
   St. Petersburg, FL MAY/JUN 2021 Est. September 2004 

–– Janan Talafer ––

From December to May, it’s not uncommon to see Hilda 
Neily with her easel and palette of paints on the sidewalk 
of one of Crescent Heights brick-paved streets. She’s an 

impressionist plein air painter in the style set forth by master 
impressionist painters like Monet and Renoir. Plein air is a 
French term for ‘in the open air.’

In fact, Neily invites anyone who enjoys painting outdoors 
to come and join her. “The Impressionists often painted together,” 
she says. “You can learn from each other, see something different.”

Neily has the distinction of being one of the most prominent 
painters today in the Cape School of Art tradition. The historic 
outdoor art school was established in 1899 in Provincetown, MA 
by Charles Hawthorne, who also helped launch Provincetown’s 
renowned art colony. Neily studied there for 15 years under the 
direction of Henry Hensche, Hawthorne’s protégé. 

The school is now a nonprofit and has the unique reputation 
of teaching artists and those who appreciate art how to ‘see’ color 

and light. People come from all over the world to develop their 
ability to perceive subtle nuances of color and light at different 
times of the day. Neily has an expert’s trained eye to notice the 
smallest changes created by the angle of the sun, the clouds, and 
the season, and how the color changes are reflected on buildings 
and in the landscape. “People don’t know this unless they are 
taught. Seeing color opens up a whole new dimension,” she 
explains. “The color changes every hour. Every condition is 
different – gray versus sunny; 9am versus 6pm.” 

Neily grew up in Windsor, a small town in southeastern 
Vermont with a factory, a post office, and a train station – not 
the ideal setting for a budding artist. But Maxfield Parrish, the 
famous painter and illustrator known for his idealized landscapes, 
was a frequent visitor. Parrish lived nearby, just over the border 
in New Hampshire, and made frequent trips to the town. “He 
would just hang his pictures in the bank and the library for people 
to enjoy,” she says. “There were two huge paintings of his in the 
library and I would sit for hours looking at them. We didn’t have 
any art museums and we never went to the city, so the only 
paintings I saw growing up were his.”

The artist’s paintings and his use of light and color made 
an impression on her. From an early age, she knew she wanted  
to be an artist, never anything else. “In high school, I just 

Continued on page 20

Cape Cod to Crescent Heights: 
Artists at Work 

Continued on page 22

Artists Cathy Shearer-Neily, Hilda Neily, and Linda Welsh

CONA Leadership project

Earl Gresh in his workshop, circa 1969.

–– Will Michaels ––

There are a variety of interest groups in our city. These include the St. Petersburg Area Chamber 
of Commerce, St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership, Pinellas Realtor Organization, Sierra 
Club, NAACP, Waterfront Parks Foundation and Preserve the ’Burg. Another important 

group is the Council of Neighborhood Associations, commonly known by its acronym ‘CONA.’
CONA’s mission is “to maintain its stature as a leading community organization for building a 

safe, high quality, and seamless city in order to meet the current and future needs of our diverse 

Council of Neighborhood Associations

–– Brandy sTark ––

Residents of St. Petersburg have long admired the iconic property at 2221 4th Street North 
with the English-cottage style architecture. Over the years, it’s housed many landmark 
institutions, including the popular French restaurant Rollande et Pierre and the Melting 

Pot, famous for its fondue. Local history buffs will also recall that from 1940 to 1959 the venue 
was The Earl Gresh Wood Parade Museum, a well-known Florida roadside attraction that 
showcased the wood carvings of the colorful St. Pete character Earl Gresh. Now, new owners 
plan to transform it once again, this time as a craft beer pub restaurant and brewery called Sesh.

“Sesh is short for session, and the word ‘session’ is defined as the amount of time spent 
doing something enjoyable,” explains Matthew Powers, the new owner of the property and 
CEO of Mad Beach Brewing, a brewpub restaurant in Madeira Beach.

Earl Gresh’s Memory  
Lives On at ‘Sesh’
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727 498 0610
sarah@howepg.com
don@howepg.com
sarahanddonhowe.com

SAR AH & DON HOWE
#1 ST PETE TEAM 2017-2020
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4703 DOLPHIN CAY LN S
LIST PRICE $2,375,000

SOL
D

13275 102ND AVE N
LIST PRICE $1,575,000

176 4TH AVE NE UNIT 1001
LIST PRICE $1,890,000

125 CORDOVA BLVD NE
LIST PRICE $5,000,000

REPRESENTED BUYER

WE WANT TO SELL 
YOUR HOME.
Buyers are flocking to the Tampa Bay area only to find limited inventory in the 
real estate market. Home values and property sales are up but available listings 
are getting harder to come by. If you’re thinking about selling your home, trust 
our personal approach, market experience, and sale preparation to 
get the job done, get it done quickly, and get the highest price possible.

PINELLAS COUNTY
MARKET STATISTICS

March 2020 vs. March 2021

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES
Active March 2020

2231

Active March 2021
626

CONDOS
Active March 2020

1636

Active March 2021
728



Springtime in the Sunshine City
As we look back to a year ago, it’s hard to imagine how much has occurred on both a 
personal and global level. I think we might all be breathing a collective sigh of relief 
as finally, our favorite restaurants are opening back up, local museums are accepting 
in-person visits, and even Preserve the ’Burg’s Movies in the Park are back, although 
with some guidelines for social distancing. 

Life is returning, slowly, to a new normal. And as that happens, it’s easy to forget 
that many in our greater St. Petersburg community continue to suffer the after-effects 
of the pandemic, especially food insecurity. A recent Neighborly/Meals on Wheels 
Pinellas press release noted that 
in April of 2020, the organization 
delivered 4,000 meals to people 
in need. This past April, that 
number had jumped to 10,000, 
an alarming increase in the 
number of individuals who would 
otherwise go hungry. 

The St. Petersburg Free Clinic is 
seeing the same challenges, with 
an unprecedented level of 
families turning to the We Help 
Food Pantry for assistance. In 
future issues of the Northeast 
Journal, we’ll be bringing you 
stories about the local people and 
organizations who are tackling 
this major public health concern.

Janan Talafer
Editor, Northeast Journal
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Call for Personalized Tour
Alegria Montessori School welcomes students without regard to race, color, re ligion, national or ethnic origin, or economic or social class.

866-1901866-1901
3200 58th Ave S

Maximo Presbyterian Church
alegriamontessori.com

Scheduling tours for 
Fall of 2021-2022

• Openings for children age 4 through grade 8
• Authentic Montessori program
• Rich collaborative learning environment that 

caters to individual development
• Fostering self-motivation, independence and 

academic success at all levels
• Spanish immersion

2021-2022
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A desert rose in my garden, a sure sign of spring



Giving CHRONIC PAIN

  Patients find relief with fewer pills in breakthrough new
clinic in St. Pete. 
  For those battling with pain, but unable or unwilling to
alleviate their condition with potentially addictive pills it
can feel as if they are on pins and needles waiting for a
solution. 
  However, for some suffering from pain, pins and
needles ARE the solution. 
  Dr. Matthew Mann, DAOM, who trained internationally
with some of the leading practitioners in China,
practices acupuncture and other advanced procedures
at St. Petersburg Acupuncture & Integrative Medicine.
He says that because of the opioid epidemic, many in
the pain management field are skittish about prescribing
pain medication. Prior to opening his doors in St.
Petersburg, Dr. Mann practiced in Texas working in
high volume clinics. He currently consults with
practitioners all across the country and helps guide their
cases in addition to treating and overseeing cases here
in St. Pete. His new facility, St. Petersburg Acupuncture
& Integrative Medicine (St. Pete AIM), will also serve as
a training facility and be used to conduct clinical
research. 
  Dr. Mann said almost all of his patients cannot or
prefer not to take medications to relieve their
conditions. 
  “I’ve been maxed out on pain meds for my migraines,
and the pain was still so bad I couldn’t work,” said
Harold W. from Clearwater. “The doctors just told me I
was going to have to live like that. Acupuncture was my
last hope and it gave me the best results.”
  Harold began to see Dr. Mann in March after
migraines that started six months prior became so
severe that he was going to the ER multiple times a
week. “He’s changed my life, before I started coming
here I couldn’t work, I had trouble sleeping. I didn’t
know anything about acupuncture, but I was desperate”,
Harold said. “I’m so glad I gave it a chance after the
pain meds failed to help me.”

  Becker, who has been practicing 20 years, said he
learned about acupuncture during his fellowship and
has enthusiastically recommended it to his patients for
years.  

  Dr. Ralph Becker, pain management physician for the
Mayo Clinic recommends acupuncture and said Harold’s
comments are common. “Patients today realize that
there are non-invasive options out there and want to
avoid surgery if possible.” 

  For others struggling with pain management and
staying independent, such as Lily T. of Austin, pills are
not an option. 
  “I have nerve damage in my hands and feet from my
chemo treatments for colon cancer,” Lily said. “While
the cancer is gone, the burning needle sensation keeps
me from driving and doing the hobbies I love. When the
medications the doctors prescribed me didn’t help, they
all told me that there was nothing else they could do
for me.” 
  “Sometimes I’d be up all night because of the
hurting,” Lily said. 

  Lily said her pain is mostly resolved and now she is
able to resume the hobbies she was unable to perform
prior to seeing Dr. Mann. 
  She said she did not expect the treatments to work,
but is delighted it has. Dr. Mann says, “while we see
these seemingly miraculous results day in and day out,
Lily turned out to be an unusually fast responder.
Typically, I expect patients to take a few more weeks to
report these kinds of changes, I’m very happy for her,
and all of us here at St. Pete AIM are excited to see
this look of amazement on our patients’ faces.”

   “If people ask me, I encourage them to try it. Our
saying is, can’t hurt, often helps.” 
  Becker says he has found acupuncture helps with
many of his patients who have chronic pain and
neurological conditions. “You give them less
medication, there are less uncomfortable side effects,”
Becker said. “They become more active.”

  Dr. Mann said initially he had told Lily that she could
not be accepted as a patient, because he was skeptical
that acupuncture could help Lily’s neuropathy (nerve
damage) because it was so severe.

  “I tell all my friends. I don’t have the pain anymore
and I’ve stopped using my cane,” Lily said. “My family
doesn’t have to drive me to the store anymore, I’ve
gained back my independence.” 

To see if you are a candidate 
for the procedures used by Dr. Mann, 

call 727-235-0435 to schedule 
a consultation today. 

 
You don't have to live in pain.

 

 8855 DR MLK JR ST N, ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33702                               www.stpAIM.com                          

sufferers



Livia Zien moved to the area from Washington, DC in 2000. She married, 
traveled, and changed careers from electrical engineering to culinary 
arts to teaching math. Livia (who also enjoys running and swimming) 
and her husband Greg love life in the ONE with their two kitties.

