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–– Janan Talafer ––

Sometimes a simple synchronicity can be life-changing in 
ways we couldn’t dream of at the time. That’s what happened 
for Barbara Rhode, a St. Petersburg licensed marriage and 

family therapist and founder of the Red Tent Women’s Initiative. 
Barbara had just finished reading Anita Diamant’s book, The 

Red Tent – a compelling fiction about the ancient tradition of 
women seeking comfort in each other’s company while they spent 
time in the “red tent.” The book reinforced Barbara’s belief that 
for many women, having a safe space to share their feelings and 
experiences was very much missing in today’s society.

At an estate sale a few months later, she had the odd sensation 
that something was wrong from the minute she walked into the 
house. “Everything in the home was for sale, even the previous 
owner’s hairbrush,” says Barbara. “It was as if she had left one 
morning and not returned.” Then she learned that the 
homeowner, recently divorced and depressed, had taken her life. 

“It was a very heavy experience,” Barbara recalls. “I felt sad 
that she felt there were no other options. As I got ready to leave, 
I felt the need to walk through her bedroom. And there on her 
nightstand was the book, The Red Tent. It was like the universe 
flicked me in the head to tell me to pay attention.”

Barbara bought the book and placed it on the shelf in her 
office. It’s a reminder about the power of connection. It also led 
to Barbara founding the Red Tent Women’s Initiative, a nonprofit 
program dedicated to helping incarcerated women heal 
unresolved trauma and turn their lives around.

In recognition of her success, Barbara was named one of the 
L’Oreal Paris Women of Worth for 2020. For the past 15 years, 
L’Oreal Paris has selected ten “extraordinary women who selflessly 
volunteer their time to serve their communities.” The honorees 
receive $10,000 to support their continued philanthropic work.

“When I got the call, I didn’t know that our former CEO had 
nominated me, so I thought it was a joke at first,” says Barbara. 
It was quite an honor, and Barbara says she was selected not only 
for the work the organization does, but also for the story behind 
how the Red Tent Initiative came to be.

In 2007, after many years in private practice as a counselor 
specializing in trauma resolution, Barbara was hired by the 
Goodwill Suncoast Residential Re-entry Center to help women 
transitioning back into society after serving jail time on drug 
charges. It wasn’t long before it became apparent to Barbara that 

Continued on page 20

Changing Lives With  
the Red Tent Initiative 

Continued on page 8 Barbara Rhode (left) and Meg Hogan of the Red Tent Women’s Initiative

Mirror Lake – a place of beauty, rich in history – is the city’s Civic Center with City Hall, Carnegie Library, 
Sunshine Center, Coliseum and Recreation Complex, Adult Education Center, Judicial Building, and State Building.

John and Lien Satino with their dog Mino out for a drive in the vintage Edsel

–– Will Michaels ––

Take a stroll around the Mirror Lake neighborhood and soak in the beauty and history of 
the area, as well as the unique architecture of the buildings. The neighborhood is rich in 
1920s-era architecture and a feast for the eyes. Styles include Beaux Arts, Masonry 

Vernacular, Mediterranean Revival, Modern, and Moorish. More recent buildings include the 
modernist Judicial Building, the Sebring State Offices, and Wannemacher-Jensen Architects.

Mirror Lake itself is the only lake downtown and believed to be part of a string of ancient 
lakes that also includes Crescent Lake. The lakes offered Native Americans a source of fresh 
water long before Europeans arrived. H.A. Weir acquired 40 acres near Mirror Lake in 1876, 
and for a while the lake was known as Weir Lake. The city’s original plat included about 
two-thirds of Mirror Lake, then called Reservoir Lake. It was of quite different shape than the 
present arrowhead configuration.

Mirror Lake: Beauty & History

–– saManTha Bond richMan ––

Imagine getting paid for your hobby. Shore Acres resident John Satino does just that. He’s a car 
guy from way back in his childhood, hanging out in his stepdad’s garage, and later fixing cars 
needing a lot of work, which he bought from the ‘back lot’ of the local Chevy dealership and 

then sold for a profit. He was changing out engines and transmissions even before he had his 
driver’s license in his original state of Ohio. Since 1984, his car collection has been featured in 
numerous television and movie productions, sometimes generating a nice daily stipend, though 
clearly John would collect cars with or without the added attention. 

John’s current collection consists of “about 20” cars, including Bentleys, Ferraris and a 
Hummer. He keeps about 10 of them at his “custom-built for vehicle-storage” stilt home in Shore 
Acres. This is how he came to own one very famous Edsel – the vehicle with huge marketing 
excess that turned sour for Ford Motor Company when consumers realized the cars were lemons.

Imagine Getting Paid  
for Your Hobby
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Neuropathy occurs in the feet or hands as a result of nerve
damage. Over time, the nerves lose blood supply due to
constriction which causes them to degenerate. They start
sending abnormal signals to the brain as nerve damage
progresses.

People with Peripheral Neuropathy describe the pain as
stabbing, burning, or tingling.  Some people experience
numbness as the nerve damage progresses. Once sensation
is lost in the feet, balance problems start to occur and you
may be at risk of falling. If it is in your hands, you may
experience weakened grip and begin to drop things. 

Your doctor may have told you that you'll just have to live
with your neuropathy symptoms but neuropathy relief CAN be
achieved!  We provide nonpharmaceutical pain relief
solutions to help your neuropathy symptoms.  For most of our
patients, neuropathy can be reduced, or even eliminated and
has an 87% relief rate in only 12 weeks. We are passionate
about what we do and our patients are excited about the
results they are getting. 

Dr. Matthew Mann, DAOM, AP is an expert in the field of
acupuncture, especially when it comes to chronic and
seemingly hopeless cases. 

Do you have difficulty
sleeping at night because of
the burning in your feet or
hands? 
Do you have difficulty
walking, shopping, or doing
activities for more than 30
minutes?
Does strolling on the sandy
beach feel like you are
walking on broken glass? 
Are you struggling with
balance and living with the
fear that you may fall?
Are you tired of taking
medications such as
GABAPENTIN, NEURONTIN,
CYMBALTA, or LYRICA that
aren't working or have
uncomfortable side effects?
Has your doctor told you to
"just live with the pain"? 
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8855 DR MLK JR ST N STE 101
ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33702 727 - 235 - 0435

 

ASK YOURSELF... 

Do you experience tingling, burning,
numbness, or pain in the hands or feet?

  Have you been diagnosed with

     PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY?

During your consultation, you
will receive a neuropathy
sensory deficit exam and we
will listen... REALLY LISTEN
to your concerns. Treatments
can begin the SAME DAY if
you are qualified as a
candidate for this procedure.  

DON'T SUFFER ANY LONGER!

THERE ARE OPTIONS!

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE



727 498 0610
sarah@howepg.com
don@howepg.com
sarahanddonhowe.com

SAR AH & DON HOWE
#1 ST PETE TEAM 2017-2020

PREPARING YOUR HOME 
FOR SALE
We work with you to determine 
what can be done to your home to 
entice buyers and help maximize 
your return on investment.

STYLING YOUR HOME
We personally stage and 
style our listings to help make 
your home market-ready. 
See the transformations at 
sarahanddonhowe.com

WORKING FOR YOU
As your partners, we are prepared 
and comprehensive. We don't just 
put a sign in your yard, we are 
with you from start to finish and 
work hard to get it done! 

RECENTLY SOLD PROPERTIES
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1205 13TH ST N
LIST PRICE $650,000

SOL
D

224 ARANDA ST NE
LIST PRICE $2,100,000

4707 ROYAL PALM CIR NE
LIST PRICE $720,000

REPRESENTED BUYER

475 2ND ST N #402
LIST PRICE $950,000

SOL
D

SOL
D

SOL
D

176 4TH AVENUE NE #1001
LIST PRICE $1,890,000

SOL
D

266 SNELL ISLE BLVD NE
LIST PRICE $684,900

REPRESENTED BUYER

916 NORTH SHORE DR NE
LIST PRICE $690,000

1301 15TH ST N
LIST PRICE $385,000

REPRESENTED BUYER
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Have you seen the fabulous new sculpture of the life-size Benoit Airboat sculpture 
at the Pier? It’s a commanding presence that adds to our growing collection of amazing 
public art throughout the city. 

The sculpture, with pilot Tony Jannus at the controls and Mayor Abe Pheil as the first 
passenger, commemorates that iconic first flight on New Year’s Day 1914.  It also recog-
nizes St. Pete’s role in the birthplace of commercial aviation – one more cool piece of 
history that makes our city special. 

I was fortunate to attend the official 
dedication of the sculpture, and later, to 
interview keynote speaker Nicole Stott, a 
former NASA astronaut. Stott completed 
two spaceflights and spent 104 days living 
and working in space as a crew member 
of both the International Space Station and 
the Space Shuttle. The contrast between 
Stott’s blast-off into space and our new 
sculpture of the “world’s first airline” 
boggles the mind.  In just over 100 years, 
we have come so far, leaving behind the 
earth’s gravity to travel to the stars. It’s 
hard to fathom what the next 100 years 
will bring. Read more about Astronaut Stott 
and the dedication of the first airline 
monument on page 16.

.Janan Talafer
Editor, Northeast Journal
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Top: A small crowd at the Benoit Airboat 
sculpture dedication. Above: Nicole Stott’s 
photo of the space shuttle with the earth as a 
backdrop. 

Call for Personalized Tour
Alegria Montessori School welcomes students without regard to race, color, re ligion, national or ethnic origin, or economic or social class.

866-1901866-1901
3200 58th Ave S

Maximo Presbyterian Church
alegriamontessori.com

Scheduling tours for 
Fall of 2021-2022

• Openings for children age 4 through grade 8
• Authentic Montessori program
• Rich collaborative learning environment that 

caters to individual development
• Fostering self-motivation, independence and 

academic success at all levels
• Spanish immersion

2021-2022
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Steven Reilly
BROKER-ASSOCIATE

FEATURED LISTING
STUNNING MODERN KEY-WEST STYLE HOME

310 8th Avenue N | Offered at $1.6M

727.455.4089 | sreilly@smithandassociates.com

With 30+ years of experience selling the Tampa Bay 
lifestyle, I can help you find your luxury. Call me today!
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Mention this ad to receive 10% off your Coolsculpting 
treatment at St. Petersburg’s Premier Coolsculpting Provider.
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Livia Zien moved to the area from Washington, DC in 2000. She married, 
traveled, and changed careers from electrical engineering to culinary 
arts to teaching math. Livia (who also enjoys running and swimming) 
and her husband Greg love life in the ONE with their two kitties.

Lynn Lotkowictz spent years in radio in NY, and in business dev/mgmt 
at Florida Trend Magazine. She volunteers at Tomlinson Adult Learning 
Center ESOL Program, and travels internationally. Lynn is the new NEJ 
Facebook roving reporter sharing photos and video about exciting events, 
people and places around town. facebook.com/NortheastJournalFL

Kandy Magnotti, a former New Yorker and 10 year resident of Florida, 
is a real estate & relocation consultant specializing in the beautiful Florida 
Suncoast region. Kandy enjoys introducing people to the coastal lifestyle 
and helping them make their real estate dreams a reality.  She loves live 
music, singing, travel, and seafood!

