mom went to work at the CIA 
in the late 1950s, beginning her 
career in what was commonly 

referred to as the secretarial pool. After a 
few years, she left to start a family, then 
returned to work at the CIA about 10 
years later. By then, she had my brother, 
three sisters, and me. I was two years old. 
With five little ones to feed and clothe, 
both she and my dad worked.

Growing up, the best part for me was 
being able to reply to the near daily jibes 
I got regarding my family last name, 
Bond. Good jibes to be sure, as my 
response became the fun part. The jibe 
would start with, “Oh, your name is 
Bond? I guess your dad is James? Hardy 
har har.” 

I want to gag when I hear that now, as 
I’ve heard it about a million times. But, 
as a child and teen, it set up a great game 
of, “No, but my mother works for the 
CIA.” Here is where I would give a total 
deadpan expression without speaking 
further. Confusion would cloud the face 
of my would-be comedian. It was usually 
enough to shut down some stranger trying 
to be funny as they looked at my 
identification for virtually anything 
requiring them to see my last name.

The death in late October of Sean 
Connery, aka James Bond, the infamous 
Agent 007, got me thinking of my mom, 
the CIA, and our family name. One of 
my favorite stories about mom working 
at the CIA still makes her (and me) 
giggle. It happened in the steno pool... 
she still brags about knowing shorthand, 
something that allowed for a pay-grade 
increase in those days. 

The secretaries all sat in a group 
setting, which I suppose must have looked like my first typing class. One day she 
started to cough rather forcefully – only she was faking it. She took some ‘cough 
syrup’ out of her purse and self-administered. (It was actually liquor!) After taking 
a few shots, she offered some to her girlfriend co-worker, and they proceeded to 
party the afternoon shift away without getting caught.

We’ll call my mom Betty – Betty Bond 
– as I do feel a certain need to protect her 
identity. Besides, that’s what she tells 
friends to call her. She retired in 1993 
from “the Agency” and kept in Christmas 
card contact with a few former coworkers. 
She knew many exciting people, including 
one lady colonel in the US Army who 
came to our house for dinner occasionally. 
The colonel taught me the proper way to 
set a table. She frightened me a little, 
although I was in complete respect and 
awe of her. I still wonder how much or 
how often the Agency sent someone to 
check on our household. To my knowledge, 
Mom had some rather significant security 
clearances after her decades of work there.

I remember Mom working on 
something related to planes and 
photography, a technological 
advancement that allowed us to spy on 
the Russians and I suppose the Cubans. 
It was primarily the Russians who grabbed 
the headlines back then, especially at The 
Washington Post, the newspaper where my 
father worked. 

I like to relate that I grew up in a 
Maryland neighborhood that allowed 
distant views of the National Monument 
in Washington, DC. (Yes, the one that 
looks like the pencil). If you rode your 
bike to the top of the highest hill, the 
monument stuck up against the sky miles 
away in the distance. It was not lost on 
me, even when I was a child, that I grew 
up in one of the most important cities in 
the world. 

I like to think that what Mom did in 
her career was pretty important, too. It’s 
interesting that in the Wall Street Journal 
on November 23, 2020, there was an 
article about the technology that Mom 

and her cohorts worked on deploying planes with cameras that allow us to 
photograph the Russians. It seems that this was the subject of the Open Skies 
Treaty negotiations. The point is, what Mom did back in the ’50s and ’60s that 
required security clearance is no longer secret today.

As Mom advanced in her career, she became a double-digit GS – that’s 
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Government Service employee. She proudly told me 
she was a GS13 when she retired, and the good news 
is that a civil-service pension from the Office of 
Personnel Management (the OPM as Mom calls it) 
has provided a stable retirement.

Some of Mom’s work required travel to places like 
Denver and upstate New York, where she met with 
officials from Kodak in Rochester. She brought my 
sister and I matching Rochester Institute of 
Technology’s Tiger mascot t-shirts, and I wore mine 
to oblivion. It was special; usually we only got 

shampoo samples. 
Mom was definitely 

a character. She drove 
a Corvette. Her work 
a lways  sounded 
fascinating to me and 
even influenced my 
career selection. Very 
early in life, I just knew 
I was going to carry a 
briefcase. It is still 
impressive to hear 
about her success in a 
man’s world. She was 
entrusted to give 
presentations at a 
‘debriefing’ with people 
hanging on to every 
detail. She has a great 
sense of humor and 
told us about how she 
would inform people in 
the meeting, “If you 
have any questions, let 
me know and I’ll give 
the answer... or I’ll 
make one up.”

Whi le  Mom’s 
ass ignments  and 
projects were not the 
subject of dinnertime 
chatter, some of her 
interactions with 
coworkers sometimes 
were. She told us about 
the colleague who 
could sleep through 
meetings with his eyes 
open. She also talked 
about knowing a few 
undercover agents. 

She traveled to Europe one summer and visited a former co-worker who married 
the Ambassador to Poland. 

Gratefully, she kicked her life-long habit and finally stopped smoking cigarettes 
when I was 18 years old. I had lived at the beach that summer and came home 
to College Park to attend the University of Maryland in the fall. The first morning 
I was home, Mom flitted around the kitchen smiling, batting her eyelashes, and 
asking, “Do you notice anything different?” I was busy eating a bowl of Captain 
Crunch at the time, and not really interested in her new designer jeans, or loss 
of five pounds, or whatever it was I thought she was trying to show me. 

Finally, exasperated at my inability to guess, she announced proudly, “I quit 
smoking.” I think I cried at that moment. It was as if angels were singing in my 
ears, I was so happy. Mom had been a smoker since her teens, and I grew up 
thinking that purses should smell of tobacco and Wrigley’s gum.

Now Mom and Dad live nearby in central Pinellas County. Occasionally Mom 
uses her intriguing past to entertain residents at the adult-living facility where 
she resides. I will miss Sean Connery, who starred in Ian Fleming’s original James 
Bond movies – the first star and my favorite. A few years ago, I did an internet 
search for my given name – Samantha Bond – and found that a British actress 
of the same name played Miss Moneypenny in four James Bond movies. Start the 
movie soundtrack: It’s Bond, Sam Bond. Â

Top: James Bond poster. Above: The Bond family then and now. 
Mom and her Corvette.

Repair | Installation | Maintenance 
Residential & Commercial 

Tried the Rest? 
Call the Best. 

(727)345-0317 

Stay Cool & Comfortable All Year Long! 
www.kronwest.com 

6981 Sunset Drive So, South Pasadena, 33707 | CAC18145 & CAC042743 

Previous Awards: 
2007-2009, 2012-2017 



Page 12 January/February 2021 NORTHEAST JOURNAL

–– livia zien ––

Artists imagine. Artists create. Artists bring ideas to life, appealing to all 
our senses. They share their innermost selves and inspire us look both 
inward and outward. 

So what do artists do during a pandemic when they can’t reach their audience? 
They re-imagine. They re-create. Such is the philosophy guiding performing 
artists in our community, across the country, and globally this year as the 
coronavirus pandemic took its toll. 

In the first of this two-part series, we highlight The Florida Orchestra and 
the St. Petersburg Opera Company for finding innovative solutions to continue 
doing what they love and to 
ensure that they will still be 
here when we’re all back in 
the clear. Look for a feature 
about The Palladium and 
American Stage in our 
March-April issue. Each of 
these organizations share 
common themes: Teamwork. 
Hard work. Innovation. Love 
for the community. Keeping 
the arts alive. Keeping 
everyone safe. 
The Florida Orchestra 

After March 8, there were 
no live performances for 237 
days, recounts Kelly Smith, 
communications manager of 
The Florida Orchestra. It was 
a time of uncertainty for everyone. Daniel Black, TFO’s resident conductor, 
remarked, “A lot of these musicians have never had such a long hiatus between 
playing since they started to play their instrument.” 

Fortunately, the TFO wasn’t going to be deterred in bringing beautiful 
music to the community. “Music helps us. It’s grief. It’s hope. It’s joy. It’s 
everything we’re feeling right now,” Smith says. “We wanted to provide music 
to help our community heal and cope. It was a challenge, but we were 
determined.” 

Before the pandemic, Black began a project to arrange for orchestra the 
Suffragist song Daughters of Freedom to commemorate the 100th anniversary of 
women’s right to vote. As everyone moved into isolation, he had to rethink his 
strategy in order to get it performed. With little video or audio editing background, 
Black bought some software, climbed a huge learning curve, overcame hardware 
issues, and embarked on a path to completion. 

He briefly put his project on hold and shifted gears when Michael Francis, 
TFO music director, was inspired by the possibilities. His first completed virtual 
orchestral recording was Thank you, Tampa Bay, a tribute to TFO patrons. The 
orchestra then migrated completely online with TFO at Home, and featured both 
Daughters of Freedom and Thank you, Tampa Bay.

Inside Beethoven’s Symphony No. 7 was another TFO at Home success story. 
Each three-to-four minute video in the six-part Beethoven series required nearly 
100 hours of Black’s time to complete. He created a click track, an audio recording 
of beats and cues used to synchronize music and sent it to the musicians. “We 

were learning how to do this on the fly,” he says. “People record themselves all 
the time, but not playing to a click track.” As time went on, Black became more 
sophisticated with the software. He also noticed a change in the recordings he 
received from the musicians. “The more we did, the more they got used to exactly 
how accurate and how clean it had to be with the click track,” he says. “People 
found better lighting in their homes and composed the shot a little bit more, 
making it look a little better.”

Although there’s no substitute for live performances, Black says there was 
“something amazingly intimate about these videos. You’re not just seeing 
musicians playing. Anyone who’s been to the orchestra has seen them on stage, 

but now you’re seeing them in their sweaters and comfortable clothes. You get a 
glimpse inside their homes and what their life is like. That’s a special thing.”