Lynn Lotkowictz spent years in radio in NY, and in business dev/mgmt 
at Florida Trend Magazine. She volunteers at Tomlinson Adult Learning 
Center ESOL Program, and travels internationally. Lynn is the new NEJ 
Facebook roving reporter sharing photos and video about exciting events, 
people and places around town. facebook.com/NortheastJournalFL

Will Michaels is retired as executive director of the History Museum 
and has served as president of St. Petersburg Preservation and vice 
president of the Dr. Carter G. Woodson Museum of African American 
History. He is the author of The Making of St. Petersburg. [wmichaels2@
tampabay.rr.com]

Janan Talafer A long-time Snell Isle resident, Janan is the editor of 
the Northeast Journal and enjoys writing about people and places 
in St. Petersburg. She loves swing dancing, blues music, and 
gardening, even when the weeds threaten to overtake the yard. 
[janantalafer@gmail.com]

Rick Carson has lived in St. Pete since 2001, after a career journey 
that took him from national Republican politics to the innkeeper of a 
B&B – from the cesspools of Washington to cleaning guestroom toilets 
(ask him if there is any difference). [nsnaeditor@aol.com]

Angie Connor was born and raised on the Space Coast of Florida, 
and moved to Crescent Heights with her husband and two children 
in 2006 after graduating from Penn State. Angie currently works in 
Public Affairs for a federal agency, and serves as president of the 
Crescent Heights Neighborhood Association.

Samantha Bond Richman relocated to the Old Northeast in 2014 
after living in Tampa for 28 years. She owns Sam Bond Benefit Group, 
a downtown insurance agency. She and husband Tim enjoy fishing, 
golf, and supporting family-oriented charitable causes.

We would like to sincerely thank and introduce our contributors. The time 
and talent they dedicate to writing about good people, good places, and good 
things happening is what makes the Northeast Journal the quality publication that 
our readers have come to expect and love.

MEET THE WRITERS

Jeannie Carlson is a correspondent for Tampa Bay Newspapers, Inc. 
as seen in Tampa Bay Times, TBNWeekly.com and Beach Beacon; an 
adjunct English professor; and a writer at Examiner.com (“Swedish 
Cooking with a Southern Accent”). She has been a resident of and 
inspired by the ONE since 2000. (www.JeannieCarlson.com)

Jonathan Kile moved to St. Pete in 2001. A rare genetic condition forced 
him to give up a career in sales in favor of a full-time position as father, 
husband, and writer. He blogs about his family travels and advocates for 
awareness of vascular Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome at dontmakemeturnthis-
vanaround.com. He’s on the board of literary nonprofit Keep St. Pete Lit. 

Brandy Stark is an artist, writer, and educator who lives in Crescent 
Heights. She is known for her hand-wrapped wire metal sculptures, 
fascination with local ghost stories, lore, and legends, and her 
immense love of all things pug. When not working, she spends time 
with her pug pack, pocket pets, and bearded dragon.

Samantha Bond Richman
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It’s not just a house, it’s a homeIt’s not just a house, it’s a home

727.409.3873
www.hefeldman.com

Providing quality home building and remodeling services 
in the Tampa Bay area, since 1974.

FELDMAN
& SON

B U I L D E R S  A N D  R E M O D E L E R S



100 1ST AVENUE N #1106
Downtown St. Pete
$1,349,950
2 Bed | 2/1 Bath | 1,402 SF
Brent Johnson 727.385.0953

TAMPA  |  ST. PETERSBURG  |  CLEARWATER  |  BEACHES  |  LONDON  |  727.205.9140  |  SMITHORANGE.COM/OLDNE

LOCAL ♥ GLOBAL REACH

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD EXPERTS SINCE 1969.

Our Global Partners Our Global Partners 

SMITH IS HOME.

176 4TH AVENUE NE #1801
Downtown St. Petersburg
Bliss Condo
4 Bed | 4/1 Bath | 4,276 SF
Pitre / Bearnarth 718.724.3980

6000 DARTMOUTH AVENUE N
Lake Pasadena
$349,000
2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,374 SF
Linda Lee Gates 727.492.0389

445 78TH AVENUE 
St. Pete Beach
$425,000
2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,000 SF
Isabel Caruso 727.772.3997

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

515 12TH AVENUE NE
Old Northeast
$1,100,000
2-Story Quad-Plex
Kantner / Waechter 727.278.5866

719 21ST AVENUE N
Crescent Lake
$925,000
4 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,717 SF
Pia Hiotis 614.561.5996

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

SSOOLLDD

180 BEACH DRIVE NE #2402
Ovation 
$3,999,000
3 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 3,660 SF
Momberg / Stratton 727.560.1571

850 LIVE OAK AVENUE NE
Placido Bayou
$750,000
3 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,350 SF
Janelle Chmura 813.380.5465

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

156 17TH AVENUE NE
Old Northeast
$875,000
3 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,402 SF
Melissa Clark 727.865.3746

665 14TH AVENUE NE 
Historic Old Northeast
$1,584,000
5 Bed | 4/1 Bath | 3,713 SF
Serra / Lancaster 727.580.3335

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

2004 BAYVIEW DRIVE
Tierra Verde
$2,500,000
1.04 Acres | Lot #2
Janelle Chmura 813.380.5465

SSOOLLDD

251 6TH STREET S
Gaslamps - Downtown St. Pete
$1,150,000
3 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 2,755 SF
Jacki Fabrizio 727.776.2976

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

545 4TH AVENUE S #6
The Royal Townhomes
$1,350,000
4 Bed | 4 Bath | 3,174 SF
Jacki Fabrizio 727.776.2976

151 20TH AVENUE NE
Snell & Hamletts North Shore
$895,000
3 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 2,276 SF
Malowany Group 727.593.4699

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

12033 GANDY BOULEVARD N #131
Grande Verandahs
$345,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,013 SF
Malowany Group 727.593.4699

3312 15TH STREET N
Magnolia Heights
$304,900
2 Bed | 1 Bath | 1,064 SF
Cheryl Landwehr 727.804.4747

SSOOLLDD

8343 95TH AVENUE 
Seminole
$199,000
2 Bed | 1 Bath | 960 SF
Marissa Suttell 727.463.1617

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

BURLINGTON AVENUE N
Historic Kenwood
$325,000
Build Your Dream Home
Daniel Reichard 727.771.3834

PPEENNDDIINN
GG

165 13TH AVE NE
Old Northeast
$989,000
4 Bed | 3/1 Bath | 2,592 SF
Kantner / Waechter 727.278.5866

SALTAIRE
Starting in the $900s 
1,663 - 6,097 SF
Saltaire Sales Team 727.240.3840
saltairestpete.com
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–– angie conner ––

Imagine moving into a remodeled 
historic church and having your 
bedroom in what was once the choir 

loft, using a church pew in place of 
your dining room chairs, or looking at 
beautiful stained-glass windows in just 
about every room of your new house.

Thanks to the persistence of the 
Crescent Heights Neighborhood 
Association and a local developer who 
was willing to compromise, the former 
church – initially scheduled to be 
demolished – is now a spectacular 
single-family home at 801 28th 
Avenue North.

The property has an intriguing 
history. It was built in 1928 at a cost of 
just over $18,000 by St. Pete developer 
M.B. Welch, best known for building 
Welch’s Mediterranean Row – a street 
of unique historic homes in the Old 
Northeast. He constructed the church 
in the distinctive Spanish Mission 
Revival architectural style. With its 
buffed-colored stucco exterior, 
numerous arched, stained-glass 
windows that were built on site, and 
an ornamental bell tower and roof, the 
building was considered one of the 
prettiest of its time. 

Rev. Robert Steinbach – a missionary 
sent to St. Petersburg to provide 
spiritual services to the many Lutheran 
seasonal visitors who came during 
winter – was the founding pastor. He 
initially held services at the Masonic 
Temple downtown, and then supervised 
construction of a permanent venue in 
Crescent Heights, which would become 
Grace Lutheran Church.

The first service took place on 
November 4, 1928, before the building 
was even completed. Over the years, 
as the congregation grew, the church 
prospered. In an interesting side note, 
church records show that during 
WWII, Pastor Steinbach traveled to 
Tampa on Sundays to deliver a sermon 
to German prisoners-of-war who were 
held at Drew Field (now Tampa 
International Airport). 

After the war, the church continued 
to expand, and by the early 1960s, 
Grace Lutheran had outgrown the 
Crescent Heights facility. In 1961, the 
church relocated to its current, larger 
location at 4301 16th Street North, 
and the American Baptist Church of 
the Beatitudes moved into the vacated 
space. For decades, The Church of the 
Beatitudes thrived with a multi-cultural, 
ethnically diverse congregation, with 
services offered in English and Spanish. 
The church also served as a 
neighborhood polling place for voting, 
a community space for neighborhood 
meetings, and the parking lot was even 
the location of the neighborhood art 
festival. But in more recent years, as 
the congregation dwindled and the 
remaining members grew older and 
passed on, it became difficult for the 
Church of the Beatitudes to maintain 
the property. One of the great legacies 
of the church is the story of a donor 

named Rose who bequeathed funds to 
support the church. In her honor, the 
front doors were always painted a rose 
color.

In September of 2016, the Crescent 
Heights Neighborhood Association 
and several businesses rallied in support 
of the church by hosting a neighborhood 
Carefest day-of-service event to paint 
the exterior and landscape the grounds. 
Sherwin Williams donated the paint, 
Ace and Lowe’s donated plants and 
supplies, and Fresh Market, Better 
Byrd, and PDQ donated breakfast and 
lunch to feed the many neighborhood 
volunteers who showed up to do their 
part to bring a spark back to the 
church. I fondly recall preparing for 
this event with my friend and neighbor 

Crescent Heights Church Transformed Into Family Home
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Karen, standing on the front steps of 
the church and holding up chip after 
chip of rose-colored shades of paint, 
contemplating what might be the best 
color to complement the freshly 
painted exterior.

In 2017, the church’s board made 
the difficult decision to sell the church 
sanctuary, its buildings, and the 
parking area. The residents of Crescent 
Heights were crushed to find out the 
property – technically four lots – was 
sold to a local developer who had 
plans to demolish the church. There 
was a rallying cry from the 
neighborhood residents that the 
church must be saved. 

Jennifer Wright, president of 
Crescent Heights Neighborhood 
Association (CHNA) from 2018-2019; 
and Jim Tomlinson, neighborhood 
historian, took charge. Under 
Jennifer’s dedicated leadership, 
CHNA worked with the church 
board, as well as the developer, 
Bluewater Builders, and the City of St. 
Petersburg. Building upon Jim’s 
historical knowledge, the application 
was filed with the city on February 16, 
2018 to designate the church an 
historic landmark. We were thrilled 
with the outcome. Bluewater Builders 
agreed to save the church, convert it 
to a single-family home and simulta-
neously seek historical designation.

In the years following, the parking 
lot was removed, and two beautiful 
homes were built on 29th Avenue 
North. Next, the annex of the original 

with the response! We estimated that 
at least 200 people showed up to see 
what had been done. Only a few people 
could go in at a time due to COVID 
guidelines for social distancing, so 
while everyone was waiting, we 
reminisced about the church and its 
long history in the community. 

One of the best conversations was 
with Alison Steinbach, who turned 
out to be the granddaughter of Rev. 
Steinbach, the founding pastor of the 
original Grace Lutheran Church. She 
continues to live in the house that 
her grandparents once owned in 
Crescent Heights. Meeting her was a 

church structure was removed, and a 
third home was built on the site of the 
original Sunday School building. 
Finally, work began to transform the 
church sanctuary into a luxurious 
four-bedroom, 3,000+-square-foot 
home that would retain many historic 
features while offering an updated, 
state-of-the-art residence.