Will Michaels is retired as executive director of the History Museum 
and has served as president of St. Petersburg Preservation and vice 
president of the Dr. Carter G. Woodson Museum of African American 
History. He is the author of The Making of St. Petersburg. [wmichaels2@
tampabay.rr.com]

Janan Talafer A long-time Snell Isle resident, Janan is the editor of 
the Northeast Journal and enjoys writing about people and places in 
St. Petersburg. She loves swing dancing, blues music, and gardening, 
even when the weeds threaten to overtake the yard. [janantalafer@
gmail.com]

Rick Carson has lived in St. Pete since 2001, after a career journey 
that took him from national Republican politics to the innkeeper of 
a B&B – from the cesspools of Washington to cleaning guestroom 
toilets (ask him if there is any difference). [nsnaeditor@aol.com]

Samantha Bond Richman relocated to the Old Northeast in 2014 
after living in Tampa for 28 years. She owns Sam Bond Benefit Group, 
a downtown insurance agency. She and husband Tim enjoy fishing, 
golf, and supporting family-oriented charitable causes.

We would like to sincerely thank and introduce our contributors. The time 
and talent they dedicate to writing about good people, good places, and good 
things happening is what makes the Northeast Journal the quality publication that 
our readers have come to expect and love.

MEET THE WRITERS

Diana Krause Geegan, a UCF grad, taught school and later excelled 
in the financial services field.  She found her passion in real estate and 
utilizes her skills and training as a successful realtor. She loves spending 
time with friends and family, studying God’s Word and  giving back to 
the St. Pete community. [DianaGeegan@gmail.com]

Jeannie Carlson is a correspondent for Tampa Bay Newspapers, Inc. 
as seen in Tampa Bay Times, TBNWeekly.com and Beach Beacon; an 
adjunct English professor; and a writer at Examiner.com (“Swedish 
Cooking with a Southern Accent”). She has been a resident of and 
inspired by the ONE since 2000. (www.JeannieCarlson.com)

Brandy Stark is an artist, writer, and educator who lives in Crescent 
Heights. She is known for her hand-wrapped wire metal sculptures, 
fascination with local ghost stories, lore, and legends, and her 
immense love of all things pug. When not working, she spends time 
with her pug pack, pocket pets, and bearded dragon.

Samantha Bond Richman



536 21ST AVENUE NE 
Old Northeast
$1,220,000
3 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 2,692 SF
Kantner / Waechter 727.278.5866

TAMPA  |  ST. PETERSBURG  |  CLEARWATER  |  BEACHES  |  LONDON  |  727.205.9140  |  SMITHORANGE.COM/OLDNE

LOCAL ♥ GLOBAL REACH

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD EXPERTS SINCE 1969

Our Global Partners Our Global Partners 

SMITH IS HOME.

176 4TH AVENUE NE #1801
Downtown St. Petersburg
Bliss Condo
4 Bed | 4/1 Bath | 4,276 SF
Pitre / Bearnarth 718.724.3980

SSOOLLDD

701 ALDA WAY NE 
Eden Shores 
$1,495,000
5 Bed | 4/1 Bath | 3,374 SF
DeHaven / Momberg 727.410.9528

226 16TH AVENUE NE  
Historic Old Northeast
$1,200,000
4 Bed | 4 Bath | 3,220 SF
Linda Lee Gates 727.492.0389

1325 SNELL ISLE BLVD NE #511
Water Club on Snell Isle
$749,500
2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,711 SF
The Malowany Group 727.593.4699

117 17TH AVENUE N
Historic Old Northeast
$749,000
2 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 1,800 SF
Drew Glaser 813.951.1264

309 5TH AVENUE N 
Downtown St. Pete
$569,000
2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,428 SF
Tiffany Weidner 727.386.3952

SSOOLLDD

4609 OVERLOOK DRIVE NE
Venetian Isles
$519,900
4 Bed | 4 Bath | 2,788 SF
The Malowany Group 727.593.4699

SSOOLLDD

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

950 SOUTHERN PINE COURT NE
Placido Bayou
$999,999
4 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 2,878 SF
Janelle Chmura 813.380.5465

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

4708 SUNRISE DRIVE S
Bonita Bayou
$900,000
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,858 SF
The Richardson Group 727.224.6331

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

SSOOLLDD

SSOOLLDD

180 BEACH DRIVE NE #2402
Ovation 
$3,999,000
3 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 3,660 SF
Momberg / Stratton 727.560.1571

416 14TH AVENUE
Old Northeast
$776,000
2 Bed | 1 Bath | 1,160 SF
Ali Bearnarth 727.560.4377

SSOOLLDD

125 18TH AVENUE NE
Old Northeast
$849,000
3 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,028 SF
Kantner / Waechter 727.278.5866

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

721 MONTEREY BOULEVARD NE
Snell Isle
$1,695,000
3 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 3,058 SF
Sarena Irwin 813.784.3710

SSOOLLDD

251 6TH STREET S
Gaslamps - Downtown St. Pete
$1,150,000
3 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 2,755 SF
Jacki Fabrizio 727.776.2976

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

737 19TH AVENUE N
Crescent Lake
$875,000
4 Bed | 5 Bath | 2,887 SF
Serra / Lancaster 727.741.2000

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

SALTAIRE
Starting in the $800s 
1,663 - 6,097 SF
Saltaire Sales Team 727.240.3840
saltairestpete.com

SSOOLLDD

3312 15TH STREET N
Magnolia Heights
$304,900
2 Bed | 1 Bath | 1,064 SF
Cheryl Landwehr 727.804.4747

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

3218 7TH STREET N
Northeast St. Pete
$439,000
2 Bed | 1 Bath | 1,235 SF
Debbie Momberg 727.560.1571

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

545 4TH AVENUE S #2
The Royal Townhomes
$895,000
4 Bed | 4 Bath | 2,707 SF
Jacki Fabrizio 727.776.2976
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Rosemary Clooney – a popular singer 
in the early 1950s and aunt to the 
handsome movie star George – was 
recruited for a one-hour variety show TV 
special to promote the car’s introduction. 
The cars were so hurried  to market that 
some cars were even shipped from the 
factory before they were completely 
assembled, arriving at dealers with 
instructions to install wipers or whatnot. 
From Rosemary Clooney’s book, Girl 
Singer, she tells of an embarrassing 
incident reflective of the cars’ woes.

“The only Edsel I ever saw was the one 
they gave me to drive while I was 
rehearsing. I came out of the CBS Building, 
up those little steps to the street where my 
purple Edsel was waiting, 
like Normandie in 
drydock. Mr. Ford was 
right behind me, heading 
for his Edsel. I opened the 
door of my car and the 
handle came off. I turned 
to him, holding it out to 
him. “About your car...”

The cars were 
marketed as a bold new 
design, and featured a 
distinctive vertical grill, 
flared fenders and a host 
of new gadgetry 
including a push-button 
‘teletouch’ transmission 
control on the center of the steering wheel. 

The Edsel Show – featuring Clooney, Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra and other big 
names – was all about marketing the car. The announcer crooned his adoration 
for the car after each entertainment segment, using explicit descriptions such as 
“amber-red-and-white exterior” to overcome the shortcomings of black and white 
TV viewing. 

Ultimately, the cars were judged ugly, too expensive and poorly made. They 
were only produced for two years. A nightmare for Ford Motor Company then 
– but a future fairytale created for car collectors. The cars were produced in limited 
supply, uniquely designed, and a handful had the added appeal of star power having 
been owned by a celebrity. 

Rosemary Clooney was born in Maysville, Kentucky, in 1928, and was 
considered a local celebrity to nearby Ohioans, including John. Of course, John 
didn’t want just any Edsel, he sought the Holy Grail... the very car owned by 
Rosemary Clooney the day she so famously uttered her snarky remark to industrial 
titan Henry Ford II, grandson to the late great company founder. 

In his primary business, John – who is 
a biomedical engineer and has consulted 
for NASA – owns and operates Laser 
Hair and Scalp Clinic in Clearwater. He 
has been a respected professional in the 
hair rejuvenation and replacement field 
for decades. Many of his clients have 
famous names, and he shared stories 
about them, their cars, and the friendships 
he developed over the years. 

John divulged that his usual daily drive 
is a customized 2018 GMC four-door 
pickup that had been built (though not 
delivered) for his longtime friend and 
client, the late actor Burt Reynolds.

In 1996, with the help of the 
Rosemary Clooney Museum in 

Augusta, Kentucky, 
John success ful ly 
tracked the 1959 Edsel 
Corsair Convertible to 
relatives of Clooney in 
O h i o .  I t  w a s 
completely original, not 
restored, though it had 
one repaint about 20 
years previous to his 
ownership. The family 
who owned it loved the 
nostalgia of the car, 
though it was impractical 
and they didn’t enjoy 

driving it. 
John enjoys driving the famous car around town with his wife Lien and their 

dog, Mino. By far one of the most unique features is a 45-RPM record player under 
the dashboard, outfitted with a long cord so the player could be carried out of the 
car to a nearby picnic table or wherever people gathered. Now, John says young 
people are perplexed when they see the strange, oversized CD player in his car 
playing Rosemary Clooney’s Mambo Italiano. Â

Editor’s Note: We appreciate John reaching out to the Northeast Journal after reading 
the story about Lois and Mike’s 1957 Morgan Plus 4, Speechless. Many of John’s 
classic cars have played starring roles in movies, TV shows, music videos and ads. Over 
the decades, when Hollywood needed a distinctive car, they’d call John. And if he didn’t 
own it, he’d track one down. In addition to the Edsel, he owns a Ferrari from the TV 
show Miami Vice, a Pontiac Firebird Trans Am from Smokey and the Bandit II 
starring Burt Reynolds, and a Volkswagen Beetle from Herbie Fully Loaded. The 
movie Dick Tracy starring Warren Beatty featured his vintage Duesenberg – the same 
car he used to chauffeur TV star Mary Hart in when she came to town as grand marshal 
of the St. Pete Grand Prix. 

Burt Reynolds and JohnEdsel poster

John with his Duesenberg John with the Ferrari in Miami Vice

CAR HOBBY Continued from page 1
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SOLD!* | 3100 1st Street North, Old Northeast
Last offered at $1,150,000 

NEW LISTING | 935 Eden Isle Drive NE, Snell Isle
Offered at $1,799,000

SOLD!* | 300 15th Avenue North, Old Northeast
Last offered at $1,325,000 

BUY WITH US, SELL WITH US

SOLD!* | 111 15th Avenue North, Old Northeast
Last offered at $675,000 

NEW LISTING | 2200 14th Street North, Woodlawn Circle
Offered at $535,000 

SOLD!* | 520 25th Avenue North, Crescent Heights
Last offered at $799,000 

Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty 
logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is 

independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. Property 
information herein is derived from various sources including, but not 

limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include 
approximations. All information is deemed accurate. *Represented buyer

Judy Holland 
CNE, CLHMS, REALTOR® 

BROKER ASSOCIATE
727.692.8992

Caryn Rightmyer
CNE, CLHMS, REALTOR®

727.409.9696

Dawn Hulett
REALTOR®

Over $125 MILLION SOLD  
Top 1% of REALTORS® in 

Pinellas County

Snell Isle & Old NE Residents 
and Market Experts

HollandAndRightmyer.com

#1 Team Premier Sotheby’s International Realty Tampa Bay Region in 2020

Visit St. Pete’s first and largest art museum and explore 5,000 years of art 
and global culture. From antiquities to contemporary art and so much in between, 
there is something for everyone to experience at the Museum of Fine Arts.