By the fall, a team of TFO musicians, staff, and board members – in consultation 
with an epidemiologist – began planning for a return to safe-but-limited live 
performances, while also offering the public the option of continuing to livestream 
concerts from home. On October 31, the orchestra was able to triumphantly 
return for a compelling performance of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 7 at the 
Mahaffey. “Being back in the concert hall, the music was more powerful than 
ever. It has so much more meaning now,” says Smith. “It’s a good reminder. An 
orchestra is music, but it’s people too – a living, breathing entity.”
St. Petersburg Opera Company

St. Petersburg Opera Company’s Creative Collaborations was scheduled to open 
on March 13 at Opera Central, the opera company’s headquarters in the 
Warehouse Arts District. “We were in production and had to shut down 
completely,” special projects manager, Chris Green, remembers. The opera 
company initially postponed the shows, but eventually cancelled the season. “If 
one person got sick, we could impact a lot of people very quickly. We just couldn’t 
take that risk,” says Green.

The SPO went into action, quite literally ‘creating collaborations’ with fellow 
arts organizations as everyone quickly learned how to transition from live 
performances to virtual. “We were all trying to do the same thing. We shared 
information. We were all trying to survive,” says Green.

The Performing Arts Reinvented
SPOTLIGHT ON THE ARTS

 Jeffrey Multer, TFO Concertmaster Violin The show continues with The Florida Orchestra
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The opera company’s first virtual event, Vincerò, the annual gala fundraiser for 
the organization, was a huge success with viewership four-to-five times that of 
previous years. Because it was online, people from outside the Tampa Bay area were 
able to participate from the comfort of their homes without having to travel. After 
the silent auction, SPO even shipped items to viewers as far away as 
Massachusetts. “It was great because we had cast members and viewers 
from other states who wanted to be part of the gala,” says Green.

From that first venture, the opera company branched out to take 
everything virtual, including the popular Cocktails and Mornings 
with the Maestro, and the Artist Recital and Maestro Series. But 
one of the most innovative ideas has been POPera, pop-up opera 
performances available both online and outside – the audience can 
bring lawn chairs spaced safely apart for social distancing.

Artistic director Maestro Mark Sforzini launched POPera as a way 
to “bring opera to the people, to let them know we are here.” 

Sometimes opera can be intimidating to people who aren’t familiar with the art form, 
Green explains. “Many people hear the word ‘opera,’ and they put up a wall,” he 
says. “But if you can get into the community, you might introduce it to someone who 
never thought they’d be interested.” That’s exactly what POPera was able to do.

In August, the first POPera took place with outdoor performances at some 
unique places, including Westminster Suncoast, a large retirement community 
in South St. Pete, and the side lawn of the Museum of Fine Arts. The series has 
continued to grow in popularity, with performances now added at Cage Brewing. 

Green recognizes the role 
of the virtual world in not 
only bringing art to new 
audiences, but also in 
celebrating our city. “Right 
now, if you’re at home, you’re 
one click away from 
something very cool. I want 
them to see something from 
St. Petersburg and realize that 
this is in our city.” But most 
of all, he says, “This is a great 
opportunity to look at our 
patrons and make sure that 
they’re taken care of, because 
they take care of us. We want 
to be sure that when we come 
out of this, the things we love 
about our community are still 
here and still vibrant.”

Leave it to artists to channel 
their creativity into practical, 
viable solutions to stay in our 
hearts. It was encouraging to 
hear that most ticketholders of 
cancelled seasons donated 
their tickets back to help 
sustain the organizations. 
Every organization has 

expressed their gratitude for the generosity of their patrons. We are, after all, in 
this together. Â

To learn more, please visit www.floridaorchestra.org and www.stpeteopera.org. Look for more 
information on www.americanstage.org and www.mypalladium.org in our March-April issue.

Maestro Mark  Sforzini at a POPera event outside the Museum of Fine Arts POPera cast (top) and masked opera patrons (above) at Cage Brewing
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you’re not doing it for the right reasons,” says 
Maureen. “I love to recreate yesterday and bring 
it into today.”

Last year her meticulous rehab of 756 Bay 
Street NE – an historic 1910 Craftsman-style 
home with carriage house – earned her the 
winning spot for HGTV’s Ultimate House Hunt 
2020 in the Homes with a History category. She 
has also earned two local honors for the home 
– the title of 2008 Preservationist of the Year 
and Best Residential Rehab in 2012 – both 
presented by St. Pete’s historical preservation 
organization – Preserve the ’Burg. 

The HGTV award-  
winning home took 
four years to renovate 
and might be the most 
challenging project 
she’s undertaken. “It’s 
my magnum opus,” she 
says. “It took a year just 
to do the carriage 
house, and then I had 
to move in there 
myself and finish up 
the main house.” 

Maureen gives 
credit to the crew who 
remained on the job 
with her the whole 
time and helped her 
accomplish what most 
of us would think of as 
an overwhelming task. 
The house as it appears 
today is nothing like 
the house she first purchased. “It was in pretty 
bad shape,” she says. Among the many structural 
improvements she added: two additional 
fireplaces, a second-story porch, a revised 
roofline, and handmade windows for the carriage 
house – which did at one time have horse stables. 
In fact, the structure of one of the horse stalls is 
still there, says Maureen.

All of Maureen’s hard-earned accolades and 
success didn’t happen overnight. Born and raised 
in Wellington, New Zealand, she immigrated to 
the United States in 1968 when she was 18, got 
married and had three sons. After her divorce, 
she worked for a time selling stock photography 
for an agency in New York City, but it was when 
she was given the opportunity to restore a close 
friend’s home in New Jersey that she found her 
true calling. 

Her friend’s home had been destroyed in a fire 
and Maureen recalls having her hands in every 
aspect of that first project, from electrical 
rewiring, plumbing, and drywall to painting, 
carpentry, and everything in between. Although 
the project was initially completely outside her 
comfort zone, she met the challenge by asking 
questions and reading books. Whatever she 
couldn’t figure out on her own, she had a 
subcontractor come out and teach her how to 
do rather than simply contracting the work out. 
“Because I had a burning desire to do things on 
my own, I unleashed what was inside – but you 
can’t get there by yourself,” says Stafford. 

That home took about six months to 
complete. When it was done, she says she “felt 
like I accomplished something great, but as I 
usually do after a difficult challenge, I felt like 
my work wasn’t good enough. It’s a trait that 
keeps me humble and always learning.”

With a newly awakened desire to dive deeper 
into the world of real estate, Maureen went on 
to earn her real estate license and join a real 

estate brokerage firm in New York City. Her next 
restoration project came about a year-and-a-half 
later when another agent in the office encouraged 
her to purchase and renovate a fixer-upper that was 
in foreclosure. She jumped at the opportunity and 
as they say, the rest is history. She realized she had 
a gift for seeing the beauty in a home beyond what 
was visible to the naked eye. She was happiest when 
she could purchase a home that nobody wanted. 
Then she was free to put on her visionary glasses, 
roll up her sleeves, and bring a house back to life. 

Maureen set out to purchase “run-down homes 
that nobody else wanted” in Patterson, NJ, building 
a portfolio of work that quickly gained the attention 

of private investors. 
“Trust, integrity, and 
understanding your 
obligations,” she says 
are the keys to success 
with long-term 
private investors. She 
has continued to work 
with her original 
investors for 35 years, 
and to this day can 
still turn to them for 
financial backing on 
projects that come 
her way. 

In the early ’90s, 
Maureen relocated to 
St.  Pete after 
discovering the city’s 
charm through a close 
friend who was a 
longtime resident. 
She was drawn to the 

coastal beauty and saw the potential for an expansion 
of her portfolio. Her first step was the transformation 
of several multi-family homes in Bartlett Park at a 
time when the neighborhood was rough and in 
serious disrepair. From 1993 to 2007, she served as 
board member of the Bartlett Park Neighborhood 
Association.

Other than Bartlett Park and a few homes in 
Historic Uptown, most of the homes she’s restored 
have been in the Historic Old Northeast, including 
the home she and her partner now live in on 9th 
Avenue NE. Her current project, at 1020 Bay Street 
NE, will be finished in the near future. She thinks 
this home  might be her ‘swan song’ as she recently 
turned 71 and ponders whether it may be time to 
turn over the torch to someone younger.

Construction, remodeling, and architectural 
preservation – especially during the years in which 
Maureen cut her teeth in the industry – was and 
continues to be a male-dominated field. But, she 
refused to let that be a barrier. Being a woman who 
showed genuine drive, interest, and tenacity she 
believes only strengthened her ability to find male 
colleagues in the industry who were gracious, generous, 
and willing to impart their knowledge and skill-set. 

She attributes her success to surrounding herself 
with the right people, which currently includes a 
team of trusted licensed general contractors, 
engineers, and architects. She says her joy and 
satisfaction come from executing the design and 
overseeing all aspects of the project. She also has 
an eye for the little details that can make a difference 
in the final appearance. Her gift is a commitment 
to historical restoration “from foundation to finish.” 

“Finding your bliss is the true key to success,” says 
Maureen. “Listen to yourself. What do you have fun 
doing? Become conscious of what it is you do either 
daily or what you do for fun that makes you smile. 
When time passes and you are so energized you could 
work all night doing it, that’s your bliss.” Â Maureen Stafford on the job

105 8th Avenue NE “Before” (above) and “After”

MAUREEN STAFFORD: PRESERVATIONIST From page 1

Maureen‘s HGTV award-winning home in the Old Northeast, 
“Before” (above) and “After” (below)
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THE HEART GALLERY

Origami Doves
Flying high among the holy mahogany rafters
Diving and weaving
Following and pursuing
Determined to carry divine entreaties
Prayers on pointed wings
Instinctively stringing the flock
Circling back
To the universal source of authority
With the power of words and the Word
Folded with a prize in the center
Offering peace
Without making a sound

ONE Inspires
–– Jeannie carlson ––
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–– Jon Kile ––

Little Free Libraries are everywhere. They’re so common it might be hard to 
believe the first one popped up only 11 years ago in Wisconsin, a tribute by 
Todd Bol to honor his late mother. Mr. Bol’s little unlocked box where neighbors 

could take and leave books was so popular, he teamed up with a local professor to 
establish the non-profit Little Free Library. Since then, they’ve spread like wildfire. 