Of course, the neighborhood was 
curious about the renovations. Two 
days before the house was to go on the 
market, the realtor, Bryan Belcher, 
arranged for members of the Crescent 
Heights Neighborhood Association to 
tour the property. We were overwhelmed 

wonderful connection with the 
church’s iconic past.

Within a short time of the home 
being listed, it sold for $1.4 million. I 
wonder if someone in line during our 
CHNA tour had bought the home, or 
if it was someone who had a connection 
to Grace Lutheran or the Church of 
the Beatitudes. We may never know, 
but it is true that the church will always 
have a special place in the hearts of 
Crescent Heights’ residents. We feel a 
sense of pride that our commitment to 
its legacy helped save this historic 
structure and preserved it for future 
generations. Â

ExploreStPeteLiving.com

Brian Waechter
727.278.5866 

Top 1% in Pinellas County
727.643.2708
Experienced in Renovation Planning

Sharon Kantner 

Our Global Partners 

 Statistical information pulled from StellarMLS.

Your Old NE Neighbors & Realtors for over 17 years
Our Success Through the Years

100
OLD NE NEIGHBORHOOD SALES

Celebrating 

star
#2 Team 2019 & 2020 
Smith & Associates 

Real Estate 

St. Petersburg Office
�

Total Sales Volume 
to Date

$120M+
home%

Average  
Sold Price/List Price 

Ratio

98%

In 2018, Crescent Heights’ residents placed “love notes” on their neighborhood church, hoping to save it from demolition.



Page 10 May/June 2021 NORTHEAST JOURNAL

–– Jon kile ––

On a bright spring morning, seven scholars sit socially distanced at picnic 
tables under a shelter in Azalea Park. Without interjecting, the instructor 
observes as the students participate in a Socratic discussion. They share 

their thoughts and listen intently to their classmates’ observations and differing 
viewpoints. Ultimately, the exchange of ideas about Post-Civil War Reconstruction 
and its ripple effect builds as they connect the dots to the Jim Crow era, the mid 
20th Century Civil Rights movement, and to Black Lives Matter. 

Perhaps this is typical of upper-level history classes at colleges across the 
country. But the students in Azalea Park range in age from seven to twelve years 
old. Their teacher, Rachel Pethé, was a VP for a large custom-home builder before 
getting her master’s degree in education and stepping away from the corporate 
world to embark on a career in teaching. 

This is a typical day at Indi-ED, a small St. Petersburg private school that is 
the manifestation of a dream nurtured by Christine Laurenzi, a passionate former 
public-school teacher, and her team of dedicated teachers. 

Laurenzi, an Old Northeast resident, founded Indi-ED on the philosophy of 
building a passion for learning by tailoring each student’s experience to their 
strengths and interests and providing experiential opportunities in the community. 

Laurenzi explains, “When you ask children about school, most can tell you 
what they aren’t good at – the subjects where they struggle. What we want to do 
is encourage students in their strengths and create a passion for learning that 
crosses over into all other areas.” 

Indi-ED has 40 students from kindergarten age to seniors in high school. On 

a typical day, pre-pandemic, all of the students would begin the day together during 
a morning meeting. Laurenzi says by exposing younger students to the examples 
set by older students and vice versa, it’s a way for students to see the cohesion and 
purpose in their educational experience.

“When we talk about learning a concept, we’ll ask a student how well they grasp 
a subject by whether they simply understand it, or have mastered it to the point 
that they can teach it. Having a self-awareness of comprehension is powerful for 
both students and teachers,” says Laurenzi.

Before opening her own school, Laurenzi had a 10-year career teaching in a 
variety of public schools. Becoming a teacher helped her see what she thought was 
missing in her own educational experience. She also felt that the culture in many 
schools is about meeting prescribed benchmarks, not feeding kids’ curiosity to learn. 
“People learn through experiences,” she says. “We don’t want to just teach subjects, 
but to teach kids to be curious learners and people who have compassion.” 

Five years ago, Indi-ED started with 12 students and since then has added 10 
to 15 students each year. After outgrowing its first location downtown, the program 
expanded to a former pre-school on 1st Avenue North. You won’t find a traditional 
school desk inside. The rooms are divided into sitting areas of couches and tables. 
During the pandemic, classes have taken turns using the campus, spending other 
days in local parks or holding meetings online. Laurenzi gave teachers the flexibility 
to choose which platforms they were comfortable using, and which worked best 
for their group of students. 

You also won’t find classes rigidly divided by grade levels. Students are assigned 
to groups of 8-to-10 students. For example, one seven-year-old might thrive in 

A New Type of Learning Opportunity

Jheadon exploring during recess

Jackson and Clementine get their hands dirty before building models of geologic landforms.

Learning about project management & innovation during a site visit with Gilbane Construction

a setting where they’re the oldest learner, while another might enjoy the challenge 
of being the youngest. “We want to meet children where they are,” says Laurenzi. 

In preparation for officially launching the school, Laurenzi crisscrossed the 
area pitching her idea at Social Venture Partners (taking third place in the 
famously competitive event) and giving a moving talk at TEDx Tampa. Now that 
her dream is a reality, the school’s growth comes up against the challenge of the 
local real estate market. 

“We’ve been here two years and we’re already desperately searching for 
something bigger. We think we can grow to 100-120 students per campus and 
still offer the same rich learning environment,” says Laurenzi. 

Students take pride in the school, where walls are covered in student art and 
photos of class trips. Twelve-year-old Lily Brinkley enjoys acting as a tour guide 
and eagerly shows off the students’ art, the tree house they built, and the new 
class gardens. One wall features photos of classes visiting a veritable Who’s Who 
of local politicians, artists, business owners, writers, and CEOs. 

For all of the uniqueness of Indi-ED, Laurenzi is clear that she isn’t reinventing 
the wheel. “We already know what works in education,” she says. “This is happening 
in other places like Colorado and California. I have found that there are also a lot 
of parents here who are looking for this kind of learning environment for their kids.” 

After their discussion of Post-Civil War Reconstruction, Ms. Pethe’s class 
sprints off to the playground. Two girls jump on the swings, while the rest began 
a game of tag. Indi-ED’s students are still ordinary kids who happen to be getting 
an extraordinary learning opportunity. Â
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An Adoption Success Story
Kim and Kirk Hendrick talked about becoming foster 
parents early in their marriage as a way to grow 
their family. They began the process by searching 
for foster children available for adoption via the 
Heart Gallery. In the meantime, the couple met 
Isabella, nicknamed “Bella,” when she moved into a 
foster home down the street and they bonded over 
a shared love of cheerleading.  When Kim and Kirk 
recognized Bella on the Heart Gallery of Pinellas 
and Pasco they knew they wanted her to be part of 
their family. Now, more than a year later, Bella and 
the Hendricks have cemented their bond and Bella 
says she feels like she’s home. In her forever home, 
this vivacious teenager is now able to explore her 
musical talents and her passion for life.

–– Jeannie carlson ––

Even with all their complexities, families are a 
blessing of permanence that give children an 
advantage in life. But not everyone is given this 

opportunity, especially those in foster care. As program 
director of the Heart Gallery of Pinellas and Pasco, 
Patsy Stills is hoping to change that.

A program of Gulf Coast Jewish Family & 
Community Services, “the Heart Gallery of Pinellas 
and Pasco is dedicated to increasing the number of 
adoptions of local children in foster care,” said Patsy. 
Since it was established in 2006, the nonprofit 
organization has found forever homes for 390 children. 
But many more need help. 

Patsy points out that every year hundreds of 
children in Florida turn 18 without being adopted. 
In Pinellas and Pasco alone, over 400 children 
annually are looking forever homes. Without the 
support system of a family, foster children can face a 
future full of obstacles. The statistics bear this out. 
Children who age-out of the system without being 
adopted have a much higher chance of educational 
failure, pregnancy, and homelessness because they 
lack family, mentors, and any thread of nurturing 
continuity from their childhood. Data  shows that 
80 percent of incarcerated prisoners spent time in 
the foster care system.

“Gulf Coast JFCS and the Heart Gallery are part 
of the solution,” said Patsy. “We match up families 
with children who are the hardest to adopt, which 
includes teenagers, siblings who wish to be adopted 
together, and those with special medical needs.”

After serving as executive director for a number of 
nonprofit organizations involving child welfare and 
juvenile justice, Patsy was named director of the Heart 
Gallery of Pinellas and Pasco in January of 2018. In 
the three-plus years she’s been working with the Heart 
Gallery, she said that the most fulfilling moment so 
far was when she assisted in the adoption process of 
an African American teenage boy who was adopted 
three days before his 18th birthday, making him 
legally part of a family. “We never stop recruiting for 
a child until he or she is no longer legally eligible, is 
adopted, or ages out of foster care,” said Patsy.

The concept for the Heart Gallery was originally 
developed by a professional photographer and an 
adoption recruiter who came up with the idea of using 
heartfelt portraits of older children and sibling groups 
who were looking for prospective adoptive parents. 
The idea took off and today there are over 80 Heart 
Galleries around the US dedicated to help increase 
state-sponsored adoption for foster kids.

“The Heart Gallery program model is known 
nationwide as an emotionally safe way to promote 
local adoptions of available foster children through 
photographs, videos, social media, and website 
recruitment tools,” said Patsy. “In addition to 

GOODNESS INDEED

Adopting Foster Children Through the Heart Gallery

Bella with her adoptive parents Kim and Kirk HendrickPatsy Stills with former news anchor Al Ruechel
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featuring adoptable children, we recruit and support 
families interested in adoption and provide 
post-adoption support.”

The Heart Gallery relies on community support to 
share its story by inviting local businesses, churches, 
and organizations to display a photo gallery of foster 
children waiting for forever families. Photo galleries 
can be displayed as a pop-up gallery, for a month or 
more, or even a year.

Great Explorations hosted the organization’s first 
Heart Gallery in 2006 and has since expanded its 
support by dedicating a small room for adoption-
related information, as well as a photo gallery of foster 
children. The museum also offers free lifetime 
admission to Heart Gallery adoptive families.

The Tampa Bay Rays Baseball Foundation began 
giving the Heart Gallery grant money starting in 

2009. A year later, former Rays pitcher James Shields 
created a suite for foster care at the Tropicana Fields 
stadium. Since then, the Rays have launched the 
Home Run Club for foster children and agencies 
working with them. A permanent display in support 
of the Heart Gallery is located at Tropicana Field. 
Chris Archer, a player currently on the Rays roster, 
is a big advocate for adoption and the Heart Gallery 
as he himself was adopted.

Local restaurants have also been helpful. Steve and 
Nancy Westphal – owners of several restaurants on 
Beach Drive – have offered one wall in their café, The 
Annex, to the Heart Gallery. Patsy shared a 
heartwarming tale of a grateful gentleman who 
approached Steve at one of the restaurants to say he 
and his wife had adopted children from a portrait they 
had serendipitously seen on that wall in the Annex.

Foster youth at a Rays gameHeart Gallery founders are honored at a Tampa Bay Rays game

We love helping 
nice people find 

nice homes in our 
neighborhoods.

Our family real estate team  
is committed to providing 

outstanding service, market 
knowledge, negotiation skills 
and discretion to our clients.  

Contact us today to find out  
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perfect new one.