See works by Georgia O’Keeffe, Claude Monet, Berthe Morisot, Auguste Rodin,  
Kehinde Wiley, and more. Visit us in person or on social @MFAStPete.

FOR INFORMATION ON EXHIBITIONS, ADVANCE TICKETS,  
AND SAFETY GUIDELINES, VISIT MFASTPETE.ORG.
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–– Brandy sTark ––

The US has long been a beacon of hope 
to people who wish to make new lives 
for themselves. But moving to and 

adjusting to a new country can be difficult 
without some friendly help. That’s where the 
Sew Much Hope Project, founded by a mother 
and daughter team – Janet Meyer, a resident 
of the Old Northeast, and her daughter 
Courtney Erickson – comes in.

Sew Much Hope Project is a collaborative 
social enterprise based in St. Pete that gives 
women who are legally settled refugees the 
chance to learn how to sew and earn 
supplemental income to help their families. 
The goal is to lessen the stress of resettlement 
from war zones and refugee camps through a 
supportive community environment. 

The importance of community in a new 
place can’t be underestimated. “One 
Saturday, we welcomed a new woman from the Congo, and I started to introduce 
her to another Congolese woman who is friendly and outgoing,” says Courtney. 
“I thought she could help the new woman get acclimated to our group. Well, as 
soon as they laid eyes on each other they jumped up and started screaming and 
crying and hugging. It turns out that they had met each other in a refugee camp 
in Uganda and hadn’t seen each other since. Each woman had no idea that the 
other was in the US, much less in the same town.”

Courtney says she’ll never forget that moment. “I can only begin to imagine 
how it would feel to find a familiar face halfway around the world, during a moment 
of such uncertainty when nothing around you is familiar.” 

Sew Much Hope Project started in conjunction with the St. Mary Our Lady 
of Grace Catholic Church, where Janet was a member of the congregation. Since 
2016, the church’s interfaith ministry has been supporting refugees who have 
relocated to this area from all over the world. Janet and Courtney wanted to assist 
this unique community and suggested creating a sewing program, which they 
launched in 2017. 

According to Courtney, to date, 32 women have participated in the program. 
Currently, most of the women in the program are from the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, but in the past, others have come places as diverse as Ethiopia and 
Venezuela. In the beginning, when they were meeting at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church by Mirror Lake, the women learned sewing skills under the guidance of 
volunteer sewing instructors, while their children enjoyed an educational playtime 
thanks to a team of volunteer teachers and helpers. 

Over time, as the program evolved, it moved from the Unitarian Universalist 
Church by Mirror Lake to local nonprofit Answered Prayers Project, and then 
its current home at the Allendale United Methodist Church. Along the way, 
the program and the needs of the group changed. As the participants became 
more committed to selling their work, they decided they needed more time to 
sew. “We decided as a group to end the children’s enrichment program which 
then allowed us to plan much longer sewing workshops,” says Courtney. The 
types of items the women are learning to sew has also evolved, starting with 
simple pillowcases and bags, and moving on to more sophisticated artistic items 
such as origami bags and necklaces, upcycled silk neckties with wood and metal 
accents – and more recently, masks to help prevent the spread of COVID. 

All of the fabric used in the project is 
donated. “Last year, one of our translators went 
home to Kenya and brought us back a lot of 
wonderful African fabrics,” says Courtney. 
“The bags created from that fabric sold fast.” 
The group also relies on additional sewing-
related items, including scissors, thread, and 
pins. They occasionally accept high-quality, 
working-condition sewing machines, but do 
not accept all donated machines because they 
have limited storage space.

Recently resettled refuges find out about 
the program primarily through Gulf Coast 
Jewish Community and Family Services, one 
of the biggest and most comprehensive 
refugee resettlement agencies in the St. 
Petersburg area. “We are becoming well 
known in the refugee-services community 
and they help spread the word,” says Courtney.

In 2019, Sew Much Hope Project formed an LLC with the intention of 
becoming a co-op and they started attending local markets so the women could 
sell their handiwork. “The first time that we paid the women after a market, one 
woman started to cry and said, ‘I can’t believe that they wanted something that 
I made,’” Courtney says. 

Courtney points out how rewarding it is when customers learn about the 
program and express their enthusiasm for it. “I get really excited when customers 
fall in love with our bags or necklaces because of the colorful prints or the beautiful 
handiwork, and then I get to tell them that they are also supporting refugees 
building new lives right here in St. Pete. Their eyes just light up,” she says.   

‘It takes a village’ and Sew Much Hope receives support from many local 
charitable organizations. Daystar provided Thanksgiving meals for local refugee 
families in addition to other services throughout the year. And in January, the 
group received a donation of children’s bike helmets and toys from the St. 
Petersburg TimeBanks. “We work in tandem with St. Mary’s Church and Daystar 
a lot to help with general needs,” says Courtney. “Most of our families are registered 
Daystar clients and they have a special fund set aside for refugee families.”

 Other items on the group’s donation wish list include silk neckties, 100 percent 
cotton fabrics in quantities larger than two yards, and cotton canvas. They 
occasionally ask for donations for specific items when there is a need in the refugee 
community. Check the Sew Much Hope Facebook page to find out more. 

Recently, Sew Much Hope began partnering with the Refugee and Migrant 
Women’s Initiative (RAMWI), a nonprofit in the South Hillsborough community 
of Riverview. Both Sew Much Hope and RAMWI are members of the Tampa Bay 
Refugee Task force and by working together they plan to increase the capacity 
and positive social impact of both organizations. RAMWI is also hosting Zoom 
sewing sessions for women on both sides of the bridge. In January, a RAMWI 
Zoom call hosted 38 women from 15 countries and six interpreters. 

“We continue to show the women that they can earn a supplemental income 
from the skills they are learning,” says Courtney. “However, although the product 
gets us out into the community and raises awareness, it is how we are connecting 
with the women in our group that is the important part.” Â

To learn more go to www.sewmuchhopeproject.com or www.facebook.com/sewmuchhopestpete. 

GOODNESS INDEED

Sew Much Hope Project

Sew Much Hope Project participants

Janet Meyer, left, and Courtney Erickson Some of the many colorful items made by Sew Much Hope Colorful cloth is a hallmark of the group’s handiwork
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–– Jeannie carlson ––

It’s not about the money or the prestige or the drive to tell a story. When David 
Yeager pens a magical story with underlying life lessons in the text, it’s all about 
love: a father’s love, a grandfather’s love. David is the author of two children’s 

books: Nikki Durant and the Terrible Can’t, published in 2019, and Purple Rules, 
published in 2020. Both books were many years in the making. In fact, David 
began writing these stories and many others 20 years ago when he was a stay-at-home 
dad caring for his daughter Nikki. 

Reading books and making up rhyming stories for Nikki’s enjoyment were 
David’s favorite things to do as a father. Now as a grandfather to Nikki’s son 
Alexei, David still has the same passion for children’s stories. “I believe reading 
a book is one of the most worthwhile things a person can do with a young child,” 
says David, who retired to St. Petersburg five years ago with his wife Diane after 
they sold their business – an educational software service for nursing programs 
– to a larger company. 

David points out that reading is a great bonding experience while children are 
young, and even a baby will enjoy the combination of being held, hearing the 
voice of someone who loves them, and looking at bright pictures in a simple 
picture book. In addition to helping children master language skills as they grow, 
he adds “children’s books can help teach a lesson or emphasize important values 
in a unique and very powerful way.”

The right kind of stories can also open the door for questions that may encourage 
early critical thinking. Stories like Aesop’s Fables: The Boy Who Cried Wolf can 
help children begin to understand the lesson of truth. The Lorax by Dr. Seuss can 
lead to a great conversation about environmental conservation and what would 
happen if there weren’t any more trees in the world. But overall, David says he 
felt there just weren’t enough books with the type of messages he wanted to share 
with his daughter while she was growing up. “I was inspired to start writing my 
own children’s stories relating to some of the things I wanted my daughter to 
understand and believe,” he says.

David’s books have a lyrical feel reminiscent of Dr. Seuss in their rhythms and 
rhymes, as well as in the context of magical worlds and characters. Yet there is an 
undeniable link between the fantasy of the fiction and the real-world message he 
is trying to convey. For example he gently introduces children to messages about 

fairness and inclusivity in Purple Rules, telling young readers that the Green people 
couldn’t drink from the fountain and the Orange people were sent away to live 
in a place that was rocky and bare. “If you want to teach a small child about the 
dangers of division, fear, and hatred among different people, you don’t start by 
telling them the horrifying details of events like the Holocaust,” explains David.

Overcoming adversity is the main theme in David’s first book, Nikki Durant 
and the Terrible Can’t. The main character Nikki (named after David’s daughter) 
goes on a journey from one place to another, encountering and overcoming 
obstacles that appear in the form of monsters that are annoying but not scary. 
Nikki was not only David’s inspiration for his story; she’s also the gifted artist who 
illustrated the book. In addition, she encouraged her dad to take the next step 
and publish his stories under the pen name David YayGrr Books. 

With the success of Nikki Durant and the Terrible Can’t, Nikki proposed that 
they sponsor a contest for young artists to illustrate David’s second book, Purple 
Rules. Nikki contacted schools with art programs to spread the word. More than 
30 students from all over the world responded, with each artist choosing a page 
from the book to illustrate and submit to the contest. The grand prizewinner, Gi 
Pellerin – a 15-year-old from Nova Scotia – “brought the book to life with her 
colorful, detailed designs.” 

Philanthropy is a big part of David YayGrr Books’ mission. Proceeds from book 
sales benefit Artolution, a nonprofit arts organization. Founded in 2016 by two 
artists, Max Frieder and Joel Bergner, Artolution “seeks to ignite positive social 
change through collaborative art making.” The organization uses art as a unifying 
way of helping people who are in crisis and living in refugee camps, or in countries 
where there is conflict, sectarian violence, and social turmoil. The art projects 
are undertaken in partnership with local artists, educators, and humanitarian 
organizations to help young people experience a respite of hope in the form of 
educational and creative activities.