The movement recently reached a milestone with 100,000 ‘official’ Little 
Free Libraries. But that’s just those that are chartered and listed in the database. 
There are countless others not on the official registry. These little book boxes 
can now found in all 50 states and more than 108 countries. There’s even one 
inside a research observatory in Antarctica, placed there by a scientist with 
NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration).

Here in St. Pete, two local residents – Lorielle Holloway and Kristine 
Dowhan – are doing an especially impressive job of making sure that our local 
Little Free Libraries are having a big impact.  

Lorielle’s journey into the world of books came unexpectedly. She admits that 
when she signed up for a public-speaking class housed in the anthropology department 
at Hillsborough Community College in Tampa, she wasn’t sure what she was getting 
into. But, instructor Rebecca Todd encouraged students to get active in whatever 
topic they were studying. Lorielle chose the topic of altruism and began exploring 
community issues. Eventually, the mother of three young children decided to see 
how she could impact her children’s world. She started Cultured Books, a pop-up 
children’s bookstore in South St. Pete that is dedicated to people of color.

“Black children need to relate to the 
books they read. But it’s hard to find 
books with main characters that look 
like them,” says Lorielle.  She also 
noticed that popular books featuring 
Black protagonists all tended to focus 
on civil rights and slavery. “The only 
time you had a Black main character, 
they were in a struggle because of their 
skin color. Our kids need to read great 
stories where the characters just happen 
to look like them. There isn’t enough 
Black joy,” says Lorielle. As she 
developed her inventory, Lorielle made 
sure Cultured Books would also 
highlight Hispanic, Jewish, Native 
American, and other groups 
marginalized in popular literature. 

It wasn’t an easy task to find the right books, which were often in short 
supply at major publishers. Smaller, independent publishers had the inventory, 
but they were often more expensive. So Lorielle applied for grants and raised 
money so that she could buy books in bulk to bring down the cost. While some 
of her books are donated, Lorielle is selective as she is mindful of the Black 
community’s segregation-era experience with damaged second-hand books in 
the school system. 

As Cultured Books grew in popularity, she was approached by the Book 
Initiative and Keep St. Pete Lit to help curate Little Free Libraries in the minority 
community and jumped at the opportunity. Keep St. Pete Lit helped raise money 
to purchase books. She also created an innovative program where children can 
earn “alternative currency” by writing book reports in return for credits toward 
books, and began hosting a Saturday morning BLC (Breakfast, Literacy, 
Community), where families can pick up a hot breakfast, do art projects, and 
select books.  Going forward, she is setting up a non-profit Cultured Books 
Literacy Foundation and seeking interested board members. 

Across town, another bibliophile started her own Little Free Library experiment. 
Last May, in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, Snell Isle resident Kristine 

Dowhan, a business manager in a financial firm, and her husband Michael placed 
a china hutch full of books at the end of their driveway to see if anyone would stop 
by. She was amazed by the traffic. 

Two months later, Kristine replaced the china hutch with a large old-fashioned 
phone booth from the 1940s that was once in a pharmacy. Now it’s full of books 
in all genres for adults.  Then she decided to take it one step further. The Tampa 
Bay Times offered her a treasure trove of retired TBT boxes, which she and 
Michael began scraping, cleaning, painting, and delivering to the caring ‘stewards’ 
who agreed to provide homes for the new upcycled libraries. “It would take me 
six hours to prep one box, but Michael and I do them in an assembly line to get 
more done,” says Kristine. 

To date she has delivered 121 former TBT boxes – now Little Free Libraries 
–  to 100 locations in St. Pete, with more to come. They’re at homes, schools, 
near the Vinoy Golf Club, and even at a barbershop on Central Avenue. Some 
are painted in themes to help readers know what the boxes contain, such as boxes 
dedicated to plants, health, children’s books, and paranormal activity. 

In July 2020, Kristine founded St. Pete Shush to support all of the ‘librarians’ 
who maintain Little Free Libraries – both those who have one of her former TBT 
boxes and those who have established Little Free Libraries on their own. What 
is the significance of Shush? It’s the collective noun for a group of librarians. 

“As chief librarian, my role is to support the librarians with whatever they need 
to be successful, whether it’s more books, ideas to make their Little Free Library 
more welcoming, or digital marketing strategies for the whole group,” says Kristine. 

“When we build each other up, we rise 
together, and the entire city benefits.”   

To keep the book supply fresh and 
up-to-date, Kristine partners with 321 
Books, an overstock discount book 
retailer with huge buying power. Through 
them, she’s been able to acquire popular 
children’s books like Harry Potter and Dr. 
Seuss, Star Wars, Frozen, holiday-specific 
titles, and many books from popular 
authors that move quickly from the 
libraries.  An ongoing GoFundMe 
campaign helps fund special book 
selections, such as last year’s delivery of 
a pallet of 1,000 books by young adult 
author Rick Riordan, as well as books on 
LGBTQ+, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the 

importance of voting, and other selections surrounding current events.
Forty of the boxes from the project have been placed directly into areas with 

underserved populations, including three at the nonprofit Academy Prep Center. 
Last year, Little Free Library launched a Read in Color initiative that is focused 
specifically on bringing diverse books to the communities they serve. Over 40 
of the stewards in the Shush participate, and a sticker on their box represents 
their continued commitment to reflecting diversity in their library. 

Both Cultured Books and St. Pete Shush rely on a little extra financial help 
to support their cause. It isn’t easy building an idea during a pandemic. But 
Kristine and Lorielle have done a great job in promoting literacy and responding 
to the community’s passion for reading, which seems to be heightened by the 
isolation the pandemic has created. Next time you see a Little Free Library book 
box, you’ll know how much work goes into keeping it alive. 

Learn more about Cultured Books or St. Pete Shush at www.culturedbooks.com 
and www.stpeteshush.com. Visit St. Pete Shush’s Facebook page www.facebook.
com/StPeteShush for the latest offerings and location of book drops. Curious about 
where Little Free Libraries are located? Go to www.littlefreelibrary.org/ourmap. Â

Books reflecting diversity Kristine and Michael at their Snell Isle book box A celebration of International Literacy Day

Lorielle at Cultured Books

St. Pete’s Unique Little Free Libraries
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Your local neighbor & resource for Medicare 
Supplements, Medicare Advantage Plans, 
Prescription Drug Plans, and Under 65 
Individual and Family Health Insurance.

New Office in the The Sunshine Center
330 5th St N, Second Floor, St. Pete

More options and guidance for Medicare.

Schedule a virtual 
face-to-face appointment!

Lisa Moore  |  727-677-8040
MooreMedicareOptions.com

AROUND THE BLOCK
The Historic ONE in Beautiful Color

Rebekah Alderson Lazaridis is 
a former writer of the “Eugenia 
Woods Goes” column for the 

Northeast Journal.  She’s also an 
artist and Old Northeast native who 
has long been enchanted by the 
neighborhood and historic homes. 
One of her fondest memories is when she and her late mother, Susan Woods 
Aldeson, the former editor and photographer of the NEJ, volunteered in the 
HONNA’s Candlelight Tour, which included a stop at the home on 16th 
Avenue where her grandparents resided in the 1950s. Rebekah says she was 
very proud to be stationed as a volunteer in her mother’s childhood bedroom! 

Both Rebekah and her mother shared a genuine enthusiasm for the 
neighborhood’s charm, the historic preservation efforts and the diverse range 
of architectural styles. “While growing up, I loved going on early evening walks 
to admire the homes and seeing the glow created by the home’s interior light 
and the rosy tints that St. Pete’s stunning sunsets revealed,” she says.

Rebekah and her husband recently bought their own historic home with an 
attached art studio. During the pandemic, she pivoted her freelance business 
and started creating custom home illustrations from her home studio, an 
experience that she says has been a dream come true.

A graduate of the 
School of Art Institute of 
Chicago, Rebekah was a 
professional scenic artist 
for theatre for 20 years. She 
has shown her gallery work locally and in New York City.  Looking at her 
illustrations, it’s easy to see she has a passion for Old Northeast historic homes. 
Her skillful use of dark and light creates a luminous glow to her illustrations, 
making you want to step right inside the home or contemplate the colorful 
clouds and sunsets she uses as backdrops.  “All of the homes I’ve lived in, 
including the two where my grandparents lived, still exist and they’re as 
beautiful as ever,” says Rebekah.  

For more info on Rebekah and her work go to www.rebekahlaz.com. Follow 
her on Instagram at @homeillustrations. Â
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Officers were reelected for another 
year at the December board meeting: 
president, John Johnson; vice 
president, Kim Wolfe; treasurer, 
Charleen McGrath; secretary, Ben 
DeLozier. We look forward to a 
resumption of the many HONNA 
events and activities once the 
vaccine is available to the general 
population.                        ~ John Johnson 

HONNA Holiday Needs Drive  
One of the most overlooked age 

groups during the holiday season is 
children between the ages of 9 and 17. 
Displaced from their homes due to 
dysfunctional family situations, they 
often are forgotten during the giving 
season. HONNA conducted a 
needs-and-wishes drive December 
1-12 to benefit Eckerd Connects (an 
agency providing foster care, adoption, 
aid for the homeless, and transitional 

services for troubled youth) and 
Brookwood Florida (which provides a 
therapeutic residential program for 
troubled teen girls). 