The SIMMS Team
238 Beach Drive NE | St. Petersburg, FL 33701

www.SimmsTeam.com | 727.898.2582

Charming villa in a beautiful gated communityCharming villa in a beautiful gated community

www.PlacidoBayouCondo.comwww.PlacidoBayouCondo.com

In addition to business support, the Heart Gallery 
relies on professional photographers who volunteer 
their time to take the children’s portraits for the 
display galleries. Currently there are about 25 local 
photographers participating in the program, but more 
are always needed.

Unlike private adoptions, Florida state adoptions 
from foster care cost very little or nothing. The 
preparation process is provided locally without charge 
and court costs and fees are also offset by the state. 
Other benefits include free college tuition for the 
state-adopted child, tax credits, support groups, 
monthly financial support, and health care among 
others.

For more information, visit the Heart Gallery of 
Pinellas and Pasco website at heartgallerykids.org. Â
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–– saManTha Bond richMan ––

Opening a movie theater in late 
2020 during a pandemic might 
seem ill-timed. The friends who 

used to ask, “Seen any good movies 
lately?” are now asking, “Watch 
anything good on Netflix lately?” But 
regardless of timing, Michael Hazlett 
and wife Susan (Susie) went ahead and 
launched Green Light Cinema, a new 
indie art house move theater right in 
the heart of downtown. The couple has 
expanded the entertainment offerings 
of St. Petersburg in a small, yet 
profoundly meaningful way. By 
applying an aficionado lens, Michael 
aims to choose entertainment 
selections that offer his viewers quality 
over quantity.

First, Green Light Cinema is not a 
big-box movie house. The venue prides 
itself on literally curating the films they 
choose to show in their 50-seat theater. 
Michael wants to leave the viewer 
thinking and saying, “Brilliant! That 
was just brilliant!”  With all the choices 
in film entertainment – from Hollywood 
style movies, to limited budget 
productions, and even small, 
independent local films – being good 
at choosing titles that touch the 
audience is a skill. With 29 years in the 
film and entertainment industry, and 
an inquiring mind, clearly Michael has 
seen a lot of them. 

Entering the building, a visitor 
immediately feels that this is different... 
more intimate, though spacious and 
inviting at once. The lobby is basic, 
with some high-top tables and a hip, 
curvy couch. Not surprisingly, the walls 
are decorated with framed movie 
promotional prints. The atmosphere 
feels like a cross between a high-end 
media room in some rock star’s 
basement and a traditional theater. 
There are some favorite candies, 
popcorn, sodas, and even a choice of 
beer and wine for sale in the lobby. 

In the theater itself, seat rows are 
spaced apart by six feet, so all guests are 
distanced, and currently only 20-25 
tickets are being sold per showing. The 

wide, comfy seats are an amazingly 
plush red-velour fabric that invite the 
viewer to come in, sit back, and relax. 
The technology is just as sophisticated 
as the big-box theaters, with digital 
speakers placed strategically throughout 
the room and a projector overhead. The 
room has a stadium-style incline so that 
all seats have a great view of the screen. 
There are no balconies or railings or 
awkward walkways; and strikingly 
different, there are just 50 seats.

Immediately, ideas of how else the 
space may be used come to mind. 
Specials events? Private parties? Live 
performances? Fundraisers? Yes, yes, yes 
assures Michael... it’s just that no one 
has been around much lately. He 
laments the luck of the timing, though 
remains optimistic and excited about 
his new business. He looks forward to 
hosting all of these at his fabulous 
venue, this gem, right in downtown St. 
Petersburg. 

While it may seem a bit avant-garde 
to show independent films, St. 
Petersburg is known for independent-
thinking residents, the kind of people 
who can appreciate film as an art form. 
Some movies titles will be among the 
commercially recognized, some will be 
classics. Perhaps there will be a Rocky 
Horror Picture Show night? “Yes,” Susie 
nods, this is potentially in the works. 

Some of their most recent showings 
include Shiva Baby and Oscar-nominated 
documentary shorts like, Quo Vadis, 
Aida; Do Not Split; and Concerto.

In addition, Green Light Cinema 
offers an entertainment streaming 
service populated with the selections 
they feel viewers will appreciate. It’s a 
great time-saver to use a movie curator 
like Michael to guide selections both 
in the theater and via virtual cinema. 
He’s specifically chosen from the 
thousands – perhaps hundreds of 
thousands – of titles now accessible 
from home, thanks to the today’s 
technology. Find this curated service 
online at www.greenlightstpete.com/
green-light-virtual-cinema.

Like many people who have relocated 
to St. Pete, Michael and Susie visited 
Florida during December from the 
Boston area, then went back home to 
cold and snow, and thought, “What are 
we doing here?” They moved to 
Clearwater in 2015, then to the Euclid 
St. Paul neighborhood a year later, 
seeking a more fun and funky place to 
call home. They run the theater together, 
though Susie still has her ‘day job’ in 
accounting for TECO. Green Light 
Cinema currently has no employees, but 
there’s Henry, their big friendly St. 
Bernard/bulldog mix who acts as host, 
mascot, and official greeter. Â

Michael and Suzy Hazlett with Henry in front of their new indie art house movie theater.

St. Pete’s Indie Theater: Green Light Cinema
SPOTLIGHT ON THE ARTS



NORTHEAST JOURNAL May/June 2021 Page 15

PEOPLE AND PETS
Calling all residents of the Old Northeast, Snell Isle, Venetian Isles, Crescent Lake, Crescent Heights, and Downtown! 

Email your HIGH-RES digital photo to Janan Talafer at editor@northeastjournal.org. Please include your name, address, phone number, and pet’s name. 

Austin Auer with Bogey
38th Avenue NE

Theo Hammock and Meredith Auer with Morgan and Jesse
14th Lane NE

Jenna Williams with Coby
1st Avenue NE

Brandy Stark with Amazing Grace
26th Avenue North

Sarah Donnantuoni with Luna
37th Avenue NE

Geoff Miller with Rue
45th Avenue NE

Mary Gupta with Bandit
Bayshore Blvd. NE
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Clay artists at work at the Clay Center

Beauty Borne of the Earth

–– livia Zien ––

Lyn Van Voorst remembers growing up in Oregon, 
playing outside with her sister, and having no 
problem getting her hands dirty. “I was always 

playing in dirt, always out in the mud and sand,” says 
the Old Northeast resident. “In Oregon, it was always 
wet!” It’s no surprise that fond memories of her earthy 
playground would eventually become the foundation 
for her work and passions in the future.

Van Voorst left the Pacific Northwest in 1981, 
moving to Florida so her children could be closer to 
their grandparents. She went on to have a long career 

as a guidance counselor in the Pinellas County School 
System. It wasn’t until retirement that she was finally 
able to return to her youthful passion for playing in 
the dirt – but this time it was with clay. In 2004, Van 
Voorst opened the Clay Center of St. Petersburg, a 
full-service pottery studio on 1st Avenue South.

Van Voorst’s first introduction to pottery had 
come decades before at a store in Sausalito, CA, 
where she fell in love with the clay work on display 
there. Van Voorst asked the potter to make a colander 
and some mugs for her, which she still has to this day. 

“From that day forward, I knew wanted to work with 
clay myself,” she says. 

Her dream has come true at The Clay Center, 
which is a center for creativity, science laboratory, 
and gathering place all wrapped into one. The nearly 
10,000-square-foot building houses 33 studios, large 
common areas, and is home to over 50 members. 
There are wheels for general use, multiple kilns, a 
spectrum of glazes, and an infinite supply of ideas.

Van Voorst has fostered a nurturing and creative 
atmosphere where clay artists of all levels share their 
ideas, learn from each other, and experiment together. 
On a typical day, a potter can be seen sitting at her 
wheel, throwing her next masterpiece. Another artist 
is at the slab roller preparing to work on a hand-building 
project. You might overhear discussions about which 
glaze combinations would look best on a newly 
bisque-fired piece. Small groups gather weekly around 
a brick kiln experimenting with different types of 
firings, from raku to saggar to salt. Beginning students 
take pride in their first creations, possibly on a path 
to a new-found hobby. Seasoned potters continue to 
learn new skills through a variety of workshops given 
by experts around the world.

The Clay Center of St. Petersburg is also known 
for hosting the annual St. Vincent de Paul CARES 
Empty Bowls, a signature fundraising event with 
proceeds going to programs for the homeless and to 
alleviate hunger. “It’s my way of giving back to the 
community,” says Van Voorst. 

As was the case with everyone, the Clay Center 
was not immune from the effects of the pandemic. 
“We were closed for about three weeks during the 
pandemic, but we never shut down 100 percent,” says 
Van Voorst. “Even now, although some of our 

Mention this ad to receive 10% off your Coolsculpting 
treatment at St. Petersburg’s Premier Coolsculpting Provider.
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members are vaccinated, we all still wear masks. We 
haven’t had one case of COVID.” 

Van Voorst’s love for getting her hands dirty and 
for community extends beyond the walls of the Clay 
Center. As though running the center was not a 
full-time job itself, six years ago, she started the Old 
NE Community Garden. The organic garden, quite 
literally, grew organically. Van Voorst noticed the 
empty lot just sitting idle next to her home. She spoke 
to the owner and reached an agreement to convert 
the area into a garden.

“I had three big trucks full of mulch dumped in 
the front yard and started moving it bit by bit,” says 
Van Voorst. As people saw her spreading mulch, they 
asked about her project, and one by one, they stepped 
in to help by cleaning the lot and building garden 
boxes. The number of volunteers went from an initial 
12 to 19 members, and the garden quickly doubled 
in size. Now the bountiful harvest includes collards, 
kale, spinach, okra, eggplant, and much more. 

Four years ago, Van Voorst decided to add chickens 
to the garden space. Why chickens? “Eggs,” Van 
Voorst answers without missing a beat; then adds, “I 
also thought it would be fun for kids to come by and 
see the chickens.” But the marvel on her face is 
apparent as she recounts a story of one of her hens. 
“One day, one of them started brooding and I couldn’t 
get her to stop. I eventually had to give her a fertilized 
egg. When it hatched, her instincts kicked in, and 
she became a mother overnight. She pulled the little 
chick into the corner and protected it from all the 

other chickens. I was amazed watching the chicken 
take care of her baby.”

Two years ago, Indi-ED, a new independent school 
in St. Pete – see article on page 10 – used the garden 
as part of a lesson plan for students. “It was neat to 
watch how the teachers taught,” says Van Voorst. 
“They measured out the plots and made practical 
math and science lessons out of the projects.” Van 
Voorst also gave them access to the Clay Center, and 
the kids made signs for the garden. She delighted in 
seeing the kids there. 

The garden has continued to grow and evolve. More 
recently, they added a sunscreen and chairs in the patio 
area. “There isn’t a morning I go out of my house and 
don’t see someone sitting there having coffee or reading 
the newspaper,” says Van Voorst. “I stand at my kitchen 
window in the evenings and see people walking 
through the garden taking pictures. It’s a stomping 
ground for people to sit, reflect, and relax, and to see 
everything growing. I think it’s added a lot to the 
community.” The city agrees. In 2019, the garden 
received the St. Petersburg Beautification award. 