David and Nikki’s philanthropic efforts also include the idea of “Buy One, Give 
One.” The website gives customers the option of purchasing one copy and sending 
a second one to a school or childcare facility in need. In addition, David offers virtual 
talks to schools, libraries, and childcare centers via Zoom. For more information, 
go to www.davidyaygrrbooks.com or www.facebook.com/DavidYayGrrBooks. Â

GOODNESS INDEED

Children’s Stories With a Mission

Greg Cahue
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Offering “Old School Service!” 
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Odd Household Jobs 
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727-460-8609
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Owner is a University of South Florida Graduate
and an Air Force Veteran
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David with his book Niiki Durant and the Terrible Can’t at a local bookstore; Purple Rules cover; Nikki shows off her namesake book
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Learn more online, or call us any time.

We offer many services that relieve your 
stress and take care of things when you’re 
out. Whether it’s daily workday walks for 
Fido or keeping an eye on the homestead in 
your absence. 

aWalk AroundTheBlock.com 727-483-4554

–– kandy MagnoTTi ––

What do you get when you combine a 
fifth-generation St. Pete resident with a 
former Bayfront healthcare executive? Spice 

it up by adding a dash of marketing prowess, a pinch 
of southern hospitality, an overflowing cup of love for 
healthy eating, and two heaping tablespoons of 
passion for inclusivity and making a difference.  St. 
Pete Deputy Mayor Dr. Kanika Tomalin is all of this 
and more.

As St. Pete’s first African-American and female 
deputy mayor and city administrator, Dr. Tomalin is 
a trailblazer.  She’s also a champion for issues related 
to health and wellness, including making sure that 
every resident has access to healthy food choices and 
fitness options. Have you ever used the fitness zones 
filled with calisthenics equipment at Crisp Park in 
Northeast Park, or the one downtown near North 
Shore Pool?  These free outdoor fitness areas are 
available thanks to the Healthy St. Pete Initiative, 
one of Dr. Tomalin’s signature programs that aims to 
improve the city’s quality of life.  

Last year, as part of Healthy St. Pete, she launched 
an innovative local cookbook – St. Pete Eats.  It’s a 
curated anthology of favorite recipes provided by chefs 
from Red Mesa, Paul’s Landing, Birch & Vine, and 
other popular local restaurants, as well as from Dr. 
Tomalin’s own kitchen at home.  

The cookbook is a testament to what she describes 
as St. Pete’s “incredible food culture and foodie scene 
that rivals any major metropolis.”  It was also a 

fundraiser for the city’s small-business community 
during the peak of COVID. Proceeds from books 
purchased online went to the city’s Fighting Chance 
Fund, while books purchased at local retailers went 
directly to those businesses.

“Food has always been a big part of my life and my 
family’s life,” says Dr. Tomalin. “It provided the 
common thread in which we were called together in 
celebration, in sorrow, and everything in between.  
We were a family of meager means, but we were always 
very rich in experience.” 

She shares how her grandmother was a “great 
matriarch” and her mother was one of 15 children in 
a blended family. There were hundreds of family 
members, which offered many opportunities for family 
gatherings.

Before her current position as deputy mayor, Dr. 
Tomalin was a Bayfront healthcare executive and 
served as regional vice president for external affairs.  
A graduate of Florida A&M University with a degree 
in broadcast journalism, she later earned an MBA 
from the University of Miami and went on to earn 
a doctorate in law and policy from Northeastern 
University.  Dr. Tomalin’s St. Pete roots span 
generations, but her impact on the community began 
as early as when she attended high school. She was 
among a select group of students chosen to study at 
the Poynter Institute for Media Studies, the parent 
company of the Tampa Bay Times. As fate would have 
it, her early connection to the Tampa Bay Times was 
more than a professional one. It’s where she met her 

husband Terry Tomalin, former Tampa Bay Times 
outdoors editor. 

Resilience might be considered the secret 
ingredient to Dr. Tomalin’s personal and professional 
accomplishments in life. One of the moments that 
tested her resilience the most was Terry’s sudden death 
in 2016, a tragic loss of her “best friend” and husband 
of 17 years. Terry’s favorite canoe is tied up outside 
Doc Ford’s Rum Grille near the Vinoy Basin as a 
permanent memorial. Dr. Tomalin donated it at the 
request of one of the restaurant franchise’s owners, 
the novelist Randy Wayne White, who was a good 
friend and fellow adventurer with Terry.

Elevating the city both nationally and interna-
tionally is an important aspect of Dr. Tomalin’s role 
as deputy mayor. “We are in a special time right now 
where we are moving along this continuum from a 
great city to an iconic one,” she says. “St. Pete is a city 
whose soul is shaped by her people. It’s a wonderful 
southern coastal city, full of southern charm and 
hospitality, but with all the sophistication of a major 
metropolis.”

When asked if there is a moment of triumph or 
trial that defines her life, Dr. Tomalin says, “I know 
that the present moment is where all the power of my 
life lies, so I try not to worry about the past or the 
future.  I try to make the most of the moment that is 
before me, understanding all of the purpose that is in 
it. There is purpose in every moment, monumental 
and minute.” Â

GOODNESS INDEED

The Northeast Journal sends a huge  
thank-you and our sincerest  

appreciation to Diana Krause Geegan  
for helming the P&P page.
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Recipe For a Healthy City

I try to make the most of the moment that is before me,  
understanding all of the purpose that is in it.

Dr. Kanika Tomalin on the cover of St. Pete Eats; Dr. Tomalin addressing the crowd; Mayor Rick Kriseman and Deputy Mayor Kanika Tomalin celebrate the Lightning winning the Stanley Cup
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PEOPLE AND PETS
Calling all residents of the Old Northeast, Snell Isle, Venetian Isles, Crescent Lake, Crescent Heights, and Downtown! 

Email your HIGH-RES digital photo to Diana Krause Geegan at dkghomes@gmail.com. Please include your name, address, phone number, and pet’s name. 

Mindy Anderson with Bentley 
15th Avenue NE

Tina Videtto and Mika 
Beach Drive NE

Gannon and Tiggy 
Beach Drive NE

Sandy Caughlin with Harry
4th Avenue NE

Carolyn Schaeperkoetter with Blueberry
Beach Drive NE

Thanh Nguyen with Ody
Nebraska Avenue NE

Colby with Hank the dog
Oak Street NE

Abby Heinemann with Max
6th Avenue NE
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Gulf Coast JFCS Heart Gallery of Pinellas and Pasco Program: 
Increasing the number of successful state-sponsored  

adoptions from foster care. We recruit potential parents,  
connect children and families, and provide support.

ADEN is fifteen, loves fishing and 
sports, and friends will tell you that he 
is definitely looking for a family. “I am 
happiest when I can be adventurous. A 
family with a dog would be a bonus.”  

JAMAL just turned 17 and yes, he is 
very “chill.” Jamal likes psychology 
and wants to be a big brother. “I want a 
family that will hang out with me, 
watch movies, or shoot hoops.”  

DARIUS is seventeen, loves basketball, 
and wants to own his own business 
someday after college or trade school. 
“I just want a family that is fun and will 
listen to me.” 

BROOKLYN is thirteen and 
CHEYANNE is sixteen, and they want 
to be adopted together. Both are good students and get 
along with friends and others easily. Cheyanne has big plans for the future, but 
she wants to make sure her little sister is cared for when it’s time for college. 
“We would love a family with younger siblings and pets.”

THE HEART GALLERY

Learn about adoption of teenagers,  
sibling groups, and children with medical needs... 
www.Heartgallerykids.org • Patsy Stills at 727-479-1845 

heartgallerykids@gcjfcs.org • 14041 Icot Blvd., Clearwater FL 33760

Can’t adopt? You can still help! Be a volunteer photographer;  
host a gallery at your business; donate to birthdays and adoption 

events; invite us to speak at your business or civic group.

Aden

Darius

Jamal

Brooklyn & 
Cheyanne



COVID-19 has stopped people from doing many things. But we can’t let it stop us from getting what we 
need most: medical care. BayCare’s St. Anthony’s Hospital is helping to keep our patients safe by 
following guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for safety processes 
and cleaning procedures. This makes sure that everyone can feel secure getting the care they need. 
Don’t let fear of this pandemic make other health conditions worse. Learn more: StAnthonys.org

21-1373009-0221

Don’t delay getting essential medical care. We’ve put enhanced safety 
measures in place to help keep you safe.

Don’t let fear stop you from 
getting the care you need.

OUR NETWORK:

BayCare Behavioral Health • BayCare HomeCare • BayCare Laboratories • BayCare Medical Group 
BayCare Outpatient Imaging • BayCare Surgery Centers • BayCare Urgent Care

OUR HOSPITALS:

Bartow Regional Medical Center • BayCare Alliant Hospital • Mease Countryside Hospital • Mease Dunedin Hospital
Morton Plant Hospital • Morton Plant North Bay Hospital • St. Anthony’s Hospital • St. Joseph’s Hospital

St. Joseph’s Children’s Hospital • St. Joseph’s Women’s Hospital • St. Joseph’s Hospital-North • St. Joseph’s Hospital-South
South Florida Baptist Hospital • Winter Haven Hospital • Winter Haven Women’s Hospital 

BAYCARE.ORG
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St. Pete Dedicates First Airline Monument
–– Janan Talafer ––

The new St. Pete Pier is filled with 
outstanding sculptures, but only 
one looks as if it’s ready for takeoff. 

Not far from the children’s playground, 
in the middle of the Benoist Centennial 
Plaza stands a full-size replica of the 
famous Benoist Airboat that pilot Tony 
Jannus flew from St. Pete to Tampa on 
New Year’s Day in 1914.

“It was a community labor of love 
with people from all sectors joining 
hands to make it happen,” Will 
Michaels, president of the board of 
directors of Flight 2014, told the crowd 
during the sculpture’s dedication on a 
rare foggy morning in early February. 

 Michaels pointed out that the 
statue is not only a memorial to the 
world’s first airline, but also public 
recognition of St. Pete’s role in the 
birthplace of commercial aviation. “It 
was the first step in a commercial 
innovation that revolutionized 
transportation and travel,” said 
Michaels. “We hope it will serve as an 
inspiration to all those who seek to 
change the world.”

The nonprofit Flight 2014 
persevered through a multi-year effort 
to raise more than $1 million in private 
donations from the aviation industry, 
aviation enthusiasts, area businesses, 
and local donors – including the late 
Betsy Pheil, granddaughter of former 
St. Pete Mayor Abe Pheil, the first 
passenger of the infamous first flight. 

Phil Graham of Phil Graham 
Landscape Architecture offered the 
company’s services pro bono to design 
the Benoist Centennial Plaza, which 
marks the exact location where the 
plane took off. That historic flight 
launched the St. Petersburg-Tampa 
Airboat Line, which eventually 
transported over 1,000 passengers 
between the two cities. “We had 
visionary leaders in St. Petersburg 
back in 1914, and now we are 
combining history and art to tell the 
story,” said Ed Montanari, chair of St. 
Pete City Council, and one of the 
speakers at the dedication. 