The drive proved to be a huge 
success collecting over $2,000 in gift 
cards and more than 1,000 gift items. 
It is with gratitude that we extend 
special thanks to Marion’s on 4th and 
the Old Northeast Tavern for being 

designated drop-off sites for the drive. 
We also are grateful that the Council 
on Neighborhood Associations and the 
Historic Old Northeast LGBT Group 
did frequent Facebook postings to help 
spread the word. And thank you to the 
entire community, not only in the Old 
Northeast but in neighborhoods across 
the city. Everyone came out in an 
overwhelming way, and it brought tears 
to our eyes as well as to the agencies’ 
staffs as we delivered the gifts. As was 

Neighborhood Meeting 

On November 16, HONNA held 
an open quarterly meeting 
online. Two guest speakers were 

invited to share information. Community 
Service Officer Donald Herring spoke 
about safety, reminding us to always lock 
our car, keep our garage locked and not 
leave bikes unattended as the most 
common crimes are those of opportunity. 
If you see something suspicious, please 
call it in (the non-emergency line is 
893-7780). Dr. Linsey Grove of USF/St. 
Petersburg gave a COVID-19 update 
and answered questions. The board 
election was held and five members were 
elected for another three-year term. 
Using Zoom worked well and the next 
open quarterly meeting will also be held 
online on Monday, March 15, at 7pm. 
See the HONNA website (honna.org) 
for a link to attend.

expressed in a thank you message from 
Brookwood: “Generous friends like you 
provide some happiness for girls who 
are often times so sad.” The true 
meaning of the holiday season was 
never more evident than on that day.             

~ Anna Broshears 

“Drain to Bay” 
Throughout our Old Northeast 

neighborhood, we have many road 
drainage systems that remove rain and 
sprinkler water from our streets. 
However, when litter and other debris 
get into our streets, they will be picked 
up by the water and swept into the many 
street-corner drains, all of which flow 
directly into Tampa Bay. It is important 
to keep our streets and alleys clean of 
any debris so that we are not polluting 
our beautiful Bay. As a gentle reminder, 
when you blow your yard cuttings, 
please sweep them up or blow them into 

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF COMMUNITY •  •  • 1911-2011

ST. PETE’S JEWEL ON TAMPA BAY
Rick Carson, editor       rickcarson1@gmail.com

Celebrating traditional holidays and 
special days during the pandemic with our 
usual Historic Old Northeast style and 
flair has been challenging. We salute those 
who met the test and devised ways in 
which neighbors could 
enjoy the traditions and 
share them with neighbors 
and friends. 

Halloween

Halloween 2020 in 
the ONE brought 
us some slightly 

different masks and 
treat-delivery methods 
than in years past. 
Halloween this year saw 
many homes going with an all-black 
theme, while those that participated 
in treat handouts became very creative 
under the social distancing 
circumstances for which we are now 
all too accustomed. PVC pipe candy 
shoots from front porches seemed to 

be a popular method utilized while 
others used clothes lines and conveyor 
belts to deliver their treats to the young 
trick-or-treaters at the other end. Let’s 
hope the surgical masks are put to rest 
next year and we see more good 
old-fashioned ghost and goblin masks 
for Halloween 2021.

Holiday Parade
Thank you to all those who came out 

to participate in our inaugural Old 
Northeast Holiday Parade on Sunday, 

December 13. Residents had a great 
time and spread some cheer and joy to 
the neighborhood as the parade snaked 
through our streets just after dark. We 
saw everything from golf carts to bikes 
to scooter coupes and even a 1950 

OLD
NORTHEAST
NEIGHBORLINESS

vintage Chevy pick-up truck in the mix, 
all cheerfully decorated with lights and 
other seasonal decorations. Parade-goers 
played holiday music and wished 
onlookers Merry Christmas, Happy 
Holidays and Happy Hanukkah. Hats 
off to Frank Hay and Steve Deal for 
promoting this event through the 
NextDoor app. We hope to see even 
more participants next year!

Light Up Old Northeast
With COVID times still upon us, this 

year’s annual HONNA Candlelight 
Tour of Homes had to be 
cancelled. In lieu of this 
popular traditional event, 
HONNA hosted an 
o u t d o o r  h o l i d a y 
decorating contest to 
‘Light Up Old Northeast.’ 
Twenty-five homeowners 
participated, each of 
whom paid an entry 
donation of $25 to benefit 
the neighborhood 

association. Their addresses were 
identified on a locator map posted on 
the HONNA website which was free to 
access. The neighborhood came out in 
a big way and was filled with holiday 
lights and sparkle as a result. There were 
1,277 votes cast to determine the three 

top-place-finishers who were awarded 
with stockings filled with gift cards and 
goodies from local shops. 1st place: Mary 
Beth Saloman, 145 14th Avenue NE. 
2nd: Tiffany Freisberg, 1814 1st Street 
North. 3rd: Megan Moncrief, 195 
18th Avenue North. Special thanks to 
Frank and Steve for spearheading this 
event and working tirelessly to spread 
the word. Â~Sharon Kantner & Anna Broshears
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your yard. To help remind us of this fact, 
HONNA has received 26 plaques that 
say “Drain to Bay” that will be installed 
throughout the neighborhood at various 
drain sites. If for whatever reason you’re 
unable to unclog a drain, please report 
the problem to SeeClickFix (stpete.org/
action-center).        

~ Doug O’Dowd

The Sidewalks That Define the ONE 
Each historic district in the City has 

various attributes that define its unique 
character. In our ONE neighborhood, 
it is our hex-block sidewalks. Hexagon 
blocks – six-sided and sometimes 
multi-colored pavers – have been used 
for sidewalks in St. Petersburg since 
about 1914. Some are white, some gray, 
others blue, red, green, or yellow. 
Hex-block sidewalks are protected 
within and adjacent to historic districts, 
hexagon-block preservation districts, 
and landmarks. A hex-block sidewalk 
cannot be removed, even due to new 
construction. Do yourself a favor and 
walk through our neighborhood and 
appreciate these sidewalks with their 
various colors and patterns. Notice 
how they make the streetscape – along 

HONNA’s Shining Stars:
 “Before” and “After”

In an effort to honor 
Old NE homeowners 
for preserving or 

updating their home or 
property, and investing 

the extra dollar to keep the character 
and history of their homes intact, 
HONNA has been recognizing them 
with the Neighborhood Star Award. 
Every month, yard signs will be placed 
on properties to indicate an award. The 
STAR for January is Gene’s Carriage 
House, 316 7th Avenue N.

Watch for new STARS in the 
neighborhood monthly, and you can 
find them posted on www.honna.org in 
addition to HONNA’s Facebook page. 
We invite you to be a part of this effort, 
so please feel free to nominate a neighbor 
or a refurbished property you admire in 
the ONE. Have a home to honor? Send 
the information to Charleen McGrath 
at treasurer@honna.org. Â

January: 316 7th Avenue N “After”

January: 316 7th Avenue N “Before”

with granite curbs – feel and look more 
unique. And then imagine all of the 
residents who have walked these blocks 
throughout the years and shared the 
same feelings you do today!

If you have any issues with a 
hex-block sidewalk on your street, the 
City maintains a supply of historic 
hex-block pavers for maintenance and 
repairs where needed. Please contact 
the Stormwater, Pavement and Traffic 
Operations Department at 
727-893-7421 for more information, or 
post your issue on SeeClickFix (stpete.
org/action-center).         ~ Doug O’Dowd

ORGANIZED BY THE HEARD MUSEUM, PHOENIX, ARIZONA

THIS MFA EXHIBITION IS MADE POSSIBLE BY TINNEY RUG CLEANERS,  
STATE OF FLORIDA DIVISION OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND THE FLORIDA 
COUNCIL ON ARTS AND CULTURE, WITH ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FROM 

BANK OF AMERICA AND THE GARTH FAMILY FOUNDATION

Venancio Francis Aragon, Navajo, b. 1985, Prism of Emotions, 2019, Heard Museum Collection, 
Gift of the Heard Museum Council

COLOR RIOT! PROGRAMS

VIRTUAL COCKTAIL & COLLECTIONS 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 6:30–7:30 PM VIA ZOOM

SENSORY SATURDAYS
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 10 AM–2 PM

HOMESCHOOL HOURS: OPTICS & EYE DAZZLERS
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 10 AM–12 PM

COMMON THREAD: A CONVERSATION BETWEEN ARTISTS 
VELMA KEE CRAIG AND JESSICA OSCEOLA

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2021, 7–8:30 PM VIA ZOOM

EXPLORE MORE! DAYS
SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 11 AM–2 PM 

Register for these programs at MFAStPete.org

HONNA invites and encourages 
you to stay connected and on 
top of programs, events, and 

other happenings in our neighborhood. 
Want to learn more about the 
neighborhood, become involved, 
share ideas, learn about events and 
dates of Porch Parties, and provide 
feedback? Share/Like us at www.
facebook.com/honnaorg. 
Ways To Stay Connected:
• Visit www.honna.org
• Become a HONNA member. 

You’ll receive periodic informative 
ema i l  announcement s .  
honna.org/get-involved

• Volunteer for a project, program, 
or event (the Candlelight Tour of 
Homes, Trunk or Treat, Porch 
Parties, Crime Watch). Contact 
Anna Broshears at abroshe56@
gmail.com.

• Follow Historic Old Northeast 
Forever at www.historicoldnorth-
eastforever.org. HONF works “to 
preserve and protect our special 
neighborhood” (HONF is not 
affiliated with HONNA).