By nature, Van Voorst is a nurturer and she believes 
in the healing properties of working in the garden and 
with clay. “Dirt is healing. Clay is healing,” she says. 
“When I was a guidance counselor at Melrose 
Elementary School, I often counseled kids who had 
losses in their family. We would work with a piece of 
clay and make self-portraits.” She collected these 
pieces and made a commemorative wall for the 
students. She’s also collaborated with CASA to 

provide programs at the Clay Center for children 
staying at the shelter. And while caring for her elderly 
mother, Van Voorst herself found comfort in clay.

Whether she is planting seeds in a garden or 
planting ideas in clay, one thing is certain: Lyn Van 
Voorst is never idle. She is currently installing a 
hydroponic system for the garden to be divided among 
the members. She wants to make a mobile clay center 
to provide access to children in economically 
disadvantaged areas. And during her spare time, you 
might catch her around Weedon Island with her 
recently formed “Old Women Kayaking” group 
(which is not limited to women or the elderly), doing 
her part to help our community grow. Â

Lyn Van Voorst in front of the Clay Center

Kayking in Weedon IslandLyn busy at the wheelThe Community Garden
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couldn’t do math, so they would say 
to me, ‘Hilda, just go to the art room.’” 
She went on to graduate from the 
Boston Art Institute and then studied 
at the Cape School of Art in 
Provincetown, where she continues 
to be one of the instructors.

Old Northeast resident Linda 
Welsh – a retired GTE/Verizon 
corporate executive and tech 
consultant – is one of Neily’s students. 
For the past few years, she’s been 
studying with her locally in St. Pete 
and going up to Provincetown for a few 
weeks at a time. “I’m learning to see 
the nuances of changes in color and to 
represent them in paint – it’s much 
harder than it sounds,” says Welsh. 

Like Neily, Welsh has had a lifelong 
interest in art. She grew up in Chicago 
and attended the Young Artist Studios 
at the Art Institute of Chicago, and then 
the American Academy of Art College. 
But she had never considered art a career 
path, and transitioned to information 
technology, pursuing an MBA at 
Pepperdine University in California. 

Fast-forward several decades, Welsh 
is now retired and can spend time 
doing what she enjoys most: painting, 
wildlife photography, and travel. She’s 
been all over the world, photographing 
polar bears in Churchill, Manitoba in 
northern Canada; going on safari in 
Kenya; and to Tahiti, Bali, India, 
Europe, Patagonia, and the Galapagos. 
For the winter solstice this year, she 
plans to travel to Antarctica and South 
Georgia in the Falkland Islands, where 
she’ll photograph the largest colony of 
emperor penguins in the world.

For Neily and her wife Cathy 
Shearer-Neily, travel primarily means 
going back and forth between Crescent 
Heights and their longtime home in 
Provincetown. Cathy is the executive 
director of the Hilda Neily Gallery in 
Provincetown which attracts an 

chill you to the bone, the two leave 
Provincetown for the Florida sunshine. 
The garage of their Crescent Heights 
home is filled with Neily’s canvases at 
various stages of completion. Toolboxes 
overflow with tubes of paint in every 
shade. There are also pallete knifes, 

international clientele. Cathy manages 
all aspects of the business, and in her 
downtime, pursues her own art, which 
includes photography and beautiful 
traditional Chinese brush painting. 

But in the winter, as soon as the 
cold, damp New England air starts to 

including one Neily shows me that she 
designed herself from an old metal 
room key. In the Cape School of Art 
tradition, paint is applied to the canvas 
not with a brush, but a pallete knife. 

“We are not drawing, we are 
painting,” Neily explains. “We apply 

marvels, set up on a table in the 
backyard garden in Crescent Heights 
for visitors to enjoy.

In a city full of artists, Hilda Neily, 
Linda Welsh, and Cathy Shearer-Neily 
add to the charm that makes St. Pete a 
special place to work, live and play. Â

one spot of color next to another spot 
of color until the whole painting is 
covered in blocks of color. You keep 
working until you get the color applied 
the way you like it. It’s not deliberate 
layering, it just builds up.”

One of the highlights of her career 
was painting in Monet’s studio and 
garden in Giverny, France. “I was able 
to spend the day inside the studio 
painting by myself,” she says. “There 
were paint boxes everywhere. It looked 
like it had been untouched since 
World War II. Then, after 6pm, after 
the tourists had gone, I was able to 
paint in the garden for as long as I 
wanted. It was a great experience, and 
I had a show from all the paintings I 
made that day. They all sold.”

When she’s not painting, Neily 
makes brightly painted little whimsical 
toys out of laser-cut pieces of wood that 
are hinged together with moveable 
gears, cranks, and ratchets. She 
explains they’re Automata mechanical 
toys. A whole section of her garage 
workshop is devoted to the tools she 
needs to create these tiny machines 
that turn and spin. They’re little 

HILDA NEILY Continued from page 1

Cathy’s Chinese brushstroke art

Linda Welsh’s photo of baby elephant seals in Patagonia Linda’s photo of a monkey at the Monkey Temple in Bali

Hilda Neily with some of her artwork

Linda Welsh (left) and Hilda Neily paint en plain air
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Live the excitement of the downtown lifestyle from this astoundingly well-appointed condominium in Vinoy Place. 
With 3000 sqft of designer living space, this unit has the feeling of a single family home, but located 8 floors above 
the beauty and vibrancy of Vinoy Park. Every detail is exceptional, from the chef’s kitchen to the almost unbelievably 
sumptuous master suite. Walk to museums, restaurants, concerts, and of course the newly renovated St. Petersburg Pier.

STUNNINGLY BEAUTIFUL VINOY PLACE CONDO IN DOWNTOWN ST. PETERSBURG

ANDREW SALAMONE
andy@stpete.pro     
727-456-8008
www.vinoycondo.com

Discover luxury coastal living Offered at $2,850,000

ANTIOCH 
RECLAIMED 
ANCIENT MOSAICS AT THE MFA 

ON VIEW THROUGH AUGUST 22
Roman, Antioch, Mosaic pavement from The House of the Drinking Contest,  
c. AD 200–300, Stone Tesserae

FROM MARGINS 
TO MAINSTAYS 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 
PHOTOGRAPHY COLLECTION

ON VIEW THROUGH SEPTEMBER 26
Richard Avedon, American, 1923–2004, Marian Anderson (Contralto, New York, 
June 30, 1955), 1955, Gelatin silver print, NEA photography purchase grant

SKYWAY 20/21 
A CONTEMPORARY 
COLLABORATION

MAY 22—AUGUST 22, 2021
Dolores Coe, Perimeter, 2019, Oil on canvas, Image courtesy of the artist

EXPERIENCE ST. PETE’S 
FIRST AND LARGEST  
ART MUSEUM. FOR 
MORE INFORMATION, 
ADVANCE TICKETS AND 
SAFETY GUIDELINES, 
VISIT MFASTPETE.ORG.
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Powers is delighted to be acquiring the property 
and is respectful of its heritage. The building is 
comprised of three sections, one dating back to the 
early 1900s. Another section includes the house built 
by Gresh, who was a skilled woodworker, as well as 
a musician and orchestra leader, racing boat 
champion, and trophy-winning fisherman. 

Gresh turned the property on 4th Street into a 
combination museum, studio, and gift shop where he 
created, displayed, and sold his works of art made 
from wood. According to Preserve the ’Burg, people 
traveled from all over to see his most famous carving 
– 16 wood panels depicting the life of Christ. There 
were also wooden fishing lures, tackle boxes, wooden 
purses, and bracelets.

Powers plans to create a space inside his new pub 
that will be a testament to Gresh’s memory. “I was 
able to track down a few things that Earl made,” said 
Powers. “It is important that we have some of his wood 
carvings on display. I was also able to find one of the 
original records that he cut with Columbia to add to 
the ambiance of the place.” So far, he has one of 
Gresh’s cool vintage wood purses and several vintage 
postcards, but he’s still on the hunt for a fishing lure.

After the Melting Pot closed and the owners put 
the property up for sale, Powers and his partners had 
looked into purchasing it. But before they could, 
another bid came in and the site was under contract 
to be sold. Those buyers wanted to tear down the 
old structure and build a new office building in its 
place. Local residents interested in preserving the 
building’s legacy were alarmed, and eventually that 
sale fell through. 

Powers decided to give it a second try. “My 
daughters go to the Canterbury School, so I drove 
past it all the time,” said Powers. When the deal fell 
through for the first sale, I was able to tour the 
property and fell in love with it. There are so many 
neat facts about the building that it just drew us in.” 

Powers’ decision was supported by his managing 
chef, Tyson Williams, who is an integral part of the 
Mad Beach Brewing Company, a popular Gulf Beach 
venue. “When we walked through, we both realized 
that the building already looked like a pub and 
brewery. This attracted us, too,” Powers said. “And 
we love what we do in the brewery industry, so having 
a great place to work is important.”

He plans on “keeping the bones intact” while 
making necessary renovations, such as creating a 
brewery space in the older part of the structure, giving 
the rambling venue a “lighter feel” and adding 
outdoor patios. He envisions removing some of the 

later add-ons and returning the look of the place 
closer to the era when it was a tourist attraction with 
the same draw as Sunken Gardens. 

One of the cool discoveries he’s found is that bricks 
used on an outdoor courtyard wall are actually from 
Fort Dade on Egmont Key, built during the Spanish-
American war. Powers’ research about the property 
has also led him to hearing about a long-standing 
urban legend of the venue being haunted. On May 
13th, SPIRITS of St. Petersburg, the paranormal 
investigation team, will be on site to determine if 
there is any evidence of supernatural activity.

Powers’ family has a long history of owning and 
running tourist destinations and retail stores in 
Pinellas County. “Ever since my family moved to 
Florida when I was 10 years old, we have had 
businesses here,” he said. “We had one at the inverted 
pyramid Pier until they closed the structure.” 

It was his father’s purchase of a totally different 
kind of business – a Florida winery – that sparked his 
interest in creating wines and beers. When suppliers 
began to wane, Powers decided to try his own hand 
at Florida wine creation. Within three years, his 
wines had won 55 competition awards and medals. 
His interest then turned toward the craft-beer 
industry and he excelled there as well. “In 2020, we 
won the best beer championship for the best beer 
pub in the state,” said Powers. 

Powers will continue operating Mad Beach 
Brewing in addition to his new venue on 4th Street. 
He’s considering transferring some of the most 
popular recipes from Mad Beach Brewing to Sesh. 
However, he says, “Sesh is going to have its own 
flavor and atmosphere to match the city.” He has 
plenty of time to prepare since he estimates that it 
will take about nine months to complete the 
renovations. But, like any fine wine, this gives 
Powers time to cultivate the property so that it can 
find its own flavor. Â

Matthew Powers with Earl Gresh memorabilia

Earl Gresh Wood Parade Museum gift shop, circa 1942The Earl Gresh Wood Parade

SESH ST. PETE Continued from page 1
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Repair | Installation | Maintenance 
Residential & Commercial 

Tried the Rest? 
Call the Best. 