Montanari, who is a pilot himself, 
joked that a few years back at the 
Mahaffey Theater, he met Captain 
“Sully” Sullenberger, the pilot who 
miraculously landed US Airways Flight 
1549 on the Hudson River, saving 
everyone on board. “I told him, ‘Sully, 
you weren’t the first to land a plane on 
the water – that happened here in 1914 
and the St. Pete mayor was on board,’” 
says Montanari. It’s a fun fact that the 
Benoist airboat – actually a sea plane 
– did land in the water twice. Pilot Tony 
Jannus safely landed the plane at its final 
destination on the Hillsborough River 
in Tampa. But before getting there, he 
had to briefly touch down in Tampa Bay 
to do some mechanical repairs.

The Benoist sculpture is enormous, 
towering over locals and visitors at 
28-feet high and 28-feet long, with a 
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48-foot wingspan. Inside sit replicas of Tony 
Jannus and Abe Pheil. “It was an incredibly 
challenging and technical process,” said St. 
Pete sculptor Mark Aeling of MGA 
Sculpture Studio. He and his team were 
awarded the commission to design and 
fabricate the sculpture at their studio in the 
Warehouse Arts District. “Our goal was to 
create a replica that would be as accurate 
as possible, said Aeling, who described a 
“deep dive” into history to search for as 
much documentation as possible related to 
the original plane. 

Former NASA Astronaut Nicole Stott 
was the keynote speaker at the dedication 
and told guests she could only imagine 
how Tony Jannus and Abe Pheil must have 
felt on their first flight. “How far we’ve 
come since then,” said Stott. “In fact, I 
would not have been invited here to speak 
without them.” 

Stott grew up in 
Clearwater and learned 
to fly at Clearwater 
Airpark, where her dad, 
the late Fred Passonno, 
built and flew small 
planes. She earned her 
private pilot’s license at 
age 17 after graduating 
from Clearwater High 
School. Coming full 
circle, in 2011, she 
carried the original 
pennant from the 
historic Benoist flight 
into space with her on 
STS-133, the 39th and 
final mission for Space 
Shuttle Discovery.

Stott says she has 
loved flying as far back as 
she can remember. “I didn’t think about ‘astronaut’ 
as a career possibility growing up,” says Stott. “I just 
wanted to know all about planes and how they fly. In 
high school, Mrs. Ransom had been a WAAF in the 
war and she taught us aviation fundamentals. It was 
an incredible experience.”

After graduating from Embry-Riddle with a degree 
in aeronautical engineering, Stott joined NASA in 
1988, working as an operations engineer and manager 
for the Space Shuttle and International Space Station 
programs. She also spent two years at the Johnson 
Space Center in Houston, where she helped train 
astronauts how to safely fly and land the flight training 
space shuttles. “For someone who loves flying, it was 
amazing,” says Stott. “I got to fly in some of the coolest 
aircraft there is.”

In 2000, she was selected to be a member of the 
18th class of NASA astronauts. Among her many 

accomplishments as an astronaut include two 
spaceflights, and living and working in space as a crew 
member on both the International Space Station and 
the Space Shuttle. 

What was it like to leave earth and launch into 
space? It was “incredible, awesome, all those words,” 
says Stott. “After watching all those launches, you 
convince yourself that you’ve already figured out 
what it will feel like. But then you actually get 
strapped in, the engine is lit, it kicks in from behind, 
and after about two minutes of shaking, the booster 
separates with a big bang. Just 8.5 minutes later 
you’re circling the earth at 17,500 miler per hour. 
It’s all a blur.”

During Stott’s 91 days at the space station, she 
took her first spacewalk, a six-and-half-hour 
adventure that most people can’t even imagine. 
She was the tenth woman astronaut to accomplish 

that feat. It’s easy to imagine the 
International Space Station as a tiny 
object floating in space, but Stott says 
it’s actually large, equivalent to a 
six-bedroom house. But unlike a house, 
the crew isn’t confined to just working 
on the floor. “We use the entire volume 
of the interior pace,” says Stott. To sleep, 
she tied her sleeping bag to the wall up 
close to the ceiling. 

Free floating in space was quite an 
experience, she says. The inside of the 
space station is pressurized to sea level, so 
the crew is able to wear regular clothing. 
But without gravity, “you just float 
effortlessly with no sense of up or down,” 
says Stott. “It’s the most liberating feeling. 
All load on the body is taken away and 
there is no pressure on you anywhere.”

After a 28-year career with NASA, Stott 
retired in 2015 and embarked on a second 

career in art. “I had 
discovered painting in 
space and wanted to get 
back to art as my next 
venture,” says Stott. In 
fact, she was first 
astronaut to paint in 
space – she brought water 
colors with her to create 
a view of earth from her 
unique vantage point. 
How did it feel looking at 
earth from space? “I knew 
it would be impressive, 
but it was overwhelmingly 
beautiful – so crystal 
clear and glowing, with 
so many colors,” says 
Stott. “It was a humbling 
reality check. A sense of 

knowing that we are earthlings living on a planet 
moving in space and that everything is interconnected.”

Now, in addition to creating her own artwork, 
Stott is the co-founder of the Space for Art Foundation, 
a unique nonprofit that works with children in 
hospitals and refugee camps around the world. The 
program combines space exploration, art and healing. 
The Foundation’s Spacesuit Art Project invites the 
children to create patches of artwork that are then 
sewn onto astronaut space suits to create a wildly 
colorful design. 

An exhibit was held last year the Museum of 
Science and Industry in Tampa. “Having children see 
their artwork come to life has been incredible. I feel 
like I am on my next mission,” says Stott. Â

For more information go to www.nicolestott.com or www.space-
forartfoundation.org. 

“Tony Jannus” and Will Michaels at the world’s first airline memorial dedication

NASA Astronaut Nicole Stott
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–– livia Zien ––

As the pandemic forced theaters to shutter, the performing arts organizations 
were determined to continue bringing the arts into our homes and our 
hearts. In this second-of-a-two-part series highlighting the creativity of 

the St. Pete arts community, we focus on American Stage and The Palladium 
Theater. Both accepted the challenges that confronted them, learned new 
technology, adhered to safety regulations, and grew their education and outreach 
programs. Their visions remained fluid, their plans dynamic, and the love for 
their work unwavering. This is their gift to us.
American Stage Theater Company

“What is our role in the community?” Stephanie Gularte, CEO/producing 
artistic director of American Stage remembers asking herself. “Everything that 
we do is about bringing people together in a shared space. What is our value to 
our community now with that component stripped away?” 

After having to cut the 2019-2020 season short, Gularte confronted multiple 
challenges. “How can we find a real kind of purpose in this new reality, and how 
can we ensure that the organization remains stable and strong so that when we 
can come back together in a shared space, there’s still a strong infrastructure to 
come back to?”

Gularte and her team experimented with virtual performances, starting with 
a series of “summer shorts,” comprised of Shakespeare performances and favorite 
scenes from previous American Stage productions. As they navigated through 
uncharted technological, safety, business, and legal paths, they were able to keep 
many staff employed and give opportunities for artists to continue working. Actors 
received green screen, lighting, and video packages to create a set in their homes. 
Everyone took on roles that were outside their comfort zone and learned new 
skills. Everyone adapted.

Thinking back, Gularte remembers, “We didn’t realize that the technology we 
were learning was going to be needed for a much longer period than we then we 
thought. Back in May, when I announced the virtual summer-short season, I 
thought, surely, by the fall we will be back.” 

But, as the effects of the pandemic showed little signs of easing, she announced 
their 2020-2021 season, aptly named, Reimagine. “We put in place a plan that 
would allow us to continue in a flexible way where we could make the promise 
of continuing to bring stories to the community, with the readiness to do live 
theater as soon as we safely could,” said Gularte. 

Jerry Montoya’s Nosotros La Gente, commissioned by American Stage, was 
written specifically for the virtual stage. “We were so lucky to find these two 
performers out of South Florida who happened to be a couple, allowing them to 
comfortably share the stage together,” said Gularte. The play was live-streamed 
from their backstage area.

The holiday show, It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play was an ideal choice. 
Adapted for radio with a script familiar to the cast, it was naturally suited for online 
performances. Then Satchmo at the Waldorf was held the last two weeks of February. 
“Each play moved a little bit closer toward something that looked and felt like 
cinema with Satchmo at the Waldorf having the closest feel to film,” said Gularte.

The virtual platform has allowed American Stage to expand its educational 
outreach, giving access to those who did not have it before. “I am a huge believer 
in American Stage’s commitment to making sure that kids have access to the 
arts, just as a kind of core component to developing our future artists or future 
audiences by providing that exposure,” said Gularte. “For young adults and adults, 
the classes build confidence in public speaking, improvisation, and writing. “

Through all these challenges, Gularte sees the positives and growth that have 
resulted. “Going through hard times together and figuring things out – there’s this 
great kind of equalizing,” she said. “It’s provided an opportunity for our team to 
be vulnerable with each other. The idea that we’re all in this together... I really 
believe that. A sense of trust. This is something that will endure.” 
The Palladium 

Paul Wilborn, executive director at the Palladium, was watching the numbers 
in late February 2020. Their last show was March 7. “We were fully booked for spring 
and early summer, looking at the most profitable year ever. And all that went away.” 

By October, he was able to bring live theater back at a reduced capacity after 
the COVID positivity rate dropped to three percent. Side Door programs, usually 
a maximum audience of 180, were scheduled in the large Hough Hall with a 
seating capacity of 831 in order for everyone to socially distance. Three shows 
each took place in October and November, but then Wilborn noticed the COVID 
positivity rate creeping above five percent and ticket sales slowing down. By 
mid-November, the Palladium had to close its doors again. “What we found in 

The historic Palladium American Stage production of Satchmo at the Waldorf

Nate Najar’s Holiday Jazz at the Palladium

American Stage production of Its a Wonderful Life

A Tribute to St. Pete’s Performing Artists – Part 2 
SPOTLIGHT ON THE ARTS
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this pandemic is that you just throw out the playbook and don’t force things to 
happen,” said Wilborn. During the holidays, the venue went virtual with Nate 
Najar’s Jazz Holiday Show and received positive reviews about the video and audio 
quality – which had been Paul’s biggest concerns about live-streaming concerts. 

Through it all, Wilborn said, “We’ve been able to keep everyone on payroll, and 
my staff was very open to learning new skills, like video editing for recordings and 
directing live-streaming shots on the spot.” He explains that by using four cameras, 
the director determines which shots the audience sees, moving between feeds. 
Looking to the future, Wilborn predicts that since the theater invested in cameras 
and equipment, live-streaming will be part of the business even when theaters go 
to live shows. He adds, “Some people might want to see the shows, but don’t want 
to come out at night. Or if a show is sold out, people can still have access to it.”

Wilborn is being cautious and has no plans to hold live shows before early 
April. But, the Palladium still has a full schedule. “We’ve got dance. We’ve got 
jazz. We’ve got chamber music, and a blues show,” he said. 