• HONNA offers a variety of flags 
that you can purchase to display 
your love for the Old Northeast. 
The four choices come in several 
color combinations: hunter green, 
burgundy, 
patriotic and 
diversity. 
You can find 
them at 
honna.org/
shop. . Â
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–– Janan talafer ––

Growing up in the United 
Kingdom, just outside of 
London, Michael Palfreyman 

loved his dad’s stories about his older 
brother Tom’s Morgan F4, a classic 
British open-air motorcar. The 
adventures they had never failed to 
impress Mike, especially hearing 
about the time the brakes failed in 
the Morgan and how his uncle 
managed to control it.

Mike decided that he, too, would 
one day own a Morgan. As a teen, 
he developed a passion for luxury 
sports cars and drove an MGB, then 
a Lotus Elite. But, they never quite 
matched up to his vision of the 
Morgan. Later, as a parent in the 
suburbs of Strasbourg, France, and 
Cincinnati, OH, Mike had to settle 
for even more utilitarian and 
certainly less exotic cars to 
accommodate his family. 

Finally, Mike’s dream has come 
true. For his 75th birthday, Mike 
acquired a 1957 Morgan Plus 4, an 
amazing car and a special gift found 
by his wife, Lois. The car has quite a 
history, which makes it even more 
fun. It was originally owned by MGM 
Studios in Hollywood and named 
Speechless after the 1994 film starring 
Michael Keaton and Geena Davis. 
The movie was panned, but the car 
earned praise for its classic styling.

After its brief moment in the 
spotlight in Hollywood, the car came 
to Florida, where the owner before 
Mike had it beautifully restored at 
Glenn’s MG and British Car Repair 
in St. Pete, which also upgraded it 
with a few features to make it more 
drivable, such as power steering. 
“The car was exactly what we were 
looking for, right down to the color,” 
said Mike. “But best of all, it was the 
exact same age as the one I heard 
about as a boy. The adventure of 
finding something like this has been 
amazing. It was the perfect set of 
circumstances. I find myself 
speechless at how childhood dreams 
really can come true.”

Speechless continues to draw 
praise, having recently won first 
prize in its category at the annual 
Sir Stirling Moss Trophy Virtual  
British Classic Car Show, which 
was sponsored by the Washington, 
DC MG Car Club and held virtually 
last October.

While Lois appreciates antique 
cars, she prefers cats and dogs. As a 
tribute to Mike and a nod to her own 
interests, she names the members of 
their ‘fleet’ of animals after exotic 
cars: Morgan and Bentley, their 
now-departed Norwegian Forest 
Cats; Alexis, their nine-year-old 
chocolate cockapoo; and Shelby, a 
three-month old golden cockapoo, 
due for delivery to Lois and Mike’s 
home in the Old Northeast this 
month. The two moved here last 
year from the Boston area and love 
the neighborhood, the Florida 
sunshine, and the diversity of the 
city, from the people to the arts. Lois 
is also happy to have found such a 
dog-friendly town.

While Mike and Lois had initially 
been thinking of being snowbirds, 
they quickly changed their mind 
after COVID forced a few months 
of social distancing here and they 
discovered everything that St. Pete 
has to offer. “There’s nothing like 
going into the backyard and 
conducting business in shorts, or 
taking a short break during the day 
to walk five blocks to the water and 
seven blocks downtown,” said Mike. 
It also made the option of having an 
open-air sports car seem more 
feasible with Florida’s year-round 
sunshine.  “I told Lois, we’re down 
here, so let’s see if we can add in the 
fun quotient,” said Mike. “That’s 
when we started looking for the 
Morgan. And the rest is history.”

Lois and Mike are looking for 
other classic car buffs with a story to 
tell. Would you like to share your 
story with Northeast Journal readers? 
Email Lois at lois.slavin2015@

gmail.com. Â

Speechless, a Dream Car Come True
KEEPING ST. PETE SPECIAL

Top: Michael Palfreyman in his car named Speechless. Center: Lois, Alexis, and Mike go for a 
spin. Above: Michael Keaton and Gina Davis in the movie Speechless; movie poster.
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PEOPLE AND PETS
Calling all residents of the Old Northeast, Snell Isle, Venetian Isles, Crescent Lake, Crescent Heights, and Downtown! 

Email your HIGH-RES digital photo to Diana Krause Geegan at dkghomes@gmail.com. Please include your name, address, phone number, and pet’s name. 

Deb Vena with Riley
Beach Drive NE

Victoria with Rusty
19th Avenue NE

Doug Byrd and Robin Clemmons with  
Hugo, Mylie, Ella, Prahna & Wendy Wiggle

Beach Drive NE

Stacy Pressman with Hershey
Downtown St. Petersburg

Robert and Kelli Gerrity with Molly 
16th Avenue North

Captain Jack Rice and KellyLee McFrederick 
with Captain the Aussiedoodle, Old Northeast

Michele Settel with Tucker
Downtown St. Pete

Lu ke with Rusty
19th Avenue NE

It’s not just a house, it’s a homeIt’s not just a house, it’s a home

727.409.3873
www.hefeldman.com

Providing quality home building and remodeling services 
in the Tampa Bay area, since 1974.

FELDMAN
& SON

B U I L D E R S  A N D  R E M O D E L E R S
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A particular challenge for Vision 2050 will be to maintain community 
character while managing new development. Looking forward, city adminis-
tration projects that by 2050 there may be as many as 367,000 residents, a 36 
percent increase in population. According to the 2050 plan, this would create 
an additional need for between 2.3 and 4 million-square-feet of new office space; 
31,000-47,000 residential dwelling units; 1.1- 1.9 million-square-feet of retail 
space; and 3,300-5,600 hotel rooms. However, as the plan notes, it’s unclear how 
the pandemic might change these numbers, which could include diminished 
in-person shopping and dining with more use of home delivery services and an 
increased acceptance of work-from-home solutions that may change the office 

market. Corporations may 
conclude that it is far more 
economical to have employees 
work from home rather than in 
large office towers.

Several goals within Growth 
and Community Character 
support the potential for 
significant population growth 
by 2050, including the 
anticipated accompanying 
economic and infrastructure 
support from additional dwelling 
units, office space, retail space, 
and hotel rooms. 

Perhaps the boldest of these goals is to “Encourage the highest use mixes, 
densities, and intensities...” and “Prioritize infrastructure improvements that 
support population and economic growth strategies.” Smart managed growth is 
important. We do want a city that will provide jobs for our children. But as Peter 
Kageyama states in his book The Emotional Infrastructure of Places, “Though 
economic growth is generally a good thing, explosive growth is not without its 
drawbacks.”  He cites in particular skyrocketing housing prices and homogenized, 
monoculture neighborhoods.

“Protecting the character and viability of neighborhoods” and “Expanding 
housing choices within the neighborhoods, corridors, and centers” are also 
important goals within Growth and Community Character. But, only one of these 
goals speaks to historic preservation. Peter Belmont, former president of Preserve 
the ’Burg, questions whether there are adequately identified strategies to sustain 
St. Petersburg’s ‘sense of place,’ which includes historic preservation, the arts, 
local business, our neighborhoods and parks. Belmont recommends that 2050 
Plan “include goals calling on the city to create and implement a comprehensive 
strategy to maintain and preserve our community’s character and to support 
partners working collaboratively on keeping St. Petersburg special.” Perhaps this 
should be prioritized, in line with “Protecting the character and viability of 
neighborhoods.” The 2020 Vision declared that “St. Petersburg’s greatest asset 
was the diversity and quality of its many neighborhoods.” The same idea remains 
true today. Consider that the Growth & Community Character theme of “Shared 
Economic Prosperity” includes the goal, “Continue to have and implement a 
comprehensive economic development strategy.” It seems appropriate to include 
a similar goal to protect and develop our community’s character. 

Another theme, Sustainability and Resiliency, addresses the challenge of climate 
change and sea-level rise, along with more frequent and intense storms and the 
resultant wind damage and flooding. Florida is the most hurricane-prone state. Just 
a Category 1 hurricane is projected to flood 41 percent of St. Petersburg’s land area. 
One of the six Sustainability goals is to “implement a resiliency strategic plan that 
protects and adapts public infrastructure from forecasted sea-level rise and other 

impacts of climate change.” Another is “allow/incentivize and regulate redevelopment 
in the Coastal High Hazard Area [CHHA] to achieve reductions of at-risk properties 
and populations, and increases of resilient development structures.” 

The City has recently changed its policy of prohibiting increases in residential 
density in the CHHA, and now permits increased density in portions of the CHHA. 
While building standards for such construction have been commendably increased, 
mandating two more feet of elevation, the strategic plan and related risk vulnerability 
assessment and infrastructure plan are yet to be accomplished.  The challenge is 
considerable. Cathy Harrelson, president of the nonprofit St. Petersburg Sustain-
ability Council, notes, “Raising sea walls in response to sea-level rise won’t solve 
the problem, given the porous karst hydro-geology underneath us. Raised sea walls 
simply drive water from rain and storm events more quickly and further into 

neighborhoods (for example Shore Acres). Expanding 
estuarine mangrove forests and wetlands along St. 
Pete’s coastline will be most protective... Raising roads 
and underground water/sewer infrastructure is and will 
be very expensive for all taxpayers, long after 
developers who benefit from the recent density 
increase move on to develop higher ground.”

There is much that is positive and encouraging for 
St. Pete’s future in the StPete2050 Vision. But given 
its breadth, it remains a challenge to discern the full 
implications of the plan. Can the current Land Use 
and Zoning Maps actually accommodate a 36 percent 
increase in population? If not, how might boundaries 
and zoning categories change? In addition, including 
the suggested comprehensive strategy or master plan 
for fostering community character is fundamental. Â

To see the entire StPete2050 Plan go to www.StPete2050.
com/index.html. Send comments to Derek Kilborn at derek.
kilborn@StPete.org. Also a survey may be taken online.