(727)345-0317 

Stay Cool & Comfortable All Year Long! 
www.kronwest.com 

6981 Sunset Drive So, South Pasadena, 33707 | CAC18145 & CAC042743 

Previous Awards 
2007-2009, 2012-2019 
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Cactus Trio
Triangle of gallivanting green – 
Tall pinnacle sways and cajoles
While one side is perfectly proportioned to the mean
As another is striped with a chlorophyll soul

Brawling in the ivy
While aloe points and bellows 
Slapping to the silly side a spiny 
Yet harmonizing mellow

Together they blend like birds
Mute rests, notes allegro
Variations on a theme in thirds –
The trinity takes a bristly bow

ONE Inspires
–– Jeannie carlson ––

Snell Isle Griffin
Chalky griffin in stealthy hues
Stalks the deciduous tapestry
Day and like a knight
Protecting residents
With his legend
Now as white as an arced angel ~
His amalgamation
Of lion and eagle
Feathers and fur
Frolic and fury
Create a winged shield
Keeping monsters at bay
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Don’t Forget:  
Neighborhood-wide Yard Sale  

If you’re reading this before May 15, 
HONNA’s neighborhood-wide 
spring yard sale happens on Saturday, 

May 15 from 8am-Noon! For info and 
a map of where you can find treasures 
and bargains galore, visit www.honna.
org or pick up a map at 226 17th 
Avenue NE on Saturday morning. 

HONNA members can have 
documents securely shredded at no 
cost by the non-profit Louise Graham 
Regeneration Center at this location 
9am-12pm. Not a HONNA member? 
Sign up (cash, check or credit card) at 
226 17th Avenue NE that morning. Be 
masked, please.             ~ Anna Broshears

Neighborhood Meetings 
The next quarterly neighborhood 

meeting is Monday, June 21 at 7pm via 
Zoom. Liz Abernethy, director of the 
City’s planning and development 
office, will discuss the St. Pete 2050 
vision plan which seeks to “honor our 
past while pursuing our future.”

The quarterly neighborhood 
meeting on March 15 via Zoom was a 
“welcome to the neighborhood” 
gathering since there were several new 
residents in attendance. We reviewed 
the HONNA committees, including 
upcoming events as we can now begin 
to hold them. A brief discussion on 
historic preservation also took place.                                                               

~ John Johnson

Easter Bunny Drive-Thru   
On Saturday morning, April 3, the 

Historic Old Northeast was visited by 
a special guest. The Easter Bunny 
arrived to thrill children and create lots 
of smiles. Approximately 50 to 60 cars, 
bicycles and golf carts passed through 
the semi-circle at Coffee Pot Boulevard 
and 23rd Avenue NE. They were 
greeted by the Easter Bunny and Bunny 
helpers passed out 100 treat bags stuffed 
with plastic eggs and little toys. 

It was a beautiful morning, and fun 
was had by all. Special thanks go to all 
the volunteers who helped in this 
joyous effort and, of course, a big thank 
you to the Easter Bunny himself, Old 
Northeast resident John Broshears.

~ Anna Broshears

“But most of all,  
Old Northeast radiates an 

appreciation of St. Petersburg,  
a blending of time and place.” 

Gary Mormino

Spring Cleaning in the ONE 
On March 20, HONNA held its 

inaugural Clean the ONE Day. 
HONNA partnered with Keep Pinellas 
Beautiful to set up our “headquarters” 
on North Shore Drive near the 
Aquatic Center. Eighteen participants 
picked up 265 pounds of trash in and 
around the streets and alleys of the 
neighborhood. Two huge bins were 
available for residents to dispose of 
non-hazardous items. It was definitely 
an eye-opening experience for the 
participants as to the amount of debris 
we walk by every day. Our helpers 
received “thank you” gifts – coupons 
from Chick-fil-A and t-shirts from 
Keep Pinellas Beautiful. HONNA is 
planning a second Clean the ONE 
next April.                       ~ Doug O’Dowd

Rain Barrels 
“Water, water 

everywhere nor 
any drop to 
drink!” During 
these spr ing 
months in Florida, 
we are actually in 
our dry season, 
believe it or not. 
We often have to 
p a y  c l o s e 
attention to our 

lawns and gardens so they do not wilt 
away during these months. But a great 
solution is having rain barrel to collect 

water from your roof when it rains. As 
the barrels fill, you can now water 
plants without using tap or ground 
water. Rain barrels come in different 
sizes, shapes and colors and can cost 
between $75 and about $150; they are 
available from numerous sources. The 
item pictured here is from  Walmart. 

The cost is well worth it because 
over a relatively short time, you’ll save 
money on hundreds of gallons a year 
and your bills will reflect it! So the 
next time you pick up your hose or 
turn on your sprinkler system, 
remember the rain barrel. And if you 
already have one, think of gifting one 
to someone so we can spread the word 
– and barrels of water – around.               

~ Doug O’Dowd

Looking for Gift Ideas?  
It has been a little over 10 years since 

the timeless Souvenir of St. Petersburg, 
Views from the Vinoy was created by your 
neighborhood association. Lauded by 
resident historians Gary Mormino and 
former mayor Rick Baker, the book 
celebrates not only the history of the 
Historic Old Northeast – a National 
Register Historic District – but our 
architecture, parks, Sunken Gardens, 
and the venerable Vinoy Hotel.

Written with education in mind, 
HONNA partnered with Pinellas 

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF COMMUNITY •  •  • 1911-2011

ST. PETE’S JEWEL ON TAMPA BAY
Rick Carson, editor       rickcarson1@gmail.com

Neighborliness in the Old Northeast 
includes acknowledging those among us 
who have been generous contributors to 
what makes our neighborhood such a 
unique place. So let us take a moment to 
celebrate a couple whose presence has been 
a present that keeps on giving.

“I Do” and “I Do”

Recently long-time Old Northeast 
residents Barbara and Jay Marshall 
said “I do” all over again, 20 years 

to the day of their first marriage vows. 
This enduring love story began 

when Barbara and Jay met in 
Washington, DC 23 years ago. Barbara 
hosted a small dinner party in her 

OLD
NORTHEAST
NEIGHBORLINESS

Alexandria, VA home to bring together 
friends of her houseguests visiting from 
Atlanta. 

She asked the couple whom they 
would like to join them and, well, Jay 
was on the list. Jay and houseguest 
Mike (a retired Army colonel) knew 
each other from their Army days (Jay 
was a retired Lt. Colonel in the US 
Army Reserves). 

Barbara says the evening they met 
their lives were forever changed, and 
they created a bond of love from that 
night forward. They were married three 
years later in Washington at their 
longtime church, St. John’s Episcopal 
Church on Lafayette Square. 

On April 22, the two renewed their 
wedding vows in their special place 
right here in St. Pete at the Cathedral 
Church of St. Peter where they attend 
services. Barbara and Jay say, “Same 
Day, Same Time, Different City, 20 
years later.” With their renewed vows, 
the Marshalls wanted to do something 
very special as the best gift to give to 
one another. Mission accomplished! 

Jay is a former President of 
HONNA and many neighbors know 
both Jay and Barbara from organizing 
countless activities and events in the 
neighborhood over the years. 

Congratulations to you both! 
~ Sharon Kantner
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County Schools, donating 50 copies of 
the book to every public elementary 
school in St. Petersburg and to private 
schools that requested it. A teacher 
guide is available to enhance its 
educational possibilities.

Along with beautiful illustrations, 
walking tours, scavenger hunts, tours, 
timelines and maps, it is filled with fun 
facts – The ONE occupies 425 acres of 
land, providing housing to approximately 
9,000 neighbors. Its perimeter offers 4.5 
miles of walking and biking. Who knew!

An inspired gift for newcomers and 
long-time residents alike or just a 
present to yourself, Souvenir is currently 
available for purchase at HONNA.org 
and from the Sunken Gardens Gift 
Shop for $14.95 plus tax.                                                                                                               

~ Robin Reed 

Helpful City Websites 
 The City has a number of informative 

one-page handouts helpful to 
homeowners. Topics include: 
• Fences, Walls and Hedges
• Sheds and Carports
• Protected Trees
• Neighborhood Traditional Summary
• Visit stpete.org/planning_zoning/

land_development.php for the  
complete list.
Resource information about historic 

preservation including “How to 
Research the History of Your House” and 
a list of Historic Landmarks, can be 
found at stpete.org/history_and_pre 
servation/historic_research_library.php.

Hex-block sidewalks are a character-
defining feature of our National Register 
Historic District neighborhood. They, 
along with brick streets and granite 
curbs, are part of the charm of the 
Historic Old Northeast and are 
protected by City code. If in disrepair, 
however, they can become a tripping 
hazard. The City is responsible for 
repairing this unique asset and does so 
at no cost to the homeowner. Currently, 
there is no regular city inspection 
program, so it is important for residents 
to report lifted and uneven sidewalks 
through the website, the See/Click/
Fix app or Action Line 727-893-7111.

St. Petersburg City Code does NOT 
permit artificial turf in front yards or in 
parkways (the area between the street 
and the sidewalk). Code states: “Required 
front yards and required side yards abutting 
streets shall be maintained as permeable 
landscaped vegetative green space with the 
exception of driveways, walks, patios and 
similar paved areas and non-organic mulch 
areas. Permeable portions of private property 
including required yards (and parkways) 
shall be maintained with an herbaceous layer 
of sod or ground cover plant material.” 
Artificial turf is considered by the City 
to be an impermeable surface, regardless 
of claims by artificial turf companies. It 
is approved for rear yards only. Â

HONNA’s Shining Stars:
 “Before” and “After”

May: 301 8th Avenue North “After”

June: 116 9th Avenue NE “After”

May: 301 8th Avenue North “Before”

June: 116 9th Avenue NE “Before”

HOUSE CALLS
FOR KIDS 

House Calls and Telemedicine
Your neighborhood urgent care brought 
right to your doorstep!
 
Available 7 days a week
0-18 years old

WWW.HOUSECALLSFORKIDSFL.COM

Serving Pinellas and South Tampa 
Request House Calls Online @
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In an effort to honor 
Old NE homeowners 
for preserving or 

updating their home or 
property, and investing 

the extra dollar to keep the character 
and history of their homes intact, 
HONNA has been recognizing them 
with the Neighborhood Star Award. 
Every month, yard signs will be placed 
on properties to indicate an award. The 
STAR for May is 301 8th Avenue N, 
Christina Coogan. The STAR for June 
is 116 9th Avenue NE, Maureen Stafford 
and Elinor Miranda.

Watch for new STARS in the 
neighborhood monthly, and you can 
find them posted on www.honna.org in 
addition to HONNA’s Facebook page. 
We invite you to be a part of this effort, 
so please feel free to nominate a neighbor 
or a refurbished property you admire in 
the ONE. Have a home to honor? Send 
the information to Charleen McGrath 
at treasurer@honna.org. Â
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Karen 
Raihill

1st Street NE

How long have you lived in St. Pete, and where are 
you from originally?
I’ve lived in St. Petersburg since 1987 and am 
originally from Rochester, New York.

Favorite place to visit in St. Pete?
I am a fan of live theater and enjoy productions at 
American Stage or freeFall. Regional theater in 
this area has given us very compelling seasons in 
recent years.

Most interesting, enjoyable, or exotic vacation 
you’ve taken? 
Last trip just before the pandemic was to Israel, 
Palestine, Jordan, and Egypt. It was fascinating to 
compare and contrast, and to see some of the 
commonalities pertaining to history, religions, 
culture, and lifestyles.

Top two places in the world on your bucket list?
Madagascar and the Scottish outer islands of 
Shetland, Orkney, and the Hebrides. Many others, 
but you asked for only two! I’ve been fortunate to 
visit 63 countries and 45 states.