The Palladium’s mission is to provide an affordable, professional venue and 
serves as host to the St. Petersburg Opera and the St. Petersburg Ballet, as well as 
The Palladium Chamber Players and BEACON Contemporary Dance. After 
receiving a generous donation from a local supporter last year, The Palladium 
launched Creative Class of 2021 which grants awards to 12 individual artists or 
groups to create shows for the upcoming year. “This allows us to take our mission 
to a much stronger level,” said Wilborn. “We’ve built a stable of top performers, 
and that’s really the goal of the Creative Class every year.” 

In the past, the artists would create content using their own resources and earn 
the income from the performances. But now, Wilborn points out, “We can put 
some money into the artists’ hands, giving them something for what they give us. 
You’re not an arts town unless your artists can make a living here. They really 
need to be paid and respected to be successful in their careers.”

American Stage, The Palladium, The Florida Orchestra, and St. Petersburg 
Opera Company have struggled and persevered through the pandemic just as 
individuals have. The performing arts are an integral member of our community 
whose value reaches far beyond the stage. Not only do they provide entertainment, 
the artists’ performances evoke emotions and make us examine our external and 
internal worlds. They help shape who we are as a community. Â 

For more information and current schedules go to: American Stage Theater Company www.
americanstage.org, The Palladium Theater www.mypalladium.org, The Florida Orchestra www.
floridaorchestra.org, and St. Petersburg Opera Company www.stpeteopera.org.

It’s not just a house, it’s a homeIt’s not just a house, it’s a home
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most of the women were suffering from undiagnosed 
and untreated emotional, mental, and physical 
trauma – and that trauma had been a major factor 
in their ending up in prison. 

Many were also mothers with young children. 
“I started to think this is crazy; we are creating a 
whole new generation that is being impacted by the 
negative cycle of trauma. We have to do something 
to change this,” says Barbara.

Five years later, she volunteered to bring a similar 
program to the Pinellas County Jail. The program 
was successful, but there was only so much that could 
be accomplished in a weekly 90-minute group 
session. More funding was needed to expand the 
services. Then another synchronicity occurred in 
Barbara’s life that turned everything around.

In 2010, after the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, 
business had bottomed out for Barbara’s husband, 
architect Tim Rhode. At Barbara’s suggestion, he 
applied for a British Petroleum grant and had been 
approved. But by the time the check arrived, his 
business was back up and running again. What would 
they do with the funds? “I said, ‘I have an idea. I 
want to use that money to expand the program at 
the jail,’”recalls Barbara. 

Barbara hired a part-time teacher and counselor, 
expanded the group sessions to several days a week, 
and added soft calming background music. She also 
introduced embroidery and sewing as a way to keep 
the women busy working with their hands while they 
shared their stories. It was more than just busy-work. “Research shows that these 
types of activities can activate brain-calming chemicals,” says Barbara. 

Soon there was a waiting list to attend. “Many of the women had never been 
in a safe, nurturing environment or been in a group where people see their potential 
rather than labeling them as damaged,” says Barbara.

In a poignant example of the program’s success, Barbara relates that after 
speaking about the Red Tent at an event, she was getting ready to leave when 
there was a tap on her shoulder. “A young girl started crying, saying her mother 
had been an addict her entire childhood until she went to jail and took our 

program,” says Barbara. “She said to me, ‘You helped 
our family.’ That’s why we are doing this. There is a 
ripple affect. By helping moms heal, we are helping 
families and we are making communities safer.”

Northeast Park resident Meg Hogan has been a 
close friend of Barbara’s for over 25 years, since they 
were former neighbors in the Old Northeast. For the 
past four years, she’s also been a Red Tent volunteer 
and board member. Meg admits that her first 
experience going into the jail was intimidating. But 
after the first session, she “realized that the 
incarcerated women participating in the Red Tent 
Program had experienced trauma at some time in 
their life that influenced choices that ultimately 
landed them in jail.”

In addition to a counselor leading the discussions, 
a Pinellas Technology Center instructor assists the 
women with job readiness skills. A sewing instructor 
guides the women in handiwork projects. And the 
women learn science-based techniques to reduce 
stress and improve overall emotional wellbeing 
through a program called HeartMath. “The techniques 
are simple and you can experience the benefits almost 
immediately,” says Meg, who is a certified HeartMath 
instructor. “The techniques empower people to 
self-regulate and calm their reactions in the moment, 
or right after they feel triggered.” 

To date, more than 950 women have participated 
in the Red Tent Women’s Initiative. Even more 
importantly, the program has helped reduce the 

number of repeat offenders. The recidivism rate for the Red Tent Initiative is 
25 percent compared to a national recidivism rate of 44 percent, says Barbara. 
Currently, COVID has put a temporary hold on Red Tent volunteers hosting 
group sessions at the jail, but a virtual class is in the planning stages. Barbara 
and her team are also finetuning the curriculum and developing the data to 
document their results. With funding from the L’Oreal Paris grant, they hope 
to take the Red Tent Initiative to the next level by duplicating the program in 
other jails and taking the program nationwide. For more information go to www.
redtentwomensinitiative.org. Â 

RED TENT INITIATIVE Continued from page 1

A sewing project, and the novel that inspired the Initiative. 
Below: Barbara Rhode promoting at an event.
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CATTITUDE
Raw verisimilitude 
Irresistible pulchritude 
Not to be shooed 
Or come unglued

Unlimited latitude
Bellowing beatitude
Devoid of decrepitude
Systematically shrewd

With voice meowed,
“Not happening, dude!”

ONE Inspires
–– Jeannie carlson ––

Bell Tower Thursdays
(In gratitude to St. Mary’s Catholic Church and St. 
Petersburg First United Methodist Church for playing their 
bells Thursdays at 2pm in support of healthcare workers)

Ring, ring the bells
 Chimes that dispel
Thankfulness decibels
 Therapeutic Thursday knells

Ring, ring the bells
 Let the air swell
With resonating prayer
 Lifting angels everywhere

Ring, ring the bells
 Whose pealing quells – 
And arches a jet stream
 Akin to rainbow beams

Ring, ring the bells
 Where Hope dwells
Tolling Mercy, Kindness wells
 Again, ring, ring the bells!
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Meet the Easter Bunny  

Due to corona virus social 
distancing restrictions, this 
year HONNA will have a 

drive-thru Easter Bunny celebration 
for the children in lieu of the annual 
Easter Egg Hunt. 

On Saturday, April 3, from 9-11am 
at Coffee Pot Boulevard and 23rd 
Avenue (the Venetian Steps in 
Granada Terrace), drive up with your 
car, golf cart, or bicycle and receive a 
big wave from the Easter Bunny. 

Children will receive a bag of treats 
from his masked, gloved helpers when 
you drive through (please stay in your 
vehicle!). Look for details which will 
be posted in March on our website 
(www.honna.org) and Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/honnaorg) as 
well as in email blasts if you’re on 
HONNA’s mailing list.                                                                               

~ Anna Broshears 

Our Later – or Earlier – “Fall”  
“Fall comes ‘later’ in Florida...but 

leaves still need proper disposal.” So 
reads a City of St. Petersburg media 
release from February 2018 which goes 
on to warn, “...remember: raking or 
blowing your yard debris into storm 
drains isn’t just lazy... it’s illegal.” 

Doing so can plug storm drains, 
flood our streets, and harm the 
waterways by creating high levels of 
toxic nutrients as storm drains receive 
little treatment or filter processing.  
[Note the previous information about 
Drain to Bay]. 

You can help by keeping fallen 
leaves and grass clippings on your 
property, and off the sidewalks and 
out of the gutters. When possible, 

catch grass clippings and compost 
them along with leaves on-site, or 
dispose of them properly. If you see  a 
clogged storm drain and can safely 
clear it, please do so; if you can’t, 
contact the City’s Public Works 
department. 

And remember: raking or blowing 
grass clippings and leaves into the 
street is illegal.

We “Drain to Bay” 
As noted in the last issue, in late 

January a small group of ONE residents 
spent a cold Saturday morning affixing 
the “Drain to Bay” plaques on 26 
drainage sites throughout the 
neighborhood. It was a fun way to meet 
our neighbors and give back to the 
neighborhood we love so much. We are 
hoping to do it again later in the year 
as there are still plenty of spots that 
need the plaques including in Granada 
Terrace,  so watch for notices when you 
can help.                         ~ Doug O’Dowd

Neighborhood-Wide Yard Sale  
The annual HONNA Yard Sale 

traditionally held in March is being 
rescheduled for Saturday, May 15. 
Watch for finalized plans on social 
media postings and www.honna.org. 

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF COMMUNITY •  •  • 1911-2011

ST. PETE’S JEWEL ON TAMPA BAY
Rick Carson, editor       rickcarson1@gmail.com

Create for Yourself a “New Normal”

Who is ready to say goodbye to 
COVID-19, farewell to 2020, 
and hello to spring 2021? I 

know that I am very eager and anxious 
to get back to normalcy and explore 
something new this year. With 
vaccinations here and being 
administered more every single day, we 
can have real hopes that some semblance 
of normalcy cannot be too far off. 

What do you have in your plans 
this spring? I challenge you to take in 

something new in our vibrant city that 
has become such a popular national 
and international destination for savvy 
travelers. St. Pete has so many options 
to experience right here in our own 
backyard, and which can be enjoyed 
safely with proper precautions. Here 
are just a few to consider...
• Stroll along the waterfront at sunrise
• Picnic in the park
• Dine at the Pier or at a new 

restaurant downtown
• Explore a new county or city park 
• Support the locals and shop 

downtown
• Bike along the waterfront or the 

Pinellas Trail
• Take the St. Pete mural tour
• Jump on the Crossbay Ferry to 

Tampa
• Take a St. Pete Preservation tour
• Spend the day museum hopping

OLD
NORTHEAST
NEIGHBORLINESS

• Go boating, take a sailboat cruise, 
do a dolphin tour,  join a Segway tour

• Visit Sunken Gardens
• Soak in a sunset on St. Pete Beach
• Cheer on the Rays, Rowdies, 

Lightning or Bucs
• Get to know your neighbors by 

organizing your own block street 
get-together

• And don’t forget to consider 
volunteering for a non-profit
We would love to hear what you 

explored this year right here  in our 
own city. Send your suggestions and 
maybe some photos to our HONNA 
page editor at rickcarson1@gmail.
com and we can share them in 
an upcoming issue and on the 
HONNA website. 

Here’s to a safe, fun, enriching and 
healthy 2021! Â

~ Sharon Kantner 
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We wanted to give neighbors a heads-up 
so you’ve got plenty of time – and no 
excuses! – to clean out garages, closets, 
attics and storage units for the big sale. 
We’re also planning to provide secure 
shredding for your personal documents 
such as medical and tax records and 
legal documents. Â          ~Anna Broshears 

HONNA’s Shining Stars:
 “Before” and “After”

In an effort to honor Old NE 
homeowners for preserving or 
updating their home or property, and 

investing the extra dollar to keep the 
character and history of their homes 
intact, HONNA has been recognizing 
them with the Neighborhood Star 
Award. Every month, yard signs will be 
placed on properties to indicate an 
award. The STAR for March is 214 15th 
Avenue N, Troy and Gina Wilson. The 
STAR for April is 436 19th Avenue NE, 
Bryan and Lauren Regner.