Growth and Community Character Goals
 1. Protect the character and viability of neighborhoods.  
 2. Expanding housing choices within neighborhoods, corridors, and 

centers.  
 3. Promote the city’s architectural and urban design quality through land 

development regulations, including building and streetscape design.
 4. Create more mixed-use, walkable areas served and connected by 

multi-modal transportation systems consistent with Complete 
Neighborhoods and Complete Streets principle.  

 5. Encourage the highest use mixes, densities and intensities and the 
highest level of multi-modal transportation service centers.

 6. Support redevelopment of transformational sites, including Innovation 
District and Tropicana Field, to bring opportunities for higher education, 
research, and attainable housing.

 7. Expand corridor redevelopment opportunities, while maintaining 
appropriate transitions to adjacent neighborhoods, such as along 22nd 
Street S. Corridor in support of Deuces Rising initiative.  

 8. Consider opportunities to address the emotional infrastructure of our 
community, embracing emotional awareness by incorporating 
emotional design elements into the built environment.

 9. Create high-quality, walkable streetscapes in centers and corridors.  
 10. Expand use mixes in industrial districts to reflect changing business 

and marker innovations and allow greater business development 
opportunities, including maker support uses such as art galleries and 
gathering spaces, educational, vocational and apprenticeship programs.

 11. Preserve existing public open spaces and environmental preserves and 
expand these when feasible.

 12. Allow/incentivize redevelopment in the Coastal High Hazard Area 
that reduces at-risk properties and populations and increases resilient 
development and structures.

 13. Prioritize infrastructure improvements that support population and 
economic growth strategies.

 14. Protect and preserve historically and culturally significant buildings, 
structures, and landscapes.

 15. Continue with innovative approaches to implementing regulatory tools 
addressing growth and development, (such as residential FAR design 
bonuses, Storefront Conservation Overlay, and CHHA design 
standards).

 16. Preserve industrial/employment centers to provide opportunities for 
all types of employment generating businesses.

StPete2050 Vision Themes
• Arts & Culture
• Attainable Housing
• Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
• Education
• Growth & Community Character
• Healthy Communities
• Parks, Recreation, and Open Space
• Shared Economic Prosperity
• Sustainability & Resilience
• Transportation and Mobility

STPETE2050 Continued from page 1
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St.  Pete’s  most reliable!
©

Dog Walk ing & 
Petsit t ing

Hou se Check+

Learn more online, or call us any time.

We offer many services that relieve your 
stress and take care of things when you’re 
out. Whether it’s daily workday walks for 
Fido or keeping an eye on the homestead in 
your absence. 

aWalk AroundTheBlock.com 727-483-4554
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Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. Property information herein is derived from 
various sources including, but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate.

BUY WITH US, SELL WITH US

SOLD! HIGHEST SALE PRICE IN PAST YEAR IN CAYA COSTA
1136 Tortuga Circle NE, Caya Costa, St. Petersburg

Last listed at $1,595,000 

SOLD! THIRD TRANSACTION WITH CUSTOMER 
201 8th Avenue North, Old Northeast, St. Petersburg

Last listed at $689,000

SOLD FOR OVER ASKING PRICE! | UNDER CONTRACT IN 1 DAY!
123 Bay Point Drive NE, Snell Isle, St. Petersburg

$3,400,000

SOLD! HIGHEST PRICED SALE IN OLD NORTHEAST SINCE 2017!
726 19th Avenue NE, Historic Old Northeast, St. Petersburg

Last listed at $3,075,000

SOME OF OUR RECENTLY SOLD PROPERTIES

SOLD AT RECORD BREAKING PRICE!
7001 Bethel Way South, “Pink Streets,” St. Petersburg

Last listed for $850,000 

SOLD! UNDER CONTRACT IN FIVE DAYS!
1 Beach Drive SE #1902, Bayfront Tower, St. Petersburg

Last listed at $1,100,000 

SOLD FOR FULL PRICE!
1325 Snell Isle Boulevard NE #712, Snell Isle, St. Petersburg

Last listed at $910,000 

$125+ MILLION SOLD  |  Top 1% of REALTORS® in Pinellas County

Snell Isle & Old NE Residents and Market Experts
Judy Holland, CNE, CLHMS, REALTOR®, BROKER ASSOCIATE
Caryn Rightmyer, CNE, CLHMS, REALTOR®

Tess Mullinax, REALTOR®

727.401.1771
HollandAndRightmyer.com
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–– Jeannie carlson ––

After Carol Ulmer retired, she 
found her true calling. It’s not 
as if she didn’t enjoy her career 

before she began volunteering at 
Kiwimbi International. It’s just that 
Kiwimbi offered this Old Northeast 
resident the opportunity to make a real 
difference in the world. 

A Swahili word for ripple or wave, 
Kiwimbi has been providing educational 
opportunities for children in the 
Sub-Saharan African country of Kenya 
since 2012. On its website, Kiwimbi 
offers this beautiful poetic description 
of its efforts... “as a drop in the water 
that sends out ripples leading to natural 
growth and development: a plant 
growing with the help of the water and 
the red earth around it.” 

Carol calls Kiwimbi International 
a small grassroots organization. But it 
has a big impact with a three-fold 
mission: delivering library services to over 50 public schools; offering an 8th-grade 
learning program to enhance students’ English and math skills; and vocational 
training in tailoring, sewing, and carpentry for young adults.

The group’s 2019 annual report notes some impressive accomplishments, 
including giving over 46,000 students access to books, offering daily lunch to 225 
students and 35 staff members, and supporting 22 schools with services every 
week. As an example of Kiwimbi’s ripple effect, four independent organizations 
in Kenya are replicating Kiwimbi’s model. 

Carol first learned about Kiwimbi when she was working as the director 
of development and marketing for the Wharton Institute for Performing Arts 
in New Jersey. One of Wharton’s board members, Lynne Rathgeber, had 
resigned to start Kiwimbi International, a 501c3 public charity based in New 

Vernon, New Jersey that provides oversight and support to make Kiwimbi 
Kenya possible. 

Carol stayed in touch with Lynne, and in 2014, after she retired from Wharton 
herself, Carol immediately reached out to see about volunteering opportunities 
with Kiwimbi International. That summer, she leapt at the chance to go with a 
small group to see firsthand what the program in Kenya was all about. That visit 
was pivotal; it was all she needed to become a firebrand for the organization. “I 
jumped in with both feet,” she says. 

Now six years later, she’s an  active volunteer and has served on the board and 
as treasurer. Carol says that in the time she’s been volunteering with Kiwimbi, 
the organization has made significant progress. “There’s more structure, smaller 
class sizes, more critical thinking, and we are able to measure results, and track 
effectiveness,” she says. In 2015, Kiwimbi Kenya received its approval as an NGO 
(Non-Governmental Organization). 

On Carol’s most recent trip to Kenya in 2018, her husband, Ken Degen joined 
her as they visited Kiwimbi schools and explored the area. Kenya is known as a 
country of great beauty and great poverty, says Carol. They went hiking in the 
hills of western Kenya, not far from the village of Amagoro, where Kiwimbi is 
helping underserved populations in the extremely rural area of Busia County. 
They also visited Nairobi, the capital and largest city in Kenya, where they were 
toured the home of Danish writer Isak Denison, author of many books, including 
Out of Africa and Babette’s Feast, both of which became popular movies.

Since Kenya sits near the equator, there are 12 hours of sunlight every day 
year round. The country’s two official languages are English and Swahili, although 
Carol notes that there are 72 ethnic groups with their own languages. The local 
ethnic language in Busia County, seat of the Kiwimbi program, is Teso.

While visiting one of the local primary schools, Carol received a gift of a live 
rooster. A gift like this might be a surprise to a westerner, but receiving a live 
animal, whether a chicken, goat, or lamb, is considered the highest honor because 
it is an offering of fresh food and nourishment in a place where hunger is rampant. 
What did she do with the rooster? She gave it to a colleague. “I’m sure it provided 
a good meal for people who needed it,” says Carol. 

GOODNESS INDEED

Carol, Kindness & Kiwimbi

Carol with staff and teachers  at Kiwimbi in Kenya

Above: Carol Ulmer visiting Kenya.  Below left: Students at Kiwimbi. Below right: Carol’s 
husband Ken during their visit to Kiwimbi.
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Carol’s background has made her an asset to Kiwimbi. She has an MBA from 
Boston University and a BA in mathematics and economics from William Smith 
College. Before working at the Wharton Institute for Performing Arts, she spent 
most of her professional career in corporate banking, managing a portfolio of 
corporate clients and overseeing business development, marketing of corporate 
finance products, credit structuring, and credit assessment.

She and Ken moved into their bungalow on 8th Avenue in the Old Northeast 
in 2017. “We love the trees and the character of the older neighborhood, and 
the people are very friendly,” says Carol. The couple’s 6 ½-year-old terrier mix, 
Riley, is also happy here. “St. Pete is very dog friendly,” says Carol. The couple 
appreciate St. Pete’s rich arts, music, and cultural scene. Music and art are pursuits 
that Carol incorporates into her life as more than a spectator. She enjoys taking 
watercolor classes at the Morean Arts Center and piano lessons from a local 
concert pianist. 

A longtime member of the Unitarian Universalist Church, Carol joined the 
local church at Mirror Lake and volunteers as chair of the annual giving team. 
She and Ken are empty nesters now that their children – 26-year-old twins – are 
on their own. Their daughter is a creative director in New York City and their 
son is a pilot currently living in St. Thomas in the US Virgin Islands. 