What famous person, current or past, would you 
like to meet, and why? 
Katherine Hepburn was headstrong and spirited, 
raised to be independent and free-thinking. Her 
acting ranged from comedy to Shakespearean 
literary roles. I admire how she epitomized the 
modern woman.

Favorite sport, recreation, or hobby?
I enjoy travel and nature photography. This 
summer, I plan to visit many of the waterfalls in 
my hometown area of upstate New York. I also am 
studying hard to become a better flute player, 
studying musical theory and composition.

A great movie you’d recommend or TV series you’re 
watching...
Historical drama on PBS Masterpiece. I really like 
the powerful story, The Long Song, a PBS miniseries 
about the end of slavery in Jamaica.

Tell about us about a situation or person who has 
inspired you?
A wonderful friend, now in her 70s, is amazingly 
strong and brave. She is the absolute biggest 
cheerleader for everyone and surrounds herself 
with all kinds of music and fun-filled events.

Current book you’d recommend?
Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger, a 
coming-of-age novel set in small-town Minnesota 
encompasses friendship, brotherhood, family 
bonds, death, faith, and God’s grace.

Tell us about an accomplishment of which you  
are proud.
Getting my Masters degree from Syracuse University 
Newhouse School of Public Communications. 
Donned my cap and gown at age 52.

Something people might not know about you?
I was a freshman at Kent State, an eyewitness to the 
campus shooting of students by the Ohio National 
Guard. It demonstrated to me the importance of 
investigative journalism to accurate reporting.

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Matthew 
Mann, 
DAOM

24th Avenue North

Mila 
Salamone 

9th Avenue NE

How long have you lived in St. Pete, and where are 
you from originally?
I am originally from Buffalo, Oklahoma, a small 
town in the panhandle. I moved to St. Petersburg 
in 2009 after seeing how beautiful the town was. 

Favorite place to visit in St. Pete? 
My favorite place to visit of the many wonderful 
sites here is Crescent Lake Park. My wife was living 
there before we got married and I just fell in love. 

Most interesting, enjoyable or exotic vacation 
you’ve taken? 
My most enjoyable trip was when my wife and I 
visited my mother for a few weeks in Germany. 
The scenery, food, and wine were all amazing. This 
was before we had kids so I recall it being a very 
relaxing and peaceful trip.

Top two places in the world on your bucket list? 
New Zealand and Peru, I want to experience their 
natural wonders in person.

What famous person, current or past, would you 
like to meet, and why? 
Stevie Ray Vaughn. The man was in a league of his 
own when it came to playing guitar. See the answer 
to the last question below... 

Favorite sport, recreational activity, or hobby?
Baseball is the greatest game out there. I love the 
fact that the clock never runs out, and watching 
the Rays take advantage of that as often as they do.  

A great movie you’d recommend or current TV series 
you are watching? 
I don’t watch much TV or movies, but I made time 
for Resident Alien. It’s a nice break from reality. 

If you were a dog, what breed would you be? 
A Bichon. Friends of ours have two in their family 
and those puppies look like they live the best life. 

Tell us about a situation or a person who has 
inspired you. 
My Nana – even though she never graduated high 
school – was able to get her writings published as 
well as work with the governor and senators of 
Oklahoma. 

Current book you’ve read and would recommend? 
All of the books I read these days are related to 
Chinese medicine which can be a bit dry. Oh, 
but there is Wacky Wednesday by Dr. Seuss that is 
frequently read in our home.

Something people might not know about you? 
I have a small scooter collection.

What do you do for a living?
I’m a doctor of acupuncture and Oriental medicine. 
It’s possibly the most intriguing medical profession. 

Tell us something about your family & pets. 
We refer to ourselves as The Mann Family Band 
even though none of us can play an instrument or 
carry a tune. Our two kids are amazing, and our 
days are mostly spent being entertained by all of 
their joy and creativity. 

How long have you lived in St. Pete, and where are 
you from originally?
I was born in St. Petersburg, but I moved to 
California afterwards, then New Mexico, and then 
back here when I was ten. 

Favorite place to visit in St. Pete? 
I love the St. Pete cafés (Flatbread and Butter, 
Black Crow, etc). 

Most interesting, enjoyable, or exotic vacation 
you’ve taken? 
I’ve been lucky to travel tons with my family all 
over Europe and to Tokyo. I love Amsterdam for 
the personality and bike rides. 

Top two places in the world on your bucket list? 
New York City (I still haven’t been!) and Italy 
(again). 

What famous person, current or past, would you 
like to meet, and why? 
I’d love to meet Taylor Swift for her amazing song 
writing skills and her role as a childhood idol. I’d 
also like to meet Maya Angelou and discuss her 
gut-wrenching autobiography, I Know Why The 
Caged Bird Sings. 

Favorite sport, recreation, or hobby? 
I’ve been doing a martial art called Aikido since I 
was six. 

A great movie you’d recommend or current TV 
series you are watching? 
Howl’s Moving Castle is a beautiful film. 

If you were a dog, what breed would you be? 
Bernese Mountain Dog (we have one). 

Tell us about a situation or a person who has 
inspired you. 
My mama with her genuine caring/kind nature and 
her impressive familiarity with history – especially 
topics like the transcontinental railroad and 
American films. My Papa for his congeniality and 
consideration for everyone.  

Current book you recommend? 
Stranger In A Strange Land. It’s a science fiction 
novel written in 1961 by Robert A. Heinlein.

Something people might not know about you? 
I love Star Trek. I’ve grown up watching it with my 
parents, so I probably know more Star Trek trivia 
than I know about my high school history class. 

What do you do for a living? 
I’m a junior at Shorecrest. Some of my favorite 
classes are AP US history, AP Language and 
Composition, and my independent study on 
Quantum Mechanics Through Creative Writing. 

Tell us something about your family and pets.
Our dog, Evelyn, loves to cuddle and will press 
against your legs to keep you in place so that you’re 
forced to pet her and do nothing else. Our cat, 
Clara, will yell in the morning until my mom feeds 
her yogurt; and at night she’ll press against the 
furniture and screech until somebody pays 
attention to her. I love them both dearly.  Â
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June 7-August 6
Camps for students of all 
ages, from preschool 
to 12th grade.

5101 First Street NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33703
727-522-2111  

Purposeful Preschool Play 
American Sign Language
Drones & Robotics
Fine Arts
Musical Theatre Training
Specialty Sports Clinics
STEM & Video Game Creation
Academic Enrichment/College Prep...and so much more!

Register Now at www.shorecrest.org/summer
Summer at Shorecrest offers academic enrichment camps, recreational camps, athletic camps and so much more!
Affordable full and half day camp options for students in preschool through 12th grade. OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY.

HNW_NRG_C_Inset_NoMask

© 2021 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital Markets, LLC, Member NYSE/
FINRA/SIPC. All rights reserved. 21-HO-00782 (04/21)

Green and Henwood  
Wealth Management Group 
Providing financial confidence for more than 20 years
Contact us for help in creating your wealth blueprint.

100 Second Avenue South, Suite 800 
St. Petersburg, FL  33701 
(727) 825-7726 | (866) 931-4027
www.greenhenwoodwmg.com

S T U D I O

YOUR NORTHEAST
dentistdental

St. Petersburg

(727) 77-SMILE

Implant
Special
$2750*

Including
Crown

*Valid for 90 Days, Does Not Include CBCT, Not Valid w/ Insurance or Financing 7 6 4 5 3

www.spdentalstudio.com

Across from Sunken Gardens
1904 4th Street North

Most Insurances Accepted
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community. The vital role CONA plays 
in strengthening and advocating for 
neighborhoods through our many 
initiatives and activities contributes to 
a city of neighborhoods offering quality 
of life, and embracing mutual respect 
and appreciation among all people.” 

Unlike most other interest 
organizations, CONA is an entirely 
volunteer organization operating 
without paid staff. Membership dues 
are $45 a year. 

Over the years, CONA has 
advocated on behalf of many city issues, 
including land development, Green 
Cities, Carefest, digital billboards, the 
Pier, city budget, snipe signs, 
homelessness, hurricane preparation, 
sustainable neighborhoods, community 
gardens, and crime prevention.

Tom Lally is CONA’s new president. 
Tom is a familiar face about town, 
giving back to the city he loves. He has 
served as a board member of the Greater 
Pinellas Point Civic Association, 
membership chair of CONA, member 
of the mayor’s Bicycle and Pedestrian 
and Complete Streets Committees, and 
member of the Chamber of Commerce 
Sustainability Committee.

By profession Tom is a mechanical 
engineer. He retired in 2012, but over 
the course of his career, he worked for 
Republic Aviation, Grumman, and the 
Pall Corporation. While at Grumman, 
he was involved with construction of 
the Lunar Module and met with the 

maintain community character and to 
address such neighborhood needs as 
affordable housing, jobs, child care, and 
recreation.  Additionally, CONA plans 
to weigh in on the Tropicana 
Redevelopment plan regarding history, 
housing, and parks.

One of CONA’s major activities has 
been its annual Leadership Program. 
Over the years, scores of neighborhood 
residents have been informed about 
local civic institutions and programs 
and learned new leadership skills 
through this program. When the chair 
of the Leadership Program was unable 
to continue this year, Tom stepped up 
to run the program in addition to 
serving as CONA president. He enjoyed 
taking on this task, as through the 
Leadership Program he hopes “to bring 
new people into CONA.” 

Over the years, the leadership team 
of CONA and its member organizations 
have gone on to serve on key City 
Commissions and the City Council. 
Council Member Lisa Wheeler-Bowman 
is a former CONA president and Council 
Member Darden Rice served as CONA 
vice president. In addition, former 
council member Karl Nurse served as 
CONA president, and current council 
members Robert Blackmon, Brandi 
Gabbard, Ed Montanari, and Gina 
Driscoll all acknowledge their affiliations 
with their neighborhood associations 
and CONA. Â

For more information on CONA, visit www.
stpetecona.org. 

three astronauts from Apollo 13 (Jim 
Lovell, Jack Swigert and Fred Haise). 
The Lunar Module was critical to 
bringing the astronauts back to earth 
after failure of an oxygen tank in the 
larger Service Module.  

Tom hopes to apply his skills as an 
engineer to strengthen CONA 
organizationally as it continues to play 
a vital role in St. Petersburg’s civic life 
for years to come. This involves further 
development of organizational systems, 
including a succession plan for future 
officers and committee chairs. His goal 
is to reinforce CONA as a ‘bottoms-up’ 
organization with the organization’s 
leadership attending to the special 
needs of its member neighborhood 
associations. 

Tom is also committed to advancing 
CONA’s advocacy mission regarding 
city needs and issues that are common 
to neighborhoods throughout the city. 
He wants to ensure that CONA is “in 

the forefront of initiatives to further 
promote diversity and improved race 
relations” in our city. Recently, he 
established a new special CONA 
committee addressing the pending 
Vision2050 Plan and proposal for 
‘Community Benefit Agreements.’  He 
would like to see the Diversity and 
Inclusion Committee transition from 
being a ‘special’ committee to a standing 
committee. In addition, he is concerned 
that “protecting the character and 
viability of neighborhoods receives 
equal priority with managed growth.” 