Watch for new STARS in the 
neighborhood monthly, and you can 
find them posted on www.honna.org in 
addition to HONNA’s Facebook page. 
We invite you to be a part of this effort, 
so please feel free to nominate a neighbor 
or a refurbished property you admire in 
the ONE. Have a home to honor? Send 
the information to Charleen McGrath 
at treasurer@honna.org. Â

March: 214 15th Avenue North “After”

April: 436 19th Avenue NE “After”

March: 214 15th Avenue North “Before”

April: 436 19th Avenue NE “Before”

HONNA invites and encourages 
you to stay connected and on 
top of programs, events, and 

other happenings in our neighborhood. 
Want to learn more about the 
neighborhood, become involved, 
share ideas, learn about events and 
dates of Porch Parties, and provide 
feedback? Share/Like us at www.
facebook.com/honnaorg. 
Ways To Stay Connected:
• Visit www.honna.org
• Become a HONNA member. 

You’ll receive periodic informative 
ema i l  announcement s .  
honna.org/get-involved

• Volunteer for a project, program, 
or event (the Candlelight Tour of 
Homes, Trunk or Treat, Porch 
Parties, Crime Watch). Contact 
Anna Broshears at abroshe56@
gmail.com.

• Follow Historic Old Northeast 
Forever at www.historicoldnorth-
eastforever.org. HONF works “to 
preserve and protect our special 
neighborhood” (HONF is not 
affiliated with HONNA).

• HONNA offers a variety of flags 
that you can purchase to display 
your love for the Old Northeast. 
The four choices come in several 
color combinations: hunter green, 
burgundy, patriotic, and diversity. 
You can find them at honna.org/
shop.  Â

Repair | Installation | Maintenance 
Residential & Commercial 

Tried the Rest? 
Call the Best. 

(727)345-0317 

Stay Cool & Comfortable All Year Long! 
www.kronwest.com 

6981 Sunset Drive So, South Pasadena, 33707 | CAC18145 & CAC042743 

Previous Awards: 
2007-2009, 2012-2017 

Your local neighbor & resource for Medicare 
Supplements, Medicare Advantage Plans, 
Prescription Drug Plans, and Under 65 
Individual and Family Health Insurance.

New Office in the The Sunshine Center
330 5th St N, Second Floor, St. Pete

More options and guidance for Medicare.

Schedule a virtual 
face-to-face appointment!

Lisa Moore  |  727-677-8040
MooreMedicareOptions.com
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Lisa 
Moore 

2nd Street &  

5th Avenue North

Sharon 
Kantner 

14th Avenue NE

Sandra  
Botero  
Mounts 

Mississippi Ave NE

How long have you lived in St. Pete, and where are 
you from originally? 
My family is originally from Colombia, South 
America. We’ve been in St. Pete for over 40 years.

Favorite place to visit in St. Pete? 
I love downtown! Having grown up here, it’s so 
wonderful to have seen it evolve into the cultural 
center it is now.

Most interesting, enjoyable, or exotic vacation 
you’ve taken? 
I went to India three years ago with my mother. 
We had always wanted to go. It was amazing!

Top two places in the world on your bucket list? 
Peru and Turkey

What famous person, current or past, would you 
like to meet and why? 
There are several. I’d love to meet! Kanika Tomalin, 
Kamala Harris, Joy Reid, Ana Navarro, and more...

Favorite sport, recreational activity, or hobby? 
Textile design, fashion design, sewing, and reading

A great movie you’d recommend or current TV 
series you are watching? 
I like all the geeky shows and movies. Right now 
I’m watching Wanda Vision.

If you were a dog, what breed would you be? 
I would have to say a Toy Maltese so I could talk to 
my dog Ignacio. 

Tell us about a situation or a person who has 
inspired you. 
I see and hear situations and events that inspire me 
every day. I just can’t pick one because we have so 
many people that are inspiring and do so many 
great things for others especially during this time of 
the pandemic.

Current book you’ve read and would recommend? 
I recently finished African Samurai: The True Story 
of Yasuke, a Legendary Black Warrior in Feudal Japan 
by Geoffrey Girard and Thomas Lockley. It was 
fascinating!

Tell us about an accomplishment, current or past, of 
which you are proud. 
I’m very proud of my family. 

Something people might not know about you? 
I have an online geeky fashion business.

What do you do for a living? 
I’m a high school Spanish teacher for Florida 
Virtual School. I enjoy interacting with my 
students and seeing their “aha” moments.

Tell us something about your family. 
My husband, Paul Mounts, is a comic book artist 
who works for Marvel, DC, and others. My 
daughter Jaime is a children’s book author/
illustrator, my stepdaughter Bailey is a dancer and 
singer in Chicago, and my stepson Logan is a 
musician and music producer in Chicago. My late 
father Luis was a cardio-thoracic surgeon in the 
area and my mother Margarita is very active in 
volunteering at the St. Petersburg Clinic. 

How long have you lived in St. Pete, and where are 
you from originally? 
I’ve lived in the Old Northeast for 17 years. I’m a 
fifth-generation native Floridian and grew up in 
Auburndale/Polk County.

Favorite place to visit in St. Pete?  
Hands down, waterfront living is the best at our 
parks and the new pier! 

Most interesting, enjoyable, or exotic vacation 
you’ve taken? 
California – touring San Francisco, the wineries in 
scenic Napa and Sonoma Valleys, Carmel and 
Pebble Beach.

Top two places in the world on your bucket list? 
England and Italy

What famous person, current or past, would you 
like to meet and why? 
Walt Disney, so I could hear more about what 
inspired his vision for the parks and how he made 
his big dreams come true.  “It all started with a 
mouse.” 

Favorite sport, recreational activity, or hobby? 
Tennis, biking, and lately a little pickleball

A great movie you’d recommend or current TV 
series you are watching? 
The movie Yesterday, which has a Beatles-inspired 
plot.

If you were a dog, what breed would you be? 
Golden-Doodle. They are loyal, fun, loving, and 
as a mom of two teenage girls I’m always fetching 
things… :) 

Tell us about a situation or a person who has 
inspired you. 
My dad, Don MacPhee, who passed away at the 
young age of 53. He always found time to help 
others, encouraged me to always do my best, and 
lived by the motto “work hard, play hard.” I think 
he would add “pray hard” to that motto these days. 
My favorite memories growing up were riding in 
his Ford Model T, learning to water ski, and eating 
Snickers bars while watching the TV show Dallas 
on Friday nights.

Current book you’ve read and would recommend? 
Hugs: Daily Inspirations for Women. It’s my go-to 
book every morning to jump-start my day. Quick 
read and gets me in the right frame of mind.

Tell us about an accomplishment, current or past, of 
which you are proud. 
Personal accomplishment: I played on the  
Florida State University tennis team. Professional 
accomplishment: being recognized as the #1 top 
agent for Smith and Associates, St. Pete office 2017.

Something people might not know about you? 
I played tennis with Jimmy Buffett, and let’s just 
say he pursued the right career!

Tell us something about your family. 
I met my husband Rick in St. Pete playing tennis 
25 years ago. We’ve been married for 23 years now. 
I’m happiest when we’re enjoying time with family. 
We love getting away to North Carolina, Disney, 
and the waterfront.

How long have you lived in St. Pete, and where are 
you from originally?
I’ve been in downtown St. Pete three years. 
We moved from Tampa, where we lived for 20 
years. I grew up in Miami, but was born in Ohio.

Best hidden gem in St. Pete?  
The St. Pete Chamber of Commerce, 100 2nd 
Avenue North, Suite 150. The Visitor’s Center 
has a great little gift shop with souvenirs made by 
local artists.  

Top two places in the world on your bucket list? 
The historic city of Petra in Jordan, and Antarctica.  
I love to travel the world.

What famous person, current or past, would you 
like to meet and why? 
Mahatma Gandhi. He lived his beliefs by example.

Favorite sport, recreational activity, or hobby? 
The Eagles (my husband is from Philly) and 
Fantasy Football.  I am the reining champion of 
our 11-year Family Feud League. 

A great movie you’d recommend. 
Love Actually, a great Christmas film.

If you could have a super power what would it be?  
The gift of healing. I know it is cliché, but wouldn’t 
it be amazing to help people...

Favorite restaurant in St. Pete? 
The Beir Boutique on 7th Avenue North... great 
burgers, selection of beers, and Fish Fry on Fridays. 
The owners are from Key West.

If you were a dog, what breed would you be? 
A blue Labrador retriever, loyal and kind, but a 
little unique.

Tell us about a situation or a person who has 
inspired you. 
My daughter inspires me.  She has had to contend 
with medical issues and limitations from birth.  
Watching her adapt and succeed has shown me 
that all things are possible.   

Tell us about an accomplishment, current or past, of 
which you are proud.  
Starting my own company, Moore Medicare Options, 
with the intent to help people in my community. I 
opened an office at the Sunshine Senior Center 
and put my Ikea desk together all by myself.  

Something people might not know about you?  
I am a seriously huge Harry Potter Fan.

What do you do for a living?  
I help people transition onto Medicare. I enjoy 
being a trusted advisor and a help because people 
are sometimes confused and overwhelmed with the 
all the information and options. 
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June 7-August 6
Camps for students of all 
ages, from preschool 
to 12th grade.

5101 First Street NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33703
727-522-2111  

Purposeful Preschool Play 
American Sign Language
Drones & Robotics
Fine Arts
Musical Theatre Training
Specialty Sports Clinics
STEM & Video Game Creation
Academic Enrichment/College Prep...and so much more!

Register Now at www.shorecrest.org/summer
Summer at Shorecrest offers academic enrichment camps, recreational camps, athletic camps and so much more!
Affordable full and half day camp options for students in preschool through 12th grade. OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY.
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During the Spanish-American War (1898), the US War Department sought a 
supply of pure water for troops stationed in Tampa. The Tampa water supply was 
inadequate and brackish. Tests were made of the water in Reservoir Lake, and it 
was shown that the water was of excellent quality, despite the many alligators present. 
A pipe was run from the lake to the end of the railroad pier at what is now Demens 
Landing, and water was taken by boat to Tampa. In 1889, the city constructed a 
water tower at the corner of 5th Street and 2nd Avenue, and ran several water mains 
connecting the downtown to the lake, providing water to downtown residents.

The City Council passed an ordinance in 1910 establishing all lands owned by 
the city around Reservoir Lake as a city park. In 1912, developer C. Perry Snell 
ceded land that he owned west of the lake to add to the park. The last piece of 
private land abutting the park was acquired by the city in 1916. The city dredged 
and filled the lake to give it the shape seen today. The sand dredged from the lake 
was used to fill a swampy area to the north. Katherine Bell Tippetts – founder of 
the St. Petersburg Audubon Society, and perhaps the city’s most renowned environ-
mentalist – had the city rename Reservoir Lake as Mirror Lake in 1915. The lake 
may be appreciated from virtually any side, but there are two special viewing plazas, 
a small one at the northeast corner and a much larger one at the northwest corner.