In Carol’s world, everything circles back to Kiwimbi. For Americans, it is 
difficult to imagine students not having access to a 21st-century classroom and 
education. In rural western Kenya, children often walk barefoot four-to-five miles 
to school. Each school has between 200 and 1,000 students in a classroom that 
may only consist of some desks, plastic chairs, a blackboard, and a teacher.

The progress Kiwimbi has made so far has given Carol hope for the future. 
Kiwimbi’s certificate preparatory program gives 8th-grade students in Busia County 
free school lunches, in-school assistance, and educational camps to help them 
pass an important primary-education exam. Only those who pass the test are 
permitted to attend school beyond 8th grade. Kiwimbi is a success story – 40 
percent of its 8th-grade students pass the test, compared to only 3 percent of public 
school students in similar rural areas. Without a secondary-school education, the 
population is thwarted from progressing beyond a life of subsistence farming. 

Although Kiwimbi is currently focused only on students in Busia County, 
ultimately it could bring empowerment through education to other impoverished 
countries. Carol says Kiwimbi’s “promise” is an opportunity that can ultimately 
cancel out poverty and change the world. Â

For more information go to www.kiwimbi.org or contact Carol at carolulmer5@gmail.com. 

HOUSE CALLS
FOR KIDS 

House Calls and Telemedicine
Urgent care and Sick visits done when 
and where you need them! 

Available 7 days a week
0-18 years old

WWW.HOUSECALLSFORKIDSFL.COM

See Service Areas & 
Request House Calls @ 

 NOW
 O
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Jim is no stranger to spending time in the woods, either. He grew up just 
outside the city limits of St. Petersburg. This was the early 1950s, when dirt 
roads, dairy farms, and orange groves were common and there were plenty of 
undeveloped wooded areas to explore. It might have been the perfect childhood 
except for a series of tragic accidents that changed Jim’s life in ways that are hard 
to imagine. The one common denominator in all of the incidents was being 
rescued by local firefighters. 

In the first experience, Jim recalls local firefighters rescuing the family after 
their home burned to the ground. A year or so later, when he was four, fireman 
came to the rescue once again when a terrible car accident left Jim and two of 
his brothers trapped in the backseat. Sadly, his mother and another brother, an 
infant, didn’t survive. Although Jim’s father was fine physically, he was never the 
same again emotionally.

By the time Jim was six, he was fending for himself, at first earning money 
by pulling weeds for a local nursery and then getting up early to tackle several 
paper routes. When he wasn’t working or in school, he spent as much time 
outside as possible, even camping out by himself for a few days a time, setting 
up his tent near the former Hood’s Dairy near 62nd Avenue North, and 
sometimes on Weedon Island. You could definitely say he grew up in the 
woods. Nature was his solace. “Being outdoors gave me peace – the trees, the 
animals, and the stars were my comfort,” says Jim. “Inside a building, I felt 
closed in.” 

children and “a zillion” pet cats, birds, dogs, chickens, ducks, and rabbits. The 
kids grew up enjoying the outdoors as much as their parents, with camping, 
canoeing, and hiking being part of their lifestyle.

Over the years, the family would spend a few days here and there at the New 
York cottage, but it wasn’t until retirement that Jim and Eva decided to transform 
the home into something liveable. “It was really ramshackle and rundown,” says 
Jim. “No one had actually lived in it for about 25 years.” Slowly, he began fixing 
everything from the foundation and the roof to the walls and the plumbing, 
turning it into their little slice of paradise.

In fact, because of COVID, this past year was the first time since 2006 that 
they didn’t spend the summer in New York. How did they spend their time 
instead? You might have seen them out for a drive around St. Pete in their 
mint-condition 1955 Chevy Belleair with its crank windows and vintage 
red-and-white paint job. “We raised all of the kids in that car. It’s been up and 
down the country, from New York and back,” said Jim. Â

Unlike today, the only danger was when the flames of his campfire sparked 
nearby brush fires – bringing firemen to the rescue! It’s not surprising that years 
later, Jim would become a fireman and paramedic himself. “I figured that I should 
repay my debt to the community,” he says. Looking back, he says that “both roles 
were a natural for me, but being a paramedic was most beneficial for me and the 
community. I could easily relate to tragedy, overwhelming grief, and those 
struggling to make sense of one’s life. I was fortunate to have a career doing and 
being where I needed to be.”

After high school, Jim left to serve overseas in the US Army and then had a 
stint with the merchant marines. After coming back to St. Pete to settle down, 
he met Eva met through a mutual friend. “I made her dinner and I was hooked 
as soon as she put on an apron to clean up and wash the dishes,” says Jim with a 
big smile. “From a young age, I always knew that I wanted to get married, be a 
good husband, and have children to make up for everything I missed.” He and 
Eva have been married 41 years, creating a life together that included four 

Eva on the front porch of the cottage and in her rustic cottage kitchen. Autumn harvest in Upstate New York.

Jim and Eva in the kitchen of their Crescent Heights home

A UNIQUE SNOWBIRD LIFESTYLE Continued from page 1



NORTHEAST JOURNAL January/February 2021 Page 27

Serving you everyday
is our pleasure Thank you for

supporting us
See you soon 

Follow us on 

399 11TH AVE N
ST. PETERSBURG
FL 33701 

(727) 256-9770 (727) 317-4971

4393 GULF BLVD 
ST PETE BEACH, 
FL 33706

(727) 302-0777

2424 Tyrone BLvd NOrth
ST. PETERSBURG
FL 33710

www.grandhacienda.com

New
location

We care to be safe

DINING GUIDE
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How long have you lived in St. Pete 
and where are you from originally?
Originally from Savannah, GA. I’ve 
lived in St Pete since 1992.

Best hidden gem(s) in St. Pete? 
Our parks throughout the city and 
county

Top two places in the world on your 
bucket list? 
Australia and Africa

What famous person, current or past, 
would you like to meet and why? 
Perry Snell, the developer of Snell 
Isle

Favorite sport, recreational activity, 
or hobby?
Anything to do with the water! 

A great movie you’d recommend? 

How long have you lived in St. Pete 
and where are you from originally?
I have lived in St. Pete off and on for 
about 10 years. I am from Englewood, 
just south of Sarasota.

Best hidden gem(s) in St. Pete? 
Crescent Lake Park 

Top two places in the world on your 
bucket list? 
Greece and New Zealand, again

Favorite sport, recreational activity, 
or hobby?
College football 

A great movie you’d recommend? 
The Proposal

If you could have one super power 
what would it be?
Mind reading

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Bonnie Hargrett
Monterey Blvd Snell Isle

Kristin Sochet, M.D.
21st Ave. NE

Love Story

If you could have one super power 
what would it be?
Reading minds

Favorite restaurant in St. Pete?
Red Mesa 

If you were a dog, what breed would 
you be? 
Poodle

Tell us about a situation or a person 
who has inspired you. 
Our veterans

Current book you’ve read and would 
recommend?
Everywhere That Tommy Goes by 
Howard K. Pollack, our Snell Isle 
resident

Tell us about an accomplishment of 
which you are proud.
After 18 years in banking, I started 
my own merchant credit card 
processing business renown for our 
quality customer service at very 
affordable pricing.

Something people might not know 
about you? 
I’m a cancer survivor, and mentor 
others recently diagnosed.

What do you do for a living – what 
do you enjoy about it? 
Retired and do volunteer work, 
helping those less fortunate.

Favorite restaurant in St. 
Pete?
Brick and Mortar

If you were a dog, what 
breed would you be? 
Australian Shepherd

Tell us about a situation or a 
person who has inspired you. 
A recent patient of mine – 
young, married with a small 
child – now completely 
paralyzed.  Still positive 
and appreciative of the life 
he has. Truly inspiring.

Current book you’ve read and would 
recommend?
Haven’t – my life has been too busy.  

Tell us about an accomplishment of 
which you are proud.
My best accomplishment happened 
six years ago when I became a mom.

Something people might not know 
about you? 
I’m a 6th generation Floridian.

Tell us something about your family. 
I have been married to Anthony for 
11 ½ years.  We met in medical 
school.  We have two children, Evie, 
age 6 and Ben, 3. Our favorite thing 
to do is simply spend quality time 
together. We love being outside and 
enjoy all activities water related.

What do you do for a living – what 
do you enjoy about it? 
Family practice physician. I love 
what I do.
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TAMPA BAY’S MOST AWARDED OPTICAL

AROUND THE BLOCK
St. Pete’s Newest Creative Venture: The Factory & Fairgrounds

It’s strange how the world works. The Northeast Journal asked me to write 
about The Factory, the new creative arts destination in the Warehouse Arts 
District. In a remarkable twist, I realized that I was one of the artists invited 

to be part of Fairgrounds, the anchor tenant at The Factory.
Most likely, readers haven’t heard yet about The Factory, but this innovative 

destination is expected to become a major hub for the St. Pete creative arts 
scene. Plans call for it to include a combination of small artist studios, offices 
for arts-related nonprofits, and a large 
space for the type of unusual art installations 
that Fairgrounds hopes to offer. 

In addition to Fairgrounds, so far the 
SHINE Mural Festival has moved into The 
Factory, and so has Keep St. Pete Lit, a 
nonprofit local literary organization. 
Several artists and galleries are there, too. 
More are expected, but the pandemic has 
forced everyone to rethink the original 
plan and take it one step at a time.

The idea behind The Factory is an 
interesting story, says Kara Behar, executive 
director of Behar + Peteranecz Architecture 
firm. She and her husband, architect Jordan 
Behar, are the creative visionaries behind 
the venture, along with their long-time 
friend Liz Dimmitt, who is both the managing partner of Dimmitt Chevrolet and 
the CEO & co-founder of Fairgrounds. 