One way of helping assure this is 
through establishment of a city policy 
for Community Benefit Agreements 
(CBA), which is now pending before 
the City Council. New developments 
can impact neighborhoods both 
positively and negatively. CBAs allow 
neighborhoods to negotiate with 
developers to mitigate adverse effects 
that may be caused by development, to 

CONA Continued from page 1

CONA annual goals workshop CSO Officer of the Year awards

A graduation class of CONA leadership
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Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. Property information herein is derived from various sources including,
but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate.

ST. PETERSBURG | 727.898.6800
120 2nd Avenue NE, Suite 102A

St. Petersburg, Florida 33701

HYDE PARK VILLAGE | 813.217.5288
744 South Village Circle
Tampa, Florida 33606

CLEARWATER | 727.585.9600
907 South Fort Harrison Avenue #101

Clearwater, Florida 33756

ListWithUsToday.com  |  877.539.9865
Visit or call us for a private consultation

There has never been a better time to sell your property

Odessa Horse Farm | Odessa, Florida
$6,980,000
Kimberly Wilson 
813.810.0042

ODESSA

1100 Brightwaters Boulevard NE 
$1,650,000
Brittany Ranew 
727.258.1064

SNELL ISLE

600 Pennsylvania 
$2,499,999
Lynn Richey & Taylor Richey 
813.244.6533

PALM HARBOR

2221 Hinton Ranch Road 
$1,099,900
Lora Brennan 
813.486.9160

LITHIA

505 Cloverleaf Drive 
$1,500,000
Nicole Postman 
312.709.0079

LITHIA

417 Regent Lane North 
$1,100,000
Jessica Denig 
813.713.1301

ST. PETERSBURG

4401 Huntington Street NE 
$698,000
Tyler Jones 
727.452.8497

SHORES ACRES

16912 VillaLagos De Avila 
$506,000
Mary Renfroe 
813.230.7409

LUTZ

5003 West Evelyn Drive 
$1,525,000
Paul Scharf 
813.362.6659

BEACH PARK

521 Mandalay Avenue #1402
$2,950,000
Jackie Diaz & Karen Hegemeier 
727.424.2317

CLEARWATER BEACH

300 Beach Drive NE #1601
$1,750,000
Leslie Trevathan 
727.492.5234

DOWNTOWN ST. PETE

16908 VillaLagos De Avila 
$415,000
Mary Renfroe 
813.230.7409

LUTZ

North Pointe Alexis Drive 
$198,900
Lisbeth Petersen 
305.775.3500

TARPON SPRINGS

LIST WITH US
Global Exposure. Innovative Marketing. Proven Results.

When you list your property with us, you will receive 
unrivaled local and international luxury real estate services:

 

Brilliant photography and professional video | Custom brochures 

and direct mailing | Digital marketing | Award-winning website 

Exclusive exposure on luxury websites | Advertising in local 

newspapers and magazines | Affiliation with the Sotheby’s 

auction house and affluent clientele
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In a new type of feature story for the Northeast Journal, Mila 
Salamone, a junior at Shorecrest Preparatory School, shares a several-part 
mystery story she wrote in honor of her friend Anna’s 16th birthday.   

–– Mila salaMone ––

4:18 pm. Thursday, December 19th. At this very moment, the 
light turns from white to golden, the boutiques and jewelry 
shops shift through their final customers, and a tired employee 

drops a cigarette on a brick sidewalk. The smoke rises and leaves 
a burning, white ash pile in its wake. Downtown St. Petersburg, 
Florida: conversation bustles with the click-clack of heels, a 
teenage boy talks on the phone, a family takes pictures. Christmas 
lights hang over the sidewalk, attached to a string of restaurants 
and art galleries. 

At this very moment, although unnoticed, sits Anna Jones. Her 
eyes dart from passerby to passerby, hair tucked away in a blond 
ponytail, bangs covering her brows. Mouth in a line, the thin layer 
of freckles on her cheeks hinting at an itching curiosity, and her 
composure solid. She heaves a barely audible sigh. Her fingers 
tighten around a tight, leather skirt. She pulls it down and sniffs 
the air: Italian food, cigarette smoke, and car exhaust. 

She almost flinches as a man walks by wearing sunglasses, a 
suit and a tie – anything flies on Beach Drive. Cocktail dresses 
next to bikini tops. Still, this man seems out of place – like an ink 
pen next to an assortment of mechanical pencils. He stops abruptly 

in front of another man; this one wears beach shorts and a Hawaiian 
shirt. The first man extends his hand to be met by a movie star’s ‘bro 
hug’ and tropical smile. Anna doesn’t like either. They’re obstructing 
her view of the squirrel gnawing at some greasy, smooshed French fry 
on the sidewalk.

The man with the suit and sunglasses – Anna names him Mr. Gray 
– pulls a package, a Christmas present, out of his suit and hands it to 
the man in the Hawaiian shirt. Anna names him Steve. They part ways. 
Mr. Gray walks like a Russian marching band in slow motion. Anna 
looks around at the bustle of city life, then floats back to Mr. Gray’s 
robotic stride. He stops suddenly. It’s as if someone hit the pause button 
on a Russian dance, and now he’s waiting for her to hit play again. Anna 
laughs at herself. Mr. Gray turns his neck slightly in her direction. 

Suddenly, he collapses onto his knees, puts a stiff hand on his chest, 
and falls face-first onto the ground, blood seeping through his suit. 
Anna stares, horrified. Some woman screams. People start crowding 
around the body, and Anna realizes that she has to get out of there if 
she wants to avoid being trampled. The closest shop is a little gelato 
place. Anna always meant to go there, but she’d hoped it’d be under 
better circumstances. She wrenches the door open, glancing over her 
shoulder at the chaos one final time before stepping inside, just as the 
owners and other customers rush past to see what all the fuss is about.  
Anna takes a seat on a comfy lounge chair... Â 

To be continued in the July-August issue of the Northeast Journal. 

A Beach Drive Murder Mystery

LITERARY CORNER

Seasonings

There is a season of green

It comes in Spring

There’s a season of white

It comes in Winter

There is a season of brown

It comes in the Fall

There’s a season for love

It comes any time

There’s a season for joy

Like love, it comes anytime

Winter sun melts snow

Summer sun dyes skin

Each season has its reason

Summer explores on 4th of July

Winter gets hung on Xmas trees

Each season has its smells

Spring’s air chases one of house

Fall’s winds blow away memories of summer past

Winter’s cold bites into our pores

Summer’s sweat stains our clothes

Yeah, every season leaves a reason Â Artwork by Echo Al

A Poem by Echo
Aaron Sherman, aka Echo the 
Artist, recently moved from 
California to St. Pete. He enjoys 
painting, poetry, and writing. Reach 
him at Echoartist9@gmail.com

Sketches by Anna Jones, 
a junior in the IB program 
at St. Petersburg High 
School
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The Last Word 
Around the Block

Beautiful St. Petersburg
Rise & Shine! An amazing series of sunrises in the Sunshine City.

–– PhoTos By lynn loTkoWicTZ ––

Shorecrest To Celebrate 100 years In 2023

What was the world like in 1923? In Germany, the Weimar regime quelled 
the Beer Hall Putsch delaying Hitler’s rise to power for a decade. On the 
other side of the world, Tokyo was reeling from the aftershocks of a massive 

earthquake. And in the US, Yankee Stadium opened its doors for the first time.
Closer to home, the City of St. Petersburg was preparing to celebrate its first 

decade of incorporation. It was also the year that Miss Florence Stern – an educator 
from Milwaukee – and her mom “EL” left the chill of Wisconsin for the warm 
climate of Florida. On October 1, 1923, Miss Stern welcomed the first students to 
Shorecrest Outdoor School on the shores of Tampa Bay.  

The school – then located between 12th and 13th Avenue NE – was literally 
outdoors. According to a history written by Jane Johnson Graves, class of 1982, 
the school’s address today would be 1200 North Shore Drive NE, the current 
location of the Shore Crest Condominiums. But in those early days, North Shore 

Drive didn’t yet exist. Graves writes that there were open-air classrooms with 
blackboards, long tables, and an overhead covering of chicken wire woven with 
Spanish moss. Although some students attended year-round, most were enrolled 
seasonally when their families visited during the winter months – or they were 
the children of the baseball players who came for spring training.  Nearly a century 
later, that small seasonal school is now Shorecrest Preparatory School, one of the 
Top 10 Private Schools in the State of Florida.  

We Need You: Shorecrest’s centennial is only two years away and we need to 
start planning for the celebration.  We need your help identifying memorabilia, 
photos, and other items representative of the school’s history. Do you have items 
that can be donated or borrowed? We promise to handle everything with the 
utmost care. Please reach out to Stacy Alexander, director of alumni and community 
outreach (stalexander@shorecrest.org), or Ron Heller, upper school faculty 
(rheller@shorecrest.org). Â  ~ Ron Heller

Scott J. Petrucci, ChFC®  

727.525.8484  spetrucci@pfginc.com
5999 Central Avenue, Suite 408 • St. Petersburg, FL 33710

Serving the Tampa Bay Area Since 1987

Looking to Create a Financial Plan?
We help simplify

complex financial matters
while managing risk

Scott Petrucci provides:
• Customized fee-based planning with a relationship

• A uniquely handcrafted asset allocation model that captures all of
your assets on a single page, quarterly with a personalized commentary

• A competitive money management fee structure 
• Knowing that a professional is helping you

monitor your financial situation

Registered Representative offering securities through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, member FINRA/SIPC. 
Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity. Advisory Services and Financial Planning offered through Vicus Capital Inc.,
a Federally Registered Investment Advisor. Investments and Services available to residents of FL, GA, SC, NC, NJ, CA, MI, OH, VA, MO, IL, TN.

Shorecrest Outdoor School campus,1930s Outdoor School Pergola,early1950s
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727.560.4377 | abearnarth@smithandassociates.com
alibearnarth.smithandassociates.com

Ali Bearnarth, REALTOR®

300 Beach Drive NE #402
Parkshore Plaza

Offered at $2,800,000

4973 Bacopa Lane S #304*

Bacopa Bay Condo
Last listed at $695,000

3596 Beach Dr SE*

 Coquina Key
Last listed at $575,000

1120 N Shore Dr NE #1003
Old Northeast

Last listed at $450,000

 7888 Bayou Club Blvd
Bayou Club

Last listed at $850,000

Client Focused. Results Driven. 
Let me put my knowledge & experience to work for you.

SSOOLLDD
SSOOLLDD

FFOORR  SSAALLEE

1126 16th Avenue N*

Euclid St. Paul
Last listed at $535,000

SSOOLLDD

SSOOLLDD
SSOOLLDD

FEATURED PROPERTIES

JUST SOLD | $4.6M | BLISS PENTHOUSE #1801
Highest priced condo sale in Pinellas County*

The spectacular two-story penthouse at Bliss featured an open-design interior with unparalleled and unobstructed views at every turn.
4,200+ SF| 4 bedrooms | 4.5 baths | 2 oversized balconies | 4 parking spaces | private elevator 

Ali Bearnarth & Christopher Pitre
REALTORS®

727.560.4377 | abearnarth@smithandassociates.com
alibearnarth.smithandassociates.com 

718.724.3980 | cpitre@smithandassociates.com
christopherpitre.com

*Represented Buyer.  

FFOORR  SSAALLEE

1229 Darlington Oak Cr NE
Custom Placido Bayou Estate

Offered at $1,395,000

*Statistical data provided by Stellar MLS as of 4/14/2021.