A host of historic buildings surrounds the lake, including six designated city 
landmarks. Let us begin with City Hall at the corner of 5th Street and 2nd Avenue 
North. City Hall was built in 1937 largely with federal Depression-era “stimulus 
funds.” One of the stipulations of the grant was that it could not be used for city 

halls, so the structure was declared a “Municipal Utilities Building.” The 
architecture is elegant Mediterranean Revival with Moderne elements. It is as 
beautiful on the inside as on the outside. The building has recently been refurbished. 
The City Council chambers include Florida landscape and wildlife murals by 
noted Florida artist Christopher Still. 

Just to the north of City Hall is the little-noticed Poulson Apartments built in 
1919 in the Masonry Vernacular style. At the foot of 3rd Avenue is the 1915 Mirror 
Lake Carnegie Library, certainly one of the most architecturally distinctive libraries 
in the city, built in the rare Beaux Arts style. Securing a Carnegie Foundation grant 
for the library was the work of early city councilman Ralph Veillard, St. Petersburg 
Times editor William L. Straub, and civic activist Annie McCrae.

To the north of the library is the Mirror Lake Recreation Complex, but just 
before the complex is a giant Banyan-like tree, the equal of the historic Banyan 
trees on Beach Drive. The complex itself encompasses several distinctive buildings: 
the Sunshine Center, the Lawn Bowling Club, the Shuffleboard Club, the Chess 
Club, and the Coliseum. The Lawn Bowling Club (1915) is the oldest lawn-bowling 
club in Florida and the 10th oldest in the nation. The Chess Club dates from 
1931. The Shuffleboard Club is the first organized shuffleboard club in the United 
States. By 1944, it had become the world’s largest with 5,000 members. North of 
the Shuffleboard Courts is the Coliseum, which has hosted dances, graduations, 
musical performances, inaugural balls, Martin Luther King Day observances, and 
other public events for more than 100 years. At the time it was built, the Coliseum 

MIRROR LAKE Continued from page 1
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was considered the “largest and finest” dance hall south of Washington, D C. The 
original white-maple flooring was overlaid with red oak in 1989. Over the years, 
entertainers such as Harry James, Rudy Valee, and Will Rogers, performed there. 
Aimee Semple McPherson evangelized there, and in 1985, Ron Howard’s film 
Cocoon filmed dance scenes there. 

Strolling west on Mirror Lake Drive is St. Petersburg’s third high school 
building, which operated from 1919 to 1926. It later became an adult-education 
center and is now the 70-unit Mirror Lake Condominiums. Built in the Mission 
Revival style, the high school’s main features include seven grand arched windows, 
each with a coat-of-arms-like medallion at the top, and the richly finished columns 
on each side of the main entrance. 

At the northwest corner of the lake is the 1926 Mirror Lake Lyceum, originally 
First Christian Church, built in the Mediterranean Revival and Spanish styles. 
The church’s two-story-high sanctuary was built to accommodate 1,000 people. 
The building is now occupied by Bridgepoint Church, with the Lyceum sanctuary 
still available for rentals. 

Next in line walking south is Tomlinson Adult Education Center, originally 
built in 1924 as a junior high school. The building is in the Mediterranean style 
with two large owl statues gracing the top of the main entrance columns. In 1935, 
the school was named after Edwin H. Tomlinson, St. Petersburg’s greatest benefactor. 
Tomlinson’s beneficence included the Manual Training School next to City Hall, 
a 2,500-seat gymnasium and auditorium no longer standing, and St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church (now Cathedral). He also helped donate the city’s first hospital. 

Several residences still exist on Mirror Lake Drive. One of the most unique 
is a 1936 home constructed by master builder Cade Allen, most known for his 
use of stone, marble, and granite employed in the Allendale neighborhood. Close 
by is the 1929 Unitarian Universalist Church built in the Mediterranean or 
Mission style complete with bell tower and buttresses. A modern addition is the 
work of noted architects William Harvard and Blanchard Jolly. The office of 
Wannemacher-Jensen Architects is most recent structure on Mirror Lake Drive.

We end our tour with two mid-century buildings. One is the St. Petersburg 
Judicial Building, one of the city’s rare examples of Brutalist architecture. Unique 
features are the elevated plaza and arcade. The building was designed by Glenn 
Quincy Johnson. Johnson also designed the very different ‘Bird Cage’ homes at 
Pinellas Point with George Ely. A second structure is the modern Sebring State 
Office Building, also designed by Johnson with other partners. 

A proposal to designate Mirror Lake as an Historic District in order to better 
protect the community character of this special place is currently under study by 
the city. St. Pete resident Drexey Smith has no regrets about moving from her 
previous home in the Old Northeast to Mirror Lake. “I am the same distance from 
downtown as I was before, but it is much different. Now my view is Mirror Lake 
with Tampa Bay in the distance, the beautiful sky, birds on the lake, and the 
tremendous building boom going on downtown,” said Smith. “I wake up each 
morning to a lovely sunrise. My neighbors are supportive and kind and many have 
lived here for over 30 years. I can walk around a lovely lake, go to the library, stop 
in for coffee, walk, and visit the Pier. Mirror Lake is a special place that needs to 
be preserved from being over-built by developers moving west. That is my greatest 
concern. I love it here.” Â

Will Michaels is the author of the Making of St. Petersburg and the Hidden History of St. 
Petersburg. He may be reached at wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com or 727-420-9195. 

DINING GUIDE

Mirror Lake’s Unique History
Resources Year Architectural Style

City Hall/Municipal Utility Building* 1937  Mediterranean Revival/ 
  Moderne

Poulson Apartments 1919 Masonry Vernacular

Carnegie/Mirror Lake Library* 1915 Beaux Arts

Shuffleboard Club* 1927

Lawn Bowling Club* 1917

Coliseum* 1924 Moorish

St. Petersburg High School* 1918 Mission Revival

First Christian Church 1926 Mediterranean Revival

Junior High School/Tomlinson  1924 Mediterranean Revival

Unitarian Universalist Church 1929 Mediterranean Revival

Judicial Building 1968 Brutalist 

*Designated Local Landmarks

MIRROR LAKE Continued from page 26
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The Last Word 
Around the Block

Snell Isle Student Creates Unique Art Mural

St. Pete is known internationally for its colorful, abstract murals on restaurants, 
museums, bank buildings, retail shops, and even the pier at North Shore 
Park. But Snell Isle resident Kaelie Dieter might be the first artist to use the 

backdrop of a garage for her artwork. 
The middle-school student at Shorecrest Preparatory School recently completed 

a painting of an enormous humpback whale in the garage of her family’s Anna Maria 
Island vacation and rental home. The home is aptly named the Whispering Whale 
Retreat for its many decorations of whales throughout the house, says Kaelie’s mom 
(Dawna Stone, a health and wellness specialist, author, and motivational speaker 
who was featured in the September-October 2020 issue of the Northeast Journal).

“Kaelie loves to create and when she told me about her idea for the garage of 
our rental property, my husband and I thought it was a great idea,” says Dawna. 
The mural took Kaelie three days to complete, working several hours each day. 
She completed it on her own, says Dawna, except for a few paint strokes from 
other family members so they could add their names to the bottom of the mural.

Why such a large mural in the garage? “It seemed like a really fun project,” 
says Kaelie. “I’ve never painted anything so large and I thought it would be a fun 
experience and a great challenge.”

Although Kaelie loves to paint and draw, her true passion is theater and drama. 
She qualified for the Junior Thespians State Championships last year as a 
sixth-grader and then again this year as a seventh-grader. Â

A work in progress Kaelie Dieter and her finished mural

Retirement Musings

When the Northeast Journal interviewed 
John Collins in 2015, he was just a few 
years into shaping the St. Petersburg Arts 

Alliance into the powerful voice for the arts that 
it has become. Now six years later, John, a resident 
of the Old Northeast, has announced that he’s 
ready to retire and spend more time with his wife 
Mary Ellen. He’s envisioning travel when the 
pandemic subsides and more time to relearn a few 
of favorite hobbies that had to take a backseat, such 
as playing the guitar and juggling.

Didn’t know he loves to juggle? Decades back 
when he lived in Boston, John was a street mime 
at the Faneuil Hall Marketplace. He went on to 
found the Boston Mime Theatre and toured with 
them. He’s even performed at Spoleto, Charleston’s 
popular arts festival.

John and Mary Ellen came to St. Pete about a 
decade ago. It wasn’t long before John was at the 
helm of the St. Pete Arts Alliance, using his steady, 
low-key but determined style to guide the nonprofit 
arts advocacy organization. Under his watch, there 
have been some amazing accomplishments. The 
Second Saturday ArtWalk and Shine Mural Festival 
are among the most visible. But John and his team 
also compiled resources for local artists to help them 
during COVID, developed programs to support arts 
education in public schools, and raised money to 
fund young low-income emerging artists. It’s quite 
a legacy, but he says it’s time to let someone younger 
step up. Most of all, John admits that he and Mary 
Ellen “look forward to having the luxury of 
spontaneity in what we can do. It will be wonderful 
to just pick up and go to Pass-a-Grille beach for a 
walk together on a weekday.” ÂJohn and Mary Ellen Collins

Scott J. Petrucci, ChFC®  

727.525.8484  spetrucci@pfginc.com
5999 Central Avenue, Suite 408 • St. Petersburg, FL 33710
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Located on Mirror Lake, Reflection will feature 81 luxury 
condominium residences, offering expansive floorplans  
and modern amenities. Starting in the $500s

YOUR NEXT 
BRILLIANT MOVE

THE SALES GALLERY IS 
NOW OPEN AND TAKING 
RESERVATIONS.
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353 7th Street S*
Downtown St. Pete

Last listed at $669,000

416 14th Avenue NE
Old Northeast

Sold for $776,000

320 Coffee Pot Riviera NE 
Snell Isle

Last listed at $2,290,000

Client Focused. Results Driven. 
Let me put my knowledge & experience to work for you.

*Participated in sale.
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1325 Snell Isle Blvd NE #402*
Water Club at Snell Isle 

Last listed at $875,000

1120 N Shore Drive NE #1003
Normandy Condo 

Offered at $450,000

SSOOLLDD
SSOOLLDD

The perfect location

This 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 1,315 SF condo sits in the heart of 
the Old Northeast neighborhood in St. Petersburg. This home 

features an open floor plan with amazing water views.

4001 8th Ave N*
Central Oak Park

Last listed at $315,000
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536 21st Ave NE*
Old Northeast

Sold for $1,220,000

SSOOLLDD

Current Listings & Recent 2021 Sales

Live “blissfully” in this  
extraordinary Bliss Penthouse

This magnificent Penthouse home is located in the beautiful, boutique-style “Bliss” condominium. 
This extraordinary 2-level residence is the epitome of luxury living, with an open floor plan that 

offers spectacular panoramic waterfront and city views. Co-Listed with Christopher Pitre

176 4th Avenue NE #1801
Bliss Condo Downtown St. Petersburg