“We were looking for a creative space near our architectural firm in South 
St. Pete and one day, as we walked the neighborhood knocking on a few doors, 
one of our neighbors told us about a property,” says Kara. The property was a 
6.5-acre parcel of land with eight warehouses that Madico Window Film 
owned. The manufacturer was relocating to a new headquarters and putting 
everything up for sale. 

The location is ideal. It sits directly next to the Pinellas Trail and within 
the radius of the Morean Center for Clay at the Historic Train Station as well 

as the Duncan McClellan Gallery. Although the property was bigger than 
they had originally planned, “being ambitious, we put in an offer that day,” 
says Kara. 

The size of the space was also perfect for what Liz hoped to create – a 
permanent large-scale interactive immersive art experience like Meow Wolf’s 
exhibits in Sante Fe, Las Vegas and Denver. She began collaborating with 
Mikhail Mansion, an art and technology entrepreneur who designs and installs 
experimental and immersive media art installations around the world. Liz has 

a background in this type of art, too. In 2016, she helped produce an immersive 
art installation that filled Amalie Arena with an “ocean” of 1.2 million 
recyclable white balls. Now the two are rolling out Fairgrounds, which will be 
just as unique. The venue’s signature exhibit, Floridarama, features 25+ artist-
created custom dioramas depicting tiny worlds of unique possibilities.

Look for more details about both The Factory and Fairgrounds this spring. 
“We envision a broad array of performance art and community minded events 
that bring people together in a safe and organic manner,” says Kara. “As 
supporters of the local arts community, we saw an opportunity to build 
something truly unique.” Â                ~ Brandy Stark

Left: The @Floridarama Pop-Up last December. Right: Elizabeth Barenis’ diorama for Floridarama
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The Clean-Up Continues: Coffeepot Bayou Watershed Alliance

Thank you to the many volunteers who despite the pandemic continue to 
support our ongoing efforts to sustain and nurture our little slice of paradise. 
Last fall we tackled successful projects at Bird Island Rookery, Coffee Pot 

Bayou, Ramon Creek Rehabilitation, and clean up after storm damage from 
Tropical Storm Eta. 

October is the month when birds are not breeding, making it possible for us 
to work on Bird Island with minimal disruption to our feathered friends. A team 
of seven met at the dock at Brian Bell’s home on Brightwaters Blvd. for a work 
project coordinated with the Bird Island Trustees. We removed fishing line, lures, 
and other items from the island and shoreline mangroves, hauling away an 
estimated 50 pounds of trash, which St. Thomas Church allowed us to toss in the 
church dumpster. We also straightened signs on the island and pruned a few 
mangrove branches to make the signs more visible. The goal is to make visitors 
aware that this is a special place and to please keep your distance. 

After the cleanup, one of our volunteers, P. Allen Patrick, felt compelled to 
send this email: “In my over 40 years living on Snell Isle, I have respectfully circled 
Bird Island many times on my boat to show out-of-town guests this special place. 
Circling it today within arm’s length for preservation purposes was a heartfelt 
privilege. Then, I stepped underneath the mangrove canopy to walk in the birds' 
world to clear fishing line and other trash. This provided a special perspective of 
the nesting sites in the mangroves above, and reinforced the cleanup’s purpose: 
the unfortunate toll that fishing line takes. Thank you for providing me with the 
privilege of participating in this memorable adventure.” 

For the Ramon Creek Project, 15 volunteers and two contracting firms removed 
over 12 tons of invasive trees and shrubs, as well as accumulated debris. The team 

Shorecrest Grad Named Rhodes Scholar

Jackson Stovall Willis – a 2015 Shorecrest 
alumnus and son of Old Northeast residents 
Sally and Robert Willis – has been named a 

     Rhodes Scholar. This highly esteemed scholarship 
allows outstanding students from around the world 
to pursue postgraduate study at the University of 
Oxford in England.  

Jackson will leave for Oxford this fall.  He points 
out that the word “Oxford” comes from a frequent 
river crossing that grew into a town, and today 
scholars pass through Oxford from around the 
world. He says he looks forward to this crossroads 
of people and ideas, and sharing something of St. 
Petersburg in return.

According to the Rhodes Trust, the scholarship 
is a “life-changing opportunity for young people with 
the potential to make a difference for good in the 
world.” Jackson hopes to fulfill this mission.  “The 
idea is to take the educational enrichment the 
scholarship gives and then pay it back with public service,” he says. “I'll do my best.” 

He joins a prestigious group of American Rhodes Scholars whose alumni 
include the astronomer Edwin Hubble, former US Secretary of State Dean Rusk, 
and former president Bill Clinton. “After a little disbelief, my overwhelming 
emotion is gratitude,” says Jackson. “I am tremendously lucky and indebted to 

The Last Word 
Around the Block

labored 100-plus hours to improve the habitat for wildlife in this small, but 
important patch of mangrove habitat situated along Ramon Way NE. We also 
contracted to plant four native trees – two Geiger and two Silver Buttonwood 
– in the easement area by the creek. Both were uprooted by the Eta storm and 
replanted. Once established, the trees should do well with neighbors adjacent to 
the site agreeing to take care of them.

We were equally successful in the Coffeepot Bayou cleanup near the Masonic 
Home. Thirty-one volunteers picked up assorted plastic, metal cans, paper, straw, 
tobacco products, and glass for a total of 31 bags (227 pounds) of trash. We also 
collected 112 pounds of wood from dock timbers, which we brought to St. 
Augustine’s Episcopal Church on 26th Avenue South for use in the Benison 
Community Garden.

The aftereffects of Tropical Storm Eta also prompted volunteer action. Besides 
damaging or destroying several boat docks along the Snell Isle shoreline, the storm 
surge inundated the Masonic Home easement area and deposited a large volume 
of trash in the corridor – further evidence of the major problem we have with 
plastic pollution in Tampa Bay. Fortunately, we were able to muster a crew and 
remove the trash. 

We couldn’t undertake these projects without community involvement. We 
appreciate Keep Pinellas Beautiful, our partner in this important work, and the 
many groups whose support we count on, including Boy Scout Troop 219, 
Canterbury School of Florida, Keep Pinellas Beautiful, Masonic Home of Florida, 
Saint Thomas Episcopal Church, Snell Isle Property Owners Association, Tampa 
Bay Estuary Program, and Tampa Bay Water. 

Our next clean up will be held in March. Look for the date and location 
information at Keep Pinellas Beautiful, www.kpbcares.org or the Snell Isle Property 
Owners Association at www.enjoysnellisle.com. Â        ~ Walt Jaap

my parents, my brother, teachers, and mentors for 
the support that has led to this opportunity.”

Jackson grew up in St. Pete and is the fifth 
generation of the family to live in the 1925 Old 
Northeast home built by his great-great-grandfather 
Benjamin Armstrong Miner. At Shorecrest, 
Jackson was valedictorian of his class, and also 
named the school’s first US Presidential Scholar. 
He received a bachelor’s degree in humanities and 
economics from Yale University in 2020, after 
taking a year’s leave between his junior and senior 
year to participate in the Peace Corps Response 
program in Guinea, West Africa.  Jackson was also 
executive director of the Yale Hunger and 
Homelessness Action Project, Yale’s largest service 
organization.

The Rhodes Scholar program has been offering 
students the chance to study at Oxford since 1903.  
It’s highly competitive – only 32 students from the 

US are selected each year to participate. Students receive full financial support 
to pursue a two-year degree in their area of concentration. Jackson plans to study 
Economics for Development, a pursuit that he says looks at “how communities 
work together to create prosperity and alleviate social ills, such as poverty, poor 
public health, and homelessness.”  Â

Ramon Creek volunteer crew Shorecrest crew picking up trash

Jackson Stovall Willis (L) sits with his brother Walker, a sophomore 
at Davidson College, and their two border collies Zoe and Brassie 
on the steps of their home in the Old Northeast.



Located on Mirror Lake, Reflection will feature 81 luxury 
condominium residences, offering expansive floorplans  
and modern amenities. Starting in the $500s

YOUR NEXT 
BRILLIANT MOVE

THE SALES GALLERY IS 
NOW OPEN AND TAKING 
RESERVATIONS.
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LOCAL ♥ GLOBAL REACH
Our Global Partners 

Ali Bearnarth, REALTOR®

10 Papaya Street #601*
Mandalay Beach Club 

Sold for $1,725,000

4900 59th Avenue S* 
Bay Isles 

Last listed at $1,579,000

1328 45th Street N* 
North St. Pete 

Last listed at $289,999

 226 5th Avenue N #906
Walker Whitney

Last listed at $650,000

320 Coffee Pot Riviera NE 
3 Bed | 4 Bath | 3,075 SF 

Last listed at $2,290,000

Let me put my knowledge and experience  
to work for you in 2021!

Live “blissfully” in this extraordinary Bliss Penthouse
A once in a lifetime opportunity to own this magnificent Penthouse home that is located in the beautiful, boutique-style 
“Bliss” condominium in the heart of Downtown St. Petersburg. This extraordinary 2-level penthouse is the epitome of 
luxury living, with an open floor plan that offers spectacular panoramic waterfront and city views from the oversized, floor 
to ceiling windows that encase the entire home. This 4,200+ SF residence is brilliantly crafted and features 4 bedrooms, 
4.5 baths, 2 oversized balconies, 4 parking spaces, and a private elevator inside of the residence. This home is perfect for 
entertaining and is equipped with a gourmet chef’s kitchen that consists of WOLF appliances, 6 burner gas stovetop, Subzero 
refrigeration, a wine refrigerator, solid wood, soft-close cabinetry, solid stone countertops and an oversized island with ample 
seating.  The immaculate workmanship and intricate attention to detail this home has to offer sets it apart from the rest!  

Co-Listed with Christopher Pitre

*Participated in sale.
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1325 Snell Isle Blvd NE #402*
Water Club at Snell Isle 
Last listed at $875,000
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